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for the proposed
steel Plant in Orissa
(St,)
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17.02 hrs.

STATEMENT RE. CHANGE OF
SITE FOR THE PROPOSED STEEL
PLANT IN ORISSA,

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRIES OF INDUSTRY
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
CHARANJIT CHANANA). As the
Hon'ble Members are aware, Govern-
ment of India had decideq to locate
the second new steel plant at Para-
dip in Orissa.  Further examination
of ihe meteorological data have bro-
ught out the following unfavourable
factors for locating the steel plant at
Paradip:

(a) design  parameters would
have to withstand 3 wind velocity
of 250 KPH as against 170 KPH
envisaged earlier;

(b) sand filling winl have to bhe
7 metres against 3 metres consider-
ed necessary earlier; and

(c) consequential infrastructural
investment of a substantial dimen-
sions to ensure proper alingment for
the road and rail network leading
to Paradip.

In view of the above, Government
have decided to change the site to a
place in Daitari region about 120 Kms
inland in Orissa State. Considerations
ot logistics and safety, substantial
savings in infrastructural costs, eco-
nomijes in cost of site pmparati'on and
recurring cost over the life of the
plant would justify this change. This
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decision will not result in any delay
in the time schedule for the construc-
tion of the steel plant :

17.03 hrs.

DISCUSSION RE. REMUNERATIVE
PRICES FOR POTATOES TO GRO-

WERS. e
MR. CHAIRMAN: Prof. Madhu
Dandavate, »
PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:

(Rajapur) Sir, at the very outset I
must express our gratitude that when
both the sections of the House strongly
pleaded for discussion being admitted
cn the subject of remunerative prices
for agricultural produce, the Hon.
speaker promptly conceded the de-
mand and allowed discussion on the
subject under Rule 183.

During the discussion on he sub-
ject, I am quite conscious of the fact
that 1 am raising the discussion on a
problem that is of great importance
to the peasintry who are engaged on
agricultural production and particu-
iarly this year has been described as
the “Year of Productivity” and, as
if to anlicipate the announcement of
this ‘Year of Froductivity’, the agri-
culturists have tried their best to
augment their production . It is ex-
pected that this year the production
of potatoes might be ten per cent
more compared to last year's produc-
tion That means, we can very well
estimate that production of wpotatoes
may cross even the hundred lakh
tonnes. More than z hundred lakh
tonnes of potato will be produced
and 50 per cent of this production
will be from U.P, particularly, Farru-
khabad happens to be an important
centre as far as vroduction of pota-
toes ig concerned.

AN. MON. MEMBER:
Pradesh.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 1
have said ‘partjcularly’; I have said
that 50 per cent of the production
would come from U.P. It is, therefore,
quite clear that the production of the
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other 50 per cent will be spread over
other areas. It is simple arithmatic.

As far as this burning problem of
assuring remunerative price to the
agriculturists who produce potato
igs concerned, I think, the very
concepl of remunerative prices has to
be properly reviewed. I do not think
that the concept of remunerative
prices can be linked up only to a par-
ticulay quantum of price. If we just
consider that a particular quantum of
price is a remunerative price for 3
potato, when the situation changes in
terms of inputs and in terms of other
circumstances, that very quantum of
remunerative price will have to be
changed. Therefore we cannot treat
the very concept of remunerative
price as an absolute concept. What is
more important and more significant
that s particular quantum of price
is that the remunerative prices of
potatoes should be linked up with
the cost of production involved, Un-
less you link up the remunerative
price with the cost of production it
may happen that one who produces
more might be punished for that
productivity. And I hope that this
will not happen in our country.

As far as potato production is
concerned, it is concentrated in cer-
tain areas, There is a certain degree of
local consumption and if you look
at the marketable surplus of pota-
to production, there being a gap
between local consumptton in  the
areas in which potatoes are produced
and the marketable surplus, the pro- °
blem of transport becomes extreme-
ly important, ~ Unfortunately, at a
time when the production of potatoes
has gone up and this year as I said,
it is likely to go beyond even a
hundred lakh tonnes—at this very
time. we are facing the strike by the
motor-operators. That constraint is
there. Whatever was produced was
dumpeq for some time. (Interrup-
tions) I may tell my colleagues rhat
the strike by the operatorg has not
been ended every where: in some
localities it is still continuing There-



