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STATEMENT RE. VISIT OF
FOREIGN MINISTER OF INDIA
TO SRI LANKA

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRIMATI
INDIRA GANDH]I) : I am sorry to inter-
rupt the hon. Member. But I have a very
brief statement to make.

Yesterday there was a long discussion
here on the situation in Sri Lanka and
just now the discussion in the Rajya
Sabha has finished. In fact, as the
Foreign Minister was replying to the
discussion, I was on the telephone with
the President of Sri Lanka, expressing the
grave concern on behalf of the Members
of Parliament and the people genecrally
all over India, and especially the people
of Tamilnadu and the South.

I suggested to the President that our
Foreign Minister might go to Colombo to
meet him. I am glad to say that he has
agreed to this proposal. The Foreign
Minister will leave this evening.

I also mentioned that we had heard of
the shortage of essential supplies in the
refugee camps and suggested that either
we could approach the International Red
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Cross which gives very effective assistance
in such situations. We would also be
willing to help through our own or other
voluntary agencies. In reply to that, the
President said, ‘Let your Foreign Minister
come and see things for himself and I
will discuss with him.’

T thought I should let the House know.

-—_——

NATIONAL OILSEEDS AND VEGE-
TABLE OILS DEVELOPMENT
BOARD BILL

AND
VEGETABLE OILS CESS BILL—Contd.
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