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(_ ''I) FINANCIAL ASSIST ANCE TO 
GUJARAT FOR PROPER IM-
PLEMENTATION .OF DRINK-
ING WATER SUPPLY SCHEMES. 

SHRI AHMED MOHAMMED PATEL 
(Broach) : The State Government has under-
taken a programme of providing drinking 
water facilities in problem villages on top 
priority basis. Out of the to: al i.e. 9038 
problem vjllages, 3720 villages were provided 
water supply facilities by 31.3.1980, leaving 
5318 vilJages to be tackled at the beginning 
of the Sixth Five Year Plan (1980-85). 

During the first two years of Sixth 
Plan i.e. 1980-81 and 1981-82, 1106 villages 
are covered. This leaves 4212 villages to be 
tackled within three years (1982-85). The geo-
hydrological conditions in Gujarat have been 
changed. The district or Kutch is an arid 
region. Banaskatha and part of North and 
South Gajarat, and all the districts in 
Saurashtra region are drought prone areas. 
Also, the State has a long coastal area. This 
has created the problem of salinity ingress. 
Underground sub-soil water level is 
going deep every yeat:_. These geological 
situations have made the water su ppJy pro-
blem more difficult. 

ConsiderIng all these aspects and price 
escalation, the funds required to tackle 
remammg 4212 villages Yrork out to 
Rs. 102.95 crores. Government of India has 
been requested to increase the allocation of 
Rs. 52.60 crores to achieve the tar~et of 5318 
villages by the end of Sixth Plan (1980-85). 
The programme of providing drinking water 
facilities to the problem villages is a part of 
the new 20- Point Programme, and the State 
Government is very keen to achieve the 
target, as planned. This issue, therefore, 
requires immediate attention of Central 
Government, so that drinking water facilities 
can be provided to the problem villages. 

(V) NEED FOR PROPAGATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
BAJJIKA LANGUAGE. 


