
LOK SABHA DEBATES 

LOKSABHA 

Friday, November 25, 1988/A€rahayana 4, 
1970 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock 

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Olair] 

TRIBUTES TO SHRI C.V. MAVALANKAR.ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS BIRTH 

CENTENARY 

[English] 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As Hon'ble 
Members are aware, the birth centenary of 
the first Speaker of Lok Sabha, Shri G.V. 
Mavalankar, falls on 27th Novernber, 1988. 
Aptly described as the 'Father of our Parlia-

. ment' by the late Prime Minister, Shri Jawa-
harlal Nehru, Shri Mavalankar was fondly 
called 'Dada Sahib' by his friends and ad-
mirers. A great patriot, Dada Sahib 
Mavalankar gave tip his legal practice and 
joined the freedom struggle in the footsteps 
of the Mahatama. He had to undergo sev-
eral terms of imprisonment during the 
course of the independence movement. 

On assumption of the office by the 
Congress Covernment in 1937, Shri 
Mavalankar was elected as the Speaker of 
the Bombay legislative Assembly. later in 
1946, he moved to the central arena and . 
was the natural choice for the Presidentship 
of the Central Legislative Assembly. He 
continue.d in that post till August, 1947. In 
November, 1947, he was unanimously 
·'~r.ted Speaker of the Constituent Assem-

bl)1 (Legislative). In January, 1950, he be-
came the Speaker of the ProvisionaJ Parlia-
ment. After the General E iections of 19521 

he was again conferred the unique honour 
of Speakership of the first lok Sabha. He 

2 
guided the deliberations of the House till his 
death in February, 1956. The dignity, up-
rightness and impartiality with which he 
functioned in the House earned him not 
only the esteem and love of all sections of 
the House but also enriched and enhanced 
the prestige and dignity of the office of the 
Speaker. 

Dada Sahib Mavalankar played a key role 
in the building up of parliamentary demo-
cracy in I ndia. The country was indeed very 
fortunate to have a person of his calibre and 
background to occupy the Chair in the cru~ 
cial transitional years of the new born 
democracy leading to the establishment of a 
fuJlfledged parliamentary system. 
Mavalankar's deep study and profound 
knowledge of parliamentary practices and 
procedures, backed by his firm grasp of Ie· 
gal principles, helped him to lay down 
sound traditions and practices. He had in 
abundance the qualities that make a suc-
cessful Speaker. 

He stood for the authority of the House 
and the rights of its mernbers. The strug-
gling backbenchers received from him as 
much courtesy and consideration as the 
stalwarts on the front benches. Shri 
Mavalankar is remembered as a great 
Speaker whose influence continues and 
shall (ontinue in the Legislatures all over the 
country for years to come. 

As the first Speaker of Independent In-
dia's Parliament, he laid down healthy con-
ventions in the formative stages of Parlia-
ment and it was largely due to the conven· 
tions which he set up that Parliament was 
able to proceed peacefully and got a shape 
and direction. 

Known as one of the most outstanding 
Speakers of modem times, his name and 
fame spread all over the world specially in 
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England and the Commonwealth countries. 
He led several parliamentary delegations to 
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Confer-
ences and Commonwealth Speakers' Con-
ferences. 

As a mark of high esteem in which he 
was held, he was elected at the Jamaica 
meeting of the Commonwealth Parliamen-
tary Association as its Chairman. He also 
presided for' a number of years over the An-
nual Conferences of Presiding Officers of 
Legislative bodies in India where he played 
a very crucial role in evolving uniform prac-
tices and procedures for the legislatures all 
over India and building up healthy parlia-
mentary democracy in the country. 

On this occasion, I would recall the 
glowing tributes paid to Dada Sahib 
Mavalankar by Prime Minister Nehru. Un-
veiling the portrait of Shri Mavalankar in the 
Central Hall of Parliament on 7th Septem-
ber, 1956, Panditji had said:-

"Some people are born to some par-
ticular high office; some grow into it and 
some are being pushed into it. About 
Dada Sahib Mavalankar it migJlt well be 
said that he was born into the Speaker-
ship of the lok Sabha. He fitted in It 
like a glove and he maintained through-
out these several years the high dignity 
and wisdom, not only in his decisions, 
but in his general demeanour." 

For long periods to come Dada Sahib 
Mavalankar's name would be associated 
with the lok Sabha and Parliament for the 
stamp and impress of hIs personality and for 
the great contribution that he made in up-
holdmg the dignity of the HOllse and zeal· 
ously guarding the rights of its members. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: Sir, in the 
House we have persons like Prof. Ranga, a 
veteran Constituent Assembly member. It 
would have been in the fitness of things if 
some members ·were allowed to associate 
themselves with the tributes that you have 
given to Mr. Mavalankar. This is the best 
place where we can do on the occasion of 
the Birth Centenary of Shri C. V, Mavalankar. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: We are going to 
have a symposium. At that time members 
are going to speak. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MIN .. 
ISTRY OF PARUNvtENTARY AFFAI RS AN 0 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE PRIME MINIS· 
TER'S OFFICE (SHRIMATI SHEILA DIK-
SHIT): Sir, you have spoken on behalf of 
everybody. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: We are going to 
open an exhibition today and tomorrow we 
will be having a function in the Central Hall. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

[English} 

Revised Export Target During Current 
Year 

·204. SHRI SRIKANTA DATTA 
NARASIMHARAJA WADIYAR: Will the Minis-
ter of COMMERCE be pleas(ld to state: 

(a) the overall export target set for the fi-
nancial year 1988-89; 

(b) the achievement made so far; 

(c) whether Government have a pro-
posal to revise the target of exports; 

(d) if so, the new target fixed; and 

(e) the steps taken to boost export in all 
sectors In order to achieve higher target? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MIN-
ISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI P.R. DAS 
MUNSI): (a) to (e). A Statement is given 
below. 

STATEMENT 

The overall export target for the financial 
year a 988-89 has been fixed at Rs. 18795 
crores. 

According to the provisional trade statis-
tics available from DGCI&S, Calcutta, India's 


