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ver^e lot closure. So I wish to draw 

tite attention of the Government to

thi3 aspect. The matter reads like 

thi*:

Early last year the Government of 

India by Notification imposed heavy 

increases in the export duties on seve­

re I plantation crops like cardamom, 

coffee and tea. This was done to se­

cure for the exchequer some share of 
the boom in the prices that these 

commodities were enjoying in the 

foreign markets and also to benefit 

the internal consumers by exorcising 

s check on the local market, it was 

in appreciation of this that the duty 

on coffee was substantially reduced. 
Bui not such c.ut has been effected 

regard to tea. The price of tea, both 

within the country and outside, ha?

• down steeply. Already it has 

*;>■ ..in affecting the day to day work 

■?r the tea estates.

The industry employs over one mil­

lion workmen and any economic 

hardship on the plantation will have 

its immediate adverse effect on the 

employment position. I would there­

fore appeal to the Minister of Com­

merce and Industry to rtcamine this 

question afresh and evolve a satisfac­
tory solution.
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