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ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
ELevenTH REPORT AND MINUTES

SHRI S. B. P. PATTABHI RAMA
RAO (Rajahmundry): I beg to pre-
sent the Eleventh Report (Hindi and
Englisy versions) of the Estimates
Committe on the Ministry of Com-
munications—Telephones and Minv-
tes of the sittings of the Committee
relating thersto.

12.05 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
‘OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED DEATH AND DESTRUCTION BY
TORNADO IN ORISSA
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THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION AND IRRIGATION AND CIVIL
SUPPLIES (RAO BIRENDRA
SINGH): With a sense of deep grief
I rise to inform the House gbout a
very tragic occurrence in Orissa, In
accordance with the reportg obtained
fom the Govenment of Orissa, a de-
vastating tornado swept across nine
villages in Saharapada and Patna
blocks of Xeonjhar district on the
afternoon of the 17th April, 1981,
According to the report obtained by
the evening of the 18th April, 1981,
32 deagd bodies had been recovered
and 200 persons, of whom about 100
had been injured seriously, were ly-
ing hospitalised. = More than 500
families with 3 population of about
‘3,000 were reported to have been
worst affected. Severe damage to
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houses and heavy losg of property
and caftle are also reported. Detail-
ed information is being awaited from
the State Government.

2. A short while ago we collected
some more information and according
to the Revenue Secretary, Orissa, the
number of deaths is stated to be 35.
About 1,000 houses and 6,000 persons
have been affected. One more village,
Began also had affected by the
tornado making the total number of
villages affected, ten. The State
Government is giving Rs. 1,500 as
cash/gratuitous relief, for each earn-
ing member who has died,

3. The villages affected are about
30 to 35 kms away from the district
headquarters at Keonjhar. The tor-
nado struck between 230 p.m. and
3.30 pm. in the afterncon and the
information was receiveg By the Col-
lector, Keonjhar by 415 pmm, The
Collector, Keonjhar started the relief
operations by ‘about 530 p.m. The
State Ministers of Agriculture and
Irrigation visiteq the area on the day
of occurrence and the Chief Minister
and the Revenue Minister visited the
affecled areas along with other
Cabinet colleagues on the following
day. The relief operations started on
a war-footing immediately after the
occurrence. Three mobile health
teams with sufficient medicines and
a team of veterinary personnel were
pressed into service in the offected
areas. The Indian Red Cross des-
patched tarpaulins, polythene sheets,
water purifiers tables, dhotis and
saris by midnight between the 17th
and 18th April, 1981. They also have
sent two medical units and two
tonnes of milk powder, The Minis-
try of Health have issued instruc-
tions for supply of essential medi-
cines, ete.,, to the State Government
on demand. The Ministry of Social
Welfare is mobilising voluntary
agencieg for relief operations.

4. The injured persons have been
removed to three hospitaly and more
serious cases have been brought to
Cuttack. High level officers™ are
supervising the reilef operations and



