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decided by the Election Commission. The
elections will speak who will form the Gov-
emment. Neither this House nor | can say it.
But whatever has been brought out here is
unfortunate and is not a statement of facts. |
would not expect a senior Member of his
status to come and speak like this without
basing on any facts. | fully deny it. I will
request you not to put it on record. If you
continue to putitonrecord, | may be allowed
to speak on a subsequent date.

MR. SPEAKER: Right.
[Transiation]

SHRI MOHAMMAD ALl ASHRAF
FATMI (Darbhanga): Mr. Speaker, Sir, Iwould
like to raise a point. The Indian cricket team
has recorded a glorious win in this series of
cricket tests. So. the Parliament should at
least congratulate ihe captain of the team.
The Hon. Speaker should send this con-
gratulation. Please make an announcement.

SHRIBUTA SINGH (Jalore): Sir, | pro-
pose that we send our congratulationstothe
captain of our national team Shri Moham-
mad Azharuddin and his colleagues for
winning unpredented victory in the cricket
test and especially the spinners. The bats-
men who have been discovered must be
congratulated also by the House, through
you.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE
(Bolpur): We should congratulate Shri
Kambie for his excellent double century.

SHRI NIRMAL KANTI CHATTERJEE:
They have leamtthe spinning policy from the
Prime Minister himself!

[Transiation]
KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: The

people who take loan from the Banks are
subjected to harassment by the Banks
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throughout the country for recovery of those
loans. Even their properties are acquired by
the Banks. But the Chief Minister of West
Bengal and...

MR. SPEAKER: It is not going on rec-
ord.

(Interruptions)*

MR. SPEAKER: It is not going on rec-
ord. '

MR. SPEAKER: | will talk to you later,
please. Now, the Railway Budget has to be
presented.

| agree with the expression of apprecia-
tion for the victory achieved by our Cricket
Team and we congratulate them very much,
and with this happy note | will request Mr.
Jaffer Sharief to start reading his Budget

Speech.

15.15 hrs.
RAILWAY BUDGET, 1993-94
[English]

THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
| rise to present the Revised Estimates for
the year 1992-93 and Budget Estimates for
1993-94 for the Indian Railways.

Introduction

2. Sir, the time has come to renew our
pledge to maintain the unity and the integrity
of our Nation, Preserve the noble ideals
enshrined in our Constitution, and, reaffim
ourfaith inthe rule of law. | am, Sir, referring
to the unfortunate Ayodhya incident and its
aftermath. There are no quick-fix solutions.
The future should be built on the solid foun-
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dation of our common heritage and religious
tolerance, eschewing fundamentalism which
is alien to our culture. Sir, it is indeed credit-
able that the Railway family remained a
shining example of communal harmony and

amity.

Freight Performance, 1991-92

3. Sir, | shall briefly review the perform-
ance during the year 1991-92. Sir, | am very
happy to state that the Railways carried 338
million tonnes of revenue eaming freight
traffic. This was three million tonnes more
than the Budget Estimate target of 335 mil-
lion tonnes and 19.6 million tonnes more
than the loading achievedin 1990-91. Thus,
a growth rate of over 6% was - :hieved
during this year. The Railways would have
surpassed even this target but for the agita-
tion and economic blockade by Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha.

Passenger Traffic, 1991-82

4. Passenger traffic also registered an
imprassive growth. The number of originat-
ing passengers increased by about 5% and
passenger kilometres by about 6.4%.

Financial Resuits 1991-92

5. Sir, the financial results truly reflect
the good physical performance. Sir, an ex-
cess of Rs, 235 cr. was projected in the
Budget Estimates forthe year 1991-92. This
excess was placed at Rs. 435 cr. at the
Revised Estimate stage, after providing in
full for the dividend liability of Rs. 1,039 cr.
and Rs. 40 cr. additionally for the Pension
Fund. | am very happy to inform the House
that Indian Railways not only achieved the
projected excess of Rs. 435 cr. but aug-
mented the Pension Fund further by Rs. 90
cr. and liquidated the deferred dividend lia-
bility to an extent of Rs. 74 cr. Sir, this is
indeed a creditable performance, as yet

unsurpassed In the annals of Indian Rail-
ways.

Freight Prospects 1992-93

6. Sir, the Indian Railways started the
current year on an optimistic note. A general
upswing in the transport demand was antici-
pated as a result of the bold industrial and
economic reforms initiated by the Govern-
ment. The originating revenue eaming freight
traffic was expected to go up from 338 million
tonnes in 1991-92 to 354 million tonnes in
1992-93. The projected traffic from the core
sectors has, however, not materialised. The
tragic event at Ayodhya and the disturbances
thereafter thave also taken their toll to the
freight movement. Nevertheless, the Rail-
ways hope to camy 350 million tonnes of
traffic, 12 million tonnes more than that car-
ried last year, and this has been provided for
in the Revised Estimates.

Passenger Traffic, 1992-93

7. It was anticipated that, in the current
year, there would be a growth of passenger
traffic by about 5%. The anticipated growth
in passenger traffic has not materialised.
The Ayodhya incident and the law and order
situation which prevailedin the country there-
after have resulted in substantial reduction
in passenger eamings.

Financial Prospects, 1992-83

8. 1 As the House is aware, a detailed
Action Plan was launchedtis yearto achieve
reduction in working expenses by cost con-
trol, cost reduction and economy measures,
besides augmenting eamings through mar-
keting strategies and plugging leakage of
revenues, through intensive checks. The
Action Plan is being implemented in all ear-
nestness by the Zonal Railways.

8.2 Though passenger eamings are
likely to be Rs. 4,330 cr. vis-a-vis the Budget
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target of Rs, 4,648 cr., the Budget target of
Rs. 10,568 cr. of goods earnings is likely to
be exceeded by Rs. 532 cr. The gross traffic
receipts are expected to go up from the
budgeted figure of Rs. 15,884 cr. to Rs.
16,115 cr., an increase of Rs. 231 cr.

8. 3 The Ordinary Working Expenses
for the current financial year, 1992-93 are
estimated at Rs. 10,575 cr. Several post-
budgetary factors such as higher deamess
allowance rates, decontrol of steel prices,
procurement of foreign exchange at market
rates, hike in diesel prices and increase in
electricity tariff have put the working ex-
penses under a severe strain. While the
Indian Railways are able to absorb most of
the post-budgetary impact, it has, nonethe-
less, become inescapable to provide in the
Revised Estimates 1992-93, an amount of
Rs. 115cr. overthe Budget Estimates of Rs.
10,460cr.

8. 4 Inthe Budget for the year 1992-93,
provision for payment of deferred dividend of
Rs. 416 cr. was made. Since an amount of
Rs. 74 cr. of deferred dividend liability has
already been discharged in the year 1991-
92, the liability gets reduced from the budg-
eted figure of Rs. 416 cr. to Rs. 342 cr.

8. 5 After meeting in full the dividend
liability of Rs. 1,146 cr. and the deferred
dividend liability of Rs. 342 cr., an excess of
Rs. 757 cr. is anticipated as against the
budget of Rs. 564 cr. This excess of Rs. 757
cr. will be utilised in repayment of Develop-
ment Fundloantogetherwithinterestthereon,
cost of Development Fund Works and to
meet part of the capital requirements of the
Railways.

Capital Fund

9. Sir, the House is aware that the
budgetary support provided by the General
Revenues to Indian Railways is declining. It
has come down from 75% in the Fifth Planto

58% in the Sixth Plan and 42% in the Sev-
enth Plan. Itis now only 14.7%in 1993-94, At
the same time, the market borrowings by
Indian Railway Finance Corporation to sup-
plement the Railway Plan are becoming
increasingly difficult and expensive. Thus a
substantial component of the capital outlay
will, from now onwards, have to be met with
from out of the intemally generated re-
sourced. A Memorandum has accordingly
been submitted to the Railway Convention
Committee to approve setting up of a Capital
Fund. Meanwhile, this new Capital Fund is
being set up from this year. This Fund will be
financed from out of the internally generated
resources and willbe usedto meetpartof the
capital requirements.

Action Plan, 1993-94

10. 1 Sir, { have directed the Ministry to
formulate the Action Plan for 1993-94, to
achieve at least a 2% improvement in Oper-
ating Ratio. We are living in difficult times
and it is not just essential but crucial for the
economy that we should explore and nple-
ment cost-effective methods.

10.2 Sir,inmy last Budget speech, | had
indicated that a Committee of experts would
be setup to make recommendations to bring
about change in management ethos so that
rail transport becomes a way of business. |
wishtoinform the House thata Committee of
experts is being set up shortly to conduct a

-detailed study and give recommendations

on the necessary organisational and struc-
tural changes.

Passenger Services

11.1 There is acontinuous demand for
introducing new passenger trains. | wish |
was able tomeetthese demands fully, butas
the House is aware, increase in passenger
services requires massive inputs by way of
coaches, engines, development of terminals
andaugmentation of line capacity but enough



525 Railway Budget, 1993-94 PHALGUNA 5, 1914 (SAKA)Railway Budget, 1993-94 526

resources are just not available. We have,
therefore, to strike a judicious balance be-
tween the demand for new passenger trains
and the requirements of freight traffic. After
presentation of the last Budget, 77 new
trains, including a weekly Rajdhani Express
from New Delhi to Secunderabad and Ban-
galore, have been introduced this year.

11. 2 | am happy to inform the House
that the following trains will be introduced in
1993-94:

1. A weekly Rajdhani Express be-
tween Hazrat Nizamuddin and
Madras.

2. A Superfast train between Hazrat
Nizamuddin and Mangalore.

3. A Superfast train between Hazrat
Nizamuddin and Nagpur/Jabalpur.

4. Atriweekly Express train between
Delhi and Jammu Tawi.

5. A Link Express between New Jal-
paiguri/Katihar and Delhi.

6. An Express train between, Dhan-
bad/Adra and Tatanagar.

. 7. Anlinter-city Express between Agra
and Jaipur (M.G.).

8. Abiweekly Superfasttrainbetween
New Delhi and Bhubaneswar/Puri.

9. Aninter-city Expressbetween Agra
and Hazrat Nizamuddin.

11. 3 The run of the following trains will
be extended: '

1. Patna-Dhanbad Patliputra Express
up to Hatia via Bokaro Steel City.

2. Meerut-Lucknow/Allahabad

Nauchandi Express up to Sahar-
anpur.

11. 4 The frequency of the following

trains will be increased:

New Delhi-Howrah Rajdhani Ex-
press from five days a week to
daily.

New Delhi-Bombay Rajdhani Ex-
press from six days a week to daily.

August Kranti Rajdhani Express
from thrice a week to daily.

Dadar-Guwahati Express from
weekly to biweekly.

Secunderabad-Visakhapatnam
Visakha Express from biweekly to
daily.

Quality of Service

11. 5 Sir, | am determined to improve

the quality of service to passen-
gers. Deficiencies in basic ameni-
ties like proper booking arrange-
ments, waiting halls, drinking water
supply arrangements etc. are being
removed on a sustained basis. To
improveillumination inthe coaches,
existing 24 volts system in train-
lighting is being upgraded to 110
volts. The overhead water tank
capacity in new second class
sleeper coaches has been in-
creased from 1,820 to 2,220 litres
on Broad Gauge. Forimproving the
system of passenger enquiries, the
Railways continue to provide addi-
tional telephones, train indication
display boards and hot lines be-
tween enquiry offices and control
rooms. Public Call Offices have
been provided atimportantstations.
STD/ISD facilities have also been



provided at several important sta-
tions.

Computerisation

11. 6 The House is aware that comput-

erisation of passenger reservation
has been widely acclaimed and
has led to immense customer sat-
isfaction. This facility has so far
been extended to 37 stations and
work on 18 stations is in progress.
Itis proposedto include installation
of this facility on 12 more stationsin
the Budget for 1993-94. With the
completion of these facilities, nearly
80% of the reservations willbe done
on the computer.

Insurace Scheme

11. 7 Sir, the House is aware that pas-

sengers who die or get injured in
train accidents only are entitled to
get compensation. | am happy to
inform the House that Indian Rail-
ways will soon be launching an
insurance scher. e to cover inci-
dences of deaths/injuries to
bonafide passengers on account
ofterrorist attacks, dacoities, bomb
blasts elc. The Railway stafftravel-
ling on duty or on railway passes
will also be covered uncer thi.
schamo

Caterin:

11. 81 had informed the House lastyear

about privatising the catering serv-
ices. However, in the light of the
feelings expressed by the Hon'ble
Members, | have decided to con-
tinue the existing Departmental
Units. | assure the House that all
efforts would be made to ensure
that the food served to the travel-

Safety
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ling public is nutritious, delicious
and hygienic.

12. 1 The safety of passengers contin-

ues to receive the highest priority
and is an area where we are not
preparedto make any compromise.
| may mention that tiie number of
train accidents has come down from
717 in 1985-86 to an all-time low
figure of 530in 1991-92. There has
also been an improvement in the
universally acceptedindex of safety
performance, namely, train acci-
dents per million train kilometres,
from 1.3in 1985-86t00.84in 1991-
92.

12.2Inthe current yeartoo, the trend of

improvement has been sustained.
There were 439 train accidents
during April, 1992to January, 1993
as against 454 in the cdrrespond-
ing period of last year. Unfortu-
nately, there have been some rail-
way accidents involving loss of
human life. | convey my heartfelt
sympathies to the bereaved fami-
lies through this House.’

12. 3Human failure continues to be the

most predominant factor respon-
sible for train accidents. Continu-
ous efforts are being made toincul-
cate safety consciousness amongst
railwaymen through various meas-
ures including intensive counsel-
ling, monitoring of critical safety
categories of staff, improved train-
ingtechniques and improvementin
the working environment. Besides,
Indian Railways are upgrading the
track structure, maintaining assets
in good fettie and installing safety
aids such as track circuiting to
minimise train accidents.
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Sub-Groups of Consultative Committee

13. As the House is aware, | have con-
stitute three sub-groups from
amongst the members of the con-
sultative Committee for Ministry. of
Railways. These sub-groups are
making a comprehensive st «dy of
various important aspects of rail-
way working, namely. -

(a) Financial prospects of Indian
Railways;

(b) Disposal of scrap;

(c) Commaercial exploitation of rail-
way land;

(d) Gauge conversion and expansion
of railway network;

(e) Rolling stock - planning availabil-
ity, capacity generation; and

(f) Passenger services-improvements
and rationalisation of train stoppages.

| am happy to inform the House that
these sub-groups are keenly studying the
areas sssigned to them and are likely to
submit their recommendations by the end to
March, 1993. | assure the House that the
recommendations made by these sub-groups
will receive eamest consideration.

Eighth Plan

14.1 Sir, as the House is aware. Indiar
Railways gave an excellent account of them-
selves in the Seventh Plan in terms of addi-
tional transport effort, technological upgra-
dation, improvement in asset utilisation and
productivity. The financial performance was
equally notworthy and a surplus of Rs. 560
cr.was generated after meeting the dividend
liability in full. The trend of improvement
continued in the years 1990-91 and 1991-

92. The Eighth Plan has been launched to
ieinforce these achievements.

14. 2 The size . f the Eighth Plan has
been fixed at Rs. 27 -:02 cr., including a
budgetary supportof Rs. 5,375 cr The Eighth
Plan objectives are - 1 annual growth rate of
5% in passenger traffic and a total freight
traffic of 443 nillion tonnes in the terminal
yearof tr. =1~ * Plan. The thrust areas in

e Plan period w. 'd be renewal and re-
placements of worn our assets, gauge con-
version, electrification, rolling stock, improved
passenger services, development of termi-
nal capacity and intermodal transport.

14 3 The current year, 1992-93, is the
.+ sithe Eighth Plan. The Plan size for
thisy=7=¢1= 2s 5.710cr. including an amount
of R: 2. - to be mobilised by Indian
Railway Firyy -¢ Corporation through issue
ofbonds.unf:: - nately, due to adverse bond
market cond * .ns, Indian Railway Finance
Corporatior nas so far been able to mobilise
only a meagre amount of Rs. 10.5 cr., even
though the rate of interest on the bonds was
increased from 9% to 10.5% tax-free. The
Plan was in jeopardy. Since infrastructure
development is crucial for economic devel-
opment, | have decidedto keepthe Plan size
intact. ut of Rs. 1,200 cr. to be mobilised
through bonds, an amount of Rs. 238 cr. is
proposed to be met through intemal re-
source generation of Railways themselves.
Indian Railway Finance Corporation has paid
Rs. 530 cr. from its own corpus and is making
further efforts to mobilise resources.

14. 4 Sir, the Railways' capacity has
now reached a plateau and there is hardiy
any slack leftintne system. Massive outiays
are needed for creation of additional capac-
ity and for replacement of assets. Develop-
ment of alternaive routes through gauge
conversion has become a necessity for
smooth flow of rail traffic and for opening up
areas for development., The size of the
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Eighth Plan may require a mid-term upward
revision. :

Annual Plan, 1993-94

15. 1 The outlay for the Railway Plan,
1993-94 is fixed at Rs. 6,500 cr. as against
the Plan size of Rs. 5,710 cr. for the current
year. If one takes into account the general
inflation and the increase in steel prices due
to decontrol, the size of the Plan for 1993-94
will, in realterms, be not more than that of he
currentyear. A notable feature of this Plan is
that the budgetary support provided is only
Rs.960cr. Anamount of Rs. 4,640 cr. willbe
met from out of the intemally generated
resources and the balance of Rs.900 cr. is
propos Jitoberaisedthroughissue of bonds.
Itis for the first time that more tan 70% of the
Plan outlay is being funded by the resources
generateu internally, after payment of divi-
dend in full.

15.2 | am also conscious of the fact that
whatever resources are available, have to
be utilised optimally. Only inescpable and
absolutely essential new works are being
included in the budget, and the additional
transport capacity will be created in a most
cost-effective manner.

15. 3 The thrust areas in the Plan are
rehabilitation of assets, acquisition of rolling
stock, gauge conversion, electrification and
other essential works.

15. 4 Sir, in times to come, massive
resources will be required to maintain and
build up this vital infrastructure and it cannot
be left to the Railways alone to raise re-
sources through intemal generation and |
beseech the support and valuable guidance
of the House on this important matter.

New Lines, Gauge Conversions and
Doublings

16.1 | am happy to inform the House

that 319 kilometres of new line projects and
sections are targeted to be opened before
the end of March, 1993, These are:

1. Amguri-Tuli
2. Alleppey-Kayankulam
3. Telapur-Patancheru
] 4. Bilaspur-Rudrapur of Rampur-New

Haldwani project

5. Dindigul-Madurai of Karur-Dindigul-
Tuticorin project

6. Talchar-Angul of Talcher-Sambalpur
project

7. Trichur-Guruvayur
8. Satna-Rewa

9. Gwalior-Sanichara and Khajuri to
Shivpuri of Guna-Etawah project

10. Mathura-Deeg of Mathura-Alwar
project

11. Sambalpur-Maneswar of Talcher-
Sambalpur project

16.2 The following new line projects and
sections totalling 269 km are programmed to
be completed during 1993-94:

1. Deeg-Alwar of Mathura-Alwar rail-
way line

2. Challakere-Rayadurg of Chitradurg-
Rayadurg project '

3. Lakshmipur-Rayagada of Koraput-
Rayagada project

4. Rudrapur-Lalkua of Rampur-Kath-
godam project.
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With the opening of these sections, the
following four projects would be completed:

1. Mathura-Alwar

2. Koraput-Rayagada
3. Chitradurg-Rayadurg
4. Rampur-Kathgodam

16.3 | am happy to inform the House
that clearance of Pi:anning Commission has
since been received for taking up broad
gauge lines from Narkher to Amravati and
Nizamabad to Peddapalli via Karimnagar
andthese lines which will bring about speedy
development in backward areas have been
includedin the Budget for 1993-94. Another
new line from Daitari to Banspani has been
taken up to handle traffic for the new steel
plant coming up in the area.

16.4 As the House is aware, Indian
Railways have embarked on the project
‘Unigauge’ in a big way. When | announced
last year that 1,200 kilometres of guage
conversion will be complete in 1992-93,
several doubts were expressed. These
doubts were legitimate as the track record of
the indian Railways in the Seventh Plan was
to complete gauge conversion at the rate of
100 kilometres per year. Sir, | am happy to
inform the House that gauge conversions of
Bangalore-Mysore, Lalgarh-Nagaur, Din-
digul-Madurai (Parallel BG), Lalgarh-Kolayat,
Naidad-Kapadvanj, Mankapur-Katra,
Fazilka-Kotkapura, Sawaimadhopur-Jaipur,
Lucknow-Harauni, Bangalore-Yelahanka,
Parbhani-Parli Vaijnath, Purulia-Kotshila,
Madurai-Virudunagar, Guntur-Narasaraopet,
totalling 880 km have ailready been com-
pleted this year. It is expected that gauge
conversion of the following sections will also
be completed in the current year:

1. Dethi-Rewari

2. Bellary-Ravadurg

3.Harauni-Unnao

4 Burhwal-Mahmudabad

5. Bangalore-Tumkur

6. Aurangabad-Jaina

7. Nagaur-Merta Road

8. Virudunagar-Tuticorin

9. Bolarum-Secunderabad-Falaknuma

| am quite contident that during the year
1992-93 Indian Railways will surpass the
stiff target of 1,200 kilometres of gauge
conversion by more than 150 kilometres. |
am sure, the House would join me in con-
gratulating Railwaymen for this notable
achievement.

16.5 The opening of about 1,350 kilo-
metres of gauge conversion in the very first
year of the Eighth Plan augurs well for the
unigauge project.

16.6 The following new gauge conver-
sion works have been included in the Budget
for 1993-94:

1. Rewari-Bhatinda

2. Lumding-Dibrugarh with linked
branches

3. Jodhpur-Jaisalmer
4. Neemuch-Ratlam
5. Phulera-Ahmedabad
6. Luni-Marwar

It\is proposed to open 1,600 kilometres
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of gauge conversionin 1993-94. Thus, inthe
firsttwo years of the Plan, we will be complet-
ing gauge conversion totalling about 2,950
kilometres, as against the Eighth Plan target
of 6,000 kilometres.

16.7 Besides, Railways have already
taken up survey for conversion of Miraj-Latur
with extension up to Latur Road. The survey
for conversion of Rupsa-Bangriposiline with
extension up to Gurumahisani has been
included in the Budget for 1993-94. On
completion of the Survey, the Railways will
take up conversion of Miraj-Latur section
with extension upto be a ‘New Service' will
be met from out of the allotment that will be
voted by Parliament undel Demand on 16for
1993-94.

16.8 Doubling of about 200 kilometres
of track wili be completed during 1992-93.
Another 250 kilometres are proposed to be
completed in 1993-94.

16.9 The following new doubling works
have been included in the Budget for 1993-
94:

1. Karpurigram-Siho
2. Gajapatinagaram-Vizianagaram
3. Jhapater Dhal-Guskara

Track Renewais

17. The House is aware of the impor-
tance that we have been placing on track
renewals to minimise the incidences of rail
fractures. speed restrictions and deraiiments.
The accumulated arrears of track renewals
which stood at 19,500 kilometres at the
beginning of the Seventh Plan came down to
9,600 by March, 1992. with the adoption of
unigauge policy, renewals of metre gauge
and narrow gauge routes proposed for con-
version to broad guauge would be restricted
to safety renewals. The target for track re-

ne\.als set for 1993-94 is 2,550 kilometres,
including 250 kilometres of safety
renewals on the metre gauge. This would
leave arrears of 4,400 kilometres of track
i 1ewals on the broad gauge. This would
eave arrears of 4,400 kilometres of track
renewals on the broad gauge. Due to re-
source crunch, there will be some spill-over
into the Ninth Plan. We will, however, make
efforts to liquidate the arrears on the high
density routes.

Metropolitan Transport Project

18.1 The House is aware that the two
sections, Esplanade-Tollyganj and Dum
Dum-Belgachia, totalling 10 kilometres of
the Metro Railway, Calcutta are already under
commercial operation. The work on the
remaining stretch of 6.5 kilometres between
Esplanade and Belgachia is in progress and
itis expected that this stretch will be commis-
sioned by March, 1995.

18.2 An 18 kilometre long rail line from
Mankhurd to Belapur with a bridge across.
Thane creek is under construction. The 13
kilometre stretch Mankhurd-Vashi-Nerul has
been opened to traffic. The remaining work
is likely to be completed by June, 1993.

18.3 The Rapid Transit system from
Madras Beach to Luz is under execution.
The sub-section from Madras Beach to Park
Town has already been opened to traffic.
The balance portion from Park Town to Luz
is likely to be completed by March, 1985.

Konkan Railway Corporation

19. Konkan Railway Corporation is beset
with financial difficulties, as it has not been
possible to mobilise funds trough raising of
tax-free bonds. The immediate problems
have, however, been taken care of and | am
happy to inform the House that the project is
proceeding according to schedule. Two
sections, Mangalore-Udipi and Roha-Veer
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are ready for commissioning.
Railway Electrification

20.1 As the House is aware, Railway
Electrification of heavy density routes is being
assigned a high priority to reduce our de-
pendence on petroleum products. |am happy
to inform the House thatin 1991-92, electri-
fication of 726 route kilometres was com-
plete against the target of 675 route kilo-
metres.

20.2 Electrification of about 500 route
kilometres will be completed in the current
year. Kazipet-Sanatnagar section will be fully
electrified, as also parts of Bina-Katnii-Bi-
laspur and Sonnagar-Garhwa Road sec-
tions.

Production Units

21.1 The performance of Production
Units has been satisfactory inthe year 1991-
92,

21.2 Diesel Locomotive Works, Var-
anasiachievedits target of production of 150
Diesel Locomotives.

21.3 Chittaranjan Locomotive Works
produced 115 electric locomotives, as against
the target of 105 electric locomotives. It also
produced 45 diesel locomotives.

21.4 Integral Coach Factory produced
1,016 coaches, exceeding its manufacturing
capacity of 1,000 coaches.

21.5 Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala
manufactured 915 coaches, as against the
target of 750 coaches.

21.6 Wheel and Axel Plant, Bangalore
exceeded the target of 27,000 wheel sets by
manufacturing 33,286 wheel sets. This
improved performance has resulted in sav-
ings of foreign exchange of about Rs. 14 cr.

21.7 Diesel Component Works, Patiala
is engaged in manufacture of spares for
diesellocomotives and rebuilding of old diesel
locomotives. Itsturnoverin 1991-92was Rs.
49.2 cr. as against the target of Rs. 41.6 cr.

21.8Inthe current yeartoo, the Produc-
tion Units are all set to achieve the targets.

Energy Conservation

22.Indian Railways place greatempha-
sis on building an energy-efficient transport
system. The energy bill of the Railways
constitutes about 20% of the working ex-
penses and bulk of this is on traction. Of the
three modes of traction-steam, diesel and
electric, steam is the least energy-efficient
and is being phased out at an accelerated
pace. In the current year, about 650 steam
locomotives are likely to be withdrawn from
service. By 1996-97, there will be no steam
locomotive on the board gauge. The energy
conservation measures and programmes
have been identified. A fuel-efficient kit has

recently been developed and will be retrofit-

ted on the diesel locos progressively from
this year to minimise fuel consumption.

23. The House is aware that the Railway
Fare and Freight Committee, headed by Dr.
D.M. Nanjundappa, is examiniflg the entire
gamut of the railway fare and freight struc-
ture. The Report of the Committee may
become available next year.

Productivity Liked Bonus

24. Productivity Linked Bonus, equalto
49 days’' wages, was paid forthe year 1991-
92.

Indian Railway Welfare Organisation

25. Indian Railway Welfare Organisa-
tion is constructing houses for Railwaymen
on ‘No Profit, No Loss’ basis. It has already
undentaken six housing schemes at NOIDA,
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Gurgaon, Gorakhpur, Cak.utta, Madras and
Gaziabad for constructing about 3,000
houses. Besides, land has been acquired at
seven more locations, Allahabad, Bombay,
Faridabad, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Meerut and
Panchkula for future housing projects.

Indian Railway Finance Corporation

26.1 The Corporation was to raise Rs.
1,200 cr. through market borrowing in the
current year. Unfortunately, due to adverse
bond market conditions, the Corporation has
not been able to mobilise resources despite
the rate of intereston the bonds having been
increased from 9% to 10.5% tax-free. The
Corporation also suffered a setback as a
result of default on the part of Canfina to
make due payments. | assure the House that
all efforts are being made to get back the
amount from Canfina as early as possible.
The Corporation declared a dividend of 8%
of the paid-up share capital, amounting to
Rs. 18.5¢r. in 1991-92.

indian Railway Construction Company

26.2 Indian Railway Construction
Company recorded a tumoverof Rs. 318cr.
with net foreign exchange eamings of Rs.
22.2 cr. The Company made a profit before
tax of Rs. 13 cr. and declared a dividend of
10% of the paid-up share capital, amounting
to Rs. 49.5 lakhs in 1991-92. The Company
has successfully completed projects in Tur-
key, Bangladesh and Indonesia and has
secured contractsin Malaysia, Bangladesh,
Saudi Arabia and Indonesia.

Rail india Technical and Economics
Services

26.3 Rail India Technical and Eco-
nomic Services registered a tumover of Rs.
54.9 cr. with net foreign exchange eamings
of Rs. 5.3 cr. The Company made a profit
before tax of Rs. 7.9 cr. and declared a
dividend of 37 5% of the paid-up share capital

amountingto Rs. 37.5lakhsin 1991-92. The
Company has successfully completed proj-
ects in Algeria, Bangladesh and Nepal and
secured contracts in Ghana, Indonesia,
Mozambique, Swaziland, Tanzania and
Zambia.

Container Corporation of India

26.4 The turnover of Container Corpo-
ration of India has been steadily going up. It
was 10 cr. in 1989-90, Rs. 32.2 cr. in 1990-
91 and Rs. 50 cr. in 1991-92. The Company
declared a dividend of Rs. 50 lakhs in 1991-
92. During 1991-92 CONCOR commissioned
container freight station at Mulund, domes-
tic container terminals at Shalimar and soft
coke siding, Tughlakabad. In the current
year, two inland container depots, one at
Tughlakabad and the other at Bangalore,
will be commissioned. These depots have
been designed as ‘state-of-the-ant’ termi-
nals.

Sports

27. Indian Railways continue to retain
their pre-eminence in the sphere of national
sports. During the year 1991-92, Railway
sportspersons participated in 35 National
Championships and won 18 National titles.
Arjuna Award, the Nation's highest recogni-
tion in the field of sports, has been conterred
on a Railway sportsman. Inthe current year,
Railway sportsperson have so far partici-
pated in 26 Nationa! Championships and
won 16 National titles.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE
(Bolpur): What about Sandeep Dutta, Cap-
tain of the Railway Football Team who was
killed? He died during the match. There is
not a word of sympathy.

SHRI C.K. JAFFER SHARIEF: | am
sure the House will join me in expressing the
condolences to his family. After the prepara-
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tion of the Budget this unfortunate incident
happened.

Medicare

28. Itis well known that the Perambur
Railway Hospital has done pioneering work
in Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery. At pres-
ent, about 900 operations are performedin a
year. | am told that railway servants have to
wait for about two to three months for sur-
gery. due to constraints of space and funds.
| am directing the Ministry to cause expan-
sion of the Cardiology Ward and upgrade
facilities.

Technological Improvements

29. As the House is aware, the Indian
Railways are making all endeavours to in-
crease the productivity of the system through
modemisation and technological upgrada-
tion. Towards this end, we have taken action
in several directions.

(a) Thetrack structure is being strength-’

ened by providing heavier and
stronger rails and concrete sleep-
ers. Therails are weldedto provide
for a safer and comfortable travel.

(b) BCNA wagons have been intro-
duced for enabling increased
throughput.

{c) Recently, Chittaranjan Locomotive
Works has produced the first proto-
type electric locomotive of 5000
h.p.forfreightoperation. | am happy
to inform the House that this land-
mark has been achieved entirely
through indigenous efforts. This
locomotive is provided with spe-
cially designed high capacity trans-
formers and high adhesion fabn-
cated bogies and will, to a large
extent, help avoid double-heading
on graded sections.

(d) Designs have been finalised for a
rail bus having a capacity of 75
seats on the broad gauge and 60
on the metre gauge. This bus can
be driven in both the directions
without tuming and will provide a
quick shuttle service on low-den-
sity branch lines in rural areas.

(e) Designs have been finalised for
diesel multiple units which can be
run with high fuel efficiency and
fast acceleration in any combina-
tion from three to nine coaches.
These units will have the capacity
to achieve the same transittime as
Mail/Express trains and can be
utilised on branch lines and in non-
electrified suburban areas around
maijor cities.

() Indian Railways, in collaboration
with RDSO, IIT Delhi and Industry
have developed their own version
of electronic interfocking which is
the latest improved technology in
the signalling field. This system is
beinginstalled as atrial measure at
two stations and has the advan-
tages of less storage space, less
power comsumption and can be
easily modified as and when yard
remodelling takes place.

{g) Efforts to upgrade technoloyv for
production of high-speed coaches
would be pursued so that the po-
tential of Rail Coach Factory, Ka-
purthala is fully realised.

industrial Relations

30. Sir, Indian Railways fully recognise
that for higher productivity and efficiency of
the system, total involvement of all Railway-
men is needed. The continuing harmonious
and cordial indusnal relations have im-
mansely helped the Railways to achieve the
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desired goals. We greatly value the con-
structure role played by the organised labour
atvarious levels as well as in the Permanent
Negotiating Machinery. The Corporate En-
terprise Groups which have been function-
ing at Divisional, Zonéal and Railway Board
levels, provide an excellent forum for ex-
change of views and suggestions for better
performance of the system.

SHRIBASUDEB ACHARIYA (Bankura):
What about those railway employees who
have been ousted in 19807 You have not
reinstated them.

SHRI SOBANADREESWARA RAO
VADDE (Vijayawada): At least in respéct of
such employees you should given an assur-
ance.

Budget Estimates, 1993-94

SHRI C.K. JAFFER SHARIEF: 31.1 |
shall now deal with the Budget Estimates for
the coming financial year, 1993-94.In 1993-
94, the Railways are expected to carry 370
million tonnes of revenue eaming traffic.
which is 20 million tonnes more than the
level of 350 million tonnes likely to be achieved
in the current year. As regards passenger
traffic, a growth rate of 6% over the traffic
likely to be camied in the current year is
anticipated.

31.2 On the basis of these projections.
the gross traffic receipts at current fares and
freight rates are estimated atRs, 17,173cr.,
anincrease of Rs. 1,058 cr. overthe Revised
Estimates for the current year.

31.3 The Ordinary Working Expenses
for the year 1993-94 are estimated at Rs.
11,955 cr., an increase of Rs. 1,380 cr. over
the Revised Estimates for the current year.
This increase 1s mainly to cover the cost of
inputs for the incremental traffic, increase in
price of fuel and other inputs, additional
payment of Deamess Allowance and addi-

tional lease charges payable to the Indian
Railway Finance Corporation.

31.4 It is proposed to step up the
contribution to Depreciation Reserve Fund
from Rs. 2,300 cr. in the current year to Rs.
2,400 cr. in 1993-94.

31.5 The contribution to Pension Fund
is proposed to be increased from Rs. 1,200
cr.inthe current year to Rs. 1,500 cr. in the
coming year. '

31.6 A Memorandum on the rate of
dividend payable to the General Revenues
on the Capital-at-charge has been submit-
ted to the Railway Convention Committee.
Meanwhile, provision for dividend for the
year 1993-94 has been made at the same
rate as adoptedforthe year 1992-93, except
that fhe quantum of paymentto States in lieu
of passenger fare tax, has been increased
from Rs. 23 cr. to Rs. 41 cr. per annum. On
this basis. the dividend liability fr 1993-94
works outto Rs. 1,253 cr.

31.7 The total working expenses, com-
prising ordinary working expenses and
appropnations to Depreciation Reserve Fund
and Pension Fund are expected to be Rs.
15.855cr. After adding he net miscellaneous
receipts of Rs. 282 cr., the net revenue will
amount to Rs. 1,600 cr. After payment of
dividendof Rs. 1,253cr., the Railways willbe
left with an amount of Rs. 347 cr. As against
this, the Railways Railways require Rs. 2,195
cr., compnsing Rs. 1,860 cr. for works to be
financed from Capital Fund and Rs. 235 cr.
for works chargeable to Development Fund.

32.1 Sir, the House is aware of the
economic conditions prevailing in the coun-
try and the all round increases in the cost of
inputs. The Railways have been continu-
ously striving to absorb the impact of escala-
tions in costs to the maximum extent. They
have also restrained themselves from effect-
ing a mid-year fare and freight hike conse-
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quent upon increases in cost of petroleum
products, steel, electricity tariff rates etc.
However, some increases infares andfreight
rates have now become inescapable.

32.2 The Railways have been exempt-
ing certain commodities from freight in-
creases inthe past. | proposeto continue the
exemptions given in the past in the respect
of the following commodities:

1. Salt for human consumption

2. Kerosene

3. Livestock

4. QOilseeds

5. Liquid petroleum gas

6. Edible oils

7. Fodder

8. Gur, Shakkar and Jaggery

9. Fruits and vegetables

10. Tea

11. Organic manures; and

12. Chemical manures

32.3 Sir, recently on the basis of the
recommendations of the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee, the Railways have reduced
the freight rates of eighteen vaneties of
chemical manures, thus foregoing substan-

tial revenue. | do not propose to disturb this
arrangement.

32.4 Itis, however, proposed 1o with-
draw the exemptions from freight increases
given in the past in respect of four commodi-
lies, namely, grains & pulses, sugar, diesel
and oil cake.

32.5 The freight rates for all commodi-
ties are proposed tobe increased by 10% for
distances upto 500 kilometres (inclusive)
and 12% for distances from 501 kilometres
and above. These increases will also apply
to the twelve exempted commodities men-
tioned earlier.

32.6 The freight consignments are
booked either as ‘pre-paid’ or ‘to-pay’. In
respect of 'to-pay’ consignments, a sur-
charge of 5% is presently leviable. Sir, it has
been noticed that in respect ot coal, which
accounts for more than 40% of the originat-
ing tonnage, abnormal delays take place in
realisation of freightcharges, whichinaway,
tantamounts to grant of an interest-free loan
tothe consignees. In orderto discourage this
practice, it is proposed to increase the “o-
pay' surcharge from 5% to 10% in respect of
coal only.

32.7 My proposals in regard to passen-
ger fares are as under:

(iy 1 do not propose to increase the
fares for Second Class ordinary
upto a distance of 100 kilometres.
However, the fares in he 1-15 kilo-
metre slab will be rounded offto the
next rupee. Consequently, inthe 1-
10 kilometre slab, the fare will be
Rs.2instead of Rs. 1.50 andin the
11-15 kilometre slab it willbe Rs. 4
instead of Rs. 3.50. In respect of
distances beyond 100 kilometres,
the Second Class ordinary fares
are proposed to be increased by
10%. Sir, more than 80% of the
Second Class Ordinary passengers
travel up to a distance of 100 kilom-
eres and will thus notbe affected by
this increase.

(i) The fares for AC First Class. First
Class. AC Sleeper, AC Chair Car
and Second Class MailExpress are
proposed to be raised by 10% for
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all distances. Fares for Rajdhani
Expresses, August Kranti Rajdhani
Express and Shatabdi Express
trains are also proposedto be suita-
bly increased. The minimum fare
for each class will be revised suita-
bly to multiples of Rs. ten.

(iii) At present, the Railways levy sleeper
surcharge in addition tothe normal
fare a the rate of Rs. 15 upto 500
kilometres, Rs. 20 from 501to 1000
kilometres and Rs. 25 beyond 1001
kilometres. It is proposed to re-
place this arrangement by intro-
ducing a new class of travel, desig-
nated as “Sleeper Class”in respect
of both Mail/Express and ordinary
trains. The fare for this new Class
will be 25% higher than that for
Ordinary and Mail/Express Second
Class. However. with the introduc-
tion of this Class, the existing sys-
tem of recovering separate sleeper
surcharge will stand abolished and
therefore the net increase will be
small. Sir, it has been our expen-
ence that passengers who do not
have sleeper reservations, enter
the Second Class sleeper caches
causing inconvenience to the pas-
sengers with reserved accommo-
dation. With the proposed intro-
duction of the new Sleeper Class,
only passengers holding tickets for
this class, will be allowed to travel
in the sleeper coaches. To further
ensure this, the minimum charge-
able distance for this Class is pro-
posed to be 200 kilometres.

(iv) Sir, there is an increasing demand
for superfast trains and Railways
have decided that trains which have
an average speed of 55 kms or
more on the Broad Gauge and 45
kms or more on the Metre Gauge
will be designated as superfast

trains. As a result of this, a number
of trains have been deleted from
the list of superfast trains. | pro-
pose to revise the supplementary
charge fortravel by superfast trains

as under:

AC Sleeper

First Class from Rs. 12to Rs. 15

AC Chair Car

Sleeper Class Rs. 10, as against
Rs. 6 for the existing

Second Class sleeper.

Second Class fromRs. 2105

{(v) There is an everincreasing demand
for introducing computensed reservation
system. The existing reservation charges in
respect of reservations done through com-
puters, are inadequate keeping in view the
heavy costinvolve in installation and mainte-
nance of computerised reservation system.
The reservation charges for computerised
reservations are accordingly proposedtobe
increased as under:

AC First Class from Rs. 20 Rs. 25

AC Sleeper, FirstClass, fromRs. 1010

Rs. 15
AC Chair Car
Sleeper Class Rs.10,as againstRs.7
for the
existing Second Class
sleeper.
Second Class (Seat) from Rs. 3 to
Rs. 5

There will be no change in respect of
reservations done manually.

(vi) Sir, the Railways’ efforts in reducing
overcrowding on the platforms
through the print and electronic
media have not met with desired
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success. The Railways would like
to keep the price of platform tickets
sufficiently high to deter people
from crowdingthe station platforms
butthis cannot be kept at more than
the minimum fare for Second Class
Ordinary. Itis accordingly proposed
to increase the price of platform
ticket from Rs. 1.5to Rs. 2.

(vii) Sir, the House is aware that the
suburban services on Indian Rail-
ways are heavily subsidised. To-
day, a person holding a monthly
season ticket can perform unlim-
ited number of trips by paying afare
equivalent to 8 single journeys to
23single joumeys, depending upon
the distance he travels. There has
also been a steep increase in the
operational costs, particularly due
to hikes in the electricity tariff rates.
it is proposed now to increase the
fares for Second Class Monthly
Season Tickets by the following
amounts:-

Distance (km) Increase of (Rs.)

1-50 5.00
51-100 10.00
101-120 20.00
121-140 30.00
141-beyond 40.00

Sir, since about B0% of the commuters
travel upto a distance of 50 kilometres, they
will be aftected only marginally as the in-
crease in their cases has been limited to Rs.
5 per monthly season ticket.

(viii) The quarterly season ticket holders
will continue to be charged at 2 1/2 times the
Monthly Season Tocket fares. First Class

season tickets will continue to be charged at
4timesthe second class seasonticket fares.

(ix) At present, parcel traffic and goods
in “Smalls” are charged at different rates.
The carriage of smalls in goods wagons
leads to loss of earning capacity of wagons
and delay in transit to consignments. It is
proposed to rationalise the freight rates for
less than wagon load goods consignments
and parcels so as to have uniform rates for
both categories of traffic. This rationalisation
is proposed mainly to simplify the existing
system for booking and also for giving flexi-
bility to the Railways to carry such consign-
ments in brake vans, parcel vans vehicles or
goods wagons.

33. The above proposals, which are
proposed tobe made effective from 1.4.1993
are expected to yield an additional revenue
of Rs. 1,848 crores in the year, 1993-94.

34.1 Sir, | am privileged to be the head
of the Railway family at a time when the.
Railways are poised for epoch-making
achievements. Sir, | have been, in no small
measure, receiving the understanding and
full support of the Prime Minister, Shri P.V.
Narasimha Rao, in tackling very delicate
problems faced by the Railways fromtime to
time. | acknowledge the dwdication and
devation of the Railwaymen. The physical
and financial performance of the Raitways is
indeed laudable. The indebtedness to Gen-
eral revenues which stood at Rs. 850 cr. in
1990-91is expectedtobeliquidatedin 1992-
93, an achievement as yet unsurpassed,
and perhaps unsurpassable, in the annals of
Indian Railways. The Nation can be justly
proud of the Indian Railways' achievements
since independence. The unigauge pro-
gramme, modemisation and upgradation of
the system, hand-in-hand with human re-
source development, would enable the Rail-
ways to scale new heights of performance.
Given the present track record, we can expect
the Railways to do that provided tunds for
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infrastructure developments are forthcom-
ing, as there are limitations to intemal gen-
eration of resources.

34.2 With these words, Sir,| commend
the Railway Budgetfor 1993-94 tothis House.

(Interruptions)

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA: You have
notreinstated the dismissed railway employ-
ees. You have not said anything aboutthem.
(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Sit down please.
(Interruptions)

SRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE
(Bolpur): Hon. Prime Minister is here. (Inter-
ruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: You have to sit down
first. Shn Sobhanadreeswara Rao Vadde,
you sit down first.

(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: Sir,
you are aware of the issue of the reinstate-
ment of the retremched and dismissed rail-
way employees. We have raised this issue
on several occasions. Some of the Con-
gress Members of Pariament and some of
the hon. Ministers who are now sitting there
also raised this issue on the fioor of the
House.

Shn George Femnandes had passed an
Order for their reinstatement but that was not
given effect to. Shn George Ferandes was
the then Radway Minister. Shri Chandra
Shekhar, during his Government, reiterated
that and directed the actual reinstatement of
those employees, according to the decision
of Shn George Femandes.

The raitway ministry remains. Shn C K.

Jafter Sarief did not say ‘'no’. He always said
that he would give it his sympathetic consid-
eration. He never refused it.

Buttilltoday we are waiting for a favour-
able decision. Some of these poor employ-
ees have been liquidated by the process of
natural wear and tear year after year. They
are dying and starving. Heavens will not fall
if they are reinstated.

| appeal to the hon. Prime Minister for
theirreinstatement. Letthese people atleast
understand that justice is not being deniedto
them. There are not thousands and thou-
sands of them. Some people were dismissed
without any charge-sheet, without any trial
and without any allegation against them.

This Government has never denied the
commitment made by Shri George Fermnan-
des. We have been demanding for their
reinstatement. Some of the Congress
Members are Ministers today. | do not want
to say anything against them. | have affec-
tion for them. But | hope they will make their
presence felt and go to the Prime Minister
and tell him.

| request and eamestly appeal to the
Prime Minister to consider at least the dis-
missed railway employees and letus have a
good gesture. Let us also have the working
people with us. (Interruptions)

[Translation]

MR. SPEAKER: Please take you- seat
first. Listen to me first and please take your
seat.

(Interruptons)
MR. SPEAKER: | am unable to hear

anyone of you and nothing is going on rec-
ord.

(Interniptions)
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MR. SPEAKER: Acharyaji, please take
yourseat. | canhearnone of you and nothing
is going on record. Please take your seat
first.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Rao, please take
your seat first.

(Interruptions)

MR.SPEAKER: ShriBasudeb Acharia,
you should sit down.

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO
VADDE (Vijayawada): The orders given al-
ready are not implemented.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Sobhanadrees-
wara Rao, you should sit down first. All the
time you are behaving like this. Please sit
down. Let me facilitate your talking. All the
time you are behaving like this. This is not
proper. Please sit down now.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: If all of you stand up
and if all of you speak, nothing is recorded.
If you have 1o speak, you should stand up
one by one. Now, please sit down.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: | will allow you. But
then let us understand that this House IS
going to discuss the Budget. And you can
extensively make your statement. You can
make your points also. Butifthere are one or
two points to be made by some senior
Members and some junior Members aiso, |
can allow. But it should not be a matter in
which every Member gets up, takes up and
says hat he wants to speak whether he has
got some matenal to say or not. Now, Shn
Chandra Shekhar to speak.

(Interruptions)

SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR (Ballia):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon, Member Shri
Somnath Chatterjee has made an appeal to
the Prime Minister. | know a little bit about
this case.

(Interruptions)
[Translation]

KUMARIUMA BHARTI(Khajuraho): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member had said
yesterday that bullets should be fired on us.
Is he going to repeat the same thing?

(Interruptions)
[English]

SHRI CHANRA SHEKHAR: | think that
the Railway Minister has to concede the
demand that has been made by Shri Som-
nath Chetterjee. The number is very small
and the Railways will not be heavily bur-
dened by taking back those employees in
service. Their case is genuine. Even if there
are some hard cases. the Railway Minister
should be generous enough of concede the
demand. | hope that he will respond favoura-
bly to the appeal made by Shri Somnath
Chatterjee.

[Translation]

SHRI NITISH KUMAR ( Barh): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the Railway Budget presented
in this House by the hon. Railway Minister
has totally neglected the Eastem India and
particularty Bihar_ It appears from this Budget
that this Budget has a partial approach to-
wards the country. This is a gross injustice
and this is not at all a balanced Budget. |
would like to request the Hon. Prime Minister
through you that in view of this gross imbal-
ance and the problems of the Eastemn India,
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some provisions should be made in this
Budget. (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Raise this point at the
time of debate on this Budget. You can
speak on it in detail a that time.

(Interruptions)

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: | will certainly
raise it at that time too. but you also have
been listening to the statement being read by
the Railway Minister while presenting this
Budget. | had said it last year also that the
Railway Budget was creating regional im-
balances. This is totally an imbalanced
Budget. He has made a reference in his
speech to the integration of the entire coun-
try, but this Budget does not reflect any such
thing. This cannot be called a national Budget.
| am not going into party politics; it is the
question of the entire country.

Mr. Speaker. Sir, it is the successive
second year when the Govemnment has
presented a very imbalanced Railway Budget
in his House. We express our deep resent-
ment_on this Budget. This budget has ne-
glected alarge pan of this country. which will
give way to discontent among the people
there.

[English]
This is not good for the country.

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO
VADDE: Threugh you, | seek a clarification
from the hon. Railway Minister. The High
Court has given an order to take back some
of the employees. Orders are given already.
Butthat is not being implemented. How long
should they suffer? Why not the Railway
Minister make some statement that they
would be reinstated immediate by? (Inter-
ruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: We take up the discus-
sion on...

(Interruptions)
15.16 hrs.

At This Stage, Shn' V. Dhananjaya Kumar
and some other Hon. Members came and
stood on the floor near the table
(Interruptions)

15.17 hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven

of the Clock on Thursday, February 25,
1993/Phalguna 6, 1914 (Saka)
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