313 Matter Under

While the prospects for the entire
country are quite glomy, the situation
is much more alarming in XKerala
with its low average productivity,
poor quality of the product, highest
cost of production, heaviest taxburden
and incessantly rising wage ., And
the unavoidable result has been that
a good number of estates have already
closed down and & growing number
is sliding into the red, broken down
with unbearable burden of arrears of
taxes and wages.

A confrence of the parties was re-
cently convened in New Delhi by the
Commerce Ministry and gome pro-
posals are reported to hava been dis-
cussed. But no concrete steps have
s0 far been adopted. The need of the
hour is quick adoption and speedy ‘m-
plementation of a8 comprehensive
package of relief measures both by
the State Government of Kerala as
well ag the Centre, Further indeci-
sion and delay in this respect s
bound to cause irreparable damage to
the plantations, especially those in
Kerala and result in tens of thousands
of workmen and their families who
belong to the lowest strala of s»ciety
being deprived of their only means
of livelihood. And let it be remember-
ed, unlike in other industries, the tea
estates once closed and left idle will
within a short time and turn them-
selves into jugles entailling colossal
expenses for clearing, weeding prun-
ing, manuring, etc. and a waiting
period of gseveral weeks to go into pro-
duction again.

It is time for immediate attention
and remedial action on a wide front.

(viii) NEED FOR ABOLITION OF CONTRA-
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