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Dungarpur-Banswara and Mandsaur and 
Neemuch of Madhya Pradesh will be linked 
with it. Geographically, this area is a centrally 
located area in the Udaipur Division. The 
Government should, therefore, consider this 
m atter.

14.00 hrs.
(vii) U nsatisfactory working conditions 
of workers in Mica Processing Factory,
Giridih and need to  transfer M ITCO
Headquarters from Patna to Giridih

SHRI SARFARAZ AHMAD (Giridih) : 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, in the Giridih area of 
Bihar, processing of mica is the only industry, 
but due to lack of attention by the owners 
and the Government, the condition of the 
workers has becomc pitiable. The factory 
owners do not make the workers permanent. 
After every three months, either they are 
re-employed with different names or are 
replaced by other employees. This is resulting 
in increase in unemployment. As per the 
rules, 50 per cent of the outside orders are to 
be placed with the public undertaking, 
MITCO, but it too does not make supply 
against these orders by opening its factory 
and employing workers. Instead, it supplies 
only 50 per cent of its orders through those 
factories. Thus MITCO, contrary to the 
wishes of the Government, is only serving the 
purpose of removing unemployment of a few 
persons only.

MITCO's Head Office should be in 
Giridih. As per Government rules also the 
Head Office of any company should be at the 
place where the work is being done. On this 
basis also MITCO’s Head Office should be in 
Giridih. This will not only be economical, 
but the workers too will have an opportunity 
to present their problem s to the officers. I, 
therefore, request that in public interest and 
to chcck the wasteful expenditure of Govern-
ment money, the aforesaid Head Office
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Giridih. Also, it should be either decanatised 
or taken over so that the condition of the 
workers could be improved.

14.01 hrs.

DEM ANDS FOR GRANTS (GENERAL),
1985-86

[English]

M R. CHAIRMAN : The House will now 
take up discussion and voting on Demand 
No. 28 relating to the Ministry of External 
Affairs for which eight hours have been 
allotted.

Hon. Members present in the House 
whose cut motions to the Demand for Grant 
have been circulated may, if they desire to 
move their cut motions, send slips to the 
Table within 15 minutes indicating the serial 
numbers of the cut motions they would like 
to move. Those cut motions only will be 
treated as moved.

A list showing the serial numbers of cut 
motions treated as moved will be put up on 
the Notice Board shortly. In case any 
member finds any discrepancy in the list he 
may kindly bring it to the notice of the 
Officer at the Table without delay.

M otion moved :

“That the respective sums not exceed-
ing the amounts on Revenue Account 
and Capital Account" shown in the Fourth 
column of the Order Paper be granted to 
the President out of the Consolidated 
Fund of India to complete the sums 
necessary to defray the charges that will 
come to course of payment during the 
year ending 31st day of March, 1986 in 
respect of the heads of Demands entered 
in the second column thereof against 
Demand No. 28, relating to the Ministry

should immediately be shifted from Patna to of External Affairs.”
D e m a n d  for Grant 1985-86 in respect o f  the M inistry o f  External Affairs submitted

to the Vote o f  Lok Sabha

No. Of 
Demand

Name of Amount of Demand for G rant
Demand on account voted by the House

on 25th March, 1985

Amount of Demand for Grant 
submitted to the vote of the 

House

Revenue Capital Revenue Capital
Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs.

M inistry of External Affairs
28. M in is t r y  of External Affairs 33,90,92,000 7,11,33,000 1,69,54,62,000 35,56,67,000



SHRI N. V. RATNAM (Tenaii) : Mr. 
Chairman, the foreign policy of India has 
been inheriledly stable, static from the grand-
father to the mother, and from mother to the 
son. I would like to submit whether we may 
begin that Jawaharlal Nehru was the father of 
Panchsheel at the Bandung Conference. That 
was a strange tale, born to two fathers, to 
the mother of Peace, the strange fathers being 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Chou-En-lai who were 
not friends at a later stage and were sorry 
for the situation. The same policy was 
enunciated by our beloved Prime Minister, 
the late Prime Minister. There were so many 
occasions where she enunciated the foreign 
policy. I quote only one or two, to clarify 
the foreign policy of India, rather than my 
explaining the thing as it is better to quote 
her. Just before her tragic assassination she 
said— I quote from her speech as follows :

“We inhabit a fragmented world, 
caught in the clash of wills and objectives. 
The utter mistrust between the militarily 
strong has gone so deep that even the 
word ‘peace’ is looked upon as a danger-
ous trap. But human-kind can survive 

. only if the big powers learn to co-exist. 
Wc must help to create an atomosphere 
conducive to discussions and the will to 
find solutions. The other divide is bet-
ween the developed and to developing. 
For the first time in the human history, 
we have the technological means to end 
hunger and want, yet the benefits of all 
this knowledge reach only a few. Levels 
of living remain uneven. These are our 
most urgent concerns. India has been 
working to bring closer together what 
are called East and West, South and 
N orth .”

And this policy was enunciated by her.

On 22 may, 1984 together with the Heads 
of Government of State of Argentina, Greece, 
Mexico, Sweden and Tenzania, it was 
stated :

‘‘As leaders of nations, member- 
States of the United Nations, we have a 
commitment to take constructive action 
towards halting and reversing the nuclear 
arms race. The people we represent are 
no less threatened by nuclear war 
than the citizens of the nuclear weapon 
states. It is primarily the responsibility 
of the nuclear weapon states to prevent a
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nuclear catastrophe but this problem is 
too important to be left to these states 
alone.”

Immediately on assuming office, our 
beloved Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi,
reiterated his commitment to the basic
approach and principles of foreign policy
like this :

“We have always believed in work-
ing for peace. Our policy is to be friends 
with all countries on the basis of recipro-
city and mutual benefit. Our commit-
ment to non-alignment and new economic 
order based on justice, equality and 
mutual cooperation is unshakable. This 
means a total dedication to the twin 
causes of peace and development. We 
also believe in safeguarding the indepen-
dence of states and upholding the 
principles of non-interference and non-
intervention.”

These are two major principles of 
Panchsheel.

The Heads of the six nations decided to 
meet in January 1985. They did meet and 
discuss various means for the follow-up 
measures. I am glad to say that this was 
presided over by no other person than our 
Prime Minister himself. An important follow- 
up decision was taken to form a Committee to 
negotiate and convincc the big powers towards 
ending this arms race. The Committee has 
already gone into action. We hope to have 
better results of this. In the Conference 
itself an alarming note was give to the 
people that global military expenditure was 
rapidly approaching the staggering figure of 
US $ 1000 billion a year. It was taken note 
of and decided in the Conference that it 
was the duty of the industrialised countries 
not only to stop the arms racc but to help 
the developing and poor nations. Our country 
has taken this line of approach. India is 
doing a lot of service as far as foreign policy 
is concerned. Unfortunately, the efforts made 
by India are not being allowed to bear fruit 
by the unhelpful attitude of some industrially 
developed countries. I wish to give some 
examples on this. India has been striving for 
a long time to make the Indian Ocean a 
zone of peace. The question of convening a 
conference on the Indian Ocean and Antartica 
has ended in a fiasco because of the unhelp-
ful attitude of some industrially developed 
nations.
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As you know, Sir, UNESCO is a very 
helpful organisation for the entire world. 
But recently we find that USA and Britain 
have threatened UNESCO to withdraw from 
it if it did not review or revise its stand. 
That is the most tragic event which we have 
to take into consideration. Of course, they 
have not yet withdrawn but the threat is there 
by the two great po wers.

Another effort that has been stalled by 
the big powers is the COPUOS (the Commit-
tee on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space). That 
has also ended in a stalemate due to non-
cooperation of the Western powers. However, 
strange it may seem, they are not even halt-
ing at that but our great friend USA is now 
going in the direction of stars war 
(Interrpution).

SHRI G. G. SWELL (Shillong) : Ts there 
quorum in the House, Sir ? You may please 
check.

MR. CHAIRMAN (SHRI VAKKOM 
PURUSHGTHAM AN) : If anybody raises
that issue, I will consider, otherwise not.

SHRI N. V. RATNAM : l have heard, 
Sir, that there is a tradition in the House 
that during the Budget session the question 
of quorum cannot be raised.

AN HON’BLE MEMBER : They are 
supposed to observe so much decorum as 
not to raise the question of quorum.

SHRI G. G. SWELL : In all fairness to 
the Member, we should have more Members 
to hear him.

SHRI N. V. RATNAM : Sir, as Presi-
dent of the Group of 77 and as President of 
NAM, India has tried to help the poor and 
the under-developed nations through the 
UNIDO the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation. This has also 
ended in a fiasco without any big steps hav-
ing been taken because of the unhelpful 
attitude of the big powers.

As far as the international relations in 
our foreign policy are concerned, I am glad 
to say that our country has been doing its 
best to have peace in the entire world, and 
we have to thank our Prime Ministers in 
sequence, from Jawaharlal Nehru to Indira 
Gandhi and now Rajiv Gandhiji for that. 
But I am sorry to say that the prudence 
requires that it is not sufficient for us to be
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friendly wilh the nations too far situated 
from us, the prudence requires that, as far 
as possible, we must be very friendly with 
the neighbouring countries. That, is very 
essential for the success of the foreign policy. 
But unfortunately we are more friendly with 
the countries which are very far from us but 
not so friendly with our immediate neighbours. 
That is an unfortunate situation that has 
developed very recently. Our very immediate 
neighbours who are not so friendly with us 
as we expect them to be, can be classified in 
two categories. Those nations are cither born 
of our soil or born of our culture. Take Sri 
Lanka for example. Sri Lanka is bom  of 
our culture. The entire nation is a cultural 
bit of our country. But the Sri Lankan 
problem has bccome the main source of 
headache for our country. This needs to be 
solved.

Next I come to Pakistan and Bangladesh. 
Pakistan is born out of our soil, but- 
unfortunately it is not at all friendly with 
our country. Though Pakistan's problems 
are now being tried to be solved, but we 
note when we try to solve the problems, they 
become more hard. Anyway, our prudence, 
our requirement and our necessity demands 
that we must find out a solution with our 
neighbouring country Pakistan.

Now, let us take Bangladesh. Hon. 
Members think that our country had made 
sacrifice towards the cause of Bangladesh, 
but unfortunately that country is not friendly 
to us as we had expected.

So also China. China, as I have already 
said, was a partner in Panchsheel, but we had 
a bitter experience with China and there is 
nothing left to compromise with that 
country.

Now, take Burma. During the British 
regime, it was part of India. Now, we find 
that there is a great exodus of unruly 
elements from Burma and those unruly 
elements arc operatiag on our North Eastern 
region. There too a very unhappy situation 
is developing.

So, our foreign policy must be so modified 
as to make all these very neighbours of our 
country as our friends.

Wc understand that the Ministry of 
External Affairs is responsible for the 
conduct of India’s external relations. Its
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main objectives are : to  project India’s 
image abroad, to promote India’s economic 
and political relations with other countries, 
to render consular service to ludian nationals 
and to foreigners visiting India, to provide 
assistance in the economic and technical 
fields to the heighbouring and other develop-
ing countries and to projcct India’s point 
of view in various military and international 
organisations. These are its projects. The 
m ain activities of this Ministry today are 
given in the very note. That is policy 
making and administration, India’s repre-
sentation abroad, external publicity pro-
gramme, passport and consular r^ v itie s , 
technical and economic aid to the neighbour-
ing countries and other developing countries, 
participation in the international organia- 
tions like the UNO etc., development of 
cultural relations with other countries. 
Looking to all these activities it seems that 
the Budget allotment to this Ministry is very 
discouraging. You know external alTairs 
policy matters are very very important for 
any country. Therefore, I think in the 
Budget a very little amount has been allotted 
to this Ministry.

It would like to submit that even though 
our country is not rich enough to help 
others, but purely for the sake of friendship 
it has been helping Nepal, Bhutan and 
Bangladesh. The records go on to show 
that Budgetary allotment to help Nepal has 
been Rs. 20.56 crores, for Bhutan it is 
Rs. 15.53 crores and for Bangladesh it is 
Rs. 13.20 crores. And in the shape of 
Indian technical and economic cooperation 
programme we have been helping so many 
countries and the Budget for this amounted 
to Rs. 9 crores. Unfortunately for the 
amounts being spent by us and the help 
rendered by us, I think we are not reaping 
quite right fruits bccause the response from 
those countries cannot be said to be friendly. 
So, all these things must be gone into by the 
Government as to why this is being done. 
In spite of our help and assistance, why are 
we not able to reap good consequences from 
these countries. It is a matter for the 
Government to take into consideration and 
it is very important because these are the 
very immediate neighbours of our country.

Let us not be con teat with the good 
results from far off countries. We may be 
satisfied that almost all the nations except 
one or two are very friendly with us, but

it will not be good or prudent for us to be 
satisfied with the friendly attitude shown by 
other countries. We may be prudent enough 
to make the very neighbouring countries 
friendly to us because if at all there is any 
threat, it is only from the very neighbouring 
countries, but not from the far off countries. 
So, 1 would like to submit that the budgetary 
allotment is very small.

Another thing I would like to submit it 
that - we have been following the policy of 
non-alignment. I would like to suggest to the 
hon. Minister and also the Government to 
think about this. We have got Austria, a 
very small country in Europe which has 
been practising permanent neutrality, and 
‘permanent neutrality’ is a positive policy, 
and by adopting this policy of permanent 
neutrality, Austria is progressing well in 
world affairs. There are some people who 
argue that permanent neutrality is nothing 
more than our policy. So, in order to 
clarify what exactly is meant by permanent 
neutrality, I shall quote from Austria Docu-
mentations, where it is stated :

“The obligations imposed by 
Austria’s neutrality are clearly defined. 
They require adherence to the laws on 
neutrality set out in the Hague Conven-
tion of 1907 in the event of war and, 
during peace-time, the avoidance of any 
commitments which might prejudice 
strict observation of the convention’s 
terms.”

X X X  
“Austrian neutrality, constitutionally 

guaranteed and internationally recognised, 
is military neutrality and means indepen-
dence from the major military and 
political blocs. It is neutrality on the 
part of the State and not of the indivi-
dual citizen; there is no question of 
ideological or economic neutrality. The 
possibility of working together with 
other states in the framework of the 
international organisations is by no 
means ruled out; indeed, such co-opera-
tion is one of the principal supports and 
at the same time one of the main duties 
of Austrian neutrality. This is why the 
commitments that Austria has accepted 
as a neutral country have led it to 
increase its economic co-operation with 
the other countries of Europe rather than 
otherwise.”

X X. X



“In a 1973 public opinion poll, for 
example, 90% of those asked, a repre-
sentative cross-section of the population, 
hold that permanent neutrality brings 
Austria more advantages than disadvan-
tages, 80% that they feel safer in a 
neutral state than in an alliance, and 
76% that the high esteem with which the 
country is regarded by others is thanks 
to its neutral status.”

So, it seems to be that adoption of the 
policy of permanent neutrality goes a long 
way and if we can think and adopt a 
‘permanent neutrality" policy rather than the 
present policy, it will be better. We have 
been progressing from Panch Sheel to the 
NAM and then disarmament at this stage, 
and here I would like to suggest to you to 
think seriously about two things. One is, 
what is our approach, with respect to our 
foreign policy, towards our immediate 
neighbours, and the second is about the 
adoption—of permanent neutrality policy. 
These two aspects deserve serious thinking 
on the part of the Government in order to 
make our country progress economically and 
internationally.

SHRI PIYUS TIRAKY (Alipurduar) : 
I beg to move :

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be rcduccd 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to take steps to normalise relations 
with Sri Lanka and other neighbouring 
eountries.K7)

■‘That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to increase economic cooperation 
with Bangladesh in the field of industry, 
transport and eommunications.](8)

“That the Demartd under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to ensure proper compensation to 
Indian nationals whose property has been 
declared as vested by Bangladesh Govern - 
men t.](9)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs, 100.”
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[Need to meet the demand of Bhuian for 
setting up a high power transmitter at 
Thimpu as early as possible.](10)

“ That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be rcduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to give more aid for rural electri-
fication in B hutan.](ll)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to have joint efforts with Bhutan 
to check floods and soil erosion caused by 
rivers like Raydak, Sarkos. Paglee-Tunsa 
and Jainti Dima.](12) .

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduccd 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to give more aid for the develop-
ment of Bhutan.](13)

“ That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be roduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to take steps to link Bhutan with 
the National Highway No. 31 at 
Barobisa.](l4)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to persuade U.S.A. to stop arming 
of Pakistan](15)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to make efforts for establishing 
cordial relations with Bangladcsh.j(I6)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to take steps to repatriate refugees 
from Bangladesh.j(l 7)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to improve trade, cultural relations 
and communications with Bangladesh.](18)
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“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to give more assistance to Bhutan 
for development of cottage industries.](19)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need for cordial and brotherly relations 
with Nepal.1(20)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need for a political settlement with Sri 
Lanka to check influx of Sri Lankans of 
Indian origin.](21)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need to ask Pakistan to vacate occupied 
Kashmir to end the Kashmir problem.](22)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need for early commissioning of 
Chukha Hydel Project.] (23)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need for expediting the work on Indo—  
Bhutan Micro-wave link and transmission 
line.] (24)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
byR s. 100”

[Need to give financial assistance to 
Bhutan for constructing an aerodrome at 
Thimpu.](25)

“That the Demand under the Head 
Ministry of External Affairs be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

[Need for propagation of Hindi in Indian 
Mission in Bhutan.](26)

MR= CHAIRM AN : Now Mr. Faleiro.

SHRT EDUARDO FALEIRO 
(Mormugao) : Well, M r. Chairman, I
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very glad that you arc in the chair.

SHRI S. JA1PAL REDDY (Mahbub- 
nagar) : Sir, is he glad that the Minister for 
External Affairs, J. <?• the Prime Minister is 
is not in the House ?

MR. CHAIRMAN (SHRI VAKKOM 
PURUSHOTHAM AN) : The Minister of 
State is here.

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : After all, 
this is a debate on External Affairs. Should 
not the Prime Minister when he is handling 
the portfolio himself be present in the 
House ? Does it mean that the Prime 
Minister is not interested in the External 
Affairs ?

MR. CHAIRMAN : That is all right. 
The Minister is already here.

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO : Sir, my 
friend Mr. Reddy and I both of us, do know 
that the country has a lot of problems which 
require Prime Minister’s attention. 1 am sure 
Mr. Reddy as well as I and everybody 
appreciate the Way the Prime Minister comes 
here during Question Hour so often even 
when he does not have Questions on the 
Agenda to be discussed by him. It is really a 
commendable regard the Prime Minister has 
for Parliament.

Mr. Chairman, I was saying that I was 
very happy because you do not cut the time 
of the Members and you give sufficient lime 
and I will not take undue advantage of your 
goodness.

Mr. Chairman, this Government Com-
ing to power on such an upsurge of 
enthusiasm and such a popular support, has 
outlined its broad approach to the 
administration of this country in these pithy 
words, continuity with change and that is 
how it should be. The concept of continuity 
is relevant, of course, in all aspects of 
administration but it is particularly relevant 
in the realm of foreign policy.

As my colleague from the Telgue Desam 
has just now mentioned the fundamental 
tenets of our foreign policy were enunciated 
by Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru and were then 
restated by Shrimati Indira Gandhi. They 
are Non-Alignment, anti-imperialism, anti-
colonialism and anti-racism. If you are to 
be put rather than in a negative into positive 
form, then our fundamental goals have Iv^t



the pursuing of peace and of economic 
development.

Now, we would not like to take credit 
for our Party when I mentioned Pandit Nehru 
o r Indira Gandhi. I do not mean to say that 
this is the policy of Congress Party alone. It 
is the result of a national consensus. This is 
the policy of this nation and it so happened 
that even during the Janata period— though 
we differed with them on many aspects of 
domestic issues— when it came to foreign 
policy, even Mr. Vajpayee, such an acerbic 
critic of Jawahar Lai Nehru and Indira 
Gandhi had to follow the path which was 
laid down since independence. Now, I will 
hasten to compliment the Prime Minister and 
I think, my humble compliment counts 
because behind it is the support of the nation. 
On all sides he has reached out to the neigh-
bouring countries, as my colleague has again 
pointed out. That is where the change perhaps 
comes in. The change does not eome in the 
perception of basic principles. It comes in 
the strengthening of the instrumentalities to 
carriy the basic objectives in motivating these 
vehwcles of furthering policy objectives. That 
is where the change comes. And the change 
is elcomed by this country and by all of us, 
ip, this House of Parliament. I compliment 
the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister...

(Interruptions). Mr. Khurshid Alam Khan is 
the Minister for External Affairs. He is in-
charge of this Ministry. I compliment the 
Foreign Office also. The Minister of State 
fot Foreign Affairs himself has gone to these 
countries. It is not enough to sit and 
formulate policies. If policies will be some-
thing more than empty political rhetoric, we 
have got to reach out. We have got to 
strengthen the instrumentalities. That is what 
the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
himself has done by going to these countries. 
That is what the Foreign Office has done 
through its Secretary and other senior 
officers by going there. That is what all of 
them have done under the guidance by the 
Prime Minister. This is very much welcome 
in the context of friendly relations with 
neighbours. You can talk about friendship; 
you can talk about peace. But if you are 
not friendly and at peace with your own 
neighbours, then what is the meaning and 
content of ail these noble ideas ?

The initiative taken by the Prime M inirter 
of India, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, and, before him, 

Indiraji, to bays the six-nation peace
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initiative is really a thing of great merit. One 
cannot see anything very positive coming out 
of this immediately except building public 
opinion. After all, the nuclear arms are not 
in our hands. They are not in the hands of 
third world countries. They are in the hands 
of the super powers. However if five or six 
contries of our stature who can make nuclear 
weapons but refrain from doing so, if six 
nations from different parts of the globe who 
are regional powers in their own right make 
a call for nuclear disarmament, for a test 
ban treaty— that is specifically what they have 
asked for—-then the super powers must take 
notice of the call. I am sure, if the Gromyko- 
Shultz talks did take place, it was no small 
measure due to the call given by the six 
Nation peace initiative' The initiatives for 
peace undertaken by the Government are 
commendable. These initiatives have made 
a tremendous impact on world public opinion. 
They augur a new beginning in our relations 
with our neighbours and in the whole world.

Now, I would like to concentrate today 
on one aspect of our foreign policy which, I 
think, is sometimes neglected. As I have sub-
mitted the main objective of the foreign policy 
of this country are the pursuit of peace and 
of economic development, the pursuit of peace 
is the political side, the political objective of 
the foreign policy. The pursuit of economic 
development is the economic side, the econo-
mic objective, of our foreign policy. 1 have 
been in this House for a few years. I some-
times feel that I have committed the sin of 
concentrating on the political aspect of the 
foreign policy, ignoring an economic aspect 
of the foreign policy. I do believe that the 
political aspect cannot be properly pursued, 
properly followed, unless it is backed by the 
pursuit of the economic aspect of the foreign 
policy of a country.

If we are discussing today the Demands 
for Grants relating to the Ministry o i External 
Affairs, we are discussing them as budgetary 
demands, as the demands, of the Budget. The 
Budget expresses its objectives in terms of 
growth and productivity without prejudice of 
course to social justice. The question that 
arises in the course of this debate is : How is 
the Ministry of External Affairs going to 
contribute for the growth and economic 
productivity set out in the Budget demand ? 
1 would like to say that the international 
economic situation, as it iooks at the moment 
is as grim, perhaps worse, grimmer, than

Demands for Grants 256
(General), 1985-86

APRIL 9, 1985



257 Demands fo r  Grants CHAITRA 19, 1907 (SAKA) Demands fo r  Grants 258 
{General). J985-86 (General), J985-86

looked to us &hen wc were discussing the 
Demands last year. The developing countries 
as a whole have suffered tremendously and 
have been really the major victims of 
recession that has swamped the entire world, 
including the industrialised countries.

Let me quote a few figures. The rate of 
growth in developing countries, in 1981, was 
0.3 per cent; in 1982, it went down to 0.2 per 
cent and in 1983, it took off very slightly to 
0.8 per cent as compared to the rate of 
growth of 5 per cent in ‘70s. As far as 
industrialised countries are concerned, their 
performance slightly better. The figures for 
industrialised countries were higher by about 
then 2 points for the same period, 1981-83, 
and last year, in 1984, there has been a 
recovery in the industrialised countries, 
particularly, in the United States. The 
United States economy has picked 
up over the last one year. But what 
an unfortunate paradox is that whilst the 
economy of the United States has picked up 
and picked up strongly over the last one 
year, and to less extent the countries of 
Western Europe and Japan have also 
improved their economic performance. 
The same reasons that have led to this 
recovery of the Western world are contribu-
ting to the deteriorating situation in the 
developing countries. And what are these 
reasons ? The reasons are the tightening of 
the fiscal policies by the Reagan Adminis-
tration, then the flight of capital from the 
Western countries and even of Japan even to 
the United States, the strengthening of the 
dollar with concomitant sharp increase in the 
rate of interest. There is no way out of the 
commercial bank but we must avoid them 
unless we want to go the South American 
way.

As far as trade is concerned, protectionism 
has increased. The protectionist barriers of 
the Western countries and industrialised 
countries as against the developing countries 
are stronger than ever before. They have 
cut us off from trade.

As far as aid is concerned, just as an 
example, IDA 7 at present, is short by 3 
billion dollars over the previous IDA 6. Now, 
IDA 7 contemplates 9 billion dollars as 
against 12 billion dollars for the previous 
period of IDA. This is obviously on nominal 

.terms, less in real terms and now, if you 
■consider that you have additional recipients 
to aids like China, such a iarge new comer,

then you will find that their concessional 
finance is also not going to be available in 
any significant measure for the developing 
countries.

In this grim situation, what do we do ?
I would immediately submit that the 

figures that 1 have given have been for the 
developing world as a whole. As far as India 
is concerned, our rate of growth has been 
substantially higher than the average for the 
developing world. Therefore, seeing this 
indifferent, even antagonistic attitude of the 
developed and industrialised countries towards 
us, what we have to do is to pull out our 
boots by the s trap s ,...{Interruptions)

What I mean is that we must get in to 
strengthen the instrumentalities of the Foreign 
Ministry and our foreign policy. We must 
reach out in the realm of political aod 
economic relationships.

Our embassies do not necessarily have 
eminent people like Prof. Swell. They have 
eminent people of other types, not of Prof. 
Swell type. And these eminent people are 
trained in that school of diplomacy that arose 
and was created just before independence. 
The main objectives then were again political 
objectives. To find out, for instance, what 
is happening in the countries where they were 
posted what were the political developments 
in those countries and then report back to 
the Ministry. '

I think that you often here when you go 
abroad or to international forums as to how 
our diplomats are always sought after for in 
drafting or are invited to draft then resolu-
tions to be passed at international forum. 
Our diplomats are there at every international 
committee and they excel as far as drafting 
goes. This is sometimes told to me as a 
great compliment. I think it is a compliment 
but I do think that we can do much better. 
We can definitely do much better than that. 
Apart from the good political role that our 
embassies and diplomats have been playing, 
we can also reach out, as I have said, on the 
economic field and try to improve trade and 
business for our own country.

We see so often, the United States 
ambassador, for instance, going out and 
helping in some deal for his country o r , . the 
British Ambassador, for that m atter. The 
question is “whether our own Ambassadors 
or Heads or Missions behave in a similar



fashion ? What happens is this. In our 
embassies, very often economic relations are 
relegated to a lower level. There is an officer 
from the Ministry of Commerce sitting in our 
major embassies and everything concerning 
economies, all the business deals are left 
entirely to him and the Ambassador or the 
Head of the Mission thinks that it is below 
his dignity to get involved in this type of 
work.

This is not how diplomacy should be 
practised at the present time. This it waste 
of talents. If the Indian Ambassador himself, 
if the Indian Head of the Mission himself, 
gets involved as the Ambassador, as the Head 
of the Mission, with other countries in 
getting some good business or some deals for 
India, what is wrong ? This is really what is 
required. What is required is not to leave 
*11 the commercial relations, all the economic 
relations, for the officers of the Commerce 
Ministry alone but the Head of the Mission 
himself should take advantage of his status 
and prestige and get our business going in 
those countries. If you look at the figures 
of trade, compared to our size it is very 
small; it is not heartening at all. We must 
fix targets for our Missions to get a certain 
amount of business for the country; we must 
reach out.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please try to wind
up.

SHRI EDUARDO FALE1RO : I would 
like to point out what has been said here in 
an opinion poll oommissined by Compass 
News Features from NOP Market Research 
Ltd. of London. It is this ignorance about 
our country which las got to be dispelled by 
our Embassies. This market research was 
carried out in three countries simultaneously 
in December, 1984, and the countries 
reflected three different expressions of the 
industrialised world— the United States, 
Britain and Norway. They were first asked 
whether the industrialised countries should 
do more for the third world or whether what 
they were doing was enough, and in the 
process they were asked, ‘’What is the ‘third 
world 7” Mind you, there were a substantial 
number of people in the United States who 
said, “The third world is the world that will 
•merge after the Third World W ar.” This is 
tfie finding that has emerged. There were 
ethers who said that the third world was the
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world of outer space— the first world 
was land, the second was water 
and the third world was the world of 
outer space. So, this is the knowledge or 
ignorance they have in those countries about 
developing countries. So, much more has to 
be done and since we are in the age of 
publicity, in the age of media, our country 
must be projected not merely as a land 
of snake-charmers or a country of 
impoverished people but as the land 
industrialising and becoming, hopefully, the 
tenth largest industrialised country in the 
world, going very fast in high technology 
areas like space research and the expedition 
to Antarctica and so on. All these must be 
projected so that the people in those 
countries can themselves bring pressure on 
their Governments to enter into business, to 
enter into commercial and economic 
relationship, with India.

I will conclude with some remarks on 
this very important, aspcct South-South 
relationship. From the North-South dialogue 
we cannot expect much because of ihe- 
indifferencc, even hostility, with which the 
North has reacted to this urge for dialogue; 
in spite of the fact that Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi had informal talks at the time of 
the highest level the last General Assembly 
Session in New York, in spits of her 
initiative at the time of the meeting of the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government, 
nothing much has come out. We cannot give 
up that dialogue but then we must pay 
more attention to the South-South dialogue. 
We keep on talking all the time about South- 
South dialogue, but we talk only in generali-
ties. And when we come to specifics, for 
example, this is the type of answer that the 
hon. Minister for Industry gave this morning, 
I was asking the hon. Minister for Industry 
as to why we should not give preferential 
treatment in imports from the South countries 
which are developed and which can give us 
quality goods : the hon. Minister replied that 
they were not concerned with any preferential 
treatment and that they will take just the 
‘best’. With utmost respect to the hon. 
Minister, 1 would like to say that ‘best’ is a 
very subjective concept. You have different 
types of technologies. Will the hon. Minister, 
wiil the Government, look into every type of 
deal for import of technology or commodity 
and see what it is covered under the word 
‘best’ ?

Demands for Grants 260
(General), 1985-86

APRIL 9,1985



261 0 .0 .  (Gen/), 1985-86 CHAITRA 19, 1907 (S/IKA) D.G, (Gen!) 1985-86 262

How is it arrived a t—the conclusion that 
ii is the best ? Then many other things 
are there like credit facilities, i t  should 
be an accepted position that we must give 
preferential treatm ent to other developing 
countries in terms of com m odities. If you 
go on saying th a t the best will be taken 
without any preferential treatm ent, so will 
the other developing countries do to air 
goods and, then the centres will remain 
USA, L ondon, France and so on and we 
will not be able to break the colonial rela-
tionship and we may as well forget the 
idea of creation of a new international 
economic order.

Sir, I end with this plea th a t we must 
concentrate not merely on the political 
aspect of our foreign policy but let us 
give some thought and action—thought we 
give enough, but ac tion  is wanted to fur-
ther our economic objectives so that the 
purpose of the budget, th a t is productivity 
and growth are achieved. I end with this 
plea that whilst purposes arc very good, 
whilst the machinery we have is among the 
best not only in the developing countries 
but it, can com pare very well with that of 
the developed countries also but it should 
be geared and mentalised towards attaining 
the economic objectives. Let them get us 
business. Let them bring us trade and let 
them try to reduce the imbalance of trade 
and on these'lines economic development 
will be really a strong arm of the objec-
tives of peace which so successfully and in 
such short space o f time this government 
has been able to pursue.

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOW DHURY 
(Katwa). While taking part in this debate,
the first th ing  a b o u t  w hich  1 w ant to say is 
the general condition in which our huma-
nity is living today. Hum an civilisation is 
hanging precariously between existence and 
extinction and this is due to the disastrous 
nuclear policy that is being pursued by 
USA in order to achieve global domination. 
This is for that we are faced with such a 
horrible situation of our existence also.

Now, to reduce tension in this regard 
the initiative taken by our Government to 
call the six nation summit, we all welcomed 
it and we want this type ot initiative to 
yield positive results. In this respect I want 
to say that we are taking initiative in the

Foreign Ministry level in the international 
fora and that we have to take. But the 
vital fact that has been very effective and 
that we would like to see also is the mobili-
sation oi people ror peace and against war 
in different parts of the world. That is 
very dismally absent in our country—the 
mobilisation of people against war. That 
we have to do in our own country. In this 
respect, the ruling Party and the Govern-
ment have been failing and I am very much 
pained to point out this in this House. 
But thanks to the left and democratic par-
ties they have tried to organise m obilisa-
tions o f people for peace and against this 
nuclear holocaust that is seriously threaten-
ing our world civilisation. .

We are h^ppy that the call of the six 
nation summit to ban nuclear weapons and 
to ban deployment of nuclear weapons in 
outer space has been favourably responded 
to by Soviet Union. If we look at the past
we will see that the Soviet Union time and
again have been responding to the genuine 
aspiration o f peace of the world humanity. 
They have declared that they will not be 
the first user of nuclear bomb but from th e  
other side—-USA—we had never seen any
such commitment. Two days ago the
Soviet leader has declared unilateral m ora-
torium on the deployment of counter 
miss'les in Europe. Uptil November it will 
be t! ere. That is a good gesture. We have 
to se: as ilie leader of NAM—convener of 
six nation summit that this gesture and the 
favourable condition that is created does 
not go in vain. I support the initiative 
taken by the government to end the horrible 
gulf war which is really mutually destruc-
tive f( r both the countries. We also support 
the stand taken i,i respect of Palestine, that 
is, Arab people and all other progressive 
issues. Those are really very much deserv-
ing our support and support from the 
people of the world.

Now, I come to a few aspects that are 
very much related to our country. In this 
Annual Report o f the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs we do not get a clear direction 
as to where io pinj)oint our actions, that 
is, the people of our country should direct 
their  in itiatives and understand who arc 
responsible for the deterioration in the 
situation. It is very natural that we are 
concerned to maintain world civilisation to 
which our country is a part. In the back-
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ground of the alarming global conditions in 
our own soil wc are confronted with certain 
m achinations of certain countries who arc 
trying to destabilise our country. Who are 
those ? One may say this particular aspect 
is connected with our Home Ministry affairs 
but thes.s external things are very much 
disturbing our mind. Who ire  those forces 
who are supporting the secessionist activi-
ties in our country ? 1 do not know why it 
did not find a place here in this Report but 
in this debate I would very much like to 
mention it—the situation in Assam and 
Punjab. W herefrom are they getting 
support 7 Why is it that their name is not 
mentioned ! Who was there in London city 
abetting those forces in Punjab ? Who 
granted them visa '? These are all questions 
which are annoying the ^ o p le  in our 
country. It is a matter which is very vitally 
linked whilh the integration of our country. 
Who are those peole who invented Brahma-
putra Projcct to dis-member our country in 
the N orth Eastern region ? We have seen 
that study by Prof. Hargrave of Texas. 
With the help of one Mr. Griffin he was in 
India. Mr. Griffin was declared persona 
non grata by our country. What did it 
predict ? It predicted if Mrs. Gandhi dis-
appeared from the political scene, namely, 
if before l.ok Sabha polls she is out then 
destabilising forces could get more favoura-
ble soil. Now, it actually co-incides. 
Strange enough ! She had been killed. Now 
what arc we to understand ? Who are those 
people I want to know ? For some days wc 
have been hearing about the international 
terrorists gangs trying to set their feel in 
our country.

There is the incident of the killing of 
the Soviet Embassy stalT. There is the so- 
called defection of the Soviet Embassy staff 
to the USA. AH thsse cases are very much 
disturbing. There is a reason behind it. 
These are the work of nefarious decisive 
forces which want to divide our country, to 
dismember our country and want lo mar 
our relation with our most reliable friends. 
They are very much active. So, this is the 
reflection of ihc international situation 
which we see in our country today Our 
hon. Members talked of economy. There 
is an economic reason behind it. They want 
their markets to flourish; they want to 
plunder the third world countries. These 
imperialist powers want to create their own 
bases in the third world countries for their

activities. In this context it is very neces-
sary that wc should have good relations 
with our neighbours. There is no doubt 
about it. It is very much desirable Arc we 
to be blamed that we don 't have good rela-
tions with our neighbours only ? No. We 
don 't have good relations with some distant 
countries also. For good neighbourly tela- 
tions we require good neighbours. In the 
neighbourhood countries, the people are 
good; they are also fighting for a g od 
society But the ruling clique there is anti-
people and anti-peace. Our neighbour 
Pakistan is trying to destory the peace in 
the sub-continent. US imperialism is trying 
to aid Pakistan in various ways. They are 
supplying all kinds of arms to Pakistan. I 
don’t know what kind of dangerous conse-
quences will follow. USA is supplying 
Pakistan with F-16, Harpoon missiles, OV- 
ID-Mohawks and Hawkcye missiles. There 
is moreover, the recent supply of Sidewin-
der Missiles lo Paki stan. And now over 
and above that, they are helping Pakistan 
with the making of the atomic bomb also. 
They are sharing their intelligence with 
Pakistan. Wc are not so naive as to believe 
that there is no danger to this country 
from all these developments ! Now, Sir, 
Pakistan is offering land in its country lo 
set up military bases for the USA. These 
forces are trying to subvert the integrity of 
our country. There is encirclement from 
Pakistan, Bangla Desh, Sri Lanka and 
Diego Garcia. These are all calculated 
moves. In Sri Lanka what is happening ? 
The USA has been successful in roping in 
Sri Lanka into its fold. They arc opening 
up centrcs in Trincomalee for the Voice of 
America. But that is only a poly. W hat 
they are doing is, they arc setting up extra 
low frequency base there. Wc have lo 
understand this situation. Mr. Jayawar- 
dhane has been saying that there is no 
ethnic problem at all but that it is a m ar-
xist revolution. He wants to cover up the 
crime thai is being committed by the Slate 
Power in the ethnic minority. We have seen 
the massacre of Tamils going on there; he 
is trying to divert the attention of the 
people of the world from the massacre that 
they are perpetrating. Again the US is try-
ing to have Bangla Desh very strongly on 
iheir side, rndeed, there are reports that 
Chittagong has been offered to America for 
naval base there,
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15.00 hr. 

In Diego Garcia, they having nuclear 
weapons. They are planning to operate 
their outer space nuckarisat ion programme 
from the Diego Garcia base. Sir, I have 
a book wr itten b y Ju lrus Mr. der, o nce a 
CIA man, later defected , wh publ ished 
th at b ook in 1968-69. He wrote 'Who 
is Who' in C.I.A. There, he mentioned the 
names of those three perso ns as C.I.A. 
agen ts, who after more than two decades 
have become Ambassadors in Ind ia, in 
Banglade sh and in Pakistan. These three 
persons are very much there now as 
Ambassadors in this sub-conti nent. What 
does all th is signify ? Is it in the interest of 
the security of our country? Sir, the US 
Imperiali sm is spreading in our country. 
We have to take eno ugh precaution and 
tell our people to unite and fight against 
the US imperia lism. 

Sir, one other plea I want to make with 
the Government is that S.A.D.R. establi-
shed by the figh ting Polisario Front in 
Western Sahara should immediately be 
recogni sed . 

SHRI DINESH SINGH (P ratapgarh) : 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, India is a large country 
and large count ries tend to become inward 
looki ng iso latio ni st in some ways. l have 
watched debates on foreign relations in 
this House over several decades and I 
notice that we here, even in th is House, are 
becoming a victim to isolation. Look ing at 
the empty benches on both si des of the 
House, I feel that we may take a turn in 
global relations for the worse. For a deve-
loping country li ke ours, intern at iona l 
relations are ve ry important because we 
depend on assistance from outside and if 
we do not hav.e strong relati o ns o utside, 
then the tendency will be that those who 
would be in a position to ass ist us wo uld 
demand a price ·.vh ich may not be acceptab le 
to us. Therefore, through you, Sir, T would 
wish to urge that we begin to take greater 
interest in the conduc t of our foreign 
policy in our external rela tio ns so that we 
are able to be an active part icipant in 
international affai rs. The Prime Minis te r has 
taken a welcome step, trying to . lessen 
global tensions and promoting fr iend sh ip 
with our neighbours , in this, ne · deserves 
our congratulat ions and J am sure of the 
full support of thi s H ouse. The Six Nation 

Summit held m Delhi over which the 
Prime Minis ter presided, produced an 
important docu ment, the Delhi D~clara
ti on, which ca lled for urgent steps to 
prevent arms race spreadi ng inte> outer 
space and for ban on testing of nuclear 
weapons and ended with, T quo ll': " The 
hop<: tlwt this year of 1985 would be the 
year when hope begins to prevai l over 
terror". The appea I, though well received 
by the international commun ity, has not 
created an impact on the Un ited States 
which con tinues with its programme of 
'Stat' Wa rs'. However, the poss ibility of the 
Soviet Union and the United States resum-
ing thcil' dialogue at the highest level gives 
us some hope that the Super Powers might 
heed to reason. There has been mucl1 talk 
ab out nuclear disarm~ m ~nt , arms control and 
may I say with respect, that nuclear disarma· 
ment or arms control wi ll be illusory with· 
out a global understanding for peace. I am 
reminded of the word s of Salvador de 
Madar iaga ; 

" Nations don 't d istr ust each other 
because they are armed; they are armed 
because they distrust each other. And, 
thcn.:fore, to want disarma ment without 
a minimum of common agreement on 
fundemcntals is as absurd as to wam 
peopk to go und.-essed in win ter," 

A way h:s, thcrefoL"c, to be found to 
reduce glc'bal tensi,1n, to crente a climate 
of coo perat ion in wh ich economic coope-
ration can also develop. We nc~d to 
create a new va lue system, a new world 
order nnd on ly then, a new internat ioJ1al 
economic o:d.::r has any meaning. My 
hon fri end Shr; Eduardo Falciro-
L am afraid, l·,c has left -- laid great 
emphasis on lndi a's economic relations and 
T cannot disagree with him at all. I fullv 
support him that we need to st rengthc;1 
our economic re lations wit h the out-
side world. But mr;y [ say that economic 
relati ons cannot b~ built up in iso lation . 
Wi tho ut a p:; l iced climate for cooperation 
economic ::ssista ncc can at bes t be g ivin~ 
away some ch J"i ty, lmt it cJnnot lead to 
closer econ on.;c cooperation which is what 
we arc seek ing. 

There has been ta lk of Super Powe rs 
possess ing .~uclear weapons thrcntening 
the destruction of the world and I beg to 
disagree not that they do no t have the 
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capacity to destroy the world several times 
over, but ‘I do not think I hat they have the 
will to do it. Mi re than us, they are con-
scious of the annihilating capacity of their 
nuclear arsenal, and therefore, it is unlikely 
that they will use it against cach other and 
get totally destroyed. Tnc real dangers 
are now emerging in new forms of weapons, 
laser category of weapons and the weapons 
in space, which will be 10 that. extent clean 
weapons and will have much greater 
desiructi/e power. I', is here that we have 
to be careful and it is ln.re that we have to 
work hard to restore balance in interna-
tional cooperation.

I am remainded of the situation which 
Shri Jawaharal N ehru, the then Prime M ini-
ster, faced immediately after independence. 
Wc were on our own, newly independent, 
trying to build a new life for our people, 
seeking cooperation and assistance from 
outside and there were the larger powers 
wanting to dictate their terms to us. We 
must give credit to Shri Jawaharlal Nehru 
for engineering to transfer the prevailing 
global climate of colonialism into a climate 
of decolonization and the whole process of 
decolonization was a great achievement of 
which wc are not perhaps fully aware.

History will rccall the efforts made by 
Jawahar Lai Nehru and his colleagues, 
chiefly Shri Krishna Mcnon, who laboured 
hard to create a climatc in which half of 
humanity achieved freedom from colonial 
bondage. It is a similar situation perhaps 
which we are facing today. T am aware of 
the critics who have accused Panditji of 
globalism in preference to national interests 
and 1 am sure they would wish 10 persist in 
their criticism of this Government too. But 
Sir, can wc think of national interest when 
the powers which have the capacity to 
destory us, which have the capacity to 
destory our economics are not found in a 
climate in which assistance would be possi-
ble ? No country would wish to divert its 
resources for arms. But if you have a 
global climatc of confl'ci, then meagre 
resources are diverted to arms instead of 
feeding hungry mouths or eliminating 
poverty. Therefore Sir, 1 fully congratulate 
the Prime M inister, as I said earlier for his 
efforts in lessening global tension.

In this regard, may 1 add that another 
group of countries, the European Economic

Community has emerged as a powerfu1 
economic entity ? It is also emerging as a 
powerful political entity. We should streng-
then our relations with them in the hope oT 
lessening tensions in Europe which w'ill 
have its overflow in lessening the tension 
in o ther parts of the world.

Welcoming the Prime M inister's initia-
tive to engage in a meaningful dialogue 
with our neighbours, may I lake this 
opportunity to congratulate the Foreign 
Secretary and his colleagues for their efforts 
in building up this dialogue ? His visits to 
South Asian countries, to Sri Lanka, to 
Nepal and to Pakistan have been successful 
and I hope that there will be similar diaUv 
gue with the other neighbours of ours.

Sir, it should be a m atter of satisfaction 
for all of us that South Asian cooperation 
which went through a phase of great diffi-
culty, is now beginning to take shape. 
South Asia is, perhaps, the only region in 
the world which is without a regional insti-
tution and the building up of a South 
Asian Regional Organisation will be of 
great assistance to us both in terms of our 
economic development and in terms of 
creating a cooperative political climate. In 
this regard, we should rem em ber  that India 
is the largest country in South Asia and it 
is the only country which has common 
borders with all the others. No other South 
Asian country in this region, has a common 
border with any other country, except India 
and therefore the pressure is on us because 
we share common borders with many coun-
tries. Also Sir, there is expectation from 
us and in this regard, it is im portant that 
we build up our economy to assist our 
neighbouring countries in areas where they 
require assistance. If our neighbouring 
countries arc not in a position to derive 
meaningful economic cooperation with 
India and if Indian economy itself is weak 
or dependent on foreign collaboration, then 
there would be no incentive for them to 
come to us. They would rather wish to go 
to the original country from vhich we are 
seeking constant assistance. Therefore, 
South Asian cooperation will have meaning 
only if wc are able to strengthen o ur  
economy and be of assistance to them. In 
this regard, may I say that fortunately, 
India’s major differences are  only with one 
of our neighbours ? And I can only hope 
that the Government wjll leave no stone
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unturned lo search for lasting peace. The 
benefits of cooperation and the disadvan-
tage of confrontation are well-known and I 
need nor repeal ihem, Bui I would say 
that when we arc talking in terms of ‘no 
war p a d ’, in term s of ‘friendship treaty’ 
can we not add a clause for m utual assis-
tance, that in case there is an  aggression on 
one country, it will be regarded as aggression 
on both the countries ? Sir, 1 am not un-
mindful of the political differences. I am 
not unmindful o f the divergent perspec-
tives in the national capitals of South 
Asian countries But, we in our own coun-
try have learnt to live with variety and in 
that variety we have sought an identity. 
Could wc noi seek this identity of purpose 
in the variety of South Asian nations ?

I am also aware of the nuclear bomb, 
that Pakistan is reported to be manufac-
turing or may, even have it in its posses-
sion. But 1 dare say that even the bomb 
could lose its meaning if there were better 
cooperation between India and Pakistan. 
Should Pakistan announce its possession of 
the bomb, vvhal will we do ? What are the 
options for us ? Are we also going to go 
nuclear, or arc we are going to leave our-
selves unprotected, or are we going to seek 
a nuclear umbrella ? To these three options,
1 would add a fourth one. Let us come to 
an arrangement with Pakistan. Again, I 
say that I am not unmindful of the difficul-
ties. Bui ihcn, these difficulties will persist 
in international relations and wc have to 
find an answer to them. Sir, there was a 
suggestion that 1 had the honour to make 
many years ago about setting up an Asian 
Council of Ministers under ECAFE. I 
believe a meeting took place in Kabul also. 
Thereafter, we have not heard of it. 
Unfortunately, M r. Chairman, there is no 
Asian organisation except the Asian Games 
Committee. While we welcome healthy 
competition in games, I think that it is 
time when we build up other Asian institu-
tions of coopeiation. And I hope that 
the Government will take active interest 
in this.

Mr, Chairman, 1 cannot move away 
from South A^ia without a reference 
to Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka was a peaceful 
island. It is very beautiful. All of us at 
times sought to go there for a holiday 
That island has now been converted into an 
area of violent confrontation amongst the

people themselves. I cannot believe that 
there is no fall out of the growing im por-
tance of the Indian Ocean and the Super 
Power confrontation in th is area into the 
problems of Sri Lanka. Now, there is no 
doubt wc can understand the urges o f the 
people to seek equality and have protection 
in their country. We also would not wish 
to interfere in the internal affairs of a 
friendly country Therefore, 1 can only 
hope that Sri Lanka will, on its own, seek 
more effective assistance from the neigh-
bouring countries, fr m India, may be from 
other countries, in finding a solution to 
this very difficult problem. But our hearts 
do go out to the people in Sri Lanka who 
are suffering today, who are being killed 
and who are being denied the opportunity 
to live with their families.

15.20 hrs.

[SHRI SOMNATH RATH in the Chair]

' There arc  other areas of security 
interest lo India, to which I would have 
wisfied to refer, but unfortunately, we axe 
now tending to do away with debate on 
international relations, and we are com bi-
ning the Budget of llie External Affairs 
Ministry and the debale on international 
affairs into one. Therefore, I will have to 
deny myself the opportunity to refer to 
some other mailers. You have also pressed 
the bell.

1 would just wish to refer very briefly 
lo two aspects of the functioning of the 
Ministry of External Affairs. As 1 under-
stand ii, there is no clear-cut policy objec-
tive conveyed lo India's Missions abroa d, 
either for their countries o f accreditation, 
or regional or global requirements. Wc 
have now a senior person as Head of the 
Policy Planning Division of ihe M inistry 
of External Affairs; and it is my hope that 
specific policy objectives, both in political 
and economic terms, would be conveyed 
to our Missions, so that they can have all 
greater purpose, and also produce time- 
bound results.

1 would also suggest incorporating in 
the Ministry of External Affairs the con-
cept of area specialization with adequate 
compensation in difficult posts, so that 
there is a greater continuity in our policy, 
and also flow-back of inform alion.
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May I, with your permission, take this 
opportunity  to congratulate our Minister of 
State for External Affairs for the efforts he 
has been making to find peace in West Asia 7 
West Asia has been an unfortunate region 
which has gone through many upheavals in 
the course of history. Today again it is in 
the throes of serious conflict, not only 
between Iraq and Iran, but also in Leba-
non, which draws a lot of other Arab 
countries. 1 hope India, wilh its traditional 
friendship with Arab countries, will assist 
them in finding a peaceful solution, and 
a new life.

In conclusion, 1 wish to support the 
Demands of the Ministry of Exte/nal 
Affairs.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS M UNSl 
(Howrah) : F irst of all, I congratulate the 
Minister of Slate for External Affairs for 
his initiative, at the instance of the Prime 
M inister, to visit West Asia in recent 
times, at least lo persuade Iraq and Iran 
to end the war.

1 will not be ?ble to speak about all 
the countries, because lime is short; and the 
scope o f this debate is also limited. I will 
mostly confine myself to our relations with 
the neighbouring countries.

This is the Congress Centenary Year. 
The Indian N ational Congress from the 
very beginning had the concept of anti-im-
perialism and anti-colonialism. Ultimately, 
they became the concept of the people of 
this country from the days of the national 
struggle. 1 wish lhai in this Centenary Year, 
much more vigorcusly we exhibit ourselves 
in the international scene, especially in the 
case of Namibia, with the help of the 
non-aligned movement.

The foreign policy which was founded 
in our country actually by Pandit Jawahar- 
ial Nehru, and later on strengthened by 
Indira Ji, received wider response from 
other countries. The torch has now come 
into the luinds of our Prime Minister 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi, in his first speech, his 
emphasis was on the improvement of our 
relations with the neighbouring countries.

As you know, whatever theorizing wc 
may do ab ju t ihe concept of international 
relations, the basic thing is that no country 
in the world can afford to have any luxury 
in international policy m the cost of natio-

nal interests— no country in the world, 
whichever you may name. I feel strongly 
that the time has come for us also to 
consider first the national interest of India 
in this sub-continent, and then to deter-
mine our framework in the international 
global policy which we would like to 
pursue. Sometimes it happens. I do not 
blame anyone. It happens due to our mag-
nanimous approach to every matter, due 
to peace missions from the days of Lord 
Buddha. We sometimes do nol give that 
priority to our national interest concerning 
neighbours as we have done in the past.

The relations nowadays between a 
a country and a country is mainly depen-
dent on certain m atters, conflicts, disputes, 
treaties and settlements. But the fact 
remains that the relation is built between 
people to people to focus aspirations of the 
people from one part to other part. I feel 
much more diplomatic stranglehold can be 
sorted out by this Ministry and the govern-
ment : and in that field, I will refer to one 
aspect of the Annual Report, that is 
cultural relations between countries. We 
have in our possession the rich heritage of 
Indian culture and that too by a person 
whose eminence was recognised for the 
welfare of the Stale and for the contribu-
tion of world peace. But, 1 am sorry to 
say, whenever I travelled in any part 
of the world. 1 hardly felt the impact 
on behalf of the Indian people in that 
part of the world. The result is that 1 
feel that we arc missing something in 
our cultural link ; and that cultural 
link is the link of Tagore. I have seen in 
many parts of the world that they know 
India’s culture right from the days of Lord 
Buddha up to Tagore. Whenever I visited 
any part of the world, I found that in 
our cultural cooperation between the 
countries, Tagore always remained absent. 
1 do not know what are the reasons. I 
have t ravelled in many parts of South East 
Asia. 1 have travelled in Japan. I have 
found that they feel like that. But I do 
not know what our Ambassadors are doing 
there. They hardly try to negotiate with 
the people or involve themeslves in their 
aspirations through this* cultural link. 
The result is that the younger generations 
which are coming up in the modern days 
in various parts of the world, they remain 
busy with the nuclear tension, with the 
United Nations deliberations ; they foiget
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the tradition and cultural heiitage o f their 
countries, if  that could have been sorted 
out, I think much more contribution we 
can make for the revival of peace move-
ment in the world. When the Soviet Union 
talk to the people of other countries, they 
do not talk of the revolution of the Soviet 
Union and they talk of Maxim Gorky and 
other great people : they talk of many 
other great cultural heros of their nation. 
But while wc talk with the people of the 
other pans of the world to maintain our cul-
tural link, we talk of everything ; wc send 
folk dance troupe ; we send Bharatnatyam 
troupe ; we talk about many other things 
but don’t talk about Tagore's philosophy 
of Indian cultural link with some personal-
ly with those countries. The result is—it 
is my feeling—that they misunderstand us ; 
they lake it as a casual visit to their coun-
try for mere cultural link. These aspects, 
you kindly look into them.

In regard to our neighbourly relations, 
I share the agony of our friends in Tamil- 
nadu concerning developments in Sri Lanka. 
The fact remains that there were days when 
the concept of the united India was very 
much there. We never fell in those days— 
years and years before; thousands and thou-
sands years before—ihut Sri Lanka, Burma, 
the present day India, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan who were members of the common 
fraternity will face this kind of situation. 
But due to political compulsions, national 
struggle and many other developments, we 
arc now different independent sovereign 
country. But we cannot afford to ignore 
the aspirations of the Hindus inside 
P ak isan  and Bangladesh ; we cannot afford 
to ignore the aspirations of the Tamilians 
inside Sri Lanka : wc cannot afford to 
ignore the aspirations of the H indi speak-
ing Hindus inside Nepal or Bhutan. They 
also feel like this, 1 personally feel that 
these ethnic problems and many other 
problems are not the problems of one day. 
i am sorry to say, if you would have laid 
much more emphasis long back on this and 
conccntralcd on these issues, bipartite rela-
tions between countries and countries m the 
neighbouring areas, suddenly, these kmds of 
things would not have developed. F o r that, 
I do not blame anyone. I only feel that we 
should have done it earlier for maintaining 
much]; more improved relations with our 
neighbours.

1 will highlight two or three aspects

about Bangladesh and Pakistan in the 
recent times. The people of Bangladesh 
and the people of Pakistan, in their heart 
of heart, like to be friends with the 
people of India.

There is no denying the fact. Similarly 
the people o f India feel, and I personally 
feel that our functioning in those countries, 
especially those friendly countries must 
improve. Our Embassies and our Foreign 
M inistry officials and our Ambassadors 
should build people to people relations, a 
field where everyday we are failing, whether 
it is in Pakistan, or in Bangladesh.

M r. Chairman, our Foreign Office has 
been functioning in its own way, 1 do not 
want to blame them. But I would like to 
highlight a few things. 1 had been to Los 
Angeles for the Olympics. I found several 
K halislan activities, but 1 did not find any 
protest on the part of o l it  Embassy. I 
cameback and reported to our Prime 
Minister. There, in Los Angeles I did not 
find anybody talking about India's interest 
among (he people there. On the day of the 
Hockey Match 1 found only ten Indian 
boys wearing some T-shirts, whith the 
writing across the chest “ Wc feel proud, 
being Indians” . I asked them how they 
got those things, whether they got them 
from the Embassy. They told them that 
nobody talked to them. Nobody protested 
against anything, nobody stood by them I 
do not know what the Embassy people 
were doing.

But when I went lo China with the 
foot-ball team, I found the opposite there, 
The entire Embassy staff, including the 
Ambassador came out openly with the 
Indian boys and the Chinese team, and 
they mixed together. Shrimati G andhi 
sent a special message for that occasion 
also. 1 have seen such things. 1 want 
these things to be taken care o f by our 
foreign missions.

Mr. Chairman, coming to our relations 
with the neighbours, I want to say a few 
things. I am grateful lo my friend Shri 
Saifuddin Chowdhury, that he has rightly 
pointed out that our relations wiih our 
neighbours really do not depend on our 
interests, but powers from distant parts of 
the world interfere in the m atter and try to 
create problems It is a fact that there arc 
imperialist designs about the sub-continent
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and Bangladesh, Pakistan, and also about 
Sir Lanka by some other countries. That 
situation is compelling us to take some 
steps with regard to our neighbours. I icqu- 
cst the Government to concentrate much 
more on the bipartite relations with those 
countr'es and to persuade them to come to 
an understanding to evolve a common for-
mula. This is so not only for the people 
affected near the Indian Ocean but for 
other neighbours also. Otherwise, 1 feel 
that ihe machinations of Masad, of CIA 
and such activities will be felt by us. It 
will be difficult for us to face them, or 
protect our territory against all the intrus-
ions th?y are making. For example, let us 
look at the Chiitagong Fort in Bangladesh. 
We have been hearing of many designs about 
it. So also about the Karakoram line, Nepal 
border also we hear about some designs.
I therefore request the Minister that even 
if we feel that Pakistan or Bangladesh or 
Nepal for their national interests have their 
own compulsions, and may be apprehend-
ing something from us, it is for us to take 
the initiative to covincc them and do i t  
convincing ly—that we arc their friends. We 
should do it not by talk but by certain 
activities.

Let us take the issue of Gar.ga. 1 had 
been to Dhaka with the foot-b .ll team. I 
thought that they might be unhappy about 
the problems regarding Ganga. But I found 
that it was absolutely different. They said, 
“ We shared Ganga when it was united. We 
would like to share it even now.” I felt 
that there was no problem which we could 
not mutually settle. Liu, if we allow the 
United States to play a role in between, 
them Bangladesh will lose the Chittagong 
Fort, or something. We will lose something. 
These are the m atters to be taken up 
together by mutual friendship. I, therefore, 
request our hon. Minister to educate our 
foreign officials properly. They are good, 
educated, literate people but they should be 
trained to build people to people relations. 
That is most im portant. In many countries 
our foreign office officials just go to the 
parties when they arc invited, by local associa-
tions ; that will not help. They should build 
people to people relations which should make 
a positive impact on the people there.

I request our hon. M inister that in this 
centenary year of the Congress, we should 
tight against imperialism anti neo-colonial-

ism and India should once again take the 
prime initiative. 1 hope that as the 1-Jead of 
the NAM we should be able to do it, Be-
fore L conclude, 1 hope that we should b^ 
able to help Namibia also. 1 wish our Indo- 
Soviet friendship will continue to grow 
strongly against the imperialist forces and 
in making the Indian Sub-contincnt strong.

SHRI SHARAD DIGHE (Bombay 
N orth C entral) : I rise to support the De-
mands of the M inistry of External Affairs. 
While doing so, I would like to make 
certain observations regarding the policies 
of this Ministry.

it has been pointed out that there aro 
several tenets of the foreign nol icy of this 
country. According to me, there arc mainly 
three tenets on which our foreign policy 
has been based. These are our firm commit-
ment to disarmament, world peace and our 
leadership in the Non-Aligned Movement.

As far as disarmament is conccrncd, 
there has been much misconception about 
this idea. Many people think that with 
this disarmament talk merely nuclear pow-
ers are concerned, and that as far as the 
developing and small countries are concer-
ned, they will not be affected by this mad 
arms race and the failure of disarmament 
talk. It is absolutely a misconception. We 
shall have lo take a lead among the smaller 
countries and especially among the people 
of our country to arouse their awareness 
that unless this disarmament race is not 
halted, complete annihilation of the human 
race is awaiting us. Seriousness of this 
problem  will have to be shown. This 
movement should not be merely on the 
Government level but it may be converted 
into a people's movement as far as our 
country is concerned. Many people merely 
feel that it is unlikely that there would be 
any nuclear war ; this is only the war of 
nerves and ultimately nobody will strike as 
far as nuclear weapons are concerned. But 
I submit that this is also a wrong c o n c e p t-
ion. Any moment nuclear war can start. 
Especially a fanatic head of a Government 
may take a wrong decision and the chain 
of disaster may begin at any time. There-
fore, this problem should be very seriously 
viewed. More vigorous efforts will have lo 
be put in especially by the developing 
countrires like ours. I need not emphasise 
that disarmament, peace and development
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arc very much inter-connected. If we fail 
in one of these items, there will be no 
development. And as far as the developing 
countries are concerned, that is the end of 
the whole world. Therefore the developing 
countries like us should pay more attention 
to  the mad arms race and try our best and 
put in all o u r efforts to halt that. By this 
1 do not mean lhat our country is not 
doing anything in this direction. W hai I 
want to emphasise is that still more vigor-
ous efforts are neccssary in this direction. 
And more necessary is awareness among 
the people so lhat the whole world will be 
aware of this disastrous race and this pro-
blem. As I have stated, connected with 
this disarmament race is world pcace and I 
am glad to know that, not only as the 
Prime M inister o f this country but also as 
the Chairm an of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment, our Prime M inister has been doing 
whatever is possible in this direction. Take, 
for example, the conflict between Iran and 
Iraq which lias been going on for the last 
about four years and which is taking a 
very disastrous turn. Even the civilian 
population has been very dangerously hit 
and a lot of damage has been caused. Our 
Prime M inister rose to the occasion and 
issued an appeal to both these countries. 
Especially since both these countries have 
friendly relations with ou r country, it was 
possible lor our Prime M iniste ', as the 
Mead of the Non-Aligned Movement, to 
make an appeal for peace or to stop the 
aggression as far as tiiesc two countries are 
concerned. Not only an appeal was made 
but 1 am glad to know that even Secretar-
ies from the External Affairs Ministry also 
visited these countries and tried to persu-
ade the Heads o f both the countries to 
stop this mad war which may not end in 
the victory of either of them. And this 
was done in spite o f the fact that we had 
also received damage during this war. So 
far nine Indian ships, including Garware 
Shipping’s *Rishi Vishwamitra’ have been 
sunk, falling prey mainly to Iraq’s French- 
made super standard fighter bombers armed 
with the dreaded Exocct missiles ; twelve 
vessels, including VLCC Kanchenjunga and 
tanker Jag Pari, have also been damaged. 
Over 35 dhows were also lost. In spite of 
all this loss which we have suffered, we 
were gracious enough to appeal to both 
these countries for halting the war and to 
enter the era of peace and come to the 

negotiating table.

As far as our neighbours are concerned, 
from the very beginning we have been 
unfortunate to have unfriendly neighbours. 
When we achieved freedom, we thought wc 
were having friendly relations with China 
bu t unfortunately we got a bad experience 
and we were attacked by that very friend 
with whom we thought we were having 
friendly relations. Similarly, to Pakistan 
also, who is our neighbour, we have always 
been extending o u r  hand of friendship, but 
on several occasions wo had a b itter ex-
perience. Even today also, though very 
sweet words are being used by the Head of 
that State, the action has always been anti- 
Indian. Therefore, we have to be alert as 
far as these neighbours are concerned.

I may finally refer to Sri Lanka. As far 
as the Sri Lanka problem is con.-erned, 
though it is an ethnic problem we have to 
be very alert in this respect. Nearly 40,000 
refugees have come to our country...O tff''- 
ruption).

SOME H O N ’BLE MEMBERS : One
lakn, not 40,000.

SHRI SHARAD D1GHE : It may be
one lakh. It is the feeling of the common 

/  man in this country, though it may not be 
correct, that when so many refugees are  
coming to our country and when Tamil 
inhabitants have been suffering there, we 
should take some stern action. After my 
election to this august House, 1 was feli-
citated in D harav  colony of Bombay and 
there some common people who were 
Tamilians, made an appeal to me lhat 
when I go to Parliament, L should plead 
for stern action as far as Sri Lanka is con-
cerned. So, this is the feeling of tne 
common man. Therefore, even though in 
this respect political soluiion is necessary, 
I urge upon the Governm ent to pay proper 
attention to it and  if necessary use diplo-
matic pressure on Sri Lanka so that the 
Tamilians do not suffer any more.

With these words 1 support the Demands.

SHRI KOLANDA1VELU (Gobicheui- 
palayam) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, at the out-
set 1 welcome the D-imunds of the Mini-
stry of External Affairs. There is a dictum 
saying : ‘To b-' Tore-warned is to be fore-
arm ed.’

Foreign policy of this Government Has
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been well-built for the last three decades 
from the days of Pandit Jawaharlal N ehru 
up to this day. Wc have to m aintain well 
the foreign policy because some foreign 
powers just like the United States and 
other countries want to spoil o u r image in 
some manner or other

1 had been to Togo, the West African 
c o u n t ry ,  for attending the lnter-Parlia- 
mentary Union Conference in the last week 
of March. The team was headed by our 
hon. Speaker. Myself and six other Mem-
bers of this House and the Rajya Sabha 
had been there Item No. 4 in that Confe-
rence was actually brought by our Hon. 
Speaker and a resolution was passed to 
that efTcct. Our Speaker and myself spoke 
on the Disarmament Policy in that C on-
ference. When the Resolution was about 
to be p is d, the United Slates and other 
countries wanted lo have a voting on the 
Resolution. That resolution was passed by 
a majority oT 702 votes against 167 votes. 
That itself make clear that almost all coun-
tries want pcacc, bul the Uniled States and 
other countries want to spoil the image 
o f India.

L ater 1 went to West Germany. There 
some of the Indian people had informed 
us that the West German Government 
itself uas taking steps lo tarnish the image 
of India. They were showing so many 
pictuics from India depicting the preve- 
lance of beggars etc. to the West German 
people and to the non-resident Indians 
there. Not only that some of the Punjabi 
Sikhs are taking asylum there. They are 
given incentives and even accommodation in 
five-star hotels and thousands of rupees 
are being sent from West Germany to Pun-
jab to encourage anli-lndia activities there. 
1 want to call the attention of the hon. 
Minister what actually his department is 
doing to stop such unfriendly acts on the 
part of a foreign country. These happerings 
clearly show thai we are do;ng some 
mistake in our foreign relations and that 
that must be set right.

Now 1 come to the Sri Lanka issue. 
Actually this issue is not a new one. For 
the last two deeadcs th.s issue lias been 
alive and you arc aware that the Indian 
sea is now inundated with Tamil blood. 
Actually ihc Tamilians are suffering a lot 
there. You may be aware of this bul you

want that this problem should be settled 
by dialogue. You must also not lose sight 
of the fact that in spite of your concilia-
tory attitude the problem is not being 
solved Therefore, I would call upon the 
Prime Minister and the External Affairs 
Minister to solve the probler. immediately 
and see that there is a settlement of the 
Tamilian problem in Sri Lanka at the 
earliest.

SHRI ViJAY N. PATIL (Erandol) : 
Sir, 1 rise to support the Demands for 
G rants of the External Affairs M inistry. At 
the same time I would like to make some 
suggestions.

Sir, as my friend, Mr. Faleiro has 
mentioned earlier, in some countries India 
is considered to be a country of snake- 
charmers. In other countries, specially in 
the developed countries, some people think 
India as a counlry of beggars, while some 
African countries think that India is a coun-
try of shopkeepers. Our propaganda media 
should be evenly spread lo paint a good 
picture of our country. W ith millions of 
people living in India we have become 
self-sufficient in food and vve are in fact 
giving food aid to other countries just as 
wheat is given to M auritius. About 10.000 
tonnes of wheat was given to M auritius 
recently, as announced by llv  Prime Minis-
ter As Chairperson of non-aligned nations 
we have assumed more responsibility in 
Ihe m atter of external affairs. But as we 
sec, the strength of the staff in our Embas-
sies in different countries has not increased 
much since Independence. Of course, the 
task of the External Affairs Ministry had 
started in right earnest after the Indepen-
dence and our High Commission in London 
is having some staff which runs into hun-
dreds, bu t in our other High Commissions 
and Embassies we do not have sufficient 
staff. Even our Scientific Adv,sers are 
ihere only in four countries. So, I would 
suggest thal there should be sufficient 
strength so that whcnevci we talk about 
mutual cooperation, economic and social 
cooperation, we have our infrastructure 
to coordinate these activities.

Sir, this century has witnessed so many 
important world events and the relations 
between ihe countries have been compli-
cated since World War 1 and World War
II. Before World War I there were no wasr on
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a large scale to  be called as World Wars 
and after the Second World W ar we have 
seen the holocaust which has prom pted 
all the countries in the world to think 
about peace. And with the invention of 
latest nuclcar missiles we are thinking more 
in terms of avoiding the Third World War 
and for that, different agencies are making 
sincerc and serious efforts to avoid the 
Third World W ar. But the nuclcar tests are 
continued by the developed countries and 
these nuclear tests have to be stopped at 
any cost. As Chairperson of Non-aligned 
N ations India has assumed more respon-
sibility of acting seriously in this direction. 
Sir, in the M inistry of External Affairs, we 
think of mutual friendship with neighbour-
ing countries developed Inrough m utual coo-
peration and pcace. The friendship with our 
neighbouring countries is one of the aspects 
which is occupying our mind in recent 
years. Our neighbouring eountiies, most 
of them, arc small as compared to the 
population of India and the size of India. 
That is why, in some countries, they have 
got a fear in their mind about Ind ia’s 
population and India's vastness. Therefore, 
our relations with them should be friendly 
and cordial and we are trying to give aids 
and economic assistance to them. Recently, 
Bhutan has been given assistance in different 
areas. Bangladesh is also given economic 
assistance. But Bangladesh is having a 
stiff attitude about the construction of 
fencing wire along the border which also 
requires our attention. We can give assis-
tance to Bangladesh by providing hydel 
power station on the rivei Teesta. We 
can increase our economic assistance to 
other countries also.

But in Pakistan because o f the provision 
of arms by America—F-16 bombers—deve-
lopment o f Islamic bomb and the training 
of extremists inside the Pakistan territory, 
we are having a little strained relation 
with her. Let us hope that over the years 
the relation would improve further. W ith 
our neighbouring countries like Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh, we 
have good relations.

W ithin the Non-Aligned world, we 
need to know each other more thoroughly 
for having mutual cooperation in economic 
development and for this, the idea of 
NAMEDIA is very good because the picture

given in a developed country, in a Western 
country about the developing countries is 
not true to its nature. The Western media 
agencies are subject to the control of their 
powers like A.P. and U.P.I These agencies 
o f America have lost the credibility. In 
1973, the credibility was 30%. In 1981, 
it had come down to 16% as reported in 
the world news report. But the people in 
the developing world still tend to believe 
what is written in the newspaper of those 
developed countries regarding the develo-
ping countries.

I would like to suggest to the External 
Affairs Min ster one thing. We are entering 
into the new field of space. We are having 
a mission to Antarctica and we are explo-
ring the ocean. In these fields also, new 
treaties and new laws a t the international 
level are to be framed. New treaties are 
to be entejed into and wc should not lose 
time in entering into new treaties and new 
agrecmennts as far as the use of space and 
exploration of ocean is concerned. Expe-
dition to Antarctica should not be confined 
to expedition only. We should make use 
of the resources available there along with 
the other countries which have made such 
expeditions.

At the end, I wouid like to commend 
the efforts made by our late Prime Minis-
ter when she was the Chairperson o f NAM 
and afterwards by Shri Rnjiv Gandhi, who 
is now occuping the chairmanship of NAM.

Lastly, coming to Iran-1 raq wars, we 
are trying to bring about peace in that 
region. The hon. Minister and the Delega-
tion that went with him made their efforts 
to bring them together on one table But 
there are other countries also which are 
worrying us. The challenges before tne 
Ministry o f External Affairs are many more, 
I would suggest that let us face these 
challenges in a proper perspective and, as 
the Chairperson of NAM, let us be hopeful 
of bringing about pcace n the world.

SHRI G. G. SWELL (Shillong) : Mr. 
C hairm an, Sir, in an annual debate on the 
Demands of the Ministry of External Affai-
rs, one is tempted to make a survey of the 
world situation and to find out whether the 
Ministry has succeeded, where it has failed, 
where it has done a good job and where it 
has done a bad job.
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PRO F. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja-
p u r)  : A former Ambassador is the besl
person to review it.

SHRI G. G. SWELL : The Ministry
w ould of course like to say that they have 
d o n e  a good job despite the problems, des-
p ite  the difficulties. In the present regional 
situation  in which we find ourselves, one is 
tem pted also lo lash at certain groups and 
parties and to say that the difficulties, the 
problem s, would have been resolved but 
for the man on the olher side of the fence. 
However, 1 would not like to be dragged 
into these areas. They are big subjects by 
themselves.

I would, however, make cursory referen-
ces to our relations with our immediate 
neighbours. Pakistan is not the friendlier, 
is not lhe readier, to settle differences with 
us despii (he to-mg and fro-ing at high 
level and all the namby-pamby about no-
war friendship and cooperation. We have 
m our hands tens of thousands of Sri Lan-
kan citizens as refugees in our country. 
Tnousands more are coming every day 
which is disquietingly reminiscent of the 
days before the liberation of Bangladesh. 
In Bangladesh itself, after the suppression 
o f civil and p jliiica l rights of the people 
of Bangladesh, we see evidence of increasing 
sabre-ratlhng across the border from Assam, 
from Meghalaya, from Tripura and from 
Mizoram. One has only lo read the daily 
papers to know what is happening there 
1 have a feeling that all this is being built 
up to solve certain internal problems in 
Bangladesh. The problem has spilt into 
India; it has spilt into my part of the coun-
try. You know it better than anybody else.

W ith our great neighbour, China there
is temporarily a kind of gemuiliehkeit but 
the relations simmer. The rivalry is inbuilt 
and it would appear to me that we arc 
losing out to the Chinese almost in every 
sphere of activity. Wc are losing out lo 
them in oil production; we are losing out
10 them in food production; we are losing 
ouL to them in family control, in popula-
tion control. One has only lo listen to the 
news of yesterday that the world’s popula-
tion has been signilkantly reduced because, 
they say, of the success of China lo curb 
its population growth.

We are losing out to them in sports, in 
exports, in political clout, including in 
relation our immediate neighbours.

It may be news to you but it is not 
news to many that in the last one year it-
self, Chinese exports in terms o f small arms 
and ammunition lo the third world includ-
ing our immediate neighbours Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka am ounted to one 
billion dollars.

I am surprised to learn I ha t behind the 
present Iranian durability and the present 
resilience of Iran in its war with Iraq, it is 
the Chinese arms funnelled througn N orth 
Korea. It is the Chinese trainers in Iran 
who arc  behind the strength and the resili-
ence of Iran. Where are we ? We do a lot 
of talking. I am not against that, But I 
want to put it to you that our status, our 
standing in the world, out solution of prob-
lems even with our neighbours, can never 
be solved by high falutin phraseology. It is 
through hard-ware and it is the hard-ware 
that speaks and conveys the message. The 
Minister of Stale is here. I hope he will 
convey it to his Ministry and 1 wonder if 
he can give us some light as to why we 
have fallen so much behind China in every 
respect. I say this but. It docs not mean 
that 1 have a recipe lhat you have to do 
this or you have to do that. The situation 
is bad enough. Nobody can have a recipe 
but what I say to the hon. M inister and 
the Ministry is this. If you eannoi control 
the situation, hold on if you can but, do 
nol try to increase your troubles, do not 
try by your actions, by your commissions 
or omissions, open new frontiers of trouble 
for yourselves.

In this conncclion, I would like to read 
out a small news item which was serviced 
by the Associated Press from Rangoon. It 
says this :

“ Burmese leader Ne Win, “ a highly- 
esteemed old friend of the Chinese peo-
ple”  as described by Chinese President 
Li Xiannian, is to pay another visit— 
his twelfth—to China as Sino-Burmcse 
ties reach new heights.

Ne Win spent 75-minutes ^with the 
76 year old Chinese President, whom 
President San Yu described as “ a good 
friend of Burma for many years,” dur-
ing his recent week long Stale visit 
here early this month.

Li, who said Ne Win has all along 
taken a keen interest in enhancing Sino



285 D.G. {Gent), 1985-86 CHAITRA 19, 1907 (SAKA) D,G. (Geni)t 1985-86 286

Burmese friendship, flew into Rangoon 
on the eve of the Burmese ‘tabaung’ 
(full moon night) festival, leading a 40- 
strong entourage plus a 27-man 
media corps.

There were immediate results dur-
ing the visit described by Li as “ most 
rewarding.” Ch.na made a gift project, a 
national theatre, and may increase ms 
purchase of rice and teak from Burma.'

The press in Tndia practically took no 
note of this. I am sure the M inistry of 
Foreign Affairs also did the same. You 
may ask this. What is the significance in 
the visit of one Head of State to another 
country 0

“ The Chinese President visits Burma. 
So what ?” You may say that. But the 
significance is here. It is well known that 
Chinese top leaders do not move out of 
their country; They arc not globe-trotters. 
But whenever they move out, it is accord-
ing to a welMaid out plan, according to 
their priority. And if I am not m istaken, 
this is the first time that the President of 
China has moved out from China on a 
State visit to another country, and lie chose 
Burma as the first country to visit.

Second, Sir, the strong man in Burma 
today is U Ne Win. His word is law...

MR. CHAIRM AN : Please try to con-
clude.

SHRI G. G. SW ILL : How can *e 
participate in a discussion like this ? If you 
want, 1 can just sit down. 1 have just 
started.

MR. CHAIRMAN : PI ease continue.

SHRI G. G. SWF1 I : 1 am just saying, 
I am warning, I am telling you nere today 
that, if we are not carcful, the next inva-
sion to India, if wc come into confiicl with 
China, will not only be down the Himala-
yan escarpm ent, but through Burma, by 
land and sea. The shadow of China is 
dominating on Burma today. Do you like 
it ? Arc you aware of it ? Sir, I will beg 
of you to give me five minutes more. Let 
me clarify this point.

The strong man in Burma today is still 
U Ne Win. After he hud relinquished his 
Presidentship ,n 1983 and retained for him-

self only the Chairm anship of Burma’s only 
legal political party, the Burma Socialist 
Programme Party, he had refused to meet 
any other Head of State on a visit to 
Burma; he refused to meet the Hungarian 
President in 1983; he refused lo meet the 
President of Yugoslavia who paid a visit 
there before coming to Delhi to attend the 
Non-Aligned Conference at that tiirc.

AN llO N . MLMBER : Why does he 
refuse ?

SHRI G. G. SWELL : Because he had 
his own ways. That is a different m atter 
and I do not have the time.

But in the case of the President of 
China, he not only received him which is 
a departure and, therefore, amazing lo the 
world, but also decided to pay a return 
visit to China in return for this visit.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I have many things 
to say. But let me say this that Burma is 
our immediate neighbour, that Burma is 
the third largest neighbour-country that we 
have, that our boundary with Burma, land 
and sea together, is the second longest—if 
you do not know - after our boundary with 
China. But whereas our boundary with 
China runs along high, snowy, inaccessible 
m ountain region, our land border with 
Burma runs through low hills and meadows 
and down through the sea. We liave the 
largest sea-boundary with Burma, and I put 
it to you, Mr. Chairman, and through you 
to the M inistry that the sea-boundaries, in 
the near future, are going to be much more 
im portant than the land-boundaries. W ith 
the Burmese, we have to settle the questions 
of fishing, we have to settle the questions 
of the hydro-carbons under the sea-bed, we 
have to settle the questions of pulymctallie 
nodules of the sea-bed We are entering 
that frontier. Is Burma less im portant than 
any other country ? Burma is the largest 
single land mass in the whole of South 
East Asia. It is naturally, potentially, the 
richest country. Oil is there. It is a rice- 
exporter. The Food & Agriculture Organi-
zation says that it has the capacity of being 
the largest r ice-exporier in the world in the 
near future. It has the higest stock of hard 
and valuable wood in the world. Ii has 
precious stones. It has oil, on-shore and 
off-shore.

U has hydel power. It is one country 
vt\ the world that can be said to be truly
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self-sufficient What is our presence in 
Burma to-day ? Non-existent, nothing. 
Commercially, the Japanese dominate the 
scerce Then, the South Koreans and then 
the Frcnch arc tnere and politically the 
Chinese dominate the scene. This is the 
picture. What is our national interest ? I 
want to ask. What is the course of our 
foreign policy till today '? We have been 
doing too much the work of a fire brigade. 
That is what we are doing. We do not 
anticipate the troubles and when troubles 
occur we all run helter-skelter and get into 
each other’s way and make a lo t o f noise 
and make the situation worse. We face no 
troubles. We have no problem with Burma. 
But that does not mean that there will not 
be troubles tomorrow. We have not antici-
pated what should be our role in that 
country. I would ask the Minister of State 
to take over the brief since you are nodd-
ing your head and 1 am grateful to you 
that you have given me this much time. 
Otherwise, 1 was a l'ttle  bit confused becau-
se of the shortness of time. I would ask 
you that even today if you want to make 
up, wake up. If  you don’t, then let it be 
written today in this House at this moment 
that one Member of Parliament has men-
tioned this. But what you are going 
to do, I really do not know. There were 
many opportunities. I had the good for-
tune of being the Ambassador of this coun-
try in Burma. Therefore, I speak with some 
knowledge, I knew what was being done. I 
als.' know that if I had not taken up cer-
tain issues directly with the Prime M inister 
herself, the late, lamented, beloved Ind ira  
Gandhi who undrstood, I would have got 
nowhere if 1 had gone through the norma! 
bureaucratic processes. There is a lack of 
imagination here. 1 think the minds of the 
External Affairs Ministry are all too Euro 
and America centrix. Even when we talk 
about our neighbours, it is only from  the 
lips. The real interests perhaps lie some-
where in Europe or America. I think it is 
time that we change our attitude that we 
have more of national pride. We have more 
of national commitment, that we think m ore 
of our own national interests. After all it 
is in terms of what you are in relation with 
your neighbours that will determ ine your 
status or your success in the world.

SHRI BRAJAMOHAN MOHANTY 
(Puri) : 1 support the Demands. At the 
outset, 1 must submit that since I would

have no time to make speeches, 1 would 
only refer to certain problems we see in 
our international diplomacy.

Our commitment, as it has been defi-
ned, is to strengthen the United Nations 
system. How far is it possible to  do it ? 
Certain super powers—here I mean the 
USA has categorically slated that countries 
which do not support them in the United 
Nations Organisation will not be entitled 
to American aid. Their whole purpose is 
to cripple the U N  organisation, the UN 
system itself and they want that it should 
become another wing o f the White House. 
This is a new phenomena that mankind 
has to confront with.

1619 hr*.

[SHRI SHARAD D IG H E in the Chair]
If  the UNO goes out o f the picture and 

i t  is controlled by one super power, then 
what will happen ? In the particular 
background of a nuelear war which is just 
hanging over our heads, and in an atmos-
phere where there is a proposal for star 
war that is defence research programme in 
space to which the NATO countries’ 
adm inistrations have agreed, and even they, 
because the people of those countries are 
opposed to it have a fear that they will be 
thrown out of power because it is the 
people’s voice—W hat will happen to man-
kind ? In that background one can ima-
gine the fate of mankind and how we can 
serve the cause o f peace. I would submit 
before you how USA wants to cripple 
UNESCO. Not only USA but Canada is 
also trying to come out of it and stop 
contributions. They are opposed to inter-
national economic order and international 
inform ation order. The problem is how to 
strengthen the UNO. ?

Now, Sir, what is happening in South 
Africa ? There black people are being 
butchered. They are being butchered by 
black police. One tribe has been set aga-
inst another tribe. In that country what 
is the policy of USA. ? The policy is non- 
punitive constructive engagement. Should 
there be not economic sanctions against 
South Africa ? Blacks are being dumped 
in one area so that the white minority can 
rule over them. The situation is very distres- 
sir.p. There must be all out economic 
sanctions against South Africa. Our Prime 
Minister must take steps in that direction.



289 D.G. (Genl), 1985-86 CHAITRA 19. 1907 (S/ltf/l) D.G- (Gent), 1985-86 290

As far as West Asia is concerned I congra- 
tulte the Prime Minister. The Minister of 
State for External Affairs visited both the 
countries -Iran  and Iraq—to bring about 
an end to war. Although both lian  and 
Iraq welcomed his visit yet it has not been 
possible to end the war. As a m atter of 
fact the war has escalated. The problem 
is how to end the war between Iran and 
Iraq. My submission would be that let 
Soviet Union persuade both Iran and Iraq 
as both the countries are receiving military 
assistance from Soviet Union.

Now I come lo Sri Lanka. There ihe 
problem is different. Indian government 
has been persuading Sri Lankan authorities 
for a political negotiation but this has not 
become possible because some other forces 
which are working against peace and UNO 
system itself a re  working there. Heads of 
State of U .K ., USA and other heads of 
State should persuade Sri Lanka for a poli-
tical solution o f the issue. Sri Lanka 
should be persuaded to come to negotiat-
ing table. Tamilians cannot be eliminated. 
U ltim ately the Tamil people must get their 
legitimate right to live in that country and 
share the responsibility.

As regards Pakistan there is this third 
Secretaries confcrence. Now, there has 
been consensus to bring about a change in 
the atmosphere of confrontation and hosti-
lity but only in today’s papers I have seen 
the American weaponary wlvch P ak istan is  
getting and that is being amassed in Islama-
bad. Photos of this weaponary were shown 
to the Prime M inister. So, both the things 
cannot go together. My submission is that 
inspitc of our effort for cordial relationship 
with Pakistan wc should not forget the 
basic consideration that so far as Pakistan 
is concerned it is attached io USA and the 
basic policy of Pakistan is influenced by 
USA and not formulated in Islamabad. So, 
the danger to pcace and existence lo man-
kind comes from one source of which we 
have to be careful. Now, Sir a few days 
ago, the subjocl of ‘Aid lo India’ was 
being debated upon. The explanation of 
the U.S. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was that they are 
trying to improve the relationship with 
India so that this year's American aid may 
be okeved. Bui we must be careful where 
the danger to peace and human existence is 
eoming from. USA has aii along subordi-
nated its ideology to diplomatic strategy.

Sir, who does not know that Pakistan is 
now about to m anufacture (or, has already 
m anufactured) nuclear or atom ic weapons ? 
Who does nol know that they are in pos-
session of the most sophisticated delivery 
systems in the world ? All the time 
America is supnlying the most sophisticated 
weaponry to Pakistan. Recently there are 
reports that 500 missiles have been supplied 
by America to Pakistan lo be fitted in F-16 
and Chinese-supplied Fighter-Planes. This 
is what is happening. So, my submission 
is this. Let there be all effort made for 
having cordial relationship with Pakistan. 
But we must be very cautious of the lim ita-
tions of Pakistan Government itself.

Regarding Bangladesh, there are many 
problem s with us. Water problem is there. 
The problem of territorial demarcation is 
there. Boundary disputes are there. The 
problem of properties of Indian nationals 
is there. But the basic factor Is this. 
Bangladesh itself is in difficulties. An 
a tttm p t is made to transform  secular State 
into a theocratic State. That is what is 
happening there. That is why popular 
unrest is growing more and more in Bangla-
desh. The democratic upsurge of people 
is being suppressed there. This is a period 
in , which it is rather difficult for them to 
settle any problem with India. We are 
only putting up fences within our own 
territory. But why should they come for-
ward and object to it ? This is not 
correct.

Regarding Soviet Union, the declaration 
about the deployment of missiles should 
be unilatarally slopped. But what is the 
response of USA to it ? The Soviet Union 
deserves our congratulations and the con-
gratulations of the people of the world as 
a whole for their contribution to the cause 
of peace and the survival of mankind. We 
want war to be eliminated from the world 
for all time to come. That is why the 
Soviet Union deserves our congratulations. 
But the response from the USA is ml.

PROF. N .G . RAN G A  ( Gun t u r .  : They 
are going to meet now.

SHRI BRAJA MOHAN MOHANTY : 
What is the harm if the deployment of 
missiles had been eliminated in between 
these talks ? Actually, by that step, the 
possibilities of negotiation would have 
been enhanced. But that was noi done.
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‘Star W ar’ and other preparations arc in 
fact threatening mankind.

Regarding Nepal and Bhutan, they are 
very friendly to us. There is no doubt about 
it. But one thing we must remember. There 
are forces working inside Nenal and Bhutan 
which are trying to alienate these countries 
from India. We should not forget that. 
But today what we find is that there are 
forces working within Nepal and Bhutan 
which are directly working against India. I 
would request the hon. M inister of Exter-
nal Affairs to be very cautious about it and 
to guard against these forces. In spite of 
our best efforts to give all economic assis-
tance, these forces are working against us. 
Therefore wc should be very, very careful.

W ith these words 1 support the De-
mands and I congratulate the hon. Prime 
M inister for his really positive efforts to 
establish peace and to end war and conflict 
in various parts of the world,

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (B asirhat) : 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, there is no 
need, I think, for any of us to repeat the 
fact that in general the foreign, policy pur-
sued by this Government and the previous 
Governments has the general support of 
the House and of the country because 
broadly speaking this policy, I think, has 
been serving the national interest and so, 
as for as that goes, I have nothing to say, 
but when we are having a debate on the 
Demands for Grants, there are some 
aspects. I cannot, of course, refer to 
everything in this limited time. There are 
some aspects on which we have some doubts 
and some questions and I hope the Govern-
ment will lake (lie opportunity of this 
discussion to give us some more informa-
tion about these matters. For example, 
Sir, a few days ago, we read in the paper 
th a t the Prime Minister had criticised the 
way in which the United States of America 
was surreptitiously encouraging the Pakis-
tani authorities to go ahead with the deve-
lopment of a nuclear weapon. He said that 
the USA appears to be looking the other 
way while Pakistan is going on with its 
plan of making perhaps a bomb and it 
may be that we will suddenly be one day 
faced with a fa it accompli. This is in fact a 
serious statement to make. 1 want to know 
if the Government has reliable inform ation 
if you don’t think so. Why should the Prime

M inister talk like this ? If this is the 
situation, why do I find that Shri Romesh 
Bhandri having just returned from Islama-
bad has given a glowing certificate to the 
friendly intentions of President Zia and 
has said that he found Ihere during his 
visit every sign that a new chapter of 
understanding is about to usher in ? I wish 
it were so. But these two statem ents I 
can’t reconcile very easily with each other. 
Of course, if we arc ever lo make headway, 
material headway in the quest for friend-
ship with Pakistan, 1 think that would be 
the best insurance for us aganist the possi-
ble conflict in the future and against the 
threat of a possible nuclear capability being 
developed by Pakistan. But about the 
progress of these we know very little. Also, 
Sir, a t page 2 of this report, it says and I 
quote :

“ Detailed discussions on the two drafts 
o f the ‘Friendship Treaty’ proposed by 
India and the ‘No-W ar Pact' proposed 
by Pakistan resulted in a convergence 
of views on certain aspects, though 
differences continued to remain on 
some of the basic concepts.”

This kind of a diplom atic sentence can 
mean anything and can mean nothing also. 
This is a norm al kind of sentence which 
you use to confuse people. 1 am glad that 
Mr. Ranga is here to encourage me with all 
his comments. This is one thing on which 
we would like some clarifications now 
because you have sent your Foreign Secre-
tary to Pakistan, he had talks and he has 
come back and in the background and the 
other kind of statem ent made by the Prime 
M inister warning us that something else is 
going on, where exactly do we stand now 
and what is the position regarding these 
two drafts ? We would like to know som e-
thing more concrete and more detailed. A 
question has already been posed and it is 
going to be posed more and more in the 
coming days and I don’t expect the G overn-
ment to give a clear answer here and now. 
But they must be thinking ahead. If  a 
stage comes where all our efforts at friend-
ship and cooperation wiih the present 
Pakistani Governm ent arc frustrated, and 
if it comes about that Pakistan is on the 
verge of reallv developing a nuclear 
W i ' a p o n ,  then what is the stand the present 
G overnm ent of India is thinking of adopt-
ing ? There would be three options open
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to us. One option is that we remain as
wc are. In the past we have taken a firm 
stand against developing any kind of
nuclear bomb, though we have the techni-
cal capability, if wc so desire. Wc have 
si uck firmly lo our position that we will 
use our nuclear knowhow only for peaceful 
purposes. We can continue to stick to 
that. The second option may be
that we can also join the race, join the 
nuclear club as it were, if Pakistan joins. 
The third option is that wc depend on 
somebody else ; wc go under somebody’s 
umbrella. I do not know, you may say 
that it is too prem ature to think of these 
things now, but the reports that keep 
pouring in certainly point to the need of 
the Government thinking ahead, planning 
ahead and sooner or later telling this 
country what is the  option that they would 
prefer.

As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, Shri 
Jayawardene has recently paid a visit to 
Pakistan and there has been some sort of 
a jo in t communique which claims that the 
two Presidents have reached an accord 
against use of violence and terrorism . On 
the other hand, we have also been active 
in talking to the Sri Lankan Government 
and authorities and we are told that vve 
have also reached a jo in t stand with Sri 
Lanka and that seems to include one 
item which is that until terrorism and 
violence stop, there can be no fruitful 
dialogue for a peaceful solut on. I do not 
know if this is a correct report which has 
appeared. For terrosism and violence in 
Sri Lanka who is the main culprit ? 
Whose leg is in the boot ? It is one of 
the few countries in this part of the world, 
where the army itself is perpetrating the 
worst type of terrorism and violence agai-
nst Tamilians in Sri Lanka. W'hat exactly 
are we proposing to do, 1 do not know. 
1 am against this talk of our taking very 
strong action without spelling out whai 
people want. Some people a few months 
ago were advocating that we send our 
armed forces to invade Sri Lanka. We 
should not do that; we should not be 
provoked into that, whether one likes it or 
not. But something has to be done. Flow 
of refugees into our country is threatening 
to turn into a flood. One report that I 
have read said that Mr Bhandari on his 
visit to Colombo had suggested some sort

of a package formula to Shri Jayawardene 
for a solution o f this crisis in Sri Lanka,
which includes that the army should
return to its barracks in the Tamil majority 
areas. On the other side, the terrorist
acts should stop and district councils, 
whatever they are, should be sci up and 
amnesty should be declared for people 
who are arrested and lying in prison. I 
do not know whether the TULF would 
agree to such terms, but 1 would like
to know whether some type of package 
formula like this has been suggested from 
our side and if so, what is the reaction 
of Sri Lankan authorities so far ?

I would like to know what is the wo rk 
that we arc doing among the overseas 
Indians. 1 am referring, of course, par-
ticularly now to the problem of Sikhs who 
have settled abroad, in Canada, the USA 
and Britain. We know that among them a 
great deal o f disquieting propaganda is 
going on and we arc seeing the fruits of 
it also and  plenty of reports are available 
now as lo what kind of sentiments are 
being worked up or have been worked up 
among them. Mr. Jagjeet Singh Chohan 
wrote a letter 10 Mrs. Margaret Thaicher, 
which has been leleased to press in London 
on the 27th of M arch. In that letter 
there is one sentence, which I quote

‘ 1 have been re-assured by the stand
of Her Majesty’s Government in respect
of my domicile as well as my activities
and statements in this country.”

I do not kiunv what assurance was given 
by Her M ajesty’s Government. But Mi. 
Jagjeei Singh C hilian says that he is 
reassured by \vh; t Her Majesty's Govern-
ment has told him about his activities and 
statements. On the other hand, wc are 
being assured repeatedly, and 1 believe 
Mrs. Thaicher is paying a flying 
visit lo I his country in the near future, 
we sue told ihui ihey have assured 
our Governm ent that they will iry to 
pul a curb or a restriction on this type 
of anti-Indian ae ivities in the Uniled 
Kingdom. But. please tell us, what is the 
position. Some work has got to be dune inde-
pendently among the Indians who are 
living abroad. Of course, many of these 
people have ceased to be Indian citizens. 
They have become UK nationals. That 
is a different m atter. But we must inten-
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sify our independent work among the 
Indian community living abroad and not 
depend only on our High Commissions or 
our Embassies who have to do some official 
work now and then. Some initiative should 
be tnkcn for mobilising people. There 
are plenty oT people there, our own people, 
who are thoroughly opposed to this kind 
o f terrorist, extremist and secessionist 
activities. What does Government of India 
do to encourage active participation and 
mobilisation of Indians there against this 
type of activities ?

Then S irT our young Prime M inister is 
shortly going out on his formal, official, 
shall I say, Odyssey to the Soviet Union 
and to the United States and so on. He 
has said in an interview to the Hindustan 
Times on the 2nd of this m onth, and 1 
quote :

"R eferring to his visit, when asked 
about the goals of his visit to  the USA, 
next June he has said, ‘T think one of 
the most im portant things would be 
to get to know each other on a perso-
nal level so that misconceptions can be 
removed.’ ".

That means that some sort of personal 
equation with President Reagan might help 
to remove what he admits a**e misconcep-
tions. Of course, I d o  not kno w.  But in 
age I am rather senior to the Prime Minis-
ter and I do not think you will object to 
that. His father was a friend of mine and 
he used to study with me in tng land  in the 
days before Rajiv has born. I would just 
like to give a piece of friendly advice to 
the Prime M inister, about how things ope-
rate in the United States system today. I 
have no objection to his going and trying 
to have some sort of personal talk with the 
President of the United States. Bui 1 can 
assure him that all these problems which 
we are facing, wnich are emanating from 
the United States are n o t  going to be sol-
ved on the b.isis of any personal equation 
or on a personal level. It has nothing to 
do with personal level at all. Wc are, tradi-
tionally, historically, always ;n favour of 
disarmament. Bui we know that one of the 
biggest hurdles to bringing about some kind 
of environment for disarmament is the fact 
that the United States Government and 
the President of the United States, his 
advisers and his cabinet, include a number

of representatives of the biggest an  s 
m anufacturers. These monopoly armam ent 
m anufacturers in the United States whose 
interest is always totally against disarm a-
ment, who are making billions oT dollais 
of profit through enormous orders that they 
get directly from the United Stales Admini-
stration and the Pentagon, it is they, who 
are insisting that this programme, this mad 
programme must go on and more and m ore 
types of lethal weapons must be m anufac-
tured.

This is the system there. In the Soviet 
Union at least, there are no private m anu-
facturers of weapons who can make profit 
out of them. The more the Soviet Urnon is 
compelled lo go in for sophisticated arms, 
the more they are having to generate 
funds which can be spent for peaceful 
economic development. But in the United 
States, it is the direct interest of these big, 
well known firms who are making billions 
of dollars of profit out of the armaments 
race. And they arc represented on Presi-
dent Reagan's Cabinet. They arc occupying 
top positions of Advisers to the White 
House. So, I hope the Prime Minister will 
not go with any illusions, and think that 
by personal talks and personal cordial rela-
tions with the President of the United 
States, this environm ent can be changed. 
It cannot.

It is a very good ihing that we have 
done, as the leader of NAM, that the six- 
nation meeting was held in Delhi, and the 
appeal was issued. We khow what the 
response has been, though this blue book 
will, of course, never spell it out. It is 
very diplomatic. It says :

.......excepting that in one case, we did
not gel a favourable response.”

That one case we have to guess : who 
it was.

Here, there is a proposal referred to 
just now; a proposal which was made two 
days ago by Mr. Gorbachov suggesting a 
m oratorium  uplo November on the deploy-
ment of missiles in Europe. What is the 
reaction of the Government of India ? 
They do not say a single word about it. 
Do they welcome it ? Do they appeal 
to others also to fall in line ? Arc they 
doing anything to try to sec that this 
initiative is helped by generating more
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public opinion in its favour ? Upto now, 
1 do not see any official reaction at a l1.

The irony o f the situation is that while 
being firmly in favour of disarmament as 
we have to be in the interests of humanity 
and in our own interest, we in this sub-
continent have also got involved willy-nilly 
into a mini arm s race. Such is the balance 
of forces in the world today and around 
our borders, that we who have not got eno-
ugh resources to provide the basic necessi-
ties o f life for our people, are willy-nilly 
compelled to spend Rs. 7000, crores or Rs.
8,000 crores a year on Defence, simply 
because of the environm ent around our 
borders, particularly the ihreat em anating 
from  Pakistan, and what is going on in the 
Indian Ocean. We stand for disarmament, 
and we are ourselves trapped in a mini 
arms race, which has become like a vicious 
circle. We cannot get out o f it Therefore, 
it is o f greatest im portance that apart from 
our general stand, posture and our campaign 
for world disarm am ent, we should do 
everything possible to see that in our own 
region and in our own sub-continent, some 
relaxation o f tension and some move to-
wards as more friendly and peaceful atmos-
phere is created, so that we do not have 
to waste so much of our resources on 
things which may, of course, never be 
requited lo be used, perhaps. Bui we have 
to go on keeping our gunpowder dry; and 
developing countries can never afford to do 
this kind o f a thing.

Finally, a very im portant aspect which 
has been referred to several times in diffe-
rent places in this R eport but which has 
not got much attentitm  here, is the econo-
mic aspect. I t is very correctly being poin-
ted out here that ultim ately, a stable peace 
and international cooperation cannot be 
achieved, unless the present international 
economic order is changed. This was one 
of the main foundations on which NAM 
movement has been built. This was the 
basis of the Economic Declaration o f the 
NAM Conference, of the Heads of Stales 
Conference held here two years ago under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. Gandhi. That 
Economic Declaration makes it quite clear, 
and this Report also bears it out that there 
has been no kind o f relaxation in the atti-
tude of the Western industrialized countries 
towards the requirements of the developing 
world. It is getting worse : the high inter-

est rates, the enormous debt obligations 
which these countries are being burdened 
with the protectionist policies being follo-
wed by them in respect of their own mar 
kels, the fall in our commodity prices 
which is bjing imposed upon us, and all 
these things. This is a struggle, a struggle 
against an unjust and exploitative global 
financial and economic order which is being 
imposed on us by a handful of rich, afflu-
ent countries.

This in today’s conditions is a new 
struggle against a new type of exploitation 
and colonialism. The Government of India 
has done a little bit to try to prom ote 
cooperation between South and South 
countries as it were. Bui 1 don’t ihink that 
is enough. The time has come when the 
Government o f India, so long as it remains 
the leader of NAM at least we would not 
remain a Chair Person of NAM for ever; 
it is not a permanent post; I do not know 
whether it is for three years or four years; 
while we are still in this vantage position, 
The Governm ent o f India which has an 
added advantage that our country among 
all the developing countries is economically 
the most advanced country, we have the 
strongest economy among them nil; we 
have more resources and varied resources 
than they have; why nor take this opportu-
nity lo try bring about some concerted 
action, some collective concerted action 
among the NAM countries, among the 
developing countries to pu! pressure on the 
advanced capitalist countries, 'particularly 
in respect of d .b t repayment obligations. 
This question has been raised now in many 
quarters of the world that the poorest 
countries, those which are the poorest, 
their debt should be written off; and those 
which are noi the poorest, may be like us, 
some relaxation in the schedule of debt 
repayment should b j sought io be achieved 
by putting so nr: c Mleclivc p r e s su r e  on
these c nun tries [■ is not all a one-way 
traffic I may u:ll you. I have no time to 
go into tlv. now. But the position in 
America now i . that if a number of these 
poorer countrie, are not in a position to 
repay their debt on lime as per schedule, 
if they defauli on iheir payment, 1 do noi 
know, what will happen lo them. But 
many American banks will fail, ihey will 
have to close their doors. It is not as 
though they can extract a pound of flesh
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somehow or other under all circumstan-
ces.

Finally, I will say this long frustrated 
conference on the Indian Ocean as a zone 
of peace, it has been deliberately sabotaged 
and postponed repeatedly. We know who 
it is; it is mainly the United States which 
is mainly objecting. Now, it is planned for 
next year, 1986. There is nothing to give 
us any confidence that it will not be sabo-
taged again. 1 would humbly suggest to 
the Government of India that we may not 
be able to get a universal conference like 
that under the auspices of the United Na-
tions. If the power like the United States 
are determined to scuttle, why not our 
government take the initiative to organise 
an Indian Ocean Conference of the littoral 
countries bordering the Indian Ocean and 
which are vitally interested in this concept 
o f zone of peacc in the Indian Ocean. Let 
them meet together and hold their own 
conference and project some specific con-
crete ideas, some concept of how this zone 
of peace is to be created* What does it 
mean after all ? What are the requirements 
which will make a zone of peace ? If they 
get together and organise a conference of 
the Littoral States and project certain ideas 
and certain straiegy of their own, I think 
it will contribute to build quite powerful 
world public opinion in favour of us, that 
is to say in favour of this concept and 
strengthen the hands of the developing 
countries in forcing the recalcitrant powers 
to come to the table* as far as the Indian 
Ocean is concerned.

These are some of the ideas. There arc 
many things one could speak of, but there 
is no time. 1 hope we will gel some clarifi-
cation, some new knowledge, some infor-
mation and some assurances from the 
Minister when he replies.

SHRI SOMNATH RATH (Aska) : I 
support the Demands for Grants of the 
Ministry of External Affairs. In spite of 
trying phase through which India has 
undergone it 1ms been wedded thoroughly 
to the basic principles of our foreign policy 
such as our assured commitment to the 
policy of Non-alignment and to promotion 
of global cooperation and understanding.

We have unhesitatingly performed our 
responsibilities playing an accountable 
role in fostering pcace, security, disarma-

ment and development in the world and 
we arc against any type of colonialism .

Our Prime M inister emphasised that 
the country has inherited a ‘well-tested 
and consistent foreign policy' which has 
served the national interest. He has appro-
priately stated, “ We have always beli-
eved in working for peacc. Our policy 
is to be friends with all countries on the 
basis of reciprocity and mutual benefit. 
Our commitment to non-alignment and a 
new world economic order based on justice, 
equality and mutual cooperation is 
unshakeable.”

The Six-Nation Summit met under the 
Chairmanship of our Prime Minister on 
the 28th January, 1985 and it reaffirmed 
the appeal of 22nd May, 1984. The Six- 
Nation Summit had urged upon the five 
nuclear states by unanimously adopting 
the New Delhi D eclaration calling for an 
all-embracing halt to the testing, produc-
tion and deployment of nuclear weapons 
as also prohibition or use of the outer 
space for such weapons. Parallel to this 
process it is urgently necessary to transfer 
precious resources, presently wasted on 
military expenditure, lo social and econo-
mic development. The strengthening of 
the United Nations system must be an 
im portant part of this effort.

The Year 1985 will be the year when 
nope begins to prevail over terror and by 
October 24 this year the 40th anniversary 
of the United Nations, the first concrete 
steps to avert the threat to the survival 
of humanity would have taken.

Our Prime Minister has emphasised 
many times that although India has the 
capacity it would not go in for nuclear 
w'eapons. It had exploded a peaceful 
nuclear device in 1974 and since then no 
further lest has been done.

Immediately on assuming office, our 
Prime Minister has pledged his commit-
ment to the basic approach and principles 
of foreign policy bequeathed by Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Shrimati Indira Gandhi. He 
has emphasised that we believe in working 
for peace and our policy is to be friends 
with all countries.

We also believe in safeguarding the 
independence of state and upholding the
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principles of non-'nterfcrence and non-
intervention.

We had been to Fiji and there the 
Indian people have contributed a lot to 
that country, for its development. What 
is the trend there now? Similarly in Nairobi 
also we found several Indians who had 
contributed to the development of that 
country. You will find everywhere that 
Indians have gone lo other countries, 
developed those countries and later they 
were orced lo leave those countries. Take, 
for instance our neighbouring country, 
that is Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka long 
go, in 500 B. C. one of o iv  Indian Kings 
prcached Buddhism and it continued up 
to 200 B.C.

17.00 hrs.

Now in Sri Lanka Indian Tamils arc 
facing great difficulties. About one lakh 
of families have come to India. Certainly 
India docs not want the disintegration 
of Sri Lanka. But it cannot be a silent 
spectator lo all thai is happening there. 
Wc have b itter experience with Pakistan. 
The stockpiling of sophisticated arms by 
Pakistan and its involvement with Punjab 
affairs certainly warn us that wc should 
be very very careful. Coming lo Bangla 
Desh, for obvious reasons it ought to be 
friendly with India. But the question of 
fencing the border, which in no way lower 
the prestige of Bangla Desh, has been made 
ah issue by it. We find that Government 
is one tiling and the people another. 
Certainly the people of Bangla Desh, Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan do not want to have 
any conflict with India. But it so happens 
that when there is some internal conflict, 
the Governments in those countries, in 
order to divert the attention of the people 
there, raise some issue against their 
neighbouring country i.e. India. When 
we think of our relations with China, we 
have got a border dispute with it. And 
the road between China and Pakistan is 
certainty within the legitimate te.ritory 
of India which is now under the iliegai 
occupation of China and Pakistan. When 
all these countries—Pakistan, China, 
Sri Lanka, want to join together for well 
known reasons, we must be careful. In 
this cont xi, our Government is leaving no 
stone unturned lo have good relations

with our neighbouring countries. With those 
countries, the dialogue is going on and the 
bilateral issues are to be solved by iego- 
titiation. Steps taken by our G overnm ent 
under the leadership of our Prime M inister, 
will bear fruit.

17 03 hrs.

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the ChairJ

When we talk  of the Indian Ocean, 
India has been urging all along that it 
should be declared a zone of peace. The 
U.N.O. has to consider this aspect and 
do it for the betterment of mankind.

It is said that India is tilting towards 
Russia. This is mis-reading the facts. 
Russia, on many issues, has sided with 
India, [t is quile natural (hose who arc 
friendly 10 us we are friendly lo them. 
Our relations with America aie strained 
only because they are supplying sophisti-
cated weapons to Pakistan. This m atter 
requires consideration. The Prime Minister 
will be visiting U.S.A. for the inaugu-
ration of the Festival of India. After 
discussion, it may take dimension. India 
stands for peace in all parts of the world. 
It is not a nation which depends on pro-
duction of armaments and unless there is 
war in any pari of the world, there will 
be unemployment in the country. It is a 
nation which has adopted the principles 
of Buddha and Mahatma Gandhi. So, we 
arc trying our best to bring peace in the 
world. Our Prime M inister has sent emiss-
aries to put an end to Iran-lraq war. Our 
foreign policy is to see that not only 
peace prevails in the world but also to see 
that all the issues with our neighbouring 
countries are settled by discussion and also 
to sec that makind grows in the world.

There has been a steady improvement 
in India's bilateral relations with Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, China and Sri Lanka and 
we may jeach some understanding.

The continued tension and uncertainty 
in the region of Central America has a'so 
caused conccrn to us. Our Prime M inister, 
who happens to be the Chairman of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, had issued a 
statement on 14th November, 1984 on the 
Central American crisis, expressing concern 
over the cscalating tensions and threats 
of armed conflicts in and around Nicara-
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gua. The late Prime M inister, Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi had pointed out a few days 
ago before her tragic assassination that 
humankind survives only if the big power 
learn to co-exist. India belives in creating 
an atmosphere conducive to  discussion 
and the will to find out solutions, for 
which our Prime M inister, Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi has been steadfastly striving.

SHRI D. P. JADEJA (Jamnagar) : 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, L rise lo support 
the Demand for G rants under the Ministry 
of External Affairs and while doing so, I 
will restrict my observations to Chapter VII 
and that too, to a part of Chapter VII—a 
part of the world from where we can have 
no fear or aggression or war or even 
economic dom ination. I am referring to 
that part of the world which is known as 
Latin America, including the Caribbeans 
with whom almost two dccades ago our rela-
tions were only marginal to the conduct of 
our foreign policy. Today, Ind ia’s links 
with these countries have reached new 
significant heights. In this task of forging 
closer and meaningful relations with what 
is oH.cn said as the third largest constituent 
of the developing world, namely, Latin 
America, the pioneering and painstaking 
efforts of the Ministry of Exte;nal Affairs, 
under the able guidance of our Prime 
Minister and the External Affairs Minister 
are undeniably creditable.

It is almost sixteen years ago that our 
beloved Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi visited almost ten countries of 
Latin America and it was she who laid the 
foundation of India’s policy for Latin 
America, hollowing her historic visit to 
as many as ten countries in this distant 
region, Mrs. Gandhi gave a sense of direc-
tion and support to a positive policy 
approach which I am happy to  say has 
blossomed today into a m ature partnership 
with major Latin American countries. 
Evidence i-i’ the growing m utuality of 
interests between India and Latin America 
are not hard to perceive. In the past twelve 
months im portant exchanges of visits at 
State level between India and Latin 
America have taken place. Several useful 
agreements to establish and promote co-
operation in a variety ot fields ranging 
from science and technology, trade and 
cultuie have been signed between India 
and major Latin American countries.

Of these two things are  of major 
importance. One is our President’s visit 
to the two leading democracies in that 
region—Mexico and Argentina. In fact, it 
is the first ever State visit by an Indian 
Head of State to Latin America. In 
addition, our President took that oppor-
tunity to meet the President of yet another 
ancient democratic country—Peru.

The other noteworthy event is the visit 
o f the leaders of both Mexico and Argen-
tina in January this year. They not only 
participated in the Six-Nation Disarm am ent 
Summit called by our Prime M inister, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi, but also exchanged useful 
protocols to prom ote co-operalion in 
science and technology, trade and cultural 
fields between our country and theirs.

The high esteem with which our Jate 
Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi 
was held by the people of Latin America 
was amply reflected when a large number 
of dignatorics and official representatives 
participated on the occasion when we paid 
our last respects to our departed leader. To 
many a Latin American undoubtedly 
Shrimati Gandhi was a moving spirit and 
the real voice and representative of the 
aspirations of the people o f the developing 
world. It was for this consideration that 
when she presided over the Seventh Non-
aligned Summit in New Delhi almost two 
years ago, a large num ber of Latin Ameri-
can countries participated in that Confe-
rence. In fact, the largest representation 
was from Latin America ; justifiably so 
because of Shrimati G andhi’s genuine 
interest and personal involvement in the 
affairs of L atin America. It was not supris- 
ing to me, therefore, when I read recently 
an Indian scholar on international affairs 
writing about our late Prime M inister :

“ W hat most Indians do not know was 
Shrimati G andhi’s lively interest in 
Central America, indeed the entire geo-
political region o f Latin America and 
the Caribbean. She had regarded this 
vast region as an area of every signifi-
cant development in the contem porary 
world,”  "

No wonder Shrimati G andhi often 
lamented that wc cannot ignore this vast 
region and that much more needs to be 
done as far as this distant region was con-
cerned.
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Needless to say Latin America offers 
both cnallcnges and opportunities lo our 
global policy and approaches, just as large 
Latin America and ihe C aribbean look lo 
us for in sp ira tion , guidance and direction.

Restoring peace in Central America is 
us imperative us rehabilitating the debt- 
riddcn L a;in America—both issues pose a 
challenge lo the cause of non-alignment as 
a basic diplomatic principle for developing 
c o u n t r i e s .  Evolving a new world order calls 
for diffusing the Central American crisis 
and resolving tnc economic crisis that con-
fronts the Latin American countries.

In this context the initiative taken by 
our Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi is 
credit-worthy. Hardly three weeks following 
his assum ption of office as Prime Minister 
one of his first tasks to which he attended 
was holding a high-level meeting o f the 
Minisiry of External Affairs where he 
emphatically slated India’s continuing 
commitment and dedication to the princi-
ples and objectives of ihe non-aligned 
movement and expressed grave concern at 
the escalating tension in the C entral Ame-
rican region : that the Centra] American 
crisis is an im portant m atter of concern is 
further underlined by the num erous initia-
tives thal Shri Rajiv G andhi, as leader of 
the non-aligned w orld, has taken.

Equally significant is the offer of eco-
nomic assistance pailicularly  to Nicaragua. 
Alongside, before long, effort should be 
made to open an Indian Mission in N icara-
gua. To this end an assurance was made 
by oui M inister of External Affairs some 
two years ago. I trust this m atter will be 
given utm ost im portance now.

This brings me to yet another m atter 
regarding Indian missions in Latin Ameri-
ca. You may recall that some years ago, 
we hud agreed lo exchange missions with 
yet another Latin American d em o crac y  in 
ihe Andean region, namely, Ecuador. In 
response to this understanding, Ecuador 
set up a mission some time in the Seven-
ties *vhich functioned for a couple of years 
and later on it was withdrawn. But we 
have not reciprocated. Again, some two 
years ago, the Governm ent of Ecuador has 
re-esiablishcd ils mission on an under' 
standing given by us to the President of 
Ecuador at the United N ations in Septem-

ber, 1983. I strongly command that we 
take the necessary steps a t the earliest to 
establish our Mission in Quito, Ecuador. 
A part from that prom oting useful econo-
mic cooperation that such exchange of 
missions is, in my judgment, a very necessary 
reciprocal gesture. Given our expanding 
relations wilh several other count; les of 
Latin America, it is equally necessary for 
us to appoint honorary consuls in coun-
tries where wo have no missions as yet. In 
this connection, 1 suggest thal we consider 
immediately such arrangements m countries 
like Bolivia, Belize :ind in cities like Rio 
de Janiri'a  and Sao Paulo in Brazil. When 
I visited BeJize in W83, I met a large 
number of Indians settled in Belize who 
expressed their great difficulty in dealing 
with our Mission in Jamaica which also 
caters to Belize. In the event establishing 
an independent mission in Belize is not 
possible in the near future, al least it is 
worthwhile considering our Mission in 
Mexico accredited to Belize instead of 
Jamaica for log's;ic convenience.

Bilateral joint commissions lo explore 
and ideniify areas of economic, technolo-
gical and educational cooperation wilh 
countries such as Mexico and Argentina 
have already been established and some 
useful work has also been accomplished. 
Time is now ripe for setting up such jo in t 
commissions wuh other m ajor Latin 
American countries. In this connection,
I suppose priority must be given lo Brazil 
with which country we have completed 
preliminaries.

PROF. N. G. RANGA : Whal about 
Argentina ?

SHRI D, P. JADLJA : We have already 
dealt with Mexico and Argentina, Two-
way trade between India and Latin Ame-
rica calls for developing on a firm footing 
shipping facilities. I t is encouraging that 
wilh Argentina we have worked out irans- 
portational infrastructure which, I am 
given to understand, will cater to our 
trade wilh Atlantic coastal ports. Al Ihe 
same time, we should take necessary initia-
tive to bridge our lacunae with the Pacific 
countries of Latin America.

In the realm of economic cooperation 
a m atter that has not yet been given ade-
quate consideration, is the rich opportu-
nity that obtains in the field of agriculture,
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While at present, India has alm ost achie-
ved sclf-sufFiciency in food and food-stock, 
our agricultural specialists are already 
worried about how we arc going to feed 
our increasing population at the turn of 
the present century specially when we 
would have practically exhausted all possi-
ble agricultural lands. Ln contrast, the 
pressure of population on land is still 
insignificant if not, non-existent in Latin 
America. Some of the Latin American 
countries especially in the southern 
cone such as Argentina, Paraguay, Bolivia 
and pans of Southern Brazil are rich w'ilh 
agricultural rcsoun.es and they welcome 
agriculturists to settle in their countries. 
During my visits lo these parts of Latin 
America, 1 have gathered that these coun-
tries are equally keen lo work out some 
arrangements mutually beneficial to both 
of us lo develop their rich agricultural 
resources. Specifically, northern regions of 
Argentina are suitable for cofFec culture; 
officials of Argentina consider whether our 
Government will be willing to offer skilled 
labour in cotree culture to develop these 
lands. This would help Argentina to im-
port legs of coffee. So also, there are 
lands which are well suited for a variety of 
pulses which India needs in incieasing 
quantities. Similarly, polen lial exists in 
other areas for promoting livcsiock in a 
variety of Lalin American countries—from 
Belize to Brazil. It is, therefore, my ear-
nest request thai appropriate M inistries in 
consultation with the Ministry of External 
Affairs launch at least a study-groun to 
explore the possibilities of cooperation in 
the field of agricultuie, plantations and 
aqua-cullure.

Two more points which require imme-
diate attention are the following : We all 
know that the general political climate of 
Lalin America is fast changing, undergoing 
a transform ation to the good. I refer to 
the democratic trend in Lalin America. 
Only a decrde ago, most Latin American 
countries were under the spell of military 
rule. Today the picture has changed. Ln 
ihe last twelve months, democratic elec-
tions have laken place in most parts of 
Latin America heralding a leadership cho-
sen by the people. I t  is but inevitable that 
ihe people of Latin America, just as we in 
India, arc commit ted lo ihe cause of demo-
cracy as bolh of us are to world peace,
ll is iheir commitment to this twin princi-

ple that has brought a host o f Latin 
American countries closer to us and to 
join ihe Non-Alig.icd movement. They 
have had a great tradition  of parliamen-
tary democracy which is w'hy they spear-
headed the Inler-parliam entary Conven-
tion. This year in June, ihe Latin Ameri-
can Parliam ent is meeting in Brasilia, the 
capital of Brazil and 1 believe that India 
has been invited lo participate in the Con-
vention. Tl is my earnest desire that we 
offer our whole-hearted support to this 
cause and participate in the Convention. 
At the same time, we should organise more 
parliamentary delegations visiting the diffe-
rent legislatures of Latin America. At pre-
sent the number is more on their side.

I would like to make one final com-
ment. One of the ideas dear lo our depar-
ted leader, Shrimaii Indira Gandhi was 
prom oting scholarship in our country 
about Lalin America. Shrim aii Gandhi 
herself was greatly fascinated by ideas t hat 
had emanated from the region on a v are ly  
of subjects including im portantly libera-
tion theology native to Latin America, it 
was for these reasons, soon afier her return  
from Latin Amcrica, she announced on the 
floor of the House that the Government 
would establish a Centre for Latin Ameri-
can Studies in this country. To my regret, 
so lar no such centre has yet been sel up. 
There is only one m odest programme of 
Lalin American studies in the School of 
International Studies of the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University that is presently in exis-
tence. In contrast, in many of the Latin 
American countries, Indian studies and 
languages are carried out in their leading 
universities. 1, therefore, urge upon the 
Governm ent to take nccessary steps on a 
top priority basis to establish a centre for 
prom oting Lalin American Studies in J. N. 
University where already exists the much- 
needed infrastructure.

W hile concluding my speech, I support 
the Demands for Grants under the control 
of the Ministry of External Affairs. I would 
make a request that more funds should be 
provided for this vital M inistry because 
the sland that India is taking today in the 
world situation is something unique. To 
keep up this stand and to keep up the 
aspirations of the people o f the world, wc 
need more funds and more missions abroad 
with adequate staff at ail centres.
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SHRI C. P. THAKUR (Palna) : Mr. 
Dcputy-Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
Demands for G ran ts o f the M inistry of 
External Affairs.

F irst of all, I congratulate our Prime 
M inister on his achievements during the 
shortest span of time in regard to the way 
in which he is handling the M inislry o f 
External Affairs, the way in which he is 
very cautiously moving towards norm alis-
ing tension in Sri Lanka, the way in which 
he is talking with Pakistan, assessing the 
arms aid given to Pakistan and a t the same 
time trying to be friendly with Pakistan, 
the way he has sent the M inister of State 
in the M inistry of External Affairs to 
solve the lran-Iraq  problem and the way 
the Chinese problem is also moving to- t 
wards some solution.

So, in a short span of time, he has 
handled the External Affairs M inislry very 
well. When I was going through an Ameri-
can newspaper report on the 100th day of 
the present Governm ent, 1 found that they 
were no doubt praising this Governm ent. 
But one thing that they said was lhat the 
Governm ent under Mr. Rajiv Gandhi is 
going to emerge as a strong Government. 
That reminded me of two incidents of anci- 
cnt India. The first is that when Alexander 
the G reat came to India and when he 
heard that N anda Kingdom was very 
powerful having a strong army he returned 
and did not advancc further. The second 
is that the King Ashoka could send his 
emissary lo different countries and could 
maintain good relations only when he was 
intensely strong.

From  these incidents, wc have to 
learn one lesson that, no doubt, we have a 
policy o f non-alignment, but we have to be 
very strong. India has to  emerge as a 
strong country if it has to be positively, a 
non-aligned country. Therefore, the 
approach of our foreign policy should be 
positive; it should be persuasive; it should 
be preventive; it should be pervasive and, 
last but not the least, it should bring some 
profit to the country also.

I will take up these approaches to our 
foreign policy one by one. Firstly, I take 
up the concept of positive non-alignment. 
As I have said earlier, unless we are strong 
nobody is going to  honour us.

This is what D inkar once said :

Kshama sohli us bhujang ko gis ke pas
garal bhi ho ”

We have to be strong. Otherwise, nobody 
will listen to a weak naiion. So, we have to 
emerge as a very strong country at this 

■juncture. When Pakistan is being armed 
with all sort o f  sophisticated weapons, 
when there is danger all around our coun-
try, we have to  do some re-thinking on 
our nuclear policy. Some of the hon. Mem 
bers have suggested lhat there are three 
alternatives. I ihink, there is only one 
alternative and that is to go nuclear. Unless 
India goes nuclear, nobody is going to lis-
ten to us ; nobody is going to look towards 
us. India has to emerge as a very powerful 
and strong country.

One hon. M ember asked as to why our 
Prime M inister is going to America, whe-
ther he has to clarify some of the misconcep-
tions there. Yes ; certainly, there arc 
certain misconceptions in the minds of the 
Americans and the American Government. 
They have always backed wrong regimes ; 
they have always backed Governments 
headed by dictators, not by democrats. 
This is a wrong conception and it has to 
be clarified. If our Pr'm e M inister succeeds 
in lhat, it will restore democracies in many 
countries o f the world.

As regards the positive approach to 
our foreign policy, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs must create a positive image of 
India in other countries. They must create 
an image that at this juncture we arc not 
at the snake charm er’s stage. Our growth 
in industry, agriculture, education and 
science and technology should be projected 
in foreign countries. Coming to another 
aspect of pervasive approach, we must get 
all inform ation from other countries, not 
only inform ation which is political but also 
developmental inform ation and all those 
inform ation should be fed back to ourcoun- 
try so that we can also rapidly grow in 
those directions. Wc arc not doing that at 
the moment.

As regards preventive aspect, as some 
of the hon. Members have pointed out, the 
slogan of Khaiistan was started about 10 
or 12 years ago. , But nobody bothered 
about that, in those days. There are many 
things which wc have to prevent. Wc can-
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noi request cither Amcrica or other count-
ries not to do espionage in our country. 
Nobody will listen to that. So, we have to 
be preventive on all fronts. That is one of 
the functions of the Foreign Affairs Minis-
try.

Sonibody said that our Foreign Minis-
try should also bring some profit by way 
o f trade. Yes, that is one of the aims of 
the Foreign M inistry these days and in 
that wc have to be explorative.

1 was once travelling with a South 
Korean from United States. He was study-
ing the tastes of people and h ; said “ I am 
going to study just the tastes and likings 
of the people o f the different countries and 
1 am going to report back to our country 
so that we can produce goods suitable to 
their tastes” That type of system is not 
devclopip; i l our country.

We have also lo study the tastes, trends 
and likings of people of different countries 
and we can earn a lot of foreign exchange 
if we suitably modify our export. That 
should be actually one of the functions of 
the Foreign Affairs Ministry.

Coming lo our neighbours, somebody 
has raised a great alarm  about. China. But 
we should not be alarmed at that. We have 
to be always careful about all our neigh-
bours. What Chanukya long back said 
about our neighbours is this :

k Always you have lo be careful
with yours neighbours and the count-
ries next lo youi neighbour will be
friendly.”
Thai holds good today. Wc have to be 

careful about our borders whether it is 
Himalayas of N orm , Burma in the East or 
the vast sea in the South and partly in the 
West. For that purpose, we have to build 
ourselves strong, militarily and industrially.

Unless we do that, no country in the 
world will honour us. Tiial is> the key or 
corner-stone of our foreign policy. Wc have 
to develop better relations with certa 'n  
countries of the world as has been empha-
sised by some of the learned speakers 
earlier and i have some personal experi-
ence of it.

Possibly, we arc not paying much a tten -
tion to South-East Asia. A ll.the South-East 
Asian countries are looking towards us. 
{Interruptions)

These countries have got two alter-
natives, India and China, to look forward 
to. Only if India emerges as a stronger 
country, these countries will look towards 
us. Therefore, we find th u  strength is the 
key of sujoeis to our f j  ejg.i policy. But 
certainly we should explore and we should 
establish more cordial relations with these 
countries and with some of the rich 
African countries. The trade relations have 
not got explored very much with those 
countries.

One of my learned friends has men-
tioned that wo should be mor.: explorative 
with the Latin American countries. India, 
as a leader of the non-aligned countries 
and a leader of the countries that live in 
non-alignment and peaceful co-existance We 
should be more persuasive in N orth-South 
dialogue in am i-nuclear talks and in solv-
ing the problems of the black in South 
Afr ica.

India, no doubt, should revise or should 
do some re-thinking on us nuclear policy. 
It is good tliat our Prime M unster is going 
to strengthen our lelations with Russia 
but with Russia also we should try to be 
equals and behave as equals but not as an 
inferior or weak country. Our aim should 
be lo be equal lo thosj sup ;r powers and 
then everybody will respect us. Su, the key 
of our foreign policy should be l o  mak« 
India a very strong country, m ilitarily, 
economically and industrially.

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU (M adras N orth) : 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, T am thankful to 
you for having permitted me Lo express my 
sentiments in this debate. In the Annual 
Report of the Ministry of External Affairs 
on page 1, it is stated :

“ The ethnic disturbances in Sri Lanka 
in July-August 1983 and the continued 
violence against Tamils caused deep 
concern in India. India continued to 
emphasize the urgent need of finding a 
political solution which would restore 
ethnic harmony in Sri Lanka and 
enable the communities there to live in 
amiiy and peace”

At the outset I want io say that the 
Central Government dtd not take imme-
diate and effective steps to stop the Tamil
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genocide in Sri Lanka. Thousands o f 
Tamils were butchered daily, b u t this 
Governm ent has been simply watching and 
issuing statem ents.

There is a notion among some of the 
people who run  the Governm ent here that 
the Tamils are immigrants to Ceylon. It is 
a wrong notion ; I want to say this most 
emphatically. I want to say with all the 
emphasis al my com m and that the Tamils 
are the original inhabitants of Sri Lanka. 
Dr. Paul E. Peris, the Sinhalese h istorian, 
has written that the D ravidians were the 
original inhabitants of Sri Lanka. Their 
‘M ahavamsa’ and ‘C u'avam sa’ adm it that 
their history in the island commences only 
after the arrival of Prince Vijaya from an 
upper kingdom in the overhanging sub-
continent via the Indian Ocean. As a 
m atier of fact, the Ceylon Governm ent in 
J956 issued a commemorative postal stamp 
which dcpictcd the scene of ‘Arrival of 
Vijaya’ which was subsequently withdrawn 
in ^  hurry.

During ihe days of Raja Raja Chola, 
L tlam  was the name with which Sri Lanka 
was identified. The rule of the Tamils 
spread extensively extending to the entire 
‘Eelam’. Therefore, Sinhalese historians 
themselves acccpt that the Tamils were the 
original inhabitan ts th e re .■■

PROF. N. G. RANG A (G untur) :
Sinhalese also.

Dr. A. KALANIDHI (M adras Central) : 
The rest of the people were settlers. The 
Tam ils were the original inhabitants.

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU : The Dravidians 
were the original inhabitants and they in-
cluded mostly the Tamils, the Andhras, the 
Kannadigas and the Malayaless.

Because of co ^n isa tio n  by the P ortu-
guese, the D utch and the British people, a 
new name, Sri Lanka, came to be given. 
Among the three colonial powers which 
ruled the people of the island, the British 
alone were able lo  conquer, colonies and 
control the entire island which til! then 
had been shared by the Tamils and the 
Sinhalese with their clearly demarcated 
sovereign territories ruled by their respec-
tive kings.

Having established themselves as the 
sole master of the island, the British

sought lo streamline the separate adminis-
trative and judicial systems for the Tamils 
and Sinhalese and to  strengthen their hold 
over the island by integrating its politi-
cally divided territories. In 1829, the 
British Crown appointed the Colebrook 
Commission to “ examine the ways to im-
plement in Ceylon the political philosophy 
and adm inistrative system” of the British. 
The Commission in its report subm itted to 
the Crown in 1832 said that there was no 
need for continuing the separate adm inis-
trative systems in different parts of the 
country and that differences among the 
people inhabiting llie island should be 
minimised and the British adm inistrative 
methods adopted. It had further submitted 
that the island should be integrated, 
separate adm inistrations abolished, com-
mon laws for boih the Tamils and Sinha-
lese enacted and a British type unitary 
government be established for the whole 
island. On 18ih February, 1833, the 
British King issued a charter io render 
justice in ihe island of Ceylon by which 
the recommendations of the Commission 
had been made laws. Thus Ceylon-—a 
single political State—came into being. 
This was how the Sinhalese goi ‘their’ 
country ! The British continued to rule 
the island upto 1948.

“ ...During the British rule the Tamils 
were not discriminated or treated as a 
m inority people.

But after the exit o f the British 
in 1948, the Sinhalese became obsessed 
with their numerical superiority and 
set in m otion a cruel process of racial 
discrim ination interspersed with perio-
dical violence against the Tamils. 
Political rivalry between the Sinhalese 
leaders in which success depended on 
the extent to which one was able lo 
carry the m ajority of the Sinhalese 
people, made them blind to the need to 
keep the Tamil population content by 
giving them equal rights with respect lo 
their language, religion, education and 
other vital m atters.......

It was to ensure theii survival 
and progress ihat ihe Tamils in 1976 
decided lo demand a separate and 
sovereign State. A separate Tamil 
State for the Tamil people means revi-
val of the pre-1833 territorial bounda-
ries of the traditional Tamil areas and
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integrating these areas into one State. 
There is nothing wrong in this demand 
for a separate State since the July 
genocide has amply demonstrated the 
vulnerability of the Tamils to the 
frenzy and fury of the Sinhalese. If 
the Tamils arc not acceptablc as equals
lo tile Sinhalese, it is only fair that the 
Tamils should be granted a separate 
and sovereign State. It is worth noting 
that in Singapore the Tamils have been 
granted equal ethnic, linguistic, religi-
ous and cultural rights even though 
they are a mere seven per cent of the 
population. In Finland the Swedish 
people who form three per cent of the 
population have also been enjoying 
equal rig h ts .”

But, in Sri Lanka the Tamils from 25% 
of the pi .uilaiion.

How did the Sinhalese and the Presi-
dent, Jayawardene get the courage to but- 
chcr the Tamilians ? In the year 1983—on 
August 5, 1983, our lal„* Prime Minister, 
Indira Cutndhi spoke to Jayawardene on th^ 
telephone stating that “ India would not 
interfere in Sri Lanka’s affairs in any way.”  
This gave them the boldness to butcher 
the Tamil community. At the same time, 
during the Bangladesh crisis, Mrs Gandhi 
heralded in this august House on 31st 
March 1971 and I quote :

“ This H ouse expresses its deep anguish 
and grave concern at the rccenl develop-
ments in East Bengal. A massive 
attack by armed f ices, despatched 
from West Pakistan has been unleashed 
against the entire people of East 
Bengal with a view to suppressing 
their urges and a sp ira tio n s ....”

The people of East Bengal are 
being sought to be suppressed by the 
naked use of force by bayonets, 
machine guns, tanks, artillery and 
aircraft.

The Government and people of 
India have always desired and worked 
for peaceful, normal and fraternal rela-
tions with Pakistan. However, situated 
as India is and bound as the people of 
tnc sub-continent by centuries old ties 
of history ,  culture and tradition, this 
House cannot remain indifferent to the 
macabre tragedy being enacted so close

to our border. T hroughout the length 
and breadth  of our land, our people 
have condemned, in uniYtisiakable terms, 
the atrocities now being perpetrated on 
an unprecedented scale upon an unar-
med and innocent people....

Bearing in mind the permanent 
interests which India lias in peace, and 
com m itted as we are to uphold and 
defend human rights, this House de-
mands immediate cessation of the use 
of force and the massacre of defence-
less people. This House calls upon 
all peoples and G overnm en t o f  the 
world to take urgent and constructive 
steps to prevail upon the Government 
of Pakistan to put an end immediately 
to the systematic decimation of people 
which am ounts to gcnocidc,”

1 request you lo compare the situation 
of Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. Both arc 
the same. Not only that, I want to say that 
no less a person than our tlien Foreign 
M inister, Sardar Swaran Singh after a visit 
to many foreign countries had this to say :

“ Between 6th and 22nd June, 197J, 1 
visited Moscow, Bonn, Pans, Ottawa, 
New York, W ashington and London, 
in that order. In each of these capi-
tals I had detailed discussions, with the 
head of Government and the Foreign 
Minister. At the UN Headquarters I 
had discussions with the UN Secretary 
General U-Thant and his colleagues. 1 
also met in every capital a number of 
other Government leaders, Legislators, 
Editors, Social workers and leaders of 
public opin ion .”

Why not our present Foreign M inister 
takes such a tour of Ceylon ? Adding 
insult to injury when our hon. Narasimha 
Rao visited Ceylon he was not even permit-
ted to visit the refugee camps. The cx- 
Forcign Minister further spoke and 1 
quote :

“ We arc aware of the feeling in the 
country on the question of recognition 
of Bangla Desh. Our Prime M inister 
has explained G overnm ent's stand on 
the matter on more than one occasion 
in the House and outside. There is 
nothing to add lo what the Prime 
Minister has said on the subject. One 
thing is however clear : The indomita-



317 D G. {Genl), 1985-86 CHAITRA 19, 1907 ( 5 ,4 ^ )  D.G. (Gen/), 1985-86 318
#

blc courage of the freedom fighters of 
of Mukti Fauj will ultim ately succeed 
in establishing Bangla D esh."

1 want to ask one question why this 
Government is taking an attitude of dis-
crim ination and double standard . Why is 
there this partia lity  between M ukti Fauj 
man and Tamil. Tiger. According to a rclia 
ble source Tamils have lost 100 factories; 
1000 shops, 18000 houses and 200 crores of 
rupees. The real figure would be much 
more. The loss of hum an life is innu-
merable. Tamil girls and women have 
been raped ruthlessly. The belly of a 
pregnant Tamil woman was cut open and 
the yet unborn child pulled out and dashed 
to the ground. This kind of torture is 
sty I going on and our Government is wat-
ching as a silent spectator. 1 ask you 
one question. Touch your heart and tell 
me. If these victims had been from  Hindi 
belt would you be so silent like this ? We 
have sent Mr. Parthasarathy  and Mr. 
B handan. Did they stop the butchery ? No. 
N oi at all. Instead it is on the increase.
I want to say in September, 1984, sixteen 
Tamils were pulled out from a private bus 
travelling from Colombo to Jaffna, lined 
up and shot dead near Vavuniya. In 
December 1984, 107 Tamils were shot dead 
in the streets, inside houses, in schools 
and even in places of worship in M annar. 
Again, 10 employees of a Post-office were 
ordered out of their place of work, lined 
up and shot dead. A M ethodist priest and 
two others were shot dead near the Army 
cam.pt at M annar. Their bodies were thrown 
into the van and burnt along with the 
van. A Catholic priest and two young 
orphans residing with him were shot and 
killed in the Church itself and their bodies 
taken away and burnt at Vankalai in the 
M annar district. In December 1984, 89 
political detainees were shot dead and 
burnt in two Army camps in Yavuniva. 
Tamils were driven out by the armed 
forccs from 10 villages in Trincoma lee. and 
M ullaiiivu. They tied in fear of Army 
terror. 20,000 Tamils arc n fugces housed 
in schools, churches and Umples. 17 per-
sons watching television in a house were 
shot and killed by the Army at Mullia- 
walai on 16-1-1985. On 30-1-J985, 30 

persons in the village of Vattakandal 
were shot dead. When m others went to 
claim the bodies of their sons, they were 
told to sign a docum ent that their sons

were killed by tigers. In early February 
52 farmers who had gone to harvest their 
crops were shot dead from  a helicopter in 
M ullativu district. Men are victim s o f 
killings. Women are the victims of rape. 
M ore than 100 cases of rape have been 
reported from Manna i, Jaffna and Trin- 
comalec. When commiting this crime these 
men gloat “ You will bring forth  not 
Tamil Tigers, but Sinhalese lions". Indis-
crim inate and mass arrests continue apace. 
Torture often of a vile and cruel nature, 
is a routine process. There have been 
instances of snakes being introduced into 
the mouths of young men and of pythons 
coiling around them.

I want to ask did you have such a 
torture anywhere in the world ? O ur hon. 
Prime Minister is also reported to have 
stated in the Press when asked whether 
he would agree to  the solution o f Sri 
Lanka crisis on the basis of a substantive 
measure o f autonom y that it is really 
something that the Tamils and the Sri 
Lankan Governm ent should discuss. I am 
surprised about this. During the days of 
the Bangla Desh crisis, no Prime M inister 
told us that lo solve the problem of 
Bangla Desh both people of Bangladesh 
and the Pakistan Governm ent should sit 
together and discuss the problem. No 
Prime M inister said it.

Now, just think about the Tamils 
placed in Sri Lanka today :

Do you know what is their condition is ?

In Police, there arc 16,050 Sinhalese. 
But there are only 940 Tam ilians.

In the Army, there are 9,780 Sinhalese. 
But there arc only 220 Tamilians.

In the Navy, there are 2,024 Sinhalese, 
But there are only 146 Tamilians.

Now, in this situation, how can there 
be any sort of co-existence between the 
Tamilians and the Sinhalese ?

Therefore, it is no wonder that ..hey 
want their home back . It is not separation 
but restoration. Our party, the D .M .K. 
Party, has launched so many agitations.

. So many people have been arrested. O ur 
party has announced that during the end 
of this month there will be another agita-
tion by resorting to picketing. This has 
been announced by our party leader, Dr.
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K alaignar K arunanidhi. Our rcspected 
leader has stated that because wc still 
believe in Indian unity, ‘the D .M .K . 
Governm ent has donated a sum of Rs. 6 
crores for the Bangla Desli w ar’. My leader 
adds—

'Only the attitude of the C entral 
Governm ent in the Ceylon Tamils 
problem creates a doubt whether the 
Central Governm ent has any belief in 
Indian unity .’

He further warns you—

“ If the Tamil race in Ceylon is extermi-
nated, people will think what is the 
use of Tamil N adu remaining in the 
In d ian  U n io n .”

Sir, we have got every right to ask  this 
G overnm ent to recognise separate 
EALAM, to send m ilitary forces to Sri 
Lanka immediately, as was done in the 
case o f Bangla Desh, because, by Lan- 
guae we are Tamilians ; by Race we are 
Dravidians; by N ation, we are Indians.

I warn the Government categorically— 
Please d o n ’t be a silent spectator to these 
events, ,

I quot e a poem which has been quoted 
by Mr. Justice V .R.Krishna Iyer. I t  says 
as follows :—

“ First they came for the Jews and I 
did not speak o u t— 
because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for the communists 
and I did not speak out— 
because I was nol a communist.

Then they came for the trade unionists 
and I did not speak ou t—because 
I was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for me and there was 
none left lo speak out for me.”

Now, before I conclude, I wish to say 
this :

The latest inform ation coming from 
Sri Lanka reveal s a tragic atm osphere 
wherein the Army and the Police brand 
and Young Tamil in the agc-group of 20 
and 30 as a ‘Tiger’ and thereafter his fate 
is known to God only ;

] want to quote this before I conclude ;

“ There is a price for all these realities: 
the redemptive blood which continues to 
flow everywhere, especially in Lebanon, 
N orthern  Ireland, South Africa and Cen-
tral America. In Sri Lanka it happens to 
be mostly Tamil blood, nor to m ention 
the sweat and tears of the Indian Tamil 
labourers.

Those who shed their blood for a just 
cause can a t least take heart that in some 
way they are called to fulfil the words the 
Son of Man spoke in an Upper Room  in 
Palestine two thousand years ago :

‘TAKE, EAT , THIS IS MY BODY 
BROKEN FO R  YOU;

TAKE, D RIN K , THIS IS MY BLOOD 
THAT IS POURED OUT FO R YOU.’

.......One may try to kill the body and
burn the property of Tamil nation  ; 
bu t its soul will ever remain to bring 
renewed life to the wounded body and 
the pillaged hom e.”

Now, Sir, I want to warn the G overn-
m ent—Let not the G overnm ent sleep.

Let the Governm ent be awakened to 
immediately sent army lo stop this geno-
cide on our Tamil brethren who are mer-
cilessly killed and butchered. I am addres-
sing this august House now. I do not know 
how many Tam il women by this time would 
have been raped. I do nol know how 
many Tamil ‘Tigers’ would have been 
killed. I do not know how many T;tnoil 
children would have been killed in ihe 
m other’s womb itself.

With these words I con elude. Thank 
you.

[Translation]

SHRI RAM N AGIN A MISHRA (Salem- 
pur) : Sir, I am thankful that an ordinary
person like me has been given a chance to 
speak on a serious subject like the M inistry 
of External Affairs. I rise to support the 
Demands for G rants presented by the hon. 
Minister.

I have listened carefully to the spee-
ches of both the ruling party Members and 
the Opposition Members. 1 am going to 
express the views of the people in villages 
and cities. I am reflecting their views.
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r,Si a t present there a re  two big powers 
and the entire world is polarised into these 
tow camps. One is the American lobby and 
the other is the Russian lobby. We are greatly 
thankful lo our late Prime M inister, Shri- 
mati Indira Gandhi that she had created 
such a situation thal a Third Power came 
into existence and a hundred naiions jo in-
ed together to form a third bloc. India 
provided leadership to this bloc. This is 
causing anguish to both the big powers. 
Ind ia’s population is equal to the combi-
ned population of Amcrica, Russia, 
Britain and France. When they saw that 
a vast country like India was progressing 
fast and had formed a third bloc o f hund-
red nations, they apprehended that the day 
might not be far ofT when this bloc might 
become equally powerful or even leave 
them behind. .

Sir, it is correct that our M inister has 
reiterated time and again that it is not our 
policy to attack any country or to enslave 
any country. At the same time we want 
that no country should a ttack  us or should 
enslave us. This foreign policy is very 
good. But what is the situation today ? 
One of our neighbouring countries is 
Bangladesh whom we helped a lot. When 
we were putting barbed wire fencing on 
our borders for our protection, she resis-
ted this step. On the other side is Pakis-
tan. We have been extending our hand of 
friendship to Pakistan through cur state-
ments within the House and outside and 
by sending delegates and M inisters there, 
but so far we have not been able to esta-
blish friendship with her. China is also 
our neighbouring country.

We still remember the days when be-
fore the Chinese attack, slogans of Sino- 
Indian brotherhood used lo be raised in 
our country. Amidst those- slogans, China 
attacked us. Oui border area is still under 
Chinese occupation. Shri Chavan had 
declared that no negotiations would be 
held with China till she vacated our occu-
pied area. But nothing has been settled
till today. The same China has set up
posts on the Kashmir borders and other 
borders of India. It is our earnest desire

to have friendly relations with all other 
countries and not to entangle ourselves in 
disputes, but others are not cooperating.

We have been crying hoarse for quite 
a long time that the Indian Ocean should 
be declared a zone o f peace. I do not 
understand how America has built bases in 
an area which is our territory and in our 
territorial waters. Who is at fault for 
this ?

Wc want friendship with America and 
Sri Lanka, but in Sri Lanka thousands o f 
our people are being killed. I am no t 
expressing my anger here but expressing 
my views. It is ouv country which has 
been tolerating all this. If some American, 
British or Sri Lankan citizens had been 
killed here, they would not have tolerated. 
But in Sri Lanka the people o f Ind ian  
origin are being killed and we are sitting 
hke silent spectators. For this, we shall 
have to reconsider our policy.

In Bhojpuri, there is a couplct :

“Terah jani shanka sab kahu 
Vakra chandrama dase na rahu

18 00 hrs.

Ii means that the lunar eclipse occurs 
on Poornamashi when there is full moon 
and not on the fourteenth day when the 
moon is not full. Everybody says that 
India is the land of Ashoka and believes in 
non-violence. Even if some of her territory 
be grabbed, even if a number of her 
people be killed she will always remain 
non-violent and would just go on beseech-
ing with folded hands and not do anything 
else. •

Sir, the lotaL world population is 400 
crores.

[English]

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You may 
continue tomorrow.

18.01 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven 
o f the Clock on Wednesdu\\ April 10, !985, 
Chaitra 20, 190? (Saka), '


