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districts of Maharashtra. The industrialists
also showed interest to set up industries,
but in the absence of a direct link between
Cbandrapur and Bombay—the capital of
Maharashtra—not many industries could be
set up and the development came to a halt,
Garhchirauli is the only ‘po-industry’
district in Mabarashtra. Thbe traim to
Bombay goes via Vardha and the quota
allotted to this station is for two berths only.
Similarly, for going to Madras also, the
guota is for two berths. Recently, 2 new
train has been introduced between Madras
and Ahmedabad, but there is no guota for
cither Chandrapur or Garhchirauli, though
the people can travel from there upto
Bhusaval. Similarly, there is no reserved
quota for the people of this district in
Navjeevan Express and Hyderabad-Madras
Express,

About three years back, the Hon. Rail-
way Minister bad made an announcement to
start “‘Sevagram Express’ between Vardha
and Bombay. In the annouacement relating
to the introduction of new trains, the pame
of ‘Sevagram Express’ has not even been
mentioned, what to speak of starting it. The
people of Vidarbha are disappointed on
this account. If the narrow gauge line bet-
ween Chandrapur and Gondia is converted
into broad gauge, it would not only
facilitate movement of minerals, iron, coal,
wood and rice, which are available in abun-
dance in that area, to other parts of the
country, but also help in the large scale
development of the area. 1 also reguest to
extend the Nagpur-Dadar Express upto
Gondia. Nagpur is in the Centre of the
country and one can get trains in all the
directeous from there, but because of limited
quota of reserved berths at Gondia not many
people benefit at the moment.

It is essential for the development of
Vidarbha region that the Hon. Minister
sends a team of Senior Railway Officials so
that they could find out from the people’s
representatives the difficulties and try to
resolve them and thereby maintain the
required balance. They should also help in
fmplementing the proposed projects by sanc-
tioning mere funds so that the development
of Vidarbha is done according to the policy
of uniform development of all regions.
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(iv) Need to assess the grave situation
in Agra district arising out of
the shortage of drinking and
irrigation water and to ex-
tend necessary finnancial
assistance to the State
therefor

SHRI GANGA RAM (Firozabad) :
Mr Depuly Speaker, Sir, the entire Agra
district has been facing acute shortage of
drinking and irrigation water as a result of
severe drought during the past few months.
The summer scason is yet to set in, but the
rivers, rivulets, ponds and wells have started
drying up. The water level of Government
and private tubewells bas receded. Slush has
started coming out of tubewells instead of
water. The camals are also in deplorable
condition. There in hue and cry because of
acute shortage of water in the rural areas of
Jagoner, Khairagarh, Bah, Fatehabad, Firoza-
bad and Kirawali. Due to erratic power
surply the tubewells are not functioning
properly. When in the near future summer
will be at its peak, the situation will worsen
and there will be famine like conditions in
tbe said area which would be impossible for
the administration to tackle. The arrange-
ment of overhead water tanks, water pipe-
lines and bandpumps has failed. Instead of
this, wells can be dug up in every village at
low cost so that adequate drinking water
could be made available. The administration
sbould be asked to reconsider it and take
effective steps to deal with this situation.
There is a suggestion to lift water from the
Chambal river near Bah and Pinahat and
store it in water tanks and then supply it to
nearby villages free of cost through the
pipelines. A Barrage should be constructed
near Pinahat to store water which could be
consumed as and when required. Besides, a
1000 MW power station should also be set
up so that power shortage could be met.
There is need for work on war-footing in
this respect. The Central Government should
immediately send a survey team to help the
State Goveroment in controlling the situa.
tion.

(v) Demand for new fast trains from
Banaras to Bombay and from
Allahabad to Ahmedabad

SHRI DAL CHANDER JAIN (Damoh):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Sagar is situation
on Bina-Katni section of Central Railways.



