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MR. CHAIRMAN: No ••• 

(Interruptitml) 

What is there ? I have called Mr. 
Virdbi Cban~er Jain. 

17.31 m. 
HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION 

Allocatloll of Fuo4s for exteDSioD of T • V • 
Network 

[TIYl~skzllo" ] 
SHR[ VIRDHI CHANDBR JAIN 

(Barmer) : Mr. Chairman. during the year 
1984-85, T.V. ~ntres were estabJisbed 
on war footing at important places. dis-
t.rict bead qUilrtcrS and important cities in 
tbe country ~d we bad expected that 
t V net work would spr.ad throughout 
In1i; a'1d lb" cntir ~ country woulj be 
covered during th~ Seventh Five Y~ar 

Plan 8D I not a single villege would be 
deprive t or tbe facility of Doordarshlo. 
But only an amount or Rs. 700 crores 
bay been provided in the S~ve'ltb Five 
Year Plan which is quite inadequate. , 
Accordinl to tbe reply whicb has been 
furnished in response to my question, 
bor1er areas of districts of Banner and 
J'ai~lmer would definitely be benefited, 
but tbe border- districts of Jodhpur, 
Oanganaaar and Binner will not be 
cOvered by it. I am very much pained to 
icC bow expansion programme of Door-
dars'bao Jtas i'oceived a setback in tbe 
Plan 1 want to lay .pecia~ e~pbasis on 
bord~r districts, becauSe these d istrictl are 
Dear the border of Pakistan and as a 
result T.V. Programmes of Pakistan can 
be vie~ on T.V. in tbe distr ~f 
Barmer. Ja_lmer. <;lanpnaaar _ and 
Bikaner. "t present ~pecial1y in ~ar
mer district ooly teD per copt of the 
pop~JaiiOn is able to rot the, benet:it of 
Doordarahan. In tbe districts of Jaiselmer, 
Gangaoagar, Jodhpur and Bikaner. ooly 
10 'per eont. 25 per ceot, 2Q per cellt aDd 
I S percent papulatioa NIJ)DClively baa 
been covered. whereas 70 perceat of popu-
lation in tbe remaiDiaa COUDtry has been 

covered by T.V. network. This situatioD 
in border ateas is deplorable. Barmer and 
JaiseJmor districts are beinl taken up dur-
ing the Seventh Plan. but I wan, tbat dis-
,ricts of Jodhpur~ Bikener Bod Ganga-
Dagar may also be included in tbis pro-

. gromme. I ailO want that all tbe divisio-
Bal beadquaners-Jaipur, Ajmer, Jodhpor, 
Kota and Udaipur -should be linked 
with the T.V. network. All the diyisio.nal 
headquarters in tbe' country sbould be 
linked with the high pow~r transmissioD. 
E tforts should be made to link district 
headquarters of tbe border area witb 
high power transmission as wen so . that 
all the districts in the border areas call 
avail of this facility. In this connection I 
would like to ask two questions. First, 
what is tbe capacity of the proposed higb 
power transmitter to be installed io Bar-
mer and Jaisalmer districts aod how 
much area and population will be cover-
ed by it and what will be its range? Will 
it be able to covor all the districts and 
cities? ,.- not, wbether one more high 
pONer trausmitter of ten kw. capacity 
will be installed to cover all the villeges 
and towns? Second, when win Doordar-
shan faci Ii ty be provided through the high 
power transmitter in Barmer and Jaisal-
mer districts? May I know whether there 
is any programme to provide facility of 
Doordarshan within one year by workiDI 
on· war footing? Will priority be given to 
border areas over other areas in the matt. 
er of providing T. V. facilities? The border 
areas are the sentinels of the country. Wft 
will have to raise tbe morale of the peo. 
ple living tbere and acquaint them with 
the progress of the country. The pro-
grammes or the Pakistani Television view-
ed on our border areas. Can we also Dot 
cover Pakistan's border areas so as to 
counter·tbeir propaganda? Win yoo in-
clude Jodhpur, Bibner and Ganganalat 
districts in the Seventh Five Y car PlaD SO 
as to provide the f-atilil7 of Doordaribu 
to tbe people? Will the Central Govern-
ment make provision of Ra. IS00 crores 
in place of RI. 700 crores 10 as to pro-
vide tbe facility of Door4anDan to all the 
districtS aDd tbe divisional headquarterS' 

Belidea. 1 would lib to mow tile per-
cootaae of tbo population .... well 81 tb. 
area lbat is beiDI covered by the Door-
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darsban networt in Rajastbaa' and' what 
percentago of tbe population wilt be cov-
ered by it ia-·tbe Seventb Five. Year Plan'l 

Deordarsban is an jlnportant mcditurt 
of education a. well as rcCrcation~ Tbel'Ott 
forc, it is essential to _expand ·it.· In tbo 
Indira Gandhi University, ostablished by 
the O·ovorameat. cducatiQI1_ sbould be 
impatled tbroulb' Doordarsban. Killdi, 
elucidate 'your policy in tbis respect. 

[E'WII6h] 
THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BRODCASTING (SJ-IRI V. N. GAD-
GIL) : Before I reply to the specfic points 
raised by the ho 1. Member, I would like 
to give a general picture of Doordarshan 
and give certain information in a general 
way. 

As I stated earlier, we have three types 
lof transmitters. One is, what is called, 
ow-powered transmitter. It is of one 
hundred watts. Its normal range is ab-
out twentyfive to thirty Kilometres. 
Then another is one kilo-watt high-powe-
red transmitter.' Its range is about 60 
kilomitters. The third one is ten kilo-
watt high-powered transmitter whose nor-
mal range is about 120 kilomitters. Du· 
rillg the Sixth Plan certain amout was 
sactioned and certain projections were 
made. As the House is' aware, under the 
direction of our late Prime Minister, a 
special plan was made and in 1984 we 
achieved something unique which no other 
country has achieved. 116 transmitters 
all over India-one per day-were' com-
issioned. The· whole country will appre-
ciate the effort of our administrators and 
our ingineers who are mainly responsible 
for this achielement. 

Naturalty the expectations have increa.,. 
sed, RGW. And everywhere you, ·go, -PCO" 
pie· ask for ,TV' which! is 'fair-eaough. 
Now the .picture ·that·emerg~ is-this: Af ... 
tec'the completion of the Sixth Plan prQ-, 
jects -still some are under implementa-
tion-roughly speatina,.- seventy. per cent 
of the popWlatioD ··will 'be covered .. 

The . Planning, Commission has sane-
ti(Hiod R.s~ 7 (to craras fOrI: Doo!" Darsban 

as such, which includes.~ net' oo1y eJtpaIJ-
siom. in the sence of ~mOJo tiaamitters, _ 
also studio equipment; repjacaaeDts Md 
all tile rest of it. 

I shall presently give the figures of'Jiow 
much money will be available fbI- expan-
sion of transmitters proper. 

So, the total amount is Rs. 7 (1) crores 
We had asked for much' more. Sut the 
Planning Commision has sactioned Rs. 
700 crores because, in the. scheme of 
things, other things like Power,. Irriga-
tion and so on get hig4er priority, Natu-
rany we did not get as much as we expev-
ted or as we asked fOf. 

Now, what are the criteria -wllich, .. we 
have applied ? The criteria which we have 
applied are these. The first one is popu-
lation. Because, the - whole object of 
TV is to. reach the maximum number of 
people. It is obvious therefore that it 
will not be correct to. hav.e· transmitters 
in areas where the population is very lit,. 
tIe. The second consideration which. we 
are now giving--and whlch earlier also 
to some extent we were giwns-:--is re-
garding boarder areas. I shall. presently 
give you the figure of how.much we have 
done in this regard. But the main crito-
rion--and I am sure the House wiD 
agree with me--should be P9Pulation. 
If the signal is available and" th~ ,is no-
body to receive, it is no putting ... up a 
transmitter there. Even today when we 
say that seventy per cent of the pop\lla-
tion will be covered when an' the Sixth 
Plan projects are completed, it means that 
signal is available for seventy per cent of 
the population. So, what is requirOO' is 
adequate number of sets. On a rougb 
calculation there are about SO '1akhS . of 
TV sets' in India today. If you take tIte 
average of 1 0 viewers per set and . alSb 
make allowance for the fact that some 
are not registered. witll' P&T! Depart-
ment, then, roughly' speaking. abOut 
700 crores ot J)eople today watch TV or 
can watch TV.' For them signal is avai-
lable. 70 "per' ·cent. means' 54 crores: 
But there are not enough number of sets. 
And, with *d ' production of' 2(1 ,'la1diS of 
sets per year whidr expec&etl, 1 in tbc nat 
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five year the people who will be actually 
able to see TV win increase. But the 
signal-I repeat it-is today available 
for 6S per cent. But when all the re-
maining Sixth Plan projects are comple-
ted, it win increase to about seventy per 
cent, of the popuIlation. 

Now, with regard to the Border Areas, 
we have taken cars to cover as much Bor-
der areas as possible. there are places 
like Amritsar and Bhatinda. Jammu and 
Pooch wi11 be coming up shortly and 
Dwarka is there in the Sixth Plan itself. 
'So, it is not as if border areas are igno-
red It is not so. there, we have applied 
this test thut, along with popullation, the 
fact that it is a border area, must get 
consideration. 

. Now, with regard to the present posi-
tion, there are 174 Transmitters which 
are in operation today. Out of which, 
42 are high power transmitters-whether 
one k.w. or 10 t.W. Then, 132 are 
low power transmitters. Coverage today, 
~ 1 said, is 65% of the population. 
Some are under implementation in the 
Sixth Plan. When they are implemented 
there will be 191 transmitters coveri~ 
a population of 70%. By the end of the 
Seventh Plan, with the amount that 
is sanctioned to us, the total number 
of transmeters will increase to 372 
and 80% of the population will be 
covered • 

Now, I will come to Rajasthan pro-
per. Now the hone Member has men .. 
tioned six places. First fact that is re-
quired to be stated is, Barmer, 1aisaJmer 
Kota, 10dhpur, Rikaner and Ganga~ 
nagar-aU of them-have today low 
power transmitters. So, it is not 
as it is an uncovered area. They 
have low power transmitters. As 

far as the first three places are con-
cerned, namely Banner, .laisalmer and 
)(ota, to k.rn. high power transmitters 
~il1 come in the Seventh Plan. They 
are proposed in the Seventh Plan. 

, I "ould like to point out to ,the hone 
Member that Rajasthan is the only State, 

exception is Madhya Pradesh, which 
win have three high power transmitters 
of 10 k. w. in the Seventh Plan. So we , 
have shown consideration for Rajasthan 
for the simple reason that the lowest 
coverage in India today population-wise 
are Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. 
Therefore, we have decided to show 
certain considerations to Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan. The figures for Madhya 
Pradesh, I do not have just now. But, 
for Rajasthan, we have decided to ~ive 
three high power transmitters and a 
number of low power transmitters in the 
Seventh Plan. Actually, today, there is 
only one high power transmitter, i.e. in 
1aiour. There are 12 low power transmit-
ters in Rajasthan today. It will get 13 more 
low power transmitters in the Seventh 
Plan. So, you will have for Rajasthan, 
3 high power transmitters, i.e. 10 k.w. 
and 13 low power transmitters. With 
the result, the coverage populationwise 
will increase in Rajasthan from 43.8% 
which is. the present figure to 62.3%. 
There win be nearly 20% increase in 
coverage. That is the consideration we 
have shown to Rajasthan. 

Then, I would like to point out-I am 
not making a debating point-one thing. 
The population that win be covered by 
the high-power transmitters which we are 
proposing in the Seventh Plan -Jaisalmer 
and Barmer-will be like this. In 
Barmer, the population that will be 
covered win be 20.59 Iakhs and Jaisalmer, 
it will be 3.71 Iakhs. The area covered 
in both the cases will be roughly 40,000 
sq~ kms. Madam-Cnairperson, the point 
that I want to make is, see the consi-
deration we have shown because it is a 
border area. Each high power trans-
mitter costs about Rs .. 4 crores. Now, 
for a pooulation of Jess than 4 lakhs, we 
are going to spend Rs. 4 crOres. 
1aisalmer population that will be cover-
ed win be 3.7 lakl-ts. Even then, we 
are proposing a. project sefing Rs. 4 
crores. 

SHRI A. CHARLES (Trivandrum): 
Why are you spending so much amount? 

SHRI V.N. GADGIL:' It is be-
cause, it is a border area. That is why'" 
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this considerati on is being shown. If 
you strictly apply the cost-benefit ratio, 
on pure economic grounds, it is not justi-
fied. For a population of 3.7 lakhs, to 
spend Rs. 4 crores, on any economic 
criteria, the cost-benefit ratio, may not 
be justified. But because it is a 
border area, we are proposing the 
high power . fransmftter in laisalmer. 
Same is the case with Barmer. If they 
were placed in a thickly populated area, 
we would have covered 50 lakhs Or 60 
lakhs or 70 lakhs of people. But because 
it is a border area, this is the considera-
tion shown. 

Now, again we are not ignoring bor-
der area generaJJy in the Seventh Plan. 
Apart from Jaisalmer, Banner Bhuj, 
Dwarka and Rameswaram, we are pro-

. posing 46 low .. power transmitters in all 
the North-East, because there also, the 
same complaint we received that signals 
from Bangladesh TV are received and 
our TV does not reach. That is why 
we are proposing as many as 46 low-
power transmitters in the North-East. 

Then, another thing I must ten the 
House; another consideration we have 
shown is, when a high-power transmitter 
is put anywhere, norml I height is t 10 
metres. So, the range is 120 KM. But 
in the case of JaisaImer and Barmer, 
we are proposing a tower of 300 metres, 
RCC Or steel, "experts will decide, so 
that the range will be 140 KM of the 
high-power, not 120 additional. For 
t'·at. we are also sanctioning a tower of 
300 metres. 

It is true that coverage-wise, as hon. 
Member pointed out area .. wise - I would 
like to tell the figures area-wise also, if 
you want-today 9% area of Jodhpur 
district is covered. By th~ Seventh PJan, 
it will increase to 30%. Bikaner, from 
7 O{, it will remain the same. Ganga-
nagar, from 36, it wiU remain the same. 
But population coverage will increase. 
Hf)wever, the area will remain the same 
because it will be augmented from 100 
watts to 10 K.W. I would also like to 
.,oint out the reason w"y, because that 
is one of tile poiata the hon. Member 

has raised in his explanatory note, for 
Ganga nagar , we are not doing. We 
have Amritsar, Bhatinda and-so on and 
if we put a high .. power transmitter, it 
will be duplication. Second signal win 
go to Punjab and the signal will be 
wasted. It win go to the same popula-
tion. Therefore, Ganganagar we do not 
propose to take. 

With regard to Jodhpur, in our view, 
it is not strictly a border area, in the 
sense it is quite away from border. 

Bikaner also, as I have pointed out 
is not strictly very neat the border and 
we have to consider cos t benefit ratio 
when it is a way from border. That" is 
the test we have applied to all parts of 
India and, as I said, for Ganganagar, 
there will be overlapping. 

Lastly, in his note he has, said 10% of 
the population is covered. That is true. I 
do not deny that today only 10% of the 
population is covered. But as I said, 
with the Seventh Plan it will in-
crease. The area will increase. The 
population will increase and the range 
win increase. It win be J 40 KM 
as compared to, say, any other hillh-
power transmitter in India where it is 
only 120 KW. We have shown c nsi-
deration for border areas. Within the 
constraint of resources. with Rs. 700 
crores, out of which, apart from studio 
and other things, for only TV trans-
mitter expansion we propose to spend 
Rs. 107 crores, out of which highest 
win come to two States, Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan, because we agree that 
comoared to national average, the cover-
age in these two States is very mueb Jess. 
That is the attempt we are making, to 
be fair to aU and to show consideration. 

{Trans lat fn1J] 
SHRI HARISH RAW AT (AIrnora) 

t Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to 
convey my thanks to. the hon. Minister 
for his efforts in providing Rs. 700 
crores for the expansion of Doordarshan " 
network. Shri Virdhi Chander Jain did 
not get an opportunity to cc;>n\'ey his 
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[Shri Harish Rawat] 
thanks. I w~'",ld like to extend my thanks 
to the hon. M;~njster on his behalf also. 
While doing so, there are some doubts 
in my mind which I would like to place 
before you. You ha~e, said that all the 
border areas are being .covered and high 
power transmi tters have been set up the.l c. 
No. one can object to it. fhis is a matter 
of pleasure. These transmitters have 
been installed in the western border 
because T.V. signals froIr1 Pakistan are 
received there. Similarly, such trans-
mitters have been installed in North-East 
section also because T.V. signals from 
BangIa Desh are received there. May 
the peop:e of hill Jr~a of Uttlr PraJcsh and 
Himacnal Prades hpray to God t .. .tat 
C tina may get the inspiration to instal 
a high power transmitter in the border 
area of Tribet, par.icJlarly where the 
border is adjoining India, So, t!1at our 
gover!lnl!L1t may t~ink of expansi0n of 
rioorj~lr~han 'in the hill areas of Hi-
machal Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh ill 
'he same way as it is thinking 
in the case of border areas of. 
north-e.lstern areas and in the areas 
of t lC western borders. It is proposed to 
pr )vije facility of Doordarshan to about 
80 per cent popUlation of the cout1try 
by the end of this Plan and out of the 
six districts of hill areas of Uttar 
Pradesh, 95 per cent popu1ation, may be 
cent per cent, of Nainital and DeIua 
Dun will be covered. I know the number 
of transmitters being instal:ed in the six 
hin districts of Uttar' Pradesh, whicb 
was conveyed to me in reply to my 
question. But even then only 32 pet: 
cent popuJation hill be covered. AIld 
J 0 per cent population out of this 32 
per cent pOpulation win Dot be able to . 
view programmes on T.V. due to weak 
signal or the picture will be very dim. 
I would like to request on bellalf of the. 
peopJe of that region that priority to 
these areas should be given in. the sa~e, 
way as has, been ,given to. the· areas of 
north-east and WeStern border. The' hi11 
areas or uua~ Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh 
and~Jammu and Kashmir, 'which are on 
the boJ4~r~. s~qu"~ _" al"! ,be . ~orded 
priority in, the sa,me. way, Otherwise 
the people living there will feel neglected. 
I have heard you praiSing the Himalayas 

(H.A.H.' Dis.) 
and the Ganga, which originate Irom, the 
Himalayas. You are much impressod by 
the Himalayas from where the river.s 
ganga and Yamuna originate. If some-
thing is done for the people living, there 
then they will be grateful ,to you.... ' 

(I,.terruption8) 

[£",lIs111 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. 

There are two mor.e Members wh~ have 
to ask qu~tions. 

SHRI HARISH RAWAT : I will 
finish in two minutes, Madam. If you 
want, I will include Karnataka hills also. 

[Translatio" ] 
I would like to know whether same cri-

terion will be adopted for all the borders 
areas. Will the hill areas of Uttar 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and 
Kashmir also be covered in the Seventh 
Plan ,lS is being done in the case of 
north-east and western border. There 
are tribal areas in our region. Forty per 
cent tribal population lives in hill areas 
]ike Munsiari, Dharchula and loshimath 
of Uttar Pradesh. In your policy 
statement you have stated that priority 
win be given to the tribal area. TheSe 
are the areas where even low power 
transmitters are not being installed. I 
would like to know whether low power 
transmitter would be instalJed in such areas 
where' tribal population .exceeds 3 () per 
cent of the population. 

18.00 In. 

My third question is that by the end 
of this Plan, 30 per cent population in 
Almora and Pithoragarh will not 
be covered under Doordarshan. Taking 
into consideration the problem of 
the peopl~ there, whether low power 
transmitters will be set up in Idibat, 
~ri!¥lg, ~a~!twar~ ~uDsiari, DbarchuJa 
and Manda or not 1 . " 

fEnf/lsh] , 

SHRI- R.P. DAS (KriaQnagar): Madam~ 
the . Millistcr has t~d us the amount 
that ,has been .pent on the TV Inc~ork., 
in the Sistb . Plan and the." amDQP~ 
that. will . be.; s~~t, in." thp, ~ell.~· 



313 Allocation 0/ Flltlds . AGRAHAYANA 20. 1907 (SAKA) 
fo1' .xtetlslon of 

T. Y. Network 
(R.A.H. Du.) 

314 

Plan. Madam, I am not much concer-
ned about the money spent on the 
TV network. I am rather concerned 
about the TV programmes and how it 
reaches the people. The TV programme 
has already come under heavy criticism 
all Qver the country. . 

Although TV is very much popular 
. among the TVl, viewers, it is not because 
of the programme of the TV, but because 
of, its unique audio visual appeal to the 
viewers. Therefore, we have to consider 
as to how the national programme and 
the news coverage has been shown in the 
TV. 

If you take the case of national pro-
gramme, the serials of Hum Log and 
Yeh Jo Rai Jindagi, you will be surprised 
to find that these serials are very poor 
in its planning and it has, therefore in 
the meantime become drab, colourless, 
common place and hackneyed. If you 
take the case of news coverage you will 
find the coverage of Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
all the way. The Doordarshan has 
become a Rajiv Darshan. People are so 
much annoyed and indignant about the 
Rajiv Darshan. 

I would like, in this connection, to 
refer to one editorial appearing in the 
Deccan Herald dated 9th December. It 
reads : 

"Was it Doordharshan's intention to 
cover all the three generations ? 
One cannot help sympathising 
with this outburst. People have 
paid good money for living-room 
entertainment; and naturally feel 
indigna.nt if they are forced to 
see "Chacha Nehru", , 'Priyadh-
arshini Indu" and' 'Our beloved 
Prime Minister, all in one night, 
that too .• , 

Apart from the costs in-
volved, it is not fair or proper 
that 1 32 TV transmitters should 
beam this image-building stuff to 
audiences who have little or no 
choice in the matter , .. " 

Therefore, In view of this, I would 
like to put s.)mc questions to the Minister 

whether the National Programme in its 
entirety be. recast and the National 
Programme would really be National in 
character? When will West Bengal have 
its oWn primary service originating in the 
State and also in the language of the 
State? Whether the second channel 
will be available before the end of this 
year? Whether it is a fact that National 
Programme particularly. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Why don't you 
put questions? Why are you reading ? 

SHRI R.P. DAS: Particularly the 
Programmes in Hindi have faced some 
serious challenge at several stations of 
the South? If so, whether it is because 
of the fact that the Doordarshan has 
turned into a Hindi Pracharini Sabha in 
the name of national integration ; and 
if not, the reasons thereof. 

Till the primary service is available to 
all the States, will the regional pro-
gramme find its proper place in the national 
programme for a considerable length of 
time in the evening ? 

These are the questions I want to ask 
the hon Minister. 

(Tra" fiation] 
SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA (Pali) : 

Madam Chairman, I would like to say to 
tbe hone Minister througb you that just as 
you had created records in the Fourth Plan , 
you should keep it up in the follewing 
years also It is not understood how a 
department shows good performance in 
the bcgining and tben sluggishness sets in 
The level of the performance should 
always remain the same. 

Madam, there is a saying-Where 
there is a will, tbere is a way. The hoo. 
Minister has the win as well as the 
tltrength. I would, therefore, like to blow 
when a transmitter will be installed in 
Pali, which was visited by our Prime 
Minbter and which is a big city. The 
population of the district js 1 S Jakhs and 

. it is the biggest district. I would lite to 
know the specific date ~heD this trans-
mitter will be installed there and whether 
this transmitter wiIJ be of Jow power or 
higb power? 
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[English] 
THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THB 

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ANI) 
BROADCASTING (SHRI V.N. GAD-
GIL) : I do not wish to be technical but 
tbe notice is given under Rule S S which 
says 4answers to wbich need elucidation 
on matters of facts'. Therefore, I shall 
confine myself to statement of facts. 

As rar as my young friend there is 
concerned .. I too would like to thank Mr. 
Virdhi Chandra Jain for raising this 
question and giving me an opportunity to 
explain what we are doing and what we 
propose to do in future. One more 
tbing I would like to clarify is: that 
altbough I do Dot contest tbat signal from 
Pakistan or from other countries is com-
ing, sometimes it is a bit oxaggerated. If 
my YOUDg friend comes to me, 1 will 
show bim a map and that map indicates 
where signals from other countries are 
received from and it is not such a very 
large area as it is made out. 

Now tbe question is asked-when will 
the transmitters be available and when will 
they be commissioned? There Bre twO 
units-the Bbarat Electronics and the 
Gujarat Electronics .Corporation. These 
are the two public sector undertakings 
which manufacture these transmitters. 
Now they have told us that tbe minimum 
lead time from tbe date the order is 
placed with them is between 18 to 24 
months. . So we can start commissioniog 
only after the transmitters are available 
to us. So what we can do is that we can 
synchronise the programme of construc-
tion of the buildings which also takes 
18 months by which time tbe transmitters 
are also available and then we can start 
commissioning. So that is the lead time 
required. 

My friend, Mr. Daga wanted to know 
when Pali will get it. I cannot give any 
out . of the way consideration for Pali 
altbough 1 agree that it has produced 
aeniuses like Mr. Daga, but I cannot on 
that ground give preference. 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA : What 
is tbe maximum time you require? 

SHRI V.N. GADGIL: As 1 said, if 
tbe transmitter is available, there is no 
probJem. But transmitters wiJJ start 
coming from 1 8 to 24 months of tbe 
date of our placiag tbo order. 

Now, with ~rd to the poiDts r~ 
by Mr. Das. I want to say that ·oven by 
Marxist standards of relevance. I find his 
questions have no relevance to tbe notice 
given in tbe . matter. The notk:e says : 

"Allocation of funds for extension of 
T.V. Network." The proper question 
for s~king answer should have been in 
respect of allocation. Therefore, I 'do not 
propose to reply. I will reply ·to bim on 
some other occasion jf such a question is 
raised. I can give him an effective rei)1y 
but this is Dot relevant in the present 
context. 

But I want to make mention of two 
things. First, as a matter of p,licy "I 
want to state that we cannot think oC 
second channel except in four metropoli-
tan cities unless almost the whole popula .. 
tion is covered by one chanDel. It is 
only' after that we can think of second 
channel. The only exception we have 
made is in respect of these four metropo-
litan cities-Bombay, Calcutta, Madras 
and Delhi -for which I have already 
indicated when the second channel will 
start.; As regards the point regarding 
programmes in Calcutta, I have repeatedly 
said in this House that our policy is that 
in non-Hindi States aU the low powered 
transmitters should be able to receive 
programmes in locai language. For 
example, Madam Chairman, in your 
State Karoataka the Kannad programme 
from Bangalore should be available all 
over Karnataka. To provide for this we 
have proposed two things in the Seventh 
Plan, that is, either it should be done by 
micro-wave link or by ari additional 
transponder in the Second INSA T, viz., 
INSAT I C which IS expected to be 
launched in July next year. When either 
of these two facilities is available then It 
will be possible till 8.40 in the evening 
the programme in the Jocal language 
would be made ava lable to the local 
population. Tbis is the concept we have 
evolved and we ~dl tfY to implement it in 
the Seventh Plan. 
MR.CHAIRMAN: Now, the House stansd 

adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11 A.M. 
18.13 brs. 

Tne £Ok Sabha then adjourned 
till Eleven of the Clock on 
Thursday, Decemb~,. 12, 1985 I 
Agrahayana 21, 1907 (Sak(;l). 
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