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Rs, 2 crores.  According to the Department
of fretry, some rarc species of
very hard trecs such as Vayanay, irumpakam,
Churuli, white pine, white teak, Akl
etc, which are alieady disappearing from
our forest, are found in this aea.

In 1976 there was a move to transfer
this forest to the plantation corporation
for planting rubber, But, then it was
given up as it was then thought that such
a move would affect the Kuttizdi project
and cause dcfoiestation, Now, there
are reparts that fresh moves are afoot
at the Government level tn revive the
issue, This forest protects the reservoir
from 5 Kms south of Peruvennamuzhi
to Kakkazan dam from serious soil erosion.
The experts are of the view that if this
forest is destroyed the Peruvannamuzhi
dam will get choked up with silt, An
area of one km. of this forest has already
been cleared. This has resulted in silt
accumulating in the Peruvannamuzhi
dam. If the forest near the reservoir is
cleared, then silting will be compete.
The Kuttiadi project, with an amount of
Rs. 36 crores 2lready having been spent,
has quite often failed in providing water
to the farmers. Silting in the dam would
affect the existence of this vital project,
This highlights the seriousness of the
problem,

The Peruvannamuzhi forest range
originally extended over 8000 hectares,
A very substantial area has been cleared
for the purpose of cultivation and now 1t
is the remaining 500 hectares that are
sought to be cleared. Mapy rare species
of wild animals have become extinct due
to clcarance of thjs forest, The remain-
ing animals may also disappear.

Thousands of acres of forest zre being
cleared in the Vazanand sector which
had been declared as a wild life sanc-
tuary. A major part of it has already
been convertedinto cucalyptus plantation.
Efforts are being made to convert the
rest of the forest also into eucalyptus plan-
tation, Protectiorn.  of wild life
remains on paper and the board that is
set up in the forest,

Therefore, I request the Central Go-
vernment to pay urgent attention to this
issue and take steps to stop further defo-
restation and ensure the safety of Kuttiadi
project.

(ii) SupPLY OF BOOXS TO VARIOUS CENTRAL
SCHOOLS IN THE COUNTRY

SHRI ERA MOHAN (Goimbatore):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Central Govern-
ment schools are spread all over India.
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Children of various religions, irrespective
of caste and creed get together and gain
knowledge. The books :lgt these schools
are printed in New Delhi and distributed
to the various States which in turn give
it to the Central schools located in various
districts, Syllabus remains same all over
India, The academic year for the schools
is reaching the tail end and many of the
students are going to complete their course
within a couple of months, But it is a
surprise that till date many of the Central
schools of Tamil Nadu and other States
have not got the prescribed books as it is
reliably learnt thatthe books are not
ready from the Press, I like to point out
thatin Coimbatore, Centralschool students
have not till date received somec of the
prescribed books, Headmasters of these
schools return from Madras with a negative
reply from the Central Education
Authorities, This inordinate delay in
getting the books has put the children to
a lot of hardships, Many fear that they
have te lose a year as they have to write
the examination without going through
the same, Ljke ‘a stitch in time wilF
savetime® a book in time will save many
children from failing 1n the examination.
This delay can be avoided by re-
gionalising the printing in various States
as many other States do have Central
printing presses, There may not be any
problem in implementing this as the sylla-
bus 1s same all over India, Thereis a
Central Government press in Madras and
Periyanaikan Palayam of Coimbatore.
The Government can give instructions
to print the bocks in the abnve presses
for Central schools so that unnecessary
delay can be avoided and transport ex-
penditure can be saved as cconomy is
more vital at this juncture for our country,

(iii) NeED FOR A Postr AND TELEGRAPHS
DiIvisioN AT BHAWANIPATNA IN ORISA

#*SHRI RASABEHARI BEHERA
(Ka'ahandi) : The people of Kala-
handi district of Orissa are facing many
difficulties due to the lack of adeguate
telephonic connections. QOurs is a back-
ward district. The present telephone
service to the district headquarter town
Bhawanipatna is far from satisfzctory. I
regret to say that the telephone line of
Bhawanipatna remains out of order most
of the time. Even the telephone subs-
cribers of this town are finding it extremely
difficult to make distant calls.

As regards the other blocks of this dis-
trict, the telephone connections have not
been provided to Sinapali, Goamunda and

**The original speech was delivered in Oriya,



