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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

SECRETARY: I beg to lay on the 
'Table of the House a copy of the 
President's Address to both Houses of 
Parliament 'assembled together on the 

rd January, 1980. 

PR SID T'S ADDRESS 

Honourable Members, 

It gives me pleasure to welcome you '0 this first joint session of the Seventh 
Parliament. I ext d my licitations 

m rob r of the n ok a. 

2~ The Sixth Lok Sabha wa elected 
March, 1917. But it could not 18 

2 

its full term and had to b dissolved 
less than half-way through. After i s 
dissolution, the governance of the 
country had to be carried on for som 
Inonths without a Lok Sabha. Happi 
the lUlcertainty 0 these last few 
mo ths has been resolved. The people 
o India have through the democratic 
process unabiguously rejected ph'loso-
phics based on regional, lingustic, 
-sectoral or communal differences d 
have chosen to be governed by those 
who derive their mandate from all 
parts of the country and all sections 
pf the popul'ation. The result of the 

.ections has made it possible for th 
country to look forward to a period 
of stable government at the Centre. 

3. It is matter of regret that today 
we do not have amongst us here re-
presentatives from ill number of consti-
tuencies of some of the North-
Eastern States. The problems of this 
region, 'and mor'e especially of Ass m 
lat the moment, requ re to be 
wi h urgen I and in a spirit of un e -
t ding and mutua acconunodatio 

1 si es. Th Gov rnment 
e no pa to ecure speedy oIu" 

tio s to these pro lems nd to put an 
I1d to violene. Government a.,...,....-... -." 

al ti 0 the people to 
in crea Hng conaUions conduci e 
this. 
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detect and prevent crime have created 
a senSe of insecurity in the minds of 
law -abiding people. Disrespect I for 
law and widespread indiscipline have 
lowed down the wheels of productive 

endeavour. 

5. he economic situation which the 
preesnt Government has inherited is a 
matter ot grave concern and anxiety. 
The loa t year has witnessed a viciOus 
inflationary spiral with prices re'gister-
ingl a rise of about 20 per cent, There 
has been a severe set-back in agricul-
tural production while industrial pro ... 
duction has remained stagnant. The 
breakdown of infl"Cl-structure, parti-
cularly in certain parts of the country, 
bas led to sharp reduction in output in 
key sectors such as steel and cement. , 
This has necessitated costly imports 
rom abroad while domestic capacity 

built at considerable cost h'as remain-
ed idle. There has been virtually no 
increase in the production of coal. The 
rate of growth of exports ihas s]acken-
eel and he balance of trade is seriously 
in deficit. Lack of effective manage-
mept has resulted in a deterioration of 
ihe national ecC'nomy, There has 
b en a wor ening of industrial rela-
tion and a loss 0 morale in the en ... 
tire industrial sector. 

6. 'rhe massive and bt'oadbased con ... 
fidenc reposed by the people in the 
In w Government reflects a keen desire 
that the deterioration in the law and 

rd r secte as well as in the economY 
'hould be halted and rever~ed, The 
Governm nt uld 'ke to assure the 
p opl that this is indeed what it pro-
po es to do with determination and 
speed. 

7. The Government ~·ill do its utmost 
to -put down lawlessness and resto e 
oonfidence amongst all p ople es-

is ]y thos belonging to the weaker 
tion. The law enforcement a en-

at th Centr and in the states 
11 be activisi d, 0 that proble.rns are 

de t ith promptly and effectively. 

Honourable 
Governm nt ha 

mberS', the new 
n charge just 

over a week ago. The Budget will be 
presented in the next Session when the 

ocio-economic measures proposed to 
be adopted in the furtherance of Gov-
ernment's broad objectives will be 
spelt out. However, there are certain 
n1atter. which require to be mention~. 

9. The Government would like to r e .. 
affirm its commitment to planning as 
an essential tool for engineering social 
and economic change, The great ta!k 
of n'ation-building will have to be 
!resumed with redoubled vigour so that 
coming generations can hope fOT a. 
fuller and better life. 

10. The Government will devo.te 
immediate attention to restoring the 
economic health of the nation, Mea-
sures for the control of prices will be 
initiated. Stringent 'action will be 
taken against anti-social elements such 
as sm ,gglers, hoarders and black-
marketeers. 

11. The Government is conscious o·t 
its duty 1.0 the w eaker sections of 
society. The 20-point economic pro-
gramme, which had proved a bOon to 
the pOOr, the landless, the artisans, 
handlo~m weavers, scheduled cast~,. 

scheduled tribes and other socially 
-backward sections, will be revitalised 
and imolemented in a dynamic man-
ner. The minimum needs progranune 
started during the Fifth Plan will onee 
again be accorded high priority, with 
special stress on education and health 

12. Agriculture and rural develop-
ment, with special emphasis on asslis-
tance to small and marginal farmers 
las well '8S agricultural laboure.rs, will 
receive the highest priority in the 
Government s strategy. Immedia1 
attention will be given to alleviate the 
distress caused by the widespread 

rought. .All assistance will be ~ .. 
tended 1:0 the fanners to achiev 
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maximum production by ensuring prO-
per and timely supp~y ot inputs like 
fertilizers; credit, water, electricity, 

ie elf kerosene etc. For this the co-
.operation of the State Governments 
will be secured in fuLl measure. 
It will be the Gov rnment. 
endeavOur t{) ensure proper remunera-
tive prices to the farmer for his prO-
duce. While providing for sustained 
growth of agriculture the Government 
will devote greater attention to the 
production of commodities such as oil-
seeds to eliminate our dependence on 
foreign sources for such vital necessi-
ties. 

13. InIra-structur~l facilities which 
'had deteriorated leading to transport 
bottlenecks and inadequate supply of 
crucial inputs like steel, cement, coal 
-and power will be strengthened and 
given very high priority. The efficien-
cy ort movement by railways and by 
~hips as ~lso prompt clearance of goods 
at ports will be ensured by close 
rr..onitoring and timely remedial ac-
tion. 

14. On the industrial front emphasi 
will be laid on the rapid increase in 
industrial production t'hrough better 
ut ilization of existing capacity, jm-
proved labour relations and better 
management p'articularly of public 
sector undertakings. Efforts will be 
directed to systematic expansion ot our 
Exports through better management of 
[both the agricultural and industrial 
sectors. 

15. The country is faced with a 
massive energy crisis. We aTe enter-
"n g a period of rising energy costs end 
likely shortages in supplies. The Gov", 

nment proposes to evolve a com-
prehensive national policy on Energy 
with emphasis on fuller utilization of 
'renewable energy sources, both tradi-
tional and non-traditional. 

16. The steady deterioration of the 
environment threatens the present nd 
uture well-being of the country and 

the people. orestation, flood con-
01, soil consel"vation, pr servation of' 
ora and fauna, proper land us plan-

19..i.ng, ater and air pollution controls, 
nd judiciou location 0 i ustrie 

must be uJldertaken urgentiy. Th 
Government is setting up a specialised 
machinery with adequat powers to 
incorporate in all planned develop-
ment n easures to maintain th 
ecological balance. 

17, The role of SCIence and Techno-
logy will be strengthened. Steps will 
be taken to ensure th'at research and 
development get their due place in all 
important sectors of national endea-
vour. 

18. The Gov~rnment reiterates its 
commitment to the Ir edom of th 
Press. It believes in providing all 
possible encouragement tor the deve-
lopment of tSmall and medium news-
papers including thos~ in regional 
languages, 

19, An independent judiciary i 
necessary concomitant of the demo-

rat ic process. The Government is 
anxious that our letgal system should 
provide speedy justice and that .oppor-
tunities for securing justLc are not 
d ni d to any citizen by reason 0 
economic or other disabilities. Mea-
sures tor, tbis purpose and other allied 
matters 'are propOsed to be initiated. 

20. The Government is committed 
fully to ~ecularism and will tak steps 
to ensure that the minorities, while 
preserving their distinct cultural 
identities, enjoy a senSe 0 ull and 

qual participation in all spheres 0 
national ]if. Legislation fOr assuring 
the minority character of the Aliga h 
Muslim University will be introduced 
in the next Session. 

21. In a polity like ours, healthy 
relations between the Centr and h 
Stat s ar s~ential for effective func-
tioning. It will be th ndeavour of 
the Central Government to maintai 
and foster uch r lations'. 

22. In international affairs, th Gov-
ernment will follow the path 0 
alignment. India has alway, 
steadfast in the inde d nee 
judgement in th making 0 her Or i 
policy. Neither pr sures or bI 
dishmen have sway d u om. 
pu wt 0 our Own national i t 
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Consistent with the above principles 
th Government intends to promote 

ur essential goals without fear or 
vour. The Government. will pursue 

a dynamic, positive and unifying 
,policy. It will endeavour to narrow 
the gap between the developed and 
developing nations so as to ensure en-
durin peaCe 'and equitably distributed 
prosperity. On th basis of overeign 

quality, mutual respect and non-
int r rence in internal affairs, it will 
maintain and strengthen friendly 
relations with all countries, 

23, The intervention of outside forces 
and the induction of armaments in the 

gion 'as well as in our neighbourhood 
have created a dangeroUs situation not 
on y 0 ourselves but fOr the entire 
.ar a. Recent developments in 

fghanistan highlight the re-emer-
e 0 the cold '\Tar. This i ~ a matter 
ave conce on. T e couniries of 

egion hould be allowed to devote 
energi to the promotion of 

~iona1 stabi ity 'and co-op~'ration 
with ne anoth . he resou ces of tlbe 

e ion ar enormous and should be 
t· 's d tor the el are of the people 

t r To subject these countries' to 
ig Po ve rival isis tota11y un-

acc pta,ble to us, The Gove nment in-
t to initiate consultations and 

c . on to oc;tcr co-oneration for the 
I-being or the entire region. 

be re-
ea r. 
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26. Our friendship with Vietnam re ... 
main a constant factor in our policy .. 
We stand for a Kampuchea abl to 
ski s own destiny f of outside 

essure. We in tend to continue to itr_ 
prOVe our relations with ASEAN for 
whos members We have googwill and 
understanding. The need in South 
East As.ia is for mutual confidence and 
relaxation of ten lions, 

27, Dtstance has been no bar to our 
forging clOSe and friendly relations 
with the countries of Latin America 
or the far-flung countries of the C'om-
monwealth, Our relations with Japan 
and the countries of Europe are com-

rehensive in nature and are mutually 
~atisfying, 

28, With OUr brethren in Africa we 
haVe stood shoulder to shoulder in the 
struggle against colonialism and racia-
l i~m, Our SOlidarity with the Arab 
'cause is ba cd on principles and \ve 
believe that a solution to the prob1ems 
of West Asia cannot be found without 
conceding the le.gitimate demands: of 
the Pa1e:--tinians fo their homeland. 

29. Our relations with the Soviet 
Union hav e roanded, based on an 
abiding friendgJhip which demonstrateS' 
the virtues of r liability and mutual 
understanding. We intend to deepen 
a d extend this co-operation. ~ 

O. We have many-sid d relations 
with the United States. These win be 
further consolidated in the co text of 
ih common values we cherish as si er 
democracies, We hop we can both 
cn-o rate in our efforts to establish 
peace and s ability w'th <lev lopm nt 
and co-operation in ou region, 

31. Pr sid nt Zia-ur-Rahman 0 
angladesh ha j t cO c ud his visit 

President Valery Giscard 
ain . ance will be our Chief 

uta the ,epublic ay celeb ratio 
this year, Chane l10r eisky of Au -
tr' and Pre id nt C ro 0 Cuba are 
vi i . d u ot"tly. Wear confident 
\f:ha such e chan!!es significantly 
trengthen ou rel~tions with oth 

eoun 1 . 
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32. Honourable Members, the present 
Se sion will be a short one. You have 
to attend to urgent legis~ tive business, 
the most important ,being the Amend-
ment of the Constitution to continue 
eserv tions in th legislatures in 

favour of Scheduled Castes~ Schedul-
d Tribes and Anglo-Indians. 

33. During the course of your five 
year tenure, nlany issues will come 
before you for consideration. A 
healthy and functioning parliamen-
t ry democracy proceeds accor ing t(' 
well laid down rules of the game. 
Mutual respect bas' to be shown by the 
Government and the Opposition for 
ach other. The harmonising of nilfer-

ing points of view in a spirit of accO-
mmodation and conciliation rather than 
conflict and confrontation is a n ces-
sary condition of democratic function-
ing. I urge all sections of the House 
to lay the on troversies and conflicts of 
the past behind them and approach 
th urgent tasks confronting th nation 
,in a spirit of co-operation and har~ 
mony, kt~eping in mind the need to 
serve the people and to uphold all 
that L in the national interest: I 
wish you all success in your efforts. 
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~, 
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a Cii a:ildf<~ 1i"l'+Rf' ~-
~ ;r ~ CTft ~ c6 arr~ q(, ~ 
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~~~I 
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~ ~14i1~ ~ ~ ~ 3Th '8 {Chi < 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( f\lj~Cf)l 
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~l 
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~ ~ ~ {I~qfij ~ ~ {l 
. arT ~"( I fit ~~ I~ ~ 

~ W ~ ofi amrr'f -~ ar;tT rn 
cfi mtf ~ RerT q;f <rnr ~"{ ~r +(\if-
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32. ~1'1~')1l 4ij~tlt·IUI, ~ " 
acWCfiI~ ~ I 3llqq:;T arm-~ 
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tf 3fm1llT ~ ~ dfi ~ ~for~ l=t 
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OBITUARY REFERENCES 

SHRI JYOTIR!~OY BOSU (Diamond 
Harhour): Before the obituary re!er-
enc is taken up, I have to mention 
something. Why has J ayaprakash 
Narayan's name been made No.2 and 
Lord Louis MOllntbatten'$ been made 
fir t? This is a very distressing 

tter. 

MR. SPEAKER: This is just only 
ccording to the dates of dpmise. 

SHRr JYOTIRMOY BOSU: You 
will agree with me that Jayaprakash-
ji does not cOme into that category. 

RI BHAGAT HA ZAD (Bh, 1-
pur): I do not t 'nk it i proper tl': ere 
should be a controversy about it. 

SIIR JYOTIR!vIOY BOSU: I will be 
failing in my duty if I do not point 
it out to the hon. Speaker. 

MR, SPEAKER: We 'can just start 
fron). Shri Jayaprakash Narayan. It 
was just ('nly chronological order. 

I have to inform the Hous of th 
sad demise of s~veral of our es leerPed 
fri nds during the past few months--
Shri Jayaprakash Narayan, Lord Louis 
Mountbatten, 5hri Balgovind Verma, 
8hrl Nugehalli Shivappa, Shri M. T. 
Raju, Shri Abdul Gani Dar, Shri 
Mohammad Tahir, Shri Tenn ti Vi~wa
nathan, Shri Padampat Singhania, Shri 
Dattajirao B, Kadam, Shri Tan Singh, 
Shri Brajeshwar Prasad, Shri Paika 
Murumu, Shri Yagya Narayan Singh, 
Shri A. M. Tariq, Shri Kisan Veer, and 
Shri Chandrashanker. 

All of us were shocked to learn. of 
the passing away of Shri Jayapraka 
Narayan em 8 coer 1979 at the age 
of 7. Slirl Narayan was a great 
patnot who made many sacrifices dur-
1 r~t; e freedom struggle and always 
championed the cause of the people. 

Shri .Jayaprakash Narayan mad not-
able contributions to disseminat th 
messag of Bhoodan mov ment, in pro" 
r.1oting the caus~ of peace in Nagaland 
and in resolvin the prctbl m of dacoi 
in the Chambal Valley_ He took a lead .. 
ing part in organising th Afro-A' an 
Convention on Tibet in 1960 and under-
to k a wor d tour in 197 to draw at .. 
t ntion t9 th prohl 0 fr dom 
strugg e i B a glades d ref 
pouring into India. He was befittingly 
iven the Raymon Ma ays y Aw rd 
o public me in 1965. 

He was a reat leader who n . oy 
widespread respect and a e tio . 
cau eo of common man was nea e to 
his beart. His lite of dedication ow 
remain n inspiration to pI . 
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