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MATTERS UNDER RULE 377

/i) NFED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE
SFCOND PHASE OF THE JAKHAPURA-
BANASPANT RAILWAY LINE FROM
DarTarr To BANSPANI IN ORIssA.

SHRI HARIHAR SOREN (Keon-
jhar): Sir, the construction of the
seconé phase of the Jakhapura-
Banspani railway line from Daitari
to Banspani is very necessary for
the economic development of Orissa.
This rail link would facilitate the
development of the mineral-based
industrles in the State, particularly
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in the district of Keonjhar, and pro-
mote the development of Paradip
Port.

Keonjhar district is predominantly
inhabited by tribal people and 80
per cent of them live below the po-
verty line. They earn their liveli-
hood by working in the fields and
mines. The condition of the small
and marginal farmers is very piti-
able due to the extensive damage
caused to their crops by the severe
drought, which prevailed in this dis-
trict last year. This large section of
the poverty-stricken and joblesg peo-
ple can be provided with work, if
the construction of the 147 km
Daitari-Banspani rail link is started.
Millions of tonnes of iron ore, men-
ganese, chromite and bauxite can
be transported from the mines of
this district to Paradip Port at a
cheaper cost by this rail link. Apart
from this the forest and the general
goods traffic would be generated, in
course of time, since this line con-
nects the most important industrial-
cum-mining belt of the country with
the deepest port of India, Paradip.

The Orissa Government has pro-
posed setting up a number of indus-
tries, anticipating that this line would
materialise, A sponge iron plant at
Tangarani, near Keonjhar garh is
under construction, and the establish-
ment of two similar plants near Bans-
pani rail head with the joini collabo-
ration of I.P.I.C.C.L, and Messrs.
Tata Steel Limited have been approv-
ed. All these projects are vitally
linked with the extension of the rail
link from Daitari to Banspani., Un-
less the construction of the second
phase, that is, Daitari-Banspani is
taken up, it will not be possible to
realise the full benefits of the high
grade minerals available in abund-
ance in the Keonjhar district. There-
fore, I demand that the Government
of India should take immediate steps
for the construction of the above rail-
way line,



