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To be good cheers and bclicve that
we are selected by the Lord to do great
thing and we will do that. Hold your-
self in readiness. Be pure and holy.
Love for lover’s sake and love the poor
and be miserable to the downtrodden.
God bless you.
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18.01 hrs.

STATEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER
RE HER FORTHCOMING VISIT TO
CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

MR. SPEAKER : The Prime Minis-
ter to make a statement.

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI-
MATI INDIRA GANDHI) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, Hon. Members know of
the proposal for my visits to Libya,
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Tunisia, Algeria and Egypt. This was in
response to invitations which had been
extended and accepted a long time ago.
Libya and Tunisia have not been . visited
by any Indian President or Prime Minis-
ter, and they have been reminding us
that such visits were overdue.

These four are important member of
the world community and prominent
in the Non-Aligned Movement. We
have had always close relations
with them and have shared assess-
ments with them oa important inter-
national developments. We also have
increasing mutually advantageous ¢co-
nomic relations with these countries.
The object of my visits was to strengthen
our bilateral relations as also to discuss
cousses of action regarding the deterio-
ration of the situation n West Asia
and clsewhere. Inspitc of the impor-
tarce of the subjects to be discussed,
since the House is in session and events
in our country nced close watch, the
stay in each country was anyhow to be
very short, a day or two in each capital.

Owing to the situtation in Punjab,
we did consider postponment of these
visits. However, it was felt that it was
too late to cancel the visits to Libya
and Tunisia which are to being
tomorrow. It has now been decided to
visit these two counfries from the 7th to

- 9th April and to postpone the visits to

Algeria and Egypt for the time being.

The Governments of Algeria and
Egypt have been most understanding
and have agreed to my coming at a
later date soon. We are grateful to
them for their helpfulness.

The House knows that wherever I

" am, I am kept in constant touch with

developments at home and receive all
essential papers. It is my sincere hope
that all sections of the people of Punjab
will work together for countering the
distrust and violence.

It will be my privilege to carry the
greetings and good wishes of the Indian

- people and of their elected represen-
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decision to impose military rule in Jaffna and killings af Tamilians there (Dis.)—Conid.

[Shrimati Indira Gandhi]

tatives in this august Housc to the
Governments ond peoples of Socialist
Peo;i:’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and
the Republic of Tunisia.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE
(Rajapur) : Bon voyage.

—— e ——

18.05 hrs.

DISCUSSION RE SITUATION
ARISING OUT OF REPFOR-
TED DECISION OF TIIE
GOVERNMENTY OF SRI
LANKA TO IMPOSE MILI-
TARY RULE IN JAFFNA
AND RENEWED SPATE OF
KILLINGS OF TAMILIANS
OF INDIAN ORIGIN LIVING
IN SRI LANKA—(CONTD).

MR. SPEAKER : We will continue
with the discussion under Rule 193,
Shri Kabuli to continue his speech.
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