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MR. SPEAKER: All right, he says he
has not walked out.

12.20 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER

OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED STRANDING OF 400 INDIAN SEA-

MEN AT BASRAH PORT SINCE OUTBRAK OF
IRAN-IRAQ WAR

SHRI1 RASHEED MASOOD (Sanaran
pur): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I call the at-
tention of the Minister of <xternal
AfTairs to the following matter of ur-
gent public importance and request
that he may make a statement there-
oni—

“The reported stranding of about
400 Indian crewmen abroad 22 me-
chanised vessels of India at Basrah
port since the outbreak of Iran-iraq
war and the measures taken by the
Government to bring them back.”

(Interruptions)
WEAR READ © =T H AOHFT AT
Fifsrg, Frfem wiw agr feerm @
T &

12.21 hrs.
[Mr, DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P, V. NARSIMHA
RAO): Sir,

Following the outbreak of the Iran-
Irag conflict on September 22, 1980,
three Indian ships and 22 mechanised
sajling vessels are presently stranded
in the war zone. After earlier
evacuations, the number of remaining
crewmen presently stranded is 402
In addition, a large number of foreign
ships have also been stranded.

The Government of India are fully
seized of the problems causeq by the
stranding of vessels and crewmen in
the war zone, The Director General
of Shipping has been in touch with
the owners of the ships. as well as
with the All India Sailing Vessels
Association, in order to arrange the
evacuation of the crewmen. As early
as October 7, 1980, the owners of the
sailing vessels were advised by the
Director General of Shipping to re-
patriate their crew. Approximately
1(:;) seamen have since been repatriat-
ea,

Sir, 1 am adding to the information
that has been sent already in the
written statement. This is based on
the latest report we got this morning.

We have since received from the
Director General of Shipping precise
figures of seamen who are stranded
and those who have been repatriated
from the ports of Basrah and Fao. I
had mentioned the figure of repatriat-
ed of seamen as approximately 100,
The actual figures are as follows: from
the more disturbeq port known as Fao,
88 crew members pertaining to six
sailing vessels that were stranded have
already been repatriated. Another
110 memberg of the crew are now in
the process of being repatriated both
from Basrah and Fao. The total
number of crew members thus either
already repatriated or in the process
of being repatriated is 198.
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[Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao]

Other shipowners have preferred to
wait and watch, in the hope that the
pituation would improve sufficiently
to enable the vessels and the crewmen
to sail out together.

Some seamen of the sailing vessels
are still in the zone only because the
ownerg of the vessels, despite our
advice, have been unwilling to take
action for their repatriation. Despite
the hostilities taking place during the
last several months, there have been
no reports of loss of life or injury to
Indian seamen.

Our Consultate in Basrah has been
in regular contact with Iraqgi authori-
ties and has taken gall possible steps
for the protection and welfare of the
crewmen, Some reports had also been
received by us that the Indian crew
may be facing financial difficulties.
On immediate enquiries made by us,
we were assured by our Consul
General in Basrah that the Indian
crew were being well looked after.
We have told the Consul General that
in case any finances are required
Government will assist the shipowners
to make necessary financial remit-
tances. The Director General of Ship-
ping has instructed our Consul General
in Basrah to repatriate at Government
expense, any seamen who wishes to
be repatriateq or who, in the opinion
of the Consul General would require
repatriation. @ We  have recently
obtained the agreement of the Iraqi
authorities to waive the fine of 100
dinars per head imposed earlier on our
seamen seeking exit visas,

The owners of the sailing vessels
have suggested that they should be
permitted to sail their vessels out at
high tide under their own risk. How-
ever, even though the vessels are of
shallow draught, our Consulate has
advised that it would be highly un-
safe to attempt the passage before the
channel is cleared of mines, There is
also no guarantee that the vessels
may not come under fire during the
passage. The presence of bridges and
other obstructions across the Shatt-al-
Arab waterway makes it also hazard-

oug to attempt a passage at thig time.
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This point has been conveyed to the
owners of the gailing wvessels. The
owners have again been advised that
they shoulg initiate action for the
repatriation of the remaining seamen.

The Special Emissary of the U.N.
Secretary-General, Mr, Olaf Palme,
has also been engaged in active effortg
to clear the Shatt-al-Arab waterway
of ships stranded in the wake of the
conflict. He has sought the assistaince
of the International Red Cross in this
regard. The Government of India
have also been in direct touch with
the Inter-National Red Cross.

Sir, as the House is aware, the Gov-

ernment of India is engaged,
jointly with some other countries,
in effortg directed towards bring-

ing about a s olution to the
vexed problem between Iraq and
Iran. The future of the vessels
stranded in the Shati-al-Arab is link
ed to this whole problem. I can only
assure the House that Government
wi]] spare no efforts to ensure the
safety of the stranded seamen and the

repatriation of those who desire to
be repatriated.

%1 TAi1E AR Argaw fzed
a7 aea, fwfarzs aigT a1 aa=
ggaiv yEE™ q FAT ¥ AT AISHA
W1 AT TR AA AT E fEowear
gl gEHA F wg ¥Ha  Far faar
2 fx fan add ¥ sFwAwE @
FT 4 wro, was gE oads ¥
qifyidz & wwa w ww(zar
RAUTAT, THEH HA™T FE Frfww FF¥
F Al & oaeT @ A wr g,
F4T AET EWI &

TH AT & UGA H THT FAeAT
g fa zad agy @ @@ dewAgr-
fert & 1 uw feemr @ & @
wrw gl g fa agy wag @ ar
T &, M A 7-8 WEA H qHIAT
¥ gy gr & AT AT 9ITE
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“We are starving here and the

danger of being bombed looms
large over our heads.”
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“....Some seamen of sailing ves-
sels are still in the zone only...."
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“We are starving here and the
danger of being bombed Jlooms
large over our heads.”
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SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: Sir, I
walk out in protest agains the firing
on the farmerg in Karnataka.

Shri Rasheed Masood then left the
House.

KUMAR] PUSHPA DEVI SINGH
(Raigarh): Sir, I have gone through
the Statement of the Minister and still
some doubts prevail in my mind. So,
I seek some clarifications from the
Minister.

(1) What has the Government done
to the families of these 402 crewmen
who have got stranded in Iraq? What
is the amount of relief that has been
rendered to the stranded crewmen
fam:lies?

(2) What is the guarantee of safety

of vesselg that are going to be Jeft in
Irag?
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(3) Six vessels were destroyed in
the war which were owned by ordi-
nary individuals whose only source
of income for the whole family was
from these vessels. What relief or
compensation of facilities 's the Gov-
ernment giving them for starling
their trade again?

(4) Is the Government aware that
after the month of April it is not
poscible for these vessels to come
out of the Gulf areas and be back
in India? If so, when does the
Government expect these vessels to
leave the Gulf area? The six vessels
which have got destroyed during the
war are not covered by war insu-
rance. Will the Covernment of India
help these owners to get adequate
compensation from the Irag-Iran
Government?

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: In
fact a question on this very subject is
being answered by imy colleague, the
Minister for Shipping the day after to-
morrow. Actually, that Ministry has
been dealing with th s matter. Mayte.
in order to do equol justice to both
the Ministries, this time, I have been
asked to answer the Call Attention!

Sir, the point in so f[ar as the Euter-
nal Affairs .\'Iinislry is concerned s
that we have issued apuropriate ins-
tructions to the nersan on the spot.
namely, our Consul-General in Basrah.

I have already explained what has
to be done with the vessels which have
not been able tfo rone out of Shatt-at-
Arab and are stranded there. Unless
one feelg gure that the safety of the
vessels and the safety of the crew is
ensured, their clearance wil] not be
easy. It should not be permitted. We
have not permitteq it. We have advis-
ed them against clearing of the vessels
and sailing them out.

There is a long list of measures For
instance, it may be further clarified
that under the M.S. (Distressed Sea-
men) Rules, 1960 exlended to sailing
vessels by the then Ministry of Trans-
port and Communications Not'fication
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No. 3144 dated 17.12.19€0, all repatria-
tion expenses in resvect of distressed
seamen are to he recovered from the
owners or agents of the sailing vessels.
In view of the above position and, since
the D.G. Shipping has to separate funds
for meeting the cost of repatriate of
crew of sa'ling vessels stranded or lost
at Basrah and FAO, D.G. Shipping had
held a series of meetings with the
President of All-India Sailing Vessels
Industry Associations and owners,/re-
presentatives of sailing vessels involved
to consider problemg regarding even-
tual repatriation of the crew of these
sailing vessels. Thus, as I have said in
the Statement, he has given instruc-
tions. The Consul-General could send
the seamen at his own expenses and
later on, it will be reimbursed in what-
ever manner that is pessible.  This is
the position.

W th regard to the lives of those
people. as 1 have said, they are sale.
We have got reports.  For six or seven
mnnihs they have bween there and ac-
cordine 1o our information they have
been luckerd after well, There is no
reason to be worried. Naturally, their
families here would be worried. That
is understandable, But the position as
we know, in regard to the well being
of these peoule is gs I have stated.

SHRI M. RAMAGOPAL REDDY:
(Nizamahad) She has asked whether
the ships were insured or not.

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: I
do not know that. This is a questicn
which the Ministry of Transport and
Shipping should answer. I have not
go{ the details. If the hon. Member
wants, T can got all the details and
send thom on to him.

B TH {qold CTia.w (g1 E"_‘.:
FAIT WEEN, HEr WEEY T LA
st H agr @ far F A edwmr 4 9wt 8,
o TAT H60 A AT W PR AT F 0
4 e war € fogw gw fedi ®
wFHTI H aTE A Tfon g fa Ui
Frw mafITS §owred year Fi
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qufaa &7 ag wdq arar § =
I3 TeFL I7a H4q ATA H omery
@ §, 3a%, T @ wawa 7y frafy
¥ & ot dra, & o, forfiea ot fam
waranr F1 F5 IR A9 f7av oanr 7,
afra s I e ¥ 715 FEEE
F& Fr 2

faai® 20 #a¥77, 1980 F HaETS
F|TIA Ao 464 F SATT ¥ HaAT HIEA
F FTFET AT, 9 K 4T F9 AT TEA
g ) 994 %E AT i——

“(a) whether many ships which
were stranded in Iraq and
Iran horder during the recent
conflict were badly damaged;

(b) if so, the total number of
Indian ships stranded and
damaged;

(c) how many of their crew
members were killed;

(d) how many of them have
been released or are still
under their possession;

(e) whether any compensation
has been asked; and

(f) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?"”

s ot at. Axfag ww ;. Ag
FACHA TT FT G !

it TR famta a0 20 FEE,
1980 FT | 26 FTT, 1981 % 99
TQ UF HATZTEF . T [ A1 waTH g7
T, FE W H gl qg FV GATRAT

ST ® (F) w9 ()% 39 57
foat et & e FEw AT o~

“(c) & (d) No crew members on
these vessels is reported kill-
ed. However one Indian
cadet on board one of the
ships is missing and no infor-
mation is yet available about

him.”
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(e) & (fy Damage to or loss of
ships abandoned in war zone
under stress or inescapable
circumstances are covered
by war risk insurance.”

26 WA, 1981 FT WES
FLHAA 0 1570 TH THIC § 1—

“(a) the details of the Indian
Vessels destroyed in Iran-
Iraq conflict according 1o
latest jnformation; and

(b) the number of persons killed
or missing?”
- N .

T FAAGT T S d W AT
g —

“(a) The following six Indian
sailing vessels are reported
to have been destroyed:...

(b) No Indian personnel are re-
ported killed. Only one In-
dian Cadet named Shri
J. R. T. Anbu is missing.”

a4 wERe T 3T fawr g R e

- wredny ifemr dwew SR 20

fazor "arewr &1 1980-81 1
fdd & agrmr 2 —

“arger i v AT s WY
ST OE-LA-HH HOEH AT |
THH L 9 SAUTT W SETA YT VEF
W T A vy erfine g oam o
weior g "7 sl &
FHIT F HEE 2i T TTatae
v femr wor wgwr fadt gefew
wqTH v G e war 1 fud aE
¥ WEATIH WAL A0 SETAL
< = LT

#T ET F AidAw ug g far "
HERT T WA Stara ¥ A ug Far €
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[ @tn @@ qEa)

gl ¢ F @t #3991 ¥ & §F I
7T A1 ALY F 640 g, AfFq §F gaar
ger FgaF g agaeig @
FEI T 1 TAL I ATA-TAEAAE,
we-facdmarn, At am qq < &, At
ZAT FAMT AZ Far g fR owreA Ay wa-
frcaar % ot 21@ 7 E, I9E
Aafer g goan & @ &1 wa
garr 5@ qz-facde 2o ¥ g, Afwa
AMAT TILT F AAT ¥ gAR FH A
F FAIE AR owWAT g EW
ezgfr #f oz amar AT At € &
TUF A LA T AL TATL AT [E6579
g, 9% AT ® F A4 §; gAH
I T WAA °T Fe 41 2T A4,
Z g9 "4 F1 A(AA g-—-, TAH FIW
ZH AF ¢ & w4 waEd 7 340
FT @ £ A wgl ¢ FY gT w4
gEmat F T " ﬂm% W ¥ EH
T FEA AET, wg R FE W E

3 g 2 f& AT wdias ’-r"T
S (%’ ¥, wra-TAEE 30 A AN wg
st ET &, W< q@T 94 IF ATHA A
AT ST | G AEiga § Gl FEqr
f& &t sre-nTEeR g 72 w0 Wl
2, 98 T HIHA BT ArATAFAL AT | AAY
HETT F| HIA F G AIETRA 2AT
Tifgs i 7g €iw 39 98 AFAITEF
g F0 AR g6 AATHA0 00

7 U W F HATY-AALT T FaU2
@ I wda o7, AFFT IR ANA
F T A A A AT T8 FY
gT & 9AF A # el mdve frai ar
T FEA @ uEl 4F %2 far fr S
q TA W FAITE I AT F) NT FH
N M 7g wad 5 22 7 wA W
der g A ThAl fAfmE S0 gear @
AL FE T TUFH F Zr0 A& A7 70|

APRIL 7, 1981

at Basrah (CA) 280

@ T 7 aicEafaar § 7R da fF
AAAT AT T FEARAT F1 qAQA
I51a0, IAF AAE0 W iy A F,
TR AT & OF & faF fFaraar @ a N
®: qIT €967 §T ¥ IAH WA A
4 ? wdr 7 feaqd 97 aaFE
ga amd 9% adl 7@ | . AFH
fafaa &1 @@ &, I4F T 7 1 qATAT
F AT 80 q AFT HIA qF FTaql
gar #wr W g f& fafqs & @
wgr 2, fregsr g arwx o &, & 7
FaT q AT AIFR A7 ezl wdr
arfga, #3 &5 AT ITH @S F7 AFr-
&1 7 Fq a5 FACw fE oA owerdy
fafan & aar wer &, Faagear g8 ?

zafaq ag agt & aA= wAwar 2
ST gdr A (727 F wea 0 Hraa1 FeAAr
%q aFag J fafew qua=d #1 07
agt @ @1 & IR Av | J@ fafewa
®T J A1 AEIZT F ITA FT AEAT 7
« fazw & Fafus AwArE, Haq €<
F 7% T Tfeq | F FAdrg g Ar
7 = g 5 diaE 97 3310
A AF-UAIEIT EF F WHAT 1 AT
fatqa aEfagt o amar g ar 6 OF
N e7eT gm & IAA A AR AT E IAF
TRAT F AAGT FT AHAAT F), I
Jra arat ® GCRIC AAATEAFT F
AT 527 F1 IHF T T A(73557 FL |

ot qro dto ATfqg A cqgA A A
qg A% FT 3 6 AN gaidy Fia s @y ]
7z 3a+ fag aff s o &, fadr ol
w7 & fag Tradr g

=t Tw faq @ q@am : woa A8,
AA-FAETTS EA & 1 T G E

ot it @o Aetag Ti= : q A Fray
o Fa & f7q 71 @rg | Am SE §
& AF-TAEFE FERG A G0 H T AL
fazw wfaqdt w1 3gr s F fag FarTar
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2IMHACEHE | A I W F g sir
@1 § | Ffaet A% wg Far 5 /O
= & Fet ofr @1 § A TWE AL H oY
QA SAFAFRC AT FC ¥ TATRAT |
ag 5 FET |

wd At ug & fF A faw
agqed  gel fau st 9% § SEH o w9y
# #g farra 7df @ 1 o wraed o €
g fuifier £t F21 strapetn, IHF 1 Fa g
#T +31 Fxd | UfuSH T W A wE 2
fF & wrer o g ug T FE 8T |
FYF T H FUM AE T yFA frowg
] W4T | gufeT (w9 & gy
fufr €1 Far w3 w7 @ B FHIR
qrE ¥z g1 7 &) fF IwEr [ &
war @ I T 9o IHE 39
H AT & | Ty gwa 6 wEare
qT a1 HEAT G 2 |

fee 3@ arg. ..

o T foe |} DU T HET
SIEFIH HTUT AT HFAT & |

i dic &0 HTTHE TNE ¢ Teh [ HATHT
ST AT | SHE AT W UET W
FF X AN & | UET H WY A5 A
F ¥ T% ¢ 5 W @F & ToF ! Tl A
&ifsww | FA 198 AT FT TawH
gOAFT T W TR0 OMAT TR
I o dor fREr S | sEE T H
F1E AHT &0 HIETYFET 7RI & |

st W AWy MYwR 0 6 9.9 W
gaer T w Sy faay s M
T’

i qio &to HTHWE TH 1 +E, 7@,
Qi g F | SuE a1 H A awied ?

g

st qTHOR WG (W13E)

WeqeT WEIRA, WA HAr S A A

CHAITRA 17, 1903 (SAKA)

seamen at 282
Basrah (CA)
I faan &g dt 3 &) &, 7 7 SHH
FO A GAE 2 ®IE |

402 B F7 A1 @A A7 F fog
WO G YA AL H G E @ wISt o
ferm e & woan A fady o ¥
AT IF JTaTa A& U HFQT | W TS
stgrst ¥ =gl e Tifgy |Wifs @2
StETt A FEed 3T AR | wwd g
WTE F§ 4T 4T AR |

4, 100 FMIX OF HITH( F)
BIEA AT & | EOF W@AHT H &g BIIA
1% ¢ faur & afFa §fsm Fusy &
TEA WIF A3 fRar & 1 3ad fag
TAAHE T FGI 8 7

frrug & fF a4 ddew QLo ¥
foredr T 2 1| FF FuT 8 I U1 Al
THT | THHRT I aALeH FTHAC HioT
FT A4 F< 6 AT &N THF AR H
et B uAHla & =rfgw | o7 aw
IAFT 14T 7 ) T4 I+F HE ¥ Ia
& e wTwla =g 0 =71fg )

et W W Har w@iEw 4 ug o
SHAT A1ZAT § [ 402 B gT /1 &
qfia (TF &1 WY FT WY T R § a4r
ga =gt ¥ faarer & fog qeaddr &
1Y F4TFGAR FCRE 7

st Y. gt wafeg 7@ 7 &g AFE
fir TeF1 AGT H HA T AT Y F1A-
AIE( AT ST Y & AT AT I |

YIRS y38g ¥ S gL gAT™
faw & ag forfer fufeedi & dafaa g
W & srem w7 § fF ow fafaedt &
T o< fagre



