343 Matters Under
Rule 377

(vi) Need for investigation into recent
fires at Dhampur open cast coal mine,
Sahedol District, Madhya Pradesh
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(vii) Direct Rail Link needed between
Talcher and Sambalpur, Orissa.

SHRI RASABEHARI BEHERA
(Kalahandi) : An improved direct RailLink
between the Eastern and Western parts
of the State of Orissa is a crying need of
the day from the view of sicio-economic
benefits.  Movements  of the mineral
resources and other raw materials suffer
due to lack of adcquate direct rail com-
munication between this region and
other parts of Orissa.”

The Government of Orissa has been
urging the Railway Minister to cons*
truct a direct rail link between Sambal-
pur and Talcher. This ncw rail link
waould (i) open a very rich hinterland for
the Paradeep Port. Simultancously re-
ducing the distance between Bhubane-
swar and Sambalpur by 470 Kms. (ii)
connects Rourkela—Bhilai and Raipur
industrial belt with Paradeep, (iii) serve
as a direct route between the Alumina
Complex at Koraput and the smelter at
Talcher, and (iv) give easy access of
the Talcher Coalfields whose estimated
reserve is 38,000 mt,

The National Transport Poliey
Committee in their report have very ri-
ghtly emphasized the role of rail links
in creating new growth centres.

A new line connecting Talcher to
Sambalpur will reduce the distance from
Cuttack and Bhubaneswer to Delhi sub-
stantially and at the same time relieve
congestion on saturated section between
Cuttack and Kharagpur to Tatanagar.

In view of this, I demand that im-
mediate steps  should be taken for the



