349 Matters

first in the malnourished and hungry people
who number 210 million. In spite of the
claimed increase in the production of food-
grains, the number of hungry and malnours-
shed is also increasing.

This phenomenon of hunger in the midst
of plenty is due to the population explosion.
Unless we are successful in achieving zero

growth rate of population, the fruits of deve-
lopment will never reach the poor,

Success and failure of Family planning
programme is closely related to the status of
women in the society. Traditional beliefs
and undue importance to the son in the
Indian society and prejudices against and
misconception of men about vasectomy, are
the major reasons for not achieving the
desired target of bringing down the popula-
tion growth-rate. So long as such beliefs
persist, couples will continue to give birth to
a number of daughters till they get a son
and men would not come forward to
undergo vasectomy.

I would, therefore, request the Govern-
ment to consider to award a golden card to
the couples who limit their families after
one or two daughters and also after guaran-
tecing old age security.

(vi) Need to construct dams on rivers where
floods cause a great havoc
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(vii) Need to provide stable telecommunica-

tion facilities in _flood prone coastal areas of
Orissa

SHRI ARJUN SETHI (Bhadrak) : The
House is well aware of the fact that the
coastal districts of Orissa are prone to floods
and cyclone almost every vear, It has been
the experience in the past that in the absence
of stable teleccommuncation facilites, dis-
semination of timely warning and ralief
operations have been handicapped. This
matter was brought to the notice of the
Union Minister for Communications when he
visited the State after the disastrous cyclone
in 1982, It was requested that U, H. F.
system should be provided on a number of
intra.district and inter-district routes besides



