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RUBBER (AMENDMENT) BILL-
Contd. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The 
Hou e will now take up further consi-
deration of the following motion 1nove<l 
by Shri Shivraj V. Patil on the l3th 
October, 1982, namely:-

"That the Bill further to am:!nd the 
Rubber Act, 1947, a5 pas ed by Rujya 
Sabha be taken into consideration." 

The time allotted is two hours; the time 
already taken is more tha1l 30 minutes; 
the rime left is one hour and 20 minules . 
Shrimati Suseela Gopalan. 

SHRIMATI Sl:JSEELA GOPALAN 
(Alleppey): The rubber occupies ao im-
portant place in the development of oar 
industry. Our requirement of rubber is 
growing every year. Lakh5 of w0rkers 
ana growers are d~pending on this indus-
try. So, any decision with regard t:> ihls 
industry should be takc;n very cautiou ly. 
The proposal of the Government is to 
~ppoiot a part-time Chairman to ip ke 
the full-time Cnairman as part-time Chair-
man; and then appoint an Executive Di· 
rector under him. I want to know how it 
is going to help the industry, because so 
many problems are there. The fall-time 
Chairman with aU the powers has to deal 
with all these thil!!gs . .But now the Govern-
ment feels that there are people in the 
private as well as public sectors who have 
so much knowledge about this industry. 
Now if they have to utilise their service-
ince the full-t ime Chairman is not 

available-the n ce sity of appointing a 
p rt-time Chairman and the Ex~cutive 
Director is felt by tile Government. I 
can under land the Government' diffi-
culty when the decision was taken. But 
now the problem 1s - otherwise solved. 
Now there is no need for this Bill. Thi~ 

i going to complicate matters, be~ause 

this part-time Chairman i going to Jele-
gate power to the Executive Director. 
He will not take any initiative on his own. 
Mo t probabl y h will be an IAS Officer. 
Natu rally, he will oot be happy to work 
UQ.der the Chairman. He will only say 
th t whatever i directed i done. The 

part-time Chairman has 101 other things 
to do and be will not be able to deal 
with thes.e problems in the way in which 
it should be dealt with. This move of 
having a part-time Chairman and an 
Executive Director is not going to help 
the industry in any way. The industry 
is facing so many problems. Yo· know 
about the requirements of rubber itself. 
There i a lot of _co9troversy going on. 

he growers are saying the estimate<l 
demand according to them is 1.97 lakh 
tonn.es. The estimated production, ac-
cording to the growers is 1.75 Iakh 
tonnes. The e tf"mated demand by the 
industry is 2.1 lakh tonnes, but 
the ~timated production by the 
industry is 1.55 fakh tonnes. Accord· 
ing , to the growers, again, 30,000 tonne 
only is to be imported from outside. 
But according to the inda trialists the 
demand is for 65i<>OO tonnes. That is 
admitted by the Rubber Board. The 
Rubber Board s·ays that the demand is 
t .97 ta'kh tonnes and tbe production is 
1.62 lakh tonnes. The requirement, 
according to their calculation is 35.000 
tonnes. But anyhow, the Directorate 
Oeneral of Technical Development offi-
cially estimated it as 45,000 tonnes. 
Already you have given permission to 
import 32,500 and o4d tonnes by Sep-
tember and that has come to th.e mark.et. 
What is the real situation in the country? 
What I understand from the growers is 
that the price has gone down to Rs. 11. 

SHRI GEORG.E JOSEPH MUNDAC-
KAL (Muvattapuzha): It i even le "' 
than that. 

14.59 hrs. 

[SHRI S. M. KRISKNA in the C liair] 

SRRIMATI SUSEELA GOPALAN: 
From the paper which we receive it is. 
Rs. 11. It might be much lower. W~rn 
you import, the price of the imported 
rubber is going up to about Rs. 13 or 
R . 14 per kilo... Much valuable fore ign 
exchange is being spent by the country 
and the commodity i being old J.l a 
higher price. That is the situation today. 
No doubt, sometimes import have to be 
allowed. But it should be done in a 
ph ed manner. The growers are saying 
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that the S.T.C. ha jm ported the 
quota for June, July and August 
together. That is wl:ty the prices have gone 
down so much. But the industrialists want 
it according to their whims and fancies. 
You are importing rubber according to the 
demand of the industrialist. But one thou-
sand tonne of rubber i produced ~very 

d ay in Kerala at pre ent. Out of that, oolY 
200 tonnes i lifted. The rest remains un-
sold. What is th neces ity of importing 
rubber in 150 much q uantity when our pro· 
ductiou i so high? This is the attitude of 
the Governme nt of India in everything. 

15 hrs. 

.With regard of coconut, whenever the 
production of coconut goe up, you will 
import coconut oil and opra. With the 
re ult, suddenly the prices go down. Like-
wise, when the production of rubber goes 
up, at that particular moment, you are im-
porting rubber. If there is much demand. 
we can under tand it. Even then the import 
bould be in a pba e<l manner accord ing 

to the requirement. 

About the demand, gro wer are sayini;:-
one thing, Rubber Board is >.saying some 
other thing and the indmtry is demanding 
something else. Why do you not appoint 
a committee consisting of techniaal expert 
to find out the actual requirement of rub-
ber? The growers are saying that the in-
dustrialists give their demand according to 
their installed capacity, which is never 
utilised. Who is going to estimate all thi ? 
How are you going to find out the actuQI 
requirement? You should import rubber in 
a very cautious manner; otherwise, you 
will ruio the rubber industry. You are rui-
ning lakhs and lakhs of workers and gro-
' e1s, who are solely depending upon this 
industry. How are you going to solve the 
problem? 

According to the cakulations ma.de by 
the Government of lndia by 1990, 1. 76 
thou and tonnes of rubber will have to be 
imported.Why not w tale leps to step up 
the production, The produ tivity in our 
country is very low? This productivity can 
be incrc ~ from the pr :.ent 600 k . to 

800 kg. per hectare. In other countries, they 
are getting a productiop of 1500 kg. per 
hectare. Most of the grower are small 
grower . You have to give them more in· 
centive to increase production. If they fioo 
that it is oot remunerative to cultivate rub-
ber, they will go io for other cultivation. 
1f you want to save the valuable fQreign 
ex ·bange, you have to give more incentives 
to the small g rowers. You can give them 
inputs like fertilisers and insecticides at 
reduced rate . The rubber p lantations a.re 
affected by a certain d i ease, which is wid~ · 
prc~.d. Why ca n't aerial praying be done 

by the R ubber Board? When the apple 
trees were affected by a ertain di ease in 
Kashmir aerial spraying was done free of 
charge . Why do you .not do it in the case 
of r ubber plantations? A helicopter c.an 
be bough t by the Rub er Board and aerial 
·praying can be done, he ausc the disease 
is a widespread one ·and i beyond tbt-
capacity of the grower . 

Even this year, wi thin four months, the 
prod'uction of rubber has gone up by 6000 
tonnes. These are the tatistic given by 
the growers. A nd more plantations are co-
rriin~ up for cropping. Naturally the produc.. 
tion will go up. If you give more incentives, 
our production will go up fu rther. Also 
States like Tripura , K arnataka and Goa; 
where rubber plantation can be produ~d, 
sho'u]d be encouraged to cultivate rubber 
plantation's. So, steps should be taken to 
cultivate more rubber · in our country. I 
understand that there is a new variety of 
plant which is grown in the Maxican desert. 
That car.i also be tried in our country. 
That should be developed. But, instead of 
incre.asing our own production, by giving 
various types of incentives to the cultiva-
tors, you are _planning to increase the 
imports. In fact. you are making calcu-
lations as to how much you will have to 
import iJl tho fut~ years instea.d of find-
ing out ways and muns to step up pro-
duction. You have importen the quantity 
planned for import in June, July and 
August together bee.au ~ the industrialists 

' in the country wanted it. 

Merely appointing a part-limo Chairman 
or Executivo Director is not going to help 
you. That will only complicate matters, and 
that i why we arc oppo ing it. The remedy 
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lies in g1vrng more help and assistance to 
the existing growers and extending cultiva-
tion to other area where it is po sible. 
Attempts should al o be made to iocrea(je 
productivity. These are some of the ways 
'in Wruch W C:lO increase the production 
of rubber. 

· Whenev r big indu trialists make some 
demand, immediately Government acts on 
it. But when s me reasonable demands 
::ire made by the workers, are you serious 
about implementing them? For exarnpl~, 
the workers of Calcutta have been demamJ-
i ng the nationali ru: ion of INCHEK and 
National Rubber. Why can't you do that? 
I u nderstand that the Finance Ministry 
has approved it. It is the Industries Minis-
try, which i standicg in the way. When 
the workers are making this demand for 
the 1a~t so many years, why not concede 
that demand? Why do you drag you; 
feet?, -At the same time, whenever any 
demand comes from the industrialists, the 
Government acts immediately. This is the 
attitutle of th~ Government. If these two 
units are taken ove by the Government, 
the workers have promised to give their 
full co-operation for the efficient running 
of those units. Therefore, you should na-
tionaUse tho e factori~ without any further 

·.delay. 

Let the rubber growers be given more 
incentives . You have to pay attention to 
the welfare measures for the workers. They 
::ire now being paid very low wages. The 
Minimum Wages Act is not being imple-
mented in respect of these workers. You 
have to increase their wages. Some other 
welfare me&iUfC.9 should also be adopted 
for them. If you do all these things, thf: 
workerti will co-operate with you, the pro· 
euction will increase and there will be no 
necessity to import rubber from abroad. I 
will conclude by saying that vou will have 
to change your policy basically ill the bc\t 
interests of the cultivators, which will al!') 
be in the best intercst'S of the country. 

PROF. P. J. KURIEN (M~velikara): 

Since hon. Member, Shrimati Suseela Go-
palan hu referred to many of the relevant 
points, I will not repeat them. In fact, tbe 
o~ject of thii Bill is to change the tun-
time Chairman into a part-time ChairmU\. 

I know the reason and, Sir, you also kno" 
it. In fact, I am n t very much conceraetl 
whether it is n full-t ime Chairman or part· 
time Chairman; you can have whatc er 
you Hke. 

My objection is to the ba ic policy of 
the Government towards growers. I fee l 
that the policy of the Goveroment is detri-
mental not only to the growers but al. c 
to tbe national intere'St itself. This is so 
not only with regard to rubber, but al o 

·with regard to all ca h crops which ' e 
0

are importing or exporti ng. 

Whenever there is a demand from the 
side of ind u try for the import of rub e1, 
immediately Government to ·es a decision 
to import the quantity requi red by the 
industr iali t . That ha been the hi :tory. 
I have nothing against industriali t : But I 
would tell you o ne thing. 

AN HON. MEM BER: Why? 

PROF. P. J. KURIEN : I have nothing 
again'St anybody. Why should I be again '. 
~nybody? But what I mean to aay is th'it 
wh~n we are able to cultivate aod produce 
a commodity in ·the countFy, Why should 
'we encourage its imports? One-tqird of the 
total land of Kerala is suitable for rubber 
cultivation of which thousands of hectare 
are used no.t for rubber cultivation but 
for tapioca cultivation. If the Governmenl 
had pursued a correct policy, rubber pro-
duction in all these years would have becm 
douoled compared to what it is today and 
we would have been able to export rubber. 
Why are we not able to do so? Whenever 
the prico of rubber becomes ttmunerative, 
the industriali-ats will pressurise the Go · 
ernment and the Government will succum l: 
to their pressure and import rubber 
Then suddenly the priee of rubber wiJI 
fall and immediately the arowers Jose Jn· 
tcrcst and there is a decline in production 
So, never in this country the rubber ~ 
wers and those who are interested in ar· 
ting rubber plantations were having thr 
confidence that they can proceed with rub 
ber cultivation and rubber cultivation wil 
be ultimately economically viable. 1'ht 
Government is not able to give them thu 
confidence thAt rubber cultivation will bf 
economically viable. That i! t~ only reuo1 
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why we are still in meed of importing 
rubber. This is a wrong policy pursued la 
the country of Malia:tmaji. We a.re speaking 
of self-reliance, but we have no long-term 
policy for self-reliance. ~Why don't you 
think o.n these lines that if a commodity 
can be produced in this country by giving 
encouragement, even if there is shortage of 

l 

that commodity face that shortaae, increa e 
tbe production and let -us be:; self-reliant? 
Now, what are you doing? You make, a 
stop-g p arrangement. What happened re-
cently? The price of natural rubber wa~ 
Rs. 15 per kilo (literri1.ptions). Yes, it 
was Rs. 1~ per kilo. The Rubber Board 
it elf had c lculi!ted the cost of producti.Y.ri 
of on kilo- of natu11\1 rubber ~nd shown 
it u R . 14 per kilo. That is the calcula-
tion by the Rubber Board. I have read H 
in some documents. Now what happened? 
30,00t> tonnes of rubber have been impor· 
ted, the price of rubber has fallen from 
Rs. 14 a kilo to .R'S. 11 a kifo. For every 
Kg. the cultivator has to lose Rs. 3. Why 
this price has fallen when 30,000 to011es 
of rubber is imported? It is very 'simple 
to _understand. Firstly, your calculation of 
'the , gap between the production and re· 
quiremcnt is not on a sound basis or not 
objectiv~. In Kctala· alone I mow there are 
thousands of hectares · of rubber estates 
which have not registered witb the ·Rubber 
:board and the production is calculated only 
on the basis of the 'land registered with 
the Rubber Boa.rd for rubber cultivation. 
So, your figure of the tota1 production in 
the country is actually less than the figure 
of actual production in the country. 'se-
con ly~ how do you calculate the require-
ments? 

SHRI 'E. BALANADAN (Mukunda-
puram) : They arc calculating imports .on!y. 

PROF. P. !J. KURIBN: Again, for total 
requirement in the country you presume 
tbat every factory has full capacity utilisa· 
tion, but due to power failure or power-
cuts or even strike and other con'straints 
in the industry, it cannot have the full 
capacity ']lrotluction. so-;- on the one side 
requirement i inflated ancf ·:>n the other 
id prod'uction is tleftated. Who is doing 

it? I say H i bureaucracy-whether it is 
S.T.C. or oilier people. rfhey are showing 
tl1i wrong inflated requirement and de· 
flate production. They are showing 

gap of 30,000 to 40,000 tonnes. If there 
is a gap of 40,000 tonnes according to cal-
culation how can the price fall from 
Rs. ·15 to ~- 11/- I have one request to 
make. Before you anive at the require-
ment, you should consult the Rubber Board 
and the re.presentatira of the Rubber 
Growers. You are co.nsulting the indus-
try. I have no objection to it. But in ld-
dition to industry you ~ust consult the 
Rubber Board and the representatives of 
the growers too before importing. 

l have ·to make another point-bow to 
get r:id of the pr~ c.risis? I understand, 
even now people have tarted cutting dow(l 
rubber trees. This has been happening 
every trine. When price is table, there 

]l be imp0~ ind some people will shift 
from rubber to other crop and some will 
cut down the trees. This bas been happen-
ing in Kerala. and even in my Conatituency. 
.You most take m.e &t£ps to prcvemt it. 
If t.he produaion is ~ rfih.er decreased., ·w.e 
rwill ba.ve to make mare imports at tire 
expense of valuable foreign exchange. 
So, production at no nte should decrease. 
My 'Sagaestion i_s, as I understand, Kernla 
State Rubber Cooperative Mariketing Fede-
.ration have approached the Government 
and the ~ubber ·Board that 1they would 
buy rubber at Rs. J 4/- per kg. If thoy 
are given interest free 1021::i. You can 
provide that loan from the pool fund 
of Rubber Board. 'fhey are ha\\ing 
Rs. 20 -9r0Ies as pool fund whic)l is 
not utilised. Till last .y r th.i fund was 
utilised for spraying. La t year spraying 
was also stopped. Act\1al1y it had been 
stopped cfor the last three years. So, this 
·money has accumulated rthere. The money 
i'S about Rs. 20 crores. To ive interest 
free 1 <an to Kerala State Rubber Co-opera· 
tive Marketing Fed ration, the Kerala 
State Gov; rnment, will stand _g r8111tee. I 
would eq_u t you to give a loan of R!I, to 
crore to -.the Kerala State Co-operative 
Marketing Federation so that they will en-
ter the market and purchase rubber at 
Rs. 14/- per kg. Such a step will save the 
present situation. If in any WdY you find 
that t.bis is not feasible, I would request 

,you that you entru t it to the Rnpber Board 
t0 ,Purchase thi rubber at a higher rate. Cn 
additicm whatev.er import is pending that 
should be cancelled fortwith. All pending 
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orders for import should be cancelled. 
Whatever you intend to import hen:after 
bould be done after consultation with all 

interests. I do not want speak more. Bat 
I want to giv~ -you w:e.ming. If you pursue 
this shor·t term policy, tllat is detrimental 
to the whole nation. Production will not 
increalie. There is a vast area which can. 
be cultivated for rubber. But thoge arms 
are not tapped yet The reason · pou ll.fe 
not assuri g a viable ll!'ld economic price 
to farmers.~ ou assure that the price will 
be Rs. 15/- per kg. for the next five years. 
I can tell you "Kerala alone will give you 
treble in the pro.duction--5 lakh tonnes of 
rubber within 10 years. If you declare like 
that, you will be abie to export rubber 
instead of importing. That is what Ui to be 
done in the country of Mahatma Gandhi 
aod by those who are claiming to be fol-
lowers of Mahatma. 

SHRI A. NEELALOHITHADASAN 
NADAR (Trivandrum): T do not want 

to say many words about the Bill because 
already the ism.: has been elaborated here 
by Shrimati Su see la G opalan aml Prof. 
Kurien, and Mr. George Joseph Munoac-
kal is there to speak He i~ an e.lpert in 
the subject. 

Mr. Kurien has pointed out tha t he 
knows why this arr:·::ndment has been 
brought about. But in his present politi-

cal position, he has not explained as to 
why this has been brought. This has been 
brought with a political motive because 

some leader of the Congress-I in Kerala 
has b ... en selected by the Central Party 

Circle to be the Chairman of the Rubber 
Board. He does not want to become a 
full-time. chairman because he m~1y he 
depriv d of hi political office. But he i 
rea y to become a part-Lime Cbnirmnn. 
So, only to suit him, the amendment ba 
been brought forward here. 

AN lfON. MEMBER: He is a part-
tirne Co.flgressman. 

SHR.t A. NEELALOHITHADASAN 
NADAR: Now, he wants to be in th 
part-time job of Rubber Board. No doubt , 
he is a part-time Congressman. This i 
the rroson-political motivation-for which 
the amendment has been bTought fonvard 
here. (Interruptions). 1 am not going 1.0 

name the person, here. Even, we know 
much earlier the n~w Governor of Kcrala 
Who i~ coming. That is our intl!lli2cncc 
workfog against them. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Don't be provok d. 

SHRl A. NEELALOHITHADAS N 
NAD AR: I a m n o t provoked . I um 
reak.ing like this. 

Now the policy regarding rub~r is b -
ins dic tated by the tftg indu rfo Jis . 1 
am told by some friends who are .:.onncct-
ecl ith the rubber growers and who are 
looking afte.r their industries-even the 
Mini~r can look into this stat~m trt-
that most of the family mem bers of the 
highest officials of the Mini try oi 'om-
merce are employed in the indu hies of 
big rubbqr industrialists. So, they ~U'e 

dictating the policy. imilarly, they are 
trying to inflll'.!:nce even the S.T.C. regard-
ing the import of rubber. 

In the original Act1 that is, the Rubber 
Act of 194 7, Section (3-) says: 

"It shall al o be the duty of th 

Board-

(a) to ad vi e the Central Gov rn 
meat on all m tters rel ting to Lh• 
developm~nt of the rubber industry 
including the import and export 

rubb r". 
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imil rly s ction SB says: 
'

1Befor taking any action touchi g 
th affairs of the Boord under this Act, 
the Central Government shall ordinarily 
onsult the Board'' 

May I ask whether any import of rubber 
ha reen done with the concurrence of the 
Rubber Board or on tbe reconime.ndations 
or approval of the Rubber Board. As [ 
have pointed out the oth r day when I 
wa spe king on the I.M.F. l mendment) 
Bill, e en the Finance Minister of Kc.rala 
has stated in his speech at Quilon that 
they are going to agitate against the im-
port of rubber. It is omc other Minis-
ter, th.e Reve.nu~ Mini tcr. I do not know 

bether the Chief Minister h:i :1lso issued 
the statement. So. this issue '>hould be 
seriou ly taken note of. 

Similarly, I am told that ther"' is some. 
lobbying going on. Becau e the STC i~ 

doing the import of rubber, the indu~t~ial

iits are forced to please some official in 
tho Ministry and other people. So, the 
big business houses and multinationals are 
trying to have complete import of rubber 
in their hands. They are lobbying for 
that. Became of the changes in the in-
dustrial policies and programmes of rhc 
Government of India and bec:rn-5e of the 
recent speech of the Finance Mi•1ister in 
the United States and other thin~s, I am 
afraid, even this may be conceded to by 
tho Govemment. So, the national and in-
ternational conspiracy is going on against 
t he rubber growers anct our agricultural 
economy to adopt their policy which may 
suit the big business houses and multina-
tionals in this respect. 

Many other things have been pointed 
out by hon. members. Th price of rub-
b r which was Rs. 16 per kg. has now fal-
1..n to R . 10.50 per k.g. I request the 
Government to sort out some concrete 
programme to encour ge mall growers in 
tbc. rub r indu try. There a~e big grow-
er and small grow r · o( rubb.::r. The 
)mall growers bould be cncoura!?cd be-
::• they are c m l tely di;p nde1 t on 
:he rubkr plantations for their livelihood. 
fhc big grower may be having some other 
v nue of incom al o. So. T would re-

quest the Government to fix ome limit 
for rubber plantatio.ns so that sm 11 gro-
wer are ~lilcoumged. There 'Should be 
some limit fixed for rubber plant tions. 
Such an amendment should be brought 
about under the land reforms. Already, 
the land reforms have taken pince m 
Kerala. But the rubber plantations are 
not included. I would request the Govern-
mrnt of India to use their good offices to 
have rubber plantations al o included in 
the Land Reforms Act. 

With these words, I conclude. 
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349 Rubber (Amc11dme11r) ASVJNA 22 1904 (SAKA) Bill 

6~-1 i:i" T.j.:7 ;:f!!r)!:T;; Cfl°'t ~~' ~ ~ 
srl \iSCf1'111 tfiffi1R"{ '-li"T Qti"CIBIT ~ I \3'ij- m 
~f( Ofi I ( R~Cfi=i Gfi<ITT ~ ~ 61J;- 2 ii" 
~-~'*ca ;fi·foi'~· m ~n: ~ 
~ ~ tn1lf ~ ' tn: ~·m WT faq lft!; 
AilffT <tlT ~ ~WT I w ~ ij- ~~ 
qii ~ ~4 (~11 'hl' m-( C(if'51l~~fecf 
6 14°l:Cfc: <. '-ll"f RlffcRi CfiT ~m tt~ if 
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~'Ji:f GT ~t~ ~ '[f \iffilT 
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~t ~i ~tft ~ iiffiTlll fcfi ~ 
~ ~ ~ it 16, 1 7 <:!~ ~ $ 
~ it 1 8, 1 9 ~- ~ ~ 9;£141 fcie1 ~ 
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'WT"( CfTR tlil:f) 5'1"mw;f \ilfRT 
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~f~it111C1-~ I ~ 00 1f<n ~ ~ 
~fTiffi1-~ if ~~ ~ ci\" ~fu 
~m ~ a<li ~'if lT"f ~ I 
~f,Ui'1i.'1 ~ ~, ~ ~' a~
~T5 ~.,~ Efi~ mR I rrT~~f-5111'11;1-

~ 

~ it ~~1tc;<t~< cfi" ~ra m-
~ ~ t'fi I .;11 '1ft" ~ Clj<ff1fT ~ 
~ ~ c.fi" ,~·-~·1h; el~tfi~ -~ 

cr.r Olicwn Cfir \iffrfT ~~, R;tw 
.... 

~ ~ \3fllG•f ~<:?° ~ I 1979 
if a(<fll~'1 ~H<fii < ~ ~ ~-taj"fClf
*lf~6"1.ffi~ f.:TCfi11;11 m ~ ~ 
~ ~ lJ7.fT tll", ~ ~ {I" 
"Z":ti ~ it CfiftliT <rfu ~ fft" I 

"ft411ft•1 t ~~ if itm ~ 
~ \ifRIT ~ fcfi" ~it ~ efcr 
~· ~ ~ I m~ ~\: tf\ W~&fll" 
ffiti sifetQI C1 ~ if m mii~ 
ffici &<+24'< alff if SI fa-ztti ~fu 
.tfi\: crra- , ~ ~rt cmr s 
~ ~.<tel(( ~ ~ITT , 'lif' r ~ 
~ u-t\1tfVT cf.r m q !tlltlidr a l 
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~ lfiTlf it lfiitGr 4 4 ~ mz 
~~ ~ ~ 70 qif~·cft ~ @ 
~ ~c;1'i" ~ , ~m-~ m fq-~ 
Wf1 ~ *1° 'Ri4lf4\fidl t ·I ~ ~ ~
~ ~Ji" l:tcti' ;rfit I () ~IT \JTJir t ~ 
i:t"Fi'~if t ~ ~ qfu7;rr ~ 
'5trciT ~I ~ ~~ U~TU ~ 
~ q~filt~I ~ ~ ~cft & I ~ 
eIDrru ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~-
lfi'T cG( ·$ ~ 1 "U M1!_5tfi 1 cc fit;'4fr GITTrT 
'fr ~ ij ('fit ( ~if ~ tft I 

~fi;;rf ~m ~ ~'rffr ~ fifi" ~~ 
~~) ~ lfi\ tfr' ~ ~ I ~ 
at'1 'Cf'f°'f ~ ~~ ~tfiT ~T ~ GIT ~ 
~ I ~ m'fifu:r ~ if ij- m~ 
~ :n fifi" lf cf fl f ~ i) tfr' ~Rt "f1f ~ 
~ ~ if1 ~tfifq 'fi1" ~~T 
~ ~ I ~ r.rflrrtt CfIT ~\ 
rn ~G";f ~ ~I ~ il" iRG f~ 
~t ~ I 

~ ~~ ~ \ifm" ~ ~ 
~r R". f~ ~ 10 ~ Wti-
'3'ro~~ ~ l ~ ~fr ~lf'1'1' ~ 
m~·• < ~ ~~ ~ .... ~ . 'ffi'1fi 
~ fl~y•M I ~ ~ ~ f<ti 
~ ~ 'fi1" ifCC, r~ c:r ii" ~n: ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~~ ~Gr!" cF.1- ~ 
~~~ 

~ ~ ~ m~l ff w:r;fl" ~ a
~ica- ~ ~I 

SHRJ; I GEORGE JOSEPH MUN-
DACKAL (Muvattupuzha): I am first of 
all supporting the Rubber (Amendmenl) 
Bill. But I may point out the difficu l-
ties facec l by the mall growers of rn b-
b r. I am repr en ting a constitu ncy 
which is producing the maximum rubber 
in India. 90 per cent of the rubber gro-
wer an poor and marginal cultivators. 

An e tale means a big rubber grower. 
Only a few hundred rubber e ate are 
exi ting. Nearly 90 per cent of the l'Ub-
ber cultivators own l acre or 2 acres or 
3 acres and they a.re just working in 
the fields and arc earning liko the daily 
labour. I request the Minister to show 
some sympathy to the poor and .marai-
nal cuftivators because my con: qboey 
has the maximum of r.ubber pl· ·aJls 
in th,e country. 

The first thing is that rubber was sell-
ing at Rs. 16 a k:g because .rubbt:r pro-
duction in India is far less. Now the 
Rubber Board has tiken up a soh me 
for replanting as well as new p~ting 
and is giving enough subsidy. Fo.r the 
last 2 years so many farmers have taken 
to rubber planting on a large scale. But 
by seeing that the price of rubber J:ws 
come down to Rs. 10. 50 from Rs. 16 
who is going to plant rubber? It is not 
a short-term cultivation. It . is a long-
term cultivation. We have to wait for 6 
to 9 years to get the income. In the 
north if you are cultivating wheat and 
if the price is not good, they will t ke 
to paddy and if paddy is not getting a 
good price, they will take up ground;. 
nut cultivation. Like that they can 
change the crop. But that is .not possi-

' ble in the case of rubber and coconut-
all these are long-term cultivation ·and 
it take 7 to 9 years to get the in9pme . 
Who is going to take the r~k and 
who is gojOg to invest large amount of 
money on these plantations? 

In calculating the C()St of rubber pro-
duction, we have to calculate the cost 
of the land. If somebody invests mo-
ney, he must at least get 8 to 10 per 
cent return on that. You must consi-
der all these things. What happens now 
is that rubber was imported in the month 
of September which was tbe peakest 
period for rubber production in India. In 
the peak production time, imported rub-
ber is distributed. Now, nobody is tbere 
to purchase the Indian rubber. It can.not 
be stored for more than six months as 
otbenvise it will be poil d. Tts elasticity 
will be Io t. So, my reque t to the Mi~ 
nister i to find out a remedy to save the 
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one and a half Jakhs cultivators on whom 
depend nearly three lo four lakbs of wor-
kers in this industry. We are of cour e 
paying them the. minimum wa ges as per 
the Factories and Minimu.f!l Wages Acts. 
Labour charges are the maximum in 
Kcrala. I request the Minister to m ake 
u e of the Rubber Pool Fund. As Prof. 
Kurien said, more than Rs. 20 crores are 
tbere in this Fund. You have to invest 
that money either through the marketing 
federation or through Rubber Board or 
through the STC. Purchase of the surplus 
rubber must be made from the market ,, 
and that shouh.J be stored for consump-
tion in the lean month . The point is 
that the purchased rubber should be dis-
tributed in the lean months to t11e fac tory 
owners. What happen now is that fac-
tory owners ay they require more rub-
ber. Rubber plantation is going on. But 
in one state there may be a power cut 
:mu in another State there may be a lock-
Oll~ or strike. In the meantime rubber 
production may be going up. Before In-
dependence, for example, it was 50,000 
tonnes only. Now it has gone up to more 
than one and a half lakb tonnes . When 
plantation for production of rubber has 
gone up like that, I would request the 
Minister to give bonus to Rubber Board 
St::iff. Why can't you give bonus to the 
staff of the Rubber Board like Coffee 
Board? If you give them bonus, they will 
surely cooperate with you. We lo e a lot 
of foreign exchange. We can save that. 
As Prof. Kurien s::iid, we can also export 
rubber in the near future. If only we 
assure a fair price for the rubber. in the 
next few years, there will be more and 
more of rubber plantations. The Rubber 
Board is encouraging the new rubber 
plantations scheme and, as a re_sult, more 
rubber plantations are increasing fast. 

Phythathora di ease is there. Abollt 
three years back they had stopped paying 
the subsidy for spraying. Sub idy should 
be given to tb small growers. Large gro-
wers are not eligible for the sub idy for 
spraying. I request the Minister to con-
tinue the subsidy scheme. Rubber is to be 
released from the buffer tocks only in 
the Jean months. What happen now 
js that imported rubber is old il) th~ 

month of September which is the p akest 
production ea oa. That is why th:! trou-
ble ba come. The poor pe pie arc 
struggli ng for tJ1eir xi tence by di. posing 
of their rubb r at lowe t price. Thi is 
not a commodity which can be stock.cd 
long. 1 reque t the Mini ter to ru h t 
tbe market to s::ive the poor and m rginal 
cult ivators. I do not want to c.li ·turb 
the factorie . The excise duty on lorry 
tyre and rnbber products is very h avy. 
I request the Minister to use his iaOuence 
to reduce this duty so that th rnb er 
prod ucts can come into lhe market. Very 
cheap rubber is a foreign exchange aving 
commodity. 1f the production is I s we 
arc los;ng heavi ly th' foreig n exchan c. 
by importing rubber. 

T request the Minisler to rush to the 
market and purchase the surplu · rubbct 
10 save the poor cultiva.lors. 

~'T i1r1"r~ qiif c~ ( orur) 
~a' J:f€1G4, lf" ~;i I 4Efi I W~Efi' lffi'Zf 

~T ~<ll ~ ~ I CR'!" « ~ 
~ ~ :q:qf €!' ~ ~ I ~gcf 
~ mm ~ :q-:qi if miT fu"lrr ~ m~ 
~ m-m ~ ~ ~ fin" tfli cm-
~4 (ij;r m ~ ~, ~ m w 
~~r~wf~~ctf\" 
~ f ~1 irmr ~m 1 tf l ~cn: 
tj'ITT ~~ f~ lf~~ « miI ~ . 

w U\i4" « lt 'q"f mffi ~ ·' Ef1't mti 
~ fl~I (115? if 1J.Gti ~~ st!: ~-
j>;ft <iRT m~ ctirrcn, ~ SJFT 
"~ m~r" ~ ~ lITf.f q.f ~a 
~ q:; ~i c.•n ;;r c: , al" •w•1'11 ll ~ \if!" 
~ ~ ~ m 9;1"4":t r~ f<=r~~ 

ft;rlr( ~:rr ~11: ~T m.m i{TfT , ~ 
~ q,c ~ ~ ll {:OH w fG<.Tr 1 

~f\jf~~~·~~~ 
~ cffl" m Efi"'<al €!' lli ~I 
~I m>rf l lf~ lf{ "(af"{ ;f,r i"ffi 
~~,~~~ '~ 
~ a <Cfll < tfl" iftfd' ~. Pffi ~ 
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[ ~) :if rr\T'f qf~] 
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Ch1' 'efir l1 ..ft ~ c€t ~ ~ ~ 
~T ~ I 'i~I (ltS<} ~ t:t'li' ~ '511' 
~ ~ '{I~ f~ ~ q~eMJl 
~ iT ~~ ~ 'J!11 iT ~ cm-
ij'fiddl ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ 
~ '11"T ~ ~ fu"Q;, fC4~l~~< 'fim: 
~ 'U'1ll m-xr ~ fuiz ~ar ~ fq '&4Ter 
~, ~ f'ititlAT cti m ~ •wictt1i.,-

m-t- ~ cit ~ ~ Cfft' m ~ 
~~~~~~~~~ 
~~ iT {l~ ~ ~a- ~ I ~ 
~ ITT lf.~ ~m ~ ~ f!fi <fll~ 
iT ~lfr#t'm~~~~ 
~ ~ ~ Cfi1" ~T'+I' ~ ij''-'lffi' ~ I 

~·.r !lL~ iT Cfi~ ~ fcti ~· ~ 
~~~~r~ I~) +r~~ 
<fil ~(T ~r ~ ~ ~ iT ~ 
=q-~ I \311 ~ ITTOO ~ \jf) icFfr-
Cfi(1 ~~B"tfi ~ Trr<fil ~ q;~ ~ ..,, 
m4;; ~F ;p:rr \ifT~ ITT ~ iifli CfiT 

f~m ~~ ~ ~ ~) ~CfiITT ~' \3"ij" 

if lRG fir~ ~ITT ~ I 

;t· ~~ m- 'q"f~ ~ f<fi ~~ f<fim<=ft 
<fit ij'~ml m~;:ft ~ ~l~ Trr<fiT 

~fafrJfa- 'iTT ~ q)i ~ ~~ ~ 1 

~ Q:T War ~ Cf)fif ~ 'fr~ \311 
~~ ~, ;:;fl" "(~ Cf)l ~~;; Cfi{a-
~' ~:vnr >ifrrf;;fu m "(~ ~i ~ 
~'1T "'llfQif I 

SHR1MATI GEETA MUKHERJEE 
(Panskura): Sir, enough has been said by 
the hon. Members on the Rubber (Am-
endment) Bi11, 1982. I support the idea 
expressed by Shrimati Suseela Gopalan. 
Jn thi s connection, I have only to say 
that taking advantage of the discussion 
on Rubber Board, through the Commerce 
Minister, I request the Minister for In-
dustry to nationalise the National Rub-

ber Company which has already been 

taken over by the Government. It is no 
use wasting money on that after it is 
taken over and keeping it in that way for 
a long time. So also, the Incheck Tyre 
Company should also b nationalised . 
That is my reqoest. 
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~ ~ .. tor ~ ~11TT ( 1nvrr) : 
~er it~C:ll, ~ ~r at=lrcr~ 

m ~ fcfi ~ 1!~ ~~ CfiT ~crm 
~ ~ I ~ ij'~ ~· f<i) wn: 
~ ~ iJil" ~ f~ Q)m m 
~r<fcli"T ~ ti & <ISi 1'11' &Tffi' t it\r 
~ it' ~w m ijCf)T ~ fct1' ~ ~ 
if;)~Cf\T~~~ I ~c;f" 

itit $ ~Ff ~ ~ JTf..-a<if cITT fcii" 
mer ~ \JfT ~ ~ ~' ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~~~ll ~ ~ ~ 
~ if m \if'rij" ~ I fu+rJ1T ~~T <i)~ 

\WtiT ~~ m ~ I ~c m"Cfi 

'411S1Ji·Cfc:;_~ i:i° rr~ ~T ~ ~ : 

''The Rubber Act, 1947, provides 
for the development of the rubber in-
dustry. Section 4 of the Act gives the 
constitution of the Rubber Board. By 
virtue of the provisions of clause (a) 
of sub-section (3) of section 4, a whole-
time officer is appointed as Chairman 
of the Board by the Central Govern-
ment". 

CF~ ij- ~ Cfi"( ~Tq ~1-0: ~ ~ ? ~c: 
~ ~~ ~~ \T\Jf"\if" ~ ~ 

" 
~ fu1siT ~ : 

"the Chairman is to be appointed by 
the Government." 

There is no question of part-time or full 
time. He is simply to be appointed. lt says 
that the Officer is being appointed Section 
4 sub-clause (3) (a) does not ~ay .about 
any officer. Now what are. the reasons for 
appointing the Director-General? 

~~ F~ C!\ ~n:rr ~ f <i) ~ra ~~ 

CfiT~~n:~~,~~ ·r ~ .... ~ Q\fo1 cfi! <!4 6Tll ~c:: < ~rrnpr ~ ~ 1-s 

q"t m :cm1rn ~ CfiT ~ ~n: ~ 
~ I ~ ~ ~f!lnl'~ 

ah'll { s ~ ~ I re if 91~ itm ~ 

·•According to the pr ent cale of 
pay which i R . 20 -2250, the ex-

pendjtur on account of his pay and 
allowances as Executive Director shall 
be approximately be Rs. 40,000 per 
annum". 

~ li"Sl tSI a I~~ ~ ~fuitfi~« ~ 
"' Q;•\lil <fll ITT ~n:rm~ ctf1" I fCfi~ 

C'\ 

~c CfiVfT ~ ~ I ~ ~·c: 
~ Cl}( Wfia- ~ ? ~ ~cm;f ~ : 

Consultation with the Board: 

"Before taking any action touching 
the affairs of the Board under tbis- Act, 
the Central Government shall ordinarily 
consult the Board." 

(Interruptions) 

m ~r 46csrn: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~T mi ~ Cf.~T ~ fcti" ~ u Cfinr 
~lt(~<i ~ iTCfi 'f@ ~ ~ ~ ? 
ll1 ~ ~ o~ B" "finT ~ <fi"{ 

~ ~ 9fr{ ~ fCf<fi1'ff Efi" f~ ~ 
~ ~ ? w ~)-{ Q: rn 51~ csrfi 
~ q~ij' f<fim ~ q-ri ~ ~if 
~T, ~~ ~1'\JfT<l rrfccr ~llf °t"fc:: < ~ - "' "' 
~? 

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair] 

15.56 hrs. 

Then, please see to the constitution of 
the Board. It is mentioned in the Act 
apart from others that the Board shall 
consist of: 

" ... three members of Parliament of 
whom two shall be elected by the 
House of the People and one by the 
Council of States ... 

... ten members Lo be nominated by 
the Central Government, of whom two 
shall repre ent the manufacturer and 
four laboures ... 

.... eight members to represent the 
State of Kerala, six of whom hall be 
person repre enting the rubber pro-
ducing intere t-s, three of sacb six b~
ing persons repre enting the mall gro-
wers." 

MR. DEPUTY-SP AKER: Plea con-
-elude now, 
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SHRJ MOOL CHAND DAGA: Many 
hon. Members have spoken on so many 
points, which may not be that relevant. 
But when I am speaking on tbjs Bill and 
confining myself to the Bill, you want 
me to cone I ude. 

AN. HON. MEMBER: Please allow 
him to continue. 

PROF. MADHO DANDAVATE (Ra-
japur): He 
from that 

is a goal keeper who goals 
side. Pleese al low him .... 

(lnterrupl ions). 

SHRT MOOL C HAND DAGA: There 
are 25 members of the Board and forty-
six sittings have taken place in one year. 

1ZCfi ~<= m ~ ir~ f;;utir mm ~ 
~ f<ti«T ~ ~cf·'.3f fcfim ~ f<tl ~i 
<ITT' <ti I 4 ell@ ifc1:i rr@ ~ ~ ~ 
~ Gl"f,g ctiT m ~~ fCfcfiT~ ~ fult 
1ZCfi ~ 'J;i"!f;B"~ Cfi1' ~ ~ ? 

Already there are two officers. What 
will be the functions of those officers? 
One is the Rubber Production Commi ·io-
ncr and the other is the Secretary. The 

Act says: . 

"The Central G vcrnment shall ap-
point a Rubber Production Commis io-
ner to exerci c such powe and per-
form such duties under the direction of 
the Board as may be prescribed." 

What are the-functions of the Rubber 
Production Commissioner? Rubber Pro-
duction Commi ·sioner is there, Secretary 

is there and you want n new man. For 
what purpose? What are the qualifica-
tions of that person? 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAK~ 
mon; tiJne do you reqnire? 

How much 

SHRJ MOOL CHAND DAGA: Ten 

minutes. 

16 hrs. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr. Daga, 
if you can help it is possible. The Mi-
ni ter wants only ten minutes to reply. 

SHRC MOOL CHAND DAGA: After-
all, when l am talking on the Bill, how 
will it be po sible? 

MR. D E PUTY-SPEAKER: Mr. Daga, 
the Minister .says that all th e points 
which you are going to rai se, be knows 
them. 

SHRl MOOL HA.ND DAGA: Sir, he 
can understand anything. That I know. 
But what I am putting, let me just say. 
Give me time now or else I am prepared 
to finish it tomorrow. There is no harm. 

THE DEPUTY MlNISTER IN TH E'. 
MINIST RY OF RAILWAYS AND IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI MALLlKAR-
J UN): Sir, kindly let him fi nish today. 

MR. D EPUTY-SPEAKER: He wants 
it to be continued tomorrow. Mr. D aga, 
I. will give you some other chance. Let 
us complete this Bill. 

SHRl MOOL CHAND DAGA: I don't 
require chance. T have my own way of 
dealing with things. I don't require 
chance. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: All right, 
we will continue tomorrow. Only if the 
Hou e agrees, I would ask the Minister 
to reply. There is no que tion of ma-
jority or minority in this. I will a k the 
consent of the H ou ·c and if the Honse 
agree1:1 we will ask the Minister to reply. 
The Minister s3ys he will take ten minu-
te , then we will take up the :Sill. 



3~1 Rubber (Amendment) ASViNA 22, i904 (SAKA} 
i Bill 

~ 

SHRI NATHU RAM MIRDHA (Na-
gaur): We don't agree. What is the 

hurry? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MlNISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRl 
SHIVRAJ V. PATIL): Sir, this is a very 

. simple BH4~ For three days we have been 
sitting here. There is no hurry, but I 

shall have some other work in some other 
House. That is my difficulty. 

SHRJ NATHU RAM :MlRDHA: We 
can tnke this up tomorrow or day after 

tomorrow. What is the hurry? 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Agreed. 
Mr. Daga is suppoShl to have concluded 
his speech. The Minister will reply the 

next day. 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA: No, 
I have not concluded my spl.!ech. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: YoL1 will 

reply the next day. Discu sion on this is 
over. 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA: No, 
I will be speaking on the Bill. I have 
not concluded my speech. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: How long 

will you take? 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA: I will 
take even 0 r eight minutes tomorrow. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: All right 
five mi.nutes have been granted. Tomor-
row you can continue. 

16.03 hrs 
,. 

DISCUSSION ON FLOOD AND 
DROUGHT SITUATION IN 

VARfOUS PARTS OF 
THE COUNTRY 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now dis-
cussion under Rule 193. Shri Harikesh 
Bahadur will raise a discussion on the 
statements made by the Minister of Irri-
gation and Minister of Agriculture and 
Rural Development in the House on 4th 
October, 1982 regarding flood and dro-
ught situation in va.rious part of the 
country and the steps taken by Govern-
ment io that behalf. 
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