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1. have also to request the Govern-
ment that under its coverage should
be included not only the men engaged
in country craft but also those work-
ing in mechanised boats and trawlers.

There may not be any dearth of
fundg since adequate amounts can be
raiseq through a cess levied on exports,
contributiong from concerned State
Governments and Employerg besides

provision made by the Government of
India.

(iii) Needg for settling the grievances
of employees of departmental canteens

r cn SRR

SHRI E. BALANANDAN (Mukun-
dapuram): Mr, Depaty-Speaker, Sir,
the Government of Indig hag already
decided that the employees of the de-
partmenta] canteens of Government of
India will be treateq ag holders ot
Civil posts under the Central Govern-
ment It was also enjoined in the
same notification that Service rules
will be framed shortly under proviso
to Article 309 of the Constitution to
regulate their employment. However.
nothing has been done in this respect
so far and the canteen employees arc
agitating through a strike for the fol.
lowing demands: (1) Pay scales on par
with Cenira] Government employees;
(2) Leave, L.T.C.. Medica] facilities,
Pension, C.E.A, etc. at par with Cen-
tral] Government employees; (3) con-
version of Cooperative canteeng to De-
partmental Canteens; (4) creation of
canteens department under Ministry of
Home Affairs; (5) Private stalls in the
canteeng should be gholished and (6)

victimisation of Canteen Employees be
removed,

In view of the situation created due
to inaction on the part of Governnicnt,
the canteen employees have been forc-
ed to go on strike, A]] efforts by their
representativeg to avert the gtrike and
have g negotiated settlement of their
problems have been go far of no avail.

I, therefore, call upon the Govern-
ment to settle the genuine grievances
of canteen employees particularly
their demand for parity with other
Central Government employees in all
Tegpects.
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(iv) U.G.C. grantg to University and
College libraries for purchase of
books,

DR. VASANT KUMAR PANDIT
(Rajgarh): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir,
the University Grants Commission has
been the main Central funding body
for jibrary book buying in universities
and college threughout the country.
Out of the overa'l pudget 26— 30 per
cent is spent for book buying UGC
disbursad it the year 1978-79, Rs. 644
lakhg for the purchase of books. This
comprises of Basic grant Lo universi-
tieg of Rs. 242 Jakhs. Balance amount
was given for Book Bank Schem? and
other schemes for the development of
Huinanities, Soria] Sciences Engineer-
ing, cte.

The last Government drastically cut
the fung 2'location to the UGC for the
year 1979-80 and the Sixth Five Yeur
Plan. The policy wag that funds were
required mo-c for gericullure  than
higher education. Ag u result of this
measure, since July-August, 1979, uni-
versity and college-libraries ran out of
funds and stoppedq purchasing hooks,
The situation today is exactly the
same, Libraries are not able to pay
for books purchased in the first half
of 1979 and neither have they been
able to purchase any new books. Book
buying has completely <topped for al-
most one year,

This slashing of funds wil] affect
higher education alj over the country.
Libraries will not e in a position to
get latest bookg on subjeclg essential
for the country’s progress. Research
and development will suffer a set back
due to the paucity of latest research
findings from al] over the world. After
all, our academicians and scientists de-
peng on books for their knowledge
and professional growth. Students
will suffer because of lack of good and
recent reference material. The coun-~

try cannot afford to cut down on higher
education.

The cut in library grants shogld be
immediately restored and book buying
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grantg should be increased every year.
The jncrease should be commensurate
with the rate of inflation prevailing in
the country. Due to inflation, the
price of books is also going up since
raw material inputg such ag paper are
sky rocketing. Therefore, book buy-
ing grants ghould be increaseq every
year so that India does not lag behind
in imparting knowledge to our stu-
dents, scientists and engineers

Slash in grants has caused a severe
depression in the Book Industry,
amongst publishers, importers, whole-
salers and retail book sellers. The
industry has come to a gtandstill and
most companies are no¢ able to pay
Salarieg to their staff. If the situation
continues, a lot of publishing concerns
would be forced to close down and
many others wil] have no other alter-
native but to lay off a lot of their
employees.

An early solulion of this problem
is urged and the UGC should imme-
diately give ad hoc grants to universi-
lies and libraries first to clear the
debt for previous purchaseg of books
and to continuc the programme to
purchase books for the current year.

(v) Steps to check the epidemic of
Cholera and Gastro.enteritis in
Ghanj Block of Gorakhpur

14 hrs.
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(vi) Need for immediate transporta-
tion of bananas by Railways from
Bhusawal to Delhi

SHR1 Y. S. MAHAJAN (Jalgaon):
Bananas worth lakhs of rupees come
in g rotten condition tg Delhi from
Bhusawal gnd other centresin Jalgaon
district. Thig ig because the Railways
delay shipment of the common user’s
fruit. As against the understanuing
that the bananag should reach Delhi
in 72 hours, the railway takes 120
hours.

(vii) Need for averting recurring
floods in Tel. Hati ang Shagada
rivers in Kalahandi district of
Orissa

SHRI RASABEHARI BEHERA

(Kalahandi): The people of Kankiri,

Chhilpa, Chhendia, Palash, Tamba-

Chhada anq Taransa, villages of Dha-

ramgarh block, Nandol, Makarshola,

Kotengaon, Purnashor, Dasigaon and

Ambadola villages of Junagarh block

and Belkhandi village of Kesinga block

are reeling under ravaging floods of
swollen Tel, Hati and Shagada rivers
of Kalahandi district.

Thig ig the third continuous year of
floods in these rivers. Thig hag caus-
ed extensive damage to crops, cattle,
wealth and land hag become unfit for
cultivation. Fifteen thousand acres of
fertile 1and have become sandy. Hun-
dredg of houseg built on the banks of
the rivers have collapsed. Thousands



