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MR SPEAKER: If the Govern
ment wants to make a statement, I 
have certainly no objection, but I 
think you should give them time to 
find out what is happening there. I 
won*t ask him to reply now. If some
thing happens in Pakistan, I don’t 
think we should take very keen in
terest in it in this House.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA 
(Begusarai): The Minister agrees.

MR. SPEAKER: If he agrees, I have 
no objection.

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ
PAYEE): Mr. Speaicer, Sir. Now that 
1h* point hag been rnised in the House, 
I would like to confirm that a Pakistan 
^adio announcement today quoted a 
statement by a military spokesman 
',SSu*d in Rawalpindi that the Armed

Forces of Pakistan took over control 
of the administiation of the country 
this morning. The spokesman stated 
that top political leaders belonging to 
the Pakistan Peoples* Party including 
former Prime Minister Mr. Bhutto and 
the PNA leaders have been taken into 
“ temporary protective custody'’. The 
spokesman said the siluatioi in Pakis
tan is normal and peace and tranquil
lity prevail everywhere.

While naturally wp fodow events *n 
our neighbouring countries witl; inte
rest, I would like to reiterate that 
these developments are an internal 
affairs of Pakistan. India has consis
tently followed a policy of non-inter
ference in the domestic affairs of other 
countries. The House is aware that 
after assuming o'Mce, this Govern
ment has publicly reaffirmed the 
policy of seeking good neighbourly re
lations with all countries in the region 
so that peace and stability may prevail 
in the sub-con rfnent.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
I would like a clarification. The Hon. 
Minister was p1-eased to say that they 
have heard a broadcast fronr. Kaato 
Rawalpindi: nas not our High Com
mission in Pakistan informed us about 
the developments there?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: 
Not yet.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
Have you made any enquiries?

MR. SPEAKER: There will be no dis 
cussion now and question?.


