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MOTION RE. INTERNATIONAL SITU-
ATION.

[English]

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now the
House shall take up the next item. Shri
Eduardo Feleiro to move it.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI
EDUARDO FALEIRO): Sir, | beg to move:

*That this House do consider the pres-
ent international Situation”

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, if, every single
Mamber in this Housa is aware that at this
point of time and in the recent past, global
changes which are historic in nature and

*The following Membars also recorded their Votes.
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Shri M.V.V.S, Murthy, Shri Rabi Ray, Shri Srikanta Jena, Shri Syed Shahabud-

din, Shri Chetan P.S. Chauhan, Shri J.V. Singh Drona, Shri T.C. Khandelwal,
.Shri Bhuvan Chandra Khanduri, Shri Shyam Bihari Misra.
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radicalin character have taken piace and are
in the process of taking place - changes
which are political but are aiso strategic,
changes that are economic and are also
soclal. if | may mention a point of reference
1o these very valid changes, | would submit
that the point of reference would be to the
end of tha coid war, the end of the period of
confrontation betweentite superpowers and
the beginning of @ new era of cooperation,
not merely between the super powers but
among all the great powers of the world. And
indeed, nowhere alse is this cooperation
better expressed than in the United Nations
Organisation itself which, for the first time is
fulfilling the role for which it was founded—
the role namely, of great powers working
togethertowards peace and working towards
progress of mankind.

Whilst we obviously, unconditionally,
totally and fully weicome this spirit of coop-
eration and the end of the cold wer, indeed,
we see ¢ indication of the very foreign policy
which was laid down by Pandit Nehru and
followed by successive Governments -
Congress Government and non-Congress
Govemments. While we see this end of the
confrontation period as a vindication of the
entire principles of the non-aligned move-
ment, we do believe that the spirit of coop-
eration, this sphere of working togethér must
spread beyond the devaloped world, beyond
the industrialised world and beyond the great
powers of all the countries of the world.
Therefore,we believe that is we are to begin
and | have mentioned about the United
Nations Organisation- there mustbe e greater
democratisation of the United nations Or-
ganisation taking in account the realities that
have taken place, the new powers, the new
great powers that have emerged since the
United Nations was created.

Two years from now in 1994, the United
Nations Organisation will be fy
yoarsof s existence. in these 48 years, the
membership tsell of the United Nations have
grown 45 as i was at the time of its creation
1 just above 100. To be precies, we are now
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with 161 membera which gives us about four
times the membership of the United Nations
at the present as compared 10 when it was
constituted. if we are to take an account and
we must take an account of this substantial
increase in the membership and if we are 10
take an account and we shouid take ac-
count, in my submission of the new powers
that have emerged, the countries with large
population which account for e substantial

of mankind at this point of time,
then the call will be and the call is on the part
of india.

| em happy to inform the House that this
call by india had been endorsed recently by
the Ministerial meeting of Non-Aligned coun-
tries in Accra. The call is for greater democ-
ratisation of the United Nations and indeed
for the expansion of the security Council of
the permanent members and other mam-
bers of Securlty Councll, totake an account
of these realities as the United Nations
Organisation finds of the thereshould of its
50th anniversary.

Wae do beliave that in this ere of peacs,
the United Nations Orgenization must aiso
apply its mind with greetar intensity to the
economic aspect of its agendas. It is @ fact
that while the developed countries having
seen sustained retes of growth and prosper-
ity, the developing countries or at least most
of them find themselives amassed in poverty,
in debt and why notin many of them negative
rates of growth. It is necessary that the new
and more just international economic order
should address itself to thesa genuine con-
cems of the countries. Why are
the prices of the commodities produced by
the poor collupsing and why are the Prices of

ing allthe time? The cali goes from india and
poes from many other developing countriss.
The call is for giving more content and sub-
stance 1o the North-South disiogue and the
call is aiso for strengthening South South
Cooperation.

1have broadly outiined the internetional
sosnarl and how we see L. Plesse permit
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me a few minutes to mentions about the
outstanding events that have taken piace in
the field of our foreign policy and diplomacy
overthe last few months or in the very recent
past.

Sir, the relations with our neighbours-t
is a priority on our diplomacy. Before.1 go into
the bilaterel relations and major events, |
would like to exprass hare with all the force
at my command tha view of tha Governmant
of india and of this Governmant. The original
grouping of tha countries of South Asia which
goes by the neme of SAARC must be
strengthened and wa fully support it. We see
SAARC as an instrument - the best instru-
ment - of collectiva self - reliance of the
countries of this region. Wae along with other
countries, members of the SAARC, identify
and continue identlying the projects whlch
will encouraga and take of the
complementary peace of this region for
mutual benefit.

When | speak about the developments
in the neighborhood and our relations: with
our neighbours, | should begin with Paki-
stan. | must mention about he visit of the
special envoy of tha Prime Minister of Paki-
stan, who was also tha Foreign Secretary of
that country, and who visited Indladuring the
last month. He came with a message saying
that now we must open a new cheaper, a
new era, in which confrontation must give
place to peaceful dialogue. So, when the
special envoy toid this to the Prime Minister
and other leaders, our reaction was obvious
and was clear that those are preciously the
sentiments which have been ours through-
out. All our problem cannct be solved by
viclence; cannot be solved by force and
cannot be solved by confrontation. Indiaand
Pakistan are not just tow poor countries. As
perthe United nations and accepted catego-
risation, we ar among the very poor coun-
tries and the money that wa spend in de-
fence is not merely against our principles;
the principle to which wa are committed-tho
principle of psace ad non - violence-but is
also against the very process of develop-
ment and will be much better used both by
india and Pakistan, in our view, forthe devel-
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opment and welfara of our own peopie.
Tharefore, we have but 1o reciprocate and k
came naturally to us to reciprocata the sen-
timants expressed by the special envoy on
behalf of the Prime Minister of Pakistan. Wa
told him thatthe sentiments ere reciprocated
but, what we need is not merely sentiments
and gxpressions of sentiments. What we
need s action on the ground and we told him
that we looked forward to action on the
ground on the lines of the sentiments ex-
pressed by him. By action onthe ground, we
meant stoppage by Pakistan of sits assis-
tance fo terrorists in Kashmir end in Punjab.

By action on the ground , we mean
stoppage by Pekistan of hostile propaganda
of disinformation carried against us in inter-
nationel fora. By action on the ground, we
mean stopping the voilation of the Shimla
agreement and trying to internationalise the
issue of Kashmir and other issues which are
bilateral, which have to be settied bilaterally.

The House Is aware that at a recent
mesting of the Ministers for non-aligned
countries in Accra, the Pakistani delegation
once again raised the question of the Ka-
shmir in that international forum. | would like
to inform the House that this was rebuffed by
the conference. Th Chairman of the confer-
ence who happened to be the Foreign Min-
ister of Ghana rebuffed itby sayinq that such
bilateral issues are not be raised in Non-
Aligned Movement and no such bilateral
issues will be permitted to be raised in non-
aligned forum in future.

The House would like to know as to why
the Foreign Secretary level takks have been
postponed. Atthe last meeting of the Foreign
Secretaries in Delhi, it was agreed that some
preliminary meetings would taka place be-
fore the next round of the Foreign Secretary
level talks. The meetings concerned some
issues like Tulbal Navigation Project, ques-
tions like Sir Creek, some Military delegation
and the drug trafficking , etc. Out of all these
meetings, only one could take place and that
was regarding the drug trafficking. About all
the other meetings, the Pakistani Govem- -
ment expressed its inability to have them
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and asked for postponement. When they
asked for postponement of the Defence
delegation meeting, they also suggested
and understood that we would also like to
have content and substance in the Foreign
Secretary level taks. We ourselves did not
like to have these talks unless there Prelimi-
nary meetings are held. Therefore, these
Foreign Secretary leveltalks were postponed
to give an opportunity for other mestings to
take place, so that there is content in the
foreign Secretary leveltalks. We exceptthese
talks to be held in the end of October, next.

We had recently the visit of his Majesty
. the King of Bhutan. He had been the ruler of
that country for a long period of time and he
is afriend of India. There is no doubt that the
talks that he had during his visit—which was
thefirstafterthe new Governmenttook over—
were most fruitful and kept both the sides
extremely happy with the outcome.

The Bangladesh Foreign Minister was
also here in the month of August. We made
some advancement on the outstanding is-
sues.

As far as Nepal is concerned, the high
level task force has been constituted. it was
decided to create it as the time of the visit
there of our former Prime Minister Shri
Chandra Shekhar. Therefore, this high level
task force was created. The high level task
force is the first exercise of this kind between
India and Nepal and it is intended to impart
new dimensions and new dynamism to the
unique and traditional relations between
Nepal and India. Two meetings of the high
level task force have been held so far. The
first one was on 4th August 1991 in Kath-
mandu and the second one wasin New Delhi
on 2nd September 1991. The next meeting
is scheduled for the 6th October 1991,

As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, the
House is well aware of our position which is
endorsed by all the Governments here. The
position is that we stand for the integrity and
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unity of Sri Lanka; but at the same time we
are concerned and we believe that the legiti-
mate rights of the Tamil people there must
be fully safeguarded. We do believe that
Indo-Sri Lanka agreement, the Rajiv-~Jaya-
wardhane agreement provides the best and
effective frame work for this settiement that
wae visualise in Sri Lanka.

" The Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka was
here. At that time an agreement was signed
to establish a Joint Commision. The Joint
Commission is to be chaired by the Foreign
Ministers of thetwo countries on an alternate
basis and will initially incorporate two sub-
commissions—one dealing with trade, in-
vestment and finance and the other dealing
with social, cultural and educational matter.
The sub-commission meetings are sched-
uled for 7-9 October and the Joint Commis-
sion meeting is expected to take place be-
fore the end of the year.

Afghanistan is in a substantial manner
also a neighbour. We welcome the plan of
the United Nations Secretary General for a
political settlement of the Afghan issue.

We are confident that this plan is in line
with our own approach to the Afghan ques-
tion which is to have a strong Afghanistan, to
have independent Afghanistan, to have a
non-aligned Afghanistan.

Our Prime Minister has visited Ger-
many and the visit to Germany was td inau-
gurate the Festival of India there. Therefore,
it was virtually cultural in principle. The other
Co-Chairman is Chancellor Kohl . He took
that opportunity to have discussions at the
politicallevel onthe Global situation and also
on the bilateral matters. The visit was an
enormous success in as much as Germany
is concerned with so many problems and so
many commitments in Eastern Europe. It
reiterated and stated very clearly that the
level of cooperation - economic coopaeration
- with India will continue and it will not be
decreased. That was really a very outstand-
ing achievement of the Prime Minister, inthe
circumstancesin which Germany finds itself.
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The relations with Japan have been
good and we see them as better and will be
on the upswing in view of the new economic
policies.

Soviet Union has been in long relation-
ship with us and has an important relation-
ship with us. | want to be brief and therefore
| want to say only this much at this point of
time that the Soviet Union is going into a
transition.

The supreme relative organ and the
people’'s Deputies Congress isinsuspended
animation. There is some sort of Supreme
Soviet which is in force now, operating the
transitional arrangement. The Supreme
executive body, the State Council consisting
of President Gorbachev and the President of
all the Republic looks after the transitory
arrangement. The position will crystallise
only withthe singing of the New Union Treaty.
Now this transitory position has obviously
created some sort of problems some dislo-
cations. We see these dislocations as tem-
porary. We iook forward to having relations
with them after the New Union Treaty. We
have always established some sort of rela-
tions with the Republics as is shown with the
visit of Uzbekistan's President Mr. Karimov
to Delhi, just belore the coup. We have
signed some agreement with him. There-
fore, we look to a continued and a even
further stronger relationship with the Soviet
Union in whatever form it appears after the
New Union Treaty is signed.

We find our relationship with United
States of America of crucial importance. |
would like to place on record our apprecia-
tion for the positive stance taken by the
United States in our negotiations with the
international financial agencies. | would like
to place on record our appreciation for the
standtaken by the United States Administra-
tion regarding the Kashmir issue which they
said that it was a bilateral issue and it should
be negotiated with Pakistan within the Simla
- Agreement.

Sir, before | conclude, | would like to
mention this. After the visit of Shri Rajiv
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Gandhi to China, there has been a break-
through in the Indo-Chinese relations. We
expect the visit of Shri Li Peng, the Premier
of China to India before the end of this year.

Since questions are there for quite some
time on what is our stand regarding Israel, |
would like to say this much. We do not see
the possibility of a durable peace in West
Asia unless there is a settlement of the
Palestinian issue. Our position regarding
Palestina isthe same asitwas. It is constant
and clear that Palestine people are entitled
to a homeland; that Israel must vacate ail
Arab occupied lands; that the Palestine Lib-
eration Organisation is the sole legitimate
representative of the people of Palestine.

For the Members in General and par-
ticularly for the members like me who come
from the coastal area, it will be a matter of
happiness to know that our citizens-who had
returned from Kuwait or who have been
evacuated from Kuwait in the wake of inva-
sian of that country—are going back there.
More than 30 thousand people have already
gone back to Kuwait and the flights are going
full.

The United Nation Security Counsel
has constituted a Compensation Fund in
which India is also amember. The Compen-
sation Fund is constituted of 30 percent of Qil
revenues of Iraq that they sold. One of the
objectives of the compensation fund is to
compensate people who came back from
Kuwait and for the loss that they suffered.
We have received more than sixty five thou-
sand claims. More than sixty five thousand
Indian citizens who returned from Kuwait
have put claims for compensation.We have
requested the compensation fund that the
Smaller claims should be expeditiously dis-
posed of. | am happy to inform the House
that it has been agreed to. So, | do not want
to say anything more at this stage except to
assure the House that we are endeavoringto
work out our foreign Policy as we have done
before. With a renewed vigour under the
leadership of the Prime Minister, who has
been a very experienced and internationally
known Foreign Minister, we are working
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fowards and advancing our
national interests. We are working towards
establishing friendship, peace and coopera-
tion among the countries of the worid. | seek
the support of this House in our endeavour
and | look forward with great eagerness to
their very valuable suggastions.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Sir, | beg 1o
move:

Thatfor the original motion the following
be substituted namaly:-

“This House, having considered tha
present internationel situation, do find
tha conduct of foraign policy by the
Governmant of indie as unsatisfactory,
particularly in.respect of :-

(a) Meeting the challenge of rapidly
*  transforming intamational scena;
(b) Ineffective response te events

preceding end following the Gulf
Wer;
(c) response to the coup In USSR
and its subsequent overturning
by democratic forces in that
country; and
(d) inability to counter Pakistan's in-
terference in our internal effairs.”
M

SHRI CHANDRA JEET YADAV: Sir, |
beg to move:

That for tha original motion, tha follow-
ing be substitution namely:-

“This House, having considered the
present international situation, ex-
presses its dismay that the conduct of
our external affairs has not baen upto
the mark particularly in respect of:-

(a) India’sdiminishing role as afront
nation in the non-aligned Mova-
ment;
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()  Rstimely responses to fast hap-
penings in different parts of the
world; and

(c) Fallura 1o met effectively antl-
ghpwndabyl’akhh'l.'

SHRI E. AHAMED: Sir, | beg to mova:

3. That for the Original Motion, the fol-
lowing be substituted namely:-

“This House, having considered the
present international situetion, recom-
mends to Government te take immidi-
ate necessary stepstorealise adequate
compensation to those Indian nationals
who had to flee to India from Kuwait and
Iraq in the face of Gulf war.”

[Translation]

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE
(Lucknow): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this
House has at last found an opportunity to
discuss an important matter like intemna-
tional situation. it wes necessary that the
House would have discuss the Demands for
Grants of the Ministry of External Affairs
seriously. But it seems that we have not
considered it seriously by sitting together to
decide as to how should the work be decided
during Budget session, what should be the
priorities of the Debates and how best can
the time of the House be utllised. We should
taka some concrete decisions in this regard
before the beginning of next Budget Ses-
sion.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, international
situation is changing fast. As the hon. Minis-
tor of State has said and | agree with him that
the colonialism is almost finished. Apartheid
Is dying in South Africa and cold war has
come 1o an end. Who had thought that the
world-divided in tow groups - each commit-
ted to the pronounced cbjective of either
ending or at least limiting each other's exis-
tence by their nuclear power would become
athing of past. Milktary alliance be tNATO or
Warsaw pact have lost their utility. The great
wall of Berlin does not exist any longer,

-



93  Motion re.

Germany is unified and Nambia has at-
tained independence. Soviet Union as called
s military forces back from many regions. i
credit for all these changas has to be given
to any personality for all thesa epoch-mak-
ing events it can undoubtedly be given to
Shri Gorbachav of tha Soviet Union. Ha has
become a personality of History. Ha has
taken decision with graat couraga Amarica
has also contributed to all this. Both the
Super powers have reelised that the war of
Nucleer weapons should not be fought be-
cause it cannot be won. | term the process
that has begun with this experience as an
epoch-making event. But | do not agree to
the view expressed by the Minister of State
that a new era based on cooperation has
‘begun. It is yet to make its debut. One era
has certainly ended but the next has not yet
begun. We are in the transition period,

While we feel happy over the devalop-
ments in the world, these changes causes
worry. We are going to face new challenges.
America is talking of a new world order. We
too want that the worid is given anew shape,
& new economic order but the signals from
Washington show that since America has
become the solitary super power, it would
like to give a new shape to the world in its
own way. | am apprehending the rise of a
single super-alliance. It is not a super Power
but unfortunately super-aliiance since the
Soviet Unlon is becoming a junior partner in
it due to its internal conflicts and financial

problems.

This Super-ailiance consists of Euro-
American Alliance taking with it the world
Bank, IMF and multinational companies.

Where effort are made to give a particu-
lar shape to the world, the small countries
and the weak countries would not have an
oportunity to develop themselves in conso-
nance with their own talent with their own
nature and with their own culture. My fears
becomae still grave when | heer from Wash-
ington that America is taking of asking the
whole worid to act as a moral force in accor-
dance with what it dictates. How should then
the small countriee of the world-especially
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the third world countries-{ace the sktuation?

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, india is a
democratic country. Democracy has worked
fairly well here leaving a short of span of
1975-76 apart. Many countrias in the West
also claim to be democratic but think what
sort of their behaviour has been when they
hadtochoosabetweenthe inour
country and the dictatorship in our neigh-
bouring country; then their inclination has
been towards the neighbouring country and
not towards India. It is true that hey have
given economic akd to us but they have
supplied arms to our neighbours. Pakistan
has become a nuclear power whereas we
are under pressure to sign a non-prolifera-
tion treaty. We are not independent in ex-
panding our missile science. it would be a
matter of pleasure if the American policy Is
changedbut sometimes | feel worried in view
of their present attitude.

After attaining independence, ourcoun-
try decided to follow the policy of non-align-
ment. This was a decision in the right direc-
tion . | am sorry to say that while replying to
the debate on the Motion of Thanks to the
President’s Address the Prime Minister has
said that there was no meeting ground be-
tween the Bharatia Janata Party and the
Congress because the Bharatiya Janate
Party is questioning the relevance of non-
alignment. | myself have been a Minister of
External Affairs. In 1977 when the Janata
Government came into power we adheredto
the policy 6 non-alignment but it should be
genuine; end we followed it sincerely. Non-
allignment was an extension of our inde-
pendence in international sphere. indiacould
not afford to commit a sin of playing a second
fiddle to some world-power on the dawn of
independence. | still remember it—Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru was also present in this
House, who was the bullder of our foreign-
policy, | had submitted that after attaining
independence India would have followed the
same policy of not supporting any military
alliance even if some other party than Con-
gress could hava been in power or some
other person than Pandit Nehru had been
the Minister of External Affairs. We would
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ke to take our decision on international

- gltuation on its merits and demerits. But
today the intentional scenario has changed
so rapidly that non-aligned countries too
would have to search new horizons. Where
do exist opposite groups now? As | have
pointed out just now that a new super-alli-
ance is emerging. It wants to dominate poli-
tics, to dominate economy and to dominate
culture. Under such circumstances the inter-
ests of the Third World countries be safe
guarded and if non-aligned countries and
non-align movemant could be of any use. |
do not have any objection. | am not demand-
ing that India should alienate itself from the
non-aiign movement. | am happy that the
need to further strengthen the U.N.O was
experienced at the conference held in Accra
as the Minister of State has said so. | am
reading out an excerpt fromthe Accra decla-
ration:- '

[English)

*The UN continued a Central Forum or
the treatment of critical problems affecting
humanity™.

{;Lranslaﬂ'on]

But we have seen at the time of Gulf war that
how can the decisions be got taken with
majority of Permanent members at the UN
Assembly. It is true that Iraq ought not to
have attacked Kuwait. Shri Saddam Hus-
sain is our friend. Iraq has extended support
to this country time and again on the Kashmir
issue but it is an essence of the non-allign-
ment policy that even if a friend commits a
mistake one should make him realise it in a
friendly manner. But Government did not do
so.

15.00 hra

America formed an alliance against it. Rus-
sia and China did not succeed much in their
efforts though they tried to play diplomacy
there. As suchthedemocratisation ofthe UN
is a must as the Minister of State has talked
about it. The manifesto of the Bhartiya Jana-
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sangh states thatthe security Council shouid
‘be extended and as such some countries
like India, Brazil and any other African coun-
try should be inducted as member of the
security council. The intemational politics
does no longer remain the politics of balance
of power. The politics of sphere of influence
does not exist now. Now the Soviet Union is
not there in the arena. Only one Super-
power is there, single Godfather and it is
essential to strengthen the United Nations
Organisation so that it may work with re-
strain.

I remember that talks of improvement in
the UN aregoingon. ltis being said that if any
decision between war and peace has to be
taken, the permanent members of the Secu-
rity Council have veto power. They can take
a decision. They can reject any decision
also. But in the cases where United Nations
Organisation it self has to initiate some mili-
tary action then the decision of the Security .
Council alone should not suffice. That must
be taken in the General Assembly. | would
like the Indian delegation Participating in the
session of the General Assembly beginning
today to ensure whether world opinion can
be mobilised in this regard. Some one might
say that if this matter is to be taken to the
General Assembly it would take much time.
Immediate action would be necessary. But
the meeting of the General Assembly canbe
called within twenty four hours. Even if there
is any other suggestion, we should consider
it. But all the decisions cannot be left to
handful of nations in view of the changing
international situation.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the meeting of
the general assembly is being held today
and our Minister of External Affairs has gone
there to participate in it. | have a suspicion
that attempt will be made to raise the Ka-
shmirissue there. By a phone-callfrom New-
York yesterday. | have come to know that a
member has been taken in the US delega-
tion who is well-known for his anti-India view.

15.03 hrs

[MR.SPEAKER in the Chair]
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He hails from Indiana. He has been
associated openly with pro-Khalistani and
pro-Pakistani lobbies. If they follow the pol-
icy announced by America as a member of
American Representative Council, it would
be different, moreover | have observed that
the policy of Washington has become some-
what clear. All the same, pakistani lobby is
functioning actively in America, Pakistanis,
who have settled in the United Kingdom are
trying to influence the Members of House of
Commons representing their area.

Very recently, a shadow Foreign Minis-
ter from the Labour Party had armived here.
What was discussed with him, is not known
to us. We lag behind in this diplematic race.
. Our embassies have to function more ac-
tively in such cases. The Indians settled
abroad have to function more devotedly and
they shall have to take inspiration to take
interest in such affairs. At times it is felt that
our embassies abroad are not in contact with
our people there.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the international sce-
nario is fast changing. May | know, whether
the Government of India the External Affairs
Ministry, where the diplomacy is formulated,
and our embassies where the diplomacy is
being executed are able to cope upwith such
achanging situation? If the developments in
the gulf are any indication of it we feel that we
are lagging behind and we have lost the
control over the situation. One might say that
there was political instability and an atmos-
phere of aelections in Delhi during the Gulf
war. Agreed, it was an atmosphere of elec-
tions. Allthe same, was it necessary to make
the Gulf war a part of our domestic politics?
it was not and it should never be. But we
could not make a correct calculation about
the situation.

Woe could not guess exactly the change
that took place in the Soviet Union, when
Gorbachev was deposed, and this dramatic
return to power within 72 hours. | do not
hesitate to believe that on the basis of the
limited information that | had, | could guess
that Gorbachev is also being led towards the

same path which Khrushohev oncatread. in
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the beginning it was feltthat if party, Defence
Forces and K.G.B. join together, the chapter-
of Glassnost and Perestroika will come tdan
end, but later on it was discovered that
Gorbachevtook his menwith himself, brought
his party into confidence, evenin K.G.B.and
in army also there were certain elements
favouring the change who came out on the
roads. Could we make a right guess in this
direction? Whether we say anything about
that change or not, is a different question
altogether. The Minister of State has said
that it is their internal problem, let them find

a solution themselves. If they would have

not said so, it would hardly make any differ-

ence, but why was our calculation wrong? Is

it not the failure of the embassy? Many

Indians are living in Moscow, moreoverthere

are various organisations, many intellectu-

als and other organisations of the world.

Why at all, we were not able to make a right

calculation as to how deep Gorbachev had

gone into the process of change?

Similar was the situation in case of Gulf
war. We were not able to make a right
calculation whether America would plunge
into the war or not. | remember when Presi-
dent Saddam stood for the war people were
saying that Iraq is going to be the new
Vietnam for America. Neither «could we
understand Vietnam nordid we make aclear
assessment of Iraq, in case of America we
under estimated their strength who could
frame alliance forthe firsttime after the world
war, which was a confederation of 27 coun-
tries including the non-aligned countries.
That is why we are worriad about the non-
aligned movement. India is a founder-
member. What about Yogoslavia? It is
disintegrating. Itis not in a position ta play a
meaningful role. Egypt is in favour of joining
of 77 countries more. It was decided to form
aco-ordinating committee. Indonesia is not:
taking any interest. 1feel that it is necessary
that the non-aligned and other countries of
the third world shall have combine, not with
aview to form athird block. Mr. Speaker, Sir,
you might be knowing that while talking
about the non-aligned movement Pandit
Nehru had also said that we are not going fo
form any third block for India. India was not
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ready even for the formation of a secretariat.
Pandit Nehru said that he did not want to
institutionalise the movement. We should
have independence of though and deed. But
with the passage of time there were difficul
ties as the non-aligned countries joined the
movament.

A fresh initiative is required now. We ~

are in favour of a world based on

tion ali the same the world, is full of diversity.
Every country should decide its own fate.
india should hava a single integrated globel
market. Shauld there be similar shops inthe
whole world? Whether the commodities
avallable from these shops would be the
same or the sales girls would be the seme.
Please excuse ma it is not the concept a
universal brotharhood. If we work with a
sense of belonging, a feeling as if we belong
fo a single family, akthough we would follow
our individual style of functioning. We want
1o maintain tha diversity and pluralism and
you know the communism has been de-
feated, because it has come down from a
world of thought into a world of ism. Such @
systam has restricted all waks of life. With
the result independence has gone out. If
damocracy would continue (Survive) itwould
keep on changing as it is a quality of demo-
cratic countries, because of the strength and
energy they possess If dictatorship would

not have amerged in the garb of the dictator- -

ship of the prodetanat the basis of the phi-
losophy on which Russia emerged into a
super power was enough to mesmerise the
world, but k disintegrated in the same man-
ner as it came into existences.....

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOUDHURY
(Katwa): The philosophy of life will remain.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: The
philosophy of life will remain, but when the
philosophy takes the form of ‘ism’ its decline
starts. There have been enocughof "isms”we
don't want any further ism. Lifa can be
wedded to any ism. There are two things.
which are to be considered. Man cannot
compromise his independence for ever.
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Secondly the progress of humanity, the
progress of the universe is possible only
when man is made the centre of attention
and not by neglecting him or making him an

ordinary part of a big machinery. But,onthe
other hand, there is a possibility of some
danger also. |am pointing to that because

' communism and capitalism are opposite to

each otherbutthe nature of both isthe same.
Both are interest in dominating end taking
the fullest advantage. It is true that there is
an aspect of social justice in communism but
capitalism favours democracy. India wants
to move ahead by coordinating both......

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHAUDHURY:
There should be a national Government.

SHRIATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: Com-
rade is worried.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | agree with the Minis-
ter of State that we should improve our
relations with the neighbouring countries
and strengthen SAARC. The Prime Minister
of China is coming here and we should
endeavour for normelising our relations with
China. Thereis the border problem also, we
should find a suitable solution of that prob-
fem also. Our relations should improve and
in this context | believe that the whole House
and the whole country ere of the same opin-
ion.

Sofar as Pakisten is concerned, in spite
of out endeavours it is not heading towards
friendship. We should be ready and pre-
pared, we ehould strengthen ourself and we
should always try to bring home Pakistan
and should impress upon her that none of
the efforts to divide india would be success-
ful. ¥ the President of Pakistan is claiming
kashmir saying that it comes under unfin-
ished agenda of Partition, it means that
Pakistan has not accepted the partition of
the country. They are trying to extend their
boundaries which will not be tolerated. K
there can be a solution about Siachen k
wouid be allthemore better. Pakistan should
try to understand the futliity of posting its
army at such heights, because these armies
are not serving any purpose at all. But the



SHRI ATAL BIHARIVAJPAYEE: It has
been rejected. That is good. But there are
certain such forces, such alements which
want to maintain a parity between India and
Pakistan. We are in favour of friendship.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | would suggest that
we should make some plans on the basis of
“environment. That would be highly benefi-
cial. Forexample, if Nepal is prepared we will
send 500 youths both boys and giris of Nepal
for a year or two to plant trees there is the
We would bear the

of trees, the rivers are full of sand and earth.
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are facing floods.
Our relations with Nepal have improved.
There is democracy in Nepal. | am citing an
axample of plantation. May | know whether
any such positive measure can be taken?
Whether this-co-operation would be really
implemented? Its implementation should
not be record alone, but it should be done
practically- in letter and spirit. It should not
remain on files alone.

SHRI INDER JIT (Darjeeling): Like
Karnali. _

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: Like
Kamal and Pancheshwar. We can generate
electricity. we can help them while we would
help ourselves. But an atmosphere of mu-
tual friendship and confidence required for it
was lacking so far, but now it is created
again. It is very important to take some
positive measures in this direction.

The hon. Minister has mentioned about
Woest Asia. |agree that Israel should vacata,
the territory of the Arabs it has forcibly occu-
pled. Aseparate and independent Palestin-
ian State should come into existence.. The
palestinians are roaming about without a
homeland. They have become refugees.
There is some change in tha attitude of PLO.
Now there is a proposal to hold an intema-
tional Conference on West Asia. This Con-
ference should be held at the earliest. kisa
must to find out a solution to this vexed
problem. i this is not done, there is iikelthood
of the entire world getting invelved in another
war like that of the Gulf war.

So far as Israel is concemned, india has
already granted its recognition to Israel, but
does not have any diplomatic relations with
it. The Government should think over it. For
the time being, we can allow themto open an
office of Consulate General in Delhi. Today
that this would lead to antagonishing our
Arab friends does not hold good. There are
many countries in the worlid who have friendly
relations with the countries on both sides
and that is one should not be sliowed to be
linked with the internal affairs of our country.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there has alwaysbeen
a concensus on the foreign policy and that

must be. The primary aim of the foreign
policy is to safeguard tha national interests.

Withthe change in Government there canbe
@ change in the perception or the emphasis
but the basic assessment about national
interests would remain the same. There-
fore, it is essential that the Government
should continue to exchange views. Be-
sides, concrete steps should be taken by the
Govemment for formulating policies as well
as in its procedure. There was a Planning
Committee. | do not know what happened 1o
that? Who is advising the governnment? We
have very good officers in the Ministry of
External Affairs, but at the same time views
must be exchanged with the experts, intel-
lectuals, Research institutes, Universities
and opposition parties. You would excuse
me when | say that the Consultative Commit-
tee is not capable of doing this work. You will
have to set up a separate forum for it and this
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should be a continued process.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is of utmost impor-
tance that India plays a positive role in the
changing world. It is true that we are facing
a crisis within the country and it is also true
that we are seeking loans. The hon. Finance

Minister mentioned a harsh reality in his -

speech that those countries seeking loans
also cannot play a more effective role in the
field of foreign policy. Here | differ from him,
When we got freedom neither we had suffi-
cient assets nor a big Army. We had only
moral courage. We formulated a foreign
policy based on justice, equality and free-
dom that lead us to win honour in the worid.
‘NAM' brought us laurels. How much we
achieved through NAM is a different matter,
but NAM brought us good name. Today, the
country, has to play a significant role in the
world and therefore, | would-like that onthe
Ministry of External Affairs and the diplomats
should sinceraly shoulder their responsibili-
ties.

With these words, Sir, | thank you for
giving me an opportunity to speak.

[English]

SHRI SHARAD DIGHE (Bombay North
Central): Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am very happy
that ultimately at the fag end of the Session,
we have found time to discuss the present
international situation. The Minister of State
for external Affairs has abley taken the re-
view of the global changes and the different
steps the Government had taken and the
various reactions the Government had given
at various points. | have also listened very
attentively to the ex-External Affairs 'Minis-
ter’ Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. | was also

impressed by several views he had ex-

pressed. Of course, | do not agree with
some of the observations made by him to
which | would like to come later on.

it is a well-know fact that outstanding
global changes have taken in the recent
past. Mr. Gorbachov through his glasnost
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and perestroika had first dismantled the
Soviet Empire and six countries in Eastem
and Central Europe were released. Now,
thereafter, from time to time, different steps .
which he took ultimately have resulted In
great revolution and reform even though it
has resulted in disintegration of the Soviet
Union to some extent. There is also an
attempt to keep these States together on
certain subjects atleast. Therefore, this new
development has to be taken note of that
several independent States are coming into
existence. Upto-now we were dealing with
the Soviet Union as such. Now, we will have
to deal with these different States, particu-
larly Baltic States also. And | am very happy
that our Government has taken in this direc-
tion proper steps and there was also visit of
Uzebekistan President. He had also signed
agreements with India on economic and
commercial technology on 17 August, 1991.
We have also recognised the Baltic States
as they have been recognised by several
other countries. In a short time, we shall
have to watch the further developments
regarding the Soviet Union and the other
States which are slowly becoming independ-
ent and sovereign.

A criticism has been levelled in the form
of this alternative Resolution and there was
some indication in the speech of Atalji also
that how is it that we have.not assessed that
the coup that had taken place on 1Sth of
August would be shon-lived and Mr. Gor-
bachov would come back to power. From
that point of view, it is alleged at some point
that our reaction at that time was not in
consonance with our past friendship with
Comrade Gorbachov and also not in conso-
nance with our principles of democracy. |
would humbly submit that these observa-
tions are in the sort of becoming wiser after
the events. Nobody could have assessed on
19th of August or, as a matteroffact, on 20th
of August that that coup which had deposed
Gorbachov would certainly fail and it would
last for more than seventy-two hours. The
situation was so confusing that nobody could
have assessed the further events. There-
fore, from that point of view, the cautious
reaction of our Government was quite proper.
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The Minister in the House itself had stated
thatthe Government has seenthe statement
signed by Mr. G.1. Yanayev, the acting soviet

President, Prime Minister paviov and the

First Deputy Chairman of the soviet defence
Council Baklanov that in accordance with
article 127.7 of the Soviet Constitution, the
authority of the President of the USSR, has
been transferred from Mr. Gorbachov to the
Vice-Prasident. Therefore, we had said here
that we were carefully and constantly moni-
toring the situation. Events in Soviet Union
woere of Vital interest to us and indeed to the
whole world. | submit that this was the proper
reaction in that particular situation.

A country cannot be wedded to any
particular leader, it can be wedded to the
sovereign power of that country. whatever
the people do in that country has to be
ultimately respected The real foreign policy
of a Government would be to recognise. the
duly constituted Government in that country,
whoaver might be the leader. Whatever may
be the form of Government, we have never
formed our foreign policy onthis basis that if
there is democracy in that country, so, we
should have good relations or nearer rela-
tions. Whether it is democracy or dictator-
ship or whatever form it is, always the tact of
the foreign policy is that you recognise the
legally constituted Government which is
constituted by.the people of that country, in
whatever form they like. Therefore, my sub-
mission is that the reaction on that day made
by this Government was absolutely proper,
cautious and according to all rules of interna-
tional law. We are now saying thatwe should
have assessed that ultimately Gorbachev
will come back and he was a friend or our,
and, therefore, we should have supported
him, etc. I think that is not agood criticism as
far as this Government is concemned. Mr.
Gorbachev himself had written a letter to our
Prime Minister profusely thanking the Gov-
emment for the supportthey have given. He
has said:

*l am grateful to you for the firm stand
the leadership of India and you have
personally taken in regard to the at-
tempted putsch®.
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This is the extract the letter which has ben
written by Gorbachev to our Prime Minister.
Therefore, there is no bitterness asfarasthe

. present Goverament is concerned. We were

entitled to give the reaction which we have
given and, therefore, we also entitled to
support the present Government which has
come into existence under the leadership of
Gorbachev and also Boris Yelstin,

it may be that in the days to come also,
Gorbachev will lead the Soviet Union even
though, as some feel that Boris Yaelstin is
going to be more powerful as far as that
country is concerned. Of course, we are not
concerned with the internal struggle for lead-
ership in that country. But, | feel that ulti-
mately Gorbachev is going to be, as the
matter stands at present, the elder political
leader and after the presidential elections,
perhaps, he will head a loose ceremonial
federation; but would emerge as father-fig-
ure of the Soviet Union. From this point of
view , we should deal with the new emerging
situation there. | say it is necessary to deal
with all these sovereign States or independ-
ent States which are emerging out of this
situation, in the same manner as we were
dealing with the Soviet Union. We should,
therefore, establish political and commercial
contacts with these new countries and follow
absolutely what is happening there and try to
safeguard our long-range interests.

It is troe that because of all these events,
a uni-polar world has come into existence.
Wa shall have to take notice of that uni-polar
world also. But, that does not men that the
Non-aligned Movement has no relevance in
the present situation. What'l feel is that the
No-aligned Movement was not at all any
negative slogan. it was not merely a re-
sponse to the cold war between the two
Super Powers. But it was apositive slogan of
having political independence, economic
independence of all the developing coun-
tries, the newly emerging countries without
being slaves of the foreign or economio
policy of any other super power.

Therefore, form that point of view | say
that even if the cold war has ended, perhaps,
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Indhﬂﬂ:mﬂhdnhmopmwdm
tion. We shall have 1o nourish and lead, as
far as possble, ths ned Movament
as R has still got relevance and it is still
necessary 10 lead this Movement and
strengthen k.

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the former
spoken about

ganisation today. in order to achieve that

cbjective aiso | feel thatthis NAMwill hava to

And it was also, | think, suggested to merga
Non-Aligned Movement with some other
that proposal has aiso been
the majority of the people. So,
of viewwe shall go ahead and
to the No-Aligned Movament
vlgoumllhwhlchwhodmn
p till now.
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, the main point which is emarg-
present global change is that
miitary blocs are being replaced by the
trading and commaercial blocs. We shall hava
10 take account of that new situation. For-
merly Big Powers were interested in captur-
ing countries, but now they are no longer
interested in retaining the domination over
any country from the military point of view.
They are more interested in capturing mar-
kets and tharefore, ditfarent commarcialblocs
are being formed. On the one sids we see
France and Germany coming togethar.
Several other commercial blocs are being
. formed and from that point of view now our
foraign policy also should be oriented to-
wards the commarcial and trading intereste
of this . Therefore, from that point of
view | feel that SAARC wouid ba a very

necessary orgenisation for tha purpose of
M‘Intndo.wmm.mmuﬂ
technology of this country. SAARC is an
organisation where we are playing a good
_role and just now the Minister has said that

]
5
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_the King of Bhutan has recently visited our

country. Now, President Gayoom, Chair-
man of SAARC, has also visited, and Sir
Lanka is hosting the next SAARC Confer-

ence and they have been also keeping good
contact with India.

The most irtant point is Pakistan. Paki-
stan and India are the biggest countries In
this organisation, SAARC, and unless the
relations between Pakistan and India are
improved, it will be difficult to fulfil the pur-
maﬂh‘ SAARC, according to my humble

The main hurdies ars that Pekistan has
been always shifting its stand. The pious
pronocuncements are always that ‘we are not
interfering with any Indien politics’ They
always deny that thay are helping the temor-
ists in Punjab and Keshmir, but in fact evi-
dence is always found thet they are vary
much helping these terrorists. That is tha
greatest irritent es fer as the reiations be-
tween two countrias ere concerned. Tha
Special Envoy of the Prime Minister of Pakl-
stan, Foreign Secretary Sheryer Khan, said
ebout tha opening of @ new chapter. But
Immediately after thet, when the Meeting ¥

‘NAM at Accra took plece, he immediately

raised the issue of Kashmir there, Therefore,
it has become very ditficult for indie to take
the proper stend. As far as pakisten is con-
cemed, it is most upredictable, taking in
double tongue. Therefore, it has become
very difficult to deal with this country, and for
the relationship between India and Pakistan,
much depends upon the success of tha
SAARC Conference. From this point of
view, afull end proper stretegy will heveto be
found out to meet this situation. As far asthe
campaign of disinformation on Kashmir Is-
sue is concerned, we have 1o take more
care. The debate in the House of Commons
also shows that meny of the MPs had ex-
pressed views In favour of Pakistan. | was
only the Government which eupported our
stand end said that issue shouid be soived
bilaterally and within the framework of Simia
Agreement. When | read the whole debate,
I found that not only the Conservatives, but
the Labour MPs also expressad views much
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against India's stand on Kashmir. That was
immediataly experienced by us whan the
Shadow Foreign Minister of Graat Britain Mr.
kaufman visited this country and Pakistan
and mada certain statamants. Therefora, |

submit that the Government should take .

mora cara as far as this campaign of disinfor-
mation is concemed. Otherwise, eventhough
it is a good causa, it is iikaly to be misundar-
stood throughout the world. We have 1o take
much more cara on this issue.

Than, as far as China is concerned, our
lste Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi had
broken the ice in December, 1988 by visiting
that country end now the visit of their Prime
Minister is also due. i feel the relationship
between these two big countries will also
improve and a long standing dispute may
also come to an end.

As far as the Gulf crisis is concerned,
India had clearly and consistently repudi-
sted aggression and called for Ireq's full and
unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait. Our
Govarnemt had also supported and com-
plied with all the resolutions of the UN Secu-
rity Council in the matter, including resolu-
tion No. 861 which imposed economic sanc-
tions against Iraq. It has also ben stated now
that nearly 30,000 of our nationals have
aince gone back and the Government is also
trying to get suitable compensation at an
early date for the Indian returnees. The
Government should pursue this hereafter
also. Therefor, some more vigilance is nec-
essary in certain areas. But as far as the
generalstructure is concerned, |feelthat the
Govermnment is alert and is following the
proper policy and is reacting properly to the
global events which have taken place from
tima to time.

15.44 hrs.

SHRI CHANDRA JEET YADAV
(Azemgarh): Mr. Speaker, Sir the House is
discussing the international situation at a
time when the world is passing through a
period of historic importance and phenome-
nal changes. The Cold War era is over and
the two Super Powers instead of confronting
each other on politics, economics and ideol-
ogy, they are now trying to understand each
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otherand atleastfind some common ground
to work together. Now the danger of annihi-
lation of humanity has considerably continu-.
ously threatened after tha || World War,
when these two superpowers have entered
into an arms race. Of course, the imperialist
power, the colonial powers led by the United
States of America was not able to under-
stand the emergence of a new world, they
did not fully appreciate that a new world
awakening had come after the Il World War
andwhan mostofthe countrias were bacom-
ing free U.S.A. Block was working with a
view to dominates dominating the entire
world. They were trying to prevent the march
of new humanity which was born after the il
World War. The soviet Union and the other
socialist countries were also being threat-
ened. They did not develop the confidence
that there would be a common ground for
understanding end cooperation. Tha real
problem, in my opinion, was the lack of trust.
Mistrust wasthe main cause of confrontation
which helpedthe arms rece todevelop inthe
entire world. it was an ere when they newly
liberated countries were trying to develop
their economy were trying to solve their
basic problems of poverty, unemployment,
removal of social-economic disparity. They
were trying 1o find peaceful era to mobilise
their resources to meet the challenges of the
day-to-day life.

When they were confronting in that
background, No-Aligned Movement emerged
and played a historic role. | agree with Shri
Atal Bihari Vajapayeeji that it is not only tha
economic strength which gives a country a
strangth to play its role in the international
arenabut also its perception and ideals India
itself was a poorcountry. We were struggling
with our economic problems. But we had tha
perception of a new emerging world; we had
animagination that what kind of world should
be built. We thought rightly that the imperial-
ism had 10 be defeated, colonialism should
not be aliowed to dominate and inlerfere in
with the internal affairs of anothar country.
Therefore, we played a historic role by bring-
ing all the newly liberated countries in the
Non-aligned Movement and reafised certain
issues. Though we were misundersiond in
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the beginning but ultimately the Non-Aligned
Movement was accepted by all powers, lts
relevance, its tole and the ideas, its objec-
tives which were projected.

Woe are very happy thatthe arms race is
lessening. We are happy that for the first
time after the Il World War, certain important
measures have been taken for reduction of
some strategic arms. There has been an
understanding reached between the two
supperpowers that war is no solution and
nuclear confrontation will leadto total annihi-
lating of the world. Even the United States of
America whose leaders used to talk of lim-
ited nuclear war, has to understand the
danger of nuclear confrontation. This is a
major break through inthe international rela-
tionship. Mr. Gorbachev, nodoubt, has played
a historic role. He will always be remem-
bered in history. He may fail in the manage-
ment of his country’s internal economic,
administrative and political problems. His-
tory will give its verdict about that. But there
cannot be two opinions about the role which
he played in removing the mis-trust between
the two Super Powers, in restoring the con-
fidence in each other and in coming to the
negotiating table and discussing the world
problems threadbare. He will be remem-
bered as a great peace maker. He will be
remembered as a great man who made
contributions inchanging the total map of the
world. But the other things are also emerg-
ing. | will not say that the United States of
America has become the only Super Power.
Maybe, today it may look like that. But we
cannot also undermine the emergence of
other countries, other powers in the world. |
feel even today that with the collective wis-
dom of the newly liberated countries, the
Non-Aligned world has still got a great rele-
vance. It has a great role to play. There are
internal problems. But the No-Aligned coun-
tries have to solve those problems and they
have to look at things with a new perception.
They have to think what kind of world they
are going to build.

Sir, | think Germany has emerged as a
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united Germany. ltis a big power today. Itis,
at lest, a major economic power. Japan, in
Asia, is a power to be rackoned with. France
is playing its own role in the European

. Community as well as in world politics. In

spite of our internal problems, India and
China will remain powers In the world. In
spite of our economic weakness, we will
remain so. We never thought that miilitary
power is the real power. India has its own
message to give to the whole world. We
never looked towards the Soviet Unionorthe
United States of America just because th-
erewere major military powers. Though we
are not an economic power, yst we have a
message of peace, we have a message of
cooperation. Our leaders played a historic
role and made their historic contributions in
the liberation of the entire Third World.
Gandhiji himself, only with his phiiosophy,
with his commitment, to the service of hu-
manity only withthe helpofthe Indian people,
challenged the biggest imperialist power on
the earth. We did not have a big Army. We
did not believe even in violence and we did
not liberate ourselves with the help any
guerilla war or with any Armed forces. But
the ideas, the philosophy, and the ideals
played their role. | think India must continue
with that and it has to play that role to give a
new perception, to give a new directiontothe
world. I think that is the real challenge which
our Ministry of External Affairs must very
seriously think of. it must think of what kind
of arole we are gong to play in the emerging
world.

Ifind that there is a sense of fear prevail-
ing in many countries of the Third World after
theinternalsituation of the soviet Union.What
willhappen to Cuba? What willhappento the
Middle-East countries where, after the Gulf
War, the Americans have gone in a big way?

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Barasat): What
will happen to India?

SHRI CHANDR JEET YADAV: | am not
so much frightened about India. India has
got its won strength and Indian people have
faced many serious challenges. Therafore,
there is no threat to India. In a country like
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ours, problems will always be there. So, an

atmosphere of fear, an atmosphere of diffi-
dence is being created inthe countries of the

Third World. | think, here comes the role of -

india. Itis not that you have made a very big
contribution in Accra making a proposition
that the Security Council should be expanded
and U.N.O should be democratised and a
few more nations should go and join the
Security Council. ¥ you are taking a big
credit fo that that you are playing that is not
that important. Let us accept this that after
the New Delhi Non-Alignment summit, the
message has gone to the whole world that
the role of non-alignment is diminishing day
by day. That is the real challenge. How the
non-aligned countries are going to take col-
lective decision? How are they going to play
their role ? What role are we going to pay in
the South-South Cooperation? What are we
going to do in a situation where there should
be North-South cooperation? Certain deci-
sions were taken. But they did not material-
ise. It rather they Ipsed. | will request the
External Affairs Ministry that India should go
to the next Non-alignment Confaerence with a
comprehensive programme . Before that,
necessary work should be done Pandit
jawaharlal Nehru used to talkk about the
emergence of Asian personaliy’. Where is
the Asian personality today? | will say that
we should also try to see whether there is a
possibility — If Germany comes and joins
the Non-Alignment as anobserver—of china
also coming and joining as an observerinthe
Non-alignment Movement. It is not enough
for us to pay compliments that China and
India have now removed some of their mis-
understanding. We should make a deliber-
ate attempt, we should take initiative efforts
so that India and China should be able to
take jointly certain initiatives to bring the
Asian countries together. | will rather sug-
gest that notonly the SAARC by the ASEAN
countries also should come together. Why
not there can be some kind or cooperation of
coordination between the SAARC countries
and the ASEAN countries. We must explore
the possibilities of the these things also, so
that this sould be done.

| must say that as an Indian, my pride is
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hurt. When we could see India was playing a
great role whether it was Bandung, whether
it was Non-Alignment, whether it was the
ASIAN Conference or whether Indian’s path
being accepted as a mediator on mony diffi-
cult Problems of the world, | find where is
India today in Combodia, where is India
today in Afghanistan, where was India when
the south African Yealupires emerged, where
was India when Namibia became free where
is India which has been supporting Arab
countries against Isreali's aggression and
when there is initiative being taken at he
Middle East conference to solve this prob-
lem, where is India? This hurts my pride as
an Indian that the role of India today is not
seen anywhere in the world. That is one big
challenge and India has to do a little more of
heart-searching astowhy it is happening like
this. | think, India has not responded timely
on many international issues. That has also
given us a big set back.

When lraq attacked Kuwait. lraq is a
member of the Non-Alligned Movement and
Kuwait is also member of the Non-Alignment
Movement. This means, one Non-Alignment
country attacked the other Non-Alignment
country. At this time, India has waited for
somaetime and said in a very persuasive and
mild manner that we hope that lraq will
withdraw its forces and there will be some
peasceful solution.

16.00 hrs.

There should not have been any hesita-
tionin out right condemnation of Iraq, inspite
of the fact that Iraq was our friend. India
should never deviate from its principal posi-
tion, from the position of ideals. Iraq had
totally grabbed Kuwait and we left the whole
thing to the United States of America. The
United States of America had created a
public opinion and got 27 countries on their
side and became the meditator and saviour
of a small country like Kuwait. India was
totally absent from this scene. This was
something which was very serious lapses.
We must very seriously think as to why this
kind of a major lapse had been committed?
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[SHRI SHARAD DIGHE in the Chai]

what happened in our friendly country -
Soviet Union? In the Soviet Union when Mr.
Gorbachev, who is a great friend of India,
was detained, Mr. Bush was making hectic
efforts at least to anquire about the where-
abouts of Mr. Gorbachav, about his iifa,
sbout his haalth. But, india had kept quiet.
We did not evan show tha courtasy of phon-
ing to Moscow to know as to how Mr. Gor-
bachav was. Tha first reaction of our Prime
Minister was very unfortunata. Whan Mr.
Gorabchev was dethroned and when there
was athraatto hislife, the Prime Minister had
sald that leaders of every country, without
giving a serious throughout, should notbring
about any major changes. What did it con-
- vey? The message was conveyed that Mr.
Gorbachav was wrong and he commitied a
mistake, whan he brought changes in Soviet
Union which were responsibie for this situ-
ation and for his datention in Crimea and

coup.

| would ke to know from the Foreign
Minister, though | know that he cannot give
an answer here in this House, as to what
reaily did tha Indian Ambassador report at
that particular time. | am told that he sent
totally a wrong report which was based en-
tirely on awrong assessment. | have already
stated in this House that-in his repont, he
made a request to the Defence Minister of
india saying that he should congratuaiate
and send greetings to the Defence Minister
of new coup leader. It is because he said that
the Army was very powerful in the Soviet
Union,and it has cometo stay. Therefore, we
should not say anyting which will antagonize
the leaders of the coup. Is it tha right kind of
response from a country bke India which
committed itself to certain ideals and cerntain
objectives? | think, this kind of Under brings
down our prestige in the international arena.

"} will say that now we have entered into a
new efa. k may not be an era of complete
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cooperation, world has not yet reached that
stage. But, it is an era of reajustment in
international relationships. We cannot close
our eyes and say that that is an enemy camp
and anothers is a camp of our friends. The
entire international relationships are being
restructured. It is because the whole world
has entered into a new kind of era. There-
fora, India must start taking initiative right
now and should tak to certain Asian coun-
tries, certain European countries who are
friendly to us. | think we shouid pay special
attention to that . We have not paid anough
attention to develop pour rtelationships with
France, Germany and Japan, and as is said -
earlier, specially with China. | think it is a
matter of great satifaction that United Na-
tons Organisation is playing a laudable role.
it is good that India has always supported it,
even when the United Nations was under
great attack from United States of America,
UK and some other countries. At thet time
india stood by United Nations. That has
proved correct that support to United Na-
tions is important.

Ithink we should take note of the move at
Accra that the security Council should be
restructured, that it should be expanded and
that its entire role should be reviewed. What
should be the role of the Security council?
How should it be restructured? What repre-
sentation will be there not only of one ortwo
countries, but how the non-aligned countries
would be represented in that movement? |
think this is an initiative which has been
taken at a right time. it should be properly
pursued. India must start seriously taking to
some of the non-aligned countries and also
some of the European countries. | am sure
that we will be able 1o get support on this
issue from many countries.

Sofaras SAARC is concerned, | say that
it is not still taking off properly. There is lack
of dynamism, lack of proper coordination. |
know that India has its own problems be-
cause of the obstructing role of pakistan:
even in SSARC. Even in SAARC, a small
organisation, india gets isolated. We should
be very careful about these things. India
should make -every move with a proper
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and with proper relationship.
lbmahouldbomldommatm
the proper atmosphere for it.

When you made an observation about
the neighbouring countries, it is ali right. You
said thatour should be to develop our
relations the neighbouring countries.
But | will bring to your notice one very impor-
tant cbservation of Pandit Jawaharial Nehru
on this. it has to be done always in the world
perspective. Panditjii said in one of his
speachesthat our neighbours noware alithe
countries of the world. Because the world is
becoming small because of the develop-
ment of communications, space, science
and technology and everything. Therefore
he said our neighbours now are all the coun-
tries of the world, sothatwe cannot relate our
foreign policy just to a few countries around
us; but have to think of practically every
country in the world and take into considera-
tion of the possible areas of conflict, trade,
sconomic interest,etc. It has been recog-
nised now that if there is a confiict of a big
scale anywhere in the world, i is bound to
spread all over the world that war has be-
come indivisible and therefore peace is also
indivisible. | wanted to only emphasize this.
Sometimes | hear the voice in our country
as ¥ we have nothing to do with the world; we
should only look towards our neighbouring
countries and try to develop our relations
with them. May be you take a certain stand
onthe world situation and some of the neigh-
bouring countries do not support you inthat.
k does not mean that you should not take
inktiative at the world level at all.

Therefore while developing our relations
with the neighbouring countries, we should
never forget that a new world is emerging
and our relationship with other countries has
also 1o be developed.

| will say that we should also very seri-
ously consider whether there is any possibil-
Ry-1 have said about some kind of coordina-
tion between SAARC and ASEAN of devel-
oping what we call the Asian personality or
any kind of from ke Asian Coordination

Forum. Europeans are talking of Common
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European Home. They have tsken many
initiatives. Now, they have one pariiament;
they have one economic organisaion; they .
are talking of having oneness. Even France
has proposed one European Government.
Onthe one hand, these developed countries
are trying to unite and sort out their differ-
ences within theirown organisation; they are
trying to move collectively; they are emerg-
ing as united countries. But, on the other
hand, whan there is need for greater unity
amongst the newly liberated countries-the
third world countries—we are trying to fight
with each other and we are giving an image
of conflicting with each other on major is-
sues. | feel that India must move along with
some other countries. When mgving along
with some other countries, | seethe possibil-
ity of having some joint initiative with China
and may be to some limited extent with
Japan aiso. But, there is a definate possibil-
ity. | have visited China two or three times in
the past two, there years. Once they toid us
very clearly that they would like to have a
joint seminar with India, at least to see what
can we do together, how can we move jointly
in matters of economic cooperation. In all
these matters, the. Government of india
should explore the possibilities very seri-
ously. We should not wait and say, Let the
initiative come from china'? Why should that
initiative come from China? Why should we
not take initiative from our side? Therefore,
| would like our External Affairs Ministry to
pay greater attention to this aspect.

There is a danger of United States of
America dictating to the whole world. What

~ we find today is that America has totally

assumed to itself a new role telling Soviet
Unionthat these arethe five points; you must
accept that; and only then we will give you
help. When three newly appointed Baltic
Foreign Ministers went to the White House,
Mr. Bush told them, "Look here, my country
will not be able to help you, unless you ring
these political reforms, administrative re-
forms, modifications in the approach in inter-
national arena, the role in new Europe. *
There is a serious danger in this kind of role.
How to prevent it? Our country is also mak-
ing efforts in improving the relations with the
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United States of America. Nobody will op-
pose that. But at the same time, India will
never accept and should never accept ifone
single country dictatesin amanneras ifithas
becomethe single sole world power, toknow
. the interests of other countries. It is a very
clearinterference inthe internal and domes-
tic affairs of other countries. This tendency
must be stopped and for this India must give
a serious thought as to how to take care of
this.

The last point | would like to say is that,
we have to take care of the world public
opinion. World public opinicn also plays a
very important role. We must know that
American public opinion played a big role
when? America committed aggression and
was killing barbarously the people of viet-
nam. World public opinion inside America
played a major role there. We know how the
Publicopinion emergedthere.We aretalking
of the end of cold war era and emerging of a
new era,

Many people from all over the world
have been meeting and taking collective
initiatives to contribute to the world peace.
Therefore, the public opinion also plays a
very important role, a meaningful role in
building a new kind of relationship. | am glad
that our External Affairs Ministry has been
taking care of this. And we succeeded in this
country at least on many major issues that
our foreign policy and many tenets of our
foreign policy becamethe nationally accepted
issues. | think, that initiative should not be
lost. That should continue. We should not
think that there is no need because the arms
race is not there, we have entered into an-
other era, and therefore, there is no need of
publicopinion. My emphasis is that we should
pay necessary attention to cultivate public
opinion in favour of peace, in favour of a new
world based on justice, equality, brother-
hood and human dignity.

1 find today there is a tak of one world
order. Perhaps we have very quietly given
up our objective of a new international eco-
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nomic order. | think, there is a need today -
much more today than any time - that India
must continue with that initiative, India must
fight that new struggle, that we want a new
international socio-economic order based
on justice, based on equality, based on
human dignity where the exploiting nations
and powerful nations should not be able to
put any kind of pressure on the smaller
nations.

Then, Iwillsay thatfor some time we are
not hearing about the Indian Ocean as the
zone of peace. What has happened to that
initiative? United States of America was
always creating problems. They were pre-
venting. They have prevented for the last ten
years succassfully and did not aliow a con-
ference to be held at Colombo for Indian
Ocean as a zone of peace. | think, wa should
take it up again and we should see that this
conference takes place.

1 hope that our Foreign Ministry would
also pay a little more attention on our exter-
nal publicity. We get a feeling that Pakistan
is doing much better than us in external
propaganda in misleading public opinion and
alsoraising continuously - duringthe lastfew
years they have rather tried to raise aggres-
sively - the question of Kashmir on interna-
tionalfora. Therefore, necessary steps should
be taken to meet this kind of propaganda
which Pakistan is trying to make in a very
aggressive manner. We should take care on
that front also. | am sure that in the new

. international situation, India will not lack in

initiative, India will not give up the path of
collective movement with other Non Align-
ment Movement countries, and India will
make its contribution in keeping with our
great tradition our great historical values,
that the world becomes a better world, it
becomes a world of peace, it becomes a
wortld where there will be no poverty, it be-
comes a world where there will be no threat
by one country, one powerful nation, against

~ another nation. Withthese words, | conclude

my speech.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Midnapore):
Mr. Chairman, the scope of this discussion
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is, of course, very wide, very large. It is not
possible in this limited time to try to touch on
alithe various problems and various aspects
of the international scenario as we see it
today. Therefore, | will try to limit myself to
only one ortwo themes, if | may say so, That
does not mean that | do not have anything to
say on many other questions that have al-
ready been raised here by many speakers.
But there is, after all, paucity of time. | agree
withthe Ministerthat the mainthing is that we
are practically in a new world. The world is
notonly changing but it has already changed.
And for a country like India, to try to find its
bearings in this new worid and to chalk out
what its path should be, is not an easy task.
| agree with this point. It requires much more
discussion and interaction between differant
opinions and different viewpoints. That is
one reason why we, in the Opposition, were
very unhappy about the way in which the
discussion on international situation was
treated in this Session, as though it is a
matter of secondary importance and can be
relegated to the last day of the Session and
even that was doubtful at one stage. And
now, you can see the situation here. The
House is practically defunct already. This is
not the way to deal with this quastion, if you
are serious about it. Wewere not able to take
upthe Demands for Grants for the Ministry of
External Affairs. | do not think this has ever
happened before in the Budget Session. But
we are creating new records, | think, of the

wrong sort.

Now, | only want to say or at least, | want
to cancern myself with the few remarks that
| made on the question of our country’s role.
What has been India’s role and what should
be India’s role now? We were not just one of
the Non-aligned countries or just one of the
Third World countries. We were something
more than that. | do not say this in any spirit
of boasting or anything. After all, India had
occupied a special place in the whole com-
munity of Third World countries and Non-
Aligned countries and we were a crusader
from the very beginning. From the dawn of
Independence, this country was a crusader
for certain principles which have been men-
tioned here by many of my friends and for
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which we fought relentlessly and for which
we mobilised support relentlessly all over
the world, that is, principles of peace, disar-
mament, nonviclence, cooperation, anti-
colonialism and anti-racism. On all these
issues, India was a crusader in a worid In
which we were economically not a strong
power but much weaker than we are today,
| suppose. | must remind the House thatfrom
the very beginning, we did enjoy the support,
the sympathy and solidarity of what used to
be known as the Second World. All socialist
countries cannot yet be described as former
socialist countries. Some of them are still
there. Anyway, one cannot deny the fact that
a country like India and other Third World
countries were in difficulties when they had
to face soma crisis in the international arena,
when they were sought to be pressurised by
stronger forces, sought to be blackmailed
sometimes, whenthe question of giving them
developmental aid for their progress came
up, etc. Very often, we were in difficulties,
which we did overcome, no doubt, on’'the
basis of our own strength. But we had the
unstinted support always of the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries in that regard.
Even in the Security Council, we know as to
how many times they stood by us when were
in danger of being isclated by powers like the
United States, United Kingdom and all that
and also on the issue of Kashmir, Goa or any
otherof these issues. That world, | am afraid,
has gone. At least it has weakened and very
much marginalised. They are no longerin a
position, for whatever reason, to stand by us
inthat same way. Some people in our coun-
try, some circles of course, are happy. They
are gloating over the fact that according to
them the so called Socialist World has col-
lapsed, socialism is dead, socialism has
been rejected and nobody wants socialism
now. | can understand America or some
other powerful Western capitalist countries
saying this, but | for the life of me, cannot
understand those of our countrymen saying
this. | do not understand how they fail to
understand that this crisis which has comein
the Socialist countries and particularly So-
viet Union is to our great disadvantage also.
It is not something which is going to help us.
it is going to weaken us also. So, what is
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there to gloat about? What is there to be so
happy-about? | really do not understand it.
However, because of that, partly because of
that partly because of our own economic
crisis, | should say that we must be more
vigilant. I say economiccrisis becausethat is
what the Government has been saying for
the last three or four months. The Govern-
ment says that we are standing on the brink
of aprecipice, ourcoffers are empty and if we
do not go to the IMF and ask them for loans,
if we do not fulfil whatever conditions they
want and if we do not get the money, we will
not be able to meet our obligations and we
will become international defaulters, etc.
Therefore, the rupee has been devalued,
and our gold has been transterred out of the
countryl All these things happened. Well,
these are not directly Shri Faleiro’s doings. |
do not ask himto reacttothese. Butfacts are
facts.

Therefore Sir, though | agree with Shri
Chandra Jeet Yadav and Shri Vajpayee that
when we won our Independence, we were
noteconomically a very big and strong power
at all, nevertheless by the force of our con-
victions, by the force of our principles and
values which we stood for, we were able to
project an international image of India of
which we are proud. But today, | also think
that your economic basis has something to
do with your foreign policy. You cannot al-
ways say that it does not matter even if your
economy is weak, your foreign policy can be
as strong as it always was.

16.28 hrs
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

The trouble now is this. What | am
apprehensive about is that - we are going to
adopt a policy - an economic policy or finan-
clal policy - which may make us, unless we
are very vigilant, increasingly dependent on
aid from abroad. We always took aid from
abroad. It is nothing new. But if it makes us
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increasingly dependent on aid from abroad,
- and not from socialist countries, mind you
- if we are increasingly dependent on aid
from the other group, | am not so sure that it
willnot have some reaction, some effects on
our foreign policy. That | want the Govern-
ment to be very careful about.

The main criticism that | wish to make
today is that there seems to be a lack of
initiative. ladmit that the time that has passed
since all these events have taken place, is
very short and one should not jump to con-
clusions just now. | do not wish to jump to
conclusions. But | am noticing a little thread
which seems to me to suggest that there Is
some lack of initiative developing. It is not
enough to say as the hon. Minister in his
opening remarks has sald that these are the
various countries and this is how very very
correct and formal relations are being main-
tained with them and that everything is fine.
Wall, | have got a word of praise for the
Ministry for the work it had done last year in
evacuating our countrymen from the Gulf
area. A very excellent job was done for which
they deserve the highest praise. | have no
doubt about it. But India is something more.
Ithinkthe Third World Countries used to look
up to India for support, for help and for
solidarity and that is our biggest capital. That
should not be allowed to be diluted in any-
way; may be consciously or unconsciously,
willy-nilly or under pressure of certain eco-
nomic compulsion. That should be avoided
by us. We must go outto take the initiative as
we used to take earlier. But that | am afraid
is not happening now. | would like to give just
two or three examples.

Take the case of Kampuchia. Some-
thing is happening thare. We are all looking
forward eagerly to some sort of settiement
between the varied factions in Kampuchia
which will permit elections to be held there.
| hopa that is not a very remote future. And,
then some kind of democratically elected
Government will emerge which will at least
bring. some peace and order to that long
suffaring country.

In this Report of the Ministry of External
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Affairs there is also a reference to the fact
that relations with Kampuchia continues to
be close and friendly. Then it refers to the
visit of the Prime Minister, Hun Sien from 7th
to 11 October, 1990, etc. Frime Minister Hun
Sien stresses the importance of India; con-
tinuing to play a role in the Cambodian
settiement and participating in the United
Nations transitional authority in Cambodia.
This Is menticned here and | am glad that it
has been mentioned here that the Prime
Minister of Cambeodia was expecting some-
thing from us.

| know that India has in the past played
positive role as far as settlement of Cambo-
dials concerned. We were ableto participate
in the Paris Conference also which had
taken place earlier. But, now at the closing
stage of this Cambodian crisis when settie-
ment is in sight and, | think we should ask
ourselves what India is doing now; can we
not take some initiative to help its settlement
to come about. They are our friends. Prime
Minister Hun Sien is our close friend. He
came here to seek our help and cooperation.
| am told that there is a proposal afoot in the
United Nations that if elections come about
inCambodia perhaps a United Nations Peace
Keeping Force will be sent there to look after
things while elections are held. But| am also
informed that among the countries which are
provisionally being settled or named by the
United Nations to participate or to send their
contingents in the Peace Keeping Force,
India is not there. | am very surprised.

. Another tradition of India is that wher-
ever peace keeping forces go whether it is
Cyprus, Namibia, Vietnam or Korea, India
has never been left out. India is a symbol of
peace. It has always contributed a contin-
gent to these peace keeping forces. Our
name was always suggested by other coun-
tries. But why is it this India is being omitted
from Peace Keeping Force which is pro-
posed for Kampuchia? Ithink alithese things
need to be looked into. We should not rele-
gate ourselves to some kind of sacond rank
as we are the one who have done so much
in the past for all these people. We have
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played abig role. We should seeto it that our
initiative is not truncated.

We are a Member of the Security Coun-
cil. We are proud of the fact that we have
again returned to the Security Council.
Membarship of the Security Councilimposas
certain obligations on us no doubt but it also
gives us some leverage or some status. And,
here | would like to say something. | do not
approve fully of the role that we are playing
as Security Council Member in the affairs of
Iraq. Iraq committed a big wrong doing. A big
international crime was committed by Sad-
dam Hussain in carrying out aggression
against Kuwalt. But subsequently, what is
happening? As Members of the Security
Council, we have said here that “India fully
subscribe to and faithfully abided by all the
Resolutions of the U.N. Security Council in
this regard despite the cost to her economy
resulting from the compliance with the Secu-
rity Council Resolution 661 impesing eco-
nomic sanctions against Iraq.”

Iraq has been defeated in the War.
Defeated means that their military power
has been completely smashed, pulverised.
We recall those days when pursuant to the
Security Council's Resolution, the United
States carried out aimost unprecedented
bombing attacks on Iraqi cities, including the
civilian population, not only of military tar-
gets and all that. That was perhaps the price
you can say that Iraq had to pay for the
blunder that it had committed. One of the
alms of the United States which is still de-
clared by President Bush that we will not rest
until this man Saddam Hussein is removed
from power. That aim has not been achieved
yet. | hope, it is not one of our aims also. At
any cost, this man Saddam Hussein must go
then only we can deal with Iraq, In a different
way. That is what President Bush's stand is.
But they have not been able to remove
Saddam Hussein. He may be a good man.
He may be a bad man. He may be an evil
man or any damn thing. But the point that |
am making is that we have information about
the effect of the so called economic sanc-
tions that are having on the civilian popula-
tion in lrag, on the women and on the chil-



127 Motion re.

[Sh. Indrajit Gupta]

dren. We have been informed here that more
than five thousand children have died and
about fifteen thousand are on the door step
- of death because of hunger, starvation and
mal nutrition. They are not able to get essen-
tial food stuffs, medicines, nothing because
of this sanction. The Sanctions Committee
of the United Nations includes all the Mem-
bers of the Security Council. What are we

doing there? Why should we not raise our.

voice, at least that sanctions ae not meantto
punish the civilian population in lraq? You
can destroy the Iragi Army, if you like. Now
three or four days ago, it was being revealed
how the tanks of the United States buried
thousands of Iraqi soldiers alive in the sand
by using some new techniques and all that.
It is a horrible thing. But anyway that is a
military operation. But | am talking about the
suffering of the civilians. | do not think that
India should keep quiet onthis issue. Itis not
in our tradition at all. If you would permit me,
| have some.document here which | want to
quote. ltis a Report of Mr. Marty Intisary, the
United Nations Secretary General’ personal
representative. The Date of the Report is
30th March, 1991.

*In pursuance of his Report, a Harvard
University Medical team recently visited Iraq
and found that hundreds of thousands of
children face death over the coming months
as a result of the combined effects of bomb-
ing against lraq and the continued imposi-
tion of sanctions. Dr. Rob Noodle - they are
all Americans - has reported, on behalf of the
Harvard team that, as a result of the team’s
survey, based on field work visits to eleven
major cities in Irag. “ we have conservatively
estimated that the mortality rate for children
under five will produce 170,000 additional
deaths in this age group”. Dr. Noodle de-
scribed the situatidn in Iraq as a “Pubiic
health catastrophe”.

Because of the bombing during the
hostilities, sewage treatment, drinking water
supply, refrigeration of medicine and the
operation of hospitals have become ex-
tremely diffioult or nearly impossible to
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manage. Cholera and typhoid are reaching
epidemic proportions.” The Harvard team’s
forecast was corroborated by Dr. Ezin Murzil
of the UNICEF who said that 80 per cent of
children :inder one year of age are already
facing severe malnutrition.” | can go on like
this because there are so many more facts
and figures. | am saying that there is a limit
to all this.

It is one thing to join with the other
powers in condemning the aggression of
Iraq on Kuwait, and if you like, supporting
eventhe American military adventuresthere.
Butit is quite anotherthing, iong afterthewar
is over, to go on supporting this type of
barbarous sanctions which are preventing
the common people and even children there
from getting the necessities of life.

And therefore, if he likes, if he has not
seen this report, | can hand it over. Have you
got it? | hope that he has seen it. Because,
there are many facts in this which you may
study. You can verify them also.

But my point is, that consistent with
India’s past all record and tradition of caring
for humanity and humane causes, some-
thing should be done. | am told that in the
Security Council on this question of sanc-
tions the Iragi Government had only asked
for parmission that the sanctions be relaxed
to the extent of allowing them to purchase
some food and medicines from abroad by a
limited sale of their oil. If they could sell a
ceitain quantity of oil and get the money with
which they could find the foodstuffs, medi-
cine, milk and all that then these populations
would be able to survive. But that request
was turned down and what was India doing?
| would like to know. | am told that only
Yemen and Cuba, only those two countries,
voted in favourof that Iraqi proposal. Nobody
else. That is why | am worried. | am worried,
because where are we going? | do not liketo
say it but we should not allow economic
compulsions to dilute or water down our
record and our principles in this matter, for
one thing.

Then another matter | wish to referto, it
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Is mentioned also briefly in the report, is
Myanmar, that is, Burma, one of our neigh-
bouring countries. Atleast, | am glad that this
reporthas pointed out that apopularly elected
government, of popular forces, democratic
forces, which won a big electoral victory, a
resounding victory in the elections there, is
not allowed to assume power. The military
junta there in Burma has prevented them
physically from taking power. In fact, some of
their leaders have been arrested and thrown
into prison and that military junta is running
the show. And the democratically elected
representatives of the people are not permit-
ted to exercise their rights. So, it has been
noted here. But this is another question on
which | would like to ask he Government, if
we are not in a position to take any initiative.
This is an issue which we should raise in
different international fora. It is a question of
human rights also. Why is the voice of India
not being heard? Perhaps they may not
listen to us, they may not heed us, but the
point is that India's voice should be heard. |
am worried about our own reputation, about
our own credibility. | do not care what those
other countries do. But it hurts us that earlier
Indiaplayed certain role, and was well-known
for some values and norms, and we should
not keep mum about it now. Why should we
keep mum?

| am very glad that the hon. Prime Min-
ister visited Germany and has got a warm
reception there. He is also very satisfied with
the response he found there amongditferent
circles regarding their attitude towards India
and all that. That is fine. But | should like the
voice of India to be heard more stridently on
some of these questions.

The way you are looking at me, Sir, Ifeel
that you are about to ring the bell. So, | am
only mentioning some points and | will finish.

Then about this proposed West Asian
Conference on the Palestine question. ltis a
good thing. We have welcomed it also. But is
it or is it not a fact that the main obstruction
to such a conference is being created by
Israel, and even the United States has be-
come annoyed with them and is saying that
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they should not adopt this kind of obstruc-
tionist role when the possibilities of a West
Asian peace Conference for the first time
have materialised. We should say some-
thing also. Who is obstructing? Who is ob-
structing? You can open a Consulate Gen-
eral of Israel in Delhi as Shri Vajpayee has
suggested. | do not mind. But this is the key
question, West Asia, as far as Israel is con-
cerned. Because all over these years, Israel
has been acting as a surrogate of the U.S.A.
in the Middle East and now ifthey are forced
to cometothe Peace Conference Table, that
proposed, it will be a good thing and
naturally | am not surprised if they try to
obstruct it. But India’s voice should be heard
on those issues. We should not be afraid of
calling a spade a spade. Then, on the ques-
tion of Afghan settlement, good bright pros-
pects are opening now since both the Soviet
Union and the U.S.A. have declared publicly
thatthey are geing to stop sending any more
aims to either side, and let the Afghan settle
the issue themselves without any external
weapon supply or arms race from outside. It
is a good thing. And | hope that something
will materialise out of it. The President, Mr.
Najib, has been a good friends of India. We
have had close relations with him always. He
had visited this country as our honoured
guest in the past. And | do think that the
Government of India, not in a very obtrusive
way as though they want to spoke their nose
into everything, but they should maintain the
closest contacts with President Najib and
see if there is any way by which India in a
discreet way, in adiplomatic way, can help in
speeding up the prospect of a settiement.

I agree fully with what has been re-
stated here. In our own interest, we want an
Afghan, which is peaceful and non-aligned.
That is in our own interest. | am also con-
scious of the fact that something is happen-
ing in the Muslim Republics of the Soviet
Union bordering on Afghanistan. We do not
know whatthe future holds. | cannot say; you
cannot say. There arefundamentalist forces,
which have been working for a long time in
Uzbekistan, in Tadzhikstan, in Azerbaijan, in
Kazakhistan and other places. You see, they
were not able to play a very predominent role
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intheir respectiva areas so long asthey were
within the Soviet family. Once thay try to
break out, there are many forces which will
try to raise thair heads and we do not want
soma kind of negative influences to grow
thara which may affect periphery of our
country, which has a vital security percep-
tion for us. So, we should devalop closest
friendly relations with Afghanistan, with Najib
and try our best to see that a proper sattle-
ment is brought about.

About Pakistan, | agree with what other
fiends have said here. | think, the Govern-
ment of india is doing what i can to see that
the Pakistan's game is folled. They seem to
be more adeptthan us, more expert than us,
in projecting their own image abroad in dif-
ferent fora of the world. | do not know why it
happens. Why should there be many people
in other countries supporting them against
us on the question of Kashmir? Something is
wrong In our projecting this issue properly.
That should be looked into.

Then, Sir, | would say that there is the
question of developing cooperation, as the
Minister has emphasised, with our neigh-
bouring countries, friendly relations. That is
a priority job no doubt - whether it is Nepal or
Sri Lanka or other countries. With Nepal,
there is a plenty of scope as has been
pointed out here for all types of cooperation,
sconomic and other cooperation; the joint

" ventures In tha field of projects which will
benefit both Nepal and India; and | am sura .

that the Government will do its best to ex-
plore all thess poasibliities and give our
unstinted cooperation and support in this
matter.

Finally, | 100 ieel a littie bit of remarse or
regret that one of the countries - We cannot
do anything about k - which was along with
us, one of the pionsers of this non-align-
ment, Yugosiavia, Tito's Yugoslavia - at one
time in the name of Nehru, Nasar and Tito,
these were the big three of the
Movement, who gaivanised the whole world
with their concept of non-ulnnmm and
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moved together and moblilised many coun-
tries on this common platiorm - Is now facing
atremendous internal crisis and is breaking
up. ltis a very regretful fact that a kind of civil
war Is raising there. Croatia and Serbia ara
trying to break way. And everyday, our
Doordarshan, which does not show many
things which shoukd be shown, never fails
every single day in showing at least eight to
ten minutes of fighting going on in Yugosia-
via. |donotknowwhat is the point. How does
it help us? Somebody was saying the this
may give ideas to secessionists in our coun-
try and all that. | do not know. | do not know
what is the policy of our Doordarshan. Why
they are so much adamant of showing the
indian pecple everyday how Yugoslavia is
breaking-up due to armed struggle between
different groups there? | think, the Prime
Minister may kindly look into this. it should
have a little restraint. Occasionally, they may
give us a little news of Yugoslavia. But, this
should not become a major item in every-
day’s news telecast. What is the idea? We
cannot do anything. But a little nostaigic
sorrow and unhappines should be there. We
wish Yugoslavia as a country would be able
to restore its normal conditions. | know, they
are made up of different ethnic constituents.
But, after all, we can be sympathetic about
them because we are facing all typs of prob-
lems in our country. We know that these are
difficult problems to solve and we would
certainly like Yugoslavia to find a way by
which they will be able to stop this fighting
and restore peace and normalcy and the
country may be able to prosper and prog-
ress.

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI P.V.
NARASHIMHA RAO): | am grateful to the
hon. Members who have made such a
meaningful contribution tothe Debate. | also
feel a littie disappointed that this year the
Demands of the Ministry of External Affairs
could not come before the House as they
have always been coming year after year
and | think this shouid be the last year in
which suchathing has happened. From next
year, we should see to it that the Ministry of
External Affairs, India's Forsign Policy, is
brought into focus as it has always been
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brought. Of course, It is nobody's fault. We
are not on the point of fault-finding at the
moment. But, | agree that we should restore
it back to the position of importance it always
had.

We are really discussing something
" which has baffled the whole world. The
changes in the world during the last few
years and probably during the last few
months, have been so quick, so difficult to
explain in terms of time, In terms of motiva-
tion, in terms of immediate or remote cause.
So, there Is an element of bafflement, an
element of the unknown, unforseen, unan-
ticipated in all these events. And therefore,
when you are in the midst of such quick
baffling changes, what you see infrontof you
is anew set of uncertainties. Wa do notknow
how this has happened and we do not know
equally what is going to happen next. At best
we can only make an assessment of the
situation and on the basis of that assess-
ment, we could perhaps in a vague mannaer,
in a general way, determine the policy of our
Government or determine aboutthe policies
of other Governments, other powers in the
world. So, the inter-action also becomaes full
of uncertainties and, therefore, today when
we talk of foreign policy, when we talk of the
international situation, no one can say for
sure that what he is saying is bound to
happen and what someone else is saying
will never happen. So, this is the kind of new
uncertainty in which we find ourselves today.
There is nothing wrong in owning. this, in
admitting this. And this uncertainty is com-
mon to all parties. Since we have had a
consensus on foreign policy right from the
beginning, it is good that all the speeches
which | have had the occasion to listen to are
having the same import and same purport in
their main essentials. So, | would say that
here we are in the quest for a new policy
framework for the country, both inside the
movement of Non-Alignment as an impor-
tant country, as the Founder Member of the
Movement of Non-Alignment, and also as
India per se. This uncertainty and this quest
will have to continue in a unitea manner and
we will have to find a consensus on the new
role of India in the future.
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The Congress manifesto has, to some
extent, antioipated the important aspects of
the international situation. It has said, and }
quote:

“We have succeeded in persuad- -
ing the whole world to fulfil
Jawaharlal Nehru's vision of a
world without competing blocs, a
world of detente, a world moving
towards disarmament.”

Now, we can legitimately claim some
credit for having done this, having been
important partners inthis Movement towards
Non-Alignment, towards disarmament and
towards detente. The House will recall that
under Panditji, under Indiraji, under Rajivji,
and under Lal Bahadur Shastriji, we have
continued the relentless quest for detents,
we have always spoken up for detente, we
have always spoken up for disarmament
and, in fact, we have given our own interpre-
tation of disarmament, our own picture of
what we consider disarmament, complete
and total disarmament is our vision, and we
have contributedtothis. Therefore, this quest,
this role of India would have to continue and
| would like to say that it will continue.

We have also said it is for us to ensure
that the ending of the cold war does not
mean domination of any one power centre.
Precisely on this point, we have had several
speeches now. [t willbe India's endeavourto
see that the end of the cold war or the
emergence of only one power bloc or super-
power, does not meanthe subjugation " of all
other countries who, on some issue or the
other, do not see eye to eye with that super-
powaer”. | have no doubt in my mind that India
will have to play that role. it need not be
confrontation. There is no need for confron-
tation. Even in a democratised United Na-
tions, for instance, for which we are making
all efforts, there is possibility, there is likeli-
hood of a difference of opinion, and if that
democratisation continues on the right lines,
India will have a role to play. There is no
question of the role of India and similar
countries coming to an end. Therefore, what
we are looking for is a democratised func-
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tioning of the word community wherein the
derision is notonthebasis of armaments, on
the basis of money power, on the basis of
other considerations, but on the basis of
justice and fairplay, and that should be our
endeavour. So, it is the same struggle in a
different context, with different tools per-
haps, in different fora. Therefore, i do not
think that the role of India which we have
cherished so far will ever end and | am
absolutely certain that we will continue this.

17.00 hrs

if we have not been active for the last
one or two years, let us leave that past
behind and look ahead. Nothing has really
been lost. Maybe a little visibility of India has
been lost. But we can always restore it and
| am sure about it.

Woe have also said it is for us to ensure
that the emergence of new economic pow-
ers such as Germany and Japan works for
the betterment of the poor and not only for
the enrichment of the rich. This is what my
visitto Germany is all about. We have found
that it is not a uni-polar world in all respects.
Yes, in the military sense it is uni-polar; but
in the economic sense it is multi-polar, it is
multi-centric. Therefore, there is really no
point in only emphasizing the uni-polar na-
ture of the world. There are so many eco-
nomic power centras in the world. And India
is not an economic power centre as such but
India has an importance which cannot be
ignored by any economic power centre, and
that came out loud and clear in my visit to
Germany. | am happy about it because it is
not simply what we are going to get from
Germany tomorrowthat we discussed about.
It is something much more, it is something
much further, where does India stand in
tomorrow’s. set up, the new set up, the new
set up of Europe, for instance. Now, { am
convinced, | have been assured that India
will nat be outside that imaginary fortress
that will be built in Europe in 1992. | have
been assured that India will have an entry
into that fortress, | do not even call it a
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were the detractors of the Eu market,
the single economy that is to come.
But, when we are told that we have friends
within Europe, who will not let India to be left
out- not because itisonly Indiathit s asking

for it, but because India is an \important
country which nobody can ignore and, there-
fore, we are assured of India’s place, India's
entry. Of course, everything will depend on
ourown performance. It is not as if someone
is going to give us everything and we need
notdo anything on our part. That is where out
timely policy changes, our re-orientation of
oureconomicpolicies, comeinto the picture.
And in the light of all these changes, we find
that India is now assured of a place of
importance as she always had.

So, it is for us to see that this wotks for
the betterment of the poor and not only for
the enrichment of the rich. We have started
the concept of G-15 in the Non-alighed
Movement. This is what India has done,
almost single-handed, at ithe Belgrade
Summit, where these G-15 countries, that is
countries of the Third world, developing
countries, can take some lead in ail the
problems of the developing worid, and they
could also stand up so that they become ar
important factor in the economic scenario ol
the world tomorrow. This was the idea. Anc
the idea was accepted by the Non-aligned
Movement. Yes, what has happened in
Yugoslavia, what is happening in Yugosla-
via now, leaves the Movement a little de-
funct,in the sense that it is not functioning.
But at the same time Yugoslavia's impor-
tance hasnotbeen lost. We have nothing but
friendship with Yugoslavia. And | do not
know what the Doordarshan is showing. |
have no idea, how many minutes it is show-
ing about the happenings of Yugoslavia. But
| would certainly like to say that Yugoslavia
is one of our friendliest countries. We will
certainly see to it that what was started in
Yugoslavia in 1989 will continue and we will
work on it. We have the commitment to work
on it and that is why the meeting ofthe B-15
is going to be held in Venezuela, And & is
going to be an important Meeting. Never
mind what happens, but it is present for the



137 Motion re.

time being in a particular country. But what
sprouted in Yugoslavia, what sprouted in
1989 in Belgrade is not going to go waste, it
is going to be acted upon, and | am sure India
will certainly play her role in that event also.

Sir, the new workd order based on the
philosophy of non-violence initiated by
Gandhiji and incorporated in the 1986 Delhi
Declaration—what happens to that commit-

" ment? We stand committed to that. it is true
that we are having disarmament. Much has
happened, much more needs to happen in
the field of disarmament. The intermediate
missiles more or less have been wiped out,
and then there is a sizeable reduction in the
other missiles and so on. Butthere is nothing
like total and complete disarmament yet in
sight. Even today the armaments that they
have are enough to destroy the world many
many times over. So, what are we really
talking about? We are talking about a very
slow and very limited amount of disarma-
ment that has been brought about. But what
India stands for is total, complete disarma-
ment and not only disarmament in the sense
of not having nuclear arms, but a world which
is free from nuclear weapons and also it is
non-violence. If you completely destroy
nuclear weapons today but after 10 years if
another kind of weapon which may not ba
called ‘nuclear’ but which may be something
much more destructive than a nuclear
weapon suddenly emerges from somewhaere,
from some power, then you have not really
contributed to that world of non-violence
which you talked about in 1986. Therefqre, it
is not merely the negative aspect of doing
away with nuclear weapons, but positively

creating a non-violent world to which Presi-

dent Gorbachev and Rajiv Gandhi commit-
ted their countries to in 1986. That commit-
ment, Mr. Speaker, Sir, remains, and that
commitment India will complete. So, it is not
as if India is left without a role.

Now, we have been again baffled by
what happened in the Soviet Union. | have
just spoken about Yugoslavia. The Soviet
Union is a much larger country, much more
powerful and very important country in world

aftairs, to which we have always been look-
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ing for friendship and support, and we con-
tinue to hava the same friendly relations and
close relations with the Soviet Union.

Apartfrom what happenstothe future of
the Soviet Union about which | am not as
pessimistic as some people are, | would like
to say that in respect of our relations withthe
Soviet Union, about which some paople might
think that these relations may get shaitered,
our treaties for instance, our agreements for
instance, economiccooperation forinstance,
might be in doldrums, | believe this is only a
passing phasa, | believe this is only atempo-
rary phase. The relations between our two
countries are not merely based on atreaty or
on certain agreements, but we have sub-
scribed to certain principles, and | am quite
sure that a large country like the Soviet
Union just cannot go to pieces and just
disappear, it is not possible. They will cer-
tainly find a way of again consolidating the
country, may be on different lines, maybe in
a different context, but | do not see anything
beyond that happening, which would com-
pletely disrupt our relations either in the
economicfield orin the political field. | do not
expectthat. lcannot spell out anything more,
nor can any Members spell out anything
more than this at the moment, not even the
friands abroad with whom | have had occa-
sion to speak. Everyone seems to be equally
uncertain; everyone seems to be hopeful
this minute, not so hopeful the next minute.
But, we would say, as friends of the Soviet
Union, that the relations between the two
countries are not going to be disrupted. We
willcertainly continue the relationship. There
may be certain lacunae, for instance in the
supplies, in exports and in the nitty-gritty of
our relations. These are important; we can-
not minimise the importance of these things.
But | understand that whenever we have
taken up any of these matters withthe Soviat
authorities, they have responded with what-
ever expedition that they could manage at
the moment; may be after two months, three
months or four months they would respond
more expeditiously. There had never been a
cold shouldering on whatever we have taken
to them. There had never been a negative
responseirom them and therefore, we have
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nothing to worry about it except that we will
have to walt for the time, when on the other
sideourfriends are able to respond properly.
That is all that | have to say about Indo-
Soviet relationship.

Then, there was somementionof Burma.
The House may recail that we did do our bit
in the situation which developed in Burma
two years ago. We were, to some extent,
helpful. The military Government of Burma
was very bitter about India on whatever we
did and | do not see any reason why we
should not play a constructive and helpful
role in the situation. | would not like to say
anything more, because | am not fully con-
versant with whatever had been done during
the last three years, or not done. But, | am
sure that the role which we played earlier
when there was a big change in Burma, that
role naturally will not be discontinued; in
whatever manner it is possible, we will cer-
tainly do our duty.

Sir, the UN role also has come up for
somecomments inthe debate. |am surethat
the UN has come into its own after all these
changes. We have had a much more impor-
tant role assigned to UN in the last two or
three years and in this role, in the assigning
of this role, in the expansion of the UN role,
we also have contributed our bit. There is
hardly any speech of the External Affairs
Minister of India or the Prime Minister of
India which did not emphasise a much more
decisive and important role for the UN. We
have said even in the case of disarmament,
in the case of the verification regimes undar
the disarmament dispensation, the UN must
have a much bigger role. | think, that is
saying quite a bit, but we have advocated
that role for the UN. We will continue to
advocate that. We are a member of the
Security Council right now, butthat is some-
thing which comes and goes. We have
suggested the expansion of the Security
Council. This may not materialisethis yearor
next year, but this is something which is in
conformity with the general wise of several
countries in the world, The situation in which
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the original Security Council was formed,
that situation has changed beyond recogni-
tion. So many countries have become free;
80 many countries are playing such impor-
tant roles in world affairs today that the
Security Council as it was conceived of 45
years ago, needs to change and needs to be
expanded and India is taking a lead in this

important role in bringing about or trying to
bring apoutthlsd\mgo.

SHRISAIFUDDIN CHOUDHURY:Have
you suggested anything with regard to the
veto power of the permanent members?

SHRI P.V. NARASIMHA RAO: We are
concentrating on expansion. | think, we do
the easier things first. | am not even saying
that itis going to be easy, butwe havefriends
in this. We have supporte:s in this and this
would be the better strategy 10 go about it.
This roie will continue and | am sure that
what we have promised to the people of
India, what we have committed to do, we will
stand by that commitment.

Shri Indrajit Gupta has said something
about the West Asia question. Our commit-
menttothe West Asia question is quite clear.
It has been there for years and if there is a
conference, we would certainly welcome the
conference. We are for the conference and
we have said so in the manifesto. We have
taken that commitment to the people and we
will stand by that.

About neighbours, | am sure, the details
will be given by my colleague, Shri Eduardo
Faleiro. Butwhat lwould like to say is that we
have not been quite successful in persuad-
ing Pakistan to improve relations with India.
Every time there is a change either in Paki-
stan or in India, there is a sense of euphoria
created, some new hopes are aroused. But
subsequently these hopes are dashed to the
ground. My own experience during the last
three months has been more or less the
same. | was told by the Prime Minister of
Pekistan that he would like to send a special
envoy here. In fact, he was so insistent that
| thought that something new was going to
happen, something very hopeful was going
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to emerge. | agreed. The special envoy
came. After talking to him, again he tried to
create an impression that this is a new situ-
ation and a new leaf is being turned between
the two countries. Since | was only at the
listening end, | was not in a position to
respond one way or the ather. He told me in
somany words, when | raised the question of
thelr helping, training and assisting the ter-
rorists. He told me in so many words that
“You will see a definite improvement on the
ground.” These were his words. So, | told
him, * | will wait for the improvement”. We
have been waiting. | am told that ‘improve-
ment' has beenonthe reverse, So, wheredo
we stand? What do we do? We stand exactly
where we stood always. We have to be
ready for any eventuality but at the same
time, we have to persist in our efforts to
improve relations to the extent we can. They
are raising Kashmir in more forums today
than they ever did before. That seems to be
the ‘improvement’. So what do we do? |
really do not understand, except to come to
the conclusion that we have to live with this.
| do not have any other conclusion to arrive
at. Still let us hope that in the big chai ges
that are coming all over the world where the
volition of one country or the motivation of
one country does not really mean anything,
where all countries are being forced into
certain position by circumstances, if this
would bring Pakistan to a position more
friandly to India, more neighbourly relations,
desiring better neighbourly relations with
India, then we would be happy. So far zs we
are concerned, we are very clearin our mind.
Our intention is to have the best of relations
with Pakistan and this intention will continue
and we will have to live with whatever uncer-
tainties we have with Pakistan, stiil hoping
that at some point oftime, relations will really
improve.

With Bangladesh, the Banglades For-
eign Minister came here recently. He called
on me and | had a long talk with him. | find
that there is some promise of further im-
provement in the relations. We are expect-
ing the Prime Minister of Bangladesh some-
time later and we would like to hope that
relations will really improve. We have some
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problems, some intractable problems with
Bangladesh like the Chakma question and
the latest is that some fuelling of terrorism
across the borderinthe North-Eastarea also
is taking place from Bangladesh. Of course,
as always, it has been denied. But we are
fairly clear that this is happening. We will
have to take up with Bangladesh this ques-
tion also. | do hope that overall, there will be

improvement.

There are again some compulsions
where the economic situation in both the
countries, the economic cooperationbetween
India and Bangladesh is too good an aspect
to be ignored. We have baen talking with
them on so many projects. Forthe last 10-11
years at least | know that we have been
continuing this dialogue. But, on the other
side, there has not been much movement,
much forward movement. But now with a
democratic Government on the other side,
we hope that there will be some forward
movement hereafter and we are waiting for
further efforts on both sides and responses
from both sides, responses of the right type.

About Nepal, | am told that, again, the
emergence of a democratic Government on
the other side in Nepal has had some effect,
some positive effect. We expect that the
arrangements in regard to some of the rivers
originating from Nepal, about which negotia-
tions have been bogged down forquite some
time, are showing some signs of forward
movement. | cannot give more details than
this. But | understand generally that there
has been some forward movement. Let us
hope this movement will continue.

Sti Lanka is going to hold the next
SAARC summit and we hope to improve
relations with Sri Lanka except that we have
the LTTE problem, the problem which has
been very much there in India, which has
spilled overto India. Then, we have the a'lied
problem of refugees from Sri Lanka whose
burden is becoming more and more diffizuit
to bear off our side. These questions need
to be sorted out.

So far as other relations are concerned,
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- | do not think there is anything to complain.
Specially, the areas of difference, areas of
different perception, maybe, will have to be
sorted out. These are some of the points |
wanted to mention in this short intervention.
What | would Iike to say, in general, is that
India's role in the Non-Aligned Movement
not only in redefining the contours of the
Movement inthe new context but also taking
a role, an important lead in getting those
contours properly Implemented, in both these
respects, India’s hold will continue and this
Govemment wants to continue the hold as
vigorously as we did it before. Within the
South Asian framework, the SAARC net-
work, SAARC programme we would like to
intensify the programme. | understand that
there has been a little forward movement, of
late, on the economic side also. As the
House is aware whenever we brought up
economic cooperation, cooperation in the
field of trade, commerce etc. in the SAARC,
there has been a persistent resistance par-
ticularly from Pakistan. Since the ground-
rule says that unless all the seven countries
agree nothing will go through, the economic
aspect of the SAARC cooperation has re-
mained, more or less in coldstorage. Now |
understand there are some negotiations
going on - with what result, we cannot pre-
dict. But at least there hasbeen a consentfor

carrying on negotiations. So, those negotia-

tions on the basis of which some kind of
economic cooperation among SAARC coun-
tries could be forged, those negotiations are
going on. And if they result in something
positive, then, | think, the ice will be broken
onavery important aspectof SAARC. People
have been saying, experts have been say-
ing: Why not have a common market for all
the SAARC countries. All these can materi-
alise in course of time only if the initial ice is
broken for which | find that there has been
favourable atmosphere of late. It may be
long haul, | do not know. But if this does
materialise, then, Ithink, the future of SAARC
is assured in the sense that not only in cther
matters like meteorology and other things
but on important matters of economic coop-
eration, there will be real progress. .
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This is all | wanted to say. We want a
little time. This Government has taken over
just about three months back. The moment
we took over, we came to Parliament. The
directions have been given, the commitment
has been reiterated in the Congress Mani-
festo. The commitment is nothing very differ-
ent from what the other parties also have
committed themselves to do. So, there is an
inbuilt consensus. What remains to be done
is totake concrete initiatives in each of these
areas. We are on the point of taking further
initiatives. We would certainly like some more
time to be given to this Govemment in order
to show results in taking those initiatives. |
hope, that the House will bear with this
Govemment on these matters. Mayba in the
nextsession ormay be inthe next Budget, by
the time we come back for the next year's
Budget, we will be able to show some more
initiatives actually taken, positively taken in
many of these matters in which we have a
clear commitment.

MR. SPEAKER: | have a long list of

" Members. | would like to know for how much

time the House is prepared to sit. Depending
on that decision, we can give the time to the
Members to speak.

SHRISAIFUDDIN CHOUDHURY: How
many names are there?
MR. SPEAKER: It is a long list.

(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI GULAM NABI AZAD): We
require minimum one hour.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: | think, let us continue
to sit for one more hour. And the other
Members will please bear in mind that the
time is limited and they will complete their
speeches in a short time without repeating
the points which are already made.

Now | call Shri Shahabuddin to speak.
(Interruptions)
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SHRI NIRMAL KANTI CHATTERJEE
(Dum Dum): You have not called any name
from the CPI (M) side.

MR. SPEAKER: After this.

SHRI SYED SHAHABUDDIN (Kishan-
ganj): Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is rather difficult to
speak on the emerging situation after the
intervention by the Prime Minister and also
after a brilliant scintillating speech by a for-
mer Foreign Minister under whom | had the
good fortune to serve, Shri Atal Behari
Vajpaysee.

Woe all speak of momentus changesthat
are rapidly changing the contours of the
world. The Prirne Minister finds it, for some
time, baffling. But, Sir, let us look a little
below the surface. We are indeed at the
threshold of a new era. And we do not know
what is going to happen, what is going to
come. | have a feeling that today we are
entering the era of ethnicities. Submerged
identities of people are surfacing and assert-
ing their rights to be recognised and to be
treated with dignity. They are breaking
through existing world of international rela-
tions and the existing pattern of nation-states
through a simultaneous process of fission
and fusion. Divided ethnicities are fusing
across borders and multi-ethnic formations
are subjected to fission, A new balance of
power is going to come into existence and
naw .alignments will take place both on a
global and on a regional basis, A new world
order is indeed emerging. We find the con-
tours heavy at the moment. The intema-
tional situation is in a flux. But, we have this
question before us. Is it going to lead to PAX
AMERICANA or is it going to PAX HU-
MANA? Is this new alignment to give rise to
new conventions and new covenants, new
chapters and new declarations, which would
lead us to a disarmed world, to a denuclear-
ised world and not to a disenfranchised
world? Are we moving towards a life in which
the differences - the economic differences
and disparities between peoples and re-
gions shall be wider than they are today?
Shall we assertthe sovereignty and equality
of man or shall we give sise to a new imperi-
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alism and new coionialism; a tumn of the
history; pattern of dominance being the state
of art? Shall we get the old wine in a new
bottle or shall we get a old bottle with a new *
label?

We, as a nation, must rejectthe concept
of unipolar world or a world which is reduced
growingly to a monolithic centre of power, to
a centralised global decision making and to
a world where control, administration and
management is located in a White House or
in a Kremlin. This apprehension is not illu-
sory; this apprehension is very real. Even
some wise men in the West are conscious of
this phase. | have a quotation here from
Professor Noam Chomsky of the MIT, who,
in an article, called “The weak shall inherit
nothing” says that looking towards the mil-
lennium, stands out the central message
from the White House: “We are masters and
you shine our shoes”. This is what an Ameri-
can Scholar has to say about the new world
order of Mr. George Bush. And we have also
a great British writer, Mr. Harold Pinter, a
dramatist. He had a new ten minute play on
the Broadway, called the New World Order
which revolves around three persons -one a
ragged, gogged and blindfolded and tied to -
a Chair and the other two in shirt and tie
looming over him and casually deciding his
fate. This was perhaps, the dramatist's
picture of the new world order. We have got
to strive as a nation and as a people to stop
it.

We are all conscious of the great
changes that have taken place in the Soviet
Union. lfor one, hailthe surge of democracy
and freedom. | consider t a momentous
event in the world's history; and that a revo-
lution has taken place without violence; that
change has taken place without bloodshed
and that transformation has taken place
without coarcion. | do not look upon it as the
end of socialistideology. | look uponitasthe
fulfillment of the original promise of the 1917

revolution, when Mr. Lenin promised free-
dom to the people of the East. | do not look
upon it as a fragmentation of the Soviet
Union, but the transformation of the union
into a union of ethnicities for cooperation on
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terms of equality and inter-dependence with-
out ainy element of exploltation, or coercien.
Just likethe Soviet Union, multi-ethnic States
arebreaking down everywhere. Sclenceand
technology know no frontiers, either ideo-
logical, political or geographical. The global
information systems are reaching outinto an
era whaere the entire concept of secrecy or
censor by Govemments has lost its mean-
ing. Global events now penetrate our homes
all over the world. Therefore, a revolutionary
concept is now coming in the plea of domes-
tic jurisdiction and is increasingly losing its
meaning.

There has to be a democratic control
overthe Government operations everywhere.
All peoples are asking for good governance.
There is of course the question of control
over natural resources. | regard all natural
resources of the world as the common heri-
tage of mankind. We have already accepted
this concept with regard to the sea and the
sea-bed and the space. | think a time is
coming when the entire earth which is the
habitat of the species called man, with all its
renewable and non-renewable resources
shall be equitably available to all the mem-
bers of this species, wherever disparsed
over land or sea or space. Thus shall man
become centretothe global concern, central
tothe global scheme of things and that is why
we have to respond to this new urge for
human rights, for group rights and if | borrow
a phrase from the West, for good govern-
ance. .

There are certain in-built constraints on
the emergence of the unipolar world. But we
have to work and endeavour in the direction
with determination and clarity. There is of
course the mathematical problem or the
geographical problem of an effective radius.
“think no power can direct ail the affairs of
*he world from one single centre, There is the
y,uestion of ethnic affinities which shall de-
termine the intensity of intercourse among
the neighbouring regions. There is the con-
cept of three tier world. You have an ethnic
State and you Have a regional system of
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security and cooperation and of course a
world order.

These changes are taking place slowly
before ourvery eyes. Maybe, we are notvery
consclous of them. But this will also callfora
certain change indiplomacy. The inter-State
system istoday giving place to areal interna-
tional system. We have been speaking of the
word ‘international’ for a long time. But |
make a distinction. So far we had an Inter-
State system; tomorrow we shall have a real
international system. There, nations which
are newly emerging shall discard the con-
ventional forms of cooperation or relation-
ship and ourold patterns of diplomacy willno
longer be adequate.

The existing structures, if they are not
responsive or paid attention to, will only
result in dinosaurs, which became extinct in
the process of evoiution. | would, however,
like to make one more point here. The basic
concept to a unipolar world is this. The
Marxian concept of class has not been able
to define and determine human behaviour In
its totality. The Freudian concept of sex has
not succeeded either. The Jungian concept
of power also did not succeed and | am
afraid, the American concept of market by
placing a false God in a new pantheon will
also not able to determine the entire devel-
opment of human interaction.

There has to be a quest for human
expression. The desire for power, for group
identity , for what we call national rights, has
to be tampered by a new humanism, by a
quest for justice. Therefore, | come to my
basic point that we are not against a new
world order; but we are for a just world order.

The world that | envisage for tomorrow
is going to be a three dimensional world, is
going to be multipolar world, is goingtobe a
multilateral world and a mufti-tiar world struc-
ture. They concede the beginming of a multi-
polarity, whether Americans-like & or not.
There are the economic groupings and re-
gional groupings. | am sure in the leng run,
Europe and Latin America will not stay to-
gether;they shaliform different polarity. There
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is China and Japan; there is South-East Asla
emerging into its own life; thera ls South Asia
making a naw beginning. There Is the Arab
world; thare is Black Africa and Latin Amar-
ica and each one of tham has got a certain
sthnic homogenaity. Thase are going to be
the bricks for the future structura of the
world. What wa have to look for is this. Wa
find a naw equilibrium and a new balance
between national formation and tha
formation. Thare should be a buiit-in linkage
between thase national and regional forma-
tions Into global formations so that we can
manage the affairs of mankind with a little
more wisdom and a littla more peace.

Tha UN has to be damocratised. Butwe
have to keep in view that tha distortion hes
been caused not only by tha Vato granted to
five powers only, but also by the theoretical
and lliusory concept of sovereign equality of
States. There has to be some equilibrium;
some relationship between the power equa-
tions outside the UN forum and the power
equations inside. Otherwise, if | may tell Mr.
Vajpayee, even if the General Assembly is
brought into the picture, k will not be difficult
for some big powers to buy the support, 10
purchase the support of the mini and micro
States, .

Therefore, we have to address our-
selves 1o the democratisation in a manner
that the UN does become a real instrument
for managing the affairs of mankind on the
basis of equallty and on tha basis of justice.
There, we come to the North-South dia-
logue. Mr. Speaker, Sir, my point is that our
diplomacy has been taking part inthe North-
South dialogue. But the North-South dia-
logue has to be intensified. It is related to the
terms of internationai trade of raw materials
and manufactures. It must be related 1o the
terms of transfer of technology and to the
terms of flow of capital. All these must come
in and these should become a metter of
globalconcarn, just as environmentor space
or the resources of space and the sea. For
this what is tha policy that we have to adopt?
What s the tool that we have 1o adopt? 1 think
the long-tested tool non-alignment can still
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serve us. Non-alignment has been wrongly
described as a policy. Non-aiignment, to my
mind, is an instrument of peace. It is not an’
and, it Is a means to an and. To be non-
aligned Is not an objective, it is only an
instrument to achieve certain national, re-
glonal and international goals.

Therefore, the context might be
changed; but the tool remains potent; it
remains relevant. Our objective is peace,
equality and human rights. To that extent,
non-alignment gave us es a nation and gave
many other nations, the independence of
judgment, the ability to judge issues on their
own merits. Therefore, non-alignmant as an
ideology of independence and dignity of
nations is as relevant today as it was yester-
day. What is the role that India is going to
play? | have a feeling that we have forfeited
ourrole. We seemto heve gone to sleep. We
cannot as a nation retreat into a self-spun
cocoon or into a barren glass house, We
cannot isolate ourselves from global trends
where momentous changes are taking place.
We have e duty and a responsibility to cata-
lyse human aspirations into action, to give a

- direction to the forces of change towards the

just world order that we talk about.

The seeds of tomorrow were sown
yesterdey and today now seeds are being
sown. The harvest will not waitforus, and the
harvest season shall pass by if wa do not

panticipate in sowing today.

. Indie has a great role to play. We are a
land of wisdom; we are microcosm for the
world, has a plural and diverse society. Our
experience has got a global relevance. We
have inherited of the great philosophy of
non-alignment from Pandit Jawaharial Nehru.
We have failed in that. Even in our own
neighbourhood, we have taked about our
failures and shortcomings in Burma, in Af-
ghanistan, in tha Gulf, in Kampuchea, in the
Indien ocean and in the Arab world. | do not
know whichto talk about. But | cannot go into
the detalls. As the Prime Minister has very
rightly sald, tomorrow awalts us. nothing
very much has been lost. Our objectiva must
be clear.
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Here | want to make a point for the blind
consideration of the Hon. Minister. The en- uncertain winds, and the heimto a
tire concept of South Asia must be changed hand ever rigid and cold as Death;
in the context of what is happening in the
Soviet Union and Central Asia. To my mind, Freedom from the insult of the
the Central Asian countries, which are now dwaelling
asserting themselves, mustfindarightplace in a puppet’s world, where move-
in South Asia. To that extent, our objective ments are
must be to redefine South Asia and then to started through brainless wires,
articulate the common interests and aspira- repeated
tions, redefine its relationship to the other through mindless habits; where,
regions, particularly in the neighbouring figures '
regions of Arab World, South-East Asia, wait with patient obedience for a
China and Japan. master of

| do not accuse the Foreign Office but |
have a feeling sometimes that the Foreign
Office has taken an overdose of sleeping
pills. Ithink, they should become a little more
active. :

Finally, our credibility, as a power which
does not stand for a status quo, as a force for
change, as a globe trend-setter, will depend
not only on our economic strength but as
some people have pointed out, it will depend
much more on our credentials as a democ-
racy, as a secular order, as a welfare State
and as a just society. In a recent report on
human development, the United Nations
Development Programme has ranked India
- | am sorry to say - 123rd in the list of 160
States and 94th in the list of 127 developing
States. With this performance, our voice
cannot have much international force.

I would like Indiato play the role that we
had visualised at the dawn of our freedom
that we are for freedom and justice every-
where. | shall give a quotation from a great
poem by Rabindranath Tagore where he
wanted for the world and forthe motherland:

*Freedom from fear...
Freedom from the burden of

ages...
Freedom from shackles of slum-

ber...
Freedom from the anarchy of a

show to be stirred into a moment's
mimicry of life.”

Wae refuse to be puppets. We shall take
the destiny of our region in our hands and we
shall try to make our contribution for the
freedom and dignity of man. That should be
the message of our foreign policy.

SHRI SUDARSAN RAJYCHAUDHURI
(Serampore): Sir, significant and momen-
tous changes have taken place in the inter-
national situation during the course of a brief
period.

This is the period when we have seen
how the mighty Unity States of America and
its multinational allied forces under the pre- -
text of defending peace went far beyond the
UN mandate and committed a virtual geno-
cide in Irag. True that Irag’s action in Kuwait
was indefensible but the way the US waged
war against Iraq, even its civilian population,
the way it acted as an intemational police-
man, self-appointed and self-proclaimed,
violated all norms of civilised international
behaviour.

This is the period when we have seen
how the UN body has been plundered away
by the United States, how the UN has be-
come silent spectator of the imperialist mis-
deeds. And this is the period when we find
collapse of the USSR - the disintegration of
the Soviet Socialist Union and in its place
rise of several-new States which are bent
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upon, at least for the time being, to bring
back capitalism.

Sir, the recent event of the Saviet Union
have been discussed by my esteemed col-
leagues here. The media is full of news and
views on the developments there. And it is
being said that socialism has failed there
since it is now democratic. It is also said that
since the world has become unipolar, our
policy of Non-Alignment has become some-
whatirrelevant. Sir, it is being suggestedthat
time is now for reorientation of our foreign
policy and to adopt a realistic ideclogical
neutral policy.

Sir, whether one agrees with these
observations or not, we cannot deny a cen-
traltactthat USSRis notthere. There are the
independent Baltic States, there are Russia,
Georzia, Azarbaijan and other republics
whose future is unpredictable. Will it be a
loose federation or just a confederation or a
mere economic union? We do not know
aboutthis. Things there are in astate of flux.
But these changes in the Soviet would have
tremendous impact on our own country and
on the Third World and that is our foremost
concern. We should discuss this point.

Sir, when we attained independencs,
imperialism wanted to continue its exploita-
tion by keeping our county asource of cheap
raw material and a market for their industrial
goods. At that time, there was none to offer
us help and assistance which we badly re-
quired for our economic reconstruction and
for our industrialisation. At this time, the
Soviet Union can forward to help us. Sir, it is
not that we alone received the Soviet sup-
port. Every Third World nation threatened by
the menace of neo-colonialism got Soviet
aid and assistance. Sir, while one is free to
criticise socialism and socialistic system, itis
amatter of one's own choice. Butone cannot
deny the basic fact that the Non-Aligned
Movement had become so powerful and so
much fast throughout the world because it

- had the support of the socialist Soviet. And
today, the Non-Aligned Movement has be-
come marginalised because socialist Soviet
Union is not there to lend its earlier support.
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What manner of men are we if we gloat over
the disintegration of that socialist Soviet”
Union? Sir, we know that Indo-Soviet Treaty
is still there. But do we expect to receive the
same assistance from the present rulers of
Russia?

The new Russia is a stranger to us. And
I do not know whether our External Affairs
Ministry and our Government is considering
all these aspects in the appropriate manner
ornot. The developments in the Soviet Union
would not only adversely affect our eco-
nomic programme but would also affect our
strategic defence needs. The crucial bal-
ance of power in this enfire region would tilt
against us. We should not, for a moment,
forget that there is stillone UN Resolution for
plebiscite in Kashmir. In the absence of a
friendly USSR and in view of the changed
character of the UN, who would be there in
the Security Council to protect our interest?

What about Afghanistan? It is the only
buffer secular State between us, Pakistan,
the West Asian Islamic States and the Cen-
tral Asian Republics of the erstwhile USSR.
Now that the Central Asian Republics show-
ing clear signs of propelling towards Islamic
fundamentalism, importance of keeping
Afghanistan secular is paramount. But the
US is supporting ail the dark forces of abse-
curantism andfundamentalism. Would secu-
larism in Afghanistan survive?

Then, the balkanisation of the Soviet
comes. Would it not be embolden seces-
sionism and separatism in our own country,
i.e., in Punjab, Kashmir and Assam? We
may rejoice over disintegration of the Soviet
Union. But we ourselves live in a short of
glass house. We should not forget that. The
Hon. Minister appears to be impressed over
the US stand on J&K. Our Government may
think that afterthe end of the cold war, the US
has acquired a human face. it would not
support Pakistan's intransigence.

But what is our experience? What isthe
experience of the Third World countriea?
The experiences is that the US in the name .
of estabiishing a new international order, is
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in fact pursuing a policy of hegemonism. it
seoks to rule over the antire worid. And when
its own interests are involved, it does not
respect anything. Is is not a fact that during
the 80s, it was the United States that pam-
pered Saddam Hussain against Iran. He
was heavily militarised. Then Saddam
Hussein was a darling, But when the same
Saddam tried to assert himself, when he
tried to assert Iraq's right overoil, be became
adevil. And what have we seen in iraq. 6000
Iraq soldiers have been literally buried by the
advancing US Army. Civilians, old and in-
form, women and children were not spared.
The sanctions against iraq are still there.
The entire population would be facing star-
vation.

What was the case of Noreiga in Pan-
ama. He toowas afriendtothe US, Butwhen
he became audacious enough to challenge
the US interests in Panama, Canal, the US
suddenly discovered vice In him. The US
army invaded Panama. It is really funny to
see the same US condemning iraq’s inva-
sion on Kuwait. It is like the pot caliing the
kettle black.

it is true that the United States has
recently shown ashift inits perception onthe
Kashmir issue. But to consider it a perma-
nent, lasting and real shift in attitude may
land us in trouble. Unfortunately, it appears
that we have become mesmerised by
thoughts of cozy relation with the United
States.

MR. SPEAKER: Please conclude.

SHRI NIRMAL KANT! CHATTERJEE:
Among the parties, our views are not exactly
identical with other views expressed. you
must give us an opportunity 1o express our
views. This is the only forum where we can
do 50 and today is the last day. Please allow
him.

SHRISUDARSANRAY CHOWDHARY:
{ will take three or four minutes and con-
clude. Sir, we have heard about the Harger
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Proposal who brought an amendment last
yearreganding favoured nations' status. Then
we have also heard about Den Burtem who
brought about a Bill esking for human rights
inspection In Punjab and Kashmirand other-
wise for suspending all aid to India. Amer-
ica’sambassador in Pakistan, Robert Oakiey
states thatKashmiris a disputedterritory. He
raked upthe question of Plebiscite. We know
all this. When we go through all these as-
pects, we would come 10 know that there is
a sinister schizophrenia in America's per-
ception on the Jammu and Kashmir issue.

Sir, this process has started from the
days of Chandrashekhar Government when
we allowed the US warplanes to have refu-
elling facilities in our country. Rajivjii de-
nounced that very rightly. it was an outright
surrender. ltwas a deathblow to our poiicy of
non-alignment which is and must be basi-
cally anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist.

But Rajivjii is no more. Were he alive
today, we would have known his reaction to
the recent move of the Government uptill
now a covert move to forge a so called
cooperation plan between indian and the US
Defence Forces. It is reported that we are
going to have one Indian-US joint army
executive council. Even the possibliity of a
joint naval exercise is there. Are we going to
be just another NATO nation? Nobody is
opposed to friendship with the US people.
But to forge friendship is one thing and to
bend or even crawl In the name of forging
friendship is different.

Unfortunately, it seems our Government
is behaving in that fashion. In the name of
warming up relations with the United States,
whether in matters of economic policy or in
matters of foreign policy, this trend is very
much apparent. intfact our foreign policy has
become just a tool of our economic policy. A
cartoon in yesterday’s Times of India has
noted this. k is asked there if we have any
other foreign policy besides inviting foreign
capital. We have been restructuringour entire
gamut of domestic as well as the foreign
policy towards that objective - to invite for-
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eign capital to invite tha multi-national com-
panies.

Wa have seen how Pepsi is openly
challenging our Governmant by flouting all
contracts and obligations. Tha Government
is haipless. And new Multi-national compa-

nies would also coma. What would we do if

they also behave tha same way?

Our economic sovaraignty Is in peril
today. Tomorrow our political sovereignty

would be andangared if wa do not seriously
pondar over the situation.

Pepsi's role in overthrowing the Allende
Govammant in Chile is known to us. We also
know how the Anglo-lranian Oil Company
eliminated Mossadagh Government in lran
in the 508 with the help of the CIA.

18.00 hrs.

We know what role did the United Fruit
Company played in Guatemela to remove
Arbenz Government. We should be cau-
tious. But, Mr. Spaaker, Sir, the caution is
unfortunately not there.

The United States has been pressuris-
~ ing us on all the fronts - On the one hand to
sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty and on the
other hand to bend our patent Act, the Intal-
lectual Property Right Act.

Are we going to capitulate? The factthat
socialism in Soviet Union has suffered a
great set back may have boosted the pro-
U.S. lobby in our country. They are in a state
of euphoria. They are advocating totalchange
in our Foreign Policy. The disaster in Soviet
Union does not mean that capitalism is the
saviour of mankind. Neither capitalism can
usher in a liberai, a democratic society. It
only means that building socialism is not an
easy programme. It would face fair weather
and foul, trial and error. Socialism is a self-
critical system and it cannot afford to be anti-
democratic. it needs reform whenever nec-
essary.

But can we support whatever is hap-
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pening in the Soviet in the name of reform?
They are taking of pluralist democracy. But
they have bannedthe communistparty. They
are taking of freedom of expression and
open-mindednass. But they have banned
the Communist media. They are talking of
modemity and progress. But they have torn
tha red flag to bring back eagle-crested
banner of the Czarist regime. They are tak-
ing of people's participation everywhere and
we found that the President Gorbachav and
Yoltsin hava signed an agreement saying
that if anyone of them lives, the other will take
ovar. What kind of people's participation is
there and what type of democracy is this that
we have to welcome and emulete?

Sir, the events of Soviet Union do not
indicate thatdeys of socialism are over; days
of fighting against imperialism are over. So
long poverty and hunger remain, so long
exploitation of man by man remains, so long
nations suffer under the yoke of colonlal and
nec-colonlalsubjugation, the spirit of social-
ism would never die.

Neitherthe spiritof Non-alignmant wouid
die nor the spirit of fighting against imperial-
ism, racism, neo-colonialisation would die.
Nobody should think that debacia in the
Soviet Union has made our planet more
habitable. Nobody should think that the end
of cold war, the rise of uni-polarism would
allow us in tha third world rest and perhaps
peacs. Even after the signing of the START,
nuclear weapons are there which can kill the
entire humanity.

Tha changes that took place in the inter-
national situetion do not augur well for us.
There are omnicus porents. We heard that
Soviet forces would leave Cuba but have we
heard that the U.S. would dismantie its naval
base in Guatamale in the Cuban territory?
No.

Wea saw how Iraq has been punished; is
being punished but have we heard that isras!
has been forced 1o leave its occupied territo-
ries? No. The prospact of West Asian Peace
Conference does not seem right.
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Sir, new alignments are coming up. A
new Europe, a mightier Europe would come
up in 1992. New alignments of the advanced
nations, developed nations would come up.
Cold war is, as if going to be replaced by
trade war. What shall we doin such a world.?

Time is now not to bend our policy of
Non-Alignment. We shoulid forge further al-
liance with the third world nations, with the
developing world. Demand should be raised
to restructure and revitalise the U.N.

¥ we in the 3rd world are united, if
countries like ours, China, the developing
nation ot Asia, Africa, Latin America become
unied no power inthe earth would be able to
subjugate us. But are we going to do that?
Or, asthe Times of India Cartoon suggested
we shall have no otherforeign policy besides
inviting foreign capitals.

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Barasat): Sir, |
shall be brief and shall not touch the points
which have already been referred to by the
earlier speakers. Sir, there have been global
changes and some changes are of momen-
tous character also. Sir, the most momen-
tous of the changes has beenthe events, the
turmoil, in Soviet Union. | do not like to
discuss in great detail about it. But today the
Soviet Union ceases to be that Soviet Union
which was the harvest of the great October
socialist revolution. | have no hesitation in
saying that the economic policies in the
name of reforms in Soviet Union is nothing
but a tread in the path of restoration of
capitalism. In the name of so called reforms
in political system, | think it is the CPSU
which has been ideologically disarmed and
it has been deprived of its legitimate role to
play in the life of the Soviet Union and in the
Communist Movement of the world.

Anyway, there might be somebody in
the world and in this country also who may
feel happy over this deveiopment in the
Soviet Union. They may have an idea that
this socialism has been dead all over the
world. | would only like to remind them that
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socialism is immortal, socialism cannot die.
There might have been certain temporary
set-backs and the socialism will come to its

own glory and place.

Even today, China has not changed its
policy, although they have taken to the path
of reforms. Cuba has not changed its basic
policy although they have also accepted the
policy of reforms. The reforms must be there
in socialist society, in its economio policies

.and also in its political system. But that

should be within the parameters of the so-
cialism and not away from the socialist basis.

Coming to other points | would like to
draw the attention of the Hon. Minister that
he has been unnecessarily a little soft to-
wards the policy of the United States in the
matter of retaining their global interest or in
the matter of maintaining their global sway.

We welcome the START Agreement.
This is a significant and a positive step in the
direction of the cherished goal for full disar-
mament. But the United States has not
abandoned its global strategy to dominate
the whole world militarily and economically
also. These things can be proved by two
facts which have taken place very recently.
One is the decision of the NATO to de-group
their forces after the so called retreat of
socialism in Europe and Soviet Union and
also after the dissolution of the WARSAW
Pact countries. There, they are trying to re-
group themselves for their own ulterior pur-
pose, particularly to maintain the military and
economic supaeriority in the world.

The second thing isthe decisionto store
alarge quantity of equipment for deployment
in Israel or the Middle-East in order to use
them, if there is any regional conflict in the
near future.

Finally, the United States of America
has not abandoned the SDI Project. They
have revived the SDI Project. Therefore, all
these things show that the United States of
America have not changed basically its
character or are willing to go on their own -
way to establish their global domination or
hegemony over the world.
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The Hon. Minister has not also been
careful to refér about the significance of the
London, Mesting of the G-7 which was held
last month. The G-7 Economic Declaration,
if the Hon. Minister had examined it, would
have found that this Economic Declaration
has called for signing of the Uruguay Round
of Agreement by the end of this year. Per-
haps, the Agreement denies the Third World
countries the equitable terms of trade and
equal relation. India and the Third World
countries are putting up stiff resistance tothe
efforts of the G-7 countries.

In this connection, | would only like to
draw the attention of the Hon. Minister 1o a
public statement made by the Ambassador
of the United States of America in New York
that India should revise its thinking about the
intellectual property right and also India’s
refusal to sign the Paris Convention on the
Patent System.

Sir, | think the Hon. Minister will take
note of it and take appropriate steps to see
that the Government of India does not reca-
pitulate to the pressure which is being
mounted on them.

Sir, lastly, 1 come to the question of non-
alignment. One of the basic ingredients of
non-alignment is the perception of anti-im-
perialism. If this non-alignment is merely a
non-alignment divorce of the basic concept
of anti-imperialism, anti-neo-coloniaiism,
non-alignment ceases to be non-alignment,
non-alignment becomes weak and that is
the policy which ourGovernment has adopted
or we accepted. Therefore, today the main
confrontation is between the new economic
order versus the new military order as Presi-
dent Bush's concept. The Third Worid coun-
tries require a new international economic
order, whereas Mr. Bush andthose G-7 want
anew world order which means to dominate
economically and militarily over the world.
The Government of india should take proper
steps to formulate its policy, so that they can
strengthen the forces of the world which are
fighting in the new intemationai economic
order.
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The relations between India and China
aretobefurtherstrengthened. Unfortunately -
some news has appeared and its genesisis °
from a the Chief Minister of a State and
although it has been denied by the Chinese
Govemment... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Unfortunately, what is
not mentioned, and what is not meant, need
not be referred on the fioor of the House.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: He has made a
statement.

MR. SPEAKER: ltis avery careful state-
ment. You read it.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Before making
this kind of a statement, the Government of
India, particularly the External Affairs Minis-
try should be a iittie more careful.

MR. SPEAKER: No, no;

SHRICHTTA BASU: Weshould notsay
anything which sours the relations between
a great country like China and India. The
relations with China are to be improved and -
we are working very seriously for it.

I think Cuba is in distress, is in difficulty
and the Government of India should think as
to how the Government can extend some
kind of help to Cuba to maintain its status, to
maintain its soiidarily, to maintain its pro-
gramme.

SHRI E. AHAMED (Manjeri): With the
paucity of time | do not want to take much of
the valuable time of this august House. |
want to refer to one or two points, that is all.

It is really a matter of great satisfaction
that the Hon. Prime Minister has mentioned
inthe House that within a short span of three
months his Government has taken many
initiatives in the affairs of the country’s inter-
national affairs. But at the same time, | also
may mention here some of the remarks by
my honourable friends, with regard to the
Gulf War and also the policy pursued by the

., ourGovernment atthat point oftime and lam
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of the opinion that India as a leader of the
Non-alignmant movemant should have
played a constructiva role at the tima of the
Gulf War. But unfortunately what has hap-
pened was very much regrettable. A country
of the magnituda of india and also as the
ieading light of the non-alignment move-
ment, should have taken an active part and
tha tradition of our foreign policy has been to
intervene politically and energetically in any
internationalcrisis particularly when itthreat-
ens to war. India could have played a mean-
ingful role in defusing the Gulf crisis. But
what happened was quite contrary. And my
hon. friend Shri Shahabuddin hes also
mentioned about the Foreign Affeirs Minis-
try. According to him they have taken over-
dose of sleeping pills. What | meanto say is
that the Ministry as such Is alert on all the
matters concerned but it is the political ex-
ecutive, who have to make them to workin a
proper way. What was the role of the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister at that time? When 12
millions of Indian national in the Gulf coun-
tries have been facing the serious problems
created by Iraq's Invasion of Kuwait, our
External Affairs Minister had gone and shook
hands with Mr. Saddam Hussein, and de-
scribed him as the best friend of india. This
action gave awrong signal to Arabcountries,
especially to the countries of Arab Councll,
Saudi Arabia, U.A.E., Oman, Qatar and
Bahrain leave alone Kuwait. They were on

the verge of throwing out of three countries

due to this action of the the Extarnal Affairs
Minister. Why did the then Government taka
a decision of closing our embassy in Kuwait
in deference to the wishes of Saddam
Hussein?

Was it a right policy? How many Indian
nationals have suffered due 1o this reckless
decision taken by the then Government?
Therefore, when the political executive, who
have been acting in a wrong way, the burden
cannot be put on the officers. -

| am happy 10 know that india has been
taking necessary sieps 10 realise adequate

‘compensation from the Unkted Nations for
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those who fled away from Kuwait. In this
respect, lwould say thatthere were 1,72,000
indian nationals in Kuwait and 10,000 Indian
nationals in lrag. Out of which, even accord-
ing to the official estimate, 1,52,000 people
have been repatriated. It is reported that the
United Nations Is intending to fix the quan-
tum of compensation at 2,500 dollars as a
maximum lmit. india is a member of this
Compensation Commission by virtue of its
membership inthe Security Council. As such,
india can influence the decision of the
Compensation Commission. Therefore, india
should not only settle smaller claims but also
they should settle the claims of those who
have suffered personal injury and also those
who have left their life’s earnings left behind
Kuwait. | urge upon the Minister of State in
the Ministry of External Affairs to. prevall
upon the U.N. Agency in fixing a maximum
compensation after taking into account of
the loss, damage end injurythulourlndlm
natbmh have suffered.

OurPaty.MmUnbnMualim League,
is fully committed to support tha Govemn-
ment of india in their policy towards Paki-
stan. We want normalisation with all the
neighbouring countries, particularly with
Pakistan. if the Pakistan Government can-
not understand the real wishes of this coun-
try and the peopie of this country, they will be
doing a disservice to the people of Pakistan.

Also | urge upon the Govemment to

accord recognition as early as possibly tothe
Asian Republics in tha Soviet Union.

[ Transiation]

SHRIBHOGENDRA JHA (Madhubani):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have a little time left at
our disposal and the hon.Members are
getting impetient. Iwould take up only those
points which have been left out. The News-
papers, Doordarshan and Akashvan! have
created such an atmosphere that has led the
socialism 10 deciine and itis on the brink of
collapse. The separate entity of the Soclalist
worid has crumbled down. The on going

wrong propaganda has affected our foreign
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policy and is also affecting our economic
poiicy.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, socialism is the best
form of democracy and tha mora it is social-
istic, the stronger it would be. R is true that it
will not teke its root easily and it also created

complications, but the people ke us have -

known its importance since childhood for
that tha sociaiism has been made the base
our Constitution. The democratisation will
make socialism stronger. Tha old conceptof
“Vasudhaive Kutambakam'will also become
stronger. With the hope that drawbacks
experienced in democracy will be removed,
we should march ahead.

Mr. Speaker, Sirthe danders of coldwar
as well as the world war no more exist now

Union possess so much arms and atomic
weapons that can raze the entire world to
ashes. The Hon. Prime Minister has recently
said that hete is now only one super power
having strategic supermacy in the worid.
This is wrong notion. Even the Americans
admit that the soviet union is in no way less
powerful to them not with standing financial
crisis and recent political upheaval in Soviet
Union. We are to continue our efforts for
such treaties to be signed that could avoid
the danger of war, establish peace and
destroy the Inter-Continental Balislic Mis-
siles and other arms. We wiil have look back
to history to find outthe reasons forthe
present Changes. There was a time when
there prevailed the imperealism of Britain
and France. At that time America was
insignificant. Mussoldni always tried to meet
Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, who was leader
of the masses even when india was under
the subjugation of Britishers. When Musso-
lini sought permission to see, Pandit Nehru
he requested to mest him and said that he
would not meet a person whose hands are
red with the blood of Abyssanians. Thereaf-
ter, he want to Spain and gave a red salute
1o the then losing forces. Dr. Kotnis and Dr.
Atal led a team to China.

Mr. Speaker, Sitl heard the sentiments
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expressed by thekon. Members. There is a
needtosesk cagpesstion of about 125 coun-
tries of the Thind Worid and also the devel-
oped countsies. Hshink a wery little attention
is being paid in this disechion. In the present
alithe more essential. iwould iketo empha-
size that the changes that have taken place
in China and recently in Russia have made
R imperative 10 bring back the period of
‘Hindi-Chinibhaibhai'forestablishing peace,
cooperation and for the welfare of tha Asia
and the entire world. | would like 1o say later
onthe circumstances prevalling inthe neigh-
bouring country.

The hon. Prime Minister has made a
reference 10 Nepal. | would like to submit
that the Government is since committed to
this cause though atthe moment the prob-
lem seems to be in atangle. Nepal is not like
the other neighbouring countries. That is our
brother country. Nature, culture , blood and
language have forged this ralation. There-
fore, a political dialogue should be held. We
do not have any abjection if taks are held at
official level but political dialogue should be
initiated for broad views and for keeping the
future in mind. Our policy in respect pf Nepal
should not be that ot tit-for-tat but inptead
we should adopt a liberal attitude. it should
be just likethatof afriendly Nation's attitude
towards a smaller country. We should give a
good treatment to Nepal without caring for
our self-respect being hurt. This will be in
the interest of both India and Nepal.

Shri Indrajit Gupta has recently said
that many multipurpose schemes are pend-
ing. Ithink the main reasons behind that are
misunderstanding, misconception andwrong .
views. | do not say that Nepal never com-
mits mistake but we can improva the rela-
tions that is in our own hands.

Some friends have raised some points
about Arab countries. We will have to see
thatthe wave of democracy surges inthese
countries. We will have to remain friendly
with all these countries. Saddam had com-
mitted a mistake but at that time Iraq had
become the voice of the entire Arab world,
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That was not the voice of Saddam only. We
had adopted a right stand at that time.
Before clearing our stand we should read
the situation. The entire Arab World is ex-
tending afrlendly handto us andthatls very
necessary for the progress of the country.
America has a hawk's eye on the oil re-
serves. We are glad that Shri Vajpayee has
put the threat of America in the right per-
spectiva. Keeping the future In mind we
should strengthen bondsof Indo-Arabfriend-
ship, Indo-China friendship and with other
neighbouring countries and should march
ahead.

TheHon. Prime Minister spoke atlength
about Pakistan and Ithink there is no need
to say anything more. Atthe end I would like
to say one thing. Comrade Indrajit Gupta
rightly said the Doordarshan and Newspa-
pers are free and are not presenting the
correct picture particularly about socialist
world and that has lead to disappointment,
among the people. It is feared weather we
can live in this world with our heads high.
Such kind of publicity is adversely affecting
the country and | would like that the media
should propagate our traditions of self-re-
spectand glorious heritage so thatwe could
go ahead alongwith the progressive people
of the world in achieving the targets secu-
larism socialism and non-alignedment. We
have to show to the entire world that the
merry making by Americais temporary and
not a long lasting one.

We will enter an era of peace and our
foreign policy should strengthen our Home
policy as well as the relations with our neigh-
bourers.

Iwould conclude after giving a sugges-
tion about Pakistan. | think we are slow in
improving our relations onfinancial matters.
| do not want to go into the political matters
but sofar asfinancial matters are concerned,
Pakistanisimporting many items from abroad
which India can export to Pakistan. We need
to be more liberal in this matter so that the
people of Pakistan should appreciate our
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[English)

SHRIPRITHVIRAJ D. CHAVA (Karad):
Mr. Speaker, Sir the recent momentous
political events in the world have marked the
end of the bipolar world based on military
superiority as it existed since the World War

We have saen tha end of the cold war,
increased cooperation batween superpow-
ars, progress in disarmament and all these
have given us a new hope of a lasting world
peace. .

The situation Is still highly complex.
Most third world countries are unsure about
facing the ensuing ‘unipolar’ world, com-
pletely dominated by the West.

The succass of market economy and
the apparent failure of centrally planned
approach to development—combined with
the collapse of trade barriers and the
emergence of various regional common
markets—have created new power blocs,
which are based on economic concepts
rather than military and security considera-
tions.

* Friends, the Opposition Members have
raised questions about our loss of prestige
and loss. of our pre-eminence among the
third would and why India’s voice is not
being heard in the international fora.

Sir, | disagree with the analysis pre-
sented by them. There s a difference be-
tween the world of fifties and the world of
today.

India's large population, large armed
forces, the existence of power blocs based
on security and military considerations and
the factthatthe Western powers were keen
on keeping India democratic and not let it
become a Communist power, were the
reasons why India counted in the world
affairs. But today the reality is different.
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The recent political happenings in the
Soviet Union and East Europe have per-

. haps no parallel in the recorded political
history of the world. We are happy that the
democratic values which we hold dear have
been vindicated.

A lot has been said about the India
response tothose fateful events lastAugust.
Our official statement that the coup we an
internal affair of the Soviet Union was the
absolutely correctresponse. Any other state-
ment supporting one orthe other side would
have amounted to an interference in the
internal affairs of a friendly nation.

Sir, there is an important principle in-
volved here. if we start commenting on the
internal affairs of other countries, about
personalities, about our preference for a
particular leader, then we would have to
concede a similar right to other nations to
talk about ourinternal affairs. And who can
stop them from asking us about human
rights or democracy in Punjab, Kashmir and
Assam? Sir, whatever form of Government
may ultimately emerge in Soviet Union, it
would be proper time for us to convey our
deep sense.of gratitude for the unflinching
support extended by the Soviet Union to this
nation—in the intemational fora, on the
economic matters, in fight for equitable
economic world order and against exploita-
" tion and colonialisation.

The Soviet situation is still fluid. India
will have to develop bilateral relations with
each of the Sc_iet Republics whichbecome
indepandent. | am happy that the process
has started. The whole situation must be
reviewed when the Union Treaty is ac-

cepted.

There is also the question of continuity
of defence supplies and spares. The prob-
lem of rupee trade and the more realistic
rouble-rupee exchange rate is, to be re-
solved.

Sir, closer to home, the whole country
is deeply disturbed about our relations with
Pakistan and their open support for the
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terrorists in Punjab and kashmir. The current
aggressive posture of Pakistan is a direct
result of the growth of Hindu fundamental-
ismin India. It is a direct result of the gains
made by the communal forces in the 1989
and the 1991 elections. And also due to
decisions by the National Front Govem-
ment, at the behest of their allies, to dis-
mantle the democratic functioning in Ka-
shmir. Pakistan is now expioitingthe internal
situatidn in India. The attempts by Pakistan
Govemnment to internationalise the Kashmir
issue must be strongly deplored. The Minis-
ter of External Affairs was successful in
stopping Pakistan’s attempts to raise Ka-
shmir issue in NAM Foreign Ministers Con-
ference in Accara.

The Govemment must take some

strong action. To begin with we must launch

an 'Information counter-offensive’ by mak-
ing films, TV programmes, arranging visits
by foreign journalists and by publishing
evidence of Pakistani actions in aiding and
abating terrorist violence in Kashmir and
Punjab and blatent interference in our inter-
nal affairs.

Restoration of democratio process in
Kashmirwill be an important step. We would
like to know what is Pakistan's position of
SAARC convention on terrorism which was
arrived atthe Male—Conference of SAARC
Council of Ministers.

Sir, No discussion of international situ-
ation can be complete without a reference to
the NAM. Thirty years ago NAM set itself an
agenda of peaceful co-existence and of
struggle against colonialisation and racism.
Today we can say, without the slightest
reservations, that the Movement has fully
succeeded in its initial agenda. And if the
world appears more safe, due credit has to
be givento the important role by NAM and
to the India leadership of the Movement.
Today there are attempts to redefine the role
of NAM. In the recent Foreign Ministers’
conference at Accara the some countries
wanted to rename it and to merge it with G-
77. G-77 is an economic grouping while
NAM is political. It was good that no one
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accepted i India must see that NAM is not

marginalised. it must be reinvigorated on
the basis of six point Beigrade Plan, which
includes:

(a) equitable sconomic order

()  restructuring of UN.

(s) peace and disarmamant

(d)  human rights, and

()  envionmantally safe development

Tha Movement will havato be given an
economic orientetion. The naw issues be-
fore the movement must be:

(a)  solution to crippling debt burdan
(b) | Trade related issues

(c) remunerating eorrlumodity prices
(d) drug related terrorism

(e)  Transfer of technology to the third
world and

() stable monetary condition

We are happy that india is forming G-
15. In the forthcoming Carracus meeting,
We must have concrete proposals report of
the South-South Commission and our re-
sponse to G-7.

In conclusion, it would be worthwhile
remembaring that it was Pandit Jawaharial
Nehru who said that : "the ultimate testof a
country’s independence was the independ-
ence of its foreign policy".

_ Today our independence to shape our
own policy will fast erode, i we do not
overcome our economic problems. The
recent economic reforms, policy of liberali-
sation and the political will to enforce finan-
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cial discipline, will be very important. The
world may have become militarily Unipolar,
but in the context of new economic power
b:a.mmmmmw

The battle for world domination tomor-
row will be fought not with tanks, fighter
aircrafts and carriers and missiles, but with
economic weapons such as trade barriers,
export quotas, commodity pricing, exchange
rates, balance of payments intellectual prop-
erty Rights, brain drain and flow of modern
technology. Sir,only an economically strong
and politically united Indiawill be abletoplay
@ s'gnificant role in world affairs. .

[ Transiation)

*SHRI M.V.V.S. MURTHY
(Visakhapatnam): Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the
out set | express my gratitude to you for
providing me time to speak on international
situation.

The recent developments both struc-
tural and political in Soviet Union provide us
en opportunity to improve our relations with
that country. We should work for the close
Indo-Soviet relations in the days ahead.

Sir, Indian efforts to establish a close
relationship in trade, technology and other
fields with United States of America are
yielding good results. The changed situ-
ation -~ around the globe call for further
strengthening of there relations with that
country. .

The scenario in Europe has undergone
asea-change. The real politic has replaced
the ideclogy based poiitics. They departed
from the past thinking. The unification of
Germany has taken place. The will of the
German people for an united State has thus
materialised. Europe Parliament has
emerged. The common market is gaining
momentum. Europe is fast emerging as an
important political and economic force on
the world scene. We , in India should take
note of the changed scenario in Europe and

*Translation of the speech originally delivered in Telugu.



will contributa 1o world mltlugo.ln
1991, our President, Shri R. Venkatraman
and the then Foreign Minister, Shri LK.
Gujral visited several European countries.

(English

HON. SPEAKER: ploase come neaver
- the mike. You are not audible.

[ Transiation]

*SHRIM.V.V.S. MURTHY: Because of
their discussions with various Heads of State
and other leaders, there is every possibility
to increase our exports to those nations.
European Common Market, which is going
to be formed in 1982 would provide an
opportunity to boost our trade with those
countries. We should try our best to utilize
this golden opportunity by exporting more
to Evropean nations. Thus we can improve
our dwindling foreign exchange reserves
and improve our economy.

The situation is East European coun-
tries has also changed a lot. The waves of
democracy are sweeping the entries east-
em Europe. Keeping this is view, we haveto
reshape our East European policy so asto
better our relations both political and eco-
nomic with these countries.

We should endeavour to improve our
relationship both political and economic
withalithe nations inthe world. Thechanged
international scenario calls for such a close
cooperation with all the nations. India had
been a staunch supporter of a separate
home-land for palestinians. Only an inde-
pandent palastine can guarantee the du-
rable peace in West. Asia. India had been
supporting the just demands of palestinian
people. In 1990, Shri LK. Gujral, the then
Foreign Minister, while participating in NAM
Conference, advocated the rights of pales-
tinians for a home-land of their own. He
made the policy of the Gowt. of India clear in
that meeting. He said that the arb terrorists
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should vacate the occupied areas and the
land be restored to palestians. He said that
this was the only way for an enduring peace’
in the region. | feel that this policy is on
correct lines.

The release of Nelson Mandela by the
South African Government broughtimmense
pleasure tothe people of india. india always
supported the policies of African National
Congress. Africans derive their strength from
the support extended by India intheir struggle
against racial descrimination. Indian policy
has been contributing to the peaceful co-
existance and cooperation among various
races in that continent. it is a source of
strangth in their fight against injustice.

Sir, | will not take more time. Sir, eco-
nomic independence is a must if we want to
persue an independent foreign policy. Even
Non-alignment Policy will notbe effective if
the NAM countries are not independent

“economically. The voice o NAM countries

willnot be heard inthe world if these nations
are not economically independent. Hence,
we should take steps to improve our econ-
omy. Only an economically i india
can play its role effectively in the comity of
nations.

Economic independence is nacessary
for political independence. | hope an eco-
nomically and politically stronger Indiawould
emerge in the years to come and play an
important role in solving all the major
problems the mankind is facing today
around the globe.

With these words | conclude my speech
once again thanking you for the opportunity
you have given me to speak.

PROF. PREM DHUMAL (Hamirpur): Mr.
Speaker, Sir | am thanking to you for giving
me a chance to speak at the last moment on
the -last day of the sessioh. Today, we are
dicussing the global situation in the House.
(Interruptions)

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is necessary that

“Translation of the speech originally delivered in Telugu.
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. while making a proper assessment of the
global situation we should also decide as to
what should be our forsign policy in the
same context. It is allthe more necessary
to forsee the developments likely to take
place around the world. Mr. Speaker, Sir,
the Bharatiya Janata party anticipating the
current developments had mentioned the
following clearly in its election manifesto:-

[English)

*With the sudden disappearance of
bipolar divide of 45 years, the USSR
and US are no longer adversaries, but
partners. Curtain hasfinaily been drawn
over the Cold War that has dominated
the world for most of the current cen-

tury.

International equations are changing
fast. Inthe post Cold War pariod, neither
the USA needs the Third World coun-
tries to contain communism, nor does
the USSR has any use now for its
“natural allies” in the developing world.

The new situation is a challenging one
and at the same time, pregnent with
several fresh opportunities to enlarge
India’s role in global affairs. But only
economically healthy, militarily strong
and progressive India can carveout a
nitche for itself.”

[ Translation)

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Pakistan makes
propaganda against us and tries to raise the
Kashmirissuetime and again atthe interna-
tional platforms, is causing much concern
for us. This is a serious matter. Last year, the
Pakistani delegate had raised this issue in
the inter-Parliamentary union held in Uru-
guay in which |fortunately had the opportu-
nity to represent India as a- delegate. A
British M.P. in whose constituency large
number of Pakistan nationals live supported
Pakistan delegate’s views. After listening to
them | had given a reply on behalf of india
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that Kashmir is our internal matter in which
no one has a right to interfere. | want to say
that Pakistan does not miss any opportunity
from raising this issue at the intemnational
platforms. We come across all this reports in
the newspapers. Just a while ago while
intervening in the debate the Prime Minister
sald that such and such reports had been
received from Pakistan. When | asked him,

[English]

Now, where do we stand, he said, ‘we
stand where we were.

[Translation]

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we just say that Paki-
stan is notfulfilling its commitmentsfinish off
our responsibility to our Foreign Policy. in
thisway no progress is made inthis direction
and we stand where we were? Are we
correctly anticipating the international situ-
ation? This is a fact that the Embassies of
Pakistan all over the world are mostly en-
gaged in making anti-India
But we are not giving a befitting reply. in
terms of diplomacy we are a fallure. Policy
decisions in this regard are not being taken
by experts. We should make our Embassies
more active so that they might work with a
sense of purpose. As has been said by our
hon. leader, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee just
now that the people of Indian origin living
abroad should also be persuaded to put
India’s side. While the embassies will do
their duties there the people will also take
aleading role in putting forward Indian view
points in foreign countries.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, before concluding |
would like to make a few suggestions to the
hon. Minister. The policy.inaking committee
must be constituted of experts sothat a long-
term foreign policy could be framed. We
should emphasise on the common market
for the countfies which support our stand.
We should'extend all out help to protectthe
rights and interests of the people of Indian
origin living abroad. A national consensus
may be arrived at on our foreign policy.
While we may continue with the North-South
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dialogue, we should also make endeavours
for the south-south co-operation. Now |
would like to make one more submission
sbout Pakistan taking advantage of the

" shuation prevailing in Jammu and Kashmir.

_ lwould like to know whether we are readyto
take diplomatic steps for exploiting the
situation in 'Pak-occupied Kashmir just as
Pakistan is creating disturbances in our
country. Because the situation in Pak occu-
pied Kashmir is also not satisfactory. With
these words | conciude.

SHRI A. ASOKARAJ (Perambalur): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on behalf of All India Anna
DMK, | wish to say a few words.

Atthetime of independenceof India, the
world was divided into two blocs sharply. It
was pandit Jawaharlal Nehru who formu-
lated the Non-Aligned policy. Before four
decades, India was supporting all the coun-

_tries in the freedom struggle both morally
and politicaily. India was supporting the right
and opposing the wrong without any fear.
India earned a good name at that time.

. Then, India got a good friendship with
the Soviet Union. After the changes that
have taken place in the Soviet Union, the
question arises whether the friendship with
the Soviet Union should continue or not. My
opinionisthat whatevertheinternalchanges,
our friendship withthe Soviet Union should
continue.

Similarly, some hon. Members raised
the question whether the Non-Aligned pol-
icy, that is, NAM has any relevance now. We
should not forget that as long as there are
poor developing countries on the one'side
andrich nations on the other side, the role of
NAM to fight for a new economic order
becomes much more essential.

We have brought about a great change

- in our country’s industrial policy and trade
policy. Some of the foreign countries have
expressed their fear and concern over the
new industrial and trade policy. They have
their own doubt whether India would con-
tinue these policies or not. We haveto create
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confidence in the minds of the foreign
countries so that they will come forward to
help us without any hesitation.

I would Ihtoknow what are the plans
that we are having in this direction. Our
Ambassadorsintheforeign countries should
be instructed suitable to function effectively
to create an atmosphere of confidence and
trust-worthiness. Then only, we can achieve
the goal with the announcement of new
Industrial and trade policies.

There is adoubt inthe Minds of some
foreign countries wether India is politically
strong or not. The secessionists and terror-
ists are giving so much of troubles and
threat to the life of everybody. JKLF in
Jammu and Kashmir, ULFA in Assam and
Punjabterrorists are already creating trouble
inthose States and slowly those States are
going to their hands. | do not understand
why we are unable to armrest the activities of
the terrorists. The foreign countries should
not think that we are weak and are not able
to solve the problems posed by these seces-
sionists and terrorists. So, we have to prove
our credibility and strength.

Simiiarly, we have to develop ourfriend-
ship with our neighbouring countries on a
firm foundation. Unforuantely, our neigh-
bouring country Pakistan is helping the
Punjab terrorists in order to give trouble to
India. China is supplying arms and ammuni-
tions to Pakistan is a large scale. China is
going to supply nuclear submarine to Paki-
stan. India should try to have cordial rela-
tionship with all these countries.

We had an agreement with the Sri
Lankan Government namely the Shastri-
Srimovo Agreement and the Sri Lankan
Government s notimplementing this agree-
ment. We have honoured the agreement by
bringing lakhs of people from Sri Lanka to
India. But SriLanka failedto implement the
agreement. Then, another agreement was
singed between Indian Government and the
Sri Lankan Government and India hon-
oured the agreement by handing over the
kachchatheevu to Sri Lanka. Atthat time, Sri
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Lanka accepted to give fishing rights to the
Tamil Nadu fisherman. But now the Sri
Lankan Government is not honouring the
agreement. The Sri Lanka Navy isgiving so
much of trouble to the fishermen of Tamil
Nadu by drowning their boats into the sea
and more then 27 persons died bacause of
indiscriminate and unwarranted gun fire by
the Sri Lankan Navy. Hundreds of persons
were injured during the attack of the Sri
Lanka Navy. That is why the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister hon. Puratchl Thalaivi Selvl
Jayalalitha demanded the immediate inter-
ventionofthe Central Governmentto cancel

the agreementof theyear 1974 andget back

the kachchateevu to India. Then only the
Tamil Nadu fishermen will be saved from
such troubles from the Sri Lankan Navy.

Afterthis agreement, there was another
agreement which was made between India
and Sri Lanka by Shri RajivGandhi and Shri
Jayawardaneinthe year 1986. By this agree-
ment India sent the Indian Peace keeping
Fore to Sri Lanka in order to keep peace
there. But the Sri Lankan Government did
not give any power, as accepted, to the
Tamil there. 1 would also like to mention that
our leader puratchi Thalaivi Jayalalitha is
also facing danger ‘o her life from the LTTE
militants. The Sri Lankan Government isthe
root cause for all these happenings, all
these miseries and troubles. In spite of all
these things, India wants to have a cordial
relation with Sri Lanka.

To attain good relationship with neigh-
bouring countries, we have to strive hard to
dispelthe misgivings and makethem realise
that we do not have any territorial ambition.
In any event, the time-tested foreign policy of
India should continue. Buttogive strength to
this policy, India should become strong.

With these words, | conclude.
[ Translation]

SHRI CHANDULAL CHANDRAKAR
(Durg): Mr. Speaker, Sir in view of some
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historical and far reaching consequences
taking place in the international sphers, it
becomes imperative for us to consider the
fallout sericusly. it cannot be exactly sald
what would be the outcome of the recent
changes in Europe. It is, therefore, neces-
sary that we should make a basic change in
the working of our Embassies in different
countries. Only those people who are na-
tionalists committed and who have a mis-
sionary Zeal should be allowed to work in
them. | have observed the functioning of our
Embassies. They work in a low pace. They
are slack and they follow the western style.
So, the style of functioning of these embas-
sies will have to be changed completely. We
are required to consider seriously the
recent changes in the world, and its long-
term impact. Today change took place in
Russia in Europe. We should notthink that
with the change Russia has become weak.
Some people rear such a misunderstanding
in their mind. We should also seriously con-
sider the impact of the re-unification of
Germany. Certainly, it is gong to be a centre
of economic powers, Japan is also our
neighbour country. So we should also keep
our eyes on the changes taking place there
and in other neighbour countries. We should
equally observe the economic power centres
emerging in the world. We should take the
emergence of these new centres into ac-
count and bring some revolutionary change
inthe style of functioning of our embassies.
There is surplus staff in our embassies in
America and Britain. They are not dedicated
or committed employees. There is no harm
it their number is small. The Ministry must
give proper guldance to them to bring a
change in thelr style of functioning. In addi-
tion their staff strength must be reduced by
an order. There is no doubt about the fact
that Russia had been a centre of power and
no power of the world can prevent China
which has a population of 100 crores from
becoming a centre of power. Our country
also has a population of 85 crores. We
should also make improvements in our
economic condition and demonstrate our
power before the world. Inthe sametimeiitis
all the more necessary that we should not
lag behind anywhere in the international
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forums in taking initatives. We should keep
up tha tempo that prevailed during the
timas of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, Shri Lal
Bahadur Shastri, Shrimati indiraGandhi and
Shri Rajiv Gandhi. We shoulki make our
Embassies more active. Our thoughts and
ideclogies must echo no every international
platform through our Embassies. Then only
our policy and progress can reach all over
the world. The way we have been raising
various issues, we have been lagging behind
in every sphere.

Atal Bihariji expressed his views here
very elegantly. He said that communism has
come to an end in Ruesia. But we should not
break our treaty of friendship we have made
for exchanging our culture with Russia. It
should be our endeavour to continue the
relationship. In tha International forum India
and Russia should remain as friends and
keep it up for future also. Today it is being
said that due to the situation prevailing in
Russia peace has come in the international
fields and America has emerged asthe sole
super power in the world. In this connection
| would like to say that after some years
situation will change and Russia will again
emerge as a new power in the World.

[English]

SHRI INDER JIT (Darjeeling): Mr.
Speaker, Sir | am glad that our House has
been able to find time todiscuss the interna-
tional situation at long last. Something is
always betterthan nothing. But Mr, Speaker,
to be quite candid, this is just not good
enough. The Prime Minister has been good
enough for his part to assure us that next
year, in the next Budget, there will be ade-
quatediscussiononthe DemandsforGrants
on the External Affairs Ministry. But this will
not do. | think, we need to make up for this
lapse in the next session.

MR. SPEAKER: Had we discussed the
Demands for Grants of the External Affairs
Ministry, we would have discussed it for six
hours. But we have discussed it for five
hours.
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SHRI INDER JIT: | would venture to
submit, in keeping withthe traditions of this
House, we ought to have a full-fledged
discussion in the next session and not waif
until the Budget Session is over.

MR. SPEAKER: We will try to do that.
(Interruptions)

AN HON. MEMBER: In the next ses-
sion, budget cannot be discussed.

SHRI INDER JIT: We should discuss
the international situation because | do not
have to tell this House that cataclasmic
changes have taken place all overthe world.
It is really distressing that we should not be
discussing all these things at great length.
And all of us who have much to say are being
asked to limit our remarks to a bear few
minutes.

However, | shall try to do my best in the
limited time available to me. In my opinion,
one of the greatest failings of our foreign
policy over the last four decades has been
that we generally seem to react, we seldom
act. And, 1 think, it is time that our foreign
office started thinking more interms of acting
ratherthan merely reacting. Ithink, thisgoes
as much for the Council of Ministers. In
terms of acting, the kind of action we have

" to take, we now findthat the whole world and

more particularly the uni-polar world seem
to be hurtling very fast. President Bush has
been talking interms of new worid order. |do
think, that we should try and understand
what his perception cf this new world order
is and where we fit in.

19.00 hrs.

Do we fit into his concept and his
perception of the new world order? if we do
not than we ought to have counter strategy
so that we-can protect our interests ade-
quately. This is very necessary and this is
where we need to act very very carefully and
very dynamically,

The other thing which we have spoken
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about is the question of reform of the United
- Nations. This is an issue which we have
been taking up at the United Nations itself
for the past 15 years. | recall, it was my
privilege in 1977 to go to the United Nations
as a member of the Indian delegation and |
was a member to the Sixth Committee. We
then strongly advocated the need for a
reform of the United Nations. we had agreat
dealof support from all sides except, surpris-
ingly atthat time, fromthe Soviet Union. The
Soviet Union, at that time, had insisted on
consensus approach and then we had to
say that we could not become prisoners of
consensus. | hope thatwe can pursue the
question of reform of the United Nations
more vigorously and democratise it as as
being generally suggested. We have also
the question of Non-Aligned Movement.

| shave not many tears to shed if the
Non-Aligned Movement goes up in smoke.
Nevertheless, | must make itclearthat|am
talking about the Non-Alignment as it is
today. | have personally felt greatly disap-
pointed in the kind of the quality of the non-
alignment that the Non-Aligned Movement
had pursued. It had concentrated more on
quantity and as aresult of which, we diluted
the concept and the quality of non-align-
ment. It must rather have a small group of
countries, dedicated to non-alignment.

| do believe that non-alignment has a
role. It has a role today and it shall continue
to have a role in the future too. | say this
because, in my opinion, non-alignment is
nothing else but the projection of acountry’s

independence at home, to independence at.

abroad. And we must retain this independ-
ence and judge all issues on merit. But, if we
are going to continue, even if all by our-
selves, we must remain non-aligned. | think,
we should try and get a group of countries
which would truly be non-aligned.

The next thing to which | would like to
devote to in the very limited time that Is
available to me is about the question of
Pakistan.
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Ithink there is agreat deal of disappoint-
ment onthat score. Pakistanisatthe moment
busy in mounting and continues to mount
a proxy waron us. And | regret to say that we
have not been able to find an adequate
answer to this, in addition to the problem of
Kashmir. For the first time,we have a situ-
ation in which the United States has come
out openly in support of us. It has opposed
any talk of plebiscite. It has supported our
stand that we must seek to find a solution
within the four walls of the Simla agreement
and yet we have not been able to mobilise
the worid option on this issue. | think that
there is something wrong with our efforts at
projecting our policies. | think that there is
need for injecting greater dynamism into
the kind of lobby which is-needed abroad.
This is just not happening. In fact, as other
friends have said, Pakistan seems to be
scoring over us, times out of number, in
regard to the Kashmir issue. | think we have
avery strongcaseinregardto human rights
and yet we have not been able to project
this. We have a situation where Pakistani
trained terrorists are coming into our coun-
try. Even some of the Pakistanis them-
selves, posing as terrorists are coming in
and butchering our peace loving people and
yet there is little that we have been able to
do. We must mount avery special effort at
projecting our policy and our stand.

Anotherthing which Iwould liketo say in
regard to Pakistan is that it is time for us to
take agood loot at the policies that we are
pursuing over the last 40 years. Initially we
had wars with Pakistan. Subsequently we
have tried to be friendly with Pakistan, Every
time we tried and embraced Pakistan; we
tried and moved closely. Friends here even
today have suggested that we should take
unilateral decisions in terms of trying to be
closer to Pakistan, making gestures after
gestures. And yet what is the response?
The response is one of pushing us away. |
think a time has come when we might think
in terms of leaving them coldly aloof, re-
sponding to only such gestures as Pakistan
does. Every time our bending over back-
wards created unnecessary suspicions and
it has not produced results. | think we should
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leave Pakistan to itself and whenever it
makes a gesture towards us, we should be
wiling to make for every gesture, two
gestures. | thinkthetime has come when we
must stop to hug them, to embrace them
because this has not yielded any result.

i | might just make one more point, |
return to the original concept of new world
order that | talked about. Atthe moment we
need to be a little more careful aboutthe new
winds of change; more than change, in
terms of giving the people an opportunity to
express themselves. With the kind of situ-
ation that has arisen in the Soviet Union, in
the new order, every country, every part of
a country is being encouraged to express
themselvesinterms of what they wishtodo.
Wherethe new world ordercomes, we should
be very clear that the unity and integrity of
established countries like India will not be
compromised in any concept of a new world
order.

It is very well for the Americans. If the
Americans are interested in the new world
order of injecting this new concept of seli-
determination, | think we should be very
clearthatthis concept should be considered
only if the Americans are willing to give the
rightof self-determination totheirown States
and so long as they are not willing to give the
rightof self-determination totheirown States,
we should beware of this particular concept.

I just wantto make one more pointin
termsof South-North dialogue. Ithink enough
has not been done. We need to push our-
selves a lot more in terms of North-South
dialogue. Equally we need to push a lot
stronger in terms of the South-South dia-
logue. It is a matter of great distress that
initially certain ideas which were projected,
certain ideas which were evolved in terms of
getting three countries of the non-aligned
movement, the Egyptians, the Yugoslavand
India to cooperate; that did not work. | think
there is need to go into this very very
carefully. So long as we cannot get South-
South cooperation, we cannot move further
onto this very desirable goal of North-South
cooperation.
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Mr. Speaker, thank you very much for
enabling me to speak, for giving me an
opportunity to speak, although one had to .
rather rush with force.

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Mr.
Speaker, may | at the outset thank all the
hon. Members who have participated in this
debate for their valuable suggestions? |
don't mention this as a matter of formal
courtesy because | know that most of the
speakers and in fact some who did not speak
this evening are the people who have de-
voted many years to the study of foreign
policy issues. Some of them indeed have
been as ministers or senior officers respon-
sibla for formulating these policies.

Further, my task now is a limited one in
view of the fact that hon. Prime Minister in
his intervention has laid the broad perspec-
tive and the broad canvass. While doing so
he has answered many of the concrete
points and therefore | will restrict myself to
specifically answering some of the queries
that remain unanswered so far.

Atthe very outsetinthis debate a point
was raised as to whether we have a policy
planning mechanism at all to plan our for-
eign policy strategies and options. The
answer is yes, we have a policy planning
division in the Ministry. But we shall
strengthen the structures in the policy plan-
ning division in the Ministry and if necessary
take further other steps so that we really
have more and more involvement of leaders
and experts in putting our responses to the
world.

As has been pointed, these responses
have been consensus of the country, have
been the consensus of Parliament. There-
fore, there is no reason why people who may
differ on domestic issues because of the
consensusal approach to the foreign policy
should not be involved or acquainted with
what we intend to do. We will also have the
benefit of their advice on options that are
available to us.

A question has been raised by the last
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speaker and many speakars before him,
right from the very beginning as to what are
we doing to counter the mischievous disin-
formation campaign and its attempts to vio-
late the intemational law by viclating the
Simia Agresment and bringing in issues that
are extraneous in international conferences
and otherwise. It is not correct to say that we
have not very successfully—particularly in
recent times—rebutted this malicious cam-
paign. In fact, one of the speakers was
candid enough in saying that we were not
doing enough to stop this propaganda; he
mentioned specifically the name of a country
and said that accepting the Simla Agree-
mentof bilateralism is the only way of settling
the Kashmir issue. He very candidly sald—
| am grateful to him—and pointed out the
success of our approaches to uncover the
truth and to point out the disinformation from
Pakistan. I is a fact that more and more
countries, more and more Governments are
coming round that view. So, the issue of
Kashmir is an Issue to be settled bilaterally
within the framework of the Simla Agree-
ment by negotiated and peaceful procedure.
Secondly Pakistani administration is helping
terrorism, is arming them, aiding and abet-
ting terrorism both in Kashmir and in Punjab.

SHRI. INDERJIT: You have succeeded
only in regard to one country.

SHRI. EDUARDO FALEIRO: You pre-
vent mefrom mentioning severalother coun-
tries. But, | can mention United Kingdom,
that has already been mantioned here. |
could mention and | will mention what the
commonwsealth Secretary-General said here
just a few days ago. He said that this is a
bilateral issue. |could mention and will now
mention what was said in ACCRA meeting
when Pakistan was rebutted for raising this
issue and was told that bilateral issues of this
type are not brought in, the intemational
forum like the Non-Alignment Movement.

Speaking about the non-alignment
movement, a question was raised as to are
we looking into these issues with a vision or
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are we just tinkering here and there. We do
realise the need for a vision for the non-
alignment movement at this cross-roads of
history. The world has undergone radical
changes. | would specifically say that at the
next non-alignment summit meeting, india
proposes to advance the cause of disarma-
ment, advance the cause and obtaira dis-
cussion on our concept of a nuciear-free
non-violent worid. Indla proposes to ad-
vance the economic issues by discussing
the subject of howto give content, substance
and dynamism to North-South dialogue and
also tofind out ways and meanstostrengthen
South-South cooperation. We keep on tak-
ing about South-South cooperation. Where
wa lack is notintalking about the generalities
of South-South cooperation; where we lack
is finding specific operational ways in which
South-South cooperation will indeed be
implemented. Therefore, we intend to raise
this in the next summit meeting of the non-
alignment movement. We will also take up at
the next summit meeting of the non-align-
ment. movement, the question of strength-
ening the United Nations machinery. It is
basically the question of expending and
democratising the United Nations Security
Council because Security Council is in fact
the major, it not the only decision, making
body of the UN. When we say expending the
Security Council, we keep in mind basically
expending the membership of the Security
Council by giving a greater representation to
the countries of the South, developing coun-
tries, the non-aligned countries.

A question has been raised here on
China by several eminent speakers, that we
should strengthen the relations with China.
We fully endorse these views. Yes, Chinais
apowerfulcountry. We had historic relations
with China. The need of the hour is to
strengthen these relations. Late Prime Min-
ister Shri RajivGandhi in fact, made a break-
through in our relationship with China. twas
followed after Rajiv Gandhi, by several con-
tacts. |am happy to say that many Members
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China, a cultural exchange programme.
‘Asian personality’, yes, we have an Aslan
personality—all of us individually and collec-
tively—both India and China. And we cannot
divert ourselves nor do we to divert our-
selves off our Asian personality. | would like
to say here that China was a prominent
participant in the 48th anniversary of the
Asian Relations Conference which was
colebrated in Delhi in 1987, if | am not
mistaken.

Quite apart from baing an Asian coun-
try, | must say here that we share many
common perceptions on the present global
developments and particularly on many
specific issues.

Environmeht is becoming more and
more an issue to be taken up at the interna-
tional forum. In days to come, environment
is the major issue in international discussion.
So, India took the initiative in getting a con-
sensus of the developing countries on a
strategy to deal with this question of environ-
ment. The meeting was held in Delhi and
that was followed up in Beijing in June last.
Thatis just one example of how we share the
pattern, how we cooperate not even bilater-
ally but also on multilateral issues.

A question was raisad on cooperation
with ASEAN. Yes, we want to cooperate
with ASEAN. We have asked forthe sectoral
dialogue partnership. They have two types
of what you could call, observer status or
non-members participating In their process.
One is the total membership for general
dialogue which is basically of donor coun-
triesin the ASEAN. So, itisthe donor-donee
relationship. Another is a sectoral dialogue
on the specific issues. We have asked tobe
made a sectoral dialogue partnerin ASEAN.

Mr. Chitta Basu, while talking every-
thing about China, has also referred to the
Statement of Chief Minister and regarding
some issue whioh was also raised in the
House. Iwould like to inform the House that
there has been a denial. We have noted a
denial Issued by the Chinese Government
whioh stated further that China observed the
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five principles of peaceful co-existence and
will not interfere in the internal affairs of other,
countries.

Beingonthat region for amoment more,
we are a Member of the Paris Conference
that is dealing with the Cambodian issue.
We have been closely associated with peace
processes in Cambodia. The Combodian
settloment, that is emerging now, is pre-
cisely on the principles that we have advo-
cated. They are: number one, that there
should be a cease-fire without waiting for a
comprehensive political settlement; number
two, there should be an agreement not to
supply arms to the warring factions in Cam-
bodia; number three, there should be a
phased demobilisation. These are notallthe
points. These are some of the major points.
Alithese ideas have been accepted and our
roie acknowledged.

As far as constitution of a peace-keep-
ing force isconcerned, it has not yet been put
together. so, it will be premature to say
whether India will or will not be in that set-up.

Mr. Indrajit Gupta and other Members
raised the question of humanitarian aid to
the suffering people, especially women and
children—civilian population—in Iraq and
asked what are we doing in the Security
Council in this regard. | would like to inform
the House that we have consistently advo-
cated that the Security Gouncil should take
measures to permit the supply of food and
medicinestothecivilian people, tothe people
of Iraq. The Security Council Resolution
706, supported by India, has now authorised
sale of Iraqi oil to the tune of $ 1.6 billion to
finance the purchase of food and medicines
to the people of Iraq.

| have only one point to answer. It
concerns our economic policy and the eco-
nomic content of ourforeign poiicy. We have
instructed ourambassadors in specificcoun-
tries to restructure their embassies to ensure
that they become more active and aggres-
sive in the promotion of exports and in the
attraction of investment and technology. We
are planning a series of training programme
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for our officers amongst whom there is al-
ready considerable expertise. We are aiso
ensuring that the missions are properly
equipped with data needed both by our
exporters and by our foreign businessmen
Interested In'business. So, | do not want to
take any morae time of this House.

Once again | thank you personally, Mr.

Speaker, for providing this time for the dis-
cussion and thank all the hon. Mornbo_n.

MR. SPEAKER: Now, Shri. Jaswant
Singh. -

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Mr. Speaker
Sir, the points contained in my Substitute
Motion have already been made by my senior
colleague, Atalji and various other friands.
Therefore, | do not wish to press it.

SHRI CHANDRA JEET YADAV: Sir, |
am glad that the Prime Minister has assured
this House that from nowtill the next Budget,
many initiatives will be taken which were
lacking nd the Minister of State also has said
that we are taking up many programmer so
that India’ s role becomes a leading role in
the Non-Aligned Movement. In view of this,
1 am also not pressing my Motion.

SHRI E. AHAMED: Sir, in view of the
opinion expressed by the hon. Minister that
adequate will be made avail-
able by the United Nations to Indian nation-
als who suffered by Iraq’s invasinca Kuwait
1 also shall not press for my Motion,

MR. SPEAKER: Have the Members
leave of the House to withdraw their substi-
tute motions? '

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Yes.

Substitute Motions were, by leave,
w_ithdram
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MESSAGE FROM RAJYA SABHA

(English]

SECRETARY-GENERAL.: Sir, Ihaveto
report the following message received from
the Sacretary-General of Rajya Sabha:-

" In accordance with the provisions of

Sub-rule (6) of rule 186 of the Rules of

Procedure and Conduct of Business in

the Rajya Sabha, | am directed to return

herewiththe Punjab Appropriation (Vote
on Account) No.2 Bill, 1991 which was
passed by the Lok Sabha at its sitting
held on the 16th September, 1891 and
transmitted to the Rajya Sabha for its
recommendations and to state that this

House has no recommendations to

make to the Lok Sabha in regard to the

said Bill".

16.22 1/2 hrs.

THE CONSTITUTION (SCHEDULED
TRIBES) ORDER (SECOND AMEND-
MENT ) BILL , 1991
[English)

SECRETARY GENERA: Sir, | lay on
the Table the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes)
Order (Second Amendment) Bill, 1991,
passed by the Houses of Parliament during
the current session and assented to by the
President since a report was last made to the
House on the 17th September, 1991.

19.23 hrs.
RESIGNATION BY MEMBER

[Englsh]

MR. SPEAKERL | have to inform the
House that Shri. Ajit Anantrac Pawar gave
me a letter personally yesterday offering his
resignation of the Membership of this House
with effect from 18th September, 1991 and
that | have accepted his resignation.




