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MOTION OF THANKS ON LHE
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS—contd.

MR. SPEAKER: The House will now
take up further consideration of the
following motion moved hy Shri V.N.
Gadgil on the 19th February, 1981 and
seconded by Shri Nawal Kishore Sharma
on the 20th February, 1981, namely:—

“That an Address be presented to the
President in the [ollowing terms :—

*That the Members of Lok Sabha
assembled in this Session are
deeply grateful to the President
for the Address which he has
been pleased to deliver to
both Houses of Parliament
assembled tozether on the 16th
February, 1981

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY (Calcutta-South) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, with your kind permission I continue
my speech. Sir, in this Address. as I
said yesterday, we find that the Gowvern-
ment has painted a rosy picture about
the future of the country.
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SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: Sir, we draw lessions from the

experience of the past and from those
lessions, we plan our programme and
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policies for the future. Now, what are
the lessions of the past ? I was quoting
from the Report of the Planning Commis-
sion that in India, during all these years
of planning, the rich have become richer
and the poor poorer. Only the other
day, the Minister mentioned on the floor
of the House about the Fair Price Shops.
Now, the point is that the persistent
refusal of the Central Government to take
over the wholesale trade in the country
will make a mokery of the existence of the
Fair Price Shops. Until and unless you
control the whole-sale trade, you cannot
make available the essential commodities
to the common people at reasonable prices.
This Government is doing exactly the
opposite. It is planning to withdraw the
exisung subsidies. In the Sixth Plan
document, jt is said that to have more
investible surplus subsidies which are
given for foodgrains should be reduced.
Then what will happen to the prices of the
commodities which are most essential
for the common people ?  Our
friends are eloquent about the per-
formance of Shrimati Indira Gandhi.
This time she has been in power for more
than thirteen months, but she was in power
for more than 11 years earlier. What was
her performance during that dynamic
decade, during that golden era of our
history. Well, I will rely on the statis-
tics supplied by the governmental agencies
to judge the performance during the whole
period of Shrimati Gandhi. The wholes le
price index saw an increase of 134.4 per cent
between March 1666 and March 1977.
That was the golden era, the dynamic
decade. The rise in prices was 134.4
per cent. Then, the consumer price for
industrial workers increased by 117.8 per
cent, What an example of Government
that works 1 Some hon. Members from
the treasury benches would ask from where
I am quoting these figures. For their
information, I would like to mention that
I am quoting from the Reserve Bank
bulletin.

Then, according to the statistics supplicd
by the Planning Commision, in 1966 the
index of real income—I want to emphasise
the words ‘real income’—of workers with
less than Rs. 400 of income per month
was g5, and within a period of ten years,
that is in 1975, it was reduced to 66.
What an improvement } It came down
from g5 to 66 during that dynamic decade
of Shrimati Gandhi.

Now, let us sce the condition of the
agricultural workers. There was a massive
peasant rally in Delhi recently. Well,
the ruling party has a right to do it, but
it has no right to bluff the people. They
arc shedding crocodile tears for the rural



