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 The  Lok  Sabha  met  at  twenty  minutes
 past  thirteen  of  the  Clock

 [MR.  SPEAKER  in  the  Chair}

 MR.  SPEAKER:  ।  wouldliketoextenda
 very  warm  welcome  to  all  of  you.

 MEMBERS  SWORN

 Shrimati  Sukhbuns  Kaur  (Gurdaspur)

 ShviRaghunandan  Lai  Bhatia  (Amritsar)

 ShriSurinder  Singh  Kairon  (Tarn  Taran)

 Shrimati  Santosh  Chowdhary  (Phillaur)

 Shri  Kama!  Chaudhary  (Hoshiarpur)

 Shri  Harchand  Singh  (Ropar)

 Shri  Sant  Ram  Singla  (Patiala)

 ShriGurcharan  Singh  Galib  (Ludhiana)

 Shri  Gurcharan  Singh  Dadahoor
 (Sangrur)

 Shri  Kewal  Singh  (Bhatinda)

 Shri  Jagmeet  Singh  Brar  (Faridkot)

 92]

 13.30  hes.

 President's  Address

 [English)

 SECRETARY-GENERAL:  |  beg  to  lay
 on  the  Table  a  copy  of  the  President's
 Address  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  as-
 sembled  together  on  the  24th  February,
 1992,

 [Placed  in  Library,  See  No.  LT-1254/

 PRESIDENTS  ADDRESS

 Hon'ble  Members,

 ।  welcome  you  to  this  first  session  of
 Parliament  in  1992  and  wish  you  the  very
 best  for  the  successful  compietion  of  the
 budgetary  and  legislative  business  ahead.  |
 extend  a  special  welcome  to  the  new  men-
 bers  from  Punjab.

 2.  The  Government had  given  an  assur-
 ance  that  elections would  be  held  in  Punjab
 in  February,  1992.  Despite  many  serious
 problems,  this  assurance  has  been  fullfitied.
 Members  are  aware  that  the  State  of  Punizh
 has  been  facing  terrorist  violence  fog  ihe
 past  decade  and  many  innocent  fives  have
 been  lost.  The  brave  people  of  Punjab  उ8-
 serve  to  be  congratulated  for  the  courage
 they  have  displayedin  re-affisming  their  faith
 in  the  democratic  process  and  in  the  abiding
 values  of  secularism  and  nationhood.  The
 Government  is  committed  to  finding  a  just
 and  amicable  solution  to  all  the  ou'standing
 issues  in  Punjab.  The  Rajiv-Longowal  Ac-
 cord  was  a  step  in  this  direction.  The  pres-
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 ence  of  elected  representatives  will
 strengthen  a  meaningful  dialogue  and  the
 participation  in  the  process  of  all  sections  in

 3.  The  involvement  of  forces.  across  the
 border  in  aiding,  arming and  providing  logis-
 tic  support  to  the  terrorists  in  Kashmir  is  now
 weil  known.  Pakistan  has  continued its  mas-
 sive  propaganda  and  disinformation  cam-
 paign  to  defame  India  and  to  divert  world
 a@tention  from  its  overt  and  covert  support  to
 terrorism.  Terrorist  action  has  taken  a  heavy
 toll  of  innocent  lives.  For  over  two  years  the
 normal  lite  of  the  people  in  the  State  has
 been  dislocated.  A  section  of  the  population
 fas  been  forced  to  flee  and  State  and  take
 shelter  outside.  No  doubt  all  efforts  are
 being  made  to  take  care  of  the  needs  of
 those  who  have  migrated,  but  the  solutionto
 the  problem  lies  in  their  return  to  thelr  own
 homes  where  they  can  be  resettled  safely.

 4.  Government  has  launched  a  massive
 opetation  against  the  terrorists  with  the  help
 of  the  Anny.  All  our-efforts  have  been  made
 to  stop  border  infiltration. The  recent  efforts
 by  terrorists  to  make  massive  intrusions
 across  the  Line  of  Control  created  a  serious
 threat  to  peace in  that  area.  Action,  though
 belated,  on  ihe  ground  by  Pakistan  and
 diplomatic  moves  by  the  Government  suc-
 ceeded  in  meeting  this  grave  threat.  Some
 groups  of  terrorists  have  surrendered along
 with  their  arms.  Discussions have  been  held
 in  different fora  to  activate a  meaningful
 interaction  with  the  people.  The  Govern-
 ment  is,  at  the  same  time,  continuing  its
 efforts  at  increasing the  pace  of  economic
 development  in  the  State  and  expanding
 employment  opportunities.  An  Advisory
 Council  has  also  been  set  up  at  the  State
 level.  Government would  be  willing  to  con-
 sider  any  dialogue  within  the  framework  of
 the  Constitution to  restore  normaicy.

 5.  In  theeastern pert  of  the  country,  the
 Army  had  to  be  deployed  in  Assam  from
 September,  1991  to  restore  peace  and  nor-
 maicy.  The  security  forces  have  appre-
 hended  a  number  of  ULFA  activists  and
 seized  their  weapons.  Some  activists  have
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 also  surrendered  voluntarily.  ULFA has  re-
 leased  all  hostages  and  has  unilaterally
 declared  the  suspension  of  its  agitation.
 ULFA  has  shown  willingness to  hold  nego-
 tiations  with  the  Government to  find  an
 amicable  solution  to  the  problems  of  Assam
 within  the  framework  of  the  Constitution.
 The  army  operations  in  Assam  have  been

 oe
 pending  a  dialogue  with  the

 6.  A  close  watch  is  being  kept  on  the
 situation  arising  out  of  the  Ram  Janma
 .  Masjid  dispute.  Govern-
 ment  has  enacted  legislation to  maintain  the
 Status  quoofthe  othere  places  of  worship as
 they  existed  on  15th  August,  1947.  Action
 has  been  complete  to  set  up  a  Foundation
 for  Communal  Harmony  to  take  care  of
 children  of  families  affected  by  communal
 violence.  One  of  the  commitments  of  the
 Government  was  to  establish  a  composite
 Rapid  Action  Forceto  quell  communal  riots.
 All  necessary  decisions  in  this  regard  have
 been  taken.  The  Force  has  been  raised.

 7...  ॥  would  be  recalled  that  in  the  last
 session,  Parliament has  met  along  standing
 cemand  of  the  people  by  enacting  Segisla-
 tion  to  give  the  Union  Territory  of  Deihi  a
 Legislative  Assembly  and  a  Council  of  Min-
 isters.  Government  has  initiated  steps  for
 delimiting  constituencies  with  a  view to  hold-
 ing  early  elections.

 8.  Inmy  last  address,  ।  had  spoken  of  the
 needtotakehard  decisionsto  overcomethe
 grim  economic  situation  confronting  the
 country.  The Government has  moved  swiftly
 to  deal  with  the  crisis.  The  balance  of  pay-
 ments  problem  has  been  successfully
 handied.  Our  reserves  of  foreign  exchange
 today  stand  at  over  Rs.  10,000  crores.  We
 have  redeemed  the  gold  we  had  pledged,
 and  arrested  the  outflow  of  -  Interna-
 tional  confidence  is  being  restored.  Af  the
 same  time,  the  Government  has  initiated
 stepstorestructurethe economy  for  greater
 productivity and  growth.  Changes  have  been
 made  in  industrial,  fiscal  and  trade  policies.
 This  process  ot  change  will  continue  and
 have  to  be  extended  to  other  important
 sectors  of  the  economy.
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 9.  ~The  new  industrial  policy  aims  at  con-
 sdlidating the  gains of  the  past  decade,  and
 imparting  a  fresh  impetus to  Indian  industry
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 Tor  enhancing  Its  efficiency and  productivity.
 The  policy  has  already  shown  significant
 results.  Inthe  period  after  the  policy  changes

 ‘were  announced  the  number  of  investment
 proposals  have  doubled  compared  to  the
 Same period last  year.  Approvals for  foreign
 investment  and  technical  collaboration  also
 show  a  similar  trend.  Along  with  changes  in
 the  industrial  policy,  a  policy  package  for
 support  to-small  scale  industry  has  been
 announced.  the  smail  scale  and  tiny  sector
 will  continue  to  play  an  important  role  in
 providing  employment  and  contributing  to
 industrial  output.  With  the  changes  that
 have  been  brought  about  in  the  industrial
 policy,  the  State  Governments  have  a  major
 role  to  play  in  promoting  industrial  develop-
 ment.  The  Central  Government will  continue
 to  interact  with  them  to  ensure  that  the
 benefits  of  the  liberalised  policy  reach  all
 comers  of  the  country.

 10.  We  place  great  emphasis  on  exports.
 Despite  an  unavoidable  import  compres-
 sion  of  bout  20%,  exports  to  General  Cur-
 tency  Area  countries  have  shown  a  modest
 growth  of  6%  in  dollar  terms.  External
 obstacles  on  exports  to  Rupee  Payment
 Area  have,  however,  affected  overall  export
 growth.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  restore
 trade  with  the  Republic  of  the  former  Soviet
 Union,  and  framework  agreements  are  be-
 ing  entered  into  with  all  of  them.

 11.  The  Government  is  fully  conscious  of
 the  need  to  protect  the  interest  of  all  those
 workers  who  may  be  affected  by  restructur-
 ing  as  contemplated  by  the  new  policies.  A
 programme  of  retraining  and  re-deployment
 will  be  taken  up,  for  which  necessary  funds
 will  be  provided.  The  strength  of  india  lies  in
 ts  working  class.  A  standing  Tripartite  Com-
 mittee  has  been  constituted  to  examine  the
 impact  ofthe  New  industrial  Policy on  Labour
 and  make  recommendations  from  time  to
 time  on  labour  related  problems.  The  Na-
 tional  Commission  on  Rural  Labour  submit-
 ted  ts  report  iast  July  and  made  a  number
 recommendations for  improving the  posi-
 tion  of  rural  workers  through  ‘creation  of
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 employment  opportunities,  provision  of  so-
 cial  security,  strengthening  existing  laws
 and  enactment  of  new  legislation.  Govern-
 ment  is  studying  these  recommendations.

 -12.  The  rise in  prices  is  a  matter  of  grave
 -  Inflationis  being  caused,  to a  large
 extent,  by  the  fiscal  deficit.  Once  the  fiscal
 deficit  is  reduced.and  brought  under  control
 inflation  can  be  expected  to  come  down  to
 reasonable  levels.  Other  possible  adminis-
 trative  steps  like  dehoarding  measures  and
 increase  in  release  of  foodgrains  have  been
 taken  The  inflation  rate  has  come  down
 from  over  16%  in  August,  1991  toabout  12%
 at  present.  The  Government  willcontinueto
 monitor  prices  and  take  steps  to

 reduce these  further.

 13.  The  economic  policy  changes  initiated
 recently  will  form  the  basis  for  the  Eighth
 Plan  which  envisages  agrowth  rate of  §.6%.
 This  growth  target  is  to  be  achieved  by  a
 proposal  total  outlay  of  Rs.400,000  crores.
 The  foremost  objective  of  the  Plan  will  be  to
 generate  increased  employment.  Other  pri-
 orities  of  the  Plan  are  eradication  of  illit-
 eracy,  universalisation  of  elementary  edu-
 cation  and  providing  drinking  water  and
 primary  health  facilities.  The  emphasis  will
 be  on  people’s  involvement  and  in  reaching
 out  to  the  poorest  and  the  most  needy
 ection  of  our  people.  The  Eighth  Plan  will
 also  focus  on  strengthening  infrastructure.
 The  Policy  approach  for  the  8th  Plan  has
 already  been  endorsed  by  the  States  at  the
 recent  meeting  ofthe  National  Development
 Council  and  Government  is  confident  that
 the  economy  will  soon  be  on  a  sustainable
 and  stable  course  of  development.

 14.  Growthrates  have  beenencouragingin
 severai  critical  infrastructure  areas  like  élec-
 tricity.  coal,  steel  and  cement.  Government
 is  committed  to  further  strengthening  infra-
 structure.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  step
 up  power  supply  and  make  it  more  stable.
 Thedevelopmentof  atomic  energy and  non-
 conventional  energy  sources  will  receive
 high  priority.  The  importance  of  effective
 communication  system  for  the  country's
 development  cannot  be  over  stated.  These
 will  be  strengthened.  Every  effort  will  be
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 made to  increase the  capacity  and  transport
 capability  of  the  railway  network.  A  new
 shipping  policy  is  being  initiated.  A  major
 restructuring  of  Indian  Airlines  and  Air  India
 is  envisaged which  will  include  modernisation
 of  the  fleet  arid  support  facilities.  The  net-
 work  of  telecommunication  services,  par-
 ticularly“in  the  rural  areas  will  be  substan-
 tially  extended.

 15.  The  progress  ttiade  by  the  country  in
 the  field  of  science  and  technology is  a
 matter  of  pride.  To  cite  only  a  few,  the
 indigenous  fabrication  of  the  second  gen-
 eration  INSAT-2  series  of  satellites  is  pro-
 ceedingaccordingtoschedule.  INSAT-2Ais
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 expected  to  be  launched  next  month.  With
 the  planned  launching  of  Satellite  Launch
 Vehicles,  in  the  next  one  year,  India  will  join
 the  ranks  of  those  few  countries  which  have
 their  own  launch  capability.  The  limitless
 potential  of  bio-technology  which  is  of  direct
 relevanceto  areas  as  diverse  as  agriculture,
 pisciculture  and  health  will  be  exploited  to
 the  full.  The  exciting  possibilities  of  electron-
 ics  will  be  followed  up  so  that  it  brings
 tangible  benefits  to  our  people.  The  devel-
 opment  of  the  new  contraceptive  pill  is  yet
 another  example  ofthe  benefits tobe  reaped
 through  scientific  advance.  Even  while  reach-
 ing  out  to  frontier  areas,  scientific  and  tech-
 nological  research  must,  in  the  final  analy-
 sis,  be  closely  linked  to  improving the  quality
 of  life  of  our  masses.

 16.  While  doing  everything  possible  to  ac-
 celerate  the  pace  of  progress,  there  must  be
 environmental  accountability  all  round-on
 the  part  of Government,  industry and  people.
 A  scheme  of  financial  incentives  and  disin-
 centives  would  supplement  the  normal  -
 latory  measures  -  achieve  this  purpose.  It
 is  proposed  to  tak@  ub  Guringthe  Eighth  Five
 Vear  Plan,  ।  scheme  of  associating  tribals

 "and  rural  poor  in  afiétestation  of  degraded
 forests  on  a  usuftuet-sharing  basis.  The
 Wastelands  Development  Programme
 launched  jp  1985  will  be  strengthened  and  it
 is  proposed  to  take  up  the  integrated  devel-
 opment  of  micro-watersheds  in  50  districts
 inthe  country.  With  the  experience  gained in
 the  cleaning  ofthe  river  Ganga,  the  Govern-
 ment  proposes  totake  up  the  cleaning  of  the
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 major  tributaries  ofthis  river  and  the  grossly
 polluted  stretches  of  other  major  rivers  un-
 der  the  National  River  Action  Plan.  India
 looks  forward  to  the  forthcoming  United
 Nations  Conference  on  Environment  and
 Development  and  will  work  towards  ensur-
 ing  that  the  Conference  safeguards  the
 interests  of  the  developing  countries:

 17.  One  ofthe  world's  worst  industrial  trag-
 edies  took  place  in  Bhopal  on  2nd  Decem-
 ber,  1984.  The  aftermath  of  this  event  has
 scarred  the  lives  of  thousands  of  people.
 The  Government  of  India  had  taken  upon
 itself  the  responsibility to  secure  compensa-
 tion  for  those  affected  and  provide  them
 relief.  The  lega!  processes  have  been  com-
 pleted  by  the  directive  ctthe  Supreme  Court
 on  3rd  October,  1991.  Governmen:  will  en-
 sure  maximum  relief  to  the  victims.

 18.  The  tourism  sector  has  emerged  as
 one  of  the  largest  foreign  exchange  earners
 providing  employment  to  many.  Govern-
 ment  has  launched  a  major  initiative  to
 accelerate  growth  of  touzis‘n  in  cooperation
 with  the  State  Governments,  travel  trade
 and  hotel  industry.  This  has  already  started
 yielding  resuits  andthe  tourist  arrivals  have
 picked  up,  recording  the  highest  level  of
 internationai  tourist  arrivals  in  December
 1991.  The  Government's  tourism  Action
 Plan  includes  tourist  facilitation  at  interna-
 tional  airports,  liberalised  charter  policy,  cre-
 ation  of  special  tourism  areas  for  integrated
 development  and  intensive  marketing  of
 seiect  destinations  along  with  a  major  thrust
 tothe  promotion  of  domestic  and  low  budget
 tourism.  Our  people  must  be  provided  with
 adequate  facilities  so  that  they  get  to-see
 and  know  their  own  country  better.  With  this
 in  view  Government  will  focus  on  youth
 tourism.

 19.  The  foundation  of  our  future  security
 and  progress  liestoa  great  extent  in  agricul-
 tural  growth:  The  dramatic  progress  we
 have  made  in  agriculture,  including  in  food
 crops,  horticulture,  fisheries,  animal  breeds
 and  poultry,  has  a  lot  to  do  with  progress  in
 our  research  labouratories,  but  more  than
 -  6156,  it  is  the  story  of  the  life  of  the  Indian
 farmer,  his  grit  and  determination.  1990-91



 9  Prosident’s  Address

 was the  third  agricultural year  in  succession
 when  a  new  record  in  foodgrains  production

 “was  achieved.  During  1991-92  the  South-
 West  monsoon  was  erratic  in  its  temporal
 and  spatial  behaviour, and  some  fall  in
 production  is  iikely.  While  our  researchers
 are  now  producing  technologies  to  off-set
 the  vagaries  of  weather,  more  intensive
 efforts  have  to  be  ~rganised inthe  jong  term
 for  improvement  of  land  and  productivity  in
 rainfed  areas  since  70%  of  India’s  agricul-
 ture  is  based  on  rainfed  farming.  The  Gov-

 ernment  has  already  taken  up  a  massive
 programme  for  improving  the  productive
 potential  of  rainfed  land  through  improved
 crop  practices,  effective  pest  control  pre-
 vention  of  soil  erosion  and  better  in  situ
 moisture  conservation.  During  the  Eighth
 Pian,  horticutture,  animal  husbandry,  live-.
 stock  development and  agro-processing  will
 be  given  high  priority.  Cooperative  and  re-
 search  efforts  will  beintensified inthe  sheep,
 poultry  and  piggery  sectors.  Processing  and
 marketing  facilities  in  these  and  other  areas
 will  be  strengthened,  in-order  to  create  the
 right  conditions  for  an  increase  in  rural  in-
 comes.  Research  emphasis  will  be  on  in-
 creasing  productivity  of  oilseeds,  pulses
 and  cereals,  and  diversification  of  agricul-
 ture  for  income  and  job  generation,  specially
 in  the  rural  areas.

 20.  Recently,  issues  associated  with  the
 sharing  and  allocation  of  waters  between
 States  have  been  generating  passions  and
 tensions.  It  will  have  to  be  ensured  that
 water,  one  of  nature’s  precious  gifts,  is
 shared  in  an  equitable  manner  in  the  larger
 national  interest.  Water  is  a  flowing  entity,
 variable  in  quantity  fromyear  to  year  and
 season  to  season.  ॥  should  be  managed  in
 a  harmonious  manner  in  a  spirit  of  under-
 standing  and  cooperation  between  the  ar-
 eas  served  by  it.  Rivers  should  be  a  binding
 force  for  the  people  of  different  regions
 rather  than  a  matter  of  discord.  Every  effort
 should  be  made  to  resolve  through  dialogue
 ail  disputes  relating  to  the  use  of  waters  of
 any  inter-State  river.  Should  this  not  be
 possible,  Government  will  ensure  expedi-
 tious  settlement  of  the  disputes  through  the
 adjudication  machinery  set  up  by  law  for  the
 purpose.
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 21.  Effective  measures  are  being  taken  to
 generate  greater  employment  opportunities
 for  the  most  थ  sections  through
 the  Integrated  Rural  Development
 Programme  andthe  Jawahar  Rozgar  Yojana
 Special  efforts  wiil  be  made  to  expand  em-
 ployment  opportunities  for  Scheduled
 Castes,  Scheduled  Tribes  and  women.  No
 effort  would  be  spared  to  provide  safe  drink-
 ing  water  to  our  people,  on  which  depends
 the  state  of  their  health.  Ail  identified  ‘no
 source  problem  villages’  will  be  provided
 with  a  drinking  water  source  by  the  end  of
 1992-93.  inrecognition  of  Shri  Rajiv  Gandhi's
 commiment  to  provide  safe  drinking  water
 to  the  remotest  of  remote  villages,  Govern-
 ment  have  re-named  the  Technology  Mis-
 sion  on  Drinking  Water  for  Rural  Areas  as
 the  Rajive  Gandhi  National  Drinking  Water
 Mission.  Rural  housing  will  receive  special
 attention  by  improving  the  quality of  imple-
 mentation  of  the  Indira  Aawas  Yojana.  Gov-
 ernment  is  committed  to  the  strengthening
 of  the  Panchayati  Raj  institutions  so  that
 effective  political  power  rests  withthe  people
 themselves.  To  this  end,  a  Constitution
 Amendment  Bill  has  been  introduced  in  the
 Lok  Sabha  in  September,  1991.

 22.  Poverty  is  no  less  acute  in  the  urban
 areas.  Employment  generation  and  poverty
 alleviation  schemes  in  the  urban  sector  wiil
 becontinued.  Anew  National  HousingPolicy
 ison the  anvil.  The  main  objective  ofthe  new
 policy  will  be  to  create  an  enabling  environ-
 ment  for  housing  activity and  toassist  people,
 in  particular  the  vulnerable  sections,  to  se-
 cure  for  themselves  affordable  shelters
 through  access  to  developed  land,  building
 materials,  finances  and  technology.  Gov-
 ernment  is  committed  to  the  eradication  of
 the  dehumanising  practice  of  manual  scav-
 enging  through  low  cost  sanitation  schemes
 through  atime  bound  programme.  Schemes
 for  conversion  of  dry  latrines  into  low  cost
 sanitation  units  have  been  already  approved
 for  over  740  towns  in  the  country.  Rehabili-
 tation  of  those  engaged  in  the  practice  of
 scavenging  is  also  being  undertaken.  Gov-
 ernment  has  decided  to  bring  a  legislation
 under  Article  252  of  the  Constitution  making
 the  practice  of  engaging  manual  scaven-
 gers an  offence.  A  Constitution  Amendmen’
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 Bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Lok  Sabha
 with  a  view  to  strengthening  urban  local
 bodies  so  that  they  are  ableto  provide  better
 facilities  and  services  to  the  people.

 23.  The  Government  is  acutely  conscious
 of  the  problems  of  the  Scheduled  Castes
 and  Scheduled  Tribes.  In  respect of  re-
 peated  incidents  of  atrocities  against  Sched-
 uled  Castes  and  Scheduled  Tribes,  a  spe-
 cial  conference  of  Chief  Ministers  was  held
 in  October  1991  in  order  to  focus  on  the
 need  for  the  State  Governments  to  pay
 special  attention  to  deal  with  this  problem.
 The  State  Governments  have  also  been
 advised  to  identify  tension-prone areas  and
 to  take  special  administrative  measures  to
 deal  with  them.  in  the  context of  job  oppor-
 tunities  for  Scheduled  Castes  and  Sched-
 uled  Tribes  Government  has  been  taking
 measures  to  increase  their  re
 in  Government  departments,  public  sector
 ‘undertakings and  banks.  With  this  objective
 in  view the  third  special  recruitment  drive  is
 under  way  at  present.  in  accordance  with
 the  commitment  given  in  my  Address  last
 year,  a  National  Backword  Classes  Finance
 and  Development  Corporation  has  been  set
 up  with  an  authorised  paid  up  capkal  of  Ris.
 200  crores  to  promote  the  economic  devel-
 opmem  of  the  socially  and  educationally
 backward  classes.

 24.  inmy  last  Address!  had  mentioned that
 steps  would  be  initiated for  the  effective
 implementation  of  the  15-Point  Programme
 for  the  weifare  of  minorities which  seeks  to
 ensure  that  minorities  are  protected  and
 that  they  are  not  discriminated against  inthe
 matter  of employment in  public  services  and
 benefits  from  development  schemes.  To
 realise  this  objective  the  15-Point
 Programme  is  now  being  recast  to  make  it
 more  elfective.

 25.  The  Governmem has  decided  to  confer
 statutory  status  on  the  Richabilitation Coun-
 cil  of  india.  The  Council  sets  the  standards
 for  manpower  training  for  rehabilitation  of
 the  disabled.  Government has  also  decided
 to  introduce  fegisiation  for  setting  up  a  Na-
 tional  Trust  for  the  welfare  of  persons  susffes-
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 ing  from  mental  retardation  and  cerebral
 palsy.

 26.  Government will  give  very  high  priority
 to  the  needs  of  children  and  women,  the
 most  vulnerable  of  groups  in  our  society.
 Government  will  expand  the  ICDS
 programme  during  the  8th  Plan  so  as  to
 cover  the  entire  country.  The  girl  child  will
 teceive  particular  attention  with  focus  on  her
 nutrition,  health  and  educational  needs.
 Government  is  aware  that  mere  legisiative,
 administrative  and  judicial  protection  of
 women  is  not  enough.  The  ultimate  answer
 to  the  question  of  women's  equality  lies  in
 thelr  empowerment through  organising  them
 to  defend  their  social  and  economic  rights
 andinthe  creation  of  better  income and  seaif-
 employment  opportunities.  Government
 therefore  would  imptementthe Indira  Mahila
 Yojana.  Towards  this  end,  Government  has
 constituted  the  National  Commission  for
 Women.

 27.  Government  attaches  the  highest  pri-
 ority to  ensuring  that  no  uncertainty  whaiso-
 ever exists in  the  people  getting  their  basic
 daily  necessities.  To  this  end,  Government
 will  make  all  out  efforts  to  strengthen  the
 Public  Distribution  System.  The  corner
 stone  ofthe  Government's  policy  here  would
 be  vigilance  and  supervision  over  distribu-
 tion  at  the  village  level  involving  local  initia-
 tives  and  entrustment  of  these  responsibili-
 ties  to  women  in  particular,  in  order  to  fight
 leakages  and  maipractices.  While  efforts  to
 improve  the  functioning  of  the  Public  Distri-
 bution  System  all  over  the  country  would
 receive  attention,  priority  would  be  given  to
 implement  the  revamped  Pubic  Distribution
 System  in  about  1700  blocks  spread  over
 the  remotest  and  most  backward  areas  of
 the  country,  such  as  those  covered  by  the
 integrated  Tribal  Deveicpment  Projects,  the
 Drought  Prone  Areas  Programme, the  Desert

 Programme,  the  Designated
 Hal  Areas  and  Urban  Slums.  To  ensure
 doorstep  delivery  of  essential  commodities
 to  fair  price  shops,  infrastructure  and  credit
 faciities  would  be  improved  and  strength-
 ened,  Commoditiy  coverage  in  the  Public
 Distribution  System  would  be  broadened.
 Measures  in  this  direction  have  already
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 been  initiated  in  close  cooperation with  the
 State  Governments.  The  Essential  Com-
 modities  Act,  1955  is  being  strictly  enforced
 against  hoarders  and  blackmarketers  to
 enhance  and  sustain  availability  of  essential
 commodities  and  this  drive  will  continue.
 The  Government  looks  upon  the  Public
 Distribution  System  as  the  centre  of  a  new
 social  development  focus  to  be  imparted  to
 its  various  anti-poverty  programmes.  Ap-
 propriate  linkages  will  be  forged  with  other
 programmesiike the  Jawahar  Rozgar  Yojana
 andtheiCDS.  All  out  efforts are  being  made
 to  protect  and  promote  the  rights  and  inter-
 ests  of  the  consumers.  At  present  28  State
 Commissions  and  360  district  forums  are
 functioning  in  the  country  under  the  Con-
 sumer  Protection  Act,  1986.  The  Chief  Min-
 isters  have  been  requested  to  set  up  the
 remaining  State  Commissions  and  district
 forums  and  to  ensure  that  they  function
 effectively.  82%  of  the  33,851  compiaints
 filed  before  the  district  forums  have  been
 decided  in  favour  of  the  consumers.  Gov-
 ernment  has  recently  received the  Report  of
 the  High  Power  Working  Group  constituted
 to  suggest  amendments  to  the  Consumer
 Protection  Act,  1986.  The  Report.is  pres-
 ently  under  examination.  The  recommenda-
 tions  of  the  Working  Group  on  the  amend-
 ments  required  to  make  the  Consumer  Pro-
 tection  Act,  1986  more  effective  would  be
 discussed  in  the  Central  Consumer  Protec-
 tion  Council  shortly.

 28.  Government  is  implementing  14  Na-
 tional  Heatth  Programmes  including  the
 Malaria  Eradication  Programme,  Leprosy
 Eradication  Programme,  Control  of  Blind-
 ness  and  Aids  Control  Programme.  Kala
 Azar is  being  reported year  after  year  and  in
 recent  times  it  has  assumed  epidemic  pro-
 portions  in  Bibar.  This  needs  to  be  tackled

 ona  war  footing.  There  is  also  the  emerging
 problem  of  AIDS.  Government  has  already
 prepared  a  programme  to  deal  with  this
 menace,  taking  into  account,  among  others,
 the  crucial factor  of  blood  safety.  There  has
 been  a  dramatic  reduction  inthe  prevalence
 rates  leprosy  and  improvement  in  the  dis-
 charge  of  patients.  A  comprehensive
 programme  is  proposed  to  be  taken  up  to
 permanently  upgrade  opthalmic  facitities  at
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 the  District  and  Community  Health  Centre
 leves.  There  has  generally  been  a  declining
 trend  in  the  incidence  of  vaccine  prevent-
 able  diseases.  Poliomyelities  cases  have
 significantly  declined.  Declining  trends  in

 the  case  of  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria
 are  also  significant.

 29.  The  rate  at  which  our  population  is
 growing  will  put  tremendous  pressure  on  our
 resources.  The  Government  hastaken  steps
 inrecert  months to  evolve an  integrated  and
 holistic  approach  to  achieve  a  marked  de-
 cline  in  the  birth  rate.  Towards this  end  an
 Action  Plan  has  been  drawn  up  which  seeks
 to  improve  the  quality  and  outreach  of  ser-
 vices.  It  is  now  proven  that  birth  rates  have
 remained  high  in  areas  with  low  female
 laeracy,  low  age  ofgirls  at  marriage  and  high
 infamt  and  maternal  mortatity.  -  is  in  these
 areas  that  special  efforts  will  be  concen-
 trated  under  the  Action  Plan.  Particular
 attention  will  be  given  to  90  districts  in  the
 country  which  have  acrude  birthrate of  over
 39  per  thousand.  The  Action  Plan was  scru-
 tinized  and  endorsed  by  the  National  Devel-
 opment  Council  and  at  a  meeting of  State
 Health  and  Family  Welfare  Ministers.  The
 National  Development  Council  has  also  set
 up  a  Sub-Committee  of  Chief  Ministers  on
 Population  Control  to  dct  as  the  focal  point
 for  all  the  measures  under  this  Action  Plan.
 The  preblem  of  population is  not  a  concern
 confined  merely  to  the  Central  and  State
 Governments.  Elected  representatives,  vol-
 untary  organisations,  other  leaders  of  public
 opinion-indeed  eachone  of  us,  cuttingacross
 allsections of  society,  will  haveto  participate
 in  these  efforts.  A  national  consensus  on
 this is  the  need of  the  hour  and  Parliament
 has to  take  the  -  in  this  matter.

 30.  A  National  Policy  on  Education  was
 adopted  by  Parliament  in  1986  and  its  impie-
 mentation  commenced  soon  the/eafter.
 Several  developments in  the  sphere  of  edu-
 cation,  and  the  Report  of  the  NPE  Review
 Committee,  made  it  necessary  to  examine
 the  need  for  modifications  in  the  Education
 Policy.  The  process of  examination  is  soon
 to  conclude  and  ।  am  confident  that  the
 uncertainty  in  respect  of  the  Policy  will  now
 be  set at  rest  reiterating the  main  thrusts of
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 the  1986  Policy.  The  National  Literacy
 Mission,  which was  launched  by  the  late  Shri
 Rajiv  Gandhi  in  May  1988,  has  made  signifi-
 cam  strides.  I  share  with  youa  sense  of  pride
 in  the  fact  that  all  the  districts  of  Kerala  and
 Pondicherry,  as  well  as  several  in  other
 States,  have  succeeded  in  eradicating  illit-
 eracy.  Total  Literacy  Campaigns  are  at
 present  being  implemented  in  nearly  70
 districts  in  the  country.  The  campaigns  in
 these  districts  will  cover  nearly  30  million
 illiterates  in  various  age  groups  and  would
 cost  Rs.  210  crores.  The  campaigns  are
 being  implemented  with  the  active  coopera-
 tion  and  support  of  voluntary  agencies.  We,
 however,  still  have  a  long  way  to  go  and
 need  to  commit  ourselves  to  the  great  and
 challenging  task  of  freeing  all  parts  of  the
 country  of  illiteracy,  particularly  in  the  15-35
 age-group,  by  the  end  of  the  Vill  Plan.  We
 have  simultaneously  to  work  towards
 universalisation  of  primary  education-com-
 prising  universal  access,  universal  partici-
 pation  and  universal  achievement  of  mini-
 mum  leveis  of  fearning.  The  formal  system
 of  primary  education  has  been  strength-
 ened  by  a  Centrally  Sponsored  Scheme  of
 Operation  Blackboard  which  is  designed  to
 provide  necessary  infrastructure.  3.8  lakh
 schools  out  of  a  total  of  5.7  lakhs  in  the
 country  have  already  been  covercd.  More
 than  70,000  additional  teachers  have  been
 appointed.  Assistance  from  the  Central
 Government  to  the  tune  of  Rs.  620  crores
 has  already  been  provided.  In  addition,  to
 provide  learning  opportunities  to  those  chil-
 dren  who  are  not  in  a  position  to  avail  of
 formal  schoo!  facilites,  2.45  lakhs  centres of
 Non-F  ormal  Education are  being  conducted
 by  State  Governments.  Another  27  thou-
 sand  are  being  conducted  by  410  voluntary
 agencies.  Central  assistance  to  the  tune  of
 Rs.  208  crores  has  been  provide J  towards
 these  efforts.  We  also  need  to  effectively
 delink  degrees  frcm  jobs  and  to  give  to  the
 entire  educational  systeni  a  work  and  voca-
 tional  orientation.  A  decision  has  already
 been  taken  te  set  up  a  Central  institute  of
 Vocational  Education  under  the  National
 Counci  of  Educational  Résearch  and  Train-
 ing.  The  institute  will  actively  promote  the
 vocationalisation  of  education.  The  rieed  to

 persist  with  attention  to  improvement  of
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 technical  education  is  obvious.  itis  essential
 to  create  conditions  for  much  greater  rigour
 in  teaching  and  research  and  to  enlarge  the
 number  ofinstitutions  pursuing  standards  of
 excellence.

 31.  Events  onthe  world  scene  have  contin-
 ued  to  unfold  at  an  amazing  pace  since!  last
 addressed  Parliament  in  July  last  year.  The
 intervening  period  has  been  an  extremely
 active  one  in  India’s  foreign  policy.

 32.  The  Government's  foreign  policy  priori-
 ties  are  to  maintain  the  unity  and  territorial
 integrity  of  India,  to  ensure  our  geo-political
 security  by  creating  a  durable  environment
 of  stability  and  peace  in  our  region  and  to
 build  up  a  framework  conducive  for  the
 economic  well-being  of  our  people  by  en-
 couraging  a  healthy  external  economic  en-
 vironment.  Within  this  overall  framework  of
 priorities,  we  are  of  course  not  only  con-
 scious  of  our  geographical  location,  but  are
 aware  that  our  destiny  lies  in  Asia,  more
 specifically  in  South  Asia.  The  very  fact  that
 the  First  Asian  Relations  Conference  was
 convened  by  India  as  early  as  1947  bears
 witness  to  the  fact  that  this  has  been  the
 central  pillar  of  independent  India’s  foreign
 policy  from  the  very  beginning.  India’s  poli-
 cies  are  gearedto  be  apart  of  resurgentAsia
 as  it  is  our  hope  that  the  21st  century  would
 be  an  Asian  century.

 33.  Strengthening  relations  with  our
 neighbours  on  a  bilateral  basis  as  well  as
 through  the  South  Asian  Association  for
 Regional  Cooperation  is  ofthe  highest  prior-
 ity.  The  recent  SAARC  Summit  held  था
 Colombo  last  December  should  hopefully
 impart  economic  content  to  growing  coop-
 eration  amongst  the  South  Asian  countries
 within  the  SAARC  framework.

 34.  The  recent  visit  of  the  Prime  Minister of
 Nepal  has  ushered  in  a  qualitatively  new  era
 of  relations  between  the  two  countries  re-
 sulting  in  opening  very  important  areas  of
 cooperation  which  will  fortify  the  unique
 closeness  of  our  ties,  strengthened  by  the
 emergence  of  multi- -party  democracy  in
 Nepal.
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 35.  The  recent  visit  ofthe  Chinese  Premier
 has  been  an  important  milestone  in  the
 further  development  of  our  relations.  We
 have’enhanced  our  mutual  understanding
 through  exchange  of  views  on  bilateral,
 regional arid  international  issues at  the  hign-

 36.  Weare  keen  that  the  traditional  friendly
 relations  with  Bangladesh  are  further  ex-
 panded  in  the  changed  context  with  the
 advent  of  democracy  in  Bangladesh  becom-
 ing  an  additional  bond  between  the  two
 countries.

 37.  Weare  committed  tothe  strengthening
 and  consolidation  of  bilateral  relations  with
 Sti  Lanka  in  keeping  with  the  traditional  ana
 historical  ties  between  the  two  countries.
 The  voluntary  return  of  SriLankan  refugees
 back  to  their  homeland,  based  on  assur-
 ances  received  trom  Sri  Lanka  Goverm-
 ment,  commencedon  20  January,  1992  and
 is  continuing.

 38.  Our  close  relations  with  Maldives  are
 being  further  consolidated  with  a  number  of
 exchange  of  visits  at  high  level  between  the
 two  countries  during  1991.

 39.  Periodic  high  level  exchanges  have
 helped  maintain  and  strengthen  close  un-
 derstanding  and  cooperation  in  our  excel-
 tent  relations  with  Bhutan.

 40.  Pakistan's  negative  approach  towards
 India  and  its  support  to  terrorism  in  Punjab
 and  Jammu  and  Kashmir  continue  to  be  the
 main  impediments  to  normalisation  of  rela-
 tions.  The  dangers  inherent  in  its  actions  in
 violation of  the  Simla  Agreement  and  univer-
 Sally  accepted  norms  of  inter-State  conduct
 have  been  repeatedly  pointed  out  to  Paki-
 stan.  We  have  nevertheless  continued  with
 our  efforts  to  carry  the  confidence  building
 process  and  bilateral  dialogue  forward.  Un-
 fortunately,  in  the  recent  past,  the  Govern-
 ment  of  Pakistan  and  the  Pakistan  National
 Assembly  have  chosen  to  associate  them-
 selves  with  statements  and  actions  that
 have  vitiated  the  atmosphere.  We  hope  that
 the  Government of  Pakistan  will  join  us  in
 serious  endeavours  to  establish  tension-
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 free  and  good  neighbourly  relations: be-
 tween  the  two  countries.

 41.  On  26th  December,  1991,  we  an-
 nounced  our  decision  to  accord  formal  rec-
 ognition  to  the  Russian  Federation  and  to  all
 the  cther  Republics  of  the  erstwhile  Soviet
 Union.  Russia  has  assumed  the  role  of  a
 successor  State  and  has  taken  overthe  seat
 of  the  erstviniie  Soviet  Union  in  the  United
 Nations  Security  Council.  We  have  sought
 to  maintain  our  traditionally  close  relations
 not  only  with  Russia  but  with  the  other
 republics  as  we:  In  addition  to  our  Em-
 bassy  in  Moscow.  we  plan  to  open  Embas-
 sies  in  Ukraine.  Kazakhstan  and  Belarus
 and  upgrade  our  Consulate  General  in
 Tashkent  in  Uzbekistan.  At  gh  level  delega-
 tion  recently  visited  Russia  and  Ukraine  to
 establish  a  new  framework  of  political  rela-
 tions  with  these  independent  republics  and
 to  review  arrangements  for  maintaining  our
 long  standing  trade  and  economic  links  with
 them.  Several  leaders  from  the  Centrat
 Asian  republics  have  visited  and  are  ex-
 pected  to  visit  India  during  the  next’few
 months.  During  these  visits,  we  shall  seek to
 conclude  appropriate  agreements  to  pro-
 mote  our  political,  economic,  commercial
 and  cultural  ties  with  these  countries  with

 _whom  we  share  historic  bonds  of  friendship.

 42.  Tne  values  of  democracy,  individual
 likerty  and  respect  for  human  rights  which
 we  share  with  the  United  States  of  America
 provide  a  s:tong  basis  for  close  cooperation
 between  the  two  largest  democracies  of  the
 world.  Our  expanding  consultations  in  both
 bilateral  and  multilateral  fora  encompass  a

 -wide  range  ०  issues  including  peace,  secu-
 tity  ut  ”  threats  emanating  from  terrorism
 and  crug-tratficking.  The  United  States  is
 our  largest  trading  partner  and  a  major
 source  oftechnology.  Ithas  been  supportive
 of  our  efforts  to  overcome  our  temporary
 economic  difficulties  and  launch a  farveach-
 ing  programme  of  economic  reform.  We
 look  forward  to  a  long-term  and  mutually

 tewarding  economic  partnership  with  the
 United  States.  The  Prime  Minister  had  a
 very  useful  meeting  with  President  George
 Bush  in  New  York  during  the  recent’  UN
 Security  Council  meeting.  Therewas  a  strong
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 mutual  interest-.expressed  in  further  consoli-
 dating  and  expanding  our  bilateral  and  Mul-
 tidimensional!  ties.

 43.  We  attach  special  importance  to  our
 relations  with  countries  of  West  Asia  and
 North  Africa.  We  have  over  the  years  ex-
 tended  consistent  and  unequivocal  support
 to  the  Arab  cause  particularly  to  the
 Palestenian  struggle  for  their  just  and  in-
 alienable  rights.  India  has.  welcomed  the
 reactivation  of  the  West  Asian  peace  pro-
 cess  and  the  ongoing  dialogue  between
 Arab  States  and  Israel  to  find  a  just  and
 equitable  settlement  to  the  Arab-Israeli  dis-
 pute.

 44.  Given  the  changed  political  realities  in
 the  region,  India  has  decided  to  establish
 diplomatic  relations  with  Israel.  We  look
 forward  to  establishing  a  comprehensive
 and  multifaceted  relationship  with  Israel.

 45.  Indiaenjoy an  enormous  fund  of  mutual
 goodwill  with  African  countries  because  of
 our  consistent  and  effective  support  to  the
 -  struggle  in  South  Africa.  We
 are  proud  that  the  liberation  struggle  in
 South  Africa  against  apartheid  has  led  to
 tangible  reforms  since  1990.

 46.  We  have  played  a  catalytic  role  in  ef-
 forts  to  resolve  the  Cambodian  conflict.
 India  was  among  the  countries  specially
 mentioned  inthe  Paris  International  Confer-
 ence  on  Cambodia for  facilitating  the  peace
 process.

 47.  We  have  demonstrated  our  support
 against  attempts  to  institutionalise  racial
 discrimination  in  Fiji  by  taking  up  the  matter
 at  the  UN  General  Assembly  from  1987
 onwards  and  by  opposing  the  re-entry  of  Fiji
 into  the  Commonwealth.

 48.  Japan's  position  as  an  economic  super
 power  in  the  present  world  draws  us  closer
 to  enlarge  our  bilateral  cooperation  on  a
 wide  range  of  matters  of  mutual  concern
 which  we  beliéve  is  an  important  factor  for
 peace  and  progress.

 49.  We  have  enjoyed  age  old  cultural  and
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 bilateral  ties  with  the  countries  of  South  East
 Asia.  This  is  a  region  which  has  made  rapid
 progress in  a  very  short  time.  The  economic
 initiatives  taken  by  the  Government  will
 create  fresh  opportunities  for  strengthening
 our  economic  interaction  with  this  region.
 The  Government  attaches  high  priority  to
 strengthening  our  relations  with  ASEAN  and
 its  member  countries.  We  look  forward  to
 initiating  our  sectoral  dialogue  with  ASEAN
 soon.

 50.  Europe’s  emergence  following  the
 Maastrich  Summit  meeting  last  December
 as  astronger  political  and  economic  entity  in
 the  modern  world  is  of  great  significance.
 The  European  Community  is  our  major  trad-
 ing  partner  and  an  important  source  of
 investment  and  we  are  keen  to  expand  and
 strengthen  further  our  cooperation.  Our
 Prime  Minister's  first  visit  abroad  was  to
 Germany  where  he  discussed  with  German
 leaders  a  wide  range  of  subjects  of  mutual
 -  and  cooperation  between  the  two
 countries.  We  have  also  had  a  useful  dia-
 logue  with  other  major  European  countries
 like  the  United  Kingdom,  France  and  Portu-
 gal.

 51.  With  the  sweeping  changes  brought
 about  by  recent  events at  the  end  of  the  Cold
 War  and  issues  connected  there  with,  the
 new  configuration is  boundto  assume a  new
 North-South  complexion,  in  the  framework
 of  anon-confrontationist  context  and  meth-
 odology.  The  developing  countries  of  the
 worid  will  need  to  gear  themselves  for  this
 new  odyssey  of  development,  aimed  at  the
 attainment  of  equitable  prosperity  all  over
 the  world.  World  peace  and  comprehensive
 disarmament  would  make  animportantcon-
 tribution  to  this  ultimate  vision  of  a  happy
 and  fulfilled  humankind.  India  will  work  to-
 wards  the  realisation  of  this  vision.

 52.  At  the  multilateral  level,  our  participa-
 tion  has  similarly  been  within  our  overall
 framework  of  priorities.  The  Nonaligned
 Movement  is  readjusting  ina  dynamic  man-
 nerto  the  breathtaking  pace  of  global  devel-
 opments.  We  have  re-affirmed  our  faith  inits
 continued  relevance.  The  independence  of
 national  decision-making  that  is  enshrined



 121...  President's  Address

 inits  philosophy  is  today  more  relevant  than
 ever  before.  In  other  multilateral  fora  such
 श8  the  G-15 and  the  Commonweatth  Sum-
 mit,  the  Prime  Minister  not  only  articulated
 our  views  on  {important  issues  but  re-
 emphasised  the  need to  restore  the  central-
 ity  and  criticality  of  development  issues  on
 the  muhilateral  agenda.  The  Uruguay  Round

 नए  negotiations has  reached  a crucial  stage.
 We  shall  continue  to  defend  our  vital  inter-
 ests  and  seek  improvements  as  we  work
 towards  the  establishment  of  a  fair  and
 balanced  multilateral  trading  system.

 53.  Environmental  issues  are  fast  moving
 to  the  forefront  of  international  concern  and
 attention.  We  are  actively  participating  in
 multilateral  cooperative efforts  and  support-
 ing  the  forging  of  a  global  partnership  which
 seeks  to  integrate  the  developmental  neds
 of  the  developing  countries  in  solutions  to
 environmental  problems.

 54.  We  believe  that  given  the  global  reach
 of  nuclear  weapons  we  need  to  follow  a
 global  approach  with  regard  to  nuclear  dis-
 armament  issues.  Partial or  piecemeal  mea-
 sures  such  as  Limited  Nuclear  Weapons
 Free  Zone,  therefore,  seem  to  be  of  little
 utility  and  could  even  detract  us  from  our
 ultimate  goal.

 55.  The  Summit  level  meeting  of  the  UN
 Security  Councilon31  January -  served
 to  highlight  the  new  and  effective  role  that
 the  UN  has  assumed  in  the  wake of  the
 momentous  changes  in  the  international
 situation.  Our  Prime  Minister set  forth  at  the
 meeting  our-position  on  some  vital  issues
 such  as  anew  international  consensus  ona
 global  non-proliferation  regime,
 harmonisation  of  the  defence  of  national
 integrity  with  respect  for  human  rights  and  a
 just  and  fair  world  economic  order.  The
 meeting  provided  an  opportunity  for  w&rid
 leaders  to  exchange  ideas  on  the  future  of
 the  United  Nations  and  to  pledge  their  —
 port  to  the  new  Secretary  General.

 56.  India  is  onthe  threshold  of  taking  rapid
 and  purposeful  strides  into  the  future.  Con-
 ditions  are  being  created

 so  that  there  is  an
 acceleration  in  the’  pace  of  development,

 PHALGUNA  5,  1913  (SAKA)  Obituary  References  2

 our  people can  enjoy  a  better  quality  of  life
 and  India  can  hold  her  own  in  a  rapidly
 changing  world.  The  present  is  full  of  chal-
 lenges  as  well  as  opportunities.  Let  us  con-
 vert  the  challenges  into  opportunities.  Let  us
 not  shy  away  from  treading  new  paths.  Let
 us  be  bold  and  innovative  in  our  approach.
 The  hardships  of  the  present  are  only  the
 harbingers  of  a  brighter  future.  But  even  as
 we  move  into  the  future,  let  us  be  disciplined
 and  resolute  in  our  approach.  Let  us  shun
 acrimony  for  dialogue,  violence  for  amity
 lest  we  be  deflected  into  the  by-lanes  of
 history.

 57.  Honourable Members  willbe  called  upon
 to  consider  in  this  session  important  legisla-
 tive  business  and  other  matters  of  great
 national  importance.  Your  deliberations will,
 ।  am  sure,  be  informed  by  reflection and
 wisdom.  |  now  commend  you  to  your  tasks
 and  wish  you  all  success.

 Jai  Hind

 13.31  hrs

 OBITUARY  REFERENCES

 [Engasti

 MR.  SPEAKER:  Honourable  Members,
 @S  we  meet  today  after  an  interval  of  two
 months,  tis  my  sad  duty  to  inform  the  House
 of  the  demise  of  five  of  our  former  col-
 leagues,  namely,  Sarvashri  Daulat  Gunaji
 Gawai,  Chhotey  Lal,  Pishupati  Venkata
 Raghavaiah,  Sant  Bux  Singh  and  Kalyan
 Singh  Solank.

 Shvi  Daulat  Gunaji  Gawai  was  a  mem-
 ber of  the  Spah  Lok  Sabha  during  1977-79
 representing  Buldhana  constituency  of
 Maharashira.

 An  agriculturist  by  profession,  Shri
 Gawai  was  a  prominent  political  and  social
 worker.  Heworkedtirelessly forthe  upliftment
 of  the  downtrodden  section  of  the  society.

 He  actively  participated  in  the  proceed-
 ings of  the  House  and  made  valuabie  contri-


