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(vii) NEED FOR ADDITIONAL STEAMERS
BETWEEN RAMESHWARAM AND COLOM-
BO AND NEW STEAMER SERVICE BET-
WEEN TUTICORIN AND COLOMBO.

*SHRI D. S. A. SIVAPRAKASAM
(Tirunelveli): To-day, only one steamer
“g. S. Ramanujam” is plying between
Rameswaram in India and Talaimannpar in
Sri Lanka. Durimg the past 50 years, this
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one and only steamer has been going bet-
ween the two countries three times a week.

The pubilc, as also the officials of the two
countries feel that this is an inadequate

- transport facility; and that too is not func-

tioning properly. Every year. the tourist
traffic between the two counmtries is increas-
ing. According to the statistics available
to me, from 10,000 tourists in 1979, it
weant up to 18,000 in 1980, and to 30,Q00
in 1981. Upto June 30, this year, the num~
ber of applicants has gone up to 40,000
for Visas. Since the tourist traffic has gone
up by 200 per cent, the only steamer S.S.
Ramanujam has been unable to mamnage
this. The number of passengers wanting to
travel by air is very much less,.

It is easy to go direct to Colombo from
Tuticorin in India. Presently, one has to go
from Rameswaram to Talaimannar, and
from there by train to Colombo. From

~ India, 90 per cent of the tourists want to

go to Colombo direct. There should be a
direct steamer service from Tuticorin to
Colombo, and the Government must ar-
range for this service forthwith., If any
private shipper comes forward to run this
service, he must be ecouraged by the Gov-
trnment.

As on date, under the Sirimavo-Shastri
agrcement, the steamer S. S. Ramanujam
Colombo to Rameshwaram, than tourist’s
The foreign tourists comimg to Sri Lanka
are keen to visit India; and to facilitate
are Kkeor (o visit India; and o facl'tats
them, there should be a direct service from
Colombo to Tuticorin.

(viii)) DEMAND FOR SETTING UP OF INDUS-
TRIES BY THE CENTRE AT JAUNPUR.

w. QT (S) 0 PEex
WHT, 4, ®F 377 H T@T 6 LA

F1 qaSE W & T F T,
Fqomet &< Towear &7 aww faemer

TRt g, |
faamer W & #%° fooe® sl @

IR gEw uh  fuser ww g #i}
I I B QAT T@L TE A AT AT
frgergan g | @ @ ST T ®
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*The Original Speech was delivered in Tamil,
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(ix) NEED FOR TAKING STEPS TO CHECK
‘NARU' DISEASE IN MADHYA PRADESH.

DR. VASANT KUMAR PANDIT
(Rajgarh): I wish to draw the attention of
the Government to the recent surveys con-
ducted in Madhya Pradesh by the Public
Health Department which reveal the out-
break of the deadly tropical nematode
Guinea worm in an epidemic form. Since
many years, this disease has beem prevalent
in M. P., especially in the backward rural
areas; the State Government as well as the
Centre have done nothing at all to root out
this danger. On the contrary, rural hygiene
has been neglected. This has resulted in
the fast spreading of the Guinea worm
infection in an epidemic form. It has been
noted that endemic recurrence, in the past,
of ‘Naru’ or ‘Nahrua’ in M.P. did not open
the eyes of the Public Health authorities
to tackle and control the epidemic.

Under 877 312

Naru infects human and animal skin,
and ultimately cripples the patient, and the
cattle. It is contagious, and arises from the
guinea-affected well water, thus affecting
the whole village. Particularly, the staired
wells have to be protected immediately, '

The current outbreak of Naru epidemic
has aﬁec_ted over a thousand villages in
Guna district of M.P. Even the preliminary
surveys have indicated that majority of vil-
lages in Binaganj, Chachoda, Kumbhraj,
Aaron, Raghongarh, Jamner, Maksudan-
garh, Bahadurpur and other Tehsils of
Guma have been plagued by Naru. The State
authorities have done negligible little under
the usual pretext of ‘financial constraints’.
The Public Health Centres are ill-equipped
to handle Naru on epidemic scale.

1 appeal to the Centre to give all help
to the M.P. State Government to attack
this ‘Guinea Worm’ on a war-footing. Be-
sides, the Centre should idemtify Guinea-
prone villages and make special centrally
sponsored schemes to eradicate their tropi-
cal nematode from M.P. as well as from
many other States. I request the Minister
of Health to immediately send a special
team to Guna to assess the danger and ex-
tent of Naru and to urgently take all such
preventive and curative steps as necessary.
This epidemic in Guma District should be
an eye-opener to the Government who
should in public interest make the people
aware of this danger through wide publicity
and use of mass media.

(x) _NON-P‘URCHASE oF WHEAT BY F.C.L

SHRI RAJESH PILOT (Bharatpur):
During my tour to some districts in U.P,,
Haryana and Punjab, I have observed that
farmers have been forced to sell their pro-
ducts specially wheat because Food Cor-
poration of India is mot purchasing their
wheat, thus making the farmers to go to
the third agency. In such process, the poor
farmer does not get the appropriate price
of his product. There are reports from
various parts of the country that wheat is
being sold off even at Rs. 120 to 130 per
quintal, which is well below the price re-
commended by the Agricultural Prices
Commission. Sir, I recollect, if T am not
wrong, the Agriculture Minister has given



