367 - Matters Under
Rule 377

(vi) Measures to check pollution of
the water of river Muvathupuzha
(Kerala)

SHRI SKARIAH THOMAS
(Kottayam) : The newsprint factory
at Velloor, Kerala, is a central under-
taking. The decision to set up this
factory a few years back was widely
welcomed in Kerala as the people
thought that it was an important step
in the industrialisation of the State.
The factory has now started production.
But unfortunately it has created a seri-
ous problem of pollution of water
which affects thousands of people who
are living in the nearby area.

The worst kind of pollution has
taken place in the river Moova-
thupuzha. Water in this river is so
pure and crystal clear that people use
it for drinking purposes apart from
irrigation and other purposes. The
poisonous efflucat being discharged from
this factory have totally polluted this
river with the result that the water is
unfit to be used either for drinking pur-
poses or for irrigation. This has
seriously affected thousands of farmers,
agricultural labourers etc. A request
was made to the management of the
factory by the citizens of that area that
the effluent should be carried through
pipes and discharged in the outer sea.
But no effort was made in this direc-
tion. The result is that there is a
popular agitation urging upon the
authorities to stop the effluents being
discharged into the river.

-
In this circumstances, I would
_request the Government to take
serious note of this problem and take
immediate steps to remedy the
situation.
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(viii) Completion of Second lane of
Mahatma Gandhi Bridge between
Patna and Hajipur
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