445 Discussion on

Communal Situation
politics. No one doing so can run for elec-
tions today after our recent amendments.
But still there are some political parties who
have not amended their constitutions. These
political parties must amend their constitu-
tion and bring them into conformity with the
nation’s Constitution.

The minorities needing educational and
economic help must be assisted to avail of
equality of opportunity as guaranteed by the
law. Genuine grievances must be tackled
quickly. Imaginary grievances must be quickly
exposed. The machinery of law and order
must be insulated from all religious preju-
dice, from all communal overtones. The
people of India must be involved in giving
practical expression to their innate secular-
ism.

This year we are celebrating the birth
centenary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He
was one of our greatest secular leaders,
perhaps one of the greatest secular leaders
of all time.

When Gandhiji was felled by religious
fanatics, the national responsibility of carry-
ing forward secularism fell on Panditi's
shoulders.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru staunched the
bloodletting of partition, reassured the mi-
norities, reformed the obsolete and oppres-
sive mores of the majority community. He
gave Indians of all faiths the confidence that
the State is above all prejudice, above all
discrimination, above all narrowness. He
assured every Indian of honour and opportu-
nity.
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Sir, we would soon like to call a meeting
of the NationalIntegration Counciltodiscuss
the issue of communalism, and we would
like that to be followed up after the Home
Minister has his initial meetings with leaders
and members of the opposition parties.

Sir, in afew days, we will be commemo-
rating the 25th anniversary of the passing
away of Panditji. There can be no more
significant manner of honouring Panditji's
memory than in fulfilling his ideals, in rededi-
cating ourselves, in rededicating India and
every Indian to the principles of secularism
which Jawaharlal Nehru espoused and the
unflinching application of the principles to
the political and social life of our country.

Thank you, Sir.

18.15 1/2 hrs.
BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
[English]
Seventy-first Report
SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT (East Delhi): |
begtopresentthe Seventy-first Reportofthe

Business Advisory Committee.
18.16 hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven

of the Clock on Thursday, May 4, 1989/
Vaisakha 14, 1911 (Saka)
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