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{vil) LATHI CHARGE ON A PROCESSION
oF BaiMiEis 1IN CHANDIGARE ON
Avgusr 17, 1981,
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(viii) NEED TO ENSURE SMOOTH FLOW
OF CARGO CLEARANCE AT CALCUTTA

AIRPORT.

SHRI NIREN GHOSH (Dum
Dum): Over the years, the Calcutta
Airport, the best Airport in India
according to International Airport
Authority of India, haes been syste-
matically neglecteq by the Centre.
Nobgody knows the reason behind
this, because though repeated com-
plaints over this have appeared in
the press, the process of denigration
of the Calcutta Airport has conti-
nued according to a plan, it seems.
Matiers have reached a dangerous
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pasg about accumulation of Cargo at.
the Calcutfa Airport.

The A]l India Shippers Council has
publicly expressed concern. Accord-
ing to AISC, about 180 tons of cargo
hag accumulated at the Air Cargo
Complex while the capacity of uft-
g cargo hag been reduced tp gbout
10 tons g day. AISC has alleged that
despite repeated requests to different.
high level forums, pothing had been
done so far to clear the backlog. The
Aiwrport Cargo Department said that
at present 114 tong of cargo were
lying at the complex and on an ave-
rage 20 tons were being hfteg daily.
They held that fights including cargo-
flights from Calcutta Airport were
inadequate and much less thap that
in Bombay, Delhi and Madras Air-

As a result, the quantum of
cargo had fallen by about 25 In
1980-81. The AISC holds the Cal-
cutta Airport where the flrst Inter-
national Air Cargo Complex was sef
up had suffered from neglect, The
number of westbound Aflights from
Calcutta Airport had been curtailed.
There was no reason for this, The
past five years have witnessed this
process. The British Airways used
to run a chartered flight foy lifting
only cargo from the region. It used
to run a passenger flight alsp which
lifted six tons of cargo as well. These
flights had been cancelled. The Air
India flight had also been cancelled.
Four years ago the main air cargo
from Calcutta was carpets. Because
of irregularities in flights, the ex-
porters had stoppeq despatching their
goods to Calcutta. Carpets were now
sent from Delhi. For the same rea-
son garments were now sent from
Bombay and leather from Madras.

Trucks with export commodities
were not allowed inside the Airport.
They had to wait outside. Damage
was caused to the goods because of
this and exporters hag to pay de-
murrage for the waiting period. It-
passes ones comprehension why
chartering and sub-chartering of air-
craft should not be freely gllowed to=
ensure smooth flow of eargo.



