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(vill) Needtosupply adequate quantity
of keroseneto Ranchi in Bihar

SHRIRAMTAHAL CHOUDHARY (Ranchi):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, under Rule 377, | would
liketo informyouthat there is acute shortage of
kerosence oilin my pariamentary constituency
Ranchi. This is a tribal dominated area andis
quietbackward. The residents of this place use
kerosene oil forallpurposeinciuding marmiages,
imgation etc. Theresidents of uraban areas use
kercsence for cooking purposes. Due to heavy
cutinsupply of kerosene affected fromJanuary,
the people are facing a lot of difficulties. The
short supply of kerosene is causing a lot of
inconvenience tothe students because they are
unable to undertake their studies as well as

|, therefore, urge the Government tomake
arrangements for the adequate supply of
kerosena oil to Ranchi.
13.30hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned for lunch till
thirty minutes past fourteen of the clock.

The Lok Sabha re-assembled after Lunch
at thirty-five minutes past Fourteen of the
Clock.

(MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the chair)

14.35hrs.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (GENERAL),
1993-94

[English
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: TheHouseshall
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now take up discussion and voting on the
Demands for Grants under the control of the
Ministry of Defence.

As has already been annonced by the hon.
Speaker yesterday, the Members willing to
send their cut motions will sand them within 15
minutes, indicating the Serial Number of the cut
motions thatthey would like to move.

SHRIJASWANT SINGH (Chittorgarh): Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, to the best of my
recollection, the last debate on the demands for
grants of the Ministry of Defence was held in
September 1891. That is amongst the other
reasons underlying the crucial importance of
this particular discussion.

Isubmit, Sir, that to better examine this very
important Demand forGrant, we havefirstly to
identify the yardstick against which we are
judging this Demand. Secondly, you have to
attempt to specify some of the very special
circumstances of today that confront the nation;
and itis only againstthese two that we oughtto,
thereafter,

Motionmoved:

“Thatthe respective sums not exceedingthe
amounts on Revenue Account and Capital
Account shown in the Fourth Column of the
Orderpaperbe grantedtothe President, outot
the Consolidated Fund of india, tocomplete the
sums necessary to defray the charges that will
come in course of payment during the year
endingthe 31st day of March, 1994, in respect
ofthehsads of Demands enteredinthe Second
Columnthereof against DemandNos. 161022
relatingto the Ministry of Defence.”
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MR DEPUTY SPEAKER Shn Jaswant
Singh thirdly examinethe present Demand for
Grant asindeedsome of thelongtermtrends of
Defenceexpenditure that we have beenfollowing
and the consequences of those Defence
expendtures

Mr Deputy Speakei, S |ammindful ofthe
time constrain and | would only set out what
would be the idral way to assess this very
important DemandforGrant Iwillendeavourto
doso, butinthe process ofdoingsoandbeing
mindful of the time that is available for this
debate, | shall necessarly have to abndge my
submission andtake great many things as self-
evident Whereverldoso however, |will specy
and not state what s either contained in the
Report ofthe Ministry of Defence orhas been
statedsomewhere else orislikelytobetakenup
eleswhere

| do submit that as a proper yardstick of
assessment particularly in the Ministry of
Defence, asindeedalsointheMinistry of Extemal
affairs, we can only judge the functioning ether
of the Ministry of Defence or of the Ministry of
External Affairs against stated and given
objectives That 1s where my fundamental
ditficulty hes the second yardstick is thatin
examining the Demands for Grants of the
Ministry of Defence one ought totry and notto
examineanindvidualyear'sGrant The attempt
should be todentify alongertenm perspectie but
because the Demands for Grants of the Ministry
of Defencerstobe examinedindetial, onanyear
to year basis that exercise too, of course, I1s
importnat But inanmportant debate likethis,
the yardstickmustbe longterm Now, Sir, what
1is my difficulty agamnst these two stated
yardshcks?

Firstly briefly Iwillhave to resubmit what |
have saidin this House Thereisnoarticulated
Defence Policy thatthe nationhas Whenever
this has been asked of the Governmnet the
Government has said that ihe tasks allotted to
the three service hcadquarters are the policies
ofthe Govemnment | submit, Sir, thatadisunction
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has to be made between a task and a policy
Quite oftenthe task of the Service Headquarters
isreally aself-adoptedtask andthatself-adopted
task moves from the service headquarter
upwards tothe Defence Ministry andflows down
back on to the service Headquarters as the
Governments directie | submit, Sir, thatthis
aspect which | am pointing outthat there s no
documentspecifying »r detailingthe Defence
Policy ofthe country 1s a matter of concern, a
concem that has been voiced earlieralso

Very bnefly lwish tosubmitthat thereis then
anabsence of asense of history, of strategic
thought perhaps because ofwhich anabsence
oftimely decisionmaking Letmepointout why
I submit, Sir, aboutthe sense of history Since
1947the nationis engagedin many conflicts
Officialhistory of only the 1948 confiictin JJarmmu
and Kashmir has been released so far The
official history notevenof 1965 ops, leave alone
of 1971 ops, leave alone the operations
undertakenasOPS Pawan, hasbeen released
bytheDefence Ministry Thereis apontinthis
Unless anofficial history s releasedthe lessons
ofthose particular operations cannotandwillnot
devolvedown The lessonswillnotbe leamtand
ifthe lessons are notlearnt, a properhistoncal
sansewllalsonotdevelop And, mtheabsence
of aproperhistoncal sense there will be absence
of appropnate strategicthought |donotwishto
elaborate this point because the pointspeaks for
itself There s then no formal examination of
policy If there was a policy that existed, the
formal exarmination of itwould follow, because
we engage atleast inthis annual exercise once
ayear But, inreality there has been anyformal
examination forexample ofthe OPS Pawan?
What are the lessons learntoutof OP Pawan
andwhetherthoselessons havedevolved down
tothethreesenice headquartersanddowntothe
unitlevelbecause OF Pawanwas anexercise
whichhasleft inanylessons Iwouldbereveriing
to thatin a minute

When | say noexamination of policy, | have
to go no further than to cite the hon Prime
Minister Very recently while addressing the
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NavalCommander s Conference itwas reported
thathementionedthe needforthe esiablishment
ofaninsttution whetherthrough Committee or
otherwise but thatthe Defence Ministry oughtto
have an examination of this policy atthe turn of
thiscentury Itis adifferentmatterwhetherthe
hon Pnme Minister was reall ; giving voice to
astray thoughtor hrwas giving voiceto aformal
statement of policy but if the e existedaformal
methodology for examination of policy, certainly
forthe hon DefenceMinister such athingwould
nothave ansen Whydo | saythatthereisno
examingjion of the policy? It is because the
figures speak forthemselves

Iwas discussingthis withsome friends the
otherday Between 1980and 1993 thatistoday,
tothe best of myability to calculate and recollect
properly there havebeen 13 Defence Minister
Iwouldbe very happy tobe provenwrongonthis
figwe Forfive andahalfyears inthatpernod
from+1980 to 1993 there was no Defence
Ministers | would be very happy againiflam
provenwrong

Withveryhighregardior thegreatexpenecne
thatthehon Prnime Minister bringsto his office
andwith such distinction but idosubmitinall
humilitythateventhe hon Pnme Minister with
alithe experiencethathe has cannotdojustice
to the Ministry of Defence if he holds it
simultaneously with other responsibilities

Inthese 13 years, from 1980to 1983wehave
had 13 Defence Ministers for five and a half
years there was no Defence Ministerand | do
submitthat policy examination s amongstmany
otherthings whichwill in consequence suffer

Ineed hardly pointoutthatinthese 13years
there have been roughly six Chiefs of Army,
Navy and Arr Staff and six Defence Secretanes
Butsomewhere roughlyonanaverage ifindthat
the Defence Minister s tenure 1s about eightto
ninemonths andthe Chief stenureistwo andthe
Defence Secretary stenureisabouttwo Thisis
not a sufficienttenure for the factor of continuity
thatthe Defence Ministry musthave because|
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started as ayardstickthat the we must examine
inthelongterm

Whydolisaylongterm? Tome ofcourse it
1s self-evidentbut nisbestdlustratedf | pointout
whatis notbeingdone The Defence Seventh
Five Year Planwas approved andithad already
runthree years ofts ife Havingrunthree years
of ts life the Defence Seventh Five Year Plan
was thenapprovedbythe then Govemmentwith
aclear definifion that ttus Defence Five Year
Plan 15 approved without any financial
commitment When | pointoutiongterm when
Isaythatdecision makingis importantthen this
certainlyis notdecisionmaking You approvea
Defence Five Year Plan youapproveitthree
years aftertis run andthen you say thatthisis
withoutany financialcommitment Whatisthe
fate ofthe Defence Eighth Five YearPlan? Tothe
bestof my knowledge 1tis to run from 1980to
1995 Tothebestofmyknowledgethe Defence
Eighth Five Year Pan is yet not approved
becauserfitis approvedwe donotknowwhatits
financial allocations are Andwhere arethose
financial allocations? What is the size of the
Detence Eighth Five Year Plan further what
were the actualachievements against the stated
objectives ofthe Seventh Five YearPlan These
arethetwoyardsticks againstwhichihavesad,
wehavetoexammnethepresentDefence Budget
Butlhadalsosaidthat | would attemptto list not
alibutcertainly some whichtomymindarethe
especial circumstances of today

What are these? | call them the factors of
compound uncertainties The special
circumstancestoday arethefactors of compound
uncertainty and the first uncertainty 1s about
thenature of confiict which the Defence Ministry
will have to contend with But if it 1s true that
conventinal confict what we have been
examining itand ourunderstanding olit has
receded somewhat as a possibility thentiis
also true it has not entirely eliminated as a
possibilty Butwhatcompoundsthe situationis
that the nature of contlict creates difficulties for
proper planning inthe Ministry of Defence Isit
going to be open confiict? Is it going to be
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unstated openconfiict, aproxywaroflowintensity  nation’s security. Andbecause the linkages of

or medium intensity? Or, is it going to be a
combination of alithese that the Defence Ministry
will have tocontendwith? Thatis why | say that
this factor of uncertainty about the nature of
conflictis afactor thatthe Defence Ministry has
tounderstand. itis notan easy assessment that
the Defence Ministry hits toundertake. But that
reallybegs a questionbecauseif tisnotaneasy
assessment, itis aleo not an assessment which
the Defence Ministry cannot or need not
undertake.

Sir, there is the second factor of compound
uncertainty, whichisthe uncentainty about our
security environment. The Annual Reportofthe
Ministry of Defence has listed some of these.
Very briefly, Sir, letme share my views with the

The end of the cold war is not the end of
regional confiicts. Andif the end of the cold war
isnotthe end of regional conflicts, then therefore,
delence preparedness given the complex nature
oftoday’s confiict, mustcontinue. Butthereisa
cifficuity here andthat difficultyis that the relative
immobility or the relative predictability of
response of the two bloos is gone. When the
giobe was divided into a system of blocs, then
relative chscipline prevailed but that is now not
available as afactor of planning. Thiscompounds
the difficulties of the Defence Mirsstry. But at the
same time it underlines the importance of
something, that has fobe done.

The third which is so obvious is that our
neighbourhoodis turbulent. But nthe turbulence
of our neighbourhood, there are two worries
whichthe Annual Report of the Defence Ministry
has perhpas notemphasisedto the extentthat|
would have liked to have seen. Here | treat
Alghanistan as a separate category. The
continung ubulence n Afghanistan has security
consequences for India. | willnot elaborate this

USSR their real status upon the demise of the
former Soviet Union has consequences forthe

Indian history with Central Asia are so ancient
1 do not have to even begin to identify how our
sacurity is directly affectedby developments
whetherin AfghanistanorinCentral Asia. There
is another worry. The Annual Report of the
Ministry of Defence has listed that. | amworried
aboutthere-amament programme of the islamic
Republic of iran. ltis posiible that the Islamic
Repubilic of Iran is undertaking its present re-
armament programme to requip some of the
losses of the Iraq lran war. Butas the majorbuyer
oimilitary hardware today andgiventhe historical
linkages between india and iran, | am worried
about the path of military preparedness, on
which lranis set. Andlamalsowormied aboutthe
fact of intemational tslarmec fundementalism.

| have one more worry, which is that the
People's Repubhc of China has extended its
trade and other relations with Myanmar. The
influence of the Peopie’s Republic of Chunain
Myanmar today is not what it was even three
years back. The People’s Republic of China, to
myknowiedge, Sir, s negotiating with Mynmar
forthe long termieasing of port outiets intothe
Bay of Bengal fromthe Government of Myanmar.
| would, therefore, be very grateful # the
Govemment of India share what mformation
they have inthis regardwsth me because | donot
think that an access of the peopies republic of
Chinaontothe bay of Bengal from a lop@j term
leasethatthey acquiredthroughthe Govemment
ofMyanmaris necessarily ofbenefitorconsonant
withthe secunty interests of india.

There s another tactor of uncertainty
and that does not affect the matter of today's
debate that uncertainty is about the intemal and
economic situation fo the country. And the
economic has a direct consequences on the
Demands of grants of the Ministry of Defence.
supply of military hardware. | do not wish to
elaborate this pointbecause itis seif-evident,
yet dependence onthe former Soviet Union, the
drymng up of those sources, the connecled
difficulties all these are real concems. Here |



345  Demandsior

Grants (General),
would leave a request with the hon Pnme
Minister 1n his role and function and
responsibilites as the Defence Minister Donot
engage nconfidence bulding onlythroughpublc
relations There aresomevery real difficuliies
with thethree pontformulathat President Yeitsin
has presented tothe country andwhethertisto
tell us factonies to expedite the supplies when
thefactones are notreally ready, orwhenalithe
supphes are not really concentrated in the
Republic of Russiaortogo infor producton here
i the country which as a time lag of ts ownor
to go inforproduction out of the countrynathird
country these are all worthy of examination
certainly But to the extent that the cntical
shortages of arms that we have, | do notthink
confidence Is really built only through pubhc
relations Thereisthenaquestonwhichitreat
asthe secuntyissue Thefactorof unresoved
nuclearuncertainty Intheface ofaliroundand
no doubt unconscious butto me very unhappy
degradation of our conventionalforces inthe
face of anuclearpeoples repubhcof China,of a
self-declaredly nuclear Palkistan, a nuclear
Central Asia Kazalostanwe dowestandexposed
and | am compelled to voice this uncertainty
because of justthree llustrations Now, | would
like to know from the Prime Minister as to who
deals with the nuclear question? Tothe best of
myknowledge the Ministry of Extemnal Affairs
deals with the aspects of disarmament The
Departmentof Atormc Energy deals withnuclear
power The Minstry of Defence has nothugntodo
with the nuclearquestion Then, whodealswith
this question? the IDSA orthe BJP andwhy do
I point out this because there1sa relevance to
this?

The point | am making 15 that a reputed
columnists wrtingin ajournal of some reputen
theU S A has cited what s he called the 1990
nuclearcnsis What were thefacts? Aboutthe
moved into the months of March, Apnl 1990,
three infantory divisions were moved intothe
State of Jammu and Kashmir because the
situation there haddetenorated ONe division
was movedtoth. bestofmy recollectontothe
State of Punjab because Punjal> mented
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consideration of thatkmdthen andthe armoured
hadbeenmovedtoMahajan ranges tothebest
ofmy recollection forfield finng ortraining

15.00hrs.

Pakistan completedmisguidedthe situation
misseditthen Andthisishowtwas descnbed
by that journal of United states of Amenca a
certain chain of events then took piace the
United States Deputy Secunty Adviser thethen
U S AmbassadortoPakistan andthethenHead
ofC | A,Mr Gates, saidthatnuclearweapons
had been loadedon tothe F 16sn Pakistan
pilots were atthe i adyand twasonlyaquestion
ofaskingthemtotake off Thishasbeen inpar
rebuttedatplaces Ithasnotyetbeen reputed
authontatively by the Govemnmnet of india | put
itike this because it 1s a matter of very deep
concem aboutthe securty preparedness ofthe
country

When| recollectvery wellthat avery eminent
scentist averygminentmanwhowasthe ther
Ministerof Statefor Defence Dr RejaRamanna
whotothe best of my knowledge spoke inthe
other Houseinthemddie of May andheconveyed
hus distress at the developments but he also
suggested whatwould be the response of the
Government of India should such a path be

adopted by Pakistan

1do notwant to beflippant about this matter
Thehon the Pnme Minister has suggesteda
certaincaurse ofaction Itisnotinconsonance
withwhat Dr RajaRamannahadsadthen What
_has happened? Where has this divide come
from?

15.02hrs.
(SHRISHARAD DIGHE inthechamny

Why do | emphasise this | emphasise this
because this matterhas to be thought through
Thessamatterthatcannotbetaken hghtly This
18 not a matter that | refer to only because a
certan U S joumal has referredtoorajoumnahst
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of some repute has referred tot. itis becausent
hasthestamp of authonty ofcertanfunctionanes
ofthe Government of U.S.A andwhich has not
yet been denied officially, to the best of my
knowledge, evenbythe GovernmentofU S A
Thatiswhy it 1s necessaryfor the Government
to come out authontatively to think over this
1ssue

Here again |am notbeingflippant Withall
due regard for the semionty and years of
expenence, f Isuggesttothehon PnmeMinister
thatifseventonnes of RDX canland onthecoast
of Maharashtra what is to prevent some mad
maninthenearfuturetolandaone tonnenuclear
device also on the coastof Maharashtra?

That kind of nuclear profligacy, that kind of
nuclear uncertainty today does prevail inthe
country's neighbourhood That 1s why |
emphasise thisfactorasa factor of uncertainty
I requestthe Governmenttothink overthis Itis
after these yeardsticks and these factors of
uncertainty and secunty apparatusthatl come
to the factor of dechining defence expenditure

|am examining not just the Defence budget
of 1993-94 | will really relate to to just say
roughly fourto five years back, upto 1988-89
Here 1s a submission that | make that as a
peercentage of Central Govemment expendiure
our Defencebudgethasdechnedirom 16 3per
centthatitwasin 1988-89to about 13percent
that tistodayin 1993-84 Admittedly the Budget
15 higher in guantum terms The total money
availabletothe Ministry of Defenceis more ? But
as a percentage of the total expenditure of the -
Central Governmentithas declined Ithinkthat
1S percentage that wornes me Why does it
worry me”? Because, of course, as percentage
ot GDP alsothas declinedsimultaneously from
2 B per cent roughly | do not have this year's
figuresto 2 11n 1992-93 from 2 8 percentin
1988-89 Nowlamwomedaboutthusdechine I
this dechne was onaccount of reduced manpower
great of efficiency, reduced secunty threatsto
the nation, better secunty climate, greater
economising, one would be happy Whocan
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possiblyadvocatethecontinued ighexpendrture
ondefencewhen there are critical shortages In
the countryiike health, dnnkingwateror roads?
Alltheseare cntical factors. lamnotsuggesting
thataconstantly ascending defence expendture
oughtto be the aim of any Governmentinthis
country Notatall Butlamfortthatwhenweare
decliningfrom 16.3 percentto 3percentinthe
lastfourorfive years, thisis agaisntvirtually a
globaltrendbecause hereagain, | relyonfigures
that read and attemptto educate myself abest
this runs counter to all the expenditure in the
whole of Asia, ti runs counter, of course, to our
pnncipal neighbours, butitruns counteralso to
the Budget of the peopl'e Republic of China,
whichhasgoneupby 12 Spercent Now, ffindia
1s the only country which 1s empernncing a
decliminggraph indefence expendture andthat
declining graph runs counterto atrendthatwe
arewitnessingcertainly in Asiaand certainly in
ourneighbourhoodand if all other factors have
remained constant, secunty, force levels
manpower, expenditure, modernisation, ifall
lhesefactors even ifthey hadremanedconstant,
Sir, eventhen the dechne would worryme and
Iwould requestthe Governmentof indiaandthe
honourable the Pnme Minister to explainthis
because here again | could be well corrected
Why do | say this? For example, pay and
allowances Ifl combine payandallowances
andstores andletmejusttakethe Army Thepay
and allowances of the Army in the 1993-94
Budgetare Rs 4,598crores ThisamountofRs
4598 crores 1s pay and allowances, andstores
expendiures Rs 3267 ciores thetotal ofthese
two put together is a total of Rs 7865 by my
simple anthmatic Now pay andallowances Sr,
| am only talking in the context of the Army
include auxilary forces andciviian and stores
expenditure incidentally includes petrol ol
lubncants, itincludes ordnance store, tincludes
provisions, vehichles and relatec stores
pertaimingto maintenance Now, if thesetwo,
Sir, payandallowances andstores expenditure
onlyofthe Army aretaken into acoount, that Rs
7865crores, that is roughly aimost 75 percent
of thetotal allocationforthe Army Itis avery
great worry for me It 1s worry about whose



340  Demandsfor
Grants (General),
aspects, | donothavetoexplaincertainly not the
imphcations of it to the hon Prime Minister
Look atthe capttal expenditure |donotwantto
agamngomtodetaled examnations ofthe capital
expenditure because capital expenditureincther
terms is the nations’ investment for the future of
its secunty because capital expenditure 1s
synonymous with modernisation | am very
worned about IndianNavy |am veryworned
aboutit. Because lhave some of my handwntten
figures here. lwouldbe happy Ifl were corrected
becausetisonlymyownefforts Theactualbill
for 1988-89 on capital expenditure capital
expenditurejust forthe sake of myunderstanding,
notbecausethe otherMembers do not already
know this, but, Sir, formy own understanding,
the capital expenditure bill really comes out of
thecaprtalequipmentthatarnvesbecause the
equipment 15 worked out with credits etc In
1988-89 the Navy had acapital expenditure of
Rs 1026crores. in 1993-941tisRs 1069crores
from Rs 1026 crores to Rs 1069 crores, the
increase from 1988-89, not from last year, 1s
only4 19percent Oncapitalintensiveservice
iikethe Navy you default on capital expenditure
andunfortunately incaprtal expenditure itis, not
Iike purchasing grocenes, one cannotenterthe
shopandpurchaseatabletofsoap ofone’s own
preference Capital expenditure outlays are
aiways long-termoutlays |amwommedaboutthe
Navy'sfigures of capital outliay because someone
hasto paysomewhere Ifyou have afteredthe
role and the conceptof the Indian Navy, thenwe
havea nghttoknowandthe nationhasanghtto
know If theinflow is notthere, the Ministry of
Defence cannot place orders, the Ministry of
Defence cannot place orders because the
budgetary allocatons are notthere Vesselsare
not built overmght and if vessels are not built
overmght, thencapital outlay shouldbe increased
forthe Army, the Navy andthe Air Force

. S, while parbcipatinginthe General Debate
onthe General Budget, | had made somebraod
observations on the Defence Budget This
Defence Budgetbarely meetsthe essentials It
1s nota Budgetfor development itis a Budget
which will barely mamtain the statusquo Itisin
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this evdving situation of uncertainties thatthe
Ministry of Defence addresseditselfto amere
maintenance of the status quo This, | submit,
canonly be done atthe cost of natonal securty
Ihaveasecondobservationtomakeand i would
requestthehon Pnme Ministerto explainthis
point Inthe Ministry of Defence as awhole, all
our services havetoday arnved ata situation
wherein the inflow of the capital equipment s
declining, but the budgetary outfiow of capital
expendtture as awholeis goingup, becausewe
are gomngto payforthe vastacquisthon of capital
equipment The flow of capital equipment s
decliningbutcapttal expenditure s ascending
ltisthehtus Whenseeninthe ightofwhatlhave
pointed outjust now that as worr some | would
Iiketo give justtwo example Ifthemainbattie
tankstobentroduced intothe IndianArmy, then
the Ministry of Defence must be-able to order for
thosetanks, tmustbe able toplace ordersand
tmustbe ableto placesufficient orders sothat
the pre-productiontnals are conductedto some
satisfaction Ifthe ordersaretobeplacednow,
the moneys havetobe foundsothat the tanks will
becomeavaiabletothe Armywhenweintend
them to become available

Now, | have one more difficulty with this
Defence Budget | recognise that all Budgets
cannot possibly be made with all kinds of
contingencies, butthere are some significant
provisions that have not been made in this
Budget | submitthatevenaroutinense of costs
tothe Ministry of Defence onaccount of whatthe
Governmenthas itself donein other respects,
such as rallway freight hike, the possibility of
hike in petroleum prices etc , have not been
includedinthis Defence Budget Thisisavery
bigandstrategic lacuna in this Defence Budget
The question of oil exists, thislacunaexistsin
the General Budget itself and if t exists inthe
General Budget tself, then tdevolves andfalls
onthe Defence Budget also This is a major
weakeness that some of the provisions of
increasedprices, which are the consequences
of whatthe Government's nght handis doing,
have not been provided in the Budget of the
Ministry of Defence
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There is no provision to the best of my
knowledge and | wouldbe happy tobecomecied
by the hon. the Prime Minister. | could have
fakeredinthe exactness of myfigurebutfromthe
roughcalculation, that | have madethe costiothe
Ministry of Defence duetothe unified exchange
rate is goingtobe anywhere between Rs. 1200
crores to Rs.1400 crores of additional
expenditure. if it was the Governments decision
to have a unified exchange rate, surely the
Govemmentcouldhave providedfor anaddiional
Rs.1200crores to Rs. 1400 crores inthe Ministry
of Defence Budget so that this gap does not
remian uncovered. By my calculation, at least
Rs.1200crorestoRs. 1400crores aneunprovided
forinthe Budget of the Ministry of Defence.

1submitwhatarethe consequences ofthis.
Theconsequences arethatyoucannotcutinthe
Defence Budget yet keep placing
simultaneously, more demands ontheservices
and still maintaming the same Army, the same
Navyandthe same Airforce. Something hasto
giveand in ourcase, what has given, | say, with
utmost senousnessisthecombat effectiveness
of ourArmed Forces.

Very briefly | will conclude by submitting that
my single greatest worry is the state of
preparedness and combat effectiveness of our
Amedforces.

Allgreatnations, | have subscribedto this all
my life—i amnotsayngsobecause | amuttering
something militarists, but | do passionately
believe that aligreat nation haveto have great
military traditions. Itis anintegral of the nation
core of being. In the evolution of great military
traditions, itis the function of the Govemment of
the dayto ensure that the combateffectiveness
of the Amed Forces 1s maintained. Whatarethe
constituents of combat efectiveness? itisthe
state of equipment, state of training and the

amount of welfare that you provide to your -

officers andother ranks, above al, itisthe state
of morale. | submitwith al humility that profiigate
employment of the Armed Forces combined
with constant adhocismhas eroded our combat
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effectiveness. | again submit that Operation
Pawanisagrimreminderof the lessons of 1962
whichwe are againnotleaming, whichwe arenot
recounting andthat itis aleo a waming. | willnot
elaborate either of these two points.

But| dosubmitthere are three orfourthings
which | leave withthe hon. the Prime Minister as
suggestions orthoughts. Itisforhim toconsider,
aman veryseniortomebothinyears, expearience
andinthe great many decades of service thathe
brings topublic life of our country. Butif | submit
these things to him, | am not submiitting themin
any combative form | am submittingthese as
distillotion of my worries. Please reduceinthe
Ministry of Defence the time lag between
decision-making and its implementation. Mr.
Prime Minister, you cannotdo it yourself. The
Ministry of Defenceis notaparttimejob. If Icited
earlier the statistics, tisnottobelitle the hon.
tie Prime Minister as anindividual butitis only
toemphasise theimportance of the job.

Secondly, | submit, do not appoint
committees, commissionss, enquiries, the
findings of which you do not wish orintend to
implement. Here, | am directly pointing to a

‘committee that was appointed under the

chairmanship of my good friend, a former
Minister of Statefor Defence, Shri Arun Singh.
Thatwas theintention of the Govemment, notto
implement what Arun Singh Committee has
done. Do not repeat such exercisa.

Ihave just one ortwoimportant questions to
ask. | dowish to knowwho is responsible forthe
defence of the country. if we ask the Ministry of
Defence, theywill saythat Servica Headquarters
are responsible. | am not being flippant or
reactions when | ask this question, who is
responaile for the defence of the country? By a
process that we are witnessing today, if |were
ftoask this question, the question is thrown back
attha doors of the Service Headquarters and it
willbounce back.

| leave another thought with the Prime
Minister. We are possibly the only demacracy
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inthe World where the Chiefs of the Staff of the
three Services, arenot part ofthe Government.
Otcourse, | amnotgoingintothe history of how
this came about but we are possibly the only
democracy where thethree Service Chiefs are
notpartofthe Government at all. Please reflect
onthis and rectify it.

| leaveforthe consideration ofthe hon. Prime
Minister a fifth point, a plan of action for the
Ministry of Defence. | appeal tomy colieagues
in Parliament that 1t is time that Parliament
reflected upon demanding of the Govemment,
whichever Governmentis in office, whoeveris
holding the responsibility, the Pariament must
ask of that Government, a certificationand a
demandistobe placedonthat Govemment, that
the Govemmentcertfies tothe Pathament about
the combat worthiness of the armed forces. |
make this demand in all seriousness, as
something thatthis Parliamentoughtto adopt
and expect ofthis Government. The Parfiament
1sto demand of this Government, imespective of
which Govemment is in power, and such
certification ought not to be provided by the
Govemnmentunless they have themselves very
deeply and very exhaustively examined what
hies insuch acertification.

My nexttwo suggestions are repetitions but
they bear repetition. Pleasa reflect again upon
the decision-making processesin the Ministry
of Defence and streamline them.

Thirdly, please think about your nuciearpolcy
andstraighten itout.

Fourthly, nthe uncertain days of today, there
15 no stinginess that we can afford so far as
defence RD isconcemed. Defence RD1s your
mvestmentinself-rehance andin yourfuture. Do
notbe stingy with that.

My final recommendaton isthat the tme has
' comeforthe Govemmentto reflect very deeply
and to examine very closely the entire man-
power policy, the Forsce levels that we are
presently following and to come to the right
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conciusion afterexamining these.

| conclude by sharing a thought. It is a
Rajasthaniquote. Thal when wen Rajasthan
draw the sword outof ts sheath, we do not draw
itfiippantly. inthe same light, as a Rajastham,
| wouldlike toshare withthe Pnme Minister, a
thought about our three Services, about our
amedforces:

Do notbluntthe sword of State,
Donotdrawitfromthe sheath

unless you wish toemploy it,
Donotwave it emptily inthe aur,
Donotsheath it without its reward,

SHRIAMAL DATTA (DiamondHarbour). 1
begtomove:-

“Thatthe demand underthe Head Defence
Services-Armybe reducedtoRs. 1."

[Failure to have a smaller standing army
alongwith alargetreserve /(4)

‘Thatthe demand under the Head capital
outlay on Defence Services bereducedtoRe. 1"

[Fasiurato encourage domestic production of
ams anddiscourage purchase fromabraod./(5)

*Thatthe demand underthe Head Defence-
Services Army be reducedto Re.1.”

[Failuretoeffectappropirate economyasper
recommendations made./(24)

[Failure to develop the Main Battle Tank
‘Arjun’ to production stage./(25)

/Failure todevelop the Light Combat Aircraft
forthe Incian Air Force./(26)

/Failure to builld and maintain a strong
Termtonal Army /(27)

[Failure tobuild adequate and strong tramning
Institutes fortha defence personnel.4(28)
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/Failure to build an adequate and strong
medical service for the army personnel /(29)

/Failure to establish and practice a
progressiveandeniightened researchpersonnel
policy /(30

Failure to builda propermonitoningstructure
forthe vanous military works /(31)

Failuretouse Nationalcadet Corptoimpart
military training toa substantial numberofyouth /
(32)

‘Thatthe demandunder the Head Defence
Services-Navy bereducedto Re 1

[Failure to formulate and apply a proper
training policy inthe Indian Navy /(33)

/Failure to institute proper inventory
management system inthe Indian Navy /(34)

/Failure to formulate a proper weapon
acquisttion policy /(35)

‘Thatthe demand under the Head Defence
Services-Air Force be reducedto Re 1

/Failure to develop advancedJet Training
facility /(36)

[Failure to acquire the proper electronic
surveillance system /(37)

/Failure to formulate and apply proper
inventory management and control systemn
Indian Air Force /(38)

/Failure to institute proper induction and

promotion sytem n the Indian Ar Force /{39)

SHRI AJOY MUKHOPADHYAY
(Knshnagar) Ibegtomove

of DefencebereducedtoRe 1"

/Failure to stop malpractices in Defence
deals /(6)

Thatthe Demandunderthe Head Defence
services-armybe reducedtoRe 1"

JFailuretorecrut personsfromthebackward
classes and minonty communities in defence
services /(7)

That the Demand underthe Head Capital
outlayon Defence Services bereducedtoRe 1 "

[Failure to stop import of defence articles

thereby reducingthe empoyment potential ofthe
country /(8)

/Failure to stop foreign multinational from

entenngthesphere of defence productonthereby
endangenngtheindigenous ndustnes /(S)

SHRIHARADHAN ROY (Asansol) Ibegto
move

Thatthe Demand under the Head Ministry
of Defencebe reducedtoRe 1"

/Failure to stop malprachces indefence
deals /(10)

[Failuretomodemise andexpandthe defence
production units with a view to generating more
employment opportuniies /(11)

SHRIHANNANMOLLAH (Ulubena) Ibegto
move

Thatthe demand under the Head mintstry of
Defencebe reducedbyRs 100"

Need to increase indigenous defence
productionandto reduce importto achweve self-
relance indefence /(22)

Needto reject joint Naval exercise with US
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PROF RAS SINGHRAWAT (Aymer) Ibeg
tomove

“Thatthe Demand under the Head Ministry
of Defencebe ReducedtoRe 1"

Failure to make effective efforts formaking
atom bomb in order to make the Indian Army
sophisticated, powerful andself-dependentinall
respect /(40)

Failure to protect the interest of ex-
servicemen /(41)

Failure to stopmalpracticesinthe purchase
of arms aircrafts and other necessary items
fromwvanous countnes fordefence needs of the
country /(42)

Failure to make the nation self-dependentin
field of defence production andresearch /(43)

Thatthe Demandunder the Head Ministry
of Defence be reduced by Rs 100

Need to provide alithe necessaryfacilties to
the army personnel especially those postedin
borderareas /(44)

Need toimpart compulsory militry training to
allthe able bodied youths of the country andto
introduce NC C scheme in schools and
colleges /(45)

/Needtocheckwidespread malprcticesand
irregulanties inrecrutment melas organised by
the defenceforces /(46)

Need to strengthen Arr force and Navy by
ensunngallround development /(47)

Need to check pilgerage of arms and
ammunition from the Ordnancefactory /(48)

/Needto avoid use of Army forcivil purposes
to curb communal disturbances and maintain
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law and order /(49)

Needtoraiseagainthe Aymer Regimentand
the Merkada Battalioninthe indian Army /(50)

SHRI SUDHIR SAWANT (Rajapur) Sir |
rise to support the demands for Grants of the
Defence Ministry

Atthebeginning, | donotsharethepessimistic
formulation of Shn Jaswant Singhj when he

talked about the combat effectiveness ofthe
amed forces

lam certan thatthe Government has taken
allnecessary steps toensurethe secunty ofthis
great nation and also providedthe wheiewithal
foramedforcestocaterforanysortof threatthat
might emerge in the near future apolicy in the

long-termperspective

Sir,the world has undergone adrasticchange
Inthe postcold-warera, onedidexpect that the
international stuation, the secunty environment
willbe conducive to brngingpermanent solition
by formulating a collective secunty system
underthe United Nations Butthe situation that
has developed afterthebreakdown of the Soviet
Unionhasbrought about asituation, asecunty
environment full of uncertainty and instability
Thisismainly because oftworeasons Thefirst
reasonisthelack of multi-polanty inthe present
world order wherein one military super power
has emergedwhich s capable of dictating terms
the world over The second 1s that after the
breakdown ofthe Soviet Union, there isthe nse
innational and ethinic sectanan conflicts in the
erstwhile Soviet Union wheremn the large
stockpiles of arms have beendumped, thereis
abraindrainandthere s the emrging danger of
transfer of nucleartechnology to powers which
canafforttobuythatsort of technologoy Thus
intheshorttermandlongterm, the ntermational
secunty environment will be governedby two
factors Onefactorspurely the economic factor
The battie for market has been started Asthe
time passes by, this battle will become more
vicious Therein emerges the danger of the
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[Sh. Sudhir Sawat] isonefactorwhichwewill have tocatertowhen

) weownthreatpercepbon, ondesignofourDefence

developed countries goingin for arms-twisting
tactics inregardtothe lesserdevelopedcountries
to open their market. On the basis of this
environment, the future alignments - various
alignments- maybe decided.

The second factor is the rise of
fundamentalism. So, these two factors gain
primacy atthatpointof time wherein the various
alignments would be decidedbecause, today,
there is nothin which is in black and white.
Everything s full of grey areas. As faras India
isconcerned, the collapse of the soveit Union
hascreated asenoussituationforourcountry so
far asdefence s concemed. So, onboththese
counts, whether economic or on the
fundamentalism, there is a great cause of
concem

The United States has initiated aninttiative
asfar as disarmamentin conventional arms is
concemed The five Permament Members of
the Secunty Councilmetand decidedthatthere
should be control in arms transfer. But the
actions have not shown their sincerity. The
passage of the resolution of the United Nations
General Assembly established the globalarms
register which requires allthe Members of the
United Nations to reporttheirarms transfers and
alsotocaterforthefuture reporting of procurement
through production.

Butwhatis essentialin allthese initiativesis
the sincenity of the nation in reporting. But after
these initiatives were taken by the Permanent
Members of the Security Council, aftertheIraq
War, the United States had transferred 18 bilion
dollars of arms to 17 middie Eastcountries. And
alsoitextended guaranteestothe Import Export
Bank for arms transfer. So the actions of the
United State$ do notgolong with whatthe United
States preaches. Also, the United States'
President Mr clinton has emphasised the
arming of the Indian Ocean. Thisisacause of
greatconcemn tothe South Asian countries, the
Middle East andbasicallythe thirdworld. This

policy.

Thasecondfactoris Pakistanandits design.
There was atalk of Operation Topakin 1884
under GeneralZia-ul-Haqandthe basicconcept
of Operation topak though it was called an
imaginary operation, but actions have been
taken subsaquenttothe so-calledformulation of
thatOperation Topak and what has happenedin
indiatoday goes toprove that thereis ot of truth
inthis Operation and its plan. Pakistan's basic
design, basicforeign policy objective, the basic
miiitary strategy when it was designed, Pakistan
optedforlow costoption likethe Britisher's rule
of 150 years of dividing Hindus andMuslims and
later creating Pakistan, was also Pakistan's
design a create a permanentdiftin this nation
Unfortunately, political partiesin this country,
namely, the Bharatiya Janata Party, RSS family
hasfallen underthis trap. And | would say that
Pakistan andthe Bharatrya Janata Partytogether
areleadingthis country to doom. (Interruptions)

DR. K.D.JESWANI (Kheda): Donotequate
BJPwith Pakistan. (Interruptions)

[Transiation]

PROF.RASASINGHRAWAT:BJP's name
should notbe linked with Pakistan. Thereisno
other nationalist organisation like the BJP.
(Interruptions)

[English)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thatis sufficient. Nowgo
on.

(Interruptions)

SHRI SUDHIR SAWANT: The Bharatiya
Janata Party has cleverly practised pseudo-
nationalism. When they talk of pseudo-
secularism, what| findisthattheyarepreaching
pseudo-nationalism. Unfortunately, youmay
not be realising what you are doing. But your
actions have helped Pakistan. Till 1987. the
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situation m Jammu and Kashmir was not
communalatall Butafteryoubroughtaboutths
hydraof Ram-~Janmabhoomi-BabnMaspdssue
(Intermuptions)

Poltical considerations are fundamentalto
defence policy That is why | have shightly
disgressed But what | would say 1s that you
provide Palastan with atime-bomb Pakistan
utiksed it very cleverly in Jammu and Kashmir
and Palustan succeeded incommunalising the
situation inJammu andKashrmir

SHRICHETANP S CHAUHAN (Amroha)
Alithus started only in 1971 whentheyfoughta
war and when India defeated Pakistan
(Intérmpons)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCEAND TECHNCLOGY
(DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRONICS AND
DEPARTMENTOF OCEANDEVELOPMENT)
AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS

(SHRI RANGARAJAN
KUMARAMANGALAM) It 1s not correct
(Interruptions) There 15 nothing

unpariamentary YoucannottellaMemberas
towhathe should speak and should not You
cannot stop a Member from saying what he

wantstosay (/nterruptions)

[ Transiaton]

SHRIK D JESWANI Youshouldalsoask
your Member to speak with

restran (Interruptions )

PROF RASA SINGH RAWAT Mr
Chanman, Sir, we are holding-a discussion
aboutthe defence afthecountry Thehon Pnme
Miruster s very much presenthere Youmay
pleasatakethetrouble of asking hmastohow
canwekeep quietinthe matter that s regarding
the defenceofthecountry (/nterruptions)

SHRI SUDHIR SAWANT We are talking
aboutthatonly |amtaliung about the pohcy of
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Palastan (Intsrruptions)

SHRIDAUDAYAL JOSHI (Kota) Speakin
suchagoodmannerthat weshouid alsofeeliike
thumpingthe desk

SHRISUDHIRSAWANT |willdoeventhat
Basically | amspeaking about the Pakistan's
foreign policy objectives and Palastan's strategy
andthatis where Palestan has succeeeded, that
where, thanks to our country and fomenting
terronsminthe entire nation itsucceededastar
as PunjabrisconcemedandJammuandKashmr
iIsconcerned But Pakistan’s nextdesignisto
forment minonty terronsm inthis country And
thatiswhere, wecometotheBombayblasts So
Pakistan has cleverly utihsed the macro-
terronsm It promoteddrug trade consciously
From 198410 1986, the tumover from drugstrade
in Pakistan was 3 2 bilion dollars Ths, of
course, 1s unofficial account The drugs trade
was promotedby Pakistan, whichcamewviathe
Palkistanborder and an ntemational drug chain
was keptwhennthe westem seaborder of India
was utiised to transfer drugs to the gulf and
thereon lothefinal destinations in Europe and
the United States And this drug money was
usedtofund Punjabterronsts andthatiswhy, for
thelastone and a half years, whenMaharashtra
Govemmentiookfirn achonagamnsttheterronsts
in Bombay- Rs 220 crore worth of drugs were
apprehended and 1,200 cases were launched
agamstthe narcotic traders, drugrunners and
Punjab terronsts - andthatiswhat has resulted
in the Bombay blasts because people ke
Dawood Ibrahimwere setup inplaces ke Gulf
by Pakistan Andunfortunately, these people
couldgetholdonsome of these institutions ofthe
State, where the underworid ruled the Bombay
Andthanks, dunngthe lastoneandahalfyears
tothe policy of ourGovemment, the underworld
1son the run s Bombay andthis has resultedin
whatwe have recently expenenced So, thisis
asortof strategy which Pakistan s attempting

Onesthe external threatagainst whichwe
haveto safefuardthe border andthe second s
thentemalthreat The Amed Forcedhavebeen
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gvenboththese tasks of guardingthe country
aganstextemal andintemalthreats And thatis
why whenthere is lot of talk about the use of
Army in the internal secunty operations, |
disagree withothers | agree that Army should
beutilsed asalastresort But whenrequired,
itshouldbe utiisedand utiised effectively And
Idonotthinkthatithas any debilitating effecton
the Armed Forces Itisthefallacywhichis used
asapropagandaissue So thereisnoharmas
faraslamconcernedinusing Armywhen itis
required Of course there are some other
measures required to be taken to ensure that
Armyisnotcalled again andagamn

On the other frontier we have got China
Chinahasgotwhateverdesignsthatareavailable,
but the reality 1s that India and China have to
cometogetheratapointin history ifwehaveto
survive because India and China together
consttutethelargestsection of humanity India
and Chinatogetherconstitute alarge amount of
natural resouices Wemust resolve ourproblem
and the problem s aminor problem Thatisthe
boundarypioblem This boundary problemcan
be resolved amicably |amfully confidentthat
bytheinmatives taken by late Shrn Rajv Gandh,
this boundary problem can be resolved But,
here | would like to request our hon Prnime
Ministerthatwhateverway we venturetodo, we
must take decision should be unanimous
Otherwise, whathashappenedin 1958 and 1959
wouldbe boundtohappenagain fwegothrough
the speeches of those stalwarts, n Pariament
of1959and 1960 youwilfindthattheypropagated
thatthey will fighttill the last drop of blood What
happenedthen? The unprepared Army was put
to fight against the well-prepared and well-
disciphinedwarmachine inabattle which could
notbewon Thatiswhy, rhetoncs andemotions
should notgiven our decisions or our policies
We must design our policy taking allthefactors
intoconsideration andtell our armedforcesto
caterto allthe threats

| disagree with ShnJaswant Singhwhenhe
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saidthatthere 1s nodetence policy Basically,
defence policy neednot be articualted and tis
notrequiredthat the defence policy shouldbe
made public But thereisaclearcutdesignas
far as the force level 1s concerned, there are
certainplans therearelongtermplansandthere
areshorttermandlongtermthreat assessment
and threat analysis on the basis of which our
forces have beentoldto caterdtothesethings
Thatiswhy thereisadefencepolicy,, butthere
1s arequirementof great coordination

The National Secunty Council the
constitution of which was alongstandingdemand,
istobasically evolve asecuntypolicy adefence
policybecause defence is not only a matterthat
is confined to military Defence involves the
wholegamutof things on which considerationis
required and the very important input to the
National Security Council or evolution of a
defence policy izinteligence |amsorrytosay
here that our inteligence agencies are
functioningina mannerwhichis notconducive
to national interest There are many hosts of
inteligence agencies Inteligence shouldbe
basedon the principle of multiphcity of fogces
the principle of intelligence is not multiphcity of
inteligence Asfarasinteligencesconcerned
in the design and the method of functioning
primacy 1s given to the cloak-and-dagger
techmques Therelance placedonhumanagent
istotallyagainstthe nationalinterestbecauseas
faras inteligencesconcerned ifyousee inthe
borderareas youwillfindthatthere are hosts of
agents going around, same agent selling the
samemnformationto RAW, intelligence Bureau,
Military Intelligence and the BSF Intelligence
What happens basically 1s that there 1s no
coordination at the gorund level or at the
functioninglevel, thus, everyonestryingtotake
whatever he getsto Delhi, andfromthere, again
tispercolateddown So, whatis requiredtoday
is the integration of inteligence effort The
functioning of joint inteligence Committee
requiresmuchtobedesired Vanousinteligence
agenceis havetogve inputtothiscommittee |
would requestthata Parlamentary Committee
be established to oversee the functioning of
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intelligence agenceis asis beingdonenmany
States Adegree ofopennessisrequiredinthis
regard Ifthiscanbedonetiwill resultinsubstantial
savinginthe Budget

The nextpointthat | would like tobnngto your
notice is about the state of armedforces Arun
Singh Committee has given certain
recommendations Todaythebasicrequirement
1sthatwe must design ourarmedforces on the
principle of having a small standing army and
large reserves The effective mobilisation
scheme can ensure theireffectiefunctioning

Today thereare manyunwantedelementsin
thearmedforces The manpower structure of the
armedforcesisinflated Atthetimeof Bntishers
the infantry battalion used to have four nfle
companies Today alsoour armed forces are
basedonthe Bntishpattem Ithastobechanged
We have tobecome more professionalbecause
in our Incian army there are approximately
70 000 soldiers who are working as ordery or
backmen andabout50 000 workingaswarters
Nearly 10 percentofthe manpower strength s
not avalabletothedefenceforces Oursoldiers
are doing minimum job This has to be stopped
becausethisis nolongeraMaharajaamy This
hastobeaprofessionalarmy Some steps will
have tobetakenonthisfront Butthis tselfis not
sufficient Wehavetotake anoveraliview of the
wholething

The Air Force has its own method of supply,
the Navy hasts ownmethodofsupply |suggest
that the entire supply machinery in the Indian
Army 1s to be streamlined so that there Is
differenceinthe peacetime organisationandthe
wartime organisation We are discussing itin
the committee of Home Affairs also

The other problemis aboutthe manpowe We
cannot affordtoincrease the burden of pension
onthearmedforces |wouldrecommendthatall
recrutmentinthe paramilitary forces shouldbe
madethroughthe armedforces Asoldierafter
having a service of 5 or 7 years in the armed
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force, should be recommended to the
paramiltaryforces This wasagreedtobymany
Members Ithinkthe service headquarters will
accept this proposal There 1s no question of
gving pension Only the professional cream
needto beretained Afterputtingin7 years of
service as an infantry soldier he 1s not fit to
continue inthe amy The traumawhich asoldeir
undergoes- ke they serveinplaces like Siachin
isonly anexpenence seentobebelieved One
cannotexplainit Now|come toanotherpoint
that is inthe entire civil service stream, inthe
entirepublic sectorundertakings the recrutment
should be done through the Aimed Forces
Thosewhohadtoworkinthese Forces inthese
Services, should have served in the Armed
Forces Thisisanotherpnnciple underwhichwe
havetowork, to generate discipline inthe entire
machinery of the administration

Iwould ke to make one otherpoint thatis
aboutinfantry The infantryisthe worstaffected
lotinthe Indian Army and the Armed Forcesin
general They have to serve in places hke
Siachen Therr three fourth’s time of service
goes in hostile borders and they have to live
under sub human conditions But they do not
haveanyfaciiity Nowwhentheinfanitryan goes
topeacestation, he againtakesthe nfleandgoes
forintemal secunty work The resultisthat, that
perosn today i1s extremely affected and
demoralisedbecause of continuous demandon
him There are battalions who have been
continuously onfieldforthelasteightyears And
thatis why, | would requestthatthere shouldbe
incentive The Officers are commussioned from
the Indian Military Academy Onlyfive percent
Officers optforinfantry Thepeople would gladly
undertakethe hardshipin defence ofthecountry,
wouldgladly undertake the hardship ndefence
of the country, would gladly sacrifice their life
Theyshouldbegivenproperincentive Ittakes
21 yearsforanOfficerininfantry totake overthe
command Bythetime, heistooold Whereas
in AirForce and Navy itisdifferent InNavy,it
takes 14years inAirForceittakes 16yearsand
in Army 1t take 21 years This 1s something
which should sorted out
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| wouldlike to speak on many more points. |
think, the time is over. Last but not the least, |
would requestthat the reporting systemofthese
officers be reviewedbecauseithas ieadtomere
psychopancy. And the officers who have
sacrificed forthe organisation, whofoughtonthe
borders, whao have beendecorated, have been
sidelined; whereas chocolate soldiers serving
in peace station have been given promotionsin
the Indian Army. And this is a fact. In my last
speech on Delfence Budget, | had given an
example. Fortunately the officers had been
reinstated.

When we ask as to why this meritorious
officer has been sidelined, they say
“comparative merit". There can be no
comparative merit as faras whoarefightingon
the border s concemed. The perosnwho has
foughtonthe border mustbe rewarded. ltisnot
sufficient to give a good lecture during the
discussions. His performance whichhasbeen
seenonground, incombat, isimportant. Hence,
thisentire reporting systeminthe Armed Forces
should be reviewed. Also the Grievance
Redressal Cell shouid be modified. The Officer
hastoreportaboutthe personwhowas aggneved
by him and the result is that the subsequent
supenorwrites as per the juniorofficer. Andthat
is why the Gnevance Redressal system must
be modified andthe officers who are aggrieved
shouldbe allowed tocompliandirecttoat least
the Chief of the Staff of services.

| have come to the end of my discourse
mainly because of time. | heard the speech
delivered by ShriJaswant Singh. | respecthim
greatlyforhis service. Butdefinitely |amconfident
that the Governmentunder the able leadership
of ShriNarasimha Raojihas taken all appropriate
steps to ensure that the defence machine is
geared up. Unfortunately there dre problems
whichare being thrown upon day in and day out
by irresponsible elements in the Indian polity.
But, | am certian that with the new Economic
Policy, anew defence environmentemerges, a

is continuously being modified which would
safeguardthe interests of this country and help
the country totravel towards the 21st Century
wherewecan expectagreatnation, anationwith
aconomic strength, anation whichcan project
itsown.

SHRICHANDRAJEET YADAV(Azamgarh):
Sir, | think we are discussing our Defence
Budgetataveryimportanttime intenmationally
and nationally both. ltis alsoimportantand this
is, I think, very fortunate that the Prime Minister
atpresenthappenstobe himself the Defence
Minister of India. This is high time, that our
Govemmentshould give very serious thoughtto
several important viable Defecne Policies of
india. Defence s one subject onwhich the entire
nation almostis united. Inatime of emergency.
inatime of national security probelm, this has
beena greattradihon of ourcountry tospeakwith
one voice. But, thisis also hastobe notedthat
dunng the lastalmost three decades, therewas
an arms race in the world and the two super
powers engaged themselves in the most
sophisticated, dangerous nuclear arms
developmentandthatiedthe worldto a pomt of
annihilation. The entire humanity atone point of
time was senously anxious the way the two
super powers had entered into an arms
developmentand alsothe competition has gone
upto apointof starwar, thatwas a period of cold
warinwhichnotonly thesetwo superpowers and
entire humanity was seriously concemed
particularty the developing countries, the non-
aligned countnes. India very rightly inthe very
beginning after ourindependence took aposition
thatwe wiflbe anon-aligined country, we willnot
jon any warning tank, rather we will put our
moral pressure and alsowe will work withthose
forces. Wewant peace andthatthereshouldbe
aworidfree fromarmaments. We took several
initiatives inthe United Nations Orgnanisations
fortotal disarmament. We were always oppose
to nuclear weapons development. Our policy
hadagreat supportof aimost the entire peace
loving people of the world. But, unfortunatety, in
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ourshorthlstoqd4 5 decades, after our
freadom, we had some bitter experiences from
our neighbours. We were the civtims of
aggression. Perhaps in the very beginning
because of our policy we did not wantto spend
our foreign exchange resources on the
developmentof armaments and maintaininga
large arms stock andwe hadto payforthat. One
whowill gothrough the debates of, this House
willfind that there was onetime whenalmostthe
entire Parfiament was againstthe Govemment
andthe Govemmentwascharged of neglecting,
ignoring and not paying proper attention to
strengthen ourdefence.

16.00hrs.

Butthatwas notout of awrong understanding.
Itwas outof awell though-out understandingthat
Inclia did not wantto be an army power. incka did
notwantto be anuciearpower. Incha didnotwant
tomaintaina large ammy and develop andspend
its resources onarmedforces. But after those
expenecnes, we hadto pay greater attention to
strengthen ourarmy and also to equip ouramy
with modern armaments and very rightly the
attention was aiso paid to research and
development work in our own country sothat
Indiacanbe aseli-sufficient countryinits defence
also.

But, today, | think the Prime Ministerwhenhe
is heading thus Ministry, he and his Govemment
mustgive very serious thoughttocertian major
policy issues. | would very shortly like to point
out those major issues which require serious
thoughttoday.

A few years back our late Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi and the former President of the
Soviet Unton signed an agreement herein Delhi
and we said that we want a worid free from
nuciear weapons and violence. | think thatwas
arightlead giventothe entire worldbecausethe
most haunting problem today is the nuclear
weaponry, nuclearweapons-notthatthey have
great destructive capacity butthat they are most
costly weapons also. We musthave aproper

policytoday.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Yadav, justaminute.
The hon. Minister wants to make an urgent

statementregardingthe aircrash at Aurangabad.
Iwill allow him. You may continue later.

16.03hrs.
STATEMENT BYMINISTER

(i) Crash of indian Airlines Boeing 737
Aircraft near Aurangabad Airport on
2641983

|English]

THEMINISTER OF CIVILAVIATIONAND
TOURISM(SHRIGHULAMNABI AZAD): The
House is aware of the tragic accident to Indhan
Aitines flight IC-491 on 26th Apnl, 1993 at
Aurangabad.

The asrcraft, with 112 passengers and 6 crew
members, had justtaken off from Aurangabad
for Bombay. Before it could gain enough height,
ts wheel gear hita high-nse truck, loaded with
cotton, passingonthe road closetothe runway
outside the perimeter wall at the eastermn end.
Thelanding gearof the aircraft broke off under
the impact and the aircraft swered to the left.
Thereatterit hita powertransmission kneand
crashedinthefieldat adistance of about 7 km®
from the airport. The aircraft broke into pieces
andcaughtfire.

While 63 persons including the pilot, the co-
pioft and 2 other members of the crew have
survived, itis a matter for deep regret that 53
passengers and2members of the crew lost thesr
lves. 12 ofthe surviving passengers, whohad
sustained injury, were admitted to the local
hospital; 3 of them left the hospsal after first aid
andthe restare recovenng.

| visited the crash site along with senior
officials of the Ministry and indian Airfines and
metsomeof the surviving passengers, including

.



