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due to various incentives offered by the 
Stili. Gov8mment and the Central Govern-
ment. As such. number of industries are 
cOming up in the area. Therefore. demand 
fortelephone connections from the industrial 
houses, trade centres as well as the public 
has increased considerably. 

The present Telephone Exchange with a 
capacity of 1900 lines has the MAX II Type if 
equipment. This equipment is presently 
loaded upto 96% of its capacity, and due to 
heavy loading and the out-dated equipment, 
the telephones generailly remain out of or-
der during the peak hours, or do not function 
properly, resulting in receiving wrong num-
bers, thereby putting the subscribers to 
great difficulty. 

The Departmqnt is constructing a new 
building for Nanded Telephone Exchange 
which is likely to be completed by March, 
1988, but the department proposes to instal 
I.C.P. Cross bar type of equipment. But as 
per the Annual Report for the year 1986-87 
of the Department of Telecommunications, 
in order to improve the telephone services in 
the rural areas, action was taken to procure 
digital Electronic Exchanges for automisa-
tion of some of the district headquarters and 
important towns. It is learnt that the equip-
ment has been imported and installed in 
some of the district headquarters. I. there-
fore, strongly urge the ho"" Minister of 
Communications to consider installing Elec-
tronic Equipment in the new Building of the 
Telephone Exchange at Nanded, which is 
the Headquarters of the District, situated in 
the backward region of Maharashtra State. 

(vIII) Need to expedite clearance to 
the Karatia-Nagartala Basin 
drainage Scheme pending with 
Ganga Flood Control Commis-
sion. 

SHRLSANAT KUMAR MANDAL (Joyn-
agar): Under Rule 377, I am making a state-
ment. 

Sunderbans area in West Bengal is one 
of the most backward areas in the country 
lacking in any developmental activities or 
infra structure for any rural industries or 

employment. Although nature has been 
bountiful to this area in the matter of flora and 
fauna, it is frequented by floods, cyclones' 
and tornado at times which cause havoc in 
the absence of any proper drainage system 
in this area. The only avocation which can be 
gainfully pursued by the rural folk in this area 
is agriculture. For promotion of agriculture, it 
is essential to have a proper drainage sys-
tem. The Karatia-Nagartala Basin Drainage 
Scheme in the district of 24-Parganas was 
drawn up after detailed investigations and 
surveys about 6-7 years ago and thEi 
scheme is now being processed with the 
Ganga Flood Control Commission. All the 
technical details and other points on esti-
mates raised by the Ganga Flood Control 
Commision have already been attended to 
by the State Government from time to time. 
This scheme is now to be processed by the 
Planning Commission and uttimately ap-
proved by it as soon as forwarded by the 
Ganga Flood Control Commission. This 
scheme when executed in phases will help 
removing drainage congestion of nearly 215 
sq. km. in P .S. Minakha, Canning and Ba-
santi in my constituency and thereby in-
crease additional agricultural produdion of 
9171 m.t. of kharif paddy. I would urge the 
Government of India kindty to expedite 
clearance of this scheme and thus afford the 
much needed relief to the poverty striken 
people of Sunderbans area. 

(Ix) Need to ensure to support 
price to the farmers for thalr 
produce damaged In the rains 
of May 1987. 

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOW-
ALIA (Sangrur): Mr. Deputy-Speaker. Sir. 
during May, 1987 due to unseasonal rain...in 
Northern Region of India i.e. in Punjab. 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and U.P .• the 
crops in field were destroyed and damaged. 
The wheat which was brought to markets for 
sale was also damaged. As a result of this, 
the farmers were put to great loss. Today the 
farmers have got no money to meet their day 
to day requirements and have not gal 
adequate resources to lead their life. This 
destrudion ;s almost the,e in the whole of 


