LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Thursday, Qctober 21, 1982/ Asvina
29, 1904 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at FEleven

of the Clock
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

OBITUARY REFERENCE

MR. SPEAKER: I have to in-
form the House of the sad demisc
of Shri Mukunda Mandal, a sitting
Member of this House, representing
Mathurapur constituency of West
Bengal. He passed away at New
Delhi last night, at the age of 35.
He was being treated for a kidney
ailment since July last at the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences,
New Delhi.

Shri Mandal was also a Member
of the Sixth Lok Sabha during 1977-
79. He was earlier elected to West
Bengal Legislative Assembly in 1971.

An able parliamentarian, he took
keen intcrest in the proceedings of
the House.

An educationist, he was a lec-
turer for some time. He took keen
interest in literary work. He was
also a social worker and devoted
himself to the work of removing the
hardships of the downtrodden people

in rural areas.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS AND WORKS
AND HOUSING (SHRI BHISHMA
NARAIN SINGH): Mr, = Speaker,

- — -
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Sir, with the passing away of Shri
Mukunda Mandal, this House has
lost an active Member in his prime
age. He was a man of letters who
served various educational institu-
tions through the noble profession
of teaching. He wasa Member of
the West Bengal Assembly for the
term 1971-76. He was elected to
the Lok Sabha in 1977 and again
in 1980. I associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by you, Sir,
and request that the same may be
conveyed to the members of the
family of the departed soul.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHER]JEE
(Howrah) : Sir, the death of Shri
Mukunda Mandal was so sudden
that we did not expeci it because
only yesterday I met him in  the
hospital and he talked with me,
though he told me that he would
not survive. But before that I talked
to the Head of the Department
half an hour before. The doctor
also did not expect it. In the night,
I talked to him. He also told me
that he did not expect this death
in this way.

He was suffering for a long time,
but, unfortunately, whenever he had
approached our medical centre here,
they failed to diagonise the disease.
Only at the late hours, when he
was diagnosed in Calcutta at he
had lost two of his kidneys compl-
etely.  So, he was kept on dialysis
in Calcutta. Then he was recom-
mended by Calcutta hospital autho-
rities to come here; and I thank
our Speaker and the Minister of
Parliamentary Affairs - whenever
I raised the problem of his admission
they had promptly come forward
to give all help. And doctors also
tried to save him. 1 pay my compl-
iments to the efforts made by the
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[ Shri Samar Mukhsrjee ]

doctors also. But, unfortunately,
some complications developed and
yesterday he told us that some con-
estion in the lungs had started. Then
is condition deteriorated though
doctors assured us that a new type
of dialysis they were thinking of,
starting from  tomorrow so that
he could getrelief. He also complained

about some trouble in his stormach
yesterday.

However, this tragedy has occurred.
But in his death we lost a very young
and enthusiastic social worker, apart
from its being a joss to our Party-
Only in this Session, two of the non-
official Bills in the list of business
for introduction were in his name.
He was very much interested in the
welfare of the agricultural labourers
and poorer sections, down-trodden
people in rural areas, and so he
brought those two Bills. And, as
a member of the Committee on the
Welfare of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes he always expressed
his earnest interest about the welfare
of those sections of the people.

From his early life he was very
active not only in political work,
but in social activity also. In 1971
he was elected as a Member of the
West Bengal Legislative Assembly.
His age was 24 or 25 then. He could
not remain an MLA for the complete
term because due to the situation
in West Bengal at that time, after
the elections in 1971, the Assembly
was dissolved after a few months. Ther€

was another election in 1972 against -

which we made a complaint that
it was totally rigged. However,
from the very beginning he was
very enthusiastic, he was very active,
and he was connected with so many
social ‘organisations and he had a
very strong desire to survive and
play an active role.

He was admitted in the hospital
here Before the clection ‘of the Presi-
dent ‘and he was brought from the
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hospital in_a wheel chair and he
cast his vote. He came to the Central
Hall and met all friends. We ex-
pressed a hope that he would be
cured. But unfortunately, this tragedy
has occurred. His wife was with
him yesterday, The other relatives
were not there. His body is being
flown to Calcutta tonight. The body
will be placed in our Central Party
office at 14. Ashoka Road. Friends
who want to pay their homage
can come there. The body will be
there till the evening and will be

flown by he night flight which
leaves at 8 p.m.

It is a loss not only for our Party,
but also for the poor people of our
country. So, through you, I thank
all the friends who have tried their
best to keep him alive ; but unfor-
tunately this tragedy occurred. His
family members are with us; so,
there 1s no question of conveying the
sorrow to the family members because
they are with us, But we have to
appreciate the performance of the

doctors also. This may be conveyed to
the hospital staff.
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SHRI ERA MOHAN (Coi-
mbatore) : Hon. Mr. Speaker.
Sir, I rise to associate myself and
my party the D.M.K. with the
sentiments of sorrow that have been
expressed by you, Sir, and other
Members who have preeceded me
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on the sudden demise of Shri Mukunda
Mandal. Shri Mukunda Mandal’s
premature death has left all of us
in a gloom of grief. It is really shock-
ing that he should have been snatched
away by death at the prime of his
life. T had the opportunity of meet-
inghim and discussing withhim several
national problems. He used to tell
me that as elected Members of the
people we have a duty to perform
to the electorate. He was a man
imbued with ideals and he was working
assiduously in translating his ideals
into action. Whenever he spoke in
the House, he spoke in earnestness
and effectively. His death is an
irreparable loss to the nation, to
this House and to his party the
Communist Party (Marxists).

On my own behalf and on behalf
of D.M.K., T request you kindly
to convey our heartfelt sorrow to
the bereaved family of Shri Mukunda
Mandal and also I wish to convey
my condolences to the Members

of CPM who have lost a valuable
colleague.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY
(Bombay North East) : Sir,
on behafl of the Janata Party, I
associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by you, the Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs and my colle-
agues here:

The most significant thing about
Shri Mandal was his dedication to
*he cause. He was a young man,
a very well educated person, who
had been a teacher in a college.
I am quite sure that today the peas-
antry cf Bengal, of whom he was
the leader and whose interest was at
his heart, would be very sad indeed-

On bebalf of my party, I would
itke the family members and all
his supporters to receive our heart-
felt condolences on his death.
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SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA
- (Basirhat): Sir, we all have to
go some time. But it is extremely
nainfu]l when some body is taken
away by the cruel hand of death
at such an early age. The last occasion
on which I saw Comrade Mukunda
Mandal was the day when he was
brought here in a wheel chair to
cast his vote in the Presidential elec-
tion. At that time I was told by other
friends that he is on the road to
recovery and is expected to be well
soon. So, it came as a great shock
to know that he has suddenly passed
away.

Comrade Mukunda Manda was,
of course, a college teacher, coming
from the Scheduled Caste. But he
was, first and foremost, a grass root
worker among the people in  his
locality. He dedicated his life parti-
cularly to the cause of poor agr-
icultural labourers and poor peasants
of his area. The fact that he was so
popnlar amongst them can be gauged
by the fact that they elected him
three times, once to the Assembly
and twice to this House.

He was an active and encrgeti®
member of this House. But his dis-
position was alwavs very quiet and
very unassuming. That is why perhaps
many members, when they heard
the news of his demise, were not
able to place him immediately,
for T heard many members asking
who 1s the member who has died”.
He would never thrust himself on
other people. He was very active
and unassuming. In his death wc
have suffered a great loss.

I do no. wish to add anything
more to what Comrade Samar
Mukherjee has said, except to say
that on hehalf of myself and my
party, I want to extend our heart-
felt sorrow and condolence to his
family as well as to his party. I hope
that all the members of this House
will join us in expressing this feeling.
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SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI
(Berhamepore): On my behalf
and on behalf of my Party I associate
myself with the sentiments that have
been expressed from all sides of the
House on the sad demise of Comrade
Mukunda Mandal.

Those of us from West Bengal
who are privileged to know him
rather intimately, have been feeling
very shocked to learn tnis morning
of his sudden death, when we were
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hoping that he would soon recover
and come to this House. Anyway,
that was not to be. He was one of
the most active and younger Members
of this Parliament who also served
his constituency, particularly the
downtrodden Scheduled Castes and
labourers in his area.

I again express my heart-felt
sorrow.

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN
(Cooch Behar) : Shri Mukunda
Mandal is no more amongst us. We
have lost Shri Mukunda Mandal an
energetic and promiting comrade.

Man is mortal. Everyone will
have to die to-day or to-morrow. We
mourn for them. But it is more path-
etic when we elders mourn for the
young, a young man of 35. He is
no more.

On behalf of my party, Forward
Bloc and myself, I pay my respect and
homage to the memory of Prof.
Mandal.
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SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA
(Ponnani) : The sad and premature
demise of Shri Mukunda Mandal
is like setting of the rising Sun. He
was a young and energetic Member
of this House. On behalf of my party,
the Muslim League, I associate my-
self with the sentiments expressed on
his sad and sudden demise.

We request you to convey our
heartfelt condolences to the family
of the bereavced.

The Members then stood in Silence for
a short while.

MR SPEAKER : As a mark of
respect to the deceased, the House
now stands adjourned to meet again
at 11 a.m. tomorrow

11.28 hrs,

The Lok Sabha then adjourned
till Eleven of the Clock on Friday,
October 22, 1982/Asvina 30, 1904
(Saka)
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