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Therefore, in order to emphasise the 
high importance of the railway extension 
work and for setting up gas-based fertilizer 
industry, spinning mill, jute mill in Tripura~ 

students and youths of Tripura have under-
taken a long journey of about 2700 kms 
from Agartala to New Delhi to pJace their 
demands before the House of Parliament 
which is io session, on 7th May. 1986. 
This is the culmination of their Statcvvide 
struggle which included civil disobedience 
end COUI ting of a rre,L Al\.)og',ide. the 
State Legislative Assembly adopted unani-
mous resolutions In favour of these 
demands. In the Parliament also, Member s 
have pJeaded for extensIOn of railways to 
aU State~ in this region. I, therefore, urge 
upon the Government to fulfil the long stand-
ing demands of this region. 

(ix) Need to grant de jure recognition to 
All India Kendriya Vidyalaya Associa-

tion (AIKVT A) 

SYED SHAHABUDDIN (Kishanganj) : 
Teachers of the Kendriya Vidyalaya 
Sangha than have been agitating for the 
last three years, to press their II-point 
demands which include, in the main, 
increase in promotion quota. participation 
in ma.nagement, provision of housing 
facilities, improvement in pay-scales 
etc. 

The Sanghathan h:ls not been negotiat-
ing with their representative body, viz. 
AIK VTA on the ground that it did oot 
have de jure recognition. On the other 
hand, it has granted de jure recognition to 
a paper association-Rasbtriya Kendriya 
Vidyalaya Adhyapak Sangh on 18th 
February 1986, even before tbe date of 
application for recogOltlon was closed, 
and that too in t')tal disregard of its 
owo Stan jing Instructions of 9th January 
1986. The hon. Minister of State of 
Education, Sbrimati SushiJa Rohatgi has 
oot yet honoured her assurance of 7th 
March 1986 to review the matter within 
one week. 

The Calcutta High Court on 18th April 
1986 h:lS stayed this illegal recognition to 

the Sangb. The Delhi Higb Court bas 
restrained the 580ghathan on 16th April 
from constituting JCM. 

This impasse is Jeading 25,000 teachers 
on the road to agitation. 

I would urge the bon. Minister of 
Human Resourre Development to accord 
AIK VTA d~ jurt: It ..:-ognition for harmonious 
employer-employee relationship. I can 
upon the Sanghathan to open negotiations 
with it immediately, for a satisfactory 
seUit.ment of the Jong-.)tandJng grievances 
and demands of the teac.hers of tbe 
Kendriya Vldyalayas, which play an impor-
tant part in our edu~ational life. 

14.12 hrs. 

RESOLUTION RE : DRAFT 
NATIONAL POLICY ON 

EDUCA TION-I986-( Contd.) 

LEng/i~h] 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER The 
House will now take up further discussion 
on the following Resolution moved by Shri 
P. V. Narasimha Rao on the 6th May, 1986 
namely: 

"This House approves of the 
Draft National Policy on Education-
1986, laid on the Table of the House 
on 2nd May, 1986." 

Now Mr. A.C. Shanmugam. 

[Translation] 

*SHRI A. C. SHANMUGAM 
(Veil ore) : Hon. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
on behalf of my party the All India Anna 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, I wish to 
make a few suggestions on the new 
education policy which bas been placed 
before the House by our hon. Minister 
of Human Resources. 

At the outset I would refer to the 
fact that there is no mention in this new 

*Tbe speech was originally delJvered in Tamil. 
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education policy about the financial outlay 
on education. Unless the objectives 
enumerated in this policy are supplemented 
by the proposed expenditure for their 
fulfilment, the new education policy remains 
a document of words and phrases. I want 
tbat tbe hon. Minister of Human 
Resources in his reply to the debate should 
give an indication about the financial 
requirement for implementing this new 
education policy. 

After examining in great depth the 
pros and cons of having education in the 
State List of the Constitution, tbe Founding 
Fathers had unanimously incorporated 
Education in the State List. They were 
convinced that the States which are the 
nearest institurions of authority will alone 
ensure rapid progress in education. But the 
Central Government, which is constantly on 
tbe look out for augmenting its authority, 
through 42nd Amendment of tbe Constitu-
tion brought Education from State List to 
the Concurrent List. Now through this 
new education policy education is being 
taken indirectJy into the Union List. I do 
not know what actiun had been taken on 
the recommendations of Dr. RadhakTlsh-
nan Commission which studied elaborately 
the problems of University Education and 
submitted its valuable report. Similarly, 
Dr. Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar Commis-
sion examined the issues of secondary 
education and gave its detailed report. 
I want to know what action was taken on 
the recommendations of this Report. 
During 1964-66 Kothari Commission 
studies the problems of f'ducation and 
submitted its report on the b3si~ of which 
the 1968 Education Policy was formulated. 
All these tbree dlstingui-;hed Cornmi .. sions 
had not recommended the shifling of 
Education from the State List to tbe Con-
current List. The Centre on its own has 
done this. Now there is a proposa 1 to 
constitute an aJl India Education Service. 
If this is done. then it is tantamount to 
education being in the Union List. 

Education will become a potent instru-
ment of growth only when the me.dlum of 
instruction IS in mother tongue. Perarignar 
Anna used to say tbat the people are in 
direct and instant touch with the State 
Government only and not with the Central 
(JoverQment. l NOnder Why the Centre 

should arrogate to- itself aU tbe powers on 
the earth. The centre should confine its field 
of work to Currency. Defence and External 
Affairs. AJI other activities ~bouJd be 
transrerred to the State Governments. It 
will be an exercise in futility if all powers 
are concentrated in the hands of tbe Cen-
tral Government. No tangible results will 
flow from this kind of concentration of 
powers in the hands of the Central 
Government. Therefore. I take this 
opportunity to demand tbat Education, 
should he taken back to the State List from 
tbe Concurrent LIst. 

The National Po1icy on Education, 
1968 bad laid down that the investment on 
education be gradually increased to reach 
a level of expenditure of 6% of the national 
income as early as possible. Till the end 
of tbe sixth plan, the level of expenditure 
on education reached a level of just 3%. 
In tbe recent meeting of the National 
Development Council, our bon. Prime 
Minister bas stated tbat this 6% of national 
income level would be reached by 1989-90. 
Here it is worthwhile mentioning bow 
education has been neglected during the 
course of six Fi"e Year PI~ns. During the 
First PJan, 7.5% of Gross National Product 
was spent on education and during the end 
of the 6th Plan this went down to 1.5%. 
The elephant cannot be tied to a poll and 
fed. It should be aHowed to roam about 
and fetch its food. Similarly education 
should be left to tbe care of tbe States and 
not left to the mer~y of the Central 
Government. Though free compulsory 
education has been assured to the people 
of the country in the Con~titution itself. 
till tod3Y it has nl)t bec.ome a reality 
because of this kind of apathy on the part 
of tbe Central Goverr.ment towards 
education. I wonder how then tbe 
Government of India is going to achieve 
the objective of having all the children upto 
the age of 14 under the scheme of free 
(.ompul~ory education by 1 Q95. The 
responsibility for the failure of achieving 
free compuhory education for all even by 
the end of 6th Plan sbould Jay squarely 
on the ~houlders of Central Government. 
Within its limited resources and crippJied 
powers, the State Government of TamiJ 
Nadu under thc.' leadership of Dr. ~l.G.R. 

has achieved the marvel of educationa I 
resurgence i~ tbe State by spending 30% t9 
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40% of its annual budget. The new 
education policy talks about Plus-2 educa-
tion free for girls. Tamil Nadu has intro-
duced free education for girls many years 
ago. Eveil in many of the Congress-I 
ruled States Plus .. 2 system of schooling has 
not yet been introduced. There is reference 
to elementary education and nutritious 
meals scheme in tbis policy. From 1980 
unwards the Government of Tamil Nadu 
is implementing the Nutritious Meals 
scheme with an annual outlay of Rs. 250 
crores. 85 lakbs of children are getting 
nctritious food for the growth of their 
brain and brawn. The enrolment bas gone 
up and tbe drop-down bas declined in the 
elementary schools. I suggest that the 
outlay on the nutritious meals scheme being 
made by the Government of Tamil Nadu 
should be given as grant by the Central 
Government to the State Government. 

The Government of Tamil Nadu 
has brought about a revolution in 
vocationalisation of education by establish-
ing several hundrds of I.T. Is. and Poly ... 
technics all over the State. More than 50 
Engineering Coneg~s have been opened to 
meet tbe growing demand for technical 
education. Computerisation of admission 
for the courses of Doctors and Engineers 
has been introduced. This has removed all 
the. pogsibilities for malpractices. Bharathi-
yar University, Bharathi Dasan University, 
Tamil University. the one and only 
Girls' University in Kodaikanal which was 
opened by MOlher Teresa. Alagappa 
Chettiar University and so on have been 
opened to serve the needs of higher 
education. I suggest tbat the U.G.C. 
should recognise all these institutions of 
higher learning. 

When our leader Shri Kolandaivelu 
was the Minister of Local self-government 
in Tamil Nadu, under the SeJf·Sufficiency 
scheme with an outlay of Rs. 300 crores, 
permanent school buildings with aJl comforts 
were provided in aU the villages in the 
State. The State Government is giving 
free dress and free text books to all the 
children at the primary level. The estab-
lishment of University Grants Commission, 
wbich was expected to ensure uniform 
funclioning of all Universities in tbe country, 
b~ ~reattC'd dissension amoD~ th~ Vniversi-

ties. The establishment of Central Schools 
bas brought about discrimination among tbe 
State Government Schools and the schools 
being run by local bodies. The creation of 
Navodaya Vidyalays will further accentuate 
this discrimination among the schools. 
The Navodaya Vidyalays are just like the 
private sector public schools. Through 
Navodaya Vidyalays Hindi is going to be 
imposed all over the country. Instead of 
tinkering with the powers of the States so 
far as education is con~enred, it may be 
good for tbe Centre to take away Education 
to the Union List itself. At least the 
States will be getting rid of every day 
poaching by the Centre in education. 

During the Calling Attention Motion 
today morning the problem of Hindi was 
highlighted. It was claimed that Hindi 
was not being imposed and the tbree-
language formula was not being pusbed 
down the throats of the States. The hone 
Minister also stated tbat Hindi is not 
being given any undue importance at the 
cost of other national languages. But what 
is taking place here? The Indian Tamils 
are being butchered and bombed in Sri 
Lanka. Our hone Minister Shri Cbidam-
baram led a Delegation to Sri Lanka for 
talks with the Government of Sri Lanka 
on this ethnic eruption. Our leader Shri 
Kolandaivelu demanded a statement from 
tbe Mmister and also a discussion on Sri 
Lanka~s violation of human rights. That 
request has been rejected. But a discussion 
on the spread of Hindi has been allowed. 
You see the pa rtisan approach even on tb~ 
floor of this House. There is this gap 
between word and deed. How do you expect 
justice in the hands of tbe Central Govern-
ment for the development of other national 
languages ? The Official Language Committee 
was constituted in 1976. During the past 
10 years what is the work tbat tbis 
Committee has done? This Committee has 
squandered several lakbs of rupees by going 
abroad all over the world to assess the 
extent to which Hindi is used in our 
Missions abroad. I want to know whether 
any sucb work bas been done in respect 
of scheduled national languages. I suggest 
that the Central Government should 
constitute a high-level committee to assess 
what amount has been spent for tbe deve-
lopmeot of regional languales in the country 
~urin, tbe p~t 3? fe~r. "nd report to tlli, 
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House. This House is the highest repre-
sentative forum of the country, which is 
entitled to know what progress has been 
achieved in the growth of other national 
languages. Not even one-hundredth of the 
money that is spent on Hindi is being given 
to the development of other na tional 
languages. How many crores of rupees 
have been spent on the development of 
14 national languages scheduled in the 
Constitution '1 During the Calling Atten-
tion Motion, one Member stated that 
o aJy one language should be the official 
language. In Switzerland, which is a small 
country, there are four official languages. 
In Singapore, which is still smaller, there 
are five official languages. The official 
work is conducted in both these countries 
in all these languages. The international 
relations are conducted without differentiat-
ing the existing official languages of these 
countries. But. in our country with a 
population of 70 crores of people, with 
varying religious faiths and different cultures, 
with racial differences and changes in their 
dresses and bearings, all the fourteen 
scheduled national languages should be 
given equal treatment. Unfortunately 
this is not being done. 

Please take for example Parliament 
itself. Some Members do not want 
English and they want only Hindi. But 
simultaneous interpretation facility has been 
provided only for English into Hindi and 
Hindi into English. I have to say tbat 
scant respect bas been shown to the 
sentiments of people speaking 14 national 
languages in the country. Cannot we 
arrange 14 channels for simultaneous 
interpretation for the benefit of Members 
from different regions of the country to 
follow tbe proceedings of the House in 
their own languages? Could we not spend 
a few lakhs of rupees for honouring the 
feelings of people of the country? If this 
cannot be done in Parliament, how can you 
expect other scheduled national languages 
to grow? 

It is atrocious to claim that India 
should be ruled by Hindi, which is the 
mother· tongue of people living in four or 
five nortbel n States. Today morning one 
Member claimed that Hindi alone should 
be the official language of the country. 
J want to know wbetller ~ind~ is spoken 

by all the 70 crores of people or by 90% of 
the population. Hindi is spoken by 35% 
of tbe population and 65% of the population 
of this country speaks other languages. 
We have our Telugu friends, Kannada 
friends, Bengali friends and Ma)ayalam 
friends here. One hone Member stated 
today morning why should not Hindi be 
learnt by friends in South. I would like 
to tell him that the people in the Southern 
States will not take to Hiddi so long as the 
people in the North do not own anyone 
of the southern languages like Kannada, 
Malayalam, Telugu Of. Tamil. By trying 
to impose Hir:di on the South, you are 
acting as the superiors to the people 
in the South. By word and deed South 
is being neglected. The Coach factory 
which should come in Andhra Pradesh has 
now gone to Punjab. It is not that India 
belongs only to four or five northern States. 
India belongs to all the 22 States. The 
Central Government has failed to understand 
and appreciate the sentiments of the people 
in these 22 States. We have expressed 
our total opposition to the demand of 
Khalistan. But if you impose Hindi 
Khalistan, naturally the people wi1l spon-
taneously resist it. Hindi cannot enslave 
southern people. We are totaR)' opposed 
to that move. Is only one language 
spoken in India? Is there only one 
culture here or only one kind of dress or 
only one type of food habit? 

Today morning one Member stated that if 
Hindi is not learnt by anyone, then he will 
be considered as the enemy of the nation. 
I condemn this kind of Hindi fanaticism on 
the floor of this House. Some one said 
that we are protagonists of English. No, 
we do not say that English should continue 
for ever. We do not oppose Hindi. We 
oppose only the imposition of Hindi. If 
you say that English is an alien language, 
we also say tbat Hindi IS also an alien 
language for us. We are totally and 
absolutely opposed to the imposition of 
Hindi on us. Some Members pointed out 
the political expediency in the language 
policy. One Member also referred to the 
political conspiracy in tbe opposition of 
Hindi. 5 crores of Tamil people will 
collectively and individulally oppose the 
imposition of Hindi. 

Much is being made about the protec-
tion to minorities in tile ~OUDtl')'. We 
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extended our support to the MusHm Women 
Bill the other day. When we do every-
thing for protecting the minorities, should 
we not do something for developing the 
languages spoken by the different groups 
of minorities in the country? One hone 
Member stated that bis son has taken to 
Tamil. We commend this individual 
effort. We want tbat this must become 
universal in the country. There is a demand 
to change all the English names like 
U.P.S.C., Railways etc. into Hindi names. If 
tbe Centre conducts its correspondence in 
Hindi with tbe four or five Hindi-speaking 
States in the North. we have no objection. 
But the Centre should bave correspondence 
with the non-Hindi speaking States only in 
tbe existing link language, ;,e. English and 
in tbe language of that State concerned. 
Some friends talked about the enthusiasm 
shown towards Hindi by leaders like Rajaji, 
Kamaraj, Dr. Radhakrisbnan and others 
who were the sons of Tamil Nadu. Kamaraj 
was a political institution by himself, who 
created national leaders. As I told earlier, 
we are only opposed to the imposition of 
Hindi. We cannot accept that Hindi should 
be the only mother-tongue of India. 
Cbristianity is the universal religion in 
Europe. But christianity has not created 
just one nation in Europe. There are 
different nations professing the faith of 
Christianity. If religion cannot compose 
the differences among nations, do you think 
tbat a language win eliminate the differences 
among the people 7 Hindi is developed to 
that extent tbat there is difference between 
tbe spoken language and the written 
language. Now there is an attempt to 
change the names of Central Public Sector 
undertakings into Hindi. If you change 
the names of State undertakings in U. P., it 
is all right. How can you change the 
name of I.T.D.C. or any other public 
sector undertaking in which the public 
money from Kanyakumari to Kashmir has 
been invested? We are opposed to this 
kind of fanaticism. Just by opposing Hindi 
we do Dot become the opponents of national 
integration. There can be no leader like 
our Dr. M.O.R., who is tbe most illustrious 
supporter of national unity and integration. 
He is committed to upholding the national 
sovereignty and integrity. We are bis true 
followers. All of us are keen that India 
.oul~ Qat 4i8Siplt~ due t() imposition 9f 

anyone language, particularly Hindi. We 
see the upsurge of sentiments of the people 
in Assam, in Punjab, in Andbra Pradesh, 
in Karnataka and in Tamil Nadu. The 
ruling party at the Centre has to blame 
itse1f for this kind of development in the 
States. The narrow partisan approach of 
the Centre is mainly responsible for this 
kind of emotional upbeavan in the States 
in the country. When we are Dot willing 
to create a Hindu-India, can we create 
Hindi India? It will lead to dissipation of 
India. The 14 scheduled languages of the 
country must find their due places in 
national outfit. As much money as is 
being spent on tbe development of Hindi 
should be spent on the development of 
other languages enshrined in the Consti-
tution. With these words I conclude my 
speech. 

SHRICHANDULAL CHANDRAKAR 
(Durg): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, today 
we are discussing here the National Policy 
on Education. It is very necessary that our 
education policy cbanges with changing 
circumstances. In this regard our Govern-
ment and Shri Rajiv Gandhi had made it 
clear that Education Policy would be changed 
and that a comprehensive policy would be 
announced very soon. There is no doubt 
that National Policy on Education has been 
drafted very wen. J t is also well balanced 
and has precisely touched every aspect of it. 
Though it bas covered all aspects of the 
Education, yet the question is that of prio-
rity. We all knew-it is not a new thing-
that the gap between rural and urban areas 
in matter of education is widening and some 
practical steps are required to be taken 
immediately to narrow the gap. The draft 
bas no doubt torched this aspect, but the 
question is of narrowing the gap. For tbis 
purpose, some positive and concrete steps 
win have to be taken. The Education Policy 
of 1968 envisaged propagation of Science 
and Mathematics all over the country. It 
was said that these subjects would be given 
priority in rural areas. We all knew that 
arrangements for teaching science subjects in 
rural areas are grossly inadequate and no 
lab facility is available and we have no 
teachers to teach science subject there. And 
jf at all tbey are available, they are nel!li-
gible ... (lnter,uptions) .•. At present, I am 
speaking on education. How to implement 
~tle t3duyation poli~y, OD wbicll so mu~ll of 



341 Res. reo 'Oralt National VAtSAKHA 11. 1908 (S.4K..4) Policy on Education 342 

emphasis is being placed, ill real problem. 
The education is in the concurrent list, so it 
is tbe responsibility of States to run primary 
and bigh schools. But they often complain 
of lack of funds and express their inability to 
recruit more teachers. As we all are aware, 
our Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, 
wants that by 2001 A.D., India sbould 
became a developed natioD. Therefore, as 
per this programme, the percentage of those 
living below poverty line would come down 
from the present 37 percent to a mere 5 to 
7 percent. Again, our literacy figures are 
ra ther very low. I do not know bow many 
people would be called literates by tbe time 
we enter the 21st century. Although the task 
that we have undertaken is a difficult one, 
yet it can be achieved if we could enSl'.re 
that all such children, irrespective of their 
sex, as are of school-going age~ attend 
schools compulsorily. For this purpose. we 
must make arrangement for more schools 
and teachers. Besides, Adult Education 
programmes must be given due importance. 
At least we must ensure this much that all 
eligible children do not find any difficulty in 
getting compulsory school education. Though 
all this has been mentioned in the draft 
education policy document, yet necessary 
pr~parations will have to be made. As there 
would be more schools, so more school 
buildings will have to be constructed. The 
teachers will have to be given training to 
suit the present requirement~. In addition, 
tbe existing curricula for teachers' training 
will have to be re-examined. No doubt. full 
scale preparations are required to be made 
to see that children of school going age are 
not deprived of compulsory education. The 
main problem here is that of implementation 
and preparing good teachers. Unless the 
teachers are trained properly, our task would 
remain incomplete. Secondly, I would like to 
empbasise that our education policy must be 
linked witb some constructive programmes. 
Unless this is done the task would remain 
incomplete. What I want to say is tbat 
it should be made compulsory for all students 
froOl primary to college level to participate 
in some constructive programme. They 
should be made to do some physical work 
like road construction and digging of earth. 
The education must be linked with construc-
tive and developmental works. Tbis sort of 
a programme existed in Kerala long ago, in 
tbe tben princely State of Trivandrum. But 
tbis system does not exist any where in the 

country today althoueh there is a groat need 
for it. At present we have about 5092 blocks 
and about tbe same number of colleges and 
nearly 70,000 hillh schools in the country. 
We have slums in urban areas and villages 
in rural. areas. They have very difficuJt 
problems. There is need to draft youtbs to 
identify these probl ems. How to do this? 
Tbis is of course, a difficult proposition. 
Still tbe students should go to the rural 
areas to heJp in developmental work. You 
must work out a system and prepare a 
programme whereunder the studies in scbools 
should be suspended for one month every 
year, and students should be sent to rural 
areas to involve them in constructive 
work. Mahatma Gandhi had also laid em-
phasis on such programmes. Tb~refore. the 
children should be involved in developmental 
work so that they know the problems of tbe 
country, realise tbe dignity of labour and 
develop a sense of respect for labour. Unless 
labour becomes a part of our education, the 
latter would remain incomplete. There is a 
great difference between Western and our 
system of education, which would continue. 
Hence, attention must be paid to this matter. 
I cannot give the exact figures as yet, but it 
seems that when we enter tbe 21st century, 
only 5 to 7 percent of the people will be 
living below the poverty line and 70 to 75 
percent of OUf children will be literate. This 
would be a tremendous achievement for us. 
But. we must earnestly starl our effons 
right now on tbis direction. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we bave seen 
that not much attention is given to the 
education of girls. There are certain districts 
in some States, where barely 2 percent 
women could be found to be literates. Unless 
our Minister in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs monitors Women's Education pro-
perly and records its percentage progress 
block wise and district-wise. We will not be 
able to make any real progress in that 
direction. We see today, tbe parents either 
engage tbeir daugbters in some work or for 
some other reasons, they do not send them 
to schools. Therefore, we would have to 
create an enviornment conducive to the 
education of girls and we must give greater 
empbasis on this aspect. 

Again, tbe girls who pass out of high 
schools, from rural areas in particular, and 
want to go in for college education in tbo 
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cities have to face the difficulty of finding 
accommodation. Therefore, there should be 
at least one women~s bostel in every town 
and block. Unless tbis is done our pro-
grammes for women education will not be 
successful, I would request hone Shri 
Narsimha Rao to pay attention to this. Time 
and again it is said that we do not have 
adequate funds for building so many hostels. 
We are aware of financial constraints. The 
resources we bave need to be utilized in 
otber ereas. But, tbe more we invest in 
education the more we raise our standard. 
We must invest more on education, even by 
diverting from some otber beads. 

It is mentioned in the draft policy that 
if tbere are two teachers in a primary school, 
one would be a male and one female. This 
is a good tbing. In several countries women 
are eutrusted with the responsibility of 
teaching. If we could do the same in our 
scbools from the primary upto the secondary 
level, then the indifference whicb is visible at 
present will disappear and a new dynamism 
will emerge. When the women teachers teach 
tbe children study with greater attention. 
Again9 we all know tbat most of the primary 
school teachers do not reach schools on 
time and are engaged in some other work. If 
women teachers are recruited in primary 
scbools, they would be punctual and main-
tain better discipline. 

Again, in the draft Education Policy, I 
understand, there is no mention of libraries. 
It is essential to have libraries for the drop-
outs and for those children who are 
interested in increasing their general know-
ledge. Since 1947, children are required to 
study the prescribed textbooks compulsorily. 
Children are able to read very little outside 
their syllabus. And if tbey do it is mostly 
about cinema. 1f library facilities are avaiJa-
ble in every Gram Pancbayat of our countrv 
tbe children would be able to learn a lot ~f 
general knowledge, pertaining to agriculture, 
industry, geography, history and about our 
freedom fighters who have made great 
sacrifices. Along with this, there is imperative 
need for circulating libraries as weI], This 
can be done by providing financial assistance 
or under the IRDP or by providing 
incentives. 

In our Constitution a number of provi-
sions including the provisions for Schedule 

Caste and Schedule Tribes and they are 
being implemented according to rules. But 
the provisions in respect of Backward classes 
have not been implemented so far. I bope 
the hon. Minister would pay attention to 
this area and take progressive steps in tbis 
regard without much restrictions. This is all 
what I want to say. The policy is good but 
we must pay more attention to its im-
plementation part. With tbis, I conclude. 

[English] 

SHRI SOMNATH RATH (Aska): Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, when the draft Nation~l 
Education Policy will be implemented, it 
wi)] be an other spectacular achievement of 
this Government under the leadership of our 
esteemed Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi. 

I congratulate the hone Minister of 
Human'Resource Development. 

The Educational Policy was decided last 
time in 1968. Since then, there has been ; 
clamour for bringing about a radical change 
in this Education including that the work-
load of school children to be reduced. 

This Education Policy which deals with 
Elementary Education envisages education 
to be universalised retaining children up to 
14 years with substantial improvement to 
quality af education. 

Then in the Secondary Education also, it 
has been envisaged that vocational education 
should be introduced at tbis stage. 10+2 +3 is now the common structure of educa-
tion throughout the country. As per the 10 
year programme, there win be a further 
break-up comprising 5 years for Primary 
Education, 3 years for Upper Primary 
Education followed by 2 years of Higb 
School. This is a new feature that is stated 
in this Policy and, ~ore so, the national 
curricul~ win be with a common cord wbich 
includes history of India's freedom move-
ment, Constitutional obligations, national 
identity and to promote India's culture, 
heritage, democracy and secularism, equality 
of sex, protection of environment, removal 
of social barriers and superstitions, observa-
tion of small family norms, inculcation of 
scientific temper that is science and techno-
logy and natioul iDtcatation. 
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It is also stated that Education will be 
imparted for world peace and progress 
treating the whole world as one family as 
envisaged in Geeta. The national and 
integrative character will be maintained 
together with quality and standards. 

Major empbasis bas been laid on 
womens' participation, so also vocationalisa-
tion, technical and professional education at 
different levels. 

Since the growth of population should 
be checked, importance should be attached 
to tbe need for small family norm and 
family planning. 

Stress has been given on non-formal 
education which ic; also important. It has 
been stated th:lt tbe voluntary agencies and 
the Pancbayats also wil1 be involved. But 
I want to caution the hon. Minister that 
when these voluntary agencies are involved, 
it must be seen that the amounts granted 
for these schouls are properly utilised; not 
that more posts of officers should be created 
thereby bulk of the amount going to the 
establishment and only a small portion 
going for education. 

Similal1y with regard to the Teachers· 
training programme. the programme must 
be such that the right type of person should 
be selected to impart education in the 
institutions and get the right type of 
training. The task is for the teachers to 
teach and the students to study. 

As for bigher education, it is going to 
be dynamic. The system of affiliation of 
the colleges requires a tborough examination. 
I want to state in this context that there 
are colleges in the States where education 
is imparted both by the private colleges 
and the Government colleges. Capitation 
fees are being collected by these private 
colleges especially for technical and 
management education. When it is said 
that that there should be no disparity and 
education should be equally based. it is seen 
tbat in tbese private colleges rich family 
students getting low percentage of marks get 
admission by paying thousands of. rupees 
and we also know bow tbey get the degrees. 
So this should be stopped. The cry in the 
country is to stop tbe collection of capita-
tion fees in private colleaes and while 

affiliating the colleges this aspect should be 
taken into consideration and affiliation 
denied to such co))eges. 

Law students are getting admission only 
on getting 40% of the marks. Similarly 
for admission to technical colJeges 
and management, Colleges, whether private 
or Government, a minimum percentage of 
marks should be fixed so that students 
getting low percentage of marks cannot get 
admission into private colleges by paying 
huge amounts. 

As for the Uoiversity Grants Commis-
sion, I would suggest that the practice of 
the University Grants Commission giv;ng 
grants to State Universities on the condition 
of a matching contribution being provided 
by the State should go as what happens is 
that the States do not come forward to give 
the matching grants due to financial 
constraints and in the result the Universities 
are not getting the grants. Whatever grant& 
are to be given by the UGC for the 
Universities shQuld be unconditional. 

It is heartening that tbere is a srecific 
proposal in tbis policy to cover 10% of tbe 
higher seconda ry students by vocational 
courses by 1990 and 25% by 1995. This 
proposal is certainly spectacular. 

It was stated in the 1968 Educational 
Policy that 6% of the national income 
should go for education but it has not been 
done. The National Policy on Education 
of 1968 bas laid down that the investment 
on education be graduaJty increased to 
reach a level of expenditure of 6% of the 
national income as early as possible. But 
since it has not been done~ now attention 
should be given to make sufficient funds 
availabJe for implementation of this policy. 
Unless funds are made available, the policy 
cannot be implemented. 

I will conclude by saying, reading 
from the report: 

"The main task is to strengthen 
the base of the pyramid, which might 
touch a billion people at tbe turn of the 
century. Equally it is important to en-
~ure that those at tbe top of the pyramid 
are among tbe best in the world. Our 
cultural well-springs had taken 8000 
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care of both ends in the past; the skew 
set in with foreign domination and 
influence. It should now be possible 
to further intensify the nation-wide 
effort in Humun Resource Development, 
with Education playing its muilti-faceted 
role." 

SHRI PARAG CHALIHA (JOT hat) : 
Sir, in the 40 years of bumble service in the 
field of education and 55 years of service in 
the field of Music, Art and Culture, I have 
seen, read and heard about countles~ plans, 
platitudes and Commission Reports, policies 
on education, art and culture. All these 
appear quite well-meaning, welfare-oriented 
and even futuristic. In fact, all policies 
appear good at first sigbt. Policies are 
not ends in themselves. These are means 
to achieve a panicular end. This policy 
is one of the lot. But I do not consider it 
to be just another high-sounding document. 
There are high-sounding words in this 
document. Even the very first sentence is 
one which could have been made easier. 
It is UEducation is a continuum". It has 
an elitist smack in it. (Interruption,) 
What I mean is that althougb full of high-
sounding words and platitudes, I find 
something new in it. At least in its 
perspective. A welfare policy hoJjs out a 
vision of hope and cheer but to be really 
effective, it must not lose sight of the dirt 
and dust of reality. Unless one spells out 
a pragmatic approach towards achieving 
the new ideals a policy becomes just another 
document. Unfortunately, for us, the 
operative part of it is stil1 absent in this 
otherwise well represented book. 

In course of our long working in 
education, cultur,!\1 field, in our bid to build 
schools and colleges, we have always been 
discouraged by the oft· repeated dictum 
-education is an unproductive venture'. 
For the first time. however, we have seen 
embodied in a Government policy document 
a statement which I quote: 

·'Education is an unique investment 
in the present and future and this is 
the cardinal principle and key to the 
new Education Policy." 

J confess that when a few months back, 
tbe earlier Ministry of Education was rc-

designated as the Ministry of Human 
Resources Development we were struck by 
its significance. It is in the fitness of 
things that a Document has been made out 
by that Ministry beaded by an astute 
scbolar·cum·linguist with an enviabie 
record of administration-both in the 
Centre and in the State where, for the first 
time in a Government publication, the age-
old adage has been r~~aned and reconciled 
that a human-being is a positive ass est 
and precious national as~est which needs to 
be cherished. nourished and developed with 
tenderness and care coupled with dynamism. 
This tread is a deviation from what has 
been practiced so long for tbe last 39 years 
since independence and I welcome it. 

Sir, change is the crying need of the 
hour. As someone in an advanced country 
said "what we must reconcile with is 
change"-change from misery to prosperity, 
from ignorance to learning and wisdom ..• 
change from darkness to light." 

15.00 brs. 

Sir, I repeat education is an instrument 
of social change but this bas to be relative 
and all pervasive. "Education cannot 
function in isolation. Mere change of 
educational policy with serve no purpose, 
Politics, economics and social values must 
also change. We many have the best 
system of education but jf our economy i~ 
in bed shape; if the political atmosphere 
remains vitiated and surcharged with high 
tension, destructive and divisive tendencies; 
if social values are not properly pursued and 
established tbe system will not work." 
I am glad that the new policy tries at least 
to a certain extent to highligbt-.-though 
not quite adequately-a few of these 
related ingredients for social change like 
value education. One particular thing 
which is worth mentioniog is the strees on 
matbel1latics education which was not so far 
stressed in any of the policies. Then a 
concept of rural university finds place in 
this report which is quite welcome. There 
is also special emphasis for education of 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. But 
here I was struck by one thing as to why 
tbe Ashram type of education is beiog 
stressed only in respect of scheduled tribes 
and not for scheduled ca,tes and other 
backward classes and even so-called 
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advanced classes. A UNESCO report 
says "in tbe tbird word educational system 
is geared to general studies-least functional 
so far as development needs of tbe country 
are concerned particularly rural people". 
In tbis report we have something to deal 
with these aspects which were so far 
absent. 

What bas been result so far of the 
educational system that we have been 
following '1 From a World Bank Report, 
we have the horrifying figure of 52 crores 
still illiterate in this country. Out of 126 
countries only 26 countries have lower 
lit~racy rate. We have 1.23 crore educated 
jobless in this country. Out of 26 crore 
work force 15 crores are not educated. 
Out of 5 lakh lower primary 
schools, 2 lakh lower primary schools have 
no accomodation. 1.5 lakh scbools have no 
black-boards. 2 lakh lower primary 
schools bave only one teacher each. It is 
in the fitness of things, therefore, that 
dealing on tbis aspect has been termed as 
'operation blackboard'. We only wish that 
'operation blackboard' is not on a white-
washed blackboard. 

Educational has been taken to be in the 
Concurrent List. I must confess that we 
in Assam are afraid of anything which has 
a Delhite stigma. With host of physical, 
geographical, ethnic and other peculiarities, 
we have a fear psychosis about anything 
controlled from Delhi. We must confess 
that we are afraid of losing whatever 
identity we have in tb~e matters. There-
fOfe, we always feel that Delhi is too far 
from us to be faithful in all our futuristic 
plans. We are given a note no National 
Core curriculam. But the core extent must 
not exceed 50 per cent. Integration is a 
process which must come from within and 
it should not be imposed from outside. 
In respect of the freedom movement; in 
respect of the development of the Indian 
society we always salute Gandhiji, Tagore, 
Tsntia Tope and Bhagat Singh. But must 
we forget our own freedom fighters and 
leaders like Kanaklata, Piyoli, Phookan, 
Mani Ram Dewan and Kushal Konwar'l 
Sir. I could not resist the temptation of 
sayinl a matter of great resentment that 
Assam's foremest reformer religious preacher 
aDd saint Shri Shankar Dev has not found 
tl pla~ ~veQ ip ltle Saints of India Series" 

not to speak of in any National Text-
book. 

Then, Sir, about the Indian Education 
Service, we have similar apprehensions. 
You will be surprised to know that we 
have not been able to have even one 
Assamese as a Joint Secretary in the 
Government of India so long, not to spea k of 
a full-fledged Secretary. This is because of 
higher facilities and stronger wire pullings 
in such services elsewhere. This new Indian 
Educational Service may swarr.p whatever 
we have in our own State Administration. 

The adult education and media orienta-
tion should not lose sight of the regional 
characteristics and peculiarities. Novcdaya 
Schools are planned as a pace-setter, but 
it smacks of being elitist urban biased. 
In a society with 80% live in villages, 
urban bias must be avoided. I fact, the 
ideal thing would be that every school should 
be a Navodaya School. The teachers are the 
pivots around which the wheel of chain 
moves. In the UGC report, it has been 
mentioned that ·'the teacher should have 
a commitment to a society based on justice 
and should therefore thrive for the 
inculcation of thes~ values and extension of 
knowledge and skills to the society at large. 
In effect, tbe teacher should become an 
effective instrument in the process of 
development and social change. He should 
be the key figure in the transformation of 
our value system. The teacher. as an agent 
of social change, has to work for realisation 
of the objects it holds that education should 
be related to life's needs and aspirations of 
the people". But what do we see around '1 
We find that in Assam, particularly when 
we talk about the increase in work-load in 
teachers, there have been agitations. But 
the teachers are the only lot tbat are always 
tied with a stagnant life. There is DO 
promotional prospect for them. 

Now, coming to the point of management, 
nothing has properly been spelt out here in 
this book. The politicians are always 
asked to keep off from the educational 
field. But is it possible? The idea should 
be to have minimum invo!vement of 
politicians in this field. In the end, I would 
say that 1 strongly feel that what will 
succeed if education fails and wllat f~il if 
~dQcatioq su~eds. 
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SHRI YOGESHWAR PRASAD 
YOGESH (Chatra) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, I congratulate the Education Minister. 
The need for change in our education 
system was being felt for the Jast many 
years, so that it serves a more useful 
purpose in our national and social Hfe, 
and from this point of view, it would be 
necessary to bring about radical cbanges 
in this system. 

I am glad that our Government, parti-
cularly our Prime Minister, bas adopted a 
new perspective on several issues which 
were ignored earlier. A new draft Education 
Policy has been prepared and placed before 
this House, and efforts are being made to 
implement the new policy. 

I want to draw the attention of the 
House and the Government to the fact 
that howsoever pragmatic and useful the 
Education Policy may be, it would not 
benefit the nation unless a good academic 
environment is created. 

Presently, religion, language, region, 
parochial feelings, etc. are emerging which 
tend to create disruption and unrest in 
the country. 

In ancient times. the 'Acbaryas' proved 
very useful for social life and in the 
convocation address, the need for creating 
such an atmosphere in insfitutions and 
schools as would make the students very 
useful, both for the society and tbe nation 
was reiterated. In the convocation it was 
also said and I quote: 

"Madhu manye nishkraman, 
mndhumanye parayanam 
Vaya vadami madhumuha, 
bhuva ya samadhu Sadrisham", 

'Sweet be our coming here, sweet be 
going back, s~eet we speak and sweet be 
our speech'. OUf forefathers made laudable 
eiforts to achieve this. They endeavoured 
to create such an environment in educa-
tional institutions as wculd created world-
wide impression. This was the reason that 
India bad progressed so much in this 
field. I do not mean that tbe present 
~ducatjon system should esseotiaIJy be lik~ 

that obtained in those days. Today. the 
trade unions and unions in schools and 
colleges are destroying tbe very fabric 
of our educational institutions. These 
unions have become centres of casteism 
and parochialism and we are drifting away 
from the basic aim of education. Tberefore, 
it is essential to evolve a system, to create 
a sense of national unity, integrity and 
brotherhood among the students so tbat 
they work for tbe welfare of the nation. 
Today morning we heard many things 
about Hindi and our friends exprrssed 
much anger. There are certain factors 
which cause political malice. Today. 
the fibre of teachers being recruited do not 
fulfil our expectations and it affects our 
students. The teachers are not imparted 
proper training. The system of training 
teacher will have to be changed and only 
then can the educational institution be 
improved and good citizens turned out. 

The students of rural and tribal areas 
feel shame in staying in villages after 
receiving education. They try to migrate 
to cities. In these places employment 
oriented residential schools should be 
established so that the students, after 
completing education do not have to run 
after employment in cities. 

We have noti~ed that the children of 
farmers in rural areas are deprived of right 
type of knowledge due to Jack of educa-
tional fa\!i1ities. Government must set up 
schools for them where they can receive 
proper education. "'ben they will be able 
to play a good role even by staying in 
villages. 

(English] 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : There are 
still 70 Members on the list. I, therefore, 
request tbe bon. Members to take only 
4-5 minutes each. 

SHRI K.S. RAO: We should at least 
have five minutes. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Then, we 
have to reduce tbe number in the list. 

SHRI ZAINUL BASHER: We should 
have· sufficiept time~ otber\Vis~ wllat i, t~~ 
pse? 
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Hon. the commitment of the Government in 
Members may not repeat the points already doing so. 
made. 

SHRI ZAINUL BASHER : We are 
discussing education policy. Should we 
give only our points 'l 

SHRI THAMPAN THOMAS : Time 
for tbis can be extended. If we can sit for 
the whole night for the Muslim Women's 
Bill, what is wrong in giving more time 
to Education Policy 'l 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please take 
only a few minutes each. Now Shri K.S. 
Rao. 

SHRI K .S. RAO (Machilipatnam) : 
Sir. The day it was decided by the Govern-
ment of India to change the name of this 
Ministry from that of Education to one of 
Human Resource Development, our hopes 
were roused. We felt Government had 
realized the importance of education. The 
country is ' rich in human resources. The 
whole problem is that these human resources 
are not trained in a manner whereby 
tbey can convert their natural resources 
into useful property or wea lth-by which 
we could certainly have become by now 
on par witb any of the developed countries 
of the world. 

As Government hopes to go faster and 
faster, and by the 21st century to prove 
that we are nO less than any developed 
country in the world, this human resource 
development must attain the foremost 
prominence. 

However, even we on these benches 
are yet to be convinced that adequate 
budget has been provided for this purpose, 
because I always feel that aU the ills of 
the nation are there only because of lack 
of prominence or adequate attention to 
this DeJ)artment. 

The National Development Council and 
various otber forulus have already discussed 
these tbings in depth. Many of the recom-
mendations of the National Development 
Council are very reasonable, and certainly 
indicate tbat they are keen about it. Tbis 
will certainly result in a better growth of 
education. But tbe problem always comes 
jp respect pf effective imple~ePt~tjop ap~ 

Many objections are put forward by 
several people. I just want to concentrate 
on a few things. The other day 1 beard. 
that some States insisted that the medium 
of instruction from kinder-garten to post-
graduate levels must be the mother-tongue. 
We bave to treat India as one nation, 
considering that the interests of the entire 
people are alike. States have been formed 
only for administrative convenience, or 
to see that local languages or cultures are 
not neglected, and certainly not to consider 
States as independent units. In case any 
State were to adopt its mother-tongue as 
the medium of instruction from KG to PG 
levels, I suspect that in course of time, 
the tendency wi)) be that it win think of 
itself as an independent unit; or, the people 
of tbat State will get stuck in that area 
alone. They win not be able to spread 
out for employment or other forms of 
growth, outside. 

I certainly do not under-estimate the 
importance of tbe mother-tongue. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : L~arning 
many languages is different from stressing 
the medium of instruction. 

SHRI K.S. RAO: That is what I am 
trying to say. I am speaking about the 
medium of instruction. Arts, Management, 
History and such other subjects can certainly 
be taught throught mother-tongue. But 
when it comes to science, technology, 
engineering, research etc., they cannot be 
restricted to tbe mother-tongue or the 
local language. 

When the country and the world are 
going very fast, when development is taking 
place very fast, and when today's techno-
logy is becoming obsolete by tomorrow, 
in that situation. considering the JDotber-
tongue as the medium of instruction for 
every course right up to post-graduate 
level win not be in the interests of the 
nation. But subjects which reflect the local 
culture, and those through which they can 
learn or improve skills suitable to their 
area, can be taugbt in the mother-tongue. 

Keeping in view aU this. the common 
curri~ul~m, plainl;y for ~he import"nf 
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subjects must certainly be there. The 
curriculum cannot be left to every State. 
Even tbe Indian Education Service suggested 
is a must. I have my own experience as 
a student of the Engineering College in 
Warangal where students from all over 
the country came. In those days, in view 
of the national integration, Nehruji had 
intToduced that in a room 
of three beds, one boy used to be there 
from Soutb India, one from North India, 
and one from Andhra Pradesh. I have rich 
experience in it. Whatever might have 
been our feelings earlier, by the time we 
came out of tbe Institution we found tbe 
importance of it and we aU felt that we 
were much better compared to the other 
boys who were educated in the local 
institutions. In this way also national 
integration can certainly be achieved. Rut 
some of our friends have reflected their 
8UsplCIon that by virtue of their Jacking 
behind in education. thev may not find 
a place in Indian Education Service-I 
mean the boys from tbe State who studied 
in local institutions. In tbat context, the 
Government of India can think of giving 
proportional representation in Education 
Service also so tbat no State is deprived 
of this benefit. 

Similarly, Hindi, we all wan t as a link 
language. Yesterday, we conceded to the 
wjshes of the minorities as our policy not 
to hurt anybody, not to impose anything 
on anybody. The same feeling should be 
there for those people particularly in 
Soutbern States, If you are to press for 
all these things and impose Hindi on them, 
they will once again resort to tought 
attitude where they win only say that 
mother tongue will be there and nothing 
else. The government has taken a right 
step yesterday or day before. Similarly, 
let tbe other States feel or learn Hindi on 
their own accord and we must encourage 
tbem in a chery way so tbat they also feel 
tbat it is a must to Jearn Hindi and we 
must bave a link language in our country 
for our growtb. They should not feel that 
it is being imposed. 

The encouragement tbat is being given 
to Hindi is certainly reasonable; that is 
appreciated by every one but not furtber 
impositiO" or a feeling tllat il is pressed 

upon them or tbey are foraoing their 
privileges elsewhere to set emplo)·meo& 
and other things. The system or educatiOll. 
as envisaged, is commendable. In addition 
to that, I wish that the Government of 
India should concentrate on rural educa-
tion centre for rural technoJo8Y wherein 
even those people wbo did not study 
earlier, or had discontinue, their studies 
must be given tbe total training in the 
skills wbich are useful to their areas like 
fishery, poultry, farming. sericultur.e, ia. 
all these things, they can be given traiDin .. 
and they can be linked to the financial 
institutions. Then only thousands of crares 
of rup~ which aTe being spent unde&' 
various programmes of poverty, alleviatiOD 
will yield better results, we can genarate 
more and more wealth and we need Dot 
feel tbat we are lagging behind. In this 
way. I support this Policy in toto, but I 
only request tbe bon. Minister and also 
the Prime Minister not just to be CODtad 
with bril1ging out the policy but to see to 
it that tbe bulk of the budget is allocated 
to it and implementation regularly monitored 
to see whether the desired results are 
there or not. 

From the Eightb Class itself, J wish 
that the vocationalisation must be there. 
Learn while you earn should be encouraged. 
It is not a degree that is going to livC" 
food to tbe people. Only people with 
innovative thinking must be aHowed to 
go for research or for higher studies. Even 
for allowing admission to Graduation and 
Post-Graduation, strict screening must be 
done and only competent people must be 
allowed and not everybody who seek 
admission. 

[Translat ion] 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA (Pali): 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, tb~re is a mytho-
logical story tbat the great Shankaracharya 
blew his conch and whosoever heard it 
became Hindu. Shri Narasimba Raoji sbouJd 
also blew his conch of new education policy 
and its sound will solve all current problems 
of the country. The- question before us 
is that even today only tbirty six percent 
people of the country are literate. Our 
Prime Minister is sitting here.. 10 our plaD 
there is resource aap of fiftc_ tbousaDd 
~rore pf fUpees evep tpday. Copld 110. 
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..,ure us ~t tbe educatiQ1l poli~y Govern-
mCD.t hve decided and the challenge we 
have accepted will remove all the problems of 
illiterac" drop out rate and unemployment? 
The vital and most important question is 
diat the country has thought of· developing 
.. be spiritualism. So far as the question 
of personality is considered, whether the 
st\ldents will be cast witb the hammer of 
knowledge of tbe preseat day teacher, tbe 
.teachers of rUIal areas? What is the 
condition of the pr-esent day teachers? 
I would like to draw the attention bon. 
Education Minister to one thing; "Kismat 
Pbuti Faticbar ho gaya. koi naukari na mili 
to teacher bo gaya." When luck does not 
favour. a person becomes pauper and when 
one does not get any otber job, he becomes 
a teacher. This is tbe condition of teachers. 
Do you want to cast self respecting persons 
with tbe hammer of knowledge? The 
,person with bright knowledge and attractive 
.personality are needed for tbis job. But 
I want to ask, wbat is the position and 
$lahlS of a teacher in the society? Today 
the mechanics, doctors or Vaidyas are 
getting bandsome salary, but what is tbe 
salary of a teacher? So please appoint 
such teachers as will be able to produce 
-enlightened aDd learned students. Govern-
ment want to establish moral values. The 
future foundation of India can be laid only 
by building the character through education. 
But do you know that you are short of 
resources and you are not getting good 
teecbers in rural areas ? 

You very well know the situation. in 
colleges. We have here great per~on like 
the Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, our 
Prime Minister and Education Minister, 
Sbri Narasimha Rao. But are the people 
of our states are enl.ightened and educated? 
ADd, the Secretaries sitting in the Secretariat 
an: educated tbrough books but the ability 
ls DOwhere near them. I mean to say that 
before making a person a teacher, make 
him boDOlt, be should be enlightened with 
aleasing personalitY ••. (111ter,uplio,,.). They 
would be asked bow the inner beauty has 
surfaced on their face? How tbey have 
controlled their desire? Earlier you wanted 
to d~lfelop tbe itaDel' spirit. Now )'ou talk 
of developina spiritualism and you expect 
tbis f~om your secretariat; inspectors and 
lCKbers. Sbri Narsimba Rao ji you have 
:bItm a _obW. lhe vilkl&c \caobeta do not 

have books and vilJaacrs do Dot get aews-
papers. 10 whose bands are you giving their 
lives ? Shri Cbagla Sahib was also associated 
with education policy. Educated and learned 
people like you are Ministers. Government 
have developed this policy under your 
supervision whicb is being aclaimed widely. 
But tbis does not mean that you will be 
able to produce citizens of Rajivji's dream. 
To develop inner spirit it is necessary to 
control materialism. Good teacbers are 
needed for education. Government must 
increase tbe salaries of the teachers equal 
to that of lAS officers. Then see their lives. 
You want 1to establish Model schools .... You 
have a smi e OD your f8{;e, then why are you 
ringing the bell. We have learnt a lot 
from you. You can do wonders ... You are 
again ringing the bell .... You have enumerat-
ed all the reasons and you have proposed 
it in a meticulous way. You have done 
hard work in preparing tbis draft education 
policy. Thank you for doing it. Your 
drafting is very good. c.You have meticu-
lously chosen words and uvery single word 
is fuJI of meanings. Y u want to make 
education job-oriented. If you can briDg 
this revolution in 50 tbousand schools, 
5 thousand colleges and J 50 universities then 
the uoity aad integrity of the country will 
remain intact. So, the people say that there 
is something which saves us from extinction. 
When you want to produce people like 
Vivekananda, Swami Ramtirtba and the 
like intellectuals the existence can never be 
erased. You have said that education 
policy has been framed and evelything will 
be all right. I have gone through it and 
come to know that eleven percent women of 
Rajasthan are not educated but they are 
talented. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Tbey wiIJ Dot 
work after being educated. 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA: If they 
are educated, it will improve their skill. 
One more thing I would lIke to point out. 
You pray Saraswati. You are Home 
Minister aod tbe house-wife is also a 
home minister. This is a coincidence that 
tbe Minister of State is also a house 
wife and she knows how much affectioD is 
there in mothers heart. Tbe teacher will 
teacl! the. cbildroo with respect wbich win 
make tbem gt'eat. They wjll cultivate self-
respect. They will speak out tbcir iDIlOI' 
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tboughts. Wherever an Indian will go, he 
will add to beauty of the place. In this 
way, you beautyfy the draft of education 
policy. Honourable Narsimha Rao has 
presented it in beautiful words but large 
amount is needed to implement this policy. 
It is a good augury that our bon. Prime 
Minister is sitting here aDd if be gives a 
call to voluntary organisations, crores of 
rupees can be mobilized for education 
purposes and wi tb this money you can 
build good school buildings in the villages. 

I also want to say that most of the 
schools do not have libraries and whatever 
libraries are there, are in very poor condi-
tion. I read in news papers tbat, in 
Tricbur, books in the library are placed on 
benches or packed in sacks. This is the 
state of affairs. Where there are no libraries, 
people do not read and their knowledge in 
stale. Even teachers do not lead dailies. 
We have seen hone Prime Minister and 
bon. Minister reading while travelling in 
cars. That is why I say tbat there sbould 
be libraries. There should be books in 
libraries. The policy formulated by you is 
very good but wben are you going to 
implement it as a national programme. Your 
policy is very welcome but you must 
translate it into action as soon as possible. 
Please take immediate steps to give it a 
practical sbape and for tbis we sball be 
grateful to you and Rajiv Gandhi. With 
these warda, I conclude. 

[English] 

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHERJEE 
(Panskura): Sir, it will be a feat for any-
body to discuss the National Education 
Policy within 5 minutes. Therefore, I 
consider this discussion to be a mere ritual. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : It is not 
a ritual. Time is allotted for it and we are 
having discussion. 

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHERJEE: 
If the Government is real1y serious about 
working out a new education policy aod 
wants tbe involvement of Parliament, for 
tbat, tbe best method will be the appoint-
ment of Parliamentarians Committee which, 
like its predecessor in Mid-60s. can go in 
depth iofo the matter and present a suitable, 
eoacrete draft. 

With very little time at my disposal I 
can just mention a few concerns of mine. 

Just look at the policy statement. It is 
full of rhetoric aod verbosity; and bas no 
focus. The most fundamental flaw of tbis 
document is total absence of any mention 
to our country's perspective of national 
development, Education policy flaws from 
this perspective. I have no time to elaborate 
it. Earlier, the main problem was not the 
absence of a proper education policy; the 
main problem was lack of its implementation. 
Tbat question bas not been discussed pro-
perly. Not that there needs to be no change 
in the earlier policy. But the most impor-
tant thing was to examine the failure of 
implementation and to draw lessons from 
it. 

I have tried to understand some of the 
new thrusts in the fieJd of uoiversalisation 
of elementary education. After National 
Development Council meeting·s targets have 
been fixed. But my question is: 10 which 
way those targets are sought to be achieved? 
It is said: 

"It shall be ensured tbat all 
children who attain the age of 11 years 
by 1990 will have bad 5 years of 
schooling or its equivalent through the 
Don-formal stream." 

Now, to my mind, tbis is the Dew thrust : 
Non-formal education. I absolutely dispute 
the idea that the non-formal education in the 
present set up among tbe children of 
elementary a can be really an equivalent to 
regular schools. It can never be. Therefore. 
I am afraid tbat it will become an orphanage 
for the socially backward communities and 
economically weaker sections, as they cons-
titute tbe bulk of tbe drop-outs. It will 
become two types of education for cbildren 
tbe concept the former educational reformer. 
and committees bave rejected. I totally 
disagree witb the idea. I am afraid that a 
few crores of rupees of tax-payers' money 
win be wasted in this misadventure aDd 
inequality would be perpetuated. 

I come to tbe problem of drop.outs. 
If drop-outs have to be eliminated, every-
body would agree tbat it should be through 
the material inccntives. It is not ooly that, 
but it should also be througb the productive 
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process, the economic proCClS and tbe con-
crete economic activity so that the parents 
can feel schooling to be purposeful. Here. 
I will just give an example. For example .. 
in Vietnam, even in the elementary educa-
tion stage, the laboratories are attached to 
schools and the students have tbeir own 
activities and go in for better scientific 
knowledge of agricultural operations as to 
what they have to produce. 1 have no 
time; otberwise.] can give very many 
examples. 

The curriculum is very much important. 
With regard to curriculum 9 what is the new 
tbrust tbat is given? Tbe new tbrust is, 
core curriculum. Now, this has become 
tbe catcb word-national core curriculum. 
But even after going through the entire 
document publisbed by tbe NCER T on tbis 
subject, one is unable to grasp as to what 
is the Government's intention with regard 
to tbis national curriculum. Of course, 
tbe goals of ~cularism, socialism, democracy, 
national inte.ration aod valves attached to 
this bave been mentioned and there can be 
no objection. But the question remains 
bow it will be really translated into action. 
Now, there is already standard curriculum. 
What new will be put into it? Two impor-
tant points emerge in this respect. If the 
education, particularly university education 
is to be purposeful, then, as I said, earlier" 
tbat must be according to concrete condi .. 
tions of the economic and social life of the 
localities, regions aDd States. In the name 
of core curriculm, if there is over-centrali-
sation. tbat will become counter-productive--
not only from tbe point of view of rights of 
the States but also from other aspects. This is 
the sphere where the initiative must come 
from below, by the teachers who should be 
the instrument of cbange, which is very 
necessary. So, I think. tbis new thrust is 
also not very productive. Of course, I 
agree tbat the idea of scientific curriculum 
should be thero. But it should involve 
broad participation of the State bodies as 
well as through concrete initiative of tbe 
teachers, which point really bas Dot been 
provided for. 

Now, another thrust is liven to Navodaya 
Scbools. I win not go into that again 
because many bon. Members bave already 
expressed their reservations. Despite tbat, 
tho GovernmeDt il beDt upon it. ID my 

opinion, in tbe name of excellence, it will 
create further disparity and in the bargain 
it will also create a Central sector in the 
secondary education. I believe, both 
are intended by this drive of Navodaya 
schools which point has been criticised by 
so many hone Members. 

Then, the question of language comes 
in. This document has not gone into it. 
The question of language in our country is 
very important. Here, itself so many 
opinions are being focussed. That should 
have been properly discussed and the three-
language formula and all tbat should have 
been clearly spelt out. Are you keeping 
these things into consideration? It is not 
clear. 

Now, tbe other point is about the 
organisational support. I am afraid that 
this organisation support structure is also 
another drive for, centralisation which is 
not really what was thought over wben 
education was taken in tbe concurrent list. 
It was understood that the concurrent list 
would be more or less Dodona1. But with 
the great emphasis on all the Central bodies, 
not having even one word about what will 
be their relation etc., with tbe State bodies, 
I think, it is not just aD accidental one. 
This is a further drive towards centralisation 
of the management. It the management 
again, nothing is spelt out about the 
question of teachers and students involve-
ment and the involvement of their elected 
repre5entatives. I do not know why. How 
do you expect the teachers to be really 
dedicated both with regard to duty and 
accountabiHty unless you associate them in 
the management of education? It is not 
clear to me. I am not saying whatever 
teachers are doing is all good. But it can-
not be said tbat whatever teachers are doing 
are bad. It is not their responsibility 
alone. The situation created must be 
reversed. I don't think this document bas 
given us any idea with regard to what has 
been proposed. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER Hon. 
Member's time is up_ 

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHERJEE: 
No new educational policy can be di\cWiSed 
like this, within a short time. I \\fdJ come 
to last poiDt. ODe point I would like &0 
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~ay because hone sistec Susb"aji is here. At 
least. a Jot of thing has been 'Said about 
women's education. I like that. But tile 
test of pudding wi'll be in eating. We will 

.see wbat comes out. I am aff"aid tbat with 
the financial provisions as they are, as they 
are being proposed, we do not know what 
witl happen. 

Tber.e is an interesting situation. The 
Government of India in its own document 
said that, tbey wiil show greattr determina-
tion for giving finance. Now, I am Dot 
going into this question-who are the com-
mUDlties, who are the .persons in tbe 
society who are supposed to donate, how 
will they contribute etc. I t is said tbat it 
would be a marginal resource etc. I will 
concentrate on tbe other part i.e. the 
Government resource. No doubt, that the 
Government's share wiH have to be the 
main resource. After all, tbat is going to 
'be the principal source. That is admitted 
by everybody. When the Government is 
so determined, why does it not give adequate 
allocation? If the Government of India 
is determined and telhng the GoverBment 
of India that we are determined, I don't 
~ what is -keeping them back from provid-
ing 10 per cent of Budget allocation. It 
is being repeated al1 the time but Dot 
acted upon. I am afraid that this determina-
tion is shown more in words than in deed. 
That must not be 1he situation. Widl 
regard to autonomy of colleges, delinking of 
degrees with jobs, there are very many 
questions. This document really needs to 
be gone into deptb to wbich I have no time 
-to elaborate. That is wby, I once again 
reiterate my proposal for a parliamentary 
committee to go into details, as it happened 
after '60s document and -tben, it may be 
finalished. Without that, I think. it witl be 
hotchpotch, show-manship and again 
producing wastage. 

I T"lIIIsl ~n) 

SURf ANOOPCHAND SHAH (Bombay 
North): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I would 
1ike to express my views in regard to the 
National Policy of Education presented 
before tbe House. 

Durina the Jast 16 to 17 mootM since 
ltajiv Gandhi became the Prime MioWcr 

Q/ t. ~O\IIltry, ... ve ~ ~\I. ·f4\Ite 
t:~1 QMa,,..,,s .. Cf'tQ'~. S9 IN_I 
tM .educa~OII aa4 tile..... ~ ·wI*h 
.it is pallia&, is <;OtlCClaed ,we tbOwabt ~I¥lt 

80me d'.ov~Dar, ~fl.QP' abolJ1\i .be 
.brouabt abO\lt in tbe c;d\wluiioo. Wit.l1 dais 
perspecti,e in view we have formulated a 
Nati4iKl81 P-elicy on Educatioa. The I .. tu-r,es 
contained in tbe policy are pra_werthy. 
Dut we are afraid .tbat tlley aaay .eM R 
implemented in a ,proper way. EducaUoD 
is a state subject. We have adapted U\ll 
pJus two plus three formula in education 
9u:t .all tbe -States have not a<lopted it. At 
prescatt we are sot sure whether the 
elev_th and tweJth staadards in .die 
fGMluia will remain uDder tbe school QI" fJle 
coUGae. The GoverDmellt 4beuld take 
deQisioD in the ma"er. These two su.odu4s 
should remain ouly with tbe school. On 
.~OOUDt of teese two standard$ rell1aiaiog 
uacler college as well .as schooL studeats 
are nQt a.vailable ·in suJlicieot number" m 
BCbCilOls aDd tber.e is gr-eat rush for admissiCiln 
io colleges. TbeNfore, I would reQUeSt the 
GGNeroment lllat in the plus two plus throe 
syateH1, the eleventh and twelth standards 
should remain with the school. 

I would like to raise one more poiBt in 
regard to dle education. In the mekO-
.politan cities private educational iD9titutieos 
aPe beiDl run paratlal to tbe educatieaal 
iastitutioos nm by the Government CH some 
other way. A. t present (he .uclents are 
~ i.nterested is jeiaiag some private 
IIJ8t.ItQtjOD ratbor ;tban joiDieg some school 
Qr oollcle. In tbe private iDStiWtieDS tbe 
.tuden&s ar.c gi-ven gIIaf"aDtee «bat if' tlloy 
.'Mead the classes. -tbe¥ can PHS 
aDd 06B 80t degrees. The priyate 
iostiNtioos are maid .. mODe)'. Fir .. t of .. )1, 
tbeyebOldd he banacd. Sudi -iastMutieas 
bav.e 10weRd eor ~eatiooa) .t ...... 4 
It ie imperative te d1eck diose people • 
1lave Blade the eclucafien an iocluetry fer 
miotiog moaey. Ther COIDpiete tile ooune 
m'two to .bree IBOnt'" and tben blackmail 
tile .. ttMJeat.. 'f.bey _auld "be c:laected 
tint. 1 4VOUht ... t •• , cae _orc ..... 
In the education policy. it has _en Mid· 
'CW b • e are no t e cross-road. " ReaUy we 
ace GIl the c_ .... d. If we 00 bOt take 
cue te fol1e.w the .igbt COlII'M in reaerd CD 
eeucatioD DOW,.e aD: likel, to _ ..... ,. 
W~ would not be able to prepare 4Ul'ICI1ieS 
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to eater into.. 21st ceatar)'. Permission 
is not granted to' open Dew schools io some 
big cities and in some states. At some 
places if there are schools, students are 
pot available in sufficient number and at 
otber places iT there are students. we find 
po scbool tbere. I request tbe Government 
to issue instructions that permission sbould 
be granted fo persons wbo want to open 
cbarirabJe institutes or schools. At present. 
cbildren have to strive bard to gct admis-
sion in scbools in big cities like Bombay" 
Catcatta and Madras. It can bappen in 
Delhi also. A few persons come to us 
daily with a request to issue recommenda-
tory letters to tbem ror admission of their 
words, I would like to say tbat permission 
should be given to open more and more 
scbools. Besides this. (be most important 
tbing needed in our education policy is to 
acquaint the new acneration of students 
wftb details of our independence 
struggle and the names of those great 
leaders aod persoaalities who sacrifieed 
their lives to achieve Independencc because 
students bave litn. knowledge about tbem. 
10 our new NaliDoal Education Policy. 
stress slwukt be laid OD impartiol knowiedle 
about our freedom figbters aDd tho tr~dOlR 
movement. It will inculcate a national 
feelina amoDg the new generation. Mention 
bas been made aoout tbe peaceful co-
existence in tbis national policy. Th. 
oational unity and inMIFity are as importaDt 
aa the need of peaeeful co-existence. If 
we follow tbree-llHl8uaae formula" tbe 
medium of instructieo should be in tbe 
modaer-toollue One hone Member said 
tba t if tbe pres.at education system 
continues, it would be difticuk for a 
Mabarashtriao to expreu himself in M.draa 
and for a Gujarati to express himself 
elsewhere. Tberefore. Hindi is our national 
laDl'l8le. In our national education system, 
eclucatlon should be imparted only through 
tbe aational laDluqe. It can be given 
only in the oftieial lantuage. It should n.' be given tbroutb tbe medium of English. 
The natlonat language can be given impor· 
tMiCe only by imparting education through 
it. 

So .... as woman education is c~rned, 
~""asht'. is tbe only State in tbe 
country whicb took Jeed io ,"is directioo. 
Now the Central Governmeot j" also 
ViOrldnl towatdt knpanioa W01llap ~. 

tion. The woman educatioD \vas ftnt 
started f",e in Maharubtra. Similarly fre. 
woman education should be given ill tbe 
entire country. The Central Governmeot 
should take initiative in tbis matter. I 
support tlle new education policy whid) 
bave been presented witb a new d~rection. 
We should keep a stl'ict watch OD tile 
States to see tbat tbis new education polK:Y 
is implemenled in right earnest. 

[EngU.h) 

SHRI SUNIL DUTT (Bombay North-
West) : I am \'ery grateful that time is given 
to me to speak on tbe Nationa) Policy on 
Education. 

This is a very vast su bjcct ... 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: And the 
time also is very short. 

SHRI SUNIL DUTT: I would like to 
be short aDd brief. But the subject is so 
vaat aad the time liven for this subject is 
also less while it needs more. 

I would talk only on primary education 
education of small children than gOiDS iD~ 
details of biaber education because as we 
are making sucb a beautiful pyramid. tb. 
founda tion of tbis pyramid bas to be very. 
very strong; otherwise it will ran down. 

I am very happy to go through this 
report and I must admire tbat it was beautj· 
fully written and this can be a dream of any 
nation. If this goes through and jf tbis 
en~ire interpretation becomes a reality, I 
think we arc tbe finest country tbat we can 
give such a beautiful education to our 
children. For tbat I admire our bon. Primo 
Minister wbo visualised and foresaw the 
importance of education and be realised how 
important education is for tbe young aDd 
youth of our country and bow important it 
is to eradicate ignorance from our nation. 
And for tbat I generally feel tbat tbe most 
important part in this is that we must 
educate righ, Irom the beginning. OD arass-
roots leve1 and on an equal basis. the 
masses of tbe country and the children 01 
the country. I emphatically say tbat so 

l'.OO-lIr •. 

rar we have been totally dominated by tile 
st,le of Jritbb ~tiOll. Whop tilt 
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[Mr. Sunil ·Dutt] 
Britisbers came over bere, tbe new style of 
education was started. They wanted to 
please the Rajas, Maharajas and they built 
up beautiful schools- In Ajrner we have a 
college and 1 remember in that college, some 
of the princes used to tell me, some people 
used to go on elepbant-back, some people 
used to go on horse- back and some people 
used to go in Rolls Royce whereas in tbe 
schools in sman villages our poor boys and 
girls used to go bare-foot. That was a 
great disparity. I genera1Jy feel tbat this 
disparity in a democratic country. in a 
secular country, should not be there. Jf 
such a disparity exists today then this 
education will be of no use because we bave 
in our country great people, low people, 
the rich people and the poor people. I 
remember when I put my son in Lawrence 
School, one of tbe most beautiful schools-
it has 150 acres of land-I was reminded of 
my own childhood when I used to go to 
my village school where during the rainy 
season we used to have a boliday because 
tbe roof used to leak. 

To a total contrast I was putting my 
son there in Lawrance School. There is a 
sprawling ground to play and beautiful 
dormitaries and beautiful teachers are also 
there. Can this all be provided and 
happen to tbe millions of our children. 
(Interruption. ... ) and beautiful staff, yes 
of course and that is one of tbe reasons 
wby I used to go there. 

[Translation] 

SHRI BALKAVI BAIRAGI (Mand-
saur): Now I believe that Dagaji must 
have been convinced that whatever be had 
said was said correct)y. 

[English] 

SHRI SUNIL DUTT: So, my humble 
submission is that there should be equality 
in education and equality in schools. We 
might have a beautiful house. But when 
my child goes to a scbool be is equal to the 
child of a Harijan child or the child of a 
Kisan or the child of anybody. If this 
equality is not there, then there cannot be 
any growth in our couutry. This is what 
I emphatically feel. This should be tbe 
sreatest foundati9n that our country can 

create for the future generation. That i~ 
bow we will enter tbe :! I st century • 

My submission is that as long as there 
are scbools on religion funded by religion, 
as 10Dg as tbere are Islamic Schools and 
as long as there are Khalsa Schools and 
as long as there are Sana thana Dbarma 
Schools, they will only breed religion and 
fundamentalism. So, I suggest that these 
should also be eardicated. If you want 
to breed Indianism" if you want to breed 
nationalism. if you want to breec1 national 
integration, then you have to make schools 
where everybody can stay together and 
study together-whether. be is a Harijao, 
Muslim or Sikb or anybody. Why should 
there be disparity? Why should there be 
Muslim schools only for Muslims? 
Why should there be Sana thana Dharma 
schools only for Hindus to study? This 
is what is required. This goes against the 
concept of secularism. 

Sir, wben the Muslim Personal Law 
was discussed, one of the most honoured 
Members of Parliament Sbri Syed Shaba-
buddin said &1 am a Muslim, I will live in 
this country as a Muslim'. How can an 
bon. Member of tbis Parliament say like 
this? lIe may be a Muslim but be must 
live in this country as an Indian. He was 
in Foreign Service. Is this the way bow 
he was representing our country? Is this the 
education that he has got in this country? 
Is this bow be takes the country to the 21st 
Century? Our Prime M ioister with all this 
vision, bas made this policy on paper for 
it to come a reality. But if people, like 
my hone friend, are there in this country 
and Parliament, tben tbis will not become 
a reality .... (Interruptlon$) 

One tbing more I would like to say. 
There are many people like this. I would 
like to say, Sir, tbat from one year to six 
years is the time for the development of 
child's brain and I feel childroQ should not 
be burdened upto six years of age. They 
must live in their natural environments and 
enjoy beautiful study of nature. Let them 
talk to the birds around. Let them be 
good human beings. Let the parents not 
teach them politics or tell tbem tbat tbey 
are Hindus, Muslims, etc. Let them 
grow as tbe finest human beiDiS. 

Sir t from six years till tenth standard 
~he)' shoul~ not be taugbt blstory of Musba) 

- . 
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period or any other period. They should be 
taught history of India's independence. 
Our cbildren must know who were our 
leaders who sacrificed their lives for the in-
dependence of our country. They must know 
were who those great leaders who united the 
country. But, Sir. at present our children 
do not know much about our leaders who 
fought for the independence of our country. 
(I nl errupt ions) 

Sir. it is my humble submission that 
children upto tenth standard must know 
tbe national bistory of India. When tbey 
10 to colleges and want to do honours 
or research in history then they may study 
ancient history, medeival history, Mughal 
history or other histories of tbe world but 
till then we must prepare them as right 
peopJe. 

Sir, we must have one syllabus, I am 
Dot against any language. I believe our 
great leaders did the division of the co untry 
on tbe regional language basis because they 
had a great vision. Panditji and other 
areat leaders realised the importance of aU 
languages of our country. All the languages 
have their richness, beauty and poetry. 
We never wanted to deprive those languages 
of that beauty. We wanted tbe local 
people must enrich themselves and translate 
their thoughts in al1 the languages of India 
so that everybody knows about the cultural 
aspects of otir life. This was vision of our 
leaders on the basis of which different 
States were formed, we never knew tbat 
tbe local politics will take this aspect in 
tbeir hands as a tool to achieve power. 
But on the other hands this was a great 
vision of our great leaders that they gave this 
chance to every State to establish its beauty 
and culture aDd translate it to the world. 

Sir, there should be one syllabus and 
one tbougbt process. Well it can be 
translated in any language of the country 
but it should be the same. If my son is 
speaking in Hindi it should be the same 
thought as is being spoken in Tamil by a 
son there in Tamil Nadu. That is how 
we can units India and make our country 
one otherwise no matter how much we may 
try this country cannot be one because 
there are fundamentalists and regionalists 
who are trying to ~estro)' ~be bC?autr of 
911r CO\lotry. 

Sir, till matriculation there should be 
one syllabus. Everybody should be taught 
the same syl1abus in his or her own 
language. I do not want to waste the 
time of the House because my friends in 
the opposition are not very happy with my 
sayings because they are never happy when 
we say something good. But Sir, wben 
they say something good we a1ways applaud 
them. When we say something good for 
all of us, they are shouting. It is unfair. 
It is not a fair game. 

Lastly, Sir, I would like to convey 
that this disparity should be taken away. 
Our Prime Minister has a VISIOn about 
modern schools, I would like to point out 
here my personal koowledge gained in the 
Soviet Union. Sir, I attended one of the 
pioneer camps there. The pioneer campI 
are meant only for. children up to tbe age of 
13 or 14. Every year, during the summer 
vacation, all those Palaces of the Czars in 
Russia. are open for students and every 
child-~whether he is a son of tbe President 
or the Prime Minister. whether he is a son 
of a labourer or a worker-has to go to 
one of these camps for two months and in 
those camps they are to run their own 
kitchen, do their own work so that a 
feeling of self-discipline is inculcated in 
them, a feeling of se1f-identity is created 
in their minds. There are observers at 
that time and tbose observers see and watch 
the interest of the chidren. Everything, 
right from science materials to agricultural 
and paultry farming materials, etc. are 
provided to tbem. Those observers keep 
on watching tbem and they give the reports 
that such and such student is interested in 
agriculture, in science and so 00. After-
wards. those school authorities call the 
parents of tbose children and tell them that 
their children are very much interested in 
science or agriculture or History or music 
or dance and so on. Then on the basis 
of those reports, the parents prepare their 
children for higber studies in the subject 
of their interest. That is why when these 
cbildren grow up, they become the masters 
of a particular subject. Therefore, I say 
that in our country in all the public schools 
like Doon School, Lawrence School or 
Mayo College, modern system of education 
as is being obtained in the Soviet Union 
should be started during the vacation 
period so tbat .s tfte)' ~row they can becom, 
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expert in a particular Bubject in which they 
showed interest in the school curri-
culam. 

In conclusion, I would like to mention 
a very very important point. that is. 
education at the Jower level which is most 
important. I would like to give an exam-
ple here. Sir, I was going round in my 
constituency and I met some people there. 
Some of them were rag-pickers from tbe 
road side. They earn about Rs. 9 or Rs. 
10 perday and 1 met a family having three 
children and asked the head of the family 
how much he earned by selling rags. He 
said that be would earn Rs. 10 per day. 
Then I asked him HW hat do you eat 1" He 
replied. '·We eat, ·dal' and ~chawal'.tt 

I asked bim whether he eats fish or mutton. 
He said it would cost Rs. 20 per kilo 
and be can't afford it. But he said once 
in a way he eats fish with ·chawal'. 
Then I put a question to him whether he 
gives milk to his child. He told me, 

[Translation] 

Yes, Sir, My children bave, of course, 
tasted milk, but it is only mother's milk. 

[English] 

So, Sir, we sbould be very much con-
cerned over this and we should try to raise 
the living standard of these poor people. 
It is a most important and vital thing and 
here I feel that education should play a 
vital role and should have a thrust. Sir, 
I am very bappy to know that this book 
bas been convey:ng everything and it con-
tains many good things. I feel rbat this book 
is a precious one and there should not be 
any kind of opposition from tbem because 
their own children will also benefit. 

[Translation] 

SHRI KEYUR BHUSHAN (Raipur): 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on soing through 
the draft of the education policy which has 
been presented bere, feels concerned for tbe 
development of the country. If we want 
that our country should rise above seces-
sionism, separatism, feelings of high aDd 
law and sectarianism, we would have to 
}lave a sound eHucation policy to ~cbieve 

this end. The draft shows as to how tho 
lives of harijans, adivasis" the upper class 
and the rural people can be influenced 
through education. Besides this. we had 
announced that we would bring about a 
change in the education policy and tbis 
draft reflects that change. This is a 
basic change. The old education system 
win be cbanged and there will be a revolu-
tionary education policy in the historJ of 
education. Nevertheless, a dobut is lurking 
in my mind. I would like to know from 
the hone Education Minister as to how 
he proposes to implement it. You have 
put everything in it. In tbis policy tbe 
Government have taken care of higber 
education, technical education, education to 
rural people, women education etc. Tbe 
lower strata of the society bas also not been 
ignored. All tbese good tbings have beeD 
selected meticulously and incorporated in 
the policy. But under which system will you 
emplement this policy? May I know 
whether you will carryall the systems into 
execution at the same time? Unless a 
single system is adopted for the implementa. 
tion of the whole education policy, its 
success will be doubtful. I have tried to 
comprehend it fully. 

Therefore, I would like to make a 
suggestion. Unless self-reliance and employ-
ment are included in the education system, 
the education will be meaningless. The 
education policy should contribute its mite 
to the development of the country. In the 
present education system, education is the 
part of a student till he studies. But after 
completion of his education, he finds himself 
alien to the society. He is of no use to the 
iodety. This has been the main lacuna in 
our education system and it is still there. 
While introd1lcing the new education policy, 
will you kindly ensure that tbis lacuna is 
removed from our education system. But 
in the draft we find that no effort has been 
made in this direction. In a village. a 
boy belonging to farmer family helps bis 
father in farming but after acquiring degree 
in any branch of education, he gives up his 
profession. It bas been seen that most of 
the students, after completing tbeir educa-
tion, leave their ancestral profession. Our 
education system should aim at fu1filling 
tbe present requirements of all. You have 
sbaped it in a particular way. Win tbe 
employment oriented system be ,iv~n a trio' 
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anywhere? My submission is that you 
must impart scientific education. Khadi 
gfamodyog symbolises the need for provid-
ina work to all. You should make the 
education system, work-oriented. To 
implement the Education system, more funds 
are required. Those who have studied the 
matter deeply are feeling it. They should 
also consider it from the economic point of 
view. It is my firm belief that by imparting 
work-oriented education on the basis of 
basic education, Government can make up 
the shortage of funds. Today the ambitious 
people want their children to become 
engineers and doctors directly. They do 
Dot want them to become fitters and turners 
first and then move ahead. Unless we 
work as labourers, we cannot achieve that 
elevated position. At the time of imple-
mentation, the Education Policy will have 
to be changed entirely. You should open 
schools in rural areas and provide them 
facilities for becoming self-sufficient. A 
scbool in the rural area win not in any way 
be less than the University. Our Prime 
Minister has visited such areas. The school 
in Bustar is being run on the ideals of 
Gaodhiji, where children are learning lessons 
of life. From the day tbey are admitted 
to the scbool, tbey are taught under various 
systems. '" ben they are at home, they take 
tbe cows for grazing but when tbey come 
at tbe school, they become Gopalak. When 
they are at bome tbey work in fields but 
after tbeir schooling they become agriculture 
experts. Persons who live in the forests 
come out as borticulturists. They learn 
the specialities of their calling and the art 
of promoting it. I t we adopt the new 
technology 00 the lines of our traditions, 
we will not only help them become self-
sufficient but will also bring about rapid 
development of tbe country. This will be 
tbe direct result of the improvements sought 
t42t be effected in our education system. 

I once again reiterate that we propose 
to make rapia strides on the strength of 
technical know-how. We have given a 
clarion call for moral consciousness as well. 
But it does not mean that we want to 
include in our education policy a programme 
for imparting religious instructions. But the 
philosophy of labour must form part of our 
education policy. 

One thina morc. You should show no 
ltmjeoc)l to people who try to preach religion 

in their own camps and thus try to divide 
people on religious lines. Secularism should 
find place in our education system in 
proper perspective so that our students may 
feel from the very beginning tbat in our 
country all religions are given due respect. 
We would not let any religion fade away. 
With the development of our education 
system, the feeling of protecting all the 
religions would get more and more intense. 

As we are advancing in science, so should 
we advance in the field of spiritualism as 
we)). We may advance to great heights jf 
science and spritualism join hands. We 
have found science and spritualism in this 
draft. I have every hope that when this 
education policy is implemented, it would 
not only generate employment for aJI but 
would also provide an opportunity for the 
integration of our nation. 

With this hope, I support this draft and 
congratulate you and the framers of this 
draft heartily. 

SHRI RAMESHWAR NEEKHRA 
(Hoshangabad): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I congratulate the bon. Prime Minister and 
Education Minister for presenting the policy 
statement on National Education Policy in 
the House. I remember the day when our 
Prime Minister, soon after taking oath, 
had stated in an interview on T.V. that he 
will bring about racicat changes in the 
Education system. At tbat time the opposi-
tion leaders said that eV(;fY Prime Minister 
had been talking of bringing at-nut radical 
changes in the Education Policy but none 
could do it. The Prime Minisser deserves 
congratulations because the draft on the 
subject has been presented here and it has 
been resolved that all over tbe country the 
aims of primary education and the compulsory 
education upto middle standard win be 
achieved by us by 1990 and 1995 respectively. 
These aims may possibly be achieved in 
other parts of the country but Madhya 
Pradesh is a very poor State. At present 
only 9% Harijans, 11 % tribals, 12% women 
and in all 27 to 28% people are educated in 
the whole country. Then in such a situation 
if you wish to achieve your targets by 1990 
and 1995 then to those States which are 
poor and backward and could not achieve 
their targets hitherto, you will have to 
provide extra funds. I congratulate the 110n. 
Prime Minister that he bas visualised a 



315 Res. re. Draft Nationtll MAY 7, 1986 Policy 011 EJucatloll ~76 

{Shri Rameshwar Neekhral 
National System of Education in thi$ draft 
document. 

I also wish to tell you that at present 
there is a proposal to introduce a syllabus 
at State level but it is instead introduced at 
school level, sometimes it is drawn up at 
district level and sometim~s even kt depart-
ment's level. Tbere is no uniform syllabus 
for the whole nation. He visualised this 
rightly because if you want national unity 
and integration, then a uniform system of 
education was very necessary for the entire 
country: The children of today will become 
leaders. of tomorrow. They should be fully 

. imbued with the national spirit and be 
familiar with the past and the present of the 
naticm. They should know about the 
sacrifices made by the elder generation for 
achieving tbe Independence of the country. 
Their elders never bothered about the fate 
of their familities. They even gave their 
whole life to the nation. Hon. Prime 
Minister wants the children to learn all 
these things and he deserves congratulations 
for speaking about a National System of 
Education as be feels the present system is 
faulty. We got rid of Union Jack on 15th 
August 1947 but we are still following the 
Examination system evolved by the British 
even though they themselves have abolished 
this system in tbeir own country. The 
point of changing tbe Examination system is 
also mentioned in this draft. He deserves 
congratulations for this. In the present 
system, we find that the boy who scores 
32% marks is asked to study in the same 
class again while the boy who scores 33 Yo is 
eligible to appear in the next examination 
with the boy who scores 95% marks. He 
may continue his further studies. You arc 
bringing a new education system by aboli-
shing tbis system for which you v deserve 
congratulations. 

Sir, tbe minimum facilities should be 
provided to remove the shortcomings in our 
general education system and examination 
system in the urban and rural areas. These 
facilities have, of course, been provided to 
some' extent. It is heartening to note that 
in the draft a provision has been made to 
have at least two rooms and a black board 
in each school iO the country. Many 
schools have no buildings or furniture or 
black boards. I ~l these deficiencies should 
be removed. 

Hon. Education Minister has fulfilled 
tbe promise through black-board operation. 
He deserves congratulations for this. I wish 
to bring to the notice of the Education 
Minister that there was strike in a shoe 
factory in Japan but the factory was not 
closed even for a minute during tbat strike. 
The strike was a success. After tbat people 
went to the factory and found tbat all the 
workers in the factory were manufacturing 
sboes for one foot only and thus the strike 
was a success in that factory. In tbe same 
way the teachers in tbe State bave also been 
following the same policy for tbe last so 
many years, and are faUing far short of our 
expectations from tbem. The main reason 
for this, as Mr. Daga also pointed out, is 
tbat a person who could not become any-
tbing in life became a teacher. We have 
not provided even the minimum facilities to 
these teachers. The teacbers in Delhi and 
Bombay enjoy all facilities. 

While preparing a report or bringing about 
some change in the education system. have 
you ever thought as to what is the difference 
between what is taugbt by a tcacher who has 
been teaching in a village for the last 2S to 
30 years and what you want him to teach '1 
He is not implementing what you want him 
to implement. This thing we do not take 
into consideration. The result is tbe preseot 
sorry state of affairs. You have at present 
set up NCERT on which Rs. 9 lakbs are 
spent daily. You have done elaborate 
arrangements through NCERT. In certain 
fields it has done very good work but 90% 
of tbe books published by it are in English 
whereas 95% children of the country get 
education in their mother tongue. They 
have nothing to do with these books. I will 
give you an example of Madhya Pradesh. 
NCERT sent 10 thousand copies entitled 
·Handbook for science Teachers' whicb was 
in English. All these books went waste 
because not to speak of students, even the 
teachers or anybody else could not study 
them. In such a situation, what will the 
teachers teach and what win the students 
learn '1 You can go and see that books 
worth crores or rupees, which have been 
written in English, are gathering dust in 
NCERT. 

I submit that whenever a teacher Is 
appointed in NCERT, he is of the level of 
university teachina and Ile is highly educated 
person. In our country there are 50 lub 
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teachers, out of which 40 lakh teach in 
primary schools. A few of them might have 
been consulted by tbe NCER T. These 
teachers are tbe specialists of children 
education. When you are imparting teaching 
to the school children through NCERT, you 
sbould consult their teachers. Though they 
live in far-off areas, people living in cities 
are able to approach tbe authorities. They 
write articles in the newspapers and this 
way come to light but those teachers who 
live in distant places, cannot do all these 
things. It is your duty to contact tbem. I 
am hopeful that you will definitely pay 
attention to this aspect. 

lwould request the Education Minister-
Han. Prime Minister is also present bere-
that the way w. have a national bird and a 
national flag, we want to bave a conception 
of a national language also. Everything is 
national. Education is a "ery important 
subject; through education. we propose to 
enter the 21st century and we contemplate 
to build our country and to educate every-
one. Then wby should not we declare 
education as a national profession? For 
this, you can lay down tbe qualification tbat 
most educated, most patriotic and most 
democratic persons only will eoter this 
national profession and to insult tbe 
national profession will be an insult to tbe 
nation. Through this, you can help improve 
matters in the country. 

Lastly, I wou1d request the hone Prime 
Minister that attention should be paid to-
wards the rural teacbers. Under the 20 
point programme, houses or funds are 
proposed to be given to tbe homeless people. 
It is a fact that 80 per cent school teacbers 
are without houses. Where should they live 
and bow should they teach 1 They should be 
provided with houses. Similarly!! tbese 
teachers are unable to send their grown-up 
children for studying in Block level or tehsil 
level schools and colleges for matriculation 
and onward studies. If you want that the 
people working in the field of education and 
teaching children may go on doinB so in tbe 
villages with sincerity and honesty, then you 
will have to make arrangements for the 
education of their children. You will have 
to arrange for their education in the colleges 
and if tbey want lodging in Delbi, you will 
bave to do eIlat also. You will bave to 

arrange school education for those wbo want 
to study in schools. 

(Interruptions) 

In the end I want to submit that the 
way hone Prime Minister is trying to give 
shape to his conception, the way be, by 
going fo the backward areas and in the 
houses of tbe poor, is assessing the situation, 
the way he is studying the problems of the 
country, I am fully confident that after 
studying tboroughly all tbe problems relating 
to education, he will create an atmosphere 
in consonance with his conception, and when 
the youth of the country enters the 21st 
century be will proudly say tbat our ances-
tors, our elders have done so much for us 
that we are getting all those facilities which 
are available in other countries and we are 
getting all those facilities for which we had 
to wander earlier in foreign countries. 

With these words, I support the National 
Education Policy presented here and tbank 
you. 

[English] 

SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA S. 
OEO (Parvathipuram): Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, as 1 rise to speak on this 
discussion, I must say tbat tbe most striking 
feature of this Policy Report bas been the 
bigb-flown manner in which it bas been 
rated. First of all, jf you want a policy to 
be successful, you must be able to communi-
cate witb the masses. Witb this kinds of 
hiah-brow high-flown Report, I do not know 
how tbey are going to communicate with 
the common man, with the masses or make 
them able understand the implications of 
tbis and then to implement it. 

This Policy Report, however, makes 
interesting reading in certain parts. Para-
graph 1.11 reads, I quote : 

"India's political and social life is 
passing through a phase which poses 
the danger of erosion to long-accepted 
values. The goals of secularism. 
socialism, democracy and professional 
ethics are coming under iocreasina 
strain." 

Again, paragraph 8.5 on page 22 reads, 
I quote: 
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UIn a culturally plural society, the 

values that are to be fostered through 
education should have a universal appeal, 
and should be oriented towards the 
unity and integration of our people. 
Such value education should help 
eliminate obscurantism, relisious fanati-
cism, violence, superstition and 
fatalism" . 

I bave always held the bon. Minister 
for Human Resources Development in a 
eertain esteem. We are grateful and glad 
tbat at least he has brougbt into this Policy 
Report certain words which had been forgot-
ten, and certain terms which bad lost tbeir 
sanctity. How credible is all tbis is a 
different question. Just the other day we 
saw the kind of Bill tbat was passed, and 
bere, in tbis paragraph on page 22, it is 
mentioned 'value education to help eliminate 
obscurantism and religious fanaticism'. Sir, 
first of all, any Government, to be success-
ful with any policy which they are going to 
pursue, has to lend some credibility to it. 
It is not only by high-flow policy decisions 
like tbis, but, by certain actions that one 
has to demonstrate that this is what they 
need and tbis what they would like to do. 
That bas to be demonstrated also in 
practice. 

Sir, Education was brought into tbe 
Concurrent List in tbe year 1976. But what 
has been the contribution of the Centre 
for Education? In every plan outlay and 
in every State Budgel, the allocation towards 
Education is less than 2 per cent and even 
1 per cent at times. So, what was the 
necessity to bring it in the Concurrent List? 
It has no meaning unless the Centre can 
make substantial contribution, unJess you 
can have certain control over this particular 
field of this subject. Otherwise what is the 
purpose behind spending lot of time and 
making these kinds of policy decisions? 
Government must make some efforts and 
these efforts must have to bear fruits also. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I would like 
to touch upon a few points which to my 
mind, are very basic and important. I can-
not cover tbe entire gamut of the wbole 
Education Policy over here. The hone 
Minister (or Human Resource Development 
comes from my State and he has also been 
a Chief Minister. He very well knows tbat 

at tbe pr.imaJ)' school and.at the uppcr~ 

primary school level, dte .bole r_poBti .. 
bility WIlts not only with the State Govern-
ment but tbe toeal bodies. Sir. in ~rta1b 
matteR, even the State Governll1eRt W De 
direct control over •• educational e),Mem. 
From my experience I have f0Uftd tbis at 
the primary scbool )eve I and at tbe upper 
primary scbool level. You have mentioned 
about various schemes like Anganvadi 
Schools etc. Most of these things conte 
under the control of tbe local bodies. Tbeit 
functioning is entirely different. So I would 
like to know the views of the Minister when 
he replies to this. At this stage the teachers 
are used for every otber purpose except for 
teaching. Unfortunately, these teachers are 
election agents and they are banging behind 
some MLA or MP or some local samiti 
Chairman and tbis is one of the main 
reasons for the deterioration of educatioD 
at this level. So, this is one of the reaSODS 
for tbe dropouts Sometimes there are two 
groups. The teacber also becomes a party 
to it and some people take their children 
away. I think education has suffered 
severely at the bands of tbe local bodies. 

Different States have difierent ways of 
functionios. But this is how these t'binaIs 
are taking place. I think Prof. Ranga also 
kllOWS about it. I know this comes under 
tile purview of the States. But I wmtld 
lilte to know from the Minister wbether 
be is loins to take it up with the State 
Governments. If he has taken up, what 
reaction he bas from them? Let him kindJy 
tell us at least what be feels about this 
thing because I feel very strongly about it. 

16.45 brs. 

(SHRI ZAINUL BASHER in lite Chair) 

First of all, unless these teachers and 
the schools are emancipated from m" 
clutcb~ of tbese unscrupulous people, 
EducatIon at !'bat level win have no meaninl 
at all. 

Secondly. Sir. you mentioned about 
havin, these Central schools and model 
schools and Novodaya schools. What is 
laing to be the medium of instruction in 
!hese schools? We have different regjoDs 
1D our country. These regions ue big 
rea~~Jl8 by themselves. even as physical 
entitIes. So, there are reaional aspirations 
witb these people. At least up to the 
upper primary level the medium of iustr~-
tiOD should be the resionaJ lansDale. The 
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children should also be taugbt their rolional 
history, local history, apart from the Indian 
history. They must know not only tbe 
history and background of other States 
of tbe country but they must first know 
their own history and they must be proud 
of their own cultural heritage and so on. 

So, Sir, it i~ very necessa ry tbat students 
of different regioos sbould be given a deep 
insiabt into their social background which 
wilt also make them proud and make them 
feel relevant in Indian society. Sir, it is 
not that we only go on talking about what 
happened in some otber par: of the country 
wben so and 10 did some heroic deed and 
all these tbings But tbese tbinss should 
start from tbe very roots. So I would like 
tbe Minister to make it clear whethor in 
these Navodaya schools the medium of 
instruction is going to be Hindi or whetber 
it is goiog be tfte regional language. 

Then as far as the model schools are 
concerned I would like to make a sugpstion. 
Certain schools can be picked out from the 
existins schools and treated as model 
schools. You don't have to waste money. 
creating an infrastructure. I do feel 
personally tbat there is no point in haviDI 
a school just a& district beadquartecs. Be-
cause, district beadqurters are more develop-
ed than other parts of the district in most 
of the cases. 

Again, I do feel, havina tbis kind of a 
central scbool 8nd elitiat kind of approach 
only at tbe district headquarters will not 
servo tbe purpose. If you want tbis scheme 
to have some meaaing you have to select 
the b~k ward areas of every district and 
have the particular school in the ba~kward 
region. If there is already a buildina aDd 
a scbool, tbat can always be expanded and 
developed and used for this purpoae. 

THE MlNISTE.R. OF HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AND 
HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. 
NARASIMHA RAO): I am gOlO& to 
approacb YOLI ! 

SHal V. KISHOIlE CHANDRA S. 
DEO: Certainly Sir, ooltaimy wo wiJl tJDd 
buildinls. Certainly we will do it. 

~o. I thi,.,k, ,. backward restons anet 

the local r_ioBs should be given some kind 
of special consideration. 

Sir. I also feel that wherever sucb areas 
~:lis, in these various districts or StatCit 

tbere, priority sbould be given to see tbat 
these tribal areas or backward areas have 
tbis facility. 

Then, in page 26, a lot has been men-
tioned about the teachen. Unfortunately 
tbe teacher is tbe most unenviable class 
though he is the person Who is to mould 
the future of our country in the sense tbat 
citizens of tomorrow are being moulded by 
tbese teachers. Unfortunately lack of 
commitment is tbere on tbe part 
of tbe teachers especially at tbe Jower levels. 
The teaching profession is not one of the 
most lOught after professions today. 
EspeciaJly these backward reliODs, ecoDomi-
caBy backward regiODS, and tribal areas are 
tbero. where these teachers don't want to 
go. They think tbat it is a punisbment. 
When tbey are posted there, before they 10 
to take charge', what they do is. the, 
approach severa) people to get tbe appoint .. 
ment cancelled. So. they should be given 
incentivcs and bctter facilities and good 
teachers sbould be tbere from amoDg tM 
staff who should be sent to these backward 
areas, tribal areas, and scheduled caste 
areas, to make whatever contribution they 
can in the field of Education. 

Then, Sir, you have mentioned io page 
23, para 8.13 as follows: 

"The media has a profound in-
fluence on the minds of the children as 
well as adults; some of it has encouraged 
consumerism, violence, etc. and .bus 
bad a deleterious effect. Radio and 
TV programmes which clearly militate 
against proper educational objectives 
will be prevented." 

1 entirely agree with tbe spirit of this 
parallraph. But wbat are you going to do 
to stop tbis? You are very rjlht that to-
day the media, especially TV. is a very 
powerful instrument. This aspect of con-
sumerism is definitely increasing especialJy 
among tbe rural masses. As you r jghfly 
put it:. there is violence also ~ause of this. 
Today also there is lot of COtluption. Thete 
is , desire for Ipxuty. tor bflVinS sOPlcfllio, 
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[Shri V. Kishore Chandra S. Deo] 
which is beyond one's own means. This 
is only because of this reason which you 
bave rightly mentioned over here. This is 
someting which you have to take up with 
the Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting. In don't know what their policy is 
and what they have thought over it. We 
would like to know the steps that you have 
taken and the response that you have got 
from this Ministry J to prevent this media 
which is going to be dangerous especially 
for our srowing children. 

A lot has been mentioned aboat the 
language policy. This is very controversial. 
I don't want to go into the details. I feel 
tbat there are so many other things besides 
language for us to look forward. But, I 
don't want Hindi to be thrust upon the 
students. As it is, you are awre of the fact 
that students in Andhra and even in Tamil 
Nadu-a State which was so vociferous 
against Hindi-are learning Hindi today. 
Many of us-thought no fiuent-understand 
Hindi and speak Hindi, Sir, out of necessity. 
students are definitely learning Hindi. This 
formula is there in all the States. I don't 
think there is any need to go on harping 
on this thing again and again .. 

But one thing I would like to mention. 
Unfortunately many Members of this House 
have said that English is a foreign language. 
The main opposition to English is just be-
cause English is foreign language. Now, 
Sir, English is a language which is spoken 
by the Anglo Indians of our country. You 
have given them membership in tbe House. 
You have nominated tbem to be here be-
cause you consider tbem as Indians. That 
is the thing. How can you use English as 
the foreign language? 

SHRI P.V. NARASIMHA RAO: You 
have indianised it sufficiently. 

SHRl V. KISHORE CHANDRA S. 
DEO: What is wrong? Even Urdu and 
Hindi have come from abroad. Only 
intrinsic languages are the Dravidian langua-
ges. So, I don·t think we should make 
much noise about tha t and tbere is nothinl 
that we lose by using English. I only 
request that during the reply, you mention 
your views regarding the aspect$ wbicb 1 
IJavc spcciftca.lly rqention~, 

[Translation] 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION AND 
CULTURE (SHRIMATI SUSHI LA 
ROHTAGI) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, attention 
of the entire world today is concentrated 
on the subject we are discussing in tbis 
House. India is the biggest democracy 
of the world and tbe people are thinking 
as to what is the new Education Policy 
that India has formulated and how that 
will be implemented so that this country 
wbich has been laaging far behind in literacy, 
gets a place of respect in tbe world. 

I would like to submit before the bon. 
Members of the House that Education is 
not a subject wblch may relate only to 
one State; it relates to the entire country. 
Therefore, we should view it with a national 
approach; that will be proper for us. We 
come here from every corner, every region 
and every district of the country wherein 
different languages are spoken. If we move 
with the approach that we should prepare 
the best policy which could be implemented 
at tbe earliest and within the stipulated 
time, that wiU be good for all of us. We 
all want that all the backward areas which 
are lacking in resources should be brought 
at equal level and education should be 
propagated so that the light of edtJcation 
may dispel darkness and conservatism 
in their life. The misgivings among us 
because of which we are unable to under-
stand each other may be removed and we 
may march forward by stringing together 
all the citizens of India into the rosary of 
goodwill. It is possible that when the hon. 
Prime Minister changed the name of this 
Ministry into tbe Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, be might have 
tbought about the meaning of this term. 
We they poor or rich-rather I am of the 
opinion that the poor have more strength 
to sharpen their art but as they do not 
get the opportunity, they!remained deprived-
we want that everyone should get equal 
opportunity to show his art, his inner 
strength. courage, capacity and efficiency. 
If this is not delayed, a new light will 
kindle in every one·s beart and be will 
march forward towards a Dew direction 
with new courage and energy. 

Our culture is the oldest in the world. 
People c.rn~ ~q4 went, ~o1;Jqtrle, ~mer,ed 
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and sank but our 5 thousand years old civili-
sation remained intact. It is the speciality of 
tbe Indian culture that there is unity in 
diversity in it and this is the force which 
is taking us forward. We were attacked 
many times here attack does not mean 
physical attacks, here it means attacks 
on our culture because attacks are of many 
kind-because of which our culture was 
fading. Today we have to create equal 
opportunities by testing all those values 
like gold, by making tbe old values more 
brightening and by adjusting them with 
science and technology so that our people 
in villages, cities and in every nook and 
corner of the country may draw full 
benefit of them. If a part of our body 
gets amicted with some disease, the whole 
body becomes sick. Therefore, we should 
pay equal attention to aU parts of our 
country. If because of some reason there 
is any deficiency somewhere we should 
have a wide perspective and through 
education we should remove that deficiency. 
Today we have got an opportunity to do 
that. 

Sir, after assuming office. the hone 
Prime Minister had, in his first speech, 
announced that we want to formulate a 
new Education Policy for the entire 
country. 

The new Education Policy which we 
want to formulate should provide to an 
equal opportunity-an opportunity to 
sharpen one's capabilities lying latent and 
with that sharpened talent, to spread light 
in all directions. 

What is needed today? I come from 
Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh. You all are 
very well aware that even in the fully 
developed places there are areas where 
poverty and ignorance exist. Being from 
Kanpur, I have seen every inch of it and 
I would like to say that there are skyscrapers 
there but at their feet jhuggi-jhonpris are 
also there. The children are born there. 
They do not get anything. A small girl 
looks on helplessly. So do the other chiJdren. 
In the scorching sun of 'Jyeshta' she has 
to put up with many things. She remains 
in the hut and just heaves a sigh of agony. 
If she is given the same opportunity. she 
too can do something. I would say that 
1irst tl~r qlotller sbould ,et a Cb"DC~. 

During pregnancy if the chiJd is provided 
with vitamins through the mother, the 
child can be saved from becoming handicap 
for the whole of life. By giving vitamin-
A to the mother, the eyesight of the child 
can be saved. This education should be 
given during mother's pregnancy. When 
the child is born, he remains deprived of 
these things. From that time onward, be 
should get all these things. Later on as 
be grows, be should get the opportunity 
to go to achool but he should not be 
burdened with a heap of books. Nowadays 
we see that the public school-going children 
bave to carry such a heavy satcbel even 
at the tender age of 7 to 10 that not 
only tbe student feels shy, even the viewers 
also fee) shy to see such a heavY burden 
on his sboulders. What win tbat poor 
chap study? The naughtiness which should 
have been there in his eyes at this age is 
buried under that burden. What right do we 

have to deprive him of the time tbat be should 
have spent in playing and burden him so 
much? We have thought over it very 
deeply and would also like to know your 
views in this regard so that the child is 
not deprived of his childhood. Later on, 
we should impart knowledge to him 
according to his stage of growth; we should 
teach bim science and also moral values. 
We have referred to moral values in our 
policy and we are tryin& to find out, with 
your cooperation, the shortcomings in it. 
In life, there com~s a time when one has 
to find the path oneself. At that time our 
culture stands us in good stead but it 
is also waning these days. Therefore, we 
have to revive those values. We have to 
function and adopt an approach to life 
according to those values. We must bave 
mutual understanding, respect and tolera-
tion and live together in amity. 

Toda, an atmosphere of fear and 
violence is prevailing around us. Love and 
peace is disappearing from the society. We 
have to root out these evils and have to 
enter into an era of new technology. 
Besides, we have also to preserve our old 
values and rich heritaae. For this purpose. 
we bave to adopt a middle path between 
the two so that we may live peaccfulJy 
as we have been living for the last 5000 
years. We have to take al1 these things 
into consideration. 

l would say tbat a greater res_'onaibiljt)' 
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estimate by 2000 AD the number of illite
rates will be over 50 crores. This is a frigh
tening situation indeed. I would remind the 
Government, that we have to fulfil the obliga-
tions of providing free and compulsory ele
dlentary education for children upto the age 
of 14. The ·new policy gives great impor
tance to non-formal education as wen as 
adult education. Similarly the Government 
has also said that great attention will be paid 
to the problem of drop out of children from 
schools. I welcome the announcement 
that all children upto the age of 14 wilJ be 
provided free and compulsory education by 
1995. This problem is very acute in many 

of the northern States. Therefore, the Govern
ment should concentrate its efforts in those 
regions. 

The education policy mentions about 
Navodaya schools for provining quality edu
cation to talented children. This is a new 
step and I welcome it. This signifies the 
beginning of a process for ensuring quality 
education in all schools in the country. In 
this context I would request the Government 
to set up such schools in all districts. 

The policy document says that Govern
ment will pay proper attention to higher edu
cation. There are 150 universities and over 
5000 colleges in the country. Therefore this 
sector occupies a place of great importance. A 
major problem being faced by this sector is 
mushrooming of educational institutions due 
to political or other reasons. There are so 
many colleges which do not have qualified 
and competent teachers or well equipped 
libraries or laboratories. It is these institu
tions which bring down the standard of 
education. Recognising this truth the policy 
document says that emphasis will be laid on 
improvin& the facilities in the existing educa
tional institutions rather than increasing the 
number of such institutions. Similarly, the 
polic;:y document says that more and more 
autonomous colleges will be established and 
present system of affiliation will be replaced 
by a new kind of relationship between the 
universities and colleges. 

I welcome this decision. However, I 
want to sound a note of caution. The 
Government must eusure that the standard of 
examination or instructions given by such 
ioatitutions do not fall. 

The policy document says that the pre
sent examination system will be changed and 
a new system will be introduced aimed at 

, achieving a total assessment of the persona
lity of the children. The present system lays 
too much stress on memorisation and there
fore is not a proper system. It is a measure 
of the clear perspective the Government has 
about this vital aspect of education. I want 
this reform to be introduced as quickly as 
possible. 

It is proposed to set up the Indian edu
cation service in order to promote a 
national perspective at all levels of education. 
This is quite welcome. However, the docu
ment does not spell out in detail the various 
aspects of this service. I hope the hon. 
Minister will deal with it while he replies to 
the debate. 

Fioally the most important problem 
being faced by the educational sector is Jack 
of resources. The policy of 1968 had envi
saged a spending of at least 6% of the natio
nal income on education in a phased 
manner. But we have not been able to spend 
even 3%. We could not make much progress 
in education because of constraints of 
finance. In this contexr I want to tell the 
House that Kerala is spending 40% of its 
budgetary alJocation on education. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conc1ude Mr. 
Vijayaraghavan. 

SHRI V. S. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, 
give me just one more minute. I want to 
say that Kerala should be taken as a model 
in this respect and more money should be 
provided for educatic,n. 

Sir, the future of the country lies in the 
children. If you want to make India•s future 
bright there must be an all round develop
ment of personality of the child. The Govern
ment bas formulated the policy on education 
whose aim is the total development of the 
persona1ity of our children. I once again 
support this policy and conclude. 

[English] 

PROF. P.J. KURIEN (Idukki) : Sir, J 
am very g(ad to weJc9me this Draft National 
Policy on Education presented to the 
Parliament by the hon. Minister. At tho 
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in the country. These languages preserve 
our culture and we are identified by them. 
Our centuries-old culture is passed on to 
the coming generations through these 
languages. There is need to encourage the 
mother-tongues of people. All emphasis is 
being laid on English and Hindi. Govern
ment is not putting in the needed efforts 
and is not taking due interest in promoting 
mother tongues. I want that Hindi should 
be the national language of this country. 
We need English also for the purpose of 
science and technology and for international 
communication. That is why English 
cannot be ignored. But besides it, the 
mother-tongues should be preserved. We 
will have to study four languages in our 
States, nemely, English, Hindi, Urdu and 
Kashmiri. When a student is under the 
pressure of four languages then what can be 
achieve. 

SHRIBHANU PRATAP SHARMA: 
Include Dogri also. 

\ 

SHRI ABDUL RASHID KABULI : 
Dogri is spoken in one zone and I am 
talking of Kashmir where Kashmiri is 
spoken. Urdu is also spoken because it is 
the official language. English too is used 
because it is the national language and 
Hindi is used because it is offi�ial language. 
Then Kashmiri is ou_r mother tongue. It is 
our misfortune that we are studying 
English, Hindi and Urdu but no attention 
is being paid to Kashmiri language and we 
are doing nothing for its development. 
The Government should pay attention to it. 
The Urdu language is spoken in U.P., 
Bibar, Madhya Pradesh and Delhi but it is 
not our official language. Urdu is a link 
language in Kashmir. Urdu is not getting 
its due place in U .P., Bihar and Delhi. 
Complaints to this effect are pouring in. 

. Crores of people · speak Urdu. It is their 
Indian culture and it is a language of India 
and not of Pakistan. Unless Government 
recognises it, it canaot be developed. Hindi 
is our national language and we have to 
carry it forward but the states where crores 
of people speak Urdu cannot be ignored. 
If we do so. we shall be doing great 
injustice to those states. Urdu and Hindi 
are called sister languages. The injustice 
being done to Urdu should stop. This 
leads to tension and incr�!l$e pf. irriJation 
zom,s iq our CO\lDtry, 

In the end, I wish to state that it is our 
misfortune that we cannot improve upon 
our education policy so long as these 
private institutions are in existence. Our 
bureaucrats have been educated in an 
English atmosphere. People who are well
off send their children to English medium 
institutions and when they come out, they 
speak very good English. But lakhs of 
children study in Government schools. 

SHRIMATI SUSHILA ROHTAOI 
Will you support Navodaya ? 

SHRI ABDUL RASHID KABULI : 
Ttiis is injustice and we want justice in this 
country. In the competitive examinations 
held by public service commission, the 
students knowing Hindi or other regional 
languages, however knowledgeable and 
intelligent they may be, lag behind while 
the students educated in English-medium 
private schools and with better knowledge 
of English do better and succeed because 
their parents have spent a lot of money on 
their education and they are in a position 
to get their children educated in English 
medium schools. That is precisely the 
reason why those children attain high 
positions in these competitive examinations 
while the children of the poor people Jag 
behind. I want to know what type of 
justice and socialism is this. You should 
devise some method to remove this 
disparity in the country. 

In the end, I want to draw your 
attention to the history books. You should 
pay due attention to our literature and 
history. Unfortunately during the British 
rule history books had been written in our 
country with the intension of separating 
the Hindus and the Muslims. Misunder
standings were created about religion so 
as to devide the two communities. I 
regret that an such history books should 

. be revised and a composite culture of all 
religions be taught to history students in the 
whole of country so that people may have 
feelings of respect for one another and the 
Muslim children may learn about Hindu 
and other religions and Hindu children may 
learn about the Muslim culture. This will 
help them understand that though the 
people of different religions Jive in our 
country, they are one in spite of their 
aiffcreot trJditions and �ustoms. J requost 
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1cbeduled castes, scheduled tribes, handi- · 
capped and the adults but for some 
unknow reason, you have not paid atten
tion to the obligation of Constitution. I 
would like to draw your attention towards 
Section 340 of the Constitution. When 
Shri Arjun Singh became Chief Minister 
of Madhya , Pradesh, he categorised 
backward classes like most backward 
and backward classes but no mention 
has been made about them in 
the education policy. It is not understood 
as to how the backward classes have been 
left out. If a person who has sympathy 
with the backward classes becomes the Chief 
Minister in a state, a lot of confusion will 
be created. Therefore, I would like to 
demand, and probably Shri Yadav ji had 
also mentioned about it, that as per section 
340 of the Constitution, the backward 
classes should also be included in it. 

Besides this, I would like to say that 
your proposal to open schools based on 
Ashram System, particularly for the tribals 
and one centre in every district for the 
handicapped is indeed commendable. But 
Sir, I would request you to see the pace of 
development in education, We cannot say 
that the Macaulay pattern bas changed but 
the unemployment is increasing due to the 
policy we have adopted. 

Today in the morning, there was dis
cussion on Hindi in the House. I am 
pained to say that we adopted a policy 
making Hindi or the local language the 
medium of instructions. As such, an 
atmosphere in favour of Hindi was created 
in Uttar Pradesh and people started study
ing Hindi. Now the situation there is such 
that students of Hindi have become D. Lit. 
and D. Phil. but even ttien they are not 
getting clearical jobs. Therefore, the 
Government should adopt such an education 
policy as may help people in getting em
ployment. The three-language formula may 
be implemented and the national language 
should be developed. You wm have to 
take concrete steps for its development. 
If you want to establish national integration 
and want to bring a sense of unity and 
amity in the country, at least one language 
out of the national languages enshrinftd in 
the Constitution should be taught in one 
state or another. This will create cordi· 
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ality among the people. We should alse 
respect the sentiments voiced against the 
imposition of a !anguage on unwiJiiog 
people. It· is undemocratic to impose any 
language on any one. Unless the people 
are prepared to learn it, it should not be 
thrust upon them. But we should not 
slacken our efforts to prepare them to 
learn the national language. 

Sir, a lot of hue and cry is raised 
that injustice is being done to Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. On the one 
hand, the people belonging to scheduled 
castes and scheduled tribes have to suffer 
violence and outrage in the country and on 
the other hand, they are deprived of the 
facilities. I would like to say that what
ever announcement is made, it should be 
fulfilJed. It is true that our Constitution 
provides right of equality but unless they 
have the capacity to utilise this right and 
means are available to achieve it, it is 
certain that their lot cannot be improved. 
As just now one of our colleagues said, 
if we want that there should be no IAS 
and PCS and the education should be 
propagated in the far-flung areas, a uniform 
educational policy should be adopted for 
the whole country and there should be 
uniform programme and curriculum 
whether it is primary education or secondary 
education or senior secondary education. 
There should be uniform standard of 
education in the whole country. The con
cept of public school runs counter to this 
policy. The students passing out from 
public schools develop a sense of bureau-
cracy and feudalism. We do not subs-
cribe to this feeling. This is why the son 
of an IAS officer also become an IAS 
officer. Sir, now there is no British rule 
in the country where the son of a Col1ector 
used to become Collector. If we want to 
respect the democratic traditions and to take 
the · country forward in a constitutional 
manner taking all the people together, we 
will have to definitely adopt uniform 
educational policy. 

18.0D hrs. 

Recently, I visited South Korea. You 
will be surprised to know that the popula
tion of this country is 3.80 crorcs. They 
have imparted such education in 10 years 
that now there is no unemployment there. 
But we could not evolve such an cc:lucatioo 
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reason, for more equitable distribution there 
should be - at least one Central University in 
each State. This will be a model for other 
State Universities to follow. At the school 
level also establishment of such model 
schools on a wider basis will achieve similar 
objective. 

Sir, we know that the Government will 
initiate appropriate funding programme. The 
economically backward areas are handi
capped for funds to accelerate the pro
grammes of lower as _ wen as higher 
education. The scope of mobilisation of 
additional resources in economically back
ward States is very limited and hence the 
Centre should come to their aid. One can 
think of levy of 'educational cess' by Central 
Government on industries and business so 
that a divisible pool of funds is available 
for education. AUocation to States from 
the pool can be made on the basis of 
educational backwardness. 

Sir. in our national perspective education 
is essentially for all. Sir, this policy bas 
stressed universalisation of primary education 
and literacy. But. Sir, this is the most 
important thing that the children should 
continue in schools and the high drop out 
rate should be tackled. You must emphasize 
on these two things because low school reten
tion and high drop out rate have neutralised 
educational expansion and development. 
Women's illiteracy and illiteracy of tribal 
children contribute a lot to this problem. This 
is the thing we have to think of and for this 
in this policy, provision of special support 
services, setting of time targets and effective 
monitoring have been suggested. Besides, 
employment and self-employment of 
educated women requires similar priority 
and this should be the basis for their 
education and this should be linked with 
productivity. V ocationalisation of education 
at the secondary school stage for women is 
extremely important. Sir, support services 
like ICDS also should be universalised and 
linked with primary education. High drop 
outs among the tribal children should be 
tackled as a special problem. Otherwise it 
will be a great problem. �or this also we 
should think of establishment of at least one 
residential school in every tribal pancbayat, 
as bas been done in Orissa. Removal of 
illiteracy among the adult illiterates is to be 
t�bieved �,�� t �P.�fdinated inyotvem�nt �f 

Government agencies, educational institu
tions and voluntary agencies on a mass 
scale. For this, area specific and occupation
specific teaching modules and separate 
carriculum for women need to be developed. 

Sir, vocationalisation of education at the 
appropriate stage is extremely important. 
Vocational education should upgrade skills 
for self employment and should fit into 
rural life situations. At the block level 
training institutes should be set up for rural 
life vocations. 

Sir, my last point is that there should be 
a synthesis between the formal system and 
also the tradition and culture of our country 
because if the Japanese have beautifully 
integrated western science and technology 
with their own social and cultural systems, 
there is no reason why we cannot do so. 

Sir, we are marching towards the 21st 
century. So, we should evolve a model 
system for our country. 

SHRI SYED MASUDAL HOSSAIN : 
Sir, hardly 20 Members from the Ruling 
Party are present in the House. This proves 
that this new education policy is not 
acceptable even to the Ruling Party. 

[Translation] 

SHRI ASLAM SHER KHAN (Betul) : 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I thank you for 
providing me an opportunity to express my 
views on the National Education Policy. 
being discussed in the House. I want or 
mention one or two points only. The · 
inclusion of games and physical education 
in it by the hon. Minister is commendable. 
You want to encourage games in the schools. 
But it does not appeal to me much because 
unless you make it compulsory for schools, 
due impotance cannot be given to

the games. The situation is that there are 
no grounds in schools for children to play 
and the necessary accessories are also not 
available there. Unless you make it a 
compulsory subject, these things cannot 
become available. As )'OU are going to 
frame a new Education Policy, it is high 
time that you make the sports a compulsory 
subject. 
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(English] 

SHRI. G.L. DOGRA (Udhampur) : 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this doc,ument 
which · bas been presented by our hon. 
Minister for Development of Human 
Resources is a very honest and very useful 
document. It is being discussed since this 
afternoon. 

Before giving my reaction, I would like 
to say that my colleague on the other side, 
Shri Abdul Rashid Kabuli said, Kashmiri 
and Dogri have been neglected. That point 
is not relevant here. This document has 
nothing to do with this. It is for the State 
Government to do and they are already 
looking after those languages. The medium 
of instruction at the elementary level has got 
to be mother tongue. But there is not one 
mother tongue in a region but there are 
hundred mother tongues. These undeveloped 
mQther tongues have to be developed. 
Otherwise, you cannot achieve what you 
want to achieve through this document. 
Under the circumstances every mother tongue 
bas to be developed. Dogri and K.ashmiri 
will also automatically get proper attention. 

He also said, Urdu is not given its pro
per place in other States. It is not only 
Urdu, even Hindi which is supposed to be 
the common languag\! of India is not being 
enforced. How can we enforce Urdu on 
the unwilling people in the States ? I am a 
lover of Urdu and I speak Urdu. But 
nobody can enforce Urdu or any other lang
uage for that matter on anybody else. A 
similar assurance is given with respect to 
Hindi. The same applies to Urdu and other 
languages also. Moreover, Urdu is not 
spoken everywhere. 

I would like to say that as far as the 
backward areas are concerned who will look 
after them you can give this document, you 
can give programme policy and philosophy 
and also financial resources to the State 
Government, but who wm give the will to 
State Government to imp]ement this pro
gramme. This cannot be imp]emented 
unless there is a strong determination. You 
announce good programmes but they are not 
implemented. For instance, the Prime 
Minister has said that all the girls in India 
will be given free education up to J 2th 
1;h1ss. �ut tllere are Jirls in Jodia, . speciaJJr

in. bilJy_ aad backward areas, eV;en in DlPSt 
of the rural areas who want. to get education 
up to 12th class but are denied the. QPP.Qrt
unu1es. The facilities are not .being �de 
available. Your annouqcerr.ents er.fats 
difficulties for us. This. document 1rigbtly 
says that the disparities are to be r:.eQ19'1ed. 
And if the disparities are not removed, we 
are not in a position to face the �pie. 
There are certain officers who think . that 
only the developed pockets of . this coyntry 
form India. But they ignore the peoP,le 
living in the neglected areas, backy.'ard · and 
hilly areas who are as much Indians as 
others. 

This is what I wanted to say. I co· 
operated with you. 

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU (Madras North) : 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, article 45 of the 
Constitution says : 

"The State shaJI endeavour to 
provide, within a period of ten years 
from the commencement of this Con.sti
tution, for free and compulsory educa
tion for all children until they complete 
the age of fourteen years." 

Again, in 1965, there was a revision of 
education policy. Once again, after 10 
years, in 1975, there was · another education 
policy. Now, again in 1985, this Govern
ment has come forward with another educa
tion policy. All these announcements are 
centering around the same policy. We are 
going to see the 40th anniversary .of in
dependence and the Congress Governm�nt 
is ruling the country aH these years. What 
is the position of our country in the .field 
of education ? The rate of il1iterates in 
the year 1947 was 30 crores. In 1951, it 
was 33 crores; in 1971, it was 37 cror�s; 
and in 1981, it was 43.7 crores. In .the 
year 2,000 .A.D., it is expected to .be ?0 
crores. Our Prime Minister .says tb�t J>e 
is going to jump into the 21st Century. Js 
he going to jump into the 21st century . \\'..itb 
50 crores of illiterates ? The Governm,e�t, 
instead of concentrating on the actual prl>
blems, bas a mania f�r announcing poJici�s. 
What is (he condition pf our scboo)s? 5�% 
of our primary schools are in thatched sl;l�ps. 
40% Qf tf:le primary schools . "re ,��O)lt 
bJack-boards. 33% : are withqut J:?�!l�•
and Jntts. 77%.are witbput .library fii�ilill�·,f 
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