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MR. SPEAKER: I have already a1. 
lowed that one. Please sit down. Now, 
Shri K. A. Rajan-calling attention 
motion. 

11.09 hr . 

. ~LLI G ATTENTION TO MATTER 
F URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

PORTED SCARCITY OF DIESEL AND 
KEROSENE 

SHRl K. A. RAJ AN (Trichur): Sir, I 
, all the attention of the Minister of 
P troleum, Chemicals and Fertilizers 
to the fon-owing matters of urgent 
'Public importance and request that he 

. may make a statement thereon:-

'The reported scarcity of diesel 
and kerosene oil in the country and 
th steps proposed to be taken by 
Government in the matter.' 

HE MINISTER OF WORKS AND 
HOUSING AND PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS (SHRI P. C. SETHI): 

ir: Hon hIe Shri K. A. Rajan and 
other Members have called the atten-
tion regarding the reported scarcity of 

iesel and kerosene eil in the country 
and th steps proposed to be t aken by 

Government in the matter. The 
o ition 1 indicated' below. 

be demand for petroleum products, 
articularly High Speed Diesel (HSD), 
as been growing at a very high rate. 
bus while th annual growth rate for 

HSD was 8 to 9 per cent until 1977 .. 78, 
ro to a littl over 11 per cent in 

1978-79 and it was around 16 per cent 
urin the first half of the current 

ancial y ar. Inspite of growth in 
. HSD sal s bIng as hi h as l6 per 
nt, which rate is much higher than 

rowth rate in th past, reports 
HSD shorta C1 s ha v be n 

c iv d. h shortages are prjma-
y on account of H8D d mand being 

bnormally hi h due to factors such as 
cr s d tran portation ot goods in 

ulk by road inst ad o.f by rail over 
distanc short! 11 in power 

vailability 1 adin to he mp oyment 
C tiv diesel generating ets, in-

(CA), 
reased de'mand of the product for ag-

ricultural pumps and unprecedented 
drought conditions in various parts of 
the country on account of failure of 
monsoons. Keeping in view the high 
price of petroleum products difficult 
availability of tlie produc.1 even at 
high prices in the international mar-
ket and the -ranspo'rtation constraints,. 
the State Governments were advised 
in September 1979 that supplies of HSD 
during the period October 79 to March 
80 will be maintained at a level of 5 
per cent higher than the actual sales 
in the preceding year. However, keep-
ing in view the increased demand of 
HSD on account of drought, shortage 
of power, increased use of diesel gene-
rating sets, additional allocations over 
and above the quota fixed earlier have 
been made from time to, time. Thus 
original allocations of 652,000 tonnes 
HSD for the month of October for all 
States and Dillon Territories was rais-
ed by 100,000 tonnes. Similarly, the 
original allocations of 700,000 tonnes 
and 720 000 tonnes for the month of 
November and December respectively 
were raised to 781,000 tonnes and 
08,000 tonnes respectively. 

The State Governments were re-
quested through the letter dated 11 th 
September, 197!f to devise exsuitable 
priorities as regards use of HSD and 
make allocations accordingly within 
the overall quota for the States. They 
were also advised to accord the high-
est priority to agriculture in the mat ... 
tel' of supply of HSD. The State Gov-
ernments were further asked to take 
effective steps either by promulgation 
of control orders under the Essential 
Commodities Act or otherwise to en-
ure that blackmarketing and other 

malpractices may not take place. Thes 
instructions to the state Governm nt.s 
were follow d up by meetings held 

ith ~vil Supplies CommiSSioners of 
eli er nt State Governments and Unjon 
Territories. Iil these meetings, the 
need for deVising ffective system of 
distribution as well as for curbing 
malpractices was particularly empha-
sised. 

As regards kerosene about 45 per 
cent of the total requirement of about 
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4: million tcnnes to be consumed in the 
country during 1979-80 is to be im-
~orted from outside. The availability 
of the product in the in tern ation al 
market had also been difficult, and 
keeping in view the dlfficult availabi-
lity of toe product and the transporta'" 
tion constraints, !he kerosene alloca-
tions to wllerent States and Union 
Territories were maintained at ths 
level of actual sales last year without 
allowing any growth in consumption. 

The main pr"oblems in regard to HSD 
and kerosene supplies have been as 
follows:-

(i) The most immediate and crtti-
cal problem facing the country in 
:regard to supply of petroleum pro-
ducts is continued disturbed politi-
cal situation in Assam. The refine-
ries in Assam were clos~d since 2'7th 
December. Beside$, the Barauni re-
finery in Bihar also remains closed 
since 2nd J"anuary. There have been 
stoppage of movement of petroleum 
oroducts as well as of ,crude oil from 
out of Assam since the last week of 
last month. The N or1;h-eastern States 
are today facing acute problems of . 
petroleum ' products of availability. 
Besides, the closure of Barauni re-
finery had led to serious problems of 
diesel and kerosene availability in 
Bihar and U.P. as w~ll as in other 
parts of Northern India. 

(ii) In recent months th,re have 
een serious dislocations in the func-
ioning a the ports in different parts 
tlf Ithe count~ The ports which 
ave been mainly affected are Bom-

bay, Haldia and Madras. For in-
atance, in December 1979 alone the 
strike in Bombay Port Trust for 18 

ays led to total closure/reduction 
in throughout of the two refineries 
in Bombay as well as sential 

··movement of petroleum productc;, 
mostly from Bombay to other port 
locations of fue country. There we e 
production losses of about 30,000 
annes of kerosene and 60,000 tonnes 

of HSD in Bombay refineries as a 
result 0 this. 

(iii) There have also been erlolu3 
transportation constraints for mov-e .. · 
ment of petroleum products from; 
the main feeding phases to the con: I 

suming locations. The total ran 
movement' of petroleum products by 
tankwagons has not regi tered any 
growth in 'the last 2 years due to a 
number of factors. As a result, the 
upcountry Tocations which hAve ttl 
mainly depend on rail transporta-
tion of petroleum prod ucts suffered 
very badly in respect of diesel an 
kerosene availaoility. 

As far as the railways are concern-
ed, they are giving the maximum pos-
sible number required for this but the 
total availability appears to be less. 

The situation regarding diesel and 
\terosene availability, particularly in 
Northern and North-Eastern India is 
very critical. The following steps have 
been taken to meet the situation:-

(i) Adequate imports of HSD anci 
kerosene are being or~anised to en-
sure that sufficient stocks are avail-
able at the main port locations to 
take care of the full requirements 0 
these two products in the country. In 
addition to the imports that have 
already been organised and are ex .. 
pected fa be received in the corning 
months in country, further imports 
of .... the products will be organised so 
tnat there is no. dearth of availabi-
lity of these products at the port lo-
cations. 

(H) Following the disruption in 
production in Barauni refinery and 
movem t of petroleum product 
from out of Assam, certain steps 
have been taken far movement ot 
products rom alternate ·source. 
The pumping 0 products like die 1 
and kerosene from Ha dia throu h 
he Ha eli Uarauni-Patna-Mugha 

sarai-Allahabad-Kanpur pieeMe 
been maximised in the last 
Discussions h ve a 0 b en bel 

ks. 

the Railways to mov additiona pro-
duct by raU to thes locations t the 
e ten possible. How ver, t tot 1 
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availability inspite of these alterna-
tiv s arr ngements falls short of the 
deficit that has been created by clo-
sure of Barauni refinery and move-
ment of petroleum products from out 
of Assam. The concerned State Gov-
ernments have alr eady been advised 
about the r educed availability of 
products and th ey have been' reques-
ed to nsure the best possible dist ri-

bution of the available products. 
ThE? esponsibility fOr distribution 
of petroleum products within the 
States is with the state Gov rn-
ments. They have already been re-
qu st d to take ·effective steps for 
curbing anti-social practices like 
bI ck .. marketing etc. which are us-
ually xperienced in times of short-

ges. The State Governments have 
owers under the Essential Commo-

dities Act to take action against 
uch malpractices. A meeting is also 

being arranged on 29th January with 
Chief Ministers and Chief Secretaries 

nd Secretaries of civil Supplies of 
certain states to go into the various 
matt rs regarding quitable di tribu-
tion of the available products. 

(iii) Discussions have been held 
with Railway and a meeting is fixed 
today with the Minister of Railways 
to con ider the extent possible, the 
rail movem nt of petroleum products 
in the country. It must be remem-
bered that even if adequate imports 
of products like iesel and kerosene 
ar organised, making them available 
at the consuming locations to the 
uffici nt xtent will necessarily d -

pend upOn our capacity to move the 
products to these locations. 

Th d mand for p troleum products 
is risi g ry fast r a number of 
r on. Whatev r , possible is bing 
don to 'mprove the availability of 

0'1 um products and remOVe the 
traints that are now standing in 

a . 
. RAJAN: I heard the 

~\'If.:::rnt::Ilt r ad out b the han. Mi is-
i h ra t tte tion. I can very 

well understand the over-all pOsition 
regarding petroleum porducts in our 
country, espeCially in the light of the 
world market position and all those 
things. I can also appreciate the bot- . 
tleneck that has arisen regarding the 
transportation of these products and 
the peculiar situation that has arisen 
in the northeastern region. That also 
he has ver y well stated. But what-
ever be the availability ot"' this mate-
r ial, I wish to st ress that it is more 
a question of distribution. 

Scarcity is quite evident and the 
black market prices are rising even to 
Rs. 5 per litre of kerosene in certain 
r~gions, It ha~ been reported widely 
in the press. Kerosene as well as 
diesel shortage has its own impact on 
ehe over-all economy of the country, 
especially agriculture. My purpose in 
calling the attention of Gov rnment is 
just to imp ess and urge upon them to 
see that a proper distribution System 
is evolved, so that priority is laid 
dOWn and the country does not suffer. 
To make it easy for the Minister to 
reply I am just dividing my question 
into parts: 

(a) How does the Governn1ent 
propose to meet the ever surging de-
mand for the petroleum products es-
pecially in the light of the disturb-
ing situation in the northeastern 
region? 

(b) What is the estimated gro th 
in demand for k rosene and dies 1 
in 1980 over 1979? 

(c) What is! the criterion adopted 
for the distribution of kerosene and 
diesel for the different states? 

(d) Has the Government laid 
down any priority consideration in 
the matter of supply of kerosene and 
diesel? 

(e) What concrete steps are being 
taken for the air and proper d istri-
bution of keros ne to the rural poor 
and di sel to the agriculturists? 

SHR! p, C. SETHI: I am thankful to 
the hon. Member for putting very good 
questions with a view to elicit proper 
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.information. As a matter of fact, as 
lar as the northeastern region is con-
cerned, as I have pointed out, the 
difficulty is two-fold. One is, Assam 
refineries are closed and the ONGC s 
oil wells are closed. There is picket .. 
ing and one of our best officers has 
been killed and people are not allowed · 
to go and work on the oil wells as well 

. as in the refineries. Fortunately, two 
days before, Gauhati refinery had just 
started working and we hope that all 

. concerned will help us in bringing the 
, si tua tion to normalcy in Assam and w e 
also hop that the other two refineries 
will also commenpe working shortly. 
As soon as the oil wells start working, 
instead of pumping oil from Haldia we 
would be able to pump it f am Assam. 

'The capacity of the pipe line which 
takes the crud oil from Assam to 
Barauni is much bigger than what is 
available from Haldia to this side. 
Instead of that, although the pipe line 
is long, we are trying to meet the 
situation by pumping whatever capa-
city we can pump from Haldia. But 
there is another difficulty also. If we 
want to send road tankers from tbis 
side,-most of the tankers and other 
commodities which are likely to go to 
Assam • are lying at Siliguri or at cer-

-tain other points-they are afraid that 
once they enter, either the driver will 
be killea or the vehicle will be burnt. 
A lar number of vehicl s consistIng 
not only of this, but also other pro-
ducts which are requir d in Assam, 
are on the border a Assam at present. 
Therefore, in consultation with the 
Rome Ministry, adequate steps are 
being taken to meet the situation. The 
Railways a supplying the maximum 
numb r f tankers available with them 
an the Railway Minister, since he 
took charge is fully sized of the mat-
ter and we are very nluch thankful to 
him. But, at the same time, I must 
say that the growth rate with regard 
to consumption has been from 8 to 9 
per ent and from 9 to 16 per ent and, 
as compared to that, the rowth rate 
of th t kers has not be n commen-
surate with tbi growth rate with the 
l'e u that tank~r ar not able to 
m et th requisite d mand. We are 

(CA) 

also trying to find out wh ther we can 
take tankers from certain areas which 
are also very useful. For 15 or 26 
days if we can draw tankers from 
there, we can use these tankers to 
send these products, from other ports 
to the north-eastern region. W ar 
on that exercise and I can assure the 
han. Members that we will try to give 
results as early as possible, in no more 
than 15 to 20 days at the most. 

As far as the estimated growth ra e 
is concerned, as I have said, it was 8 
to 9 per cent last year and this year, 
it is in the Vicinity of 16 per c nt. 
The growth rate is increasln very 
day because on account of the closure 
and shortage of ele tricity, dies 1 is 
being divert.ed to agricultural ope-
rations also, B ides that, every y ar, 
in th agricultural sector, new pump-
ing sets are coming uP and, therefor , 
diesel is required to m et that demand. 
The road trans port is also increasing 
in a big way. The gro'wth rate of 
road transport is· also very big, So, 
all these factors ar there. An exercise 
in dep h is being undertaken to take 
care of the whole situation. 

As far as the crit ria fOr distribu-
tion are concerned, we have taken the 
criteria of the last year's consumption 
when the availability was at ts peak 
Apart from that, although w should 
have added 10 per c nt grO"wth but i 
view of these difficulties and shortag , 
it has not been possible. According to 
the allocations that were made la 
year, we have taken into account only 
5 per cent growth and, to that xt nt, 
we are de nitely in shortfall. The 110-
cations to the tates are made 0 this 
basis, that is, on th basis of what 
have given them i the last y ar and, 
ov r and above that, 5 per cen mOre. 
This is the position. 

I would like to xplain tha rna i 
an allocation and making t av ilable 
are two thi gs. Allo ation one 
thin but actual r eip . a diff t 
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thing. On account of the various con-
straints which I have mentioned, actual 
receipts in every state are not to the 
extent the allocations are made. There 
is ashortfall. Particularly in the 
north-eastern region, the situation is 
very difficult. For example, I would 
like to state that n Madhya Pradesh, 
we are supplying all these products 
from Vizag and tnere is no difficulty. 
The otal allocation for diesel in Ma-
tlhya Pradesh was in the vicinity of 
16,500 tonne's and the shortfall in. ac-
,ua,I receipt was hardly 1500 tonnes. 

Then, we see that on account of 
the non_cooper'Ction of the State Gov-
ernments in havin.g effective control 
over the distribution system the mal-
practices go on and, in spite of the 
~vailability, the situation is bad. For 
hat, the State Governments are res-
ponsible. If they take stern measures 
under the Essential Commodities Act 
and also make use of the Ordinance 
which is gOing to take the shape of 
the law, particularly in these areas. I 
think, 50 per cent of the difficulties 
would be over. According to the re-
ports rom many people coming and 
telling me, it is a common knowledge 
that petrol pumps remain closed dur-
ing the day; they oper'ate during the 
night. Anybody who pays a higher 
premium gets priority and others stand 
in the queue. 

Similar is the position in respect of 
kerosene. Kerosene is not reaching 
remote vllages becaUSe of the mal-dis-
tribution system. Whatever the han. 
Member ha'" said with regard to kero-
sene-it may be Rs. 5 a litre in his 
area ut 'n my area also .. . (Inter-
Tuptions) . 

SH I JYOTmMOY BOSU (Riamon 
Harbour): It is Rs. 8 in my area. 

SHRI P. C. SETHI: You are a big 
man' you can afford to pay! (Inte7'-
rup i ) 

re ds t.h steps a concerned, 
in my mai statement I have enume-
, ated the fe tha e e ta ing. 

(CA) 

. tatT!f« ~ ~ (arr~~): ~~'l'1' 
if q'~:qrn ~fCfWff lfiT CfiCRft' !fit <ft;rt I 
~ 1979 iti lf~ if \iFfCftr 19 0 
;r 2 5 srfcrm-cr ~ti ~q"h' g'hr~ it" if'h: ~ff;rT 
ft ~~ ~rl«i it ~T lfiClc:rr (fi"\ ~r ~ 

• ~ij"U ~ ilu ~~ ~ fCfi 1 1 f~ep:an: 
1 9 7 9 tf>T \;fT ~rcR qQf e:ro t:rmrm- f~lU 
~T 'UiUf ~Cfin: CfiT fSfl ~::q 0 ~ij' 0 ~T 0 ""T 
~ ifi lf1'Tffi it i fcsr Cfl) ~ff;TCflff11 sr~ -
f1fC1i~T ~T ~ aT ,\HT ~~l1cfl(fr cpT qf"<-
~ ~r fCfilfT \Sf ~T ~ I Gf~~ ~n~i·h.: 
~h: ~)a$~ f~ tp;n~~ q'\tr~\if ~ f~ 
~~ q' ~T f.,cq"\ ~a- ~ ~T"{ \if~ ~~r 
~T \ ~~ ~ CfiT :tfttc fr '+1ltCfi~ ~rf;; ~( 
~ 9;fTl: J;fift ~"ffl' ~ ~ 'TO' ~ Cll'rffl 
Cllf ". ~~ ~ ~~~ SfT1:(f ~ ~T ~J 
t:fffi<"f ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~T "{~r ~ I s~ 
f~ it GfA'o:rr :q~ijr ~ fCfi \if) J;frcR ~mr 
f~ \ifT' ~~ ~T f;;~llT fGlt ~CfiT 'U~f~R 
~n: ~lf"( q'~o:r ;;{f ~T ~ eft ~rcr Cflff 
~ ~oTif{j ? CflrTfCfi ~ i1i'iCfT q'reT ct)' 
~ ~ 7)f)l: en! ~A'~R 'til: Cfi)fq ~ 
~ ftfi \if~ \Sf~ ~ tf)t~~ ~T~o ~o tJ:lfO 
q)i1r 0 ~ ~ Gf~~ Gf~ll: ~'h: ~)&~~ 
i:i' 'TT ~t i# fCfiij'f'fT CflT tfi~' GfW~ &1' 
Gf~ ml:: ~~ f~ if f\;f~GTl: cr@.~ ~1i 
ctT ~"\ ~T 'ifrt I (f) ~ ~ ~g' it 
ot?~ ~cm"{ rn ~ ~ C5 FroT ? 

SHRI P. C. SETHI: For the benefit 
of the Ron. Members from the ~outh,. 
think the Hon. Member would not • 
mind if I reply in English. 

As far as this 20 per cent 'Kat'.)ti' 
which the Hon. Member has raised is 
concerned, I would like to make it 
very clear that after the assumption 
of office by the Government on 
14-1 ... 1980 no 'katotr has been done by 
this Government. Actually, the 'Ka-
toti' was done by the prepious Gover-
rnent on 5th Jan, 1980. Therefore, as 
far as this 'Katoti' is concerned, we 
are not responsible 'for it. It '.vas 
exactly On the 5th before the results 
stated coming that the previous GQ-
vernment made this reduction of 2.0 
to 25 per cent. 

Then, I would also like to add, in 
this connection, that the Hon. Member 
is right that proper priorities were not 

iven. What happened in states like 
Uttar Pradesh is that there are com-
plaint that equitable distribution to 
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all the Districts was not made. Now, 
I will have to go into the complaint3, 
but it is reported that the bulk of the 
,supplies has been diverted to Western 
U.P . while the Jhansi Division and 
eastern U. P. was kept dry. 

Similarly, with regard to the instruc-
tions which the previous Government 
has issued, though it claimed to be the 
greatest supporter of Kisans', they 
could not get it implemented becau~e 
they were only violating popular slo-

# gans for the Kisans. They never paid 
any heed to this. Thjs is the state 
'Government's: subject, and the state 
Government never paid heed to it. 

~ But I can assure the Hon. Member th3t 
we have called a meeting of the Chief 
Ministers the Chief Secretaries and the 
Civil Supplies Secretaries on the 29th 

" of this month. The matter is so ur-
gent that the Prime Mjnister hers<?lf 
is very much concerned about it and 
she herself is dealing with the subject 
every day. She is having discussions 
with the concerned persons in the Min-
istry. We have called this meeting 
and we are serious about it. The State 
Governments ~'ould not implement the 
Ordinance which is already in exis-

tence, but it will now ta~e the shape 
of law and if they indulge in malprac-
tices and unever distribution, then we 
will have to find out ways and means 
to deal with these issues. 

SHRI R. K. MHALGI (Thane): Sir, 
I have divided roy qUE'stion into three 
parts. The first part is whether the 
shortage of kerosene and HSD has 
been due to reduced supply of import-
ed kerosene from Soviet Russia, whe-
ther Russia has reduced the supply 01 
kerosene against its commitment and 
~f so, the reasons communicated to 
India, Part (b) is · whether any rc:" 
tices and un ever distribution, then ~e 
search is being made for an alterna-
~ive fuel. Part (c) is this; with the 
Government is thinking of raising the 
prices of gas cylinder used for dom s-
tic purposes and also of kerosene; thiS' 
step of Government \vill definitely be 
throwing p t 01 in the flames of diS-
content of the common man; may I, 
therefore, know whether Government . 

., 

(CAl 
:really intends to raise the prices of 
domestic gas cylinders and of k ro-
sene? 

SHRI P. C. SETHI: Although gas 
cylinders do not come under the orbit 
f this question, I would be very hap .. 

iy to inform the hon. Member of this 
House as· well as the hon. Members 
of the other House that today we 
have passed orders to give gas 'chuIies' 
to all the Members of Parliament in 
Delhi as well as in their constituen-
des. 

SHRI R. K. MHALGI: I am speak-
ing about the common man. 

MR. SPEAKER: His question is 
whether you are trying to raise the 
price or not. 

SHRI P. C. SETHI: I know whe~'e 
the. shoe pinches. 

Again, the hon. Members seems to 
be absolutely misinforme<i that there 
is any shortfall with regard to supply 
from the USSR. T,he USSR is stand-
ing by the commitment which they 
have made. We are getting regular 
supplies from the USSR. This is, I 
think, a deliberate propaganda. 

As far as the alternative fuel is con-
cerned, this i~ a complex question; this 
and other such questions will have to 
be dealt with by Science and Techno-
logy. Of course, We would be in the 
picture, and we are prepared to assist 
the Departments concerned who will 
think over this. 

SHRI R. K. MHALGI: My one qu s-
tion has not been replied to--abou 
raising the price of ke osene which 
will affect tbe comm'.:>n man. 

. ERr P. C. SETHI: As far as the 
)rice of kerosene i~ cone rn d. it 
Rs. 1~ 50 I.lOW. But on account 0 mal-
'iistributlon, it is not available 
Us. 1.50. For example, I would Ii 0 

tate that in Madhya Prade h, epar 
from Rs. 1.50, the St te Govemmen 
has put additional cbar es on accoun 
o transportation of Rs. 27 with th 
result that the Govemmen price ' 

adhya Pradesh i Rs. 1.68 and not 
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Rs. 1.50 These are things which they 
at not entitled to do. But all these 
things have been done because the 

,Centr was not strong. 

saRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY (Mid .. 
apor ): Will the hon. Minister kindly 

1 t us know whether the allocations to 
various stat s are made on monthly 
basi or on annual basis and also whe-
th r before allocating kerosene and 
die el oil to the States he gets certain 

mands from various States. The 
hOn Minister has stated very kindly 
that the previous Government, on the 
5th January had made this cut. Will , 
h kindly state when the present Gov-
ernment is going to make UP this cut 
a r store the old thing? If that Gov-

rnm nt had made the cut, why can't 
this Government make it up? As it has 
come out from the various statements 
mad on the floor of the Hous , th 
cut in Rajasthan has been 20 per c nt. 
Will he kindly let us know as to what 
is the cut in the State of West Bengal. 
Whether their instructions to check 
hla k mark ting, etc., are being follo'W-

d or not? He has stated that they are 
not being followed and a certain 
amount of corruption is taking place 
in the matter of distribution of kero-
s De and diesel oil causing further 

arcity which shouid not have taken 
place. I want to know whether your 
instructions are being followed or not 
and, i not apart from the meeting on 
the 29th ~hat oth r steps are you 
goin to take to see that your instruc-
tions ar followed in this matter? 

nstly will you kindly state whe-
t 

th w can expect some amelioration 
o this condition Or as you haVe stated 
so ar. we have und rstood in wha-

er ways and mans you hav stated, 
th you p ct the same condition as 
it i today will continue? 

th 

is any ... 
us time. Wha-

poil in three years, 

please give us three months to im-
prOve it. 

MR. SPEAKER: Sbri Chandra Pal 
Shailani. 

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: What 
about my other questions? The pre ... 
vious government made a cut. When 
are you going to restore it? 

SHRI p . C. SETHI : The hon. Mem-
ber asked whether there was an extra-
ordinary cut for West Bengal. Now it 
'was a 20 per cent cut on a uniform 
basis for all the States effected by the 
previous Government on January 5, 
1980. 

As far as the restoration is concern ... 
ed I said we are trying to tie it up , 
with the imports and we are trying to 
review the products and I can assure 
the hon. Member that not only we 
would be able to restore the cut but we 
will be able to flood. 

p;f) ;~ (tq' ~~f'lr (~(~w) : ~~Zia; 
~)Glf, ~tr tJ"+rlf ~w it f~cT i'fi a-i;>f 'Art 
6T~~ CflT f'flc:r<=rr lffr~~ \1ij'~r 'All<: tfiT 
~~Cfj~ ~zyrT :qr~ ~ fCRrf trUq fCf~r~1 
~ ~ ~r cti~ ~<i, fifim fCfi~rrr ~ ~ 13fr 
Cfi'{ 1~l5i fGfie-rrr coT 'iiB'e;f efT ~, iJ;lftf ~ 
(niT;q~ \lfflflfT I ~rq' Cfi~l ;r (if w~ J it 
\if'rlt ~T q r ~~c~l ~,.~ ~Cfit Cfif ~r~;; i;>fffT 
qr~~ I ~~ fClRlrf~~l Cfit ~it ~ f~~ 
fl1~cr cor a-~ rrtN fl1~ qr ~T I il' 
lf~ fui af~ 'fi' 'IT :qr~oT ~ f~ ~"Tir 
~Cfir~, ~'ll11: * ;rc:rftfT, "{pscgfcr ~ ~Cfi~ • 
snurr ~T CfCfi 9;fT~ ~)~ ;tferllt q.:fi it 

fij'lfT trRi ~ ~rl1crrtr'f f~lI'r fco iiI'~~T fjr 
6r~~ ~j~ rl1~T ~ ~ 'tiT cti+rT ~~T Cfi\ 
e:T \ifl"lflIT I ~fctirr 9;fCOij')ij' ~ ij'r~ Cfi~~r 
q:Cfr ~ flfi ~ ~l11crr~'f '1~r Cf~ ~"{T 'fitT 
ijifr , !q(q ~i fen '(ij' ~ifrCf ~ q;:r~ 
~tfGtl CfiT ~ ~ qf;:q'ff ~i!T it f'fiO';:rr m, 
fct~r \ifrq-r ~T--t;cp ?ere-~ CfiT ~, f~G~ ~ ~ 
qfh:rrr ~c CfiT 2 0 f~~ stf~ tf':(f~ :q;;rq 
~ q'~ fctlff Gfret'( ~r I ~~ ~ i'frq 
~(11 ~~ ". B' CfiT lfren ~ra-r ~~ ~ I 9;fr~ 
~mcf tfg f~ If ~Gf fCfWNl ~ 'fRT rn- I 

fCfie-r;; ft q:;e-~ ~~ "(::rr ~ I Erq'rt er~a
~ B'lferlfT ~ ~ "{' erra T q'~ SfCfirllT :ST~r I 
. ~ij' if ;; \;fr Cfi1: lfeft lf~~lI' ~ ';iffFf'fr 

:qr#ffr fCll 'itt' Cf'lff ~it iii a-t>f g;r 't ~T~{i 
ft \if !ff~~:;;riff ~T fCfiQ;r fC{~' . 

V nrr'lf \1frw. if"{ '3'tAi f\1tt 
r 7fr ~ '3'o~ \iff ~T 
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~~r ~ itu ~ fifi if<n ~it 
~ a-~ 'J'l\ fnr~ CfiT ifillra- ~ ~R ifiT 
~cm: ifiT fflT~ ~? ilftTT 3 0 S{f~wa' {« 

ctiT ifiTmt ~R ~ GfT ~T ~? 

Q Cfi' ~ ~ ~~ ~~T :;:{1&CfT ~ fCll 
f~' 6 lf~T;:rT it fCfi'cA ~lf~~ fCfi~ 
~~ fCf~ ar~T ~ fti~q; GfiTlf~T ifT ttl 
~T~ ~ fCfl~ S{Cfjr~ Cf1T Cfi1C:J~T 'fiT ~? 
f'fiij~ ~mT 'fiT ~~ ili1fT tt1rT fCfiCf;:rT if) 
iifl1T;;r fCfilff tt1rT? 

-0 

lr~T :q ~T ~qr~ l.T6 ~ f;n :ST\ifi;; ~~ 
flfGeT ~ a-~ ttiT ~ mif~lf ~ it ~m 
9;ffa'firf~T em ~r~ ~Tcrr ~ I ~'1'tiT flr~ 

, ~iffi it ~r ~Tf~~.~ frrcrtf~a Cfi1+1cr", q~ 
a-t1" ;;iiT ~ ~ an~Cfi a;:qr ~l+nl q~ i(~ 
~ I ~ \iiTrr;;T ~mcrr ~ ~~ f~r:o ~~ifiT~ 
~r CliT~~T ~~it \iff ~T ? 

MR. SPEAKER.: There are spates of 
questions. You are to ask one ques-
tion , 

SHRI HARIKESH' BAHADUR 
(Gorakhpur): Sir, according to the 
rules, the han. Member cannot ask five 
questions. 

MR. SPEAKER: He has split up the 
one question into parts. Please sit 
down. (Interruptions.) Memb rs should 
not interrupt him at all. Order, order. 
Let the Minister reply. All of you 
will please sit down. 

~"'t QTo ,"0 m>T: mrrt=fm tr:~ ;r 
fCf1a~ wn~ t;{~ . ~~ T ~r ~ fif,' 
fCfio~ t1"Tlf ~Cfi lfT~f~lf it qCfi. ~ ~ ~ 
f'fiCl'~ ~ \l\if ~ ~Cfi'1 it lff it ~T ~ffT 
=ififiT ~ fCfl" ttq;)~lte 'fi~ ifiT ~ ~(\ilf tr{~T 

, ~ ,ttr ~q.:& it fifitr U~ if f! ~ 
t~qon: f~ iftt ~ ~f'iCfiTtT ~ trofiRT 
~ ;Ttf(fr;{T qitft, ~tn: lfT'f~ ~ 
~tfG1f ~iT ~T . U\itlT ~ If& ~rrT ~'«t.f.T 

,g) \ifTlf1fT ffT lfA"JTlf ij'~ ~) lfg ~~f;firft 
~ i1fritlft I 

lfT,,.:ft7.f ~ \if) CifTCfiT ~ . ern' 
~ \if) ~ m-r ~ ~ f;r~ I 

aT {f ~T glfT flfl tr~T 'U11TlftJT ~ 
~ ~ fCfl ~TcfT m m 'Ulr if.R 

11.47 hrs. 
ANNOUNCEMENT RE: CANCELLA-

TION OF SITTING 

MR. SPEAKER: Members are aware 
that the 31st January, 1980 has been 
declared a closed holiday in all the 
Government of India Offices on ac .. 
count of Milad-un-uabi or Id-e-Milad, 
the birthday of Prophnet Hazarat 
Mohammad. I have discussed the 
question of cancellation Of sitting o ' 
Lok Sabha fixed for 31st January 
1980 with the Leaders of the Party! 
Groups in the House. They have all 
agreed that the sitting may be can ... 
celled. Accordingly, the House wiU 
not sit on Thursday, the 31st January, 
1980. 

Replies to both Starred and Un ... 
starred Questions listed for that day ' 
will be laid on the Table at the sit-
ing to be held on the 1st F bruary 

1980. ' 

Now, statement by the Minist r of 
Parliamentary Affairs. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-

TARY AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHR. BHISHMA NARAIN 
SINGH): With your permi sion Sir 
( rise to announce that Government 
Business in this House during the 
we k commencing 28th January, 
1980, will consist of: 

(1) Consideration of any item of 
Government Business carried ove 
from today's Order Paper. 

(2) Discussion and voting on : 

(ii) Supplementary D mands 0 ... • 
Grants (Railways) for 1979-80. ' 

(ii) . Supplementary D m nd fo 
Grants (Railways) Or 1979-80. 

(3) Furthe con ideration an 
passing 0 the Gov rnmen of Union 
Territories (Amendment) Bill, 1 8 . 


