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4 therefore, requeit the (entral Gov-
ernment, especially the Ministry of Elec-
tricity and Iirrigation to instrugt the Tamil
Nadu Government to provide (i) the drin-
king water and (ii) the supply of elec-
tricty and Irrigation to instrugt the Tamil
Nadu Government to provide (i) the
drinking water and (ii) the supply of elec-
tricity to all farmers and to all my Dindi-
gul comtitucncy people.

(xii) URGENT NEED TO IMCREASE TIIE
WAGES OF AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS TO
IMPROVE THEIR ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.
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(X1il) ARTIFICIAL SHORTAGE OF SODA
AsH.

SHRI RATANSINH RAJDA: Cytlic
artificial shortage of soda ash has become
a regular feature. creating untild hard-
ships for small xcale industries and consu-
mers like washermen, Innumerabile small-
szale industries are destablissd on ac-
count of spiralling prices of each ash.

%oda ash iy produced by four ménopoly
produceri, who hawv¢ absalute cantrol oviir
produgtion_ distriution snd  pricing, in
the absence uf any statutory control. The
usual pley of gost escalation ap the root
cause of prige increase is nat con¥insing
at all. ¥ram the minute study of balan-
ce-shects of producers, it is clear thut the
cost of one tonne soda ash should not
be more than Rs. 700 to R4, 8i0/-, Un-
fortunately, black, market han _ulrcady
reappeared. Market pricis have' soared
from Rs, 200 to Ra. 2.800 per tonne.
Conditions have to be greated %o that
producers reduce their pricés considtent *
with the cost of production. The following



