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the fallinthe production of wheat, the Govern-
ment may have toimport wheatthis yeartoo.

This yearweatheris unfavourable for Rabi
crops. This year average day temperature in
Punjab, Haryana and Westem Uttar Pradeshis
Boto 120c¢. This temperature s regarded more
thantheno rmaltemperature forwheat produc-
tion.

States like Punjab. Haryana and Uttar
Preadesh produce 50 percentwheat ofthe total
production of country. And these states contrib-
ute 78 percent of wheatinthe central pool

Agnculturalexperts guess that wheatpro-
duction may fallfrom 3010 35 percentinHaryana
duetouncertainweather. Thereis a possibiiity
of 3510 40 per centtall in productionin Punjab
. The production of wheat may fall in Uttar
Pradeshin proportiontothat of Haryana. The
Union Ministry of Agriculture hadfixed target of
560 lakh tonne this year during Rabi compaign
butthere s littie possibility to achieve this target.

Theprices of potash phosphatefertilizers
have increased 11/2-3times after they have
beendecontrolied. The farmers discontinued
the use off these fertilizers due to increase in
their prices and substituted it with nitrogen
(wreia). Itisclearthatthe use offertizersis also
notbalanced. 3oto 16 ctemperatureisanideal
temperature for the cultivation of high yielding
varieties of wheat like HD— 2285, WH—291,
WH—423 and Sonalika. The productivity in
Punjab. Haryana and Uttar Pradesh has also
decreasedduring last two—there years, as a
result the production is confined to 260 lakh
tonne.

Discontentmentamong the fammers onpro-

duction andinadequate supportpriceis likelyto
have adverseimpact on of wheat.

Therefore, | requestthe Central Govem-
ment to take concrete steps to cheek fall in
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production. Along withit, subsidy onfertilizers
may be restored so that the farmers may be
encouragedtoproduce more wheat.

{vii)Needforconversionof Katihar- Jogbani
metre gauge railway line into broad

gauge

[ Translation]

SHRI SUKDEO PASWAN (Araria) .Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, have requestedthe hon.
Minister of Railways for conversion of Katihar -
Jogbanimetre gauge lineinto broad gauge line
severaltimes. The demandfor conversion of
Katihar - Jodgbanirailway line which is situated
onindo—Nepalborderis veryimportant. The
Ministry of Railways will get revenue worth
crores of rupees afterthis line is converted into
broadgaugeline. Goodsistransportedto Nepal
from other parts of the countries by thousands of
trucks. Workers inlarge number go to Delhi,
Haryana, Punjab, Karnatakaetc everyday. A
large number of tourists from Nepal come to
India to visit different places.

Theretore, | requestthatKatihar—Jogbani
metregauge line shouldbe convertedintobroad
gauge line immediately

(viii)Need to set up a mini steel plant in
Ghazipurdistrict, Uttar Pradesh.

[ Transiation)

SHRI VISHWANATH SHASTRI
{Ghazipur) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, eastern
distnicts of Uttar Pradesh, particulady Ghazipur
districtis a mostbackward district. Backward-
ness of the area is not likely to be removed
unless aplanned industrial development place
there.

Thedistrict, that playedanimportantrolein
the Freedom struggle has notbeen developedto
the expectation duringlast 43 years. |cameto
know that the Central Govemment had consid



