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(ii) PADDY CULTIVATION BY KERALA 
FARMERS 

SHRI B. K. NAIR (Quilon): A very 
serious crisis is developine on the food 
production front in Kerala. The paddy 
cultivators in the entire Kuttanad 
arf:a in the state extending over 60,000 
hectares of land, known otherwise as 
the 'rice bowl' of Kerala. have declar-
·ed their intention to allow their 
lands to lie fallow for thp. current sea-
'son and the sowing operations, which 
slhould have commenced about 4 to 6 
weeks ago, have not been taken up. 

Paddy growing in Kut'tanad has long 
'ceased to be .a remunerative pro-
posit.ion and in the case of most of the 
cultivators, numbering o~r 70,000 
1., have been carryiDl it on just be. 
cause it 1s their only means or liveli-

hood and it is the onl,. job within the1J" 
knowled,e. Apart from the cost of . 
inputs, which has been risin, fast, the 
cost of the various operations involv-
ing manual labour hac; Also risen enor-
mously and this togetbP.r with unhelp-
fUl it not altogether hostile attitude 
adopted by certain lrade unions and 
their leaders, have further added to 
their hu"den. Title yip.ld per acre in 
this area is substantially lower than 
t.he yip-Ids in the 'various other produc-
ing statps. 

A new problem was added fly the 
fresh demands put up by the workers 
for further increase in wages, which 
are already amo:'1gst the highest in the 
whole country, accompanied by reduc-
tion in the hours 0 ~ work and the daily 
tasks. A t conference recently held, 
attended by three of the Ministers of 
the State, a settlement was arrived at 
in re1!a:rd to wagp.s. But even before 
the ink was dry, certain influential 
groups amongst thf' workers put up 
fresh demands for further increase in 
wage~ Clnd added other conditions. It 
is as an immed :ate result oJ this that 
thp cliitivators have declared their in-
tention not to commence operations. 

It is clear, that certain elements are 
bent upon creating a serious food 
shortage in the state, which is chroni-
cally ctefiC'it in the matter of produc-
tion and has always depended upon 
supplips from the Centre. Obvious-
ly t their object is political and the 
usual ('harges of neglect and discrimi-
nation are bound to be ra:sed 
against the Centre. I therefore call 
upon the Central Government to take 
ap,!l"opriate and timely steps to see 
that the confidence is restored in the 
minds of the cultivators and they are 
enabled to rclke up commencement of 
cuUi vation without further loss of 
time. 

(iii) ERADICATION Ole' THE EVIL 
PRACTICE OF PROSTITUTION 

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY 
(Mangalore): S.ir, I want to invite the 
attention o! the Government of India 
towards the evil practic.e prevaiUnst in 
some areas of Kamataka and Maha-


