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Thia stupendous work- can be 
achieved only with the help and 
uais.amce of the Union Government. 
I urge ·upon the Government to come 
in a big and earnest way to help the 
State achieve this mammoth project 
to usher in an era of economic upsurge 
and welfare and hapPiness of the 
people of Andhra Pradesh. 
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(vi) STEPS FOR A BREAKTHROUGH 
JN FISH CUL TUR.E ENT RR.PRISES, 
PARTlctJLARL Y IN TAMIL NAJJU. 

SHRI CUMBUM N. NATARA· 
JAN (Pe:ciyakulam) : India with 
a popWa.tion of 68. ~ crores is in 
• ateadily wonenmg state of 



nutritional crisis. There is urgent 
need for increasing the proteip 
producion by all meam. aus-
bandry of land animals such • 
chicken, duck, goat, sheep, cQw, 
buffalo and pig, has taken a systems 
approach and heading to~rds de-
velopment of automation. Simi-
larly, there is tremendous scope for 
rearing ~quatic animals too. It may 
be cheaper to grow aquatic animals 
rather than land animals for food~ 

Fortunately, India is one of the 
well irrigated countries in the world. 
It is blessed with several river 
systems with variety of fish fauna. 
During last decade, a number of 
reservoirs have been constructed for 
flood control, irrigation, generation 
of electric current, nevigation, etc. 
Further, Peninsular India has a long 
coastal belt with productive con· 
tinental shelf. Of different aquatic 
ci:ops, fish is an important crop of 
high animal protein of high biolo- ' 
gical value. The flesh of fish 
contains easily digestable proteins of 
essential amino-acids. It also con .. 
tains vitamim and minerals. 

Realising the importance of fish 
and fis.heries, planned schemes 
were formulated to develop fisheries. 
By integrating aquaculture with 
agriculture and animal husbandry 
the cost of productin could be con~ 
siderably reduced. Fi'ih-(7um-duck 
farming and fish-cum-pig rearing 
have already been demonstrated. 
A production around 4 tonnes of 
fish is possible in addition to duck 
e~gs, duck meat and pig meat. The 
cillture of air breathing fishes in 
well~managed fresh waters ~s also 
derelict water bodies is a new deve-
lopment. Through intensive culture 
of magur and singhit production 
over 50 tonnes and 35 tonnes per 
hectare are possible. In Tha~nd· 
over 100 tonnes ofmagur per hectare 
are produced under intensive cul· 
turc operations. ·The culture of 
prawns leads · to a production of 
about 1000 ·k~g. per hectare. 
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There is urgent need for applying 
the technologies in all the available 
water bodi69. There must be at 
least one model farm in each State 
'hr demonstration and training pur· 
poses. 

We can also aim at producing 
certain aquatic animals which are 
in great demand in foreign coun-
tries to earn foreign exchange. 
For example, Prawns. Frog~legs, 
eels, sun-dried ree of mullets, magur 
and Murre.Is are in great demand 
in advanced countrie.s like USA, 
Japan Denmark, Taiwan, Italy 
and Arab countri~. 

Potential resources exist in 
plenty in Peninsular India par· 
ticularly in Tamil Nadu. I wish 
more public funds could be allotted 
to Tamil Nadu so that a break• 
through in fish culture enterprises 
could be achieved. 

~i) CURBING BIRTH RATE IN 
T}iE COUNTRY. 

SHRI DIGVIJ A Y SINH (Su-
rendranagar) : The seemingly 
herculean problem of the growth 
of population has now evidendly 
reached a critical stage of no return. 

The birth rates- death rates and 
the net increase of population rates 
have all been incorrectly conveyed 
to the people through the media 
ofthe MinistryofHealth and Family 
Welfare. This has been exposed 
by the I 98 r Census Report. 

Moreover, India was the only 
developing country in the world 
experiencing an increase of tpe 
birth-rate in the years I 978..79. 

Such a population explosion has 
f ~ustrated all development plans, 
circumven tcd all measures to over-
~ome poverty and unemployment, 
~ health, . hunger and mal-nutri-
t1on continue unabated and the 
rape of Mother Earth through 
the massacre of flora and fawia 
has reached alarming proportions. 


