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lay tho full text of the opinions OD the 
taw. of the House. 

(YIII) Need to pa, property Tax to tbe local 
bodiel on the buildings owned by 
Central GOyerDment in Tamil Nadu. 

DR. A. KALANIDHI (Madras 
Cefttral): Sir, after a decade, the elected 
r~entative have assumed charge in 
almost all the local bodies except the 
Corporation of Madras, Madurai and 
Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu. The draw-
bact that will be faced by the newly eJec-
ted bodies will be inadeqoate funds. In 
this context, I would like to bring to the 
Notice of the Government the need to pay 
property tax on their buildings, both 
residential and non-residential, at the rate 
that will be paid by the common man. 
Theil only these local bodies wilt be in a 
position to undertake the scheme necessary 
to augment the water supply, drainage, 
roads, street lights etc. which are abso-
lutely necessary for a Welfare State. The 
local bodies serve not only the common 
man but also the offices of the Central 
Government, Railways and State Govern-
ments wherein lakhs of people are em-
ployed and use the amenities provided by 
the local bodie'S. The present practice is 
adopting a reduction factor, bringing in 
the capital cost of buildings to the pre-
war level of 1944 and 6 per cent thereon 
is paid as a property tax by the Railways 
and the State Government. But the 
Central Government is not paying any tax 
except the service tax to its buildings 
sitttated within the lImits of these local 
bodies. The legitimate share must be 
borne by the Centra) GClvernrnent and 
Railways, followed by the State Govern-
ments. 

[Trllfts/ation] 

(Is) Necroary ,teps aeNed to stop the 
dosare of diamond and sfone quarries 
In Panna district of Madhya PrlHlesh. 

SHR.I DAL CHANDER JAIN 
(Damob) : MT. SPEAKER Sir, I wish to 
bring to the norice of the House, the 
following matter under Rule 377. 

{Mil. DEPUTY Sl>EAKER ift the 
dMfr.] 

The diamond mines operattq in forest 
land in Panna district of Madhya Pradesh 
have been closed down thereby renderiJrJ 
about 5,000 workers jobless. Besides, there 
is a move by the Government to close 
down stone quarries as well which are 
operating in forest land. 

This would cause serious unemploy-
ment problem in the district. The area 
where mines are operating cannot be uti-
lised any more by the forest department 
for forest purposes. The closure of dia-
mond mines and stone quarries will not 
only result in depriving 15000 to 20,000 
families of their daily bread, but also in 
loss of revenue. 

I, therefore request the Government 
to take early steps in order to avoid 
spread of unemployment in Panna district 
on this account in these days of rising 
prices. 

1222 brs. 

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in tire 
chair J 

RAILWAY BUDGET 1986-87-
GENERAL DISCUSSION-CONTD. 

[English] 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now the 
House wiJ] resume the Genera] Discussion 
on the Budget (RaIlways) for 1986-87. 

[Trails/a/ion] 

CH. RAM PRAKASH (Ambala) : Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am happy that 
the forrmer Chief Minister of Haryana, 
Shri Bansilal, is incharge of the Railways. 
I was an bumbJe Minister in his Council 
of Ministers. The speed with which he 
brought about Haryana's development 
remains unparalJeled as compared to that 
in other States. At that time •••..• 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA (pali) : 
If that is so, kindly insist on him to bring 
about the same development ~in my State 
as well. 
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CH. RAM PRAKASH: We cannot 
lend our Chief Minister or our Railway 
Minister to you 

SHRIMATI VIDYAVATI CHATURN 
VEDI (Khajuraho): If you cannot lend 
him, give him permanently. 

CH. RAM PRAKASH: You can have 
him permanently; we do not ha\e any ob-
jection to that (InterrUpl ion, J •• Because 
they had raised some pomts. I had to reply 
to them. 

What I meant to say is that the 
wonderful way in which he developed 
Haryana is second to none and I hope. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, that now as he 
is incharge of the raihvay department, be 
would make remarkable achievement in 
this respect also as he had done earlier in 
Haryana. Sir, with this hope, I request 
him through you to pay nlore attention to 
the needs of the people of Haryana \\ hich 
are well known to him. In spite of a long-
standing demand lor a mail or express 
train between Ambaja Cantt. and Saharan-
pur, he has not paid any attention. I, 
therefore. demand that a mail or expres~ 

train should be pro\- ided between these 
two points. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Railway 
Minister is aware that there is a single 
railway track between Amritsar and Delhi. 
A double track should have been construc-
ted in view of increasing traffic on the 
route, and development of both Punjab 
and Haryana. A similar double track, as 
exists between Ambala and Saharan pur 
should be constru::-ted so that the people 
of Haryana feel that the Rail way Minister-
who belongs to Haryana-is working in the 
interest of their State. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, electric 
trains have not been introduced in Haryana 
so far as they have been in South India. 
I, therefore, demand that an eJectric 
train between Delhi and Ambala should 
be introduced. Sir, as you may be aware, 
survey for construction of railway hne 
between Jagadhari and Paonta and bet-
ween Jagadhari and Chandigarh was con-
ducted and even funds were allocated on 
this account but unfortunately neither of 
th. two railway lines hcs he,n constructed 

so far. I think if this is not done, Haryana 
cannot develop properly. When so much 
of development is coming about at other 
places in rc<;pect of railways, it should be 
there in Haryana as wen. Haryana is very 
backward in respect of railways. 

Mr. Deputy speaker, Sir, I would 
like to draw the attention of the hon. 
Minister, through you, to the construction 
of railway line between Naggar in Talwara 
to Amb, the foundation stone of which 
was laid by the then Railway Minister 
Shri L. N. rvtishra in 1974 and e\ en Rs. 10 
crores were sanctioned for this project. 
Unfortunately, today one can see only 
that foundation stone and the railway line 
has not been constructed so far. We are 
happy that wherever Chaudhary Sahib 
laid a foundation stone. the work is in 
progress. I, therefore, request him to take 
up the unfinished project of 1974 so that 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, and Jammu 
and Kashmir can benefit. 

Sir, we expect the hon. Minister to 
ensure punctuality of trains. I would like 
h) recall the days when Shri Kan11apati 
Tripathi was the Railway Minister. He had 
issued strict instructions that if any train 
gets late at any station, the officials at that 
station would be held responsible and put 
under suspension. Many ::,uch officers 
\\ ere suspended in its wa ke and as a result 
the trains were punctual to the dot throu-
ghout the country. This enabled the 
pa~~engers not to wait too long at the 
stations and removed the incon\-enience 
suffered by them. I, therefore, request 
the hon. f..1inister to ensure punctuality 
of train, 0 that inconvenience caused to 
the pas ....... d,::!,ers is 'removed. 

SHRI SHIV PRASAD SAHU (Ranchi): 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I would like to 
congratulate the Railway Minister and the 
Minister of Sta,{e in the Department of 
Railways through you for presenting a 
progressive Railway Budget in the House. 
There has been upward trend in the 
figures showing progress in the matter of 
transportation and in this way Railways 
ha ve earned a substantial profit. 

Many backward areas are being brought 
under railway lines and a number of railway 
tracks are being electrified. I reprc~ent 

R$nchi of ChoUa Naspur in Bihat. Tl!cn 
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the people have a grouse that although 30 
to 35 Congress Members have been elected 
from Bihar but not a single railway line 
has been sanctioned for Bihar in the 7th 
Five Year Plan. This makes our head 
hUD" in shame. 

Shri Lalit Narain Mishra and Shri 
Kedar Pandey who were Railway Ministers, 
are no more in our midst. Shri Lalit 
Narain Mishra \\ as sitting on the stage 
and half an hour before his death had 
aisured that the narrow ga'Jge line from 
Lohardaga to Ranchi and Lohardaga to 
Tory in the hilly areas of Chotta Nagpur 
would be converted into broad gauge line 
but no action has been taken so far in 
connection with his assurance. Shri 
Kedar Pandey had also given similar 
assurance but it has also not been imple-
mented so far. 

The survey" ork of railway line from 
Ranchi to Hazaribag is yet to be co~ 
pleted. Shrimati Indira Gandhi had given 
assurance for the compklion of this line. 

I should quote a ne\.vs item from 
"Ranchi Express" of 18th April, 1981 111 

which Shri Kedar Pandey had said that the 
work of laying of railway lines bet ween 
Ranchi and Hazaribag, Hazanbag and 
Kodarma and Giridhi would be taken up 
that year itself. He had directed the 
persons concerned to carry out the survey. 
Similarly sun i!Y Qf rail\, ay line between 
Ranchi to Lohardaga and Lohardaga to 
Tory was carried out. Fund was allocated 
for this survey and it has almost beea 
completed. Particular1y the railway line 
froDl Ranchi to Lohardaga and Lohardaga 
to Tory pass through the area which is 
rich in minerals. In this area, there is 
richest deposit of bauxite in Asia. China 
Clay, fine clay and balnboos are found in 
abundance there. I have been raising 
the ,matter in this House since 1980 that it 
is the only place in India from where 2Iakh 
adivasis & harijans go to Banaras, Allaha-
bad, Ghaziabad, Punjab & Haryana every 
year in search of jobs. The villages there 
wear a deserated look one after the other. 
Recently the Minister of State of the 
Ministry of Welfare, Dr. Rajindra Kumari 
Bajpai visited that area and was moved to 
~ee the enormity of the unemployment. 
She told that she would ask Rajivji and 

the hon. Railway Minist~r to initiate steps 
to remove unemployment there. Survey of 
these lines has been carried out as many 
as four times. 

Between 1983 to 1985, about 9 lakh 
tonnes bauxite was transported through 
trucks. Had there been railway line in 
that area, the entire revenue would have 
gone to the Railway. It is estimated that 
the transportation of a total of 20 lakh 
tonnes of bauxite, petroleum products, 
vegetables, foodgrains, wood, bamboos etc 
is lIkely to take place through trucks. I 
would request the hon. MInister to look 
into the matter seriously. 

I "as toJd that according to the sur-
vey conducted earlier, the loss was 3.4 
per cent, the latest survey shows that the 
profit to be earned by the Railwa) will be 
12.5 per cent. Not only this, the Bihar 
Government is willing to prov!Je land fr~e 
of cost for this purpose. 1 would request 
the han. tvlinister to jook into thIS matter. 

There i~ Hmdako Company of Birlas 
In Hihar. Four months ago, an agreement 
was also signed to set up Rs. 300 crore 
Allumina plant in Bihar by Blilas in colla-
boratIOn with the State Go. ernn"lent, but 
for want of a rail\.\ ay hne the concerned 
party is now hesitatlllg in settmg up the 
plant. This matter should be considered 
seriously. 

I \\ QuId like to Jra\\' the attention of 
the han. ~1inister towards Chotta Nagpur. 
I ha\e a cutting of "Aaj' of 3rd January 
1986. The he:1ding of the news-item is 
"'Incomplete rail project of the pre-ine 

dependent InJia is languishing in free 
India .'. The Britishers had commenced the 
\\ ork of laying 72 miles long railway };ne 
from Berwadih to Sarnadih in Sarguja, 
l\1adhya Pradesh. The pillars had been 
raised for constructing bridges o\er n10re 
than 100 ri\crs and stations h3d also been 
constructed. The remaining 25 per cent 
work is yet to be completed. It is not 
known for which reasons the work has 
been stalled after 1949. I can hand over 
the cutting to the han. Minister if he so 
desires. I request the hon. Minister to 
enquire into the matter. 

The incidence of thefts of coal is in-
creasiIli in Railway a.d much delay tak.o 



(Shr i Shiv Prasad Sahu) 
place in the matter of transportation of 
.. oods. The wheat belonging to F.e.I. lies 
in stations for a longer period. Attention 
should be paid in this respect so that the 
goods are not pilfered and are despatched 
in proper condition in time. Besides this, 
cOllcrete steps should be taken to curb the 
cases of thefts and dacoity. 

In the end, I would request that a 
broad-gauge line should be Jaid between 
Ranchi to Lohardaga and upto Tory. The 
incomplete work of laying railway line 
from Ranchi to Hazaribag, Kodarma, 
Giridih and Berwadih Junction to Sarnadih 
should be completed so as to eradicate 
poverty from this area. 

[English] 

SHRI SURESH KURUP (Kottayam) : 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the Railway 
Budget is being described as a soft budget, 
but the fact that passenger fares in mail 
and express trains ha ve been increased 
shows the anti-people character of the 
Budget. This bas already been described 
by my other colleagues. So, I am not 
going into that in detail. Please allow me 
to mention some of the important facts 
concerning Kerala. We have to bear the 
burden of a11 these increases jn charges 
more than any other section of the society 
in our country. This IS because we are 
in the far-end of the cou"try. When the 
question of development of Railways 
comes, Kerala is relegated to the back-
ground. Our is a State which has been 
neglected successively in all the Railway 
Budgets of independent India. I have got 
some statistics with me. Kerala has a total 
railway link of 916 kilometres. That 
means, it has only 3.6 kms. per lakh of 
population whereas the alJ-India average 
is 10 kms. per Jakh of population. Kerala 
has the lowest figure in India. Please do 
not be under impression that this is be-
~ause there is no demand in respect of 
traffic or freigbt or passengers. The posi-
tion is the other way. I will present some 
more statistics. 

The ~reigbt traffic in Ker.ala has been 
increasing at seven per cent per annum 
while the national average during the latter 
part of the Seventies was oaly 3.3 per 
~_t. The failure of the Railwa)'s to 

cater to the need of the public has in-
creased the pressure on the roadw&¥s. 
The share of the Railways in tbe total 
goods traffic has declined from 18 per 
cent to 16.7 per ct)nt betweon 1965 and 
1980. With respect to passenaer traffic, 
the decline is sharper in the same period; 
it bas declined from 22 to 13 per "nt 
durin. the same period. Because of this, 
the passenger traffic on the road has in-
creased in KeraJa. Look at the: share of 
the goods traffic of the roadways: the 
share of the road transport in IOods 
traffic bas increased from 63 to 80 per 
cent during 1965-1980. In t.e very same 
period, the passenger traffic has increased 
from 74 to 80 per cent. Whereas the 
national average of the freight share of t.he 
roadways is only 36 per cent, Rerala's is 
80 per cent. I request the hone Railway 
Minister through you, Sir, to take this 
important factor into account. 

Ours is a highly commercial economy, ex-
porting primary and semi-processed goods 
and importing manufactured goods. The 
total industrial goods traffic of Kerala is 
double the industrial output of Kerala. 
Unfortunately, this important factor 
concerning Kerala's economy is not at .n 
taken into consideration by tbe transport 
planners of our country. 

Another thing is this. The fuel ineffi-
ciency of the roadways as compared to the 
railways is resulting in colos.sal national 
wastale also. 

Considering all these and also the hilh 
density of the po pulation of Kerala and 
also the higher tra" el and loods traffic 
demands. the needs of K.eraIa should be 
given sufficient attention by tbe Railways. 

In this connection one important thina 
I want to mention is about the Manaalore-
Bombay line. Accordin& to one estimate, 
nearly 40 per cent of our traffic is to the 
Bombay regioD. At preseot it takes a 
long route throuah Arkonam because 
there is no direct line from Mangalore to 
Bombay. 

Another thina is, the Madras-BombaY 
route is 'over"conaest¢d', if that eXPJ'eSlion 
is eorrect. COQsiderin. this, I rcquCllt -t. 
hOD. Railway Minister throuab. )lfMl WJ 



Itl". :'uJget 19'6-87· PHALOUNA 14, 1901 (9.4£1) Gen. nil. 251-

Jive utmost importance to this Mangalore-
Bombay railway line. 

Considering the internal transport, our 
Planning Board in Kerala has taken a 
rough estimate and that say s that by about 
2000 AD the Kerala's goods traffic will be 
98 million tonnes and passenger traffic wj11 
be 4280 million trips. If corrective measures 
are not taken on an emergency basis, the 
whole transport system will collapse. That 
is what is goin& to happen in Kerala. 

The most important of all these lines 
arc the Ernakulam-Alleppey line and from 
Allcppey to KayamkuJam line. For this 
• provision of Rs. 3 crores and Rs. 1 
crore respectively is made. Even a child 
in Kerala knows tbat this is ]ike cheating 
tbe people of Kerala. Exactly it is cheat-
ina. No work is going on there. They 
ar. the most important lines in Kerala 
and those lines should be given preference. 
At least in the 7th Plan period these should 
be completed. Kayamkulam Jine should be 
extended to Trivandrum. 

Eloor Kalamassery area is the in-
dustrial belt of Kerala. The railway line 
should be extended to EJocr with proper 
yard facilities. 

Ours is a State whic h has got surplus 
in electricity. I am at a loss to understand 
why the Railway authorities are not paying 
heed to the requests of the peop1e of 
Kerala and the Government of Kerala to 
electrify the railway lines. My request is 
that, as a first step the Shornur Trivandrum 
JiDe should be electrified. 

You know the tragedy in Tellicherry. 
I ani thankful to the Railway Minister for 
seodina his young colleague all the way 
from Delhi to TelJicherry for inspecting on 
the spot and col1ecting information. 
Technically the Railway authorities can 
wash their hands off. but the Railway 
Minister was good enough to give Rs. 3000 
as cx-uatia payment. All those people 
who died in the accident belonged to the 
Jower income group. You know that some 
of the earning members have lost their 
lives in tbis accident. My request is that 
at least ODe member from all these families 
should be aiven employment by the 
It&ilwl¥$. 

[Translation) 

SHRI RAMESHWAR NEEKHllA 
(Hoshangabad) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I would like to congratulate tbe hOD. 
~ailway Minister through you for present-
Ing this realistic Budget. While preparina 
the Budget, he probably had in mind the 
economic conditions of a common man of 
the country. That was why he saw to tb_ 
interests of 90 per cent railway commuters 
and did not touch them at aU. He 
even tried to raise resources to provide 
them facilities. For this, the Hon'blc 
Minister deserves congratulations. The 
hone Minister is well aware of the geolra-
phical situation and vastness of the country 
as also the resources available in the COUD-
~ry .. He has prepared this Budget kecpin& 
In vIew as to how maximum facilities could 
be provided with the available resources. 
!he h~n. Railway Minister must have kept 
In mmd that the railway traffic would 
double by the end of this century and how 
best it would be coped with. He 
has already strated preparations 

to meet this requirement within the avail-
able resourCes. Light-weight coaches and 
engines are proposed to be manufactured. 
For this, he deserves our congratulations. 

Last year, our Prime Minister had 
given a call to prepare the workers and the 
people of this country to enter the 21st 
Century at any cost. In pursuance of tllat 
call, he created such an atmosphere amona 
the railway employees that the target of 
transportation of 250 million tons of goods 
set for the current year has been achieved. 
only in nine months. For this also the 
han. Railway Minister deserves our con-
gratulations. 

The hon. Railway Minister had himself 
visited the railWAY reservation offices and 
heard the grievances of the employees 
working there. Corruption was rampant 
in the matter of reservation. People had 
to wait for long hours for Kettin. reserva-
tions and they had to face a lot of hard-' 
ships. To obviate these difficulties, tbe 
Hon 'bIe Minister has provided computers 
in the metropolitan cities due to which 
people get their reservation within five or 
ten minutes and now there is JIO SCO~ 
for corrupt practices in the rcscrvatiOll 
procedue. I would like to roqu.et the 
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[Shri Rameshwar Neekhra] 

,hone Minister to see that this facility does 
nol remain confined to metropolitan cities 
only but should .reach other places also 
where the 'people would welcome it. The 
hone Minister has applauded the work 
done by the railway employees during the 
lait nine months to increase the 'capacity 
of the railways and in view of that he has 
doubled the funds allocated for staff 
quarters. To meet the future needs, the 
hone Minister has provided funds for coach 
factory at Kapurthala also. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, through this 
Budeet the hon'ble Railway Minister has 
tried to provide severa) facilities to com-
mOn man for which he deserves all praise. 
On one hand he has provided relief to 90 
per cent of the passengers and on the 
other he has not made any hike in freights. 
But the hon. Railway Minister has mot 
paid any attention towards my consti-
tuency. Earlier, there were certain stop-
pages of the trains but th.:se have now been 
dispensed with. Itqrsi-Bhopal shuttle has 
been withdrawn. When he is so generous 
in tbe entire country, why is he not paying 
attention to my area? I wOuld request 
him to revive the stoppages at Gandatwara 
and Narsinhpur for Ganga Kaveri train at 
Hosbangabad for Jhelum Express and at 
Kareli and Narsinhpur for Howrah-Bombay 
Mail. I would request him to include 
tnese stoppages in the new time-table to be 
made applicable from the 1st April. Qutub 
Express which runs between Delhi and 
Jabalpur, remains stationed at Jabalpur for 
5 to 6 bours. If it is extended up to Itarasi, 
the people living around stations between 
Itarsi and Jabalpur will be directly con-
nected with Delhi. Besides, the people 
of !tarsi and other places who have not 
connected with it, will also be benefited 
hereby. There is only one train-
Bilaspur Express which runs between 
Bilaspur and Indore. People of two or 
three divisions travel by it. They have to 
face a lot of difficulties during night. I 
suggest that if Jabalpur-Itarsi shuttle is 
converted into Jabalpur-Bhopal train, 
people there will be very much benefited. 

I want to say one thing about the 
Central Railways office situated at Bombay 
V .T. where people from all over the coun .. 
ttf com. to work. The employees there 

have neither housing facility nor are there 
schools for their children. It wil1 be better 
if the employees of the Central Railways 
are from the Central India which win be 
convenient to the employees and also help 
in increasing the efficiency of railway 
administration. Its office should be either 
in !tarsi or in Jabalpur. It will ao a lone 
way in providing facilities to all parties. 

With these words I heartily support the 
good intention with which you have presen-
ted t his budget. 

Thanks. 

S~RI MOTILAL SINGH (Sidhi) : Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
Railway Budget presented by the hon. 
Minister. 

In Railway Budgets, Madhya Pradesh 
usually remains untouched. The State has 
very few rail lines and for the last twenty 
years no new rail line has been constructed 
there. The sole reason for which Madhya 
Pradesh has remained industrially undeve-
loped is the Jat:k of transport facilities 
there. 

In Madhya Pradesh, Sidhi, Sarguja and 
Shahdol are the areas where coal mines 
are located and the workers who come 
from different States to work there have to 
tace much inconvenience in going to and 
coming from these places. Thare is no 
rail line there. That is why it is felt tbat 
much attention is not being paid to Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Sir, in Madhya Pradesh, only- a few 
districts have been connected with rail lines. 
South bound trains pass through Madhya 
Prade:;h. But no such train has been 
started from Madhya Pradesh to provide 
facility to the people of the State. 

L'llitpur-Singrauli line was surveyed 
several years ago but that has not been 

,included in the Budget. The proposed 
LaJitpur-Singrauli railway line win pass 
through many districts of Madhya Pradesh. 
But in the Budget a provision for survey 
of only 50 Kms. from Satna to Rewa has 
been made. This does not serve the pur ... 
pose. This line should be constructed 
upto Singrauli so that Chhatarpur, Kbaju .. 
raho, Panna, Rewa, Sidbi, Satlla .ad 
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SingrauJi districts are connected. The pro-
posal is shelved saying that there 
are many valleys there I and the area 
does not have any industrial belt. But 
his line is very necessary for the develop-
ment of that area. Shahdol and Sidhi 
have coal mines from where coal is sent 
to other parts of the country. The best 
coal deposits are available there. But we 
do not have railway line there. 

The Katni Chopan train in that area 
runs very slowly. It needs improvements. 
There are many mines in Sarguja district 
which too have only one line. The district 
has not been provided any railwey line 
after independence. A trai n was started 
there in 1977 which is said to have been 
introduced by Janata Party. It pain us 
to hear this. I would request that one 
bogie for Allahabad and Varanasi and 
another for Bilaspur and OrIssa should be 
added to Katni-Vishrampur train. 

I would also submit that there is need 
to bring about improvements in the train 
which runs between Katni and Chopan 
because It is the only train which connects 
SingrauJi with Katni. I request the hon. 
Minister to pay particular attention to this 
and also include Lalitpur-SlOgrauli line in 
the current budget. 

13.00 hrs. 

Special attention must be paid towards 
construction of Lalitpur-Singrauli line be-
cause Madhya Pradesh is a backward and 
also the largest State and compared to 
other States. it has very few railway lines. 
With these words I thank the hon. Minister 
for presenting this Budget, 

SHRI BANWARI LAL PUROHIT 
(Nagpur): Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, I 
support this Railway Budget and thank 
the hon. Minister for not increasing freight 
charges. I want to draw the attention of 
the House to certain things. 

Sir, presently, there is considerable 
shortage of goods sheds and a lot of con-
signments remain lying in the open as a 
result of which those goods get damaged. 
1 once saw that thousands of wheat bags 
were rotting because godowns where those 
b •• & w., atOt~ h_ad UQ sbed$ O'let tb.~. 

We should provide sheds where these ere 
not existing and thus save the national 
property from being damaged. In this way, 
traders will also not suffer losses and the 
railways too wdl not have to make pay-
ments against claims. So, more and more 
shed~ should be constructed. This will 
ensure safety of the goods and the goods 
worth crores of rupees will not get dama-
ged in rains, etc. In this connection one 
more thing needs attention. The wagons 
are so old that during rains water leaks 
into them. There is, therefore, need to 
modIfy slightly the designs of wagons. 

.13.02 brs. 

[SHRI SHARAD 
Chair} 

DHIGHE in rhll 

The designs of wagons is such that how 
much tightly you may seal the doors of the 
wagons, water seeps in through them and 
after 15 to 20 days when goods reach their 
destination they are in wet conditition. 
This results in heavy losses for which the 
railways have to pay claims. In this way 
the Railways and the publIc both suffer. 
I n this connectIOn I would say that both 
construction and commerclal sections re-
quire to be geared up. The incidence of 
corruption has increased in commercial 
section. I have 1 ead a report in a news-
paper which said that in matter of reserva-
tion at Nagpur Station, touts writ rei&ns 
supreme. The touts get reservation in 
bogus names and sell the tickets on pre-
mium to the needy persons. I request the 
hon. Minister to check this completely. 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, at present more 
goods are transported by trucks. The 
reason is that in trucks whether one sends 
gold or earth, the charges are the same but 
in the railways the positi<$ is ddferent. 
The goods for which rail freights are hig-
her, are transported by trucks and goods 
for which freight rates are lower, are trans-
ported by railways network. This systenl 
needs reconsideration. I would request the 
hon. Minister to consider a little reduction 
in the freight where it is higher and illcrea-
se the same a little where it is lower. 

I n the matter of development, Nagpur 
city has Jagged behind of all the cities. 
Nagpur is the heart of India. It is the 
centte fot tbe tIaiu~ between 'Bomba, ~l1d 
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Cakutta. AU the trains loing from Delhi 
to Madras pass through Nagpur. In the 
matt ..... of reservation-although I have 
written some 2S to 30 letters to the hon. 
Miniswr on beha1f of the people -the quota 
for NalP'lr station still remains the lowest. 
It a1fects the economy of the Vidarbha 
rqion. Keeping this in view, I -would 
request the hon. Minister to consider in-
creased reservation guota for Nagpur city. 
What more can I say about Nagpur, which 
was once the capital of Madhya Pradesh. 
Though we have lost that status but this 
docs not mean that our status in respect of 
Railways should also be reduced. There 
is need for additional trains from there 
for Delhi and Bombay. I am sure the hon. 
Minister will consider it serious]y. 

Nagpur city is developing fast and 
during the last 10 years its population has 
increased three folds. There are several 
iadustrial units in the suburban city of 
J(amthi near Nagpur. About 40,000 wor-
kers go there daily to work. A defence 
railway line already exists in the area. 
The only thing you have to do is to cons-
truct a railway station there. If this is 
done, about 50,000 to 60,000 poor workers 
would be able to a vail of railway facility. 
This will involve a very minimal expendi-
ture. 

I would request the hon. Minister to 
pay attention to MPs who are the repre-
sentatives of the people and bring their 
grievances to Government's notice. Ours 
is a village. named Kern village. About 
fifty children of this village go to school 
and they ha ve to walk a long distance. I 
would request the hon. Minister to stop 
tbe trains altere for five minutes. I had 
writtea to him about it thrice but the pro-
posal was rejected. Durin, monsoons, 
cbildreft are not able to attend their school 
for two months together. If the people 
do ... pt a social justic:e from the hon. 
M ...... wltonl else should they expect it 
hta 1 They cannot expect it from a 
bureaucrat or the General Manager of 

ltailways. A small platform is to be raised .,,4 w.- are reedy to cOft-struct it by 
o«tri .. 's1taram dan' (vo!untat]y labour). 
Tilts woul4 be of great h.lp to the villa-
~ fRtItulwll tlo 5cbooJ lOin. ehildreu. 

A proposal for a railway line betweea 
Dharwa and Bhokhar Jlia Pusad aDd 
Umarkhed was submitted to the Govern-
ment. The local people had Iaunched 
agitations many times for this railway line. 
It now seems that this agitation will take 
a violent turn as the sentiments of people', 
are attached to it. I would like the hon. 
Minister to pay attention to this. There 
is also a Io~g standing demand for a train 
between Kamthi and Hingina Industrial 
Estate. This should be looked into. 
Orange cu1tivation is the mainstay of 
Vidarbha's economy and therefore~ Vacudh 
should be linked with Katol or PandOllL 
This would facilitate fast movement of 
oranges. The foundation stone of Panc. 
Pavali over-bridge was lai d twice and the 
same was removed twice. It has been 
once again laid there, but the construction 
of this over·bridge has not started so far. 
This is very important for Nagpur. The 
over bridge at Nagpur railway station is 
over-crowded and congested. The report 
of experts has turmed it as out-dated and 
it can coJIapse any time and hence the 
need for immediate construction of above 
mentioned bridge. With these words, I 
thank the hon. Minister. 

[EngliJh] 

SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA S. 
DEO (Parvathipuram): Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, this discussion has been going on for 
some time now and I would not like to 
make a repetition of what many other 
members of this House have already said, 
I would only confine myself to certain 
basic guidelines and norms that I would 
like the Railway Minister to follow vis .. a-
vis the construction of new railway lines 
and to certain problems pertaining to the 
region that I represent. 

While making his budget speeeh, the 
hon. Minister for Transport has said tbat 
they are constructing a part railway liRe 
from Koraput to Rayagada upto Macbili-
guda in this current year. Sir, this Jib was 
originally surveyed on two directions, i.e. 
on two routes, from Rayagada to Koraput 
and I ba ve myself made several ref'l'e*J-
tations about this Jid~. One rOtate was 8S 
KM short~t than the rou·e that they are 
now proposing to conrtnlCt. Then is 
already an e,osting railway liDe from Par-
vatbipuram aDd a.,..... TIIe'_'u 
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route would also cover the tribal belts in 
the districts of Koraput, VJjayanagaram 
and Srikakulam in Orissa and Andhra 
Pradesh. 

When I first made a representation, 
I lot a reply saying that the ruling gra· 
diegts were not favourable in the shorter 
route, because the ruling gradients were 
1/80 in the shorter route as against 1/100 
in the longer route. I again pursued the 
matter and I represented to the Ministry 
several times. A few weeks back, the hon. 
Minister was pleased to reply back to me 
sayin3 that this matter was closed and 
hence it could not be taken up again, 
I would like to urge upon the hon. Minis· 
ter not to let matters go like this. On 
the one hand you say that there is cons-
traint on funds and on the other hand 
when some attractive and better proposals 
come up, this is the reply we get. If the 
Ministry or the authorities concerned are 
going to take this sort of attitude, I do 
not think that it is going to be good either 
for you or for us. 

Sir, Machliguda is in any case a com-
mon point for these two routes-between 
Koraput and Rayagada. Between Mach-
liguda and Rayaguda, there is no civilised 
habitation and the route will in any case 
go through jungles. Whereas, the shorter 
routes which can either be from Machli-
auda or from a place called Kakkirigumma 
to Parvathipuram will definitely cover a 
lot of tribal areas in these two distric ts. 
Sir, I would further like to mention that 
1/80 is not a falling gradient . In the 
Kirandul l5ector, you have a gradient of 
1/60 and in the western ghats, you even 
have a gradient of 1/33. And I do not 
think that this gradient is there for the en-
tire stretch, it may only be in short pat-
ches. I t can always be converted to a 
little gradient and I do not think that a 
survey has also . been conducted from the 
l'oint from Kakkirigumma to Parvathipu-
ram. So Sir. I would only urge upon th~ 
Minister to reopen this issue to see whe-
ther this is feasible because, I have got a 
reply earlier, in the last Lok Sabha saying 
that the cost of construction would be less 
iD the longer route though the distance is 
8S kms. more. 

I have always challenged this and I still 
chal1enge this because I still feel that the 
Tonger routes have more tunnels and 
bridges and where there is a longer dis-
tance to be covered natural1y the cost of 
construction of railway lines per kms. will 
also be more. And besides that Sir. I de 
know the factors which actually prompted 
them to decide on this kind of a course. 
I would like an assurance from the hon. 
Minister, to see that at least, he reopen 
the issue and finds out the truth. Then 
Sir, we have a train from Kakkinada which 
is called Simhadri Express. Sir, as you 
know, this South-Eastern Railways maill 
Divisionai Headquarters is at Waltair for' 
all practical purposes. It is a central 
place. And I do not know the circums-
tances under which a place like Kakki-
nada, which is off the main line, was 
chosen for starting this train. There has 
b~en a general demand from the peoples 
of the various regions to see that the Siro. 
hadri Express starts from Waltair, not from 
Kakkinada which is only a distance of 100 & 
odd kms. away frem waltair. So, Waltair is 
a junction where people come from Orissa, 
Madhya Pradesh, as also from the four 
districts of East-Godavari-Visakhapatnam, 
Srikakulam and Vijayanagaram. So. I 

.would like you to consider this and I 
would also urge upon the hon. Minister to 
see that some bogies are attached to the 
Godavari Express, because it is the main 
train which connects the North-Coastal 
districts of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad. 
which is the Capital. So, you mayor may 
not be aware that Hyderabad is a distance 
of nearly 500 miles or 800 kms. from thel5e 
parts. Today. the Godavari Express 
starts from Wahair and I know that it 
may not be possible to extend the train it-
self, but at least, if one or two bogies from 
Rayagada in Orissa, which wilJ cover parts 
or Vijayanagaram and one bogie from 
Palasa could be attached to its. Second 
Class Bogies. This woi.'ild be of great help 
to the people belonging to these areas. 

There was also a proposal to have a 
new railway line from Pattancheri to Ped-
dapaIJi via Siddipeta I do not know 
wbat the position of tbis. I would request 
the hon. Minister to enlighten us regardina 
the position of this line. Recently, there 
was an accident in Tellichery, friends from 
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Kerala have nlentioned about this. I know 
that under the circumstances the accident 
took place, the Railways arc obliged to pay 
any money to those victims. But as the 

hone Minister knows ior a Railway accident 
people get compensation of Rs. 1 lakb. 
Here, I mean, they were not entitled to it. 
The hone Minister was gracious enough 
to sanction immediately a sum of Rs. 
3000. But, Sir, a Jot of inflation has taken 
place, under the circumstances, I would 
appeal to him to' change the rules to see 
that an ex-gratia payment 01 at least Rs. 
10,000 is paid to these'"'poor people because 
many bread winners of families have lost 
their lives-30-40 people. So, I would 
like him to consider this. Besides this, I 
do not want to take your time or the time 
of the House and make a repetition of the 
points which have already been said. I 
would like to mention at the end that this 
Ministry is probably one of the few Minis-
tries which has showed some kind of per-
formance during the last one year. I would 
like to congratulate the hon. Minister for 
the same and I would appeal to him to see 
that he continue to show a better perfor-
mance in the coming year also. The per-
formance of the Railways as has already 
been said, had been better as compared 
to many other Ministries in my opinion. 
But I ho!,e he keeps in mind, of course, 
the social commitments the Ministry has, 
towards the backward areas and the wea-
ker sections. 

[Translation] 

SHRIMA TI VIDY AVA TI CHA TUR-
VEDI (Khajuraho): Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
I rise to support the Railway Budget pre-
sented by hon. Tranport Minister. He 
deserves to be cougra1u1ated for his saga-
city. I think, he has tried to put the rail-
was department back on the rails tJ.,rough 
his farsightedness and CO Jperation of the 
department. His efforts are commendable. 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, if I am not mistaken, 
the Railway department was once said to 
to be an earning department. Once again, 
we can hope that this department WIt earn 
profit; We can hope because there has 
been a net 14 per cent kilomctreage inc-
rease during 1985-86. He has not increas-
ed railway freights. this time because they 

are already very high and has thus provi-
ded relief to thr common man. This is a 
case of farsightedness. I congratulate bim 
for this. But we wiJl have to bring about 
some further improvements in the railways 
and a ugment goods and passenger traffic 
capacity. Only then wiil we be able to" 
ensure industrial development. 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, for 1986-87 a pro-
vision of Rs. 2650 crore has been made 
for railways. Out of this, Rs. 1370 crore 
will have to be mobihsed by the Railways 
through its own resources. The proposal 
to rnobHise Rs. 270 crores by floating 
public bonds or debentures is a welcome 
step. The involvement and co')peration 
of public in this respect would be an excel-
lent preposition. 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, regarding produc ... 
tion the hon. Minister had said in his 
speech that efforts were being made to in-
crease the production of engines. He hoped 
that the Chitranjan Locomotives would 
manufacture as man), as 52 electric engines 
during the current year and 70 electric 
engines during 1986-87. Besides. increas-
ed productton of diesel engines has been 
promised in Kapurtbala and e]swhere. 
We hope that he has given the assurance 
after due consideration and with fuU res-
ponsibility and that it would be fu1fiJled. 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister 
'deserves to be congratulated for not increa-
sing the fares of II cJass passenger trains. 
But I would like to know the kilometer 
railway 1ine on "' hich people travel by 
passenger trains. I be1ieve that very few 
people are likely to be benefited by this. 
Kindly per' t me to submit t hal if the 
fares of tra ins which you call super fast 
trains or long distance trains like Rajdhani 
Express, Tamilnadu Express alone had 
been raised we would have no objection 
but express trains which run like passenger 
trains, have also not been spared. Take 
for instance Qutub Express. You have 
named it a fast express traIn You may be 
aware that when it was introduced there 
were only 10 to 11 stoppages but today the 
number of its ~toppages has increased to 
20-22. Besides, there are many unaccount-
ed stations between De1lii and Mathura 
where the train is made to stop, Sir, I 
WOl,lld like \0 s\lbl,lllt t1\,\ th, railway itt.{f 
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is involved it} it. It has turned into a 
mere passenger train. It would be better 
to call it a passenger train. This would 
at least not attract increased fare. 

Sir there are some districts which have 
two to 'three stations while some districts 
-IUce Tikamgarh have none. The Jabalpur 
High Court caters to the needs of all the 
districts] like Tikamgarh,Cbattarpur. Satna, 
Rewa~ Panna, etc., in Madhya Pradesh 
beyond Jhansi. There is a long ~tand.i~g 
demand for a railway station at Nlwadl In 
Tikamgarh district. At present maximum 
paisenger traffic is handled on this line at 
Harpalpur station bu t the staff strength at 
the station is inadequate. The station is in 
a bad condition and the platform is very 
low. TtJere is no platform on the other 
side of the station. When two trains cross 
at this station the passengers have to get 
down on the other side of the platform 
and in the process womens' and children 
get inj ured and fall in the pits. . I would 
like the han. 1\linrster to look Into this. 
The Harpalpur Station from where country 
and foreign tourists go to Khajuraho is in 
a very bad condition. The station has two 
retiring rooms which have not even a drop 
of water to drink and there is fifth every-
where. I myself had a chance to stay there 
on 26th January. I am unable to express 
the conditions obtaining there. So, 
necessary steps must be taken to i~prove 

the situation. 

We have no objection if Government 
beautifies other stations and even makes 
them of marble or provides 2- 3 stations in 
each district but we would like it to pay 
some attention to our area as well. 

. No train is available between 7 A.M. 
and 8. P.M. on the Jhansi-Manikpur line. 
Some train should be provided on this 
route. Either the Utkal, Kalinga or Puri 
Express should be diverted or the n~w 

train which rlIns upto Allahabad via Agra, 
Aliaarh should be diverted and run as 
Mail or Express train, so that people do 
not have to wait from 7 A.M. to 7 P.M. 
and they get some facility. 

T-here are some small things which 
&Ometimes., have great impact. Duty cards 
have~Deen issued to· the staff for attending 
.wt,.- but, tbey· travel overywhere. Why do 

not you issue coupons instead of duty 
cards to them? There are hardly 150 
passengers for Gwalior in the Taj Express 
and they too are not I class passengers. 
You will find that most of the passengers 
are pass holders. In case this train is ex-
tended upto Jhansi, more passenger tra-
ffic would be available for this train. 
Passengers visiting Khajuraho and Ayodya 
can also avail of this' facility. I \\-ould su-
ggest that instead of cards, coupons should 
be issued to the staff on duty. The railway 
officers are issued passes for the entire 
zone. They should be issued passes only 
for the place of their duty. This will obvi-
ate the possibility of misuse of this facility, 
The system of issuing ~v1etal Token '~ith 
family' does not seem to be in order. The 
family members should not be allowej to 
travel at the time the officer is on duty. 

We have been demanding Lalitpur .. 
Kairada line for a long time. It pains me 
to say that, inspire of the assurance given 
by late Prime Minister Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi when the visited Tlkamgarh-Orcha 
to unveil a statue of Chandra5.hekar Azad, 
nothing has been done so far in this re-
gard. There has been a long standing de-
mand for a railway line between L3.1itpur 
and Khairada. There is no railway line in 
the entire Bundelkhand, which includes 
Tikamgarh, Chattarpur and also the tourist 
places like Khaj uraho. This is a dacoit in-
fested area. Mines and minerals are avai-
lable there in abundance. But f.)r want of 
m~ans of transport, they are not exploited. 
And, no lOdustrial:st wants to set up indu-
stry there also for this reason. So the late 
Prime rvIinister had assured that she would 
personally look into the demand for lay-
ino this railway line. I received a letter to 
this effect from her in which it was stated 
that she had asked the Railw.1Y Minister to 
initiate action in the matter. Unfortunately, 
she is no more among us. I would like to 
remind the han. Transport rvlinister of a 
number of agitations that have taken place 
over the issue of laying of this railway line. 
As a rna Her of fact, th is is not. a qu~stion 
of agitation but of the necessIty ot the 
people of the area. 

Forty years have elapsed since we 
achieved independence. We talk of socia .. 
lism and equality. Our area bas beeq 
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formed with the amalgamation of small pri-
ncely States. It has been backward since 
centuries. So for the removal of this back-
wardness, our area may be connected with 
the railway lines. We know that you do 
not have the resources but a token amount 
should be included in the Budget and when 
you have sufficient resources you provide 
railway lines in Ollr region. In this way 
the people will be assured that their pro-
blems are being attended to. 

Our Prime Minister has always been 
reiterating that priority would be given to 
the backward areas. So I would plead that 
this area should be accorded priority in 
this regard. With these words I support the 
Railway Budget and hope that you will 
announce in your speech proposals for 
laying of new railway Jines in our area. 

SHRI JAGANNATH PRASAD 
(Mohanlalganj) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I su-
pport the Railway Budget presented by the 
hon. Minister of Transport but oppose the 
cut motions mo"Ved by the opposition 
Members. I would like t a express my 
thanks to the han. Transport Minister and 
the Minister of State in the Department of 
Rail\\lays for giving prompt reply to our 
letters which we write to them in the public 
interest. The budget pre~ented by hon. 
Minister will give relIef to 90 per cent of 
the population. Only 10 per cent wi)} have 
to bear a little burden which is essential 
for raising resources. Besides, there has 
been DO increase in 'he freight rates. He 
deserves our thanks for this also. 

I have already \\rritten a letter to him 
in regard to the points covermg my cons-
tituency. At Alamnagar StatIon in my 
constituency. people have to wait as long 
as half an hour at the railway level cross-
ing. I would request the hon. Minister 
to arrange for constructions of an over-
bridee there. 

An Express train should be run from 
Lucknow to Gonda 1 ia Mailani and Palinga 
Kalan on north-eastern railway. Previously 
an express train used to run there but it 
was discontinued when the conversion of 
n,arrow gauge line into broad gauge line 
was tak.en up. I would request the lion. 

Minister to restore this express train. 

I would like to give two more sugges-
tions regarding my constituency. First, 
there is a major station Harauni on the 
Lucknow-Kanpur railway line. This is an 
important central point. But no express ()r 
mail train stops there. I wrote to the hon. 
Minister in this connection but no action 
has been taken so far. The hone Minister 
should do something in this regard. 

There is Mohanlalganj station on the 
Lucknow-Faizabad line. The 363 Down 
and 62 Down express Trains do not stop 
there now. Several assurance have been 
given to the people in this regard but no-
thing concrete has emerged. The hon. 
Minister should look into it and if it is 
possible, stoppage of Mail and Express 
train should be provided there. 

Previously. 294 UP and 30 DN Luck-
now-Delhi Mail train used to halt at Mali-
habad station. BlIt the same has been dis-
continued now. I would request that stopp-
age for this Mail train should be provided 
at this station at least between the period 
Irom 20th May to 31st July. 

There has been shortage of reservation 
clerks for the last many years in the reser-
vation office of the Charbagh railway 
station on the Northern Railway. This has 
been brought to the notice of concerned 
authorities many times. I would request 
the hon. Minister to increase the number 
of clerks there. Besides, the Supervisor 
there has to attend 6 telephone With lines. 
the result the V.I.Ps. whether they are 
Members or the high officials have to wait 
for a longer time. So, an Asstt. Supervi-
sor should be appointed there. Some of 
the telephones of Charbagh Rai]way Sta-
tion are lying dead for the last 6 months 
due to excessive rains and some are not 
working properly. I would request the hon. 

o Minister to get them repaired. 

No person belonging to the weaker 
section has been appointed as member of the 
committee on railway quarters in Lucknow 
for the last 37 years. There have been re-
presentation in this regard for the last 
many years. The hon. Minister shou1d 
look into it to ensure that a persol\ be-
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longing to weaker section is appointed in 
the committee. 

A reference was made about alarm 
chain pulling. In this connection I would 
suggest that alarm chain system should be 
a bolished in all trains except in some p1ai 1 
trains or express trains. 

A committee of Members of Parlia-
ment was formed for northern railVvay and 
north-eastern railway. The committee 
which has a long list of membership has 
not met for the last one year. The hen. 
Minister should look into it. 

With these words I again congratu12te 
the hone Minister for presenting this SOClct-

listic Budget. 

·SHRI V. KRISHNA RAO (Chikballa-
pur): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I wholehear-
tedly welcome the Railway Budget for the 
year 1986-87 presented by our hon. Mimster 
Shri Bansi Lalji. This budget inspires the 
common people and it has a socialistic 
approach. I commend thit; popular bud-
get and place the certaIn important sugges-
tions for the kind consIderation of the 
hon. Minister. 

.' The railway line between BangaIore 
and Madras is a \-ery important and ~ery 
high density route. But unfortunately 
this line has not been eleetr'fied e\en 
though several thousands of passengers 
travel in this rcute daily. This line bet-
ween Madras and Jolarpet has been elec-
trified. But betv"een Jolarpet and Banga-
lore no progress has been made in regard 
to electrification. Journey bet\\een Jolarpet 
and Bangatore is very tiresome and it takes 
unusually long time. I plead with hon. 
Minister to complete the electrification of 
this line immediately. Doubhng of this 
line is going on for the last several years. 
DOUbling has been completed fronl Madras 
upto Kuppam. But doubling work fronl 
Kuppam to Bangalore is going on at 
snail's pace. I request the Government 
to speed up this doubling work and com-
plete it early. 

*The speech was oriaina11y delivered in 
Kannada. 

Karnataka Express which runs between 
Banglore and New Delhi IS only bi-weekly 
There is great rush in this train and hence 
it should be made a daily train. 

The conversion of metre gauge line in-
to bro3.d gauge line between Mysore and 
BangaJore is also going on very slowly. 
Mys :lre is one of the most beautiful cities 
in India. It is also one of the oldest 
cities of our country. It attracts thousands 
of tourists from different parts of India 
and from foreign countries daiJy. Banea-
lore the capital Clty of Karnataka is the 
garden city of India. These two most im-
portant cities of my State should have a 
broad gauge link. I hope the conversion 
of this vital line would be completed very 
soon. Similarly conversions of Bangalore-
Miraj-Une is one of the oldest demand of 
the people of Karnataka. This line links 
North Indian regions with Southern regions 
and hence conversion of this line bas to 
be t3ken up on top priority basis and it 
should be completed very urgently. In my 
constituency there is a narrow gauge line 
bet ween Yelahanka and Bangar pet via 
Chikaballapur. Potato is being produced 
in huge quantities in this area and it is 
exported. Therefore, this line has to be 
converted into broad gauge line. There 
are some important new railway lines to 
be installed in my State. One of them is 
Bangalore Tirupati line via MadanapalIi, 
Every day thousands of pi1grims from 
BangaJore go to Tirupati to have darshan 
of Lord Venkateshwra. The Government 
should take up this work as early as possi-
ble. 

Southern States especially Karnataka 
State has been very much neglected by the 
Railway Ministry. Con~ruction work of 
Chitradurga-Rayadurga-~()()Kms. new 
metre gauge line is going on. But only an 
amount of 20 lakhs of rupees has been 
a t lotted in the current year for this pur-
pose. If such a small amount is allocated 
every year I am afraid that even our '*child-
ren will not be able to see this new rail-
way line in their life tinle. 

For the extension of loops at Bisan· 
tham and Bangarpet to hold 70 vehicles 
there is provision of only one lakh rupees 
and the anticipated cost is 53 lakhs of 
rupees. At this rate for comp1etina this 
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work it requires at least S3 years. There-
fore, I request the hon. Minister to allo-
cate more money and to complete such 

..,small works in a short duration. 

In Harihar-Hubli section for replace-
llIent of token instruments by tokenless on 
qe.cwn-eondition basis (13 block section) 
tMre is a provision of only one lakh 
rwees in the current year whereas the 
.anticipated cost is 62 lakhs. This alloca-
tion must be increased. 

For setting up satellite Diesel Loco 
Shed in the existing steam loco shed at 
P .... rna there is a provision of only lOla, hs 
of rupees this year whereas the total anti-

-ei.pated cost is 92 lakhs of rupees. This 
amount also should be increased. 

The latest total anticipated cost of the 
~onversion of Mysore-Bangalore metre 
aau.ge to broad gauge is 26 crores and two 
lakhs of rupees. This year only 49 lakhs 
of rupees have been allocated for this pur-
pose. I request Shri Bansilalji to make 
more allocation for this \ery important 
work. 

For setting up of diesel shed for hom-
ing 60 BG locomotives with a scope for 
.expansion to home 100 locos at Krishna 
Rajapuram ten lakhs of rupees have been 
allocated for this year. The balance 
amount to complete this work is only a 
meagre one lakb. rupees. As this is a very 
small amount it should be allocated ~'ery 

soon and the work at Krishnarajapuram 
should be completed immediately. 

An increase of 7.5 % in second class 
fare has been effected to passengers travel-
ling upto 250 KMs. Beyond 250 KMs. tbe 
increase is only 5%. As the hon. Minister 
is aware the passengers who travel upto 
250 Kms. and less are very poor peopJe. 

.Helfce I request the Government to redu-
ce the second class fare from 7.5% to 5% 
for those passengers who travel short 
distances. 

A very poor quality of food is being 
served in the trains. I humbly request the 
hoa Miaister to travel by train and to 
.... the ,kind of food that is provided in 

lhn. hIs. 

the trains these days. I request him to 
take all steps to improve the catering-ser-
vice in the Indian railways. 

Robbery and looting is going on una-
bated in the Indian railways. RtX:cntly. it 
bas appeared on the front pages of nows-
p«J.pers Jike Hindu, Prjavani etc. that Kar .. 
nataka Express has been Jooted near Wadi 
stations. Stringent measures have to be 
taken to stop such robberies. The Govt, 
should increase the security forces . 

Theft in the trains should be bro\lght 
to an end immediately. 

Regarding recruitment of employees to 
the railway departments there is a great 
injustice to the people of Karnataka. 
This has to be rectified and oPPiJrtunities 
have to be provided to the Kannadigas 
also to get employment in the Indian 
railways. 

This budget is a very popular budget. 
People throughout the country have hail-
ed this budget. I commend and welcome 
this railway budget. Sir, I thank you 
for allowing me to participate in this lively 
discus.;ion and with these words I conclude 
my speech. 

[English] 

SHRITHAMPAN THOMAS (M"~ 
likara): Sir, this Railway Budget is 
short-sighted. It is not keeping pace with 
the deve-Iopments and requirements of the 
country. You have no plan to utilise the 
energy which is avaHable. There are no 
plans to meet the peopJe's requirements 
both for goods transportation and for 
passenger traffic. I will give you one 
example. Take Kerala for instance. My 
friends have talked about Kerala. As a 
case history you may examine this. Why 
are the Railways not utilising the facilities 
which are available? Electricity is in sur-
plus. Have you got any pJan or progra-
mme to utilise this surplus energy? Per-
haps jf you have a plan you may have to 
invest more money in the initial stage but 
in the loeg run I am sure it is profitable 
for the Railways. Have you thought of 
that programme wherever energy is availa-
ble to electrify the trains? Tirere iSI no 
such plan with you. 
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There is a railway line between Trivan-
drwn and Ernakulam which is always 
saturated with traffic. It is a single line. 
People- ha·.-e dernanQed that this line 
should be doubled and more trains should 
be provided. Have you got any plan to 
double the line aed put more trains in 
that area? Sir, it is a sad thing that you 
have got no programme to encourage 
industriaJisation by pro\'iding Railway 
lines wherever they are required. You 
know that economic development and 
industrial development by and large de-
pend upon railway facilities. Not only 
tbat. More employment can be given to 
our unemployed youth. You have no 
such programme. Even in the present 
circumstances, if you put one more engine 
to the existing train, more bogies can be 
attached and temporarily the requirements 
can be met. Such suggestions have not 
been considered by you. We are seeing 
that the- people's requirements are not 
adequately met. There is shortage every-
where. People are waiting in the Railway 
Stations for a long time. People are tra ve-
Iling on the top of the trains. It is be-
cause there is scarcity in getting trains 
from one station to other stations. Goods 
are now put in railway compounds and 
yards because of non-availability of rail-
way wagons and railway engines for trans-
porting them. Therefore, you should 
have a programme considering the devel-
opments and requirements of the country_ 
In these circumstances, you have floated 
global tenders for making wagons for the 
Indian Railways without using the facilities 
available in India. You approach all cou-
ntries other than India for this. Instead 
of utilising the opportunitles which are 
available in the coach factories in India 
and also the workshops in India. you have 
ftoated global tenders for making wagons 
abroad and bringing them over here. I 
do not know what has prompted the 
Railways to.do so. If the manpower is 
available, if the facilities are available, why 
can9 t you manufacture wagons here itself? 
This has resulted in the lay-offs or lock-
outs in the factories in west Bengal which 
manufaoture wagons. There, the people 
are prepared to work, but you are not 
Pvio&,)work to them. 

I "CaD't uBderstand why you ·are havini 
th. contfa~t $fS\cm. ~ou ar, the bilfes\ 

empJoyer in Asia, you can have YoUl" own 
employees. But planning in this matter. 
is not proper. If the requirement is not 
properly visualised in the interest of tho 
country and you are giving contracts to 
private parties. they will enrich themselves 
at the cost of the Railways. 

Sir, the Railway Minister's budget bas. 
a sugar-coated approach with a sour cap-
sule in it. EspeciaJly my State, Kerala, is 
feeling the pinch of it because 3 million 
people of Kcrala go outside Kerala for 
work All of them will have-. to 
pay 5%, 7~~ and 12% in excess of 
of what they are paying at present. It is 
true that you have not increased Second 
Class local fare and freight charges. But 
about the freight charges the experience 
with people who travel long distan~es is 
the other way round. 

You are charging six times for the lul-
gage which they carry with them at present. 
The Railway, Board has issued orders in 
this regard. Is it covered by any statutory 
provision? Has the Railways got any au-
thority to do so? Now, the season tick~t 
holders can only carry an umbrella and a 
tiffin box with them. You are makin& 
money in a subtle way instead of levying it 
directly on the public. The people are 
charged six times the freight which was 
charged earlier and therefore, I would like 
to point out that in both these ways your 
approach is wrong and anti-people. 

There is another important thin! which I 
would like to J:'oint out & that is that you 
are chairing the biggest Department in Asia 
employing mIllions of workers. Now, the 
employees working in the Railways have 
got a feeling of insecurity. On the basis 
of the decision of the Supreme Court 
under Article 311, the maximum number of 
persons terminated is in the Railways. 
Instead of aHowing them to have tradc-
union rights, you have taken away their 
collective bargaining r:ghts. You have 
brought them under the purview of admin-
istrative tribunals. Now they cannot 
bargain. 

You are still having the contract labour 
and casual labour in the Railways. Wliy? '" 
you arc ~ncoura~ins prh"t4 s~or bf 
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aiving them contracts in respect of cons-
truction, catering etc. which you could 
have done directly. There are a number 
of workers who have put in 20 years of 
service, but yet they are casua1. Have 
you thought of regularising them? Now, 
the RaHways Service is not at all attractive. 
Once it was superior to the State Govern-
ment service and factory employees. Now 
this is the worst type of service in India 
available and all sorts of exploitation is 
taking place, more exploitation than that of 
a private employer. So, I would request 
you to look into these matters and rectify 
the maladies and also build Railways for 
the interest of the nation and the people 
who are involved in it. 

[ Translation] 

·SHRIMATI KESHARBAI KSHIRSA-
GAR (Bhir) : Mr. Chairman Sir, I rise to 
support the railway budget presented by 
hon. Railway Minister Shri Bansilalji for 
the year 1986-87. Hon. Minister has 
formulated the budget keeping in view the 
in.terests of common man and poor people. 
The present budget has not proposed . any 
increase in the fare~ of passenger 
trains. This step has given relief to 90~~ 
poor people of our country. SimiJary, 
there is no increase in freight charges. 
This step win also help in containing price 
rise of various essential commodities. Had 
there been increase in freight rate, it 
would have led to further rise in prices. 
But as there is no increase in freight char-
ges, it will not lead to further price rise. 

I congratulate the hon. Minister for 
taking some concrete steps with a view to 
giving r,lief to common people. The 
present budget does not propose any in-
crease in the fares of suburban trains. This 
measure will give relief to the n1etropolitall 
population. 

I welcome the decision to set up a coach 
factory at Kapoorthala which will manufa-
cture about 1000 coaches every year. I am 
very glad that hon. Minister has given 
cohession to youth by giving 25% conces-
sion in fares to youths who travel in a 

.The speech was originally dcliverert in 
mara.tlU.. 

group of 10 for distance over 1000 Kms. 
This will enable the youth to travel far" 
and wide in the country and create a 
feeling of national integration in them. 

I congratulate the hon. Minister for 
introducing of computerisation for reserva-
tioD. Presently the scheme is limited to 
some trains. But if it is effectively imple-
mented, it will go a long way in checking 
malpractices and corruption in reservation 
of railway tickets. I am also happy to 
note that 350 new trains are going to be 
introduced this year. The scheme of con-
struction of houses for 5000 railway emplo-
yees is also laudable. 

The proposal to increa~e 2nd class 
fare by 5% and 7 i % is going to hit poor 
persons very hard. As poor people travel 
by 2nd class they will hardly be able to 
bear the burden of increase in 2nd class 
fares. I would like to humbly request 
the hon. Minister to withdraw the hike in 
2nd class fares. 

Freight earning traffic which was of the 
order of 23 crores 80 lakh ton~ in 1984-85 
has gone up this year. In the first 9 
months of 1985 it was the order of 18 
crores 70 lakhs tons. The earning of 
passenger traffic has also increased by .Rs. 
400 crores. 

Though the railways have earned signi-
ficantly yet there are problems of develop-
ment and expansion before the railways. 
Some of these are, laying of new railway 
lines of 2000 Kms. electrification of track 
of 3400 Kms. and other projects of track 
renewal, gauge conversion etc. Railways 
contributed Rs. 270 croaes to genera] 
revenue in 1984-85. In 1985-86 this con-
tribution will increase from Rs. 270 crores 
to Rs. 590 crores. A provision of Rs. 280 
crores has been made towards depreciation 
and reserve fund wl1ich is Rs. 20 crores 
more than the last year. 

A's I have mentioned earlier hone 
Mmister has taken a good step by offer-
ing 25~~ concession in fares to youth 
travelling beyond 1000 Kms. In this con-
rext I would like to make a suggestion 
that farmers holding lands upto 10 acres 
should also be siven similar cOllcessioll to 
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enable them to attend agricultural con-
ferences and melas organised in variou~ 

parts of the country. 

Regarding passenger amenities I would 
like to say that adequate attention is not 
being paid at present. Drinking water, 
lighting in compartments and fresh and 
tasty food is not served to the passengers. 
Tea which is served in the compartments 
is utterly hopeJess in quality. It is noth-
ing but a cup of hot water. It is neces-
sary to improve these passenger amenites 
considerably. I would like to suggest that 
women organisations should be allowed to 
run the railway canteen and oversee cater-
ing arrangement in railways. Women 
advisory committees should be appointed 
to supervise catering services in Railways. 
It is needless to say that as women are 
hardworking by nature, they will improve 
catering services and also economise ex-
penditure on catering. I request the hon. 
Mini~ter to kindly consider my suggestion 
for improvement of catering services. I 
also suggest that 25% women employees 
should be appointed in railway canteens. 

Some passengers take liquor in railway 
compartments and harass women passen-. 
gers. Though there is legal prohibition to 
take liqnor in ratlway compartments, some 
passengers indulge in it. ! have raised this 
issue earlIer in this House. But no attention 
has been paid to it. I request the hone 
Minister to treat this as serious matter and 
take stringent action against those who 
take liquor while traveI1ing and save 
women passenger from harassment. 

I would like to say a few words about 
my constituency Beed. I am sorry to say 
that even after 38 years of independence 
there is not even a single new railway line 
of even 1 Km. in my constituency. Beed 
is the most backward district of Maharash-
tra. As there are no railway lines, indus-
tries have not come up in .this district. 
Unemployment is growing day by day. 
More than 3 lakh workers of this district 
go out to other places in search of empoly-
ment. It is clear that the development 
of this area bas not taken place mainly 
because there are no rairway lines 
in this area. Due to lack of railway lines 
no entcrpreneurs come forward to set up 

industry here, no marketing centres have 
grown here due to inadequate transport 
facility. No worthwhile development of 
this area will take place unless a network 
of railway lines is laid in this area. 
Realising this need, the people of this 
area have demanded new railway lines in 
this area. Many delegations have met hone 
Prime Minister and Railway Minister from 
time to time. The people of this area 
have nurtured a feeling that they have 
been neglected in the matter of railways. 
They are agitating for laying new railway 
lines which alone wi.ll ensure the develop-
ment of this area. 

Manmad-A uranga bad-Parali -AdiIabad 
railway line is very critical for the develop-
ment of thi8 area. A meagre allocation 
of one or two crores of rupees made every 
year is an affront to the people of this 
area. I request the hon. Minister to take 
up the construction of this line as early as 
possible. The Government of Maharashtra 
have already recommended construction 
of this railway line in Marathwada. 

It is necessary to construct an over-
bridge at Parali Station. There is cORges-
tion of traffic for one or two hours at the 
present railway crossing. Many accident~ 
have taken place here. Therefore, I 
request that an over bridge should be con-
structed here. 

Latur-Kurduwadi-Pandharpur-Miraj 
line has already been surveyed. The con-
struction work of this metre gauge line 
should be started at the earliest and neces-
sary provision should be made for it in the 
budget. With these words I support the 
railway budget and thank you for aiving 
me time to speak. 

(English] 

SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA 
(Balasore) : I rise to support the Railway 
Budget which is a socialistic one. I must 
say. Why I am saying that this is a 
socialistic budget is that in spite of the 
steep ri ... e in prices of coal, diesel, food-
grains, etc., the hon. Minister has not 
increased the freight rates for goods traffic, 
parcel and luggages. The Minister might 
have collected a big amount by doing so 
to !lleet the other expenditure, but he has 
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not done so. If he has increased, a huge 
amount would have come to the exchequer 
as you may be knowing the goods traffic 
in 1985-86 has established an all-time record 
of 250 million tonnes and it will be much 
more in 1986-87. The transport output 
in terms of net re\,enue km. in the first 
nine mon ths of the current year also ex-
ceeded the output in the corresponding 
period of 1984-85 by 14~6. The progress 
of planning also, I must say, is praisewo-
thy. While the total plan outlay for 
railways in 1985-86 is Rs. 2050 crores, it 
has been increased to Rs. 2650 crores for 
1986-87. The Seventh Plan outlay also, is 
increased to Rs. 12,334 crores, of which 
more than 50 per cent will be met from the 
resources to be generated by the Railways. 
It is as against the 42 percent in the 6th 
Plan plan period. I must congratulate the 
honourable Prime Minister, the Planning 
Commission to have realjsed the con-
straints of resources which the Railway 
Ministry face and they ba\e increased the 
plan outlay to some extent. 

14.0f) brs. 

Some honourable ~1embers In the 
Opposition are opposing the increase in 
fares of second class Mail and Express 
trains. But they shuuld reali"ie that the 
percentage of commuters travelling in 
second-class Mail and Express trains are 
not much higher than those commuiers 
who are travelling in ordinary second-class 
and those con1muters who are tra\ eHing in 
suburban trains. Second-class passengers 
constituted-if I am correct-78.5 per cent 
of the total number of passengers using 
Indian Railways during 1984-85 and about 
55 per cent are travelling in suburban 
trains. But the honourable Minister has 
not increased the fares of monthly tickets. 
I must convey my gratitude to the hon-
ourable Minister for not increasing the 
fares of monthly tickets by which a large 
percentage of commuters would have 
been affected. Besides, 36 per cent 
commuters are travelling in ordInary 
second-class and the passenger trains 
and they are not affected. So a 
very few percentage of commuters are 
affected by it. 

Coming to the first-class and AC and 
AC Chair-car etc. my honourable friends in 

opposition should not forget that if we <)0 
not adopt the policy of more comforts for 
more money, how can you expect more 
facilities in our country? If we do not 
adopt the policy that those who have the 
means to pay, they must pay, then how 
can we expect all-round improvemont of 
our country which is a developi ng one 
and also a socialist couDtry? The Hon .. 
ourable Transport Minister and his col .. 
league honouarabJe Shri Scindiajl in par-
ticular and the railwaymen in general des .. 
erve the credit that the freight performance 
of the Railways has been going very rem-
arkably. This is a most welcome feature 
as the country depends upon railway-trans-
port for boosting its economy. At the 
same them, the people depend very heavily 
on railway transport. The masses cannot 
afford to travel by air which is beyond 
their reach. That is why I must say that 
any increase in passenger service, especially 
long dIstance services is very important. 
But J feel that the Planning Commission 
and the Finance Ministry are not giv-
ing their proper attention to this resulting 
the Railways finding shortage of resour-
ces and the capacity for additional 
passenger traffic. 

If is a good new.., for us that the new 
Coach Factory at Kaprthala will be pro-
ducing coaches very soon 'Which may meet 
the acute shortage of coaches. The Rail-
ways also deserve credit to Improve the 
quality of travel within their limited resou .. 
rces. I strongly feel that rationalisation" 
of passenger links, speeding up of traings 
and the continuou~ emphasis on punctua-
hty are the methods through '" hich Rail-
ways will be abJe to achieve results. These 
are the need of the hour. 

In this c 'nnecti0n I would rcqnest the 
hone Tran~. vI t Minl::-.tcr that, \\-hue ... reply-
ing, he may kindly mention the percentage 
of punctuality which has been achieved in 
the last year. 

Further, I am grateful to the hon. 
Minister for adopting a simple procedure 
for refund of unused tickets-for which the 
users an; very much thankful to him. 

I also congratulate him for taking keen 
interest -in introduCing computers for pas-
senger reservation, Particularly the peo-
ple in metropolitan cities like New Den" 
consider it a ~at ~Qval\t~,. .nd ~ iJo9f;\ 
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because they are able to get the re~ervation 
through computer by standing in the queue 
only for 10 or 15 minutes. Th~ users are 
urging that this ~'aciJity be extended to 
other places also. I am sure, under the 
dynamic leadership of the present hon. 
Minister of Transport, it will be extended 
very soon to other places all over the 
country, at least to important railway 
stations. 

Coming 1'0 freight operation through 
computers, J have collected information 
that, because of this system, in forei~n 
countries the Railways are earning more 
profit; with less expenditure, the freight 
operation is done through computers. 
This system should be introduced here 
also, and I would request the Planning 
Commission to finance t he Railways for 
this purpose. 

Coming to my State, Orissa, it could 
not get its due share from the Railways. 
Out of the total kilometerage of railway 
lines in the country, Orissa has received 
only three per cent of it. I would request 
the hon. Transport Minister to reconsi-
der the whole issue, so that the disparity 
may not be there-which is the aim and 
object of our Party and Governme n t. 

Even though one-third of the kilome-
terage of railway lines of the South-Eastern 
Railway has come under Orissa, out of the 
seven Railway Divisions, Orissa has got 
only one. In the year 1983, the th en 
Railway Minister and the then Genenil 
Secretary of Congress-I, our beloved Prime 
Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi, laid the 
foundation-stone at Sambalpur, but due to 
lack of resources, this has been badly 
neglected. I would request the hon. 
Minister to allot more funds fuf this. 
One Chaudhuri had laid the foundation-
st-one and I would request another Chau-
dhuri to complete it within two years. 

Coming to my constituency. I have been 
requesting the former Railway Ministers 
and also the present Transport Minister, 
for the last so many years, for conver-
sion of the Rupsa-Bangriposhi narrow 
puae railway Jine into a broad gauge 
Jine. The techno-economic survey. for 
this has abeady been completed and it bas 
been found to be; remunerati~. I would 

request the hon. Transport Minister to 
give priority for this conversion. 

It was annou.nced that one Fast Passen-
ger would be introduced between Balasore 
and Bhubaneswar, the State Capital. It 
has not so far been introduced. I would 
request that this nlay kindly be introduced 
from 1st April, 1986. . 

[Translation) 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA (Pali) 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon. Railway Minis-
ter is recei" ing bouquets from all quarters 
and if he makes provision for playing cas-
settes and sho\\ing n10vies in the second 
class and other compartments, people will 
praise him all the more. 

SHRI RAM PY ARE PA~IKA (Ro-
bertsganj) : Fir .... t you congratulate him. 

SHRI ~100L CHAND DAOA : \Vhat 
more thanks shouid I extend to him? 
Just now Chaudhari Sahib of Haryana was 
praising the Budget. \Vhdt I would like to 
say is that a zonal ot1:1ce should be set up 
either at Jodbpur or Jaipur or Ajmer. 
Bansila!ji wants that we should tra \ el by 
camels instead of trains and this will make 
us strong. 

14.10 hrs. 

(English) 

[Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair} 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is 
why you prefer to tfaye} by Camels. 

[Translation] 

SHRI ~100L CHAND DAGA : Not 
even one Kilometer of new meter~gauge 
line has been constructed in Rajasthan. 
In the 201 Up and 2026N trams whIch run 
in our State, except the ACe two tier, all 
other bogies are outda.teJ and old. We 
have been demanding broad-gauge line in 
our State for the last twenty years but 
even meter gauge line is not being prpvi ... 
ded to us. 

There is a deficit of Rs. 69 crore in the 
Budget. This has been caused by unecono ... 
mical railway lines. Every year there j~ 
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deficit in the budget. You made a strong 
plea that short distance passengers should 
travel by buses. I hope that no public 
agitation will take place in the tenure of 
Bansi Lal Ji. 

The working expenditure of railway 
was Rs. 3199 crore in 1982-83. Rs. 3328 
crore in 1983-84, Rs. 4071 crore in 1984-85, 
Rs. 4613 crore in 1985-86 and Rs. 4700 
crore in 1986-87. Earlier the expenditure 
was Rs. 4613 crore and now it is Rs. 4700 
crorc. Why has such a budget been pre-
pared? It transpires from what has been 
stated that there is a shortage of wagons 
but still they are earning. I would request 
that for Rajasthan you should do at least 
two things. Firstly, get the work done 
on Barse-Bil1ara meter gauge line. At pre-
sent, Rajasthan is in the grip of famine. 
Therefore, instead of Rs. 10 crore you will 
have to spend only R". 5 crore and oeopJe 
will work on the entire line. In this famine 
period, that line can easIly be constructed. 
Whatever work you have done, you have 
paid the dividend and you have n1ade the 
full payment. One thing more I have said. 
The Report of the Railway Reforms Com-
mission has come. You may kindly opel) 
a Zonal Office at Jodhpur or Ajrner. 
( Interruptions) 

One thing I want to say about Raunakpur 
Expres~. This train has only 7 coaches 
which are in very bad shape. You should 
find out as to why such coaches have been 
attached to the train. That is why I want 
to request you to pay some attention to 
Rajasthan also. 

With these words, I thank you and 
cenclude. 

SHRI ATA-UR RAHMAN (Barapet): 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I know you are 
funning against time. I do not want to 
to take a long time. I would likc only to 
recapitulate some of the points which have 
been raised by my colleague. Shri Dinesh 
Goswami. 

I have made a strategy that I would 
point out those points ",hie. he has raise d 

and also a few more points that I would 
be adding. If I cross the limit of five 
minutes, I hope, at least these points will 
be taken note of since the Railway Minis-
ter himself is present. I come from a very 
very difficult part of the country in the 
sense •.• 

AN. HON. MBMBER: It is part of 
the coun.try. 

SHRI ATA-UR RAHMAN: You may 
calI it a difficult region also whi ch is cut 
off from the rest of the country and the 
railway line is a kind of umblical cord & we 
do not want to snap that. I have mention-
ed about the geographical position but the 
most important point in this particular 
situation is that we have only one entry 
point to the North Eastern region with 

only tentry & exit point on the State border. 
Because of transport difficulties the prices 
in Assam are the highest in India. If we 
do not take care of transport we will be 
sunk for the future and there will be 
trollhle. As the railways have not been 
able to meet our demands the road trans-
port are making inroads and there are lot 
of anamolies In the road transport also. I 
would not like to cry dOVvll the railways 
they have done very well in the sense of 
railway track maintenance as in foreign 
countries which I have seen. But so far as 
quality of coaches and other things are 
concerned they are not doing well and I 
do not know how, an improvement can be 
brought about. 

The other point I want to raise is about 
old rakes. If you look at the figures-I 
tried to get the figures but I could not get 
them-the North Eastern railway have the 
oldest carriages going in India. When I 
made an inquiry about it I was told that 
we are so far away and the coaches that 
are sent to our region are picked up by 
others on the way. So, we find both on the 
meter gauge as well as broad gauge the 
worst possible coaches on the North 
Eastern railway. 

Sir, the other day when I was travelling 
by train as I was entering I found the line .. 
oleum coming out of the floor at Gauhati. 
I thought I should put this particular fact 
before this au&ust House. Res.rvatioa of 
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tickets is a big racket in Assam, parti .. 
cularly in Guwahati. I am sorry to say 
that jf you go by the front-door, you don't 
get any tickets and if you go by the back-
door, you can get tickets. For e'xample, 
when a marriage party in Guwahati recen-
tly wanted to buy railway tickets for their 
retarn journey, they could not get the 
tickets. But when a particular man appro-
ached them assuring. "I could get ticket for 
you. don °t worry", this was possible. He 
came back after one hour with tickets for 
40 or 50 people. The marriage party m::!m-
bers asked him how he could get the 
tickets. The man said that there are oth~r 
ways to get the tickets. So, Sir, I would 
request the Railway Minister to keep a 
close watch on the reservation of tickets 10 

Assam and, of course, if possible every-
where. In fact, it would not be a bad idea 
to have Railway officials sitting at big 
junctions so that they can keep a watch 
over the reservations just as we used to do 
control rooms when law and order situa-
tion arose. I am sorry to say that this 
matter goes unattended and it does not get 
the sort of attention it required. When 
somebody at the high level wants a ticket, 
he is provided from re')ervation quota of 
ticket in the headquarters but not from 
others. 

Sir, we have got one railway line in 
Guwahati and another metre gauge line on 
the north bank with limited seating capa-
city. Army personnel make matter \\ orse, 
I wonder why army can not get sufficient 
extraboggies to travel. As you know, there 
is a big deployment of arnly personnel in 
the area and they should have special train 
running for them. Because of on-rush, the 
army personnel while trying to get into the 
trains, quarrels at the railway stations. I 
hope the Railway Minister should take 
note of this particular aspect of the matter. 
Relief would come to passengers if Army 
personnel are segregated. 

The next point is very very important. 
It is almost a sentimental matter. This is 
about the diversion of railway line at 
Guwahati. Shri Dinesh Goswami has al-
ready spoken in detail on this point. But 
another point to which I would like to 
draw the atten1ion of the Minister is that 
Guwah«.ti is rather a small city and it has 

only one road going from East to We~it. 
The Railway line passes through the heart 
of Guwahati and it is impossible for the 
traffic to move on one road. Even if one 
wants to go from East to West, the traffic 
is so congested and hea" y that one would 
not be able to move so easily. I would 
therefore request the hon. Minister kindly 
to send a very high power Body so that 
they can make a surv y of this important 
issue and do the needful immediately. 
1 have talked to my friends in the Railways 
and they say that if the railway line is di-
verted, the passengers would have to go 
very far away from Guwahati This would 
not be so. Maligaon is very close to the 
town where they can shift the goods sheds 
and the stati ons. They have old existing 
railway yards also at the place. The natio-
nal highway is close to Maligaon. Public 
should take advantage of the national high-
way also. 

The other thing which I want to men-
tion is about roof-travelling by the passen-
gers in running trains. I would like to su-
ggest that if the roofs of the carriages can 
be suitably re-designed with spikes, roof-
travelling can be easily prevented. The 
other connected thing I would like to point 
out here is pollution by passengers tra-
vening on roof making the water tanks 
dirty-I do not want to say how they spoil 
the water-one can guess. 

Sir, we have been repeatedly ask.ing for 
a separate Divisional headquarters at 
Rangia. This has not been dO!1e. I would 
not only urge the Railway Minister to give 
us a Division at Rangia, but also an Integ· 
ral Coach Factory at Rangia. Without 
that, I do not think we can have sufficient 
number of good carriages required in the 
north-eastern railways. 

Lastly, about the Jogighopa railway 
bridge which has already been sanctioned. 
When I was a small kid in thirties, I could 
see the distance from Jogighopa to Gauhati 
dotted with red line on the railway map 
meaning thereby t hat the railway line 
would be extended upto Gauhati, but this 
has not come about so far. The allot-
ment of funds for this particular job has 
been very negligible. I hope, the Railway 
Minister w.uld take due notie. of thi, 
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important bridge and the here and bare 
then completed as early as possible. 

(Tran,lation] 

SHRI CHANDRA KISHORE 
PATHAK (Sabarsa) : Mr. Deputy Spea-
ka\ Sir, I support this Railway Budget 
because, in the face of the apprehension 
that the rail fares would be increased due 
to hike in the prices of petroleum pro-
ducts, the Budget presented by Shri Lal is 
commendable and for that I thank him. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir l if the said fares 
are increased and at the same time facilities 
are also provided to the passengers, then 
the people do not mind the increase in the 
fares. It is true that certain facilities are 
provided in the long distance trains but if 
you see the trains running on branch lines, 
you will be surprised to see their condition. 
There is lot of dirt in the coaches, they are 
without light and one dares not open the 
doors of the lavatory because it is never 
cleaned. Regarding punctuality of the 
trains, less said the better. The distance 
lrom Saharasa to Supole is 16 to 17 kms. 
and one train starts from there but that 
too is delayed by hours. This causes a lot 
of inconvenience to the people. If on the 
one band, you go on in:;reasing the fares 
and. on the other hand you do not provide 
facilities to the passengers, then it causes 
pain and difficulties to the people. I would, 
therefore, request the hon. Minister to 
check corruption in the Railway administ-
ration. If he can do so, than I think there 
will be no need to increase the rail fares. 
If looting of coal, payment of overtime 
allowance and claims is controlled-if these 
three things are brought under control-this 
will not only raise the earnings of the Rail-
ways, but the facilities to the passengers 
will also be increased. But only the fares 
are increased every year. Today if an or-
dinary man purchases a bus, he becomes 
rich enough to construct a palatial building 
within a short span of time but in the 
matta of the Railways, in spite of huge 
net work of trains all over India, there are 
only losses and losses. To prevent these 
losses, there is need to geer up the admi .. 
nistrative machinery. At this Juncture, I 
want to draw the attention of the hon. 
Ilailw~ Minister towards the problems of 
_)' OWB constituency. 

Gen. Di,. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, earlier 
Bhapariyahi-Nirmali line was in operation 
but it was washed away in Kosi flood. Be-
cause of this, the people of that area have 
to travel 100 to 150 kms. via a foretgn OOU-
ntry viz. Nepal to reach their own Divisi-
onal Headquarters which is some 5 to I. 6 
Kms. away. It is time consuming journey 
also. I demand that this old line shodld be 
restored. We are .not demanding any 
new line. This needs to be paid due atten-
tion. Our area is not being developed 
from the beginning. The reason for this 
is that as soon as a Minister quits his 
office, everything comes to a standstill. 
During Shri Lal it Narain Mishra's time, 
many lines had been surveyed but no one 
knows where the files relating to those 
lines have gone. The people of Bihar are 
lethargic and are in slumber but when they 
wake up, they make things difficult. There-
fore. I would jjke to draw your attention 
to the backward areas. The foundation 
stone of Chhitoni-Bagha said bridge was 
laid by Shrimati Indir€! Gandhi but she too 
is no more now. No Railway Minister has 
paid attention towards this side. It can 
connect U.P. and Bihar. With these words, 
I welcome the Railway Budget. 

SHRI MANKURAM SODI (Bastar) 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I support the 
Railway Budget presented by the hone 
Minister. I w ill speak about the area 
where people have been exploited, sup-
pressed and d~nied their just rights for 
hundreds of years. Due to lack of means 
of transport in that area even after so 
many years of independence, unlike other 
areas, justice has not been meted out to 
them. In the matter of education also, 
we suffer because good teachers do not go 
there. Due to lack of means 0 r transport 
if good teachers do not go there, the chil-
dren will not be able to get proper educa-
tion. We remain deprived of those advan-
tages which are available to other areas. 
Whate\;er policy or scheme is formulated 
by the Government for the development 
of the area remains unknown to the peo-
ple as good administrators do not go 
there. In this way the work does not 
progress according to the plans. The deve-
lopment 04· agriculture is also impeded. 
If there is good yield, market is not avai-
lable and in the absence of means of trans~ 
port, the farmers are exploited. In our 
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area salt and 'chironji' are bartered. In 
this way we have been the victims of ex-
ploitation for hundreds of years. Even 
today we are being exploited because no 
cottage industry is being encouraged there. 
Due to lack of means of transport and 
markets, the traders are unable to reach 
there. JIl. For hundreds of years, the lab-
our of the area has been going to the con-
tractors of the other areas for work and 
becomes bonded there. The other areas 
have developed due to extension of rail 
facilities there. We may formulate any 
number of plans for Adivasi and back-
ward area,;. If good administrators d~ 
not go in those areas and are not provided 
incentives for good work, we cannot succe-
ed however hard we may try to d~velop 

that area. 

Thus,we have been persistently deman-
ding from the hon. Railway Minister for 
the last 20 years that Raipur line in Bastar 
district should be linked with JagdaJpur, 
but not even a mile of railway line has 
been 1aid nor is there any hope for it in 
the future. The raii'V.ay line at present is 
upto Beladilla. The railway line upto 
Beladil1a was extended because the indus-, 
try needed it there and the Central Gov-
errment considered It necessary to provide 
rai1way line there from that pOInt of view. 
But, from the development point of vievv, 
that area has not been given even one mile 
long railway line, nor any provision has 
been made in the Seventh Plan in this 
regard. Thus, the Government did not 
pay any heed to the persistent demand of 
the local people. If you do not give a rail-
way line to that area, no purpose is going 
to be served by formulating plans worth 
crotes of rupees be"auc;e no skilled worker 
will be prepared to go there, no body 
would be prepared to set up any Industry 
there, no good administrator would like to 
go there. Thus, no developmental \\ ork 
win be possible either in the field of 
agriculture or in the field of education. 
Therefore, the actual development of that 
area will take place only wh~n means of 
transportation are made available there 
otherwise, even crores of rupees spent i~ 
the name of tribals and backward areas 
will Dat yeild any benefit to them. There-
fore, I would again request the hon. 
R"UW~~ Mimst~r to considt! the dematld 

of the tribals and lay at least a few miJes 
of railway line for which I shall be thank-
ful to him. 

[Engiirh) 

SHRI JAGANNATH PATTNAIK 
(Kalahandi): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to support the Railway Budget bro-
ught forward by our Railway Minister. 
Sir, no doubt) there is all round develop-
ment in the RaIlways. But with some 
regret, I have to mention that much care 
has not been taken to see that regional 
imbalance is completely eradicated. So, 
there is an imperative need to evolve a 
new strategic and operational approach 
to ensure that discrjmination and regio-
nal imbalance are completely eradica-
ted. 

SIr, you know that Oris~a is a very 
backward State so far as railways are 
concerned. I shall draw the attentioB of 
the hon. Minister to include i:ll the surv~y 
the Arnbaguda .. Lanjigarh railway line 
which is a very rich mineral area and 
which is an area full of tribal people. 
Most economically backward areas of 
Koraput, Kalahandi and other districts 
lIke Phulbani will be connected. It will 
also connect the alumina plant at Daman-
jodi with Vizag Port. So also, the Khurda-
Bolangir raiJway lIne which has been in-
c'uded in the survey should be expedited 
and the work shoul<.1 be completed earlier. 
Likewise, the Ta1cher-Sambalpur railway 
line will expand the collieries and this 
\\ ill help in creating a new industrial in-
frastructure. The Jakhpura Bansapani 
railway line will reduce the transporta-
tion costs on export tariff. The Koraput-
Rayagada line should be completed. 

I have given some other proposals 
and I have drawn the attention of the hon. 
Minister through various means to intro .. 
duce a new railway line between Amba-
guda-Lanjigarh. I am again repeatine 
this because this is a "ery important line 
and that is why I am stressing it. There 
is a train called the Sambalpur Express 
from Howrah to Sambalpur. It if can b. 
extended upto Rayagada, the entire sou-
thern and western coast of both Orissa 
;nd Andhra Pradesh will b •• cD~fitcd.. So 
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it should be extended upto Ray.agada or 
a bogey should be attached from Raya-
gada so that it can be linked to the Sam-
balpur Express. 

And there should be a direct train 
from Titlagarh to Puri, because Puri is a 
holy place for the entire mankind. 
Bhubaneswar is the State capital. This 
train will provide fan opportunity for the 
peopie of the western and southern parts 
to have a direct link with the State capi-
tal, and the holy place Puri. 

There is a train which is known as the 
Link Express. It i5 going up to Raipur 
I demand that this Link Express ~hould be 
extended directly' upto Delhi, instead of 
Raipur. 

I have some more points, but the time 
is short. All the recommendations in the 
reports of different committees with regard 
to recruitment, training and promotion 
should be implemented. \Ve should en-
courage indigenization. So, the input of 
imported materials ~hould be reduced. 
Gradually, we should see that we become 
self-suffcient in all the industries, including 
Railways. There should be electrification, 
because it will serve the purpose of con-
servation of energy. 

There was an argument that electri-
fication would cost Ri. 10 lakhs per Km.; 
but there is a proposal by the Raj Com-
mittee that if we use aluminium, instead of 
Rs. 10 lakhs, we will have to spend only 
Rs. 7 lakhs, to complete one Km. So, it 
should be taken into consideration. 

I strongly plead for the complete abo-
lition of the contract labour system. All 
those labourers should be absorbed as 
regular labour in Railways. 

We have introduced computers now. 
It is the demand of the modern era. In 
order to improve our administrative effi-
ciency, and for better management, 
we must use computers. But we should 
be careful that it does not squeeze the 
opportunities for providing employment. 

The cbi1dr~n of Railway employees 

should be given better educational and 
medical facilities. 

One more point-regarding sports. The 
Railways are playing a vital role in the 
matter of sports. Many employees from 
Railways have earned name and fame for 
this country in many international athletic 
meets. While thanking the Minister for 
bringing this about, I would urge upon 
hinl to provide more funds for sports acti-
vities. If needed. we can bring in inter-
nationally eminent coaches, so that our 
boys can get better training. Through 
Railway this country will then achieve 
glory and international gold medals. 

With these words, while argui!lg that 
the Planning Commi~sion should live 
more money for Railways because it cre-
ates the basic infrastructure for all-round 
development of the country. I ~ttongly 
plead that the Minister should ensure that 
regional imbalance is completely eradica-
ted. In order to fulfil that basic concept 
and to achieve the socialistic goals, the 
demands of Orissa should be taken into 
consideration, and greater attention paill 
to our State. 

[Trans/at ion] 

SHRI RAJ KUMAR RAI (Gho~j): 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am gratetul to 
you for giving me an opportunity to speak 
on the Railway Budget. I support thi. 
Budget. By prese-nting this Budget, Shri 
Bansi Lal. whose ability and actions are 
well-known, has allayed the apprehension 
that foI1owing the hike in petroleum pro-
ducts, the Rail\'Vay Budglet will break the 
back of the people. Therefore, I express 
my thanks to him and extend my support 
to this Budget. 

Sir, whereas the entire country has 
heaved a sigh of relief after the presenta-
tion of this Budget but at the same time 
I would like to draw the attention of the 
hon. Minister to some aspects which have 
not received his attention in the Budget. 

The work relating to construction of 
new railway lines has been corisiderably 
reduced on the plea that it is not econo-
mically viable or that the viability is less. 
The broad saule or nan-ow puce lines 
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laid during the British period or a few 
years thereafter are being strengthened and 
bulk of the Budget is being spent on these 
lines. But that region of the country which 
bas unfortunately remained backward all 
these years has no railway line and if it 
does not receive his attention now, it will 
~o~tinue to be neglected for decades to 
come and those areas will lag far behind 
as far as development is concerned. They 
will not get full benefits of independence. 
No area can make any progress if it has no 
means of communications, railways etc. 
Sir, I belong to that part of Uttar Pradesh 
which is totally backward, very peor and 
has enormous unemployment.. There is 
no industry there. The reason is that 
there is no broad gauge railway line in 
that area. The attention of Government 
has been drawn to the need for a railway 
line by a number of Members eversince 
this Parliament came into being. The atten-
tion of the hon. Minister of Railways was 
also drawn, but there is no mention of 
this even in the Seventh Five Year Plan. 
Banaras-Cbhapra line, Shahganj-Ballia 
line, Bagha bridge to which Shri Pathak 
was also just now referring, Dohiaghat-
Indara line and many more railway lines 
could be mentioned. Approval lor Banaras 
Bhatni line was given, but the progress of 
v'ork on that line is so slow that we feel 
as if Government are determined not to 
accelerate the pace of development in our 
area. I would like to submit to the hon. 
Minister, through you, that he should 
CLme upto the expectations of the people 
who have reposed trust on his determina-
tion to get work done and should pay 
attentiod to the backward areas also. We 
ha\e to compete with Punjab and Haryana. 
They say that why they were lagging be-
hind where their own leader is the 
Minister? 

He can say that there is shortage Of 
resources. But, if corruption and pilfe-
rage is checked in the railways, it will 
result in increase in income which could 
be properly utilised. The expenditure in 
the railways is more than the income. I 
have made a comparative study of the 
reports of 1952, 1954 and 1968 and I have 
found that the expenditure is ever increas-
ing and as a result of that DO new project 
~'n be taken ul' in tb_ near future. There-

fore, there is need to pay attention t8 it 
also. 

The biggest problem today is over-cro-
wding. This can be judged from the fact 
that when we travel by train the passen-
gers force their entry even in reserved 
compartments. Besides, there is problem 
of reservation also. Nobody wants to 
travel without reservation. He knows that 
if he dares to travel without reservation, 
he will be crushed. A weak persons is 
simply pushed out. The hon. Minister 
should pay attention to it. 

The hon. Mini!ter has categorically 
admitted that ticketless travel in 
trains is on the increase. When he 
has admitted this he should aho 
have explained the reasons therefor. I 
strongly feel that if a strong Minister like 
him is unable to check it, no one else can 
do so. The ratio of ticketless passengers 
is gradually increasing. Who will check it 
if he is unable to do so ? What the official 
machinery is doing? Why the orders are 
not being implemented and where are tht 
funds going? Why the people are increa-
singly taking to ticketless travel? Strin-
gent laws are required to deal with this 
problem firmly. Today, there i~ a need to 
implement such laws. The image of the 
Government and that of Shri Bansi Lal 
will improve only if they deal with it 
firmly so as to bring down the number of 
ticketless passengers in the days to 
come. 

Sir, there is Mhow junctiun on Sha-
hganj-Ballia narrow gauge line. Two-thre. 
years back when Shri A.B.A Ghani Khan 
Chou~hary was the Railway Minister, he 
had inaugurated an o\er-bridge on this 
line. A well-known administrator of that 
area had chaired that function. Sir, there 
is a lot of criticism not because of lack 
of progress. I met Shri Rajiv Gandhi and 
Shri Bansi Lal and told them that when 
some one lays the foundation-stone with 
an official stamp. it was not proper to say 
later that the work would start only when 
the State Government would contribute 
their share and that the Railways wouJd 
undertake the construction only after the 
State Government had constructed the 
neces~ary apprcach reads. 1 he Railways 
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are unnecessarily delaying the construction 
on technical grounds but the people are not 
going to listen to such lanle excuses. When 
a gentleman like the Railway Minister and 
Shri Ghani Khan Chaudhary inaugurates 
a work in the presence of 4-6 ]akh people 
think that the work would definitely be 
done. But, now it would be a blot on the 
Government if it is delayed unnecessarily 
due to some technicalities. It is not appre-
ciable if a person lIke you is unable to do 
it. 

When I met the hon. Minister, I had 
put before him certain arguments. Inciden-
tally, he is also present in the House. I 
had informed him that Azamgarh, Ghazi-
pur Balha are such districts as have no 
broad-gauge railway line. Even If there is 
a line or two, the trains whIch run on 
them emit a Jot of smoke. Today the situa-
tion is that du;! to these dilficulties and 
mismanagement even the officials of that 
area working in DelhI cannot visit their 
vil1ages. SJmIlarly pee pIe cOIning to Delhi 
face the same dlfficulties. I had 
requested for some quota of seats 
at Shahganj In Assam MaiJ and in 
Tinsukia mail at Ballm, A7amgarh and 
Ghazipur. I had also requested for quota-
of 2-4-6 seats.. one or two seats in 1st 
class and a few in Second class in the 
trains running for Bombay, Madras and 
Delhi. If"e want to travel to Jaunpur, we 
are not able to do so. ThiS ~lll not involve 
much expenditure. The han. Minister 
should kindly pay attention to these mat-
ters. When will these difficulties be re-
moved if they are not removed dUTIng your 
tenure? 

Sir, I '" auld like to submit that the 
services of my area in the freedom struggle 
are a glowmg saga of sacrifice. The land 
is fertile there and the people want to 
work. One can find labourers belonging 
to Eastern Uttar Pradesh and \Vestern 
Bihar thioughout the world. But in this 
era of de"elopment, these areas are still 
extremely backward. We have lost patie-
nce now. We are expecting a volcano to 
erupt and then it will bring a revolution and 
government will be forced to ponder over 
it. We are constrained to raise these mat-
ters again and again in this House. We 
are bemg comp lled to awaken the govern-
ment and we have b~en \isked to commit 

ourselves to get their grievances redressed 
and go on "Pad yatra" in Callia, Jaunpur 
Ghazipur, Azamgarh, Deoria and invite 
you to \ isit these places and to highlight 
their problem, so that you might con ... 
vince them about the difficulties and ask 
for their forgiveness. That day is not far 
wh n p~ople will lose their patience. 
With these words~ I support the Railway 
Budget. 

·SHRI P. APPALANARASIMHAM 
(AnakapalIi) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. 
presenting a separate budget for Railways 
is the legacy that we have inherited from 
the British rulers. I am against this prac-
tice. Even after independence the old 
practice of pres~nting a separate budget for 
railways IS being followed to thlS day. 
Having a separate budget for Railways 
makes things difficult. Many more pro-
cedures have to be followed. For example 
many accidents takes place at the level 
crossings at Ye1amanchali, Bayyavaram, 
Anakapam, Aganampudi. We had been 
requesting for the construction of over-
bridges at these places. But because of 
the cumbersome procedure, we were made 
to shuttle between Zilla Parishads,National 
Highway Authority and Railway Ivfinistry. 
The constructIon of over bridges at these 
places has not been taken up so far. So 
even for a minor thing ljke construction 
of an overbridge, one has to follow cum-
bersome procedure. These delays can be 
avoided if the Railway Budget is presented 
alongwith General Budget. 

Many hon. Members belonging to the 
treasury as welJ as the opposition benches 
took part in the discusslon. Either they 
were praisi ~ the buJgct or CrIll.' 1 19 it. 
They were not really lllterested in the pro-
per analysis of the budget. The Railway 
Mmister has tried to paint the budget rosy 
but really it is not so. Developmental acti-
vities have been given a low priority. The 
budget does not mention of developing the 
railways in the country. All that has been 
said is just to perform the formality. It is 
mere a compilatIon of statistics. No new 
measures are being introduced to improve 
the efficiency of the railways. Sir, in foreign 
countries trains run at a speed of 500 Kms. 

.The speech was orisinally delivered iJ;\ 
Tel\llu. 
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to 600 Kms. We, in India cannot even 
ima,aine our trains running at such speed. 
Evon the existing speed is being brought 
down. After a recent a~cident in Tamil-
nadu Express the speed is now -brought 
down to 60 Kms. per hour. 

Sir, Visakhapatnam is one of the major 
industrial centres in the country. Vlsakha-
patnam steel plant is fast coming up. A 
railway line has already been laid. But the 
construction of the yard or station has not 
started. Even the location of the yard 
and the station has not yet been fixed. 

Sir, the catering service in our trains 
~ very poor. The quality of the food 
supplied in the trains is far from satis-
factory. Even several members belonging 
to the Ruling party have complained about 
it. The food in polythene bags, supplIed 
at stations like Ballarashah, Kazipet 
stations is quite hopeless. Even the animals 
would refuse to touch that food. The food 
should not be supplied in polyth~ne covers 
and steps have to be taken to improve the 
catering services. 

Sir, the Government ha\ e set up a 
coach factory at Kapurthala in Punjab. I 
welcome it and wish that such factories 
come up in every State. But at the same 
time, I am sorry to say that the Govern-
ment ha"e ignored the demand of Andhra 
Pradesh in setting up a coach factory at 
Kazipet. the decision was taken up long 
ago. Yet, the decision has not been im-
plemented so far. I request the GO\ ern-
ment to take steps to set up coach factory 
at Kazipet. 

I take this opportunity to request the 
hone Railway Minister to run a passenger 
train between Samarlakota and Visakha-
patnam. Similarly a train between Vijia-
nagaram and Visakhapatnam should also 
be introduced. These are the long stand-
ing demands of the people in the area. 
The population in Vizag has gene up by 
3llakhs in the last one and a half year. 
People from the neighbouring areas come 
to Vizag to earn their livelihood. Hence in-
t.foDuction of these trains is very much 
nacessary and I bope that hone Minister 
will.oeMider this request favourably. 

Sir, there is a proposal under consi-
deratjon of the Government to introduc a 
train from Vizag to New Delhi. It IS said 
that this train will be connected to the 
Oakshin Express. In stead of connecting 
this proposed train to Dakshin Express, I 
request you to connect it to Andhra 
Pradesh Express. 

Sir, there is a rule of the Ministry of 
the Railways which prohibits its employees 
to take up their grievances to the Members 
of Par1iament of MLAs. If an employee 
approaches any M.P. or an i\,1LA for the 
redressal of his grievance he becomes liable 
ior dIsciplinary action. This is atrocious. 
We are a democracy. Approaching a 
people's representative for the redressal of 
personal grievance is not undemocratic. 
Employees, like any other citizen. have a 
right to ventilate their grie\ ance before a 
people's repre sentative. Taking disciplinary 
action against the employees "'ho approach 
the p~blk representatives is quite unjusti-
fied and uncalled for. Hence I request the 
hone IYlinister to scrap the rule imme-
diately. 

Sir, I thank you very much for giving 
me the opportunity and conclude my 
speech. 

CH. LACHCHHI RAM (Jalaun) : Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am obligeJ to you 
for giving me an opportunity to speak. 
The Hon. Railway l\linister deser, ~s aU 
praise for presenting a Railway budget 
which is not only encouraging but a!.,o in 
the interest of masses. As the time at my 
disposal is limited, I would submit a few 
things about my own area, instead of go-
ing into the subtleties of budget. I have 
been elected from the Bundelkhand area of 
Uttar Pradesh. It is a backward area and 
has been a princely State. At present, 
Government is paymg a lot of attention to 
this area but still much remains to be done 
there. 

15.04 brs. 

[SHRIMATI BASAV ARAJESWARI 
ill the Cha;r} 

Our area is divided into two districts 
viz., Jalaun and larotha in Jhansi distri~ti, 
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[eh. Lachchhi Ram] 
I would like to draw your attention to dis .. 
trict Jalaun. A railway line between Jhans; 
and Lucknow passes through our area. 
Many trains ply on this route. These trains 
are important and go upto Bombay and 
Cochin. Some of them come from Gorakh-
pur and other distant places. But because 
of single track, these trains often get late. 
This causes inconvenience to long distance 
passengers. One train which passes through 
our area goes to Cochin but it does not 
itop at Urai which is an important station 
in our area. It stops while coming but 
not on its return. I, therefore, demand 
that it should halt there. But till there is 
a double track in the area, this problem 
will not be solved. 

I met the Railway Minister along with 
my colleagues in connection with a railway 
line. Food-grains and oil-seeds are pro-
duced in Konch on a large scale. A 
railway line was constructed from there to 
Etah during the British time. But it seems 
that today efforts are being made to dis-
mantle this railway line. We had reques-
ted the hon. Minister to extend it to Gohat 
but instead of that I recei\'ed a letter from 
him disclosing that it is being dismantled 
because of it being uneconomical. This 
will cause great resentment among the 
people there. If a warehouse is cons-
tructed there, additional wagons are pro-
vided and other shortcomings are removed, 
then it can prove economically viable. 
Recently, Rs. 80 lakhs were spent on its 
conversion into a broad gallge line. If it 
i, dismantled, it would cause great hard-
,hip to the people of the area. I would 
request not to dismantle it but to extend 
it to Gohat via Nandigaon Sewada. 

The other area larotha in my consti-
tuency is surrounded by rivers. Yesterday 
an hone Member said that many people 
in Bundelkband have never seen a train. 
There is a long standing demand for a 
railway line which may pass _ through 
Jarotha and connect Mauranipur with Eta. 
Oil-seeds and foodgrains are produd:d in 
large quantity in this area but as this area 
is surrounded by rivers, which have no 
.ridges, a lot of time is taken to carry the 
foodgrains to the Mandis. Therefore, there 
i$ o .. d to link it with a railway line. 

As an hone Member rightly pointed 
out, the people of this area are deprived 
of certain facilities becaus-e the Central 
Railway headquarters' is located far away 
from there. I would, therefore, request 
that this headquarters should be set up at 
Jhansi which is a central place. 

Passenger trains are delayed because 
they are driven by steam engine. If the 
steam engines are replaced by diesel engine 
this delay can be eliminated. For some 
days, diesel engines were used in passenger 
trains on Jhansi-Kanpur route and these 
started moving on time. 

During the time of late Shri Lal Baha .. 
dUJ; Shastri, a survey was conducted for 
construction of a railway line between 
Urai and Jalaun via Etawah. The work is 
still incomplete and no attention is being 
paid to a complete it. Besides foodgrains, 
oilseeds and potatoes, sugarcane is pro-
duced on a large scale in this area but in 
the absence of a railway line and other 
means of transport, the farmers are not 
able to get remunerative prices for their 
produce With these words, I congratu-
late the hone Railway Minister. 

SHRI BALASAHEB VIKHE PATIL 
(Kopargaon) I thank you for 
giving me an opportunity to speak. I 
would not speak for more than three or 
four minutes. At the outset, I congratu-

late the hon. Railway Minister and hi~ 

colleague, the Minister of State for not 
only checking the fare hike but also imp-
roving the working of Railways, thereby 
adding to the revenue of the Government. 

I would like to give a few suggestions 
in this connection. Firstly, I would like 
to point out that the passengers have to 
suffer a lot due to the thefts in the rail-
ways. Early stepS should be taken to 
check these thefts. There was a proposal 
to set up an independent Railway Police 
Force, instead of the State police to check 
such thefts but it has not been set up so 
far. It has been left to the State Govern .. 
ment to post the police officers and they 
post thos~ officers in the Railway Police 
whom they do not want and this is the 
reason why there has been no improve ... 
ment in this regard. I have observed 
that most of tb- thefts particularly in ~ 
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class compartments take place between 
Nankhed and Parmani. This matter has 
been discussed with the concerned autho· 
rities many times but there has been nei-
ther any improvement in this regard nor 
anyone has been apprehended. 

So far as electrification of railway 
lines is concerned, it needs further improve-
ment. The Mandad-Daund railway line is 
a link between North and South. Now 
that both these pJaces have got electricity 
facility, an electrified 1ink railway line 
should be provided. It does involve 
some expenditure but it \\-ill surely bring 
about the needed improvement in t!1e 
working of railways. There are many 
industries in this area which can contri-
bute towards its development. I ha ~'e 
made efforts in this direction but it has 
been observed that there is heavy load on 
the link line that has been constructed there. 
Last time when I asked a question in Par-
liament in this regard, I was told that as 
the load intensity had considerably increa-
sed, this line would not be able to with-
stand any further load. I am not avvare 
of the factual position in this regard. I 
would request the Government to give 
serious thought to this matter. 

Thirdly, where there are railways, they 
do contribute to industrialisation. :r-.;O\V 

population of the cities i~ increasing. Side 
by side. the number of jhuggis and jhonp-
ries is also increasing. But owmy to in-
crease in population, the people of villages 
migrate to cities and. therefore, facilities of 
more railway Jines should be provided in 
the rural areas. There has been a long 
standing demand to convert Manmad·Aura· 
ngabad-Pardi-Baijnath metre gauge line in-
to a broad gauge line and the GQvern-
ment also wants it but it always runs short 
of funds. There are many state industries 
in Marathwada but in spite of this. the 
industrialists do not wish to go there 
because there is no broad gauge line in the 
area which results in losses to them. I. 
therefore, request that this work should be 
taken up and completed expeditiously. It 
has been stated that Miraj-Lathur metre 
gauge line is not economically viable. But 
if coal supply is provided, this railway line 
can prove beneficial to the backward area 
of Marathwada. Similarly, there has been 
a demand for Ahmedanagar-Beed Parli-
B.ijDath raHway line foe the last 70 years. 

Gen. Db. 

A survey has also been conducted but due 
to paucity of funds it is not being taken 
up. This railway line would help the 
drought prone area and as a result of 
direct link between Marathwada and Bom-
bay it will help in decentralising the in-
dustry. 

Be-;,ide'i, I would submit that as; the 
Sholapur Division has become administra-
tively unmanageable, it should be divided 
into two Divisions. Manmad is acquiring 
growing importance in the area. Half of 
the country's food grain stocks are stored 
in Manmad. Besides Sholapur division, 
one more division should be created near 
Manm3d or Bhusava1. This will go a long 
way to improv~ the working of railways. 
The railway e~ployees and the passengers 
will be greatly benefited thereby. Manmad 
is a big junction. I feel that more facili-
tiee;; s110uld be provided there. Even drin-
king water has not been made available 
ther!!. A number of industries are locat-
ed in Manmad, Srirampur and Ahmedna-
gar but adequate provision for expansion 
has not been made. The expansion work 
is being carried in at a snail's pace. This 
should be speeded up. 

Fruits are produced in large quantity 
in our area. Every year we request the 
han. Minister to make arrangements for 
the transportation of fruits on priority 
basis. But the same is not being done ins-
pite of the fact that the fruits are a perish-
able item. As a result, the fruits get rot-
ten there re;uIting in heavy loss to the 
growers. Therefore, I would request the 
Rail'vay Minister to bring forward a legis-
lation under which priority is given to the 
transportation of seasonal fruits so as to 
avoid losses to the growers. 

Once Pandit Kamlapati Tripathi visited 
Shirdi. At that time he gave an assurance 
that a railway line from Punatamba to 
Shirdi would be constructed. But no such 
line has been constructed there till this 
date. I would request that if a Minister 
gives an assurance then the Minister who 
su\!ceeds him should fulfil it. Shirdi is a 
secular holy place and people belonging 
to other religions also visit that place. So 
I would request the hon. Minister to fulfil 
the assurance siven by the then Mi.oi$t,r, 
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With these words. I welcome the Rail. 
way Budget and thank you for givinS me 
an opportunity to speak. 

DR. CHANDRA SHEKHAR 
TRIPATHI (KhaliIabad): Mr. Speaker. 
Sir, I convey my thanks to the han. 
Railway Minister for giving relief to the 
peopte and for not increasing freight rates 
in the~ budget. He has also spelt out 
measures to check ticket less travel and to 
rettl(yve hardships being faced by the 
people. The Budget shows that the 
incidence of train accidents has not come 
down as yet. But good work has Oeen 
done in the fields ot family welfare and 
planta-rion. For this, I congratulate the 
hone Minister. Although prices of petro-
leum proJucts have been raised, yet the 
rise has not affected the railway Budget. 
This is a good augury. 

Our Government wants that regIOnal 
imbalances are removed and that the 
backward areas make progress. It is need-
less to reiterate in t he House that the 
castern U.P. is the most backward area in 
the country where lakhs of people are 
living below the poverty line and are 
unemployed. The region has practically 
no industry. Survey of a railway line from 
Satjanwa to Gonda via Bansi was conduc-
teC! when Babu Jagjiwan Ram and Shri Shi\ 
Narayan were Railway f\.iinisters but the 
line has not been constructed so far. 
Mebdaval town is inhabited by weavers. 
There is no railway link and therefore they 
cannot take their goods to market for sale. 
This is hampering their progress. Vakhira 
is YalnOus for copper and bronze items. 
In tire absence of railway line there, thou-
sands of traders are leading a life of wants. 
They are unable to progress. They neither 
can bring raw-material nor can send finish 
products for sale. Besides, there is also 
a famous rice and rock saIt Mandi of India 
at Bansi Naha. But for want of a railway 
1in~ the people of the area have remained 
backward and are facing problem of sub-
sistence In this context, I would also 
like to say that the level crossings at 
Khalilabad IS closed thirty minutes before 

traiAs arrive. In the absence of an over-bri-
dge tJaere, the tra.ffi.c comes to a stand still 
and thousands of people have to face areat 

hardships. I had raised this matter in -the 
Zonal Committee also and would like to 
request the hone Minister in this House 
that an over-bridge should be constructed 
there at the earliest. Another thing. The 
metre-gauge line from Gorakhpur to Loc-
know has been converted into broad gaule 
line as a result the height of platforms at 
various railway stations bas been J0wered . 
The passengers particularly the weak, 
women and old have to face a great 
difficulty in boarding. Sometimes they 
meet with fatal accidents. So I would 
request that the height of the platforms. 
should be raised at the earliest. Sheds 
have not been provided at alJ the platforms 
So the passengers have to face great 
difficulty in the scorching sun and during 
rains. This should be looked into. I 
would also like to draw the attention of 
the hon. Minister to the claims sections of 
the railways. It has corne to notice that 
medicines, etc., parceled or sent by goods 
train from Delhi to Lucknow, are pilfered 
on the way by the railway employees 
tbemselves, and the railways have to pay 
compensation to the tune of crores of 
rupees. Th erefore, Government must .fix 
responsibility in this regard and if it is 
done, I can say that Railways will not 
have to pay compensation amounting to 
crores of rupees and thay can invest the 
amount so saved in the construction of 
new railway lines. This will help in the 
progress of the backward and neglected 
areas. 

It is seen that the gap between input 
and output has increased. As against 100 
In 1970, it has increased to 398.6 in ]984--85 
I would suggest that extravagance in ex-
penditure should be curtailed. Officers 
should not be allowed to stay in the five 
Star hotels and their rooms should not be 
furnished with luxurious carpets. The 
savings thus made could be spent on laying 
new lines in backward areas. This win 
remove regional imbalances and the people 
will get maximum transport facilities. 

You have made a detailed reference of 
medical facilities I have seen a scanning 
machine at Madras imported from Japan 
which makes diagnosis of brain and head 
injury in 10 seconds. In train accidents 
most of the people die of head and brain 
injuries and there is no facilit)' .v.jJabl~ 
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for making quick diagnoses. In such cases 
a delay of few seconds can claim life. I 
would request that such machines should 
be installed wherever possible so that head 
or brain injuries are diagonised without 
loss of time and the life of the people in-
volved in railway accidents is saved. 

More Ayurvedic and Unani hospitals 
should be set up to provide inexpensive 
medical facilities. 

With these words, I express my thanks 
to the hon. Minister and support this 
Budget. 

SHRI RAMASHRA Y PRASAD 
SINGH (Jahanabad) ; Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
I am thankful to you for giving me an 
opportunity to speak. 

In this Budget, the prOVISion that has 
been made for laying new railway lines is 
very nomina1. Railway is a very big 
department and it has a pivotal role to 
play in the allround development of the 
country. 

Since I have ver~' Jittle time at my dispo-
sal, I shall confine myself to certain sugg-
estions pertaining to my constituency only. 
In our area train is the cheapest mode of 
transport. Travelling by road or by buses 
is costly. All people cannot afford to 
travel by bus I would like to invite your 
attention to Patna-Gaya rail\\ay iine, 
which was opened for traffic in 1876. The 
Grand Cord which is called the Gaya. 
Mugalsarai Branch was opened in 1900 A D. 
and the Gaya-Dhanbad Bran:h Line was 
commissioned in 1906. Taking into con-
sideration the communication needs of the 
area, the British Government accorded 
priority to Patna-Gaya railway branch in 
the initial stage of operation of railways. 
I would like to tell the hon. Minister how 
important the Gaya-Patna railway line is. 
It was given priority even when India \\ as 
not independent, but uptil noW this has not 
been converted into doubJe line. In the 
event of any accident on Howrah-Mugal-
sarai Orand Cord Line and Howrah-
Mughalsarai line, an the trains running on 
this line are diverted to Gaya-Patna line. 
So, at such time this line provides a very 
111lpotw.nt Uulc;. Such iQ the importance and 

priority of this J Jne. Our hon. Minister is a 
very able and competent person. But no 
attention has been paid towards this line 
and it has remained neglected till date. 
The rolling stock and other things on this 
line are out dated. The railway lines in 
this area are also very old. When some 
accident takes place, the people do not 
blame the Railway Ministry but by sheer 
innocence regard it as a nationa 1 calamity. 
The Railway Minister is not paYing atten-
tion towards this. Such an old line has 
not been doubled so far. I demand 
that the Patna-Gaya Section should be 
doubled forthwith. Survey has already 
been got done here but the resource-con-
straint should not be an exe use. I would 
say that the constraint of resources will 
always remain. Then how will we be able 
to bring about development. If some area 
remains undeveloped it gives rise to dis-
satisfaction, and thus is born terrorism. 
This is the basic factor for the spread of 
terrorism and you people are responsible 
for this. When terrorism, has spread, then, 
for containing the terrorism, you have to 
spend more than what you would have 
spent on laying a railway line, in that area 
and even then you fail to control terrorism. 
Therefore, every S tJ. te should be eqlUllly 
developej. Our BIhar State is a very 
unfortunate State in which so far nothing 
has been done in the matter of development 
of rai!way net-work. Last year also; I bad 
maje a request for making a provison is 
current Budget for doubling this line. I 
had also demanded replacement of old rail 

lines and rolling stock. I request that 
attention should be paid towards this. 
The steam engines should also be phased 
out. The Jives of the people should not 
be play'~d with in this manner. 

Now I want to putforth some sugges-
tions about the operation aspect. The 
passengers going from Patna, Gaya, etc., 
to Madras and South India have.to face 
many difficulties. No direct rail service 
is availabl e from there. Therefore, I 
suggest that Mad ras-Bokaro Steel City 
Express should be extended upto Patna. 
Four additional coaches should be attached 
to 93-94 Up/Down Patna Ran~hi Express 
which may be Shifted to Madras-Bokaro/ 
Steel City Express at Ranchi to provide 
facility to the people. B.sid~ in ~~ 
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absence of stoppage of 93-94 Patna Ranchi 
Express at Jehanabad, people intending to 
go to Ranchi from Jehanabad experience a 
lot of difficulties. My submission is that 
the number of coaches in this train should 
be increased. If 350 Dn. Mughalsarai 
Passenger which starts at 15.45 and arrives 
at Gaya at 20.25 and remains stationed 
there for 10 hours, is extended upto Patna, 
it will provide a lot of facility to the 
people. Gaya .. Patna line which is a very 
old line should be converted into broad 
gauge line. With these words I conclude. 

SHRI NIHAL SINGH JAIN (Agra) : 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am grateful to you 
for giving me an opportunity to express 
my views. Through you, I congratulate 
the bon. Transport Minister for presen-
thing this balanced Railway Budget and 
support it. The hon. Minister has taken 
a bold step by not ·increasing the railway 
freights. This will help in containing price 
ri~e. Increase in goods traffic, realisation of 
production targets and computerisation of 
reservation are really laudable achievements. 
Continuance of concessional travel for the 
youth is a very commendable gesture. 
Tbis will definitely strengthen national in-
tegration. The hone Minister deserves 
congratulations for renewal of tracks, im-
provement in railway catering services and 
simplification of refund rules. I also 
congratulate him for announcing impor-
tant surveys to be taken up in 1986-87 
between New Delhi and Agra and 
New Delhi and Kanpur. This will bene-
fit the public and reduce journey time to 
a great ebtent. But through you, I want 
to draw the attention of the hon. Minister 
to certain fundamental issues. It has 
been the policy of the Railways to ensure 
punctuality of trains but the factors that 
hinder the observance of punctuality al e 
not being removed. In this connection, 
I would like to draw the attention of the 
hon. Minister particularly to the Central 
Railway. On Delhi Madras and Delhi-
Bombay routes, there is single line route 
near Dhou]pur. Similarly, between Babina 
and Basai, between Hoshangabad and 
Budni and at several other places there are 
single line routes. So, my submission is 
that in order to ensure punctuality of 
trains it is necessary that tbe lines are 
dO\lbl,c;1. El~trjfieation of fQ.il t~a<;~ 

between Agra and Tundla should be under-
taken at the earliest so that east-bound 
trains could also be run through Agra. 
One problem is that of the crowd on the 
stations of metropolitan cities. Take the 
example of Delhi itself. The Railways 
Ministry has noticed this. They have 
from time to time set up two new stations-
New Delhi station and Nizamuddin station 
where fast trains terminate and the passen-
gers bound for other destination have to 
change the trains. If they have to go to 
Rajasthan, they will have to go via Old 
Delhi. Therefore, I would request that in 
order to tackle the problem of overcrow-
ding, many other routes should be studied 
through which this crowd can be diverted. 
For example, trains like Tamil Nadu Ex-
press coming from South should be 
terminated at Agra and from there ano-
ther trains should be made available for 
Rajasthan. More trains should be started 
in addition to the existing ones. This 
arrangement will help in reducing the 
crowd. This will save the time of the 
passengers. They will also have to pay 
less fare. For this, fast trains from Agra 
to Ahmedabad etc. should be started. 

The Ministry of Railways provjdes 
many facilities to the country and foreign 
tourists. Agra is one of the major tou-
rism centres of India. But it has remai-
ned neglected so far as these facilit ies are 
concerned. Reservation facilities in the 
trains going to all directions is the mini-
mum for Agra. For example, Delhi-
Calcutta route passes through TundIa near 
Agra but a quota of on1y two berths is-
available in Kalka Mail. In Bombay 
bound mail trains also there is no reserva-
tion quota from Mathura or Bharatpur. 
It should be increased. In Avadh Ex-
press; a second class. bogie and an AC 
sleeper should be attached. The condi-
tion of waiting rooms at stations is bad. 
Facilities are lacking there. These also 
need to be taken care of. Agra is a sta-
tion of international importance from 
tourist point of vi ew and as such renova-
tions on large scale inside as well as out-
side are necessary. Platforms are small, 
they should be extended. The goods re-
main lying on the platform. Trolleys too 
remain parked there. These also make 
passage narrow and people faIt down on 
the rail tracks. Proper arrangemen(s 
~llo\11d be lllade in this relard aJso. 
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The mail trains generally have very 
few unreserved coaches. Moreover, they 
arc not attached at a fixed place and the 
passengers have to run from one end to 
other. In the pFocess they generally miss 
the train. I suggest that the number of 
unrelerved coaches should be JUcreased, 
they should be connected at a fixed place 
and announcement regarding their place 
should be made prior to the arrival of the 
trains. 

With the development of the cities, the 
distance between the stations and the 
Rewly developed areas has increased. The 
di.tance is now some ten to twelve Kms. 
which causes lot of inconvenience. There-
fore, basides main stations of the cities, 
trains Ihould stop at other stations of 
those cities. For e'ltan1ple1 in Agra Cantt. 
the trains should !top at Rajamandi also. 
This will be very convenient to the people. 
Arrangement should also be made for 
stoppage of Gomati Express at Tundla. 
There is need for st.uting a shuttle between 
Mathura and Agra. Railway line from 

• Agra to places in Madhya Pradesh via 
Fatehbad-Bah should be restored. 

With these words, I express my grati-
tude to you for givina me time to speak 
and congratulate the hone Transport 
Mini~ter for presenting this Budget. 

SHRI K. J. ABBASI (Domariaganj) 
~adam Chairperson, I am thankful to you 
for aivin& me an opportunity to speak on 
the Railway Budget. The tilne is short. 
Therefore, first of an I congratulate the 
hon. Mini~ter because everyone was afraid 
that the fares will be increased in the 
Budget. But he has not increased them 
for which he deserves congratulations. 
Also, it is very satisfying that he has star-
ted modernisation and computerisation. 
The Allocation for staff quarters and for 
other amenities has been raised. I thmk 
this will livo much relief to the workers. 
To be very brief, I come from eastern 
Uttar Pradesh, which is a very backward 
area. We wished that a coach factory 
~hould have been set up at Khalilabad or 
Basti if it was not possible to set up it at 
Gorakhpur. But the Coach Factory has 
lone to Kapurthala. Still, I would request 
that something must be iiv.~ to this area 
tQ fl~Uit.te its devel0l'moBt~ 

The engines with North Eastern Rail-
ways are now twenty years old. There-
fore, as long as these engines are not rep-
laced with new ones, the speed of the 
trains cannot be increased. Although the 
area is linked with broad gauge line now. 
The situation continues to be the same. 
Normally, it takes five hours to reach 
Basti from Lucknow and as such there has 
not been any saving of time. I bope, h. 
will pay attention to it also. 

I have-been writing about the bad con-
dition of the 1st class compartments from 
time to times, but all in vain. The reason 
being that entire attention is devoted to 
A.C.C. The people have also become 
accustomed to travelling in A.C.C. but 
old people like me stiJI prefer to travel in 
1st class. The condition of the tOIlets in 
the Ist class is worse than that of lind 
class. At least those bathrooms can be 
renovated which do not require a large 
spending. 

The trains also run very late. Emergency 
had worked wonders and we noticed that 
the trains used to run on right time to the 
extent of minutes and seconds. As my 
friend from Basti has said that a proposal 
had been mooted before 1977 for the con-
struction of Sahjanwar railway line. There-
after, as hone Memb~r from our area took 
over as Minister of State for Railways in 
1977. He got the suney conducted. Now 
people say that had Janata Party not lost 
power, the railway line would have been 
constructed and since congress party has 
come to po\\- er now, it will not be cons-
tructed. Therefore, my submission is that 
the construction of this railway line ltas 
become necessary also because only two 
out of the fi\ e parliamentary constituencies 
in our area have the railway facility. 
The remainmg three do not ha'\e any such 
facility. To say that the line is uneconomi-
cal is nothing but an excuse. Certainly, 
it is the question of funds but it would 
not be uneconomical. 

We have also written about raising the 
level of platforms there. I am in receipt 
of a letter from the General Manager for 
which I thank him. An allcoation of Rs. 
1064 lakhs has been sought. Estimate for 
the same has also been received. I would 
{e,{uest the hon. Minister to·provide funds 
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at least for one \!)latform if not for two, so 
that its level is raised. 

Bombay is one such city where lakhs 
of people irom one area live. It was 
after a long struggle that a train was in-
troduced, but it does not cope up with 
the rush of passengers reservation quota 
at Basti in lInd class is 75 berths. It 
should be raised to 150 berths; i.e. two 
bogies should be attached. Besides, 
another fast trains from Gorakhpur to 
Bombay and Gorakhpur to Delhi should 
be introduced. As of now, we have got 
only one train, i.e. Jayanti Janata Express 
by which we come to Delhi. We are three 
Members from that area and during one 
railway travel, three companions accom-. 
pany us. Thus~ total comes to six 
persons. After a prolonged struggle, 
we got the number of berths increased 
from two to three-two in the cabin & one 
outside. Now if he is unable to give us six 
berths, he can give us at least four so tbat 
two persons are accommod"lted. I hope he 
would accept this simple demand. At the 
same time, lInd class quota of reservation 
in Jayanti Janata should also be increased. 

Apart from this, I am to submit that tho-
ugh the catering service in the railways has 
improved. yet there is scope to improve it 
further. We cannot compare it with Raj-
dhani Express, because there the depart .. 
ment charges ior food in advance, whereas 
in the case of Jayanti Janata, the payment is 
made afterwards. But at least catering 
facilities can be provided on the Jines of 
Ra.jdhani so that the passengers could get 
better food. 

At many places, tea continues to be 
served in kettles instead of flask. Wh~n ser-
ved in a kettle, the tea gets cold. Since 
the flasks are in vogue everywhere, the use 
of kettle should be stoppej. I hope the 
hone Minister would pay attention to it. 

I had requested him about waiting 
room facility at Basti railway station. As 
of now, lInd class threc!-tier passenger 
have been accommodated in it with the re-
sult that no accommodation is generally 
availab1e. there. Therefore, there should 
bo a separate waitio:s room f01' 1st olass 

3M 

passengers. At the same time, I would also 
. say that the timings of the Bombay-bound 
trains are not at all suitable. One train 
leaves in tne morning and the other in the 
night and these odd timings cause conside-
rable inconvenience to the passengers. If 
its time of departure is chang~d to around 
11-12 O'clock in the day. it will be very 
convenient to the people. There is no pro-
blem if it reaches Bombay by 10.00 p.m. 

With these words, I thank you for 
giving me an opportunity to speak. 

SHRI TILAKDHARI SINGH 
(Koda rma) : Mr. Chairman, Sir,.. I 
wholeheartedly support the Railway Budget 
presented by the hone Minister of Railways. 
I would request him to ensure that the 
benefits of this good Budg.et also reach the 
remote areas of Chota Nagpur and Santhal 
Pargana and the Harijan·Adivasis and tbe 
people belonging to weaker sections livina 
there. 

Northern Chota Nagpur and Hazari-
bagh Pargana and its divisional head .. 
quarters are not linked by rail. There is a 
long standing demand in this respect and 
the former Railway Ministers had also 
given ac;;surances in this regard but no 
action has so far been taken in this _ dire-
ction. I hope the hone Minister will make 
provision in the Budget in this reg~r~ . and 
will link these places with the dIVISional 
headquarters which has no rail link with it 
at present. I would like to request the holt. 
Minister to link Hazaribag divisional head-
quarters With Kodarma by rail. Otberwis.e, 
the hike or reduction in railway fare WIll 
be of no consequence to the people of that 
area. Therefore, I req vest tbat till these 
areas -are Ii' ~ _;d by r...:.ihvay lines, arrange-
ments shotl!J be made to stop Nilanchal 
Express at Kodarma for two minutes, be-
cause the local people catch the train at 
Kodarma. I once again request the hone 
Minister to arrange for two minute stop-
page of this train at Kodarma. 

Dhanbad is a coal belt. There is a 
train from Mughalsarai to Gaya. This train 
should be extended upto Dhanbad for the 
benefit of the people of that area. At the 
same time, I would also like to mention 
that casual labourers are wotking <m 
Hazaribagh Road (or the last two years, 
but they are not bein& resuladsed. On tb-c 
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contrary, persons whose names are not 
on the panel are being appointed. I would 
request the hon. Minister to get this 
matter looked into and take suitable steps. 

Another submission that I want to make 
to the hone Minister is that Giridih district 
falls in Chota Nagpur. The people of 
Giridih have a long standing demand that 
rail line should be provided from Kodarma 
to Hazaribagh. Patna is the capital of 
Bihar as well as divisional headquarters. A 
train runs fr.om Giridih to Mezhpur. If a 
bogie for Patna is attached to this train, 
Meghpur will have direct rail link with 
Patna. This is my request. 

Another train, Patliputra runs from 
Dhanbad to Patna. This train too has no 
connection with the train bound for Megb-
pur, because this train gets late and as a 
result, it does not give connection for 
Meghpur. I request that punctuality of 
time of this train should be ensured so that 
it may give connection for Meghpur. 

As seen from the Budget presented, the 
Government are doing a number of works. 
But you had proposed construction of a 
40-60 kilometre new railway line. I agree 
that you are paying more attention to 
maintenance, but you should also lay new 
railway lines. I have already mentioned 
Hazaribagh. It should be connected with 
Kodarma by rail. 

With these words, I support this 
"Budget. 

[Englis"'} 
SHRI K. MOHANDAS (Mukunda-

pmam) : Mr Chairman, Sir, as usual this 
year's railway budget too has not spared 
the travelling public. I fail to understand 
the need for raising the rail fare this time. 
Maybe the bon. Railway Minister thinks 
that the f>eople will blame him jf he does 
DOt raise the fare as it has become an 
annual ritual and people expect him to do 
it. Otherwise, because of tbe excellent 
pef'formance of the railways both in pas-
senger 1raffic as well as goeds traffic, they 
could generate a small surpJ us and the 
Railway Minister should have been large~ 
hearted enouah to spare the passengers as 
be has dofte invthe 1:aSe -of goods. The 
r~e 1a --'SocOD'd dass fare in mail and express 

trains by 7.S per cent and by 5 per cent 
is by no means sma11. For a person who 
goes to Kerala the additional amount that 
be has to pay is between Rs. 15 and Rs. 
20. This by no means is a small increase. 
I would Iik e to say that this increase in 
rail fare is going to hit the people of 
Kerala. A large majority of the Keralites 
living outside Kerala visit their homes once 
every year. A large majority of them 
belong to the fixed income group. For 
every ticket one bas tu pay Rs. 15 to Rs. 
20 nlore. For a family of four or five, 
the addItional amount would come to 
almost Rs. 100. This is going to make a 
big hole in his pocket. Especially when 
the price of everything is rising, the people 
in the fixed income group are the ones who 
suffer most. Most of the passengers in 
the s~ond class belong to this category. 
Therefore, I would request the Railway 
Minister to reconsider ~t and withdraw the 
fare hike. 

Now I come to another point. This 
is in regard to railway development in the 
country. In this conn~ction, I cannot 
he1p saying that my State of Kerala has 
always got a step-nl;)therly treatment at 
the hands of the railways. India has more 
than 60,000 Km. of railway li~e. Out of 
this, Kerala's share is only 914 KM. 
Similarly, in other States, there are 10 
KM. of railway line for every on lakh of 
population whereas in Kerala it is only 4 
KM. Not only that, Keralah as not got 
any railway installatIon so far. The 
Government of Kerala had sometime back 
offered land free of cost and water, elec-
tricity and other inputs at re3.sonable 
costs for setting up of a railway coach 
factory. A technical committee had come 
to Kerela for site inspection, but after-
wards the coach factory has gone to 
Kapurthala. This is what always hatlPens 
to Kerala. After site inspection, the fac-
tory would go to some other State, In 
this connection, I want to say that our 
neighbouring States like Tamilnadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, etc. have more than one 
railway installation. But Keraia has none. 
Therefore. I woulJ request the Railway 
Minister to set up a coach factory in 
Kerala at least during this plan period. 

Within Kerala itself, there is regional 
imbalance in' respect of railway ~eveJ.op, 
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mente The Malabar region is the Inost 
backward in this regard. The problems 
of the travelling public in this region are 
many. Lack of adequate number 0" trains, 
inadequate reservation facilities for those 
who go to Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi and 
other parts of India are only some of the 
problenls. These problems have been 
there since Independence and the autho-
rities have turned a blind eye to these 
peoblems. Unfortunately, the Govern-
ment at the Centre would accept a de-
mand only when it is accompanied with a 
lot of political pres~ure and violence. 
The Government should not gi ve such an 
impression to the people as this would 
ultimately destroy the unity of the coun· 
try. Legitimate demands of every region 
should be met. Therefore, I would req-
uest the Railway Minister to give top 
priority to the Rail\l1;ay needs of Kerala 
and also to the undeveloped Malabar 
region in Kerala. 

[Translat ion) 

SHRI JAGANNATH CHOUDHARY 
(BaHia): Sir, I am very thankful to you 
for giving me an opportunity to speak on 
the Railway Budget. I rise to support the 
Budget presented by the bon. Minister of 
Ra ilways. It is indeed a commendable 
Budget. He has given special relief to the 
people belonging to the weaker sections 
and has avoided a general price rise by 
not increasing the freight rates. The hone 
Minister deserves congratulations also be-
cause be has tried to give special conces-
sions and facilities during his tenure and 
I heartily welcome all these steps. 

Sir, I come from eastern-most district 
Ba1lia of. Uttar Pradesh where no industry 
can be set up because it is linked by nar-
row gauge line only. Due to this, the 
people of eastern part of the State face a 
lot of difficulties. I had requested the 
hOD. Minister during the last budget and 
I again request him that the narrow gauge 
line from Varanasi to Chhapra should be 
converted into broad gauge line. This 
will immensely benefit the eastern parts of 
the State and industries will start coming 
up there. But it is very unfortunate that 
the Government have riot paid any atten-
thilD to it so far. I have written to tb. 

hone Railway Minister as well as the 
han. Prime Minister in this regard and I 
hope that this matter would be given a 
serious consideration and the narrow 
gauge railway line from Varanasi to Cbhap-
ra would be converted into a broad gauge 
line with a view to facilitating the deve-
lopment of eastern region. 

16.00 hrs. 

I had appraised the hone Minister of 
the difficulties being faced in BaHia city in 
the matter of transportation. He had 
assured that it is difficult to convert the 
line into a broad gauge line. However, an 
overbridge would certainly be construc-
ted. This will particularly benefit the 
people going to the courts and the hospi-
tal. I want to remind the hone Minister 
once again that overbridge in BaHia should 
be constructed soon and the assurance 
given should be fulfilled. Decision to con .. 
vert the Varanasi-Bhatni narrow gauge line 
into broad gauge line was taken five years 
back, but work on this line is going on at 
a very slow speed. I know that there is 
shortage of funds. I would request that 
the required funds should be allocated 
and the pace of work accelerated. The 
Varanasi-Bhatni link should have been 
completed by 1985, but nobody knows 
when it"will be completed. I hope this 
line would soon be completed and the 
paucity of funds would not be allowed 
to come in its way. I had submitted 
an application to the hone Minister 
requesting that some berths in Kashi 
Vishwanath Express should be reserved 
from BaHia to Delhi for M. Ps. who are 
required to travel frequently. As of now, 
we have to get reservation from Varanasi. 
I want that a quota of at least four berths 
should be reserved in 1st Class for M. Ps. 
Generally, people have to face a lot of in-
convenience in regard to reservation for 
travelling from BaIlia to Delhi. I request 
that some berths in 1st Class should be 
reserved from BaHia so that the people do 
not have to face difficulty. Train timings 
should be strictly observed to avoid in-
convenience to the passengers. There has 
been some improvement in the matter of 
food and sanitation but it is not upto the 
mark. Provision should be made for re-
servation for Bombay and Calcutta .. boUlld 
trains from BaHia. I have alread~ Fven 
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this matter in writing. Once again I 
congratulate the hon. Minister and hope 
that he would pay more attention to food, 
sanitation and punctuality of trains. Provi-
sion should also be made for the proposed 
overbridge in this budget and it should be 
completed in this year itself. 

·SHRI M. SUBBA REDDY (Nandyal): 
Madam Chairperson, through the Budget 
presented this year for the Railways is ~ot 
encouraging an effort was made to wipe 
off the deficit. It is good. To that extent 
I welcome the budget. But Sir, the expan· 
sion of Railways has been totally neglec-
ted this year. No new Railway lines ar.e 
being taken up this year. In my constI-
tuency, Nandyal, we have been pJeaJlllg 
repeatedly for constructing an overbridge 
there. It is a minor thing and does not 
involve much of expenditure. But it was 
not taken up. I am sorry to say this. 
The Government of Andhra Pradesh has 
already conducted the survey and submit-
ted the Report to the Ministry of Rail-
ways for consideration bllt no action has 
been taken so far. The report is still pen-
ding before the Government. So I req-
uest the han. Minister to intervene in the 
matter and see that the construction of 
overbridge at Nandyal is taken up early. 
Shri P. Venkatasubbiah who represented 
this constituency, promised to the people 
to provide this overbridge. He is no more 
a member of this House. At least to hon-
our the promise made by Shri Venkata-
subbiah, the construction of overbridge 
should by taken up now. (Interruption). 
Also, he promised a Railway line from 
Ycraguntla to Nandyal to the people of 
the constituency. The Government 
should at least conduct a survey for this 
line and take up the construction of the 
line when funds are available. Sir, there 
is metre gauge line from Secundrabad to 
Guntakal. This was constructed during 
the days of Nizam. To this day it is a 
metre aauge and no steps have been taken 
to convert it into a broad gauge. The 
first Prime Minister of India, late Pand~t 

lawaharlal Nehru during his visit to 
Kurnool promised to the people that this 
line will be converted into a broad gauge 

·The speech was oriainally delivered in 
T.luIU. 

Gen. fJla. 

and extended upto G untaka1. This pro-
mise remained a promise not only throu.-
hout his tenure but even to this day. No 
steps have been taken so far to convert 
Secunderabad Guntakal line into broad 
iauge. 

The Railway station at Nandyal was 
constructed during the days of Bdtish. It 
is so small that there is not enouah place 
for the passengers to stand and wait. 
Nandyal is a Taluq headquarters. Its 
popUlation is nearly one lakh. Nothin, 
has been ('one to improve the Railway 
station. Hence I request the hon. Minis-
ter to improve it as early as possible. 

There is a train namely Tungabhadra 
Express which runs from Secunderabad to 
Kurno~J. There IS a long standing demand 
to extend it' upto Guntakal. But so far 
it has not been extended upto Guntakal. 
They continue to run the express upto 
Kurnool even though it is not profitable. 
Steps should be taken to extend this train 
upto Guntakal wilhout delay. The exten-
sion of this train also facilitates the people 

. who come from Bangalore. The passen-
gers coming from Bangalore who alight at 
Guntakal. There was an Express train 
from Secunderabad to Bangalore. But now 
this train has been withdrawn and the pas-
sengers are facing great inconvenience. 
N ow they are forced to travel by road. 
Hence to mitigate the inconvenience 0, the 
people of this area, it is quite necessary to 
extend Tungabhadra Express to Guntakal. 
I had written several letters to the hon. 
Minister requesting him for the extension 
of this train. But the replies that I recei-
"ed from the Ministry are stereotype. 
It is strange that a clerk in the Ministry 
of railway replies to the letters from the 
MPs. It is immaterial how many times I 
address the letters to the Ministry, the 
replies that J get from them remain to be 
the same. The passengers coming from 
Bangalore who alight at GuntakaJ and 
want to travel towards Kurnool are faCing 
great difficulties. They have no connect-
ing train upto Sccunderabad. I hope, at 
least now the Tungabhadra Express will 
be extended upto Guntakal. Since this 
Government took over, there are develop-
ments on the negative side. The first 
development is to travel in traias witbo", 
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~ts by bribins the conductors and 
TTIs. The second deve4opmcl'lt is ticket-
Jess travelling without bribing the staff. The 
third development is to TUD the train~ with 
out providing drinking water and catering 
facilities These are developments which 
have t.akeD place since tbis Govt. assumed 
office. These are the things which are DOt 
aan:ate.d but only tD be experienced. I 
suaaest that the hon. lVI.inister may travel 
by trains ~Dd see for himself how poor the 
~ties provided tD th~ people are. He 
.should travel in passenger trains. Other-
wise, he win not ,come to know about the 
difficulties experienced by passengers. He 
usually travels by air. Being a Railway 
Minister, he should also travel in the pas-
senger train to acquaint himself with the 
.p.roblenB of traveling. The otha- day I 
happened to travel to Udaipur by train. 
At many pojnts the chain was pulled and 
passengers got down. It shows the caH-

_ ousness and utter irresponsibiljty of the 
authorities. No measures to improve the" 
efficiency are being taken. If the Railway 
Authorities continue to be callous, the 
efficiency cannot improve. Trains cannot 
run punctually. Mere increasing the fare 
will not contribute to the progress of 
Railway-s. The income will go down. 
Pilkr.age is on the increase. If the Rail-
ways can contain ticketl.ess travelling and 
pilferage, it will go a long way in impro-
ving its revenue. So steps have to be 
taken to control these menaces. Then 
only the situation will improve. 

Sir, there is no justification in having 
a separate budget for the Railways. During 
the days of the British, when the Rai Iways 
were under the control of private com-
panies the budgets used to be separate for 
all railways. But that is not the position 
today. Yet, we continue to have s~arate 
budgets. Having a separate budget is also 
decting the efficiency of Railways. There 
is not much improvement as .a result of it. 
So it js better to dispense away with the 
~parate budget for Railways. 

Sir, ,passes are beiog issued to the em .. 
pjoyeca. These cmployeos get the benefit 
of .iacrcased D A. from time to tiDae. On 
the 'ODe and they -ha.ve ~t.he benefit of the 
iAf;zeascd D.A. and on the other hav.e 

~.IH.. 

very little to pay for travelling in the tra-
ins. As a result of it they will not have 
any money to assist the -state Govern-
ments. Hence instead of overburdening 
itself by issuing passes freefy or at a no-
minal cost. it is better if the Govt. increa-
ses the cost of such passes. Wbat is wrong 
if the employees who receive enbanced 
D.A. installment pay a little bit more for 
the railway pass. 

Many foreigners visit the country a'l'ld 
tra vel by our trains. They spend money 
lavishly here. The Ra-ilways issue concessi-
onal tickets to these foreigners if they l'a,' 
in dollars. It will not be -burdensome for 
them to pay a little more for the tickets. 
Hence the fares of the concessional tickets 
issued t-o the foreigners should also be j n-
creased . 

In these days of advanced civilisation 
it is a llcity to travel by metre gauge. 
Hence all the metre gauge lines -should be 
converted into broad gauge as fast as pos-
sible. The distance between Kurnool and 
Secunderabad is hardly 120 kms. but it 
takes not less than 5 hours to cover the 
distance. It is both inconvenient and a 
waste of time. Hence the conversion of 
metre gauge into broad gauge throughGut 
the country is necessary. 

Now the fa.res of 1 st class h ave been 
increased. ConsequentJy many people 
wtlo use to travel by 1 st class ar~ now 
tr:avelling in 2nd class. Now all the 1~ 

class bogies are almost empty. Not even 
an insect can be found in a AC compart-
ments. From Hyder.abad it takes ]A hounI 
to t'each New Delhi by AP Express. Diff-
erence between tlle 1 st cillss fare of this 
line and an air ticket is only Its. '1JXJ1-. 
When the difference between a 1st class 

ticket and air ticket is very less, one rather 
prefers to travel by air instead of tra-
velling in train wasting considerable time. 
When the 1 ~t class fares go up natUl'aUy 
peopJe will try to ira vel b:y 2nd class. 
Thus there will be an acdditional pressure 
011 the 2nd class travel. T_ GO\'t. sbGUW 
take BOte« these facts befOl'e illCf'ttasin! 
tbe fares of I st class jouraey. 

The Government should not ignore the 
difficulties of the people. In a democra-
tic set lap, it :is ~er if 1he persons at -the 
helm of affairs come into direct COBt~ 
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w~ the J)eople. We. are a democratic 
C'0UDt'ty. The Govt. should think about 
tlte difficulties 01 the people. It is in the 
sI'irit tbat I want the hon. Minister to 
travel by trains. Then only he can suc-
ceed in providing beUer service to the 
people. Sir. the other day in the 
Consultative Committee of the Ministry of 
Civil Supplies, we happened to dis-
cuss the disappearance of two goods wag-
goDS. Nothing is .known about what 
bal7Pened to them. It shows the state of 
affairs in the administratIon of railways. 
The railways should endeavour to impro-
ve the administration. Il is the respon-
sibility of the railways to provide at least 
the minimum facilities like drinking water 
and good food aboard the trains. 

Madam, I do not want to take much 
time of the House. I thank .. you very 
much for giving me this opportuni"y. 

DR. G. S. RAJHANS (Jhanjharpur) 
I congratulate the Hon. Transport Minis-
ter, Shri Bansi La] for presentIng such a 

good railway Budget as, I believe, has never 
been presented since Independence. How-
ever, I would lIke to submIt that he has 
not done ju~tice to Bihar. Pnor to Inde-
pendence it was said that, 

[English] 

,rwhat Blbar thinks today India thinks 
tQmorrow. " 

[Translation) 

and tobay it is said that; 

[English] 

HWhat Bihar feels today India feels to-
morrow.~' 

[Trans/at ion] 

Madam, one of my previous speakers 
has rightly said that the situation in Bihar 
and eastern Uttar Pradesh is very explo-
sive and if immediate attention is not paid 
to their problems, they would acquire 
.igantic proportions and then it will be 
impossible to control them. The hon. 
Minister must be aware that all political 
pari_ havo started aD agitation in Mithila 
rcSioQ. itl NQrell Bihar ovcp.r aba,ndoDing • 

the construction of Samastipur .. Darbbe.ga 
broad gauge railway lines and taying it to 
other area. 

16.15 firs, 
SHRI N. VENKATA RATNAM ;11 

the Chair] 

I would like the hone Minister to listen 
to my submission patiently. We do not waI1t 
broad gauge line between Samastipur and 
Darbhanga but we want justice. The said 
railway hne was under construction when 
a Railway Minister took it to his constitu-
ency. I do not want to name him, but 
thIS is injustice ...... (Interruption8). r 
would urge upon him not to allow this 
injustice. What greater injustice can be 
done than diverting the railway line by 
the hone Minister to his constituency. There 
was none to raise the voice of Bihar after 
Shri Lalit Narain Mishra's death. But 
this injustice WIll not be tolerated anymore 
I, therefore, urge the Government to resu-
me work on the Samastipur-Darbbanga 
broad gauge line to undo the injustice. As 
my preVIOUS speaker pointed out that 
Nirmah-Bhavtiyadl ~ailway line on Kosi 
Overbridge was washed away during Kosi 
floods. As a result, the passengers have 
to travel a distance of 105 Kms. instead of 
5 kms. they used to travel earlier. 15 it not 
injustice? Why are the people of Blbar 
being treated as second class citizens? 
For how long ""ill they have to tolerate 
such a thing? I would like to submit that 
there were proposals of laymg railway 
lines in Chhota Nagpur and Santhal Para-
gana even prior to Independence. Hundreds 
of thou~ands people have died making re-
presentatIon but the people of this area 
have not seen a train so far. It seems we 
will go on making demand. This process 
wI11 continue. Whenever some proposal 
is mooted for setting up industrial units ill 
backward areas industrialists express tbeir 
inabilIty to set them up because they say 
they would not be able to move raw mate-
rial to and finished products from these 
areas In the absence of railway links. If 
ticketless travel and thefts are checked in 
the railways in Eastern U.P. and Bihar 
much more can be done and with the 
revenue so saved new railway lines can M 
laid. 

There bas been a long stancling de-
mand for setting up a ~oe.cb fact..,.i1\ 
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Bihar and Eastern Uttar Pradesh. As I 
had said earlier also, labourers from Bihar 
and Eastern Uttar Pradesh' used to mig-
rate even before independence in search 
of jobs to Fiji. Mauritius, British, Guyana, 
etc. Today they are living a life of sla ves 
in Delhi, in Ghaziabad, in Faridabad, in 
Punjab, in Haryana. It therefore, request 
the hone Minister to set up at least one 
coach factory in the area so that the peo-
ple can get employment and they do not 
have to serve as bonded

M 

labour in big 
cities. 

SHRI RAM PY ARE PANIKA It 
should be set up at Mirzapur. 

DR. G.S. RAJHANS: He may ~et 

up anywbere, but it should be set up. 

The workers from Bjhar and Uttar 
Pradesh used to travel on the trains roofs 
but now a legal restriction has been impo-
sed in this regard. I would like to ask the 
hone Minister how will this large army 
of unemployed labour now go ? Have you 
ever thought how else can they travel ? 
There is nobody to care for them and they 
die like small insects and worms. They 
die in accidents. I. therefore, plead to him 
to introduce a Mazdoor expreess from 
these areas to ease the situation. They 
say that they will always remain to be 
workers and wiIl not rise above it. They 
10 to Delhi, Haryana and Punjab to earn 
their bread. They want that some arran-
aements be made for them so that they 
may also live a respectable hfe. 

I would like to submit that great injus-
tice is being done to those who are unem-
ployed. They are not getting bread and 
they are starving. Therefore, justice should 
be done to them. 

One hon. Member had suggested that 
the Patna-Gaya railway line should be co~ 

verted into a double track to provide an easy 
link between North and South Bihar. That 
is why there has been a long standing de-
mand for a railway bridge at Patna. Ti1l 
this is not constructed, North and South 
Bihar cannot be linked. We have been 
~S thi' demand in eveey budaet. 

I have a great respect for Shri Bansi-
Lal. Whenever I go to him he listens to 
me very carefully. He has been a close 
friend of late Shri Lalit Narain Mishra. I 
therefore, want him to honour the assura-
nce given by I ate Shri Mishra publicly 
for railway lines whether it is in respect of 
Himachal Pradesh or Bihar. 

Lakhs of people have to walk from 
Sultanganj to De vghar and there has been 
a demand for a railway line there for the 
last 80-85 years. Whenever a person from 
Bihar takes charge of Railway Ministry 
the proposal for this rail line is mooted 
but when he is no more in office the pro-
posal is dropped. 

I would like to submit one more thinl. 
I do not know whether I should say it 
or not. It has been agitating my mind 
for a long tIme. Shri Lalit Narain Mishra 
was killed at Samastipur when he was Rail 
way Minister. I would like the Govern-
ment to instal his statue in Rail Bhawan 
so that people may remember even after 
50 or 60 years that here was a Minister 
who dies while in the service of the 
nation. 

I can recall the day when Shri Lalit 
Babu was being persuaded not to visit 
Samastipur. I was sitting with hinl in 
Ratl Bhawan at that time. He had said 
then that the people of Bihar were callmg 
him and if he did not visit them what 
would they think of him? He went and 
laid his life there. That is why I say that 
his statue sh ould be installed in Rail 
Bhawan so that people may know that 
this person laid down his life in the service 
of the nation. 

In the end, I would request the hon. 
Minister to do justice to Bihar and honour 
the commitments that late Shri Lalit 
Narain Mishra made. He had promised 
construction of Samastipur-Darbhanga rail-
way line during the last phase of his life. 
H was being constructed but was abandon-
ed. I, therefore, request that work should 
be resumed on this line. 

SHRIMA TI USHA VERMA (Kheri) : 
Mr. Chariman, Sir, I express my thanks 
to you for living me an opportunity to 
$peak on the :{tailwa;y Bud,o(. 
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At the outset, I would like to convey 
my thanks to the hon. Prime Minister for 
presenting such a· progressive and anti-pov-
erty Budget. I ho pe the Budget will acce-
lerate tbe pace of development. I weI-
com. this Budget. As has been spelt out 
in the Budget, the ambitious computer 
plan costing Rs. 520 crore has been under-
taken to wtreamline the work of transpor-
tation of goods. It is a timely, right and 
imaginative step of the Government. I do 
hope that this system will not only ensure 
quick transportation of goods but will also 
obviate all the difficultic5 being felt by the 
busioes5 community in this respect. 

The Government ha5 done a commen-
dable work by not increasing the freight 
rates, rates of parcel, fares for second class 
in passenger trains and the rates of month-
ly season tickets. For this I would like 
to convey my thanks to the hon. Trans-
port Minister. There is an important bene-
ficial scheme for the youth in the Railway 
Budget. Youth travelling in a group of ten 
will be entitled for 25 per cent concession 
in the railway Bud&et. 1 think this faci-
lity is very important for the youth apd 
maximum number of youths will be bene-
fited by it. 

Survey for Farrukhabad-Shahajanpur-
Gola railway lines bas been conducted for 
5 to 6 times by the R.ailway department 
during the last ten'years but it is not under-. . 
stood as to why this hne is being neglected. 
The Railway department has intimated that 
the department is proposing to Jay railway 
line from Farrukhabad to Puayan Mailani. 
It is also understood that if a railway line 
from Shahjanpur to Mohammadi-Gola line 
is constructed, a distance or about 3 K.Ms. 
can be saved. It is, therefore, requested 
that this long standing demand should be 
fuUfilled during the current financial year 
and a line from Shahajanpur to Gola via 
Mohammadi should be laid. The people of 
that area will be thankful to you for 
this. 

Being the President of All India Rail-
way Porters, Venders and Bearers, I have 
been placin, the problems of railway por-
ters, vendors and bearers before tbe hone 
Transport Minister trem time to time. 

They should be treated as class 1Vlemp-
loyees of the Railway and provided aU the 
facilities like medicines etc. On the death 
of a railway employee~ his son or his near 
relative should be provided job in hii place 
without any trouble. Besides this, other 
facilities should also be provided to him. 
The Government should consider the pro-
blems ot the economically backward peo-
ple seriously. 

The Government is conscious of the 
need to provide protection to the pa6sen-

gers against accidents. It is gratifying to note 
that, as stated by the Transport Minister, 
the number of train accidents has come 
down this year compared to the last year. 
However, the Government should pay more 
attention towards the safety of the passen-
gers. 

The nominal increase effected in the 
fares of upper class ttains and the mail 
trains is jUMified and is essential tor the 
development of the country. I welcome 
the step of the Government and would like 
to assure the House on behalf of the 
Government that the Government is com-
mitted to the removal of the poverty and 
the implementation of the different develop-
menta] ! sehemes. People will see its far 
reaching results. Coaches of second class 
should be attached with Kashi Vishwanath 
train and Lucknow mail at Shahajanpur 
station. The hon. Minister should look 
into all these problems. Work on the 
Farrukhabad railway line has been in pro-
gress for the last ten years. I hope that 
the hon. MinIster will look into it and 
ha\e the work completed speedily. While 
welcoming the Budget. I would like to 
convey my thanks to the hon. Minister. 

l English} 

SHRI PIYUS TIRAKY (AIipurduars): 
Sir, I am unable to support this Budget. 
First of all, I would like to draw the atten-
tion of the hon. Railway Minister to one 
thing. He has stated that 90% of the sec-
ond class passengers have been benefited. 
No. It is not so. On the contrary, 900/0 
of the second-class passengers have been 
affected because only in some passengers 
trains certain concessions ha ve been liven. 
So, the second class passengers tbrou.bout 
the CQuntry are in great difficulty. They 
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travel ip India frOlTI one State to ano-
ther in the second class in search of jobs 
for their livelihood. In the bogies they are 
not getting any seat to sit, not to speak of 
any sJeeping berths. This is the condition 
of the poor people who have to travel from 
place to place. They come to Delhi and 
other places after travelling such long dis-
tances. They move to big cities from plac-
es which are long distance away. And 
these people are "ery much affected be-
cause of this reason. The long distance 
passengers of the extreme North and the 
extreme South have been penalised because 
they are living at far-away place from the 
capite!. Kerala is in the extreme South. 
These people are affected. So many of our 
people are Jiving far away from the capi-
tal. They have been penalised just because 
they are living far away from Delhi. Peo-
ple in the Eastern zone, people in the ex-
treme south and people in the hil1y areas 
have been very Inuch affected. For the 
long distance trains the fares of tickets 
have been increased and so they have to 
pay more for their tickets to the 
Railways. What is their fauIt? The 

fault is only tha.t they are Jiving at a place 
which is far aw,ay from the capital. There 
are hilly areas and border areas \\-hich have 
to be given special attention. This Budget 
IS anti-people. It does not help the poor 
people. 

I am speaking now regarding the 
North Frontier railway. North Frontier 
railway zone is one of the railway zones 
in the country '" hich has been neglected 
for a long time. Sir, because of the Jack of 
development of this region, it seems that 
the integrity and unity of the nation is in 
danger. I say this because there is only 
one single line which is connecting the eas-
tern zone. It is the considered policy of 
the Government of India that all the 
district capitals should be connected with 
railway line. But this North Frontier and 
North E~stern region has been negiected 
so far. No action has been taken in this 
regard. The people are very much aggriev-
ed on this point. They are asking whether 
they are within India or outside India, 
because the Indian Government, especially 
the Railways, are not looking after the 
Diteds of the eastern zone as compared to 
the other zones of our cou:gtry. 

In this connection, I would like to 
state that there is one fast train from Tri-
vandrum in Kerala to Delhi via Bombay. 
But, in the eastern zone, no fast train is 
available to connect Dibrugarh to Delhi. 
People have to stay for 3 nights in the 
train and people have to undertake such a 
tedious journey to come to Delhi. So, Sir, 
I demand that there should be one fast 
train from Dibrugarh to Delhi which 
should be started without any further delay 
to give relief to the people of the area. 

After tire partitIon the Alipurduar junc-
tion was the established junctiOtl and it is 
the sub-divisional headquarters of NEF 
Railway aJso. Dut what happended is, at a 
stone-throwing distance the Railway De-
partment has made one more station, just 
4-5 kilometre~ away, that is, the New Ali-
purduar station leaving out the Alipurduar 
Junction. The Alipurduar Junction has the 
cap:lcity to handle 8 to 10 trains at a time. 
But that is abandoned; it does not even 
have the connection with the BG line. So, 
it is the demand of the people th at AJipur-
duar Junction should be connected with 
BG and from Alipurduar Junction to Sili-
Buri, the line should be converted into BG 
takJng into account the importance of the 
area, because that IS a border area and a 
more sensitive area and the eastern zone 
is very much sensitive and this is the only 
connecting line and the Alipurduar Jun-
ction is the only important junction in 
tbat zone. So, development of that area 
shouJd not be checked and the area should 
be developed as early as possible. 

Secondly, the Government proposes to 
have a railway-cum-road bridge over Brah-
maputra at Jhogigopa. and the survey has 
been going '1 for 10 YC.lrs. But ) u tare 
so much delaying it that you may have to 
spend much more on it. So, this Jhogi-
gopa-Brahmaputra bridge should be ex-
pedited and the Government of India, es-
pecially the Railway Department, is think-
ing of that also. 

The Union Government is talking of 
socialism. Your Gover.oment is supposed 
to be a socialist· government and the 
labourers from Ranchi, Santhalparaganas, 
M.P. and Orissa have gone to the far-
fiunaed areas of the eastern zone. So, the 
demand is that one train should be -"en, 
a direct train from Dibruaarh to Rancbi, 
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to -facilitate the people coming from the 
eastern zone to the most industrialised area 
of Chotanagpur. I t is a pity that on acc-
ount of the lack of sitting accommodation 
and safe journey, the people prefer to have 
a reserved bus right from Dibrugarh and 
other places to move to their homeland in 
buses. The experience of the people is 
that often they have been looted on the 
way at the connivance of the railway em-
ployees and the police. These poor people 
have been looted and they have lost all 
their earnings, whatever they have, on 
their way. So, it is imperative that a di-
rect train be given from Dibrugarh to 
Ranchi. I had already put this question 
many times and all the members of that 
area have also sent a memorandum 
demanding this. But your excuse is, the 
line capacity is not there and there are no 
funds. Like this, you found many excuses 
just to avoid the genuine demand. But I 
am very much thankful that you ha\e given 
one train frmu Gauhati to Trivandrum. 
And the people are also very much thank-
ful 10 you for that. That much I can say. 

Similarly, there is a demand that one 
train should leave Dibrugarh for Ranchi 
directly and the people want to ha, e that 
direct train. 

A number of letters are coming from 
many organisations that the quota system 
should be implerr.ented in favour of Sche-
duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes candi-
dates against the posts reserved for them 
in the RailwaYi. Even the small quota re-
ser-~'ed for them is not at all honoured in -
letter and spirit. You say that you have to 
bring those people in the mainstream of 
the society. but whatever little that has to 
be given to them is not given. So, what-
ever reservation quota that is given to 
them, must be fUlfilled .. They must get the 
jobs reserved for them and if something is 
wrong somewhere the person concerned 
who is responsible for it should be 
punished. 

AHpur Duar has five stations within a 
rad,i.us of 3 KM. We have got five stations 
without any train. This is some sort of a 
mistake. You should ask your Engineer 

loco shed is there. That should be convert-
ed to diesel locomotive. 

{Translation} 

PROF. NIRMALA KUMARI 
SHAKT A WAT (Chirtorgarh): Mr. Spea-_ 
ker, Sir, I convey my thanks to the hone 
Minister for giving re:ief through the Bud-
get to the people who have been hit hard 
by the inflation. 

Railways form the ba sis o! national 
unity as they link all the regions of the 
country_ Undoubtedly in our country rail-
ways have made tremendous progress. 
But there ace some shortcomings in It to-
wards which I would like to draw the 
attention of the GO\eI nment. 

We are heading towards 21st century. 
The slow steam engine is not suitable for 
the country. I fail to understand as to 
why steam engines are attached to the 
trains going towards ouc area. Now the 
need of the hour is to switch over to 
electric engines. \Ve import electric engin .. 
es. Now we should attain self-sufficiency 
in the manufacture of electric engines. 

Railways have a lot to do from the 
safety point of view. The women passen-
gers travelling in the trains hu\ e to face 
many odds. No co-ordination exists bet-
ween G .R.P. and the RaIlway Police 
Force. The Go, ernment should look into 
this matter. 

So far as the catering in the Railwa} s 
IS concerned, although some improvement 
has been made in it but the situation is 
still far from satisfactory. In the railway 
canteen of the Parliament House, unhy-
gienic and stale meals are quite often serv-
ed to the women Members of Parliament. 
We have drawn tlie attention of the con. 
cerned authority towards it many times. 
When such is the condition prevailing here, 
the conditions in the canteens at the Rail .. 
\\ ay Stations can be well imagined. As 
such, there is need for more checking in 
this respect. 

that Alipur Junction sho·uld be connected - I have been elected from Rajasthan. 
with DO train. The previous status of AIi- You know about the unsatisfactory railway 
pur lUGction should be maintained. One service in Rajasthan. Of COuri~, some 
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improvement has been made in the rail-
way since the time of British rule, but this 
has not been to the desired level. Jaipur, 
which is the capital of Rajasthan, has not 
been linked with the broad gauge line till 
da.te. Requests have been made a number 
of times to link Sawai Macthopur with Jai-
pur by a railway line. By linking it with 
Jaipur, the problem can be solved. 

I have raised the issue of Chetak Expre-
£s which iinks a historical city in Rajasthan. , 
in the House a number of times. This 
train links the Pink city Jaipur, Ajmer, 
famous for Khawaja Chisti Dargaha, 
Chittorgarh, a city famous for its vaJour 
and devotion and Udaipur, a city of lakes. 
But the speed of this train is very slow. It 
does not deserve to be caJ1ed Chetak Bx-
press. I raised this matter last time in the 
House and still earnestly request that the 
speed of the train be increased so that it 
may not bring a bad name to 'Chetak' 
the horse of brave Rana Pratap, which was 
famous for its speed. Even diesel engine 
has Dot been attached with the Chetak Ex-
press till date. This is affecting tourism. 
Neither A.C.C. nor A.C. sleepers ha\-'e 
been attached with this train. Therefore, 
for the development of tourism, attention 
should b. paid particu1arly to this train. 
If you cannot bring changes in it, then at 
least give one more superfast train for 
connecting Udaipur so that this problem is 
solved. Shri Balkavi Bairagi who travels 
with me in Chetak Express, was telling that 
the first class bogie which used to be con-
nected for Kharidwa has been withdrawn 
for reasons not known to us. This has 
aaravated the problem. 

Similarly, Pink City Express runs three 
days a week. Why is it not available for 
all the seven days of the week? Meena-
kshi Train which goes to South al~o runs 
three days a week. That should also run on 
all the 7 days of the week 

In 1980 work for Kota-Chittorgarh 
broad gauge line was started for which 
people of the area are thankful but this 
work is to be completed in 1988 and this 
time schedule should be adhered to. With 
the budget provision you have made, I do 
lllot lhink this work will be completed -by 

Gen_ bl,_ 

then. Therefore, there is need to pay 
__special attention to this. 

Rajdhani Express passes through Rajas-
than >but there being no stoppage of it in .. 
Rajasthan, the people of the State cannot 
travel by this fast running train. Therefore, 
it must stop for two or five minutes at 
Kota. This will be a big facility for the 
people of Kota. 

Ramganj Mandi is a big market of 
stone. Kota stone comes from there but 
in that area neither Frontier Mail nor De-
luxe Express stops. The hone Minister 
should look into it .. 

The railway employees are working 
very hard. The recommendations of the 
Pay Commission for them should be im .. 
plemented at an early date and also ask 
the Pay Commission to make necessay 
modifications in their pay. 

I heartily thank you for the amount 
allocated for the staff quarters. There is 
shortage of quarters for the employeos in 
Kota. This may be kept in mind and a 
special provision should be made for Kota. 

When you a110t a new coach factory or 
anything else, Rajasthan is grossly neglected. 
Therefore, Kota should also be included 
and the new zone you are thinking 0-' 
openin!l in Rajasthan should be set up at 
Kota instead of Ajmer. 

With these words, I expres! my grati-
tude to both the Ministers of Railways for 
presenting such a fine Budget. They 
should continue to pay attention to the 
development also. 

SHRI BALKA VI BAIRAGI : Shrill1ati 
Nirmala has delivered a very fine speech. 
The first class for which she has pleaded 
must be added now. 

[Engli,hj 

SHRIMATI . BASAVARAJESWARI 
(Bellary) : While supporting the railway 
budget for 1986· 87 I would like to 
give a few suggestions. 

The hon. Railway Minister wrote to 
me that he would be startini a Dew 
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train from Hospet to Bangalore via 
Guntakal and I am grateful for that. 
But when it carne into action I was 
surprised to find that on ly two bogies 
and that too, second class bogies are 
running from Hospet to Guntakal and 
they are very much attached to Sec-
underabad-Hyderabad, Secunderabad-
Bangalote trains. Though the timings 
were not convenient at that time, the 
honourable Minister was kind enough 
to change the timings so as to reach 
Bangalore at 8 A.M. While returning. 
it is equally inconvenient for the 
passengers because the train which 
leaves from Bangalore to HyderabaJ 
reach Guntakal at 1 A.M. mid-night 
the train to which the bogies are attached 
leaves Guntakal at 3 A.M. and reach, 
Hospet somewhere early in the morning 
which is again causing a lot of Illcon-
venience to the passengers. Not only 
that. These two bogies are only second-
class bogies. So. I would request the 
honourable Minister as early as possi-
ble to start a separate train from 
Hospet to Bangalore VIa Guntakal 
which will be more convenient for the 
passengers travelling from Bel1ary to 
Bangalore. 

Secondly, at the moment, there IS 

no fly-over for the passengers to cross 
the metre-ga-uge line at Hospet which is 
also again causing a lot of inconveni-
ence.. I would request the Minister to 
arrange to put up a fly-over so as 
to avoid accidents at the time of cross-
ing the metre-gauge ]ine. 

Thirdly, very recenly a delegation 
has come to Delhi to insist upon the 
Government to start the Ifarihar-Kottur 
link Railway line. This line was started 
long-back and it has stopped at Kouur. 
We are insisting that the Government 
should start this link-line Kottur-
Harihar which would certainly c nnect 
tbe main-line which runs from Bangalore 
to Hubli. This is a drought-affected 
arca and almost a11 the people of that 
area very much affected by the severe 
drought. In this connection, we have 
been insisting on the Go\ternment as 
a matter of relief to the affected areas 
that this work should be taken up o~ 
a prity basis. Not o.nly that. The 

survey has been undertaken several 
times and very recently we have been 
told that the Planning Commission is not 
willing to start any new line. For your 
information, Sir, this is not a new line. 
H is an existing line. There is a baIt 
at Kottur. This link-line should be 
connected to Harihar. 

There is a lot of dismantled material 
lying in the Hubli Station at the time of 
conversion of Dharmavaram-Bangalore 
line By usina t'li~ dismantled material and 
also to g~ve employment to the affected 
areas, I would request the Honourable 
Minister to see that this 1ink-line is 
started as early as possible. Luckily, 
the honourable ex-Minister is also here. 
I am very happy to inform this House 
that he was kind enough to start this 
Rayadurga. Chitradurga line. Sufficient 
amount was provided at that time. Very 
recently when we saw the budget we 
found that very little had been provided. 
Whatever infrastructure which has been 
provided at that time is going to be a 
waste unless and until we give suffi-
cient funds to complete this Rayadurga-
Chitradurga line. I would urge upon 
the Government to provide more funds 
for the completion of this Rayaduraa-
Chitradurga line which IS an ongoing 
project as this is not a new line. 

Again, I come to HubIi-Guntakal 
metre-gauge line conversion. Survey has 
been undertaken long-back. This is also 
a pending issue befote the Government. 
The Karnataka Government is iosistina 
every time whenever there is occasion to 
meet the honourable Minister for Rail-
ways to take steps for conversion of the 
Hubli-Guntakal metre-gauge line and the 
Mysore-Bangalore metre gauge-line into 
broad-gauge lines. 

These things also should be taken care 
of. 

The quality of food which is served by 
the Railways is not satisfactory. I would 
request that the quality of the food served 
be improved, and it should also be 
clean. 

I find that there are 00 facilities fot 
taking bath in the IODI·distance tr~lls, Jt' 
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is ·-very difficult for some passengers to re-
main without a bath for two or three days 
when they have to travel long distances. 
At least in long-distance trains, the hon. 
,Minister should arrange 'to have some kind 
-of a bath-room so that those passengers 
who want to have their bath can have 
their moening-bath. 

In long-distance trains there should be 
facilities for emergency medical treatment; 
one doctor should be provided in each 
train so that in any emergency there is a 
doctor available to attend to any passen-
ger who needs medical attention. 

Such facilities are very necessary, and 
I hope that the hon. Minister will bear 
these things in mind at the time of' intro-
ducing facilities. 

Guntakkal is a \ cry bjg junction. The 
Waiting-Rooms there were constructed 
long a&o; they are very small and conges-
ted. The number of passengers coming 
to Guntakkal Junction every day is quite 
large. Therefore, I would request the 
bon. Minister to put up some more Wait-
tina Rooms at Guntakkal Junction both 
for ladies as well as for gentlemen. 

The furniture which has been provided 
jn the Waiting Rooms all over is very 
much inadequate. I would request the 
boo. Minister to provide more furniture 
and morc Waiting Rooms in such impor-
tant junctions. 

With these words, I thank the hon. 
Minister for having presented this Budiet 
which will certainly help the poorer sec-
tions of the people. 

{Trans/ation] 

SMT. USHA RANI TOMAR (Ali .. 
garh): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you 
for giving me an opportunity to speak on 
tlle ltailway Budget. 

After many years a Budget has come 
in which the Railways have proposed gain-
ful utilisation of their resources. For the 
first time passengers of first class have 
beat· bUd to -bear «tmomic bur.<Jen and 

Gsn.,bu. it~ 

the poor have been spared. The aunos-
phere of fear which the Opposition had 
created has proved wrong. F or this the 
hon. Railways Minister deserves thanks. 

R:lil services have improved. There 
has been significant increase in goods tra-
ffic. I would also like to say that more 
efforts should be made to increase the 
production of coaches so that rriore and 
more new trains could be started and old 
coaches replaced. More rail lines should 
be electrified so that the trains may run 
faster. 

Sir, through you I want to draw the 
attention of the hon. Railways Minister 
towards the pilferages in the trains. I 
would urge him to check them effectively. 
If he succeeds in this, there wi II not be 
any need to raise railway fares. 

Sir, the Railway Bud,et shows that 
the Railways are laying new rail lines at 
certain places and converting meter 
gauge lines into broad gauge lines 
and also constructing new bridges. 
There has been repeated demand fer a 
bridge on Raighat Road in Aligarh but for 
reasons not known to us the Railways are 
adopting an indifferent attitude to this. 
On this crossing, hundreds of people lose 
their Jives. This crossing connects new 
and old Aligarh. In the midst of heavy 
traffic, school children, girl students and 
the eye patients suffer. 

17.00 brs. 

Mr. Chairman, through yOll, I demand 
of the hon. Minister that overbridge 
should be constructed at the Ramadhar 
crossing at the earliest and the railways be 
saved from 5e sin of sacrificing, human 
lives. 

Sir, whenever rail fares are increased 
we must also see that goOd meals ,are ser-
ved to the passengers at the platform. 
The Ministry of Railways have caastitute.d 
committees for djJfer:ent works but it is 
very necessary. to see whether the members 
of the committees are discbaraiug their 
duty or not. 

In conciusi on I once (lga:n congratulate 
the hone Minister and support the Railway 
Budget. 
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SHRI C. JANGA REDDY (Hana-
mkonda) : Mr. Chairman, I am unable to 
support the Railway Budget. He says 
that rail fares have not been increased. 
Is 7.~ per cent increase in fares for the 
passengeri travelling in second class be-
yond 250 Kms is not an increase? Do 
the rich only travel in second class? The 
peopJe of middle class and Government 
employees travel in second class. People 
have to come to Delhi because it is the 
capital of the country. People have to go 
to their native places of their respective 
States. It is thus cle-ar that burden of 
increase of 7.5 per cent will fall on the 
poor public also. 

You may start trains terminating with-
in 250 kms. I know earlier there used to 
be a passenger train between Nagpur and 
Hyderabad. That was withdrawn. In 
place of it, passenger trains from Kazipet 
to Hyderabad, Kazipet to WarangaL 
Warangal to Vijayawada were started. 
Long distance trains were di v ided into 
many trains. Passenger trains are being 
run with three coaches or even with one 
coach. The coaches are the same, engine 
i~ the same and one train i'i being divided 
into many trains and is being given to di-
fferent people. In this way you are tell-
ing that you have increased the nu.nber of 
trains. 

The number of passengers has increa-
sed but the number of coaches is the 
same. There is still shortag.e oi trains in 
our area. 

17.04 hrs. 

[SHRI 
Chair) 

SHARAD DIGHE in the 

I demand that there should be a direct 
train from Vishakhapattnam to Delhi. 
The Southern Express has been dhided 
into two trains-Vijaywada-Vishakhapatt-
nam and Kazipet-Hyderabad trains. A 
large number of passengers go to Delhi 
from there. A separate train will have to 
be given to them. Kaktiya-Expres; which 
runs between Warangal and Hyderabad 
remains stationed for as long as 12 hours. 
Either it should be extended or a separate 
train should be introduced. 

We have been persistently dernandin8 

it in the consultative committee as wcU as 
on other platforms. We have also given 
a memorandum of demands in this reg_d. 
Every time we are told that the capacity 
of lines is limited. The Banasa-Hydol"s-
bad route runs along tbe Godavari due to 
which a passenger has to pay extra fare 
for 150 kilometres. I want that some 
arrangement should also be made in this 
regard. 

We have also put forward a demand 
that an additional coach either for Mach-
heli or for Vellampur shoulri be attached 
to Kaktiya Express. I had raised this 
demand also when I was M.L.A., but no 
solution could be found. Now when I 
am an M.P., no solution seems to be in 
sight. The Centre should accept-this de-
mand. At least, we get reply from this 
MInistry. Other ~1jnistries do not even 
acknowledge our letters. W. got two 
letters in reply from the Railway Minis-
try. If we write to them today, acknowled-
gement is sure to come a day after, if 
not tomorrow to be followed by a negative 
reply within a weak. I have come to 
know that since the reply is in the nega ... 
tive, it is sent immediately, whereas in the 
case of a positive reply, they take three 
month~. Therefore, my submission is .that 
whenever a l\<lember of the Lok Sabba 
raises even a snlall issue as a special men-
tIon and writes to the hon. Minister, he 
should caJI the officers of his Ministry 
and dISCUSS with them. I have a number 
of such in stances, some of them told by 
our friends in the Congress Party. They 
wrote a number of letters for giving stop-
page for Rajdhani Express at Kota, but 
were disappointed. Later, they raised it 
in the House. It costs nothing to give a 
2-3 minutes stoppage to Rajdhani Express 
at Kota ",hile it passes through Rajasthan 
on its way to Delhi from Bombay. Some-
times, this train gets late by about 4 
hours. We take this train from Bombay 
just to reach here in the House by 11.00 
A.M, but this train gets late by 4 hOUTS. 
One can well imagine by how many holttS 
this train will get late if chain pullins has 
to be done out of compulsion. Therefore, 
my request is that whenever a Lok Sabha 
Member or a Member of Parliament makes 
a request~ the hon. Minister sJtould pay 
attention to it. I know about the officers; 
they remain adamant. We WI'i1e 10 ~ 



'35 Rly. Bud,et /986-17- MARCH 6, 1986 Gen. Dis. 336 

[Shri C. Janga Reddy] 

hon. Minister only when we get disappoin-
ted by the officers, but what is the use 
of writing to the Minister if we are to get 
the same reply. T.herefore, I am to sub-
mit that whenever a Lok Sabha Member, 
whether he is from this side or from that 
side, writes to the hon. Minister, he should 
pay attention to it. I know how replies 
are drafted. The Private Secretary sends 
the acknowledgement and a copy of the 
letter is forwarded to the Ministry. A reply 
duly drafted and typed comes t.o th.e 
~1inister from them and be simply SIgns It 
and posts it. Do we write to him only 
for this? We write to him to find a solu-
tion to the problem. I recall a number of 
such instances. When I discussed it in 
the Consultative Committee, the reply 
given by the General Manager. of S~uthern 
Railway (Secunderabad) dUrIng his per-
sonal discussion with me was the same 
that I received from the hon. Minister. 
When Kerala Express stops. at al1 district 
headquarters-Palaghat, Trivandrum and 
other stations, Andhra Express should als~ 
have a stoppage after it crosses Godavan. 
We had demanded that stopage at Ball-
arsha ~houJd be withdrawn because Maha-
rashtra has a stoppage at Nagpur, but 
they would not do it. There is AO solu-
tion to our problem. I want to tell him 
that the distance of Hyderabad from there 
is only 200 Kms. but it takes 12 hours for 
the train to reach there. It takes Ii 
days for a rail travel of 200 Kms. When 
we write in this regard, reply comes, you 
can travel in the connection train which 
has been introduced from Manmad and 
that it is a matter of great· satisfaction. I 
do not know whether Hyderabad train, the 
capital of the State has a direct link with 
the district headquarters or not. I shall 
come to know of it only when I visit there. 
Therefore you construct a direct link 
there and 'give facility to the people by in-
troducing a direct train. As of now, it 
takes 12 hours to reach there. The bus 
takes only 10 hours; it starts at 8.00 PM 
and reaches there at 6.00 A.M. the next 
day. As such, a person is forced to travel 
by road transport and by the morning) his 
feet get swelled with the result that he has 
to be taken to tb. doctor. 1 know about 
the link trains. I b~d written to him 
('DIy ,fftr 1 had rec.hed J r_{'lf and had 

got complete information. Only that issue 
or subject is raised which remains unsol-
ved even after making all inquiries. I 
know there is a link train. 

Similar is the case with Sirpur-Hydera-
bad Express. A large number of indus-
tries are there. Big industries have been 
set up in Godavari belt, such as, coal 
mines, cement factory, thermal project. 
G. T. Express stops there onJy because the 
passengers from Delhi have to get down 
there. Therefore, I request tha.t a train 
between Sirpur and Hyderabad should be 
run for the common people which should 
c·over the distance in 4-6 hours. \Vhen 
we write about it, we are told that it has a 
link with Krishana Express and that we 
should use that link. We know there is a 
link. (Interruptions). I have just now 
said that Sirpur-Kagaznagar sometimes 
gi\es link. It starts at six from Kazipet 
for Hyderabad. If it gets late by two 
hours, this train is sent as special Krishna 
Express by attaching three b02ies to it. I 
must tell him about lamburi. It is said 
that not less than three wagons can be 
attached for carrying aoods. A lot of 
harassment is caused to those who wish to 
send bananas, mausami or chillies etc. 
The railway officials say that you connot 
boo k les~ then 30 wagons at a time. They 
say that you go to Waranea), we cannot 
book from Kazipet. We do get replies 
to our letters but they are devoid of inde-
pendent ideas. He will have to pay atten-
tion to it. His officers commit mistakes 
and remain adamen t. These points 
should be given importance whether it is 
the consultative committee, Railway budaet 
or some other meeting. He must live 
consideration to the letters that we write 
to him. I want to mention one more point. 
Five rupees are charged for a bed roll, 
stiU it is not available. The fares of 1st 
class have been raised in which only 
Government official and MPs. travel and 
none else. With these words, I con-
clude. 

SHRI MANIKRAO HODLYA GAVIT 
(Nandurbar) : Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
support the RaHway Budget.I congratulate 
the hon. Minister of Transport, Shri Barrsi 
Lal and. the hon. Minister of State for 
Railways, Shri Madhavrao Scindia. It is 
ess~ntial to iflcrease rfcUway facilities for 
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the passengers. The Central Govern-
ment therefore must give more funds to 
the railways. There is need for further 
improving the railway administration. 
Action should be taken against those em-
ployees who do not work with a sense on 
responsibility. There is a backlog of the 
recruitment of scheduled tribe employees 
in the railways. Candidates belonging to 
general categories are appointed against 
their vacancies saying that candidates be-
longing to Scheduled Tribes are not availa-
ble. Fake scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
tribes candidates are appointed. This 
should be inquired into. A railway over-
bridge on Nawapur railway station on 
Surat-Bhusawal railway line was sanctio-
ned two years ago but work on this over-
bridge is yet to start. I demand that work 
on this bridge should be started immedia-
tely. Round the clock Gatemen should 
be po~ted on all the railway level crossings 
on Surat-Bhansawal line. I hope, the 
hone Minister will accept my demand. A 
two tier bogie for Bombay should be attac-
hed from Amalner to the train No. 113-
114 which runs on Bhusawal-S~.lfat line. 
At Surat, that bogie should be attached to 
Indore-Bombay Express, Bombay being 
the capital of Maharashtra, the people 
have to go to Bombay frequently. 

Bombay is an important industrial 
centre as well besides being th J capital of 
Maharashtra. For years there has been a 
limited facility of eight 1 class coaches and 
one two tier coach for travel between 
Dhulia and Bombay. Keeping in view 
the increasing traffic on the route there 
is need to augment this facility. Besides. 
provisions should also be made to attach 
additional one two-tier or three-tier coach 
to 57 UP and 58 Down Amritsar Express 
and provide 20 berths in the I class of 
the train. I would like the Hon. Minis-
ter to pay attention to it and take effec-
tive steps in this regard. 

The Surat-Bhusawal railway line of 
our area is a single track line on which 
nine passenger and an equal number in 
goods trains run da ily . Beca use of single 
line, the train s are often delayed causing 
areat inconvenience to passengers. I, 
therefore, request that this line should be 
converted into double line. 

Besides, people carry loads or fuel 
wood in these trains on this route. The 
railway staff does not pay any attention 
to it and instead the railway police with 
the aid of the CRP and SRP help them 
in doing so. This cau~es great inconveni .. 
ence to passengers. I would like this to 
be checked and the railways should take 
effective steps in this direction. Chain 
pulling is very frequent on this route and 
as a result the tra ins never reach on 
time thereby causing inconvenience to 
long distance passengers. 

With these words, I support the Rail-
way budget and hope that the hone Rail-
way Minister wilJ pay attention to these 
problem~. 

*SHRI R. ANNANAMBI (Pollayhi): 
Hon. Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behalf of my 
part the All India Anna D.M.K., I wish to 
make a few suggestions on the 1986-37 
Railway Budget. It goes to the credit of 
the hone Railway Minister that he has 
managed the finances of the Railways so 
efficiently during 1985-86 that has enabled 
him not to raise the freight rates in 1986-
87. This has been welcomed universaHy 
throughout the country. There is also 
another commendable achievement of the 
Railways in 1985-86. With the existing 
fleet of wagons there had been quantum 
jump in the movement of goods traffic. 
Realising that there would be further inc-
rease in the goods traffic if more wagons 
are added, the hone Minister is proposing 
to add 20000 more wagons in 1986-87. 

Sir, it cannot be denied that the untir-
ing efforts of railwaymen have contributed 
to this success. The Railway Minister in 
appreCIatIon of this has allocated 100% 
more money for staff amenities. 

In 1985-86 110 kms of new lines had 
been completed. In 1986-87 only 62 kms 
of new railway lines would be completed. 
If we want more railway lines, naturally 
more funds would be required for this 
purpose. Though in 1986-87 Railway Plan, 
an additional sum of Rs. (50 crores has 
been allocated, yet the allocation for new 

*The spe~h was originally delivered in 
Tamil .. 
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railway lines is meagre. F or the Karur .. 
Dindigul Railway project sanctioned in 
1981, a sum of Rs. 3.80 crores has been 
al10cated in 1986-87: If this is going to 
be the trend of allotment for this impor-
tant Railway project, Tamilnadu will not 
see this project even by 21st century. It 
was originally estimated to cost Rs. 44 
crores. With the pre~ent rate of alloca-
tion, it may not be completed by the end 
of 7th Plan. Consequently, there will be 
~ost escalation and the investment may run 

o Rs. 100 crores. 
In 1986-87, the Railway Administration 

is going to raise additional resources of 
Rs. 250 crores through public borrowings. 
I suggest that the Zonal Railways should 
be permitted to raise resources through 
public deposits so that the projects taken 
up for execution could be executed within 
the targeted date. For example, only Rs. 
4 crores has been allocated in 1986-87 for 
Madras Mass Transport System. If the 
Southern Rai!ways can raise resources 
through public deposits, Karur-Dindigul 
BG line and the Madras Mass Transport 
system can be executed on schedule. I 
request the hon. Minister to give his app-
roval for this suggestion. 

Sir, the Tambaram-Villupuram line 
must be doubled so that the increasing 
traffic can be met Similarly, the re-sur-
vey of Chamarajanagar-Sathiamangalam-
Dharapuram r(!i)way project, which had 
been taken up during British regime, must 
be ordered. I take this opportunity to 
pJead with the Railway Minister that he 
should reduce the increase in passenger 
fare up to kms in mail and express trains 
from 7 _5~/~ to 50/0. He will earn the grati-
tude of the short distance passepgers, who 
are ma:nly common people. 

In the Railway Budget discussion in 
198~86. I had raised the issue of an over-
bridge in North Coimbatore, two-way 
approch from Coimbatore and Irugur to 
Podanur Junction and the expansion of 
Integral Coach Factory at Perambur. I 
am gratelul to the hon. Minister of Rail-
ways for haVIng approved all these three 
projects in 1986-87 Budget and allocated 
money for them. 

With these few words I conclude my 
speech. 

17.21 hr •• 

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair ] 

SHRI RAMDEO RAI (Samastipur): 
Me. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
the Railway budget presented by the hon. 
Railway Minister & wou1d say a few words 
in that connection. Sir, though through 
this budget he has helped in increasing the 
revenues, I fail to understand as to what 
comprehensive arrangements he has made 
to provide security and other facilities to 
the passenp,ers. Sir, I would like to draw 
the attention of the hon. Railway Minis-
ter towards the fact that though he has not 
increased the fares for ordinary passen-
gers, he has increased it by seven and a 
half per cent for those travelling by Express 
or Mail Trains upto 250 Kms. The hon. 
Minister is aware that workers from Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh go to Calcutta and 
Punjab in search of jobs and it is also 
very well known to him whether th ey have 
to trave' 250 Kms. or beyond If they 
cbarge exorbitant fares it would be great 
injustice to the poor prople. This should 
I.ot be done. 

Sir, the hon. Minister should also pay 
attention to the punctuality of trains. One 
can well imagine the huge Josess to the 
nation and the inconvenience to passen-
gers because of the trains not reaching 
their destinations on time. Who will 
make good this ross? Is there any train 
which is punctual? 

!'vtr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we are for-
tunate to have two Ministers who~e names 
are synonyms of Lord Krishna-One is a 
flute holder (Shri Bansilal) and the other 
is Madhav : ,Ilrari (Shri Madha'v lao Sci-
ndia). But \'~e do not know where the 
flute is being played. The hon. Minister 
would come to know all about it if he 
cares to enquire whether the passengers 
and their luggage are safe in the trains 
and the trains are moving on time or not. 
Our Railway Minister is young and effici-
ent. I, therefore, request him to travel 
by train in ordinary bo~ies and not in 
Saloon and see for himself the numerous 
difficulties being faced by the passengers. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker., Sir, at the rail-
way platforms, ODe nnds a lot of rubbish 
lyinS strewn all over ~ If the railway 
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offioials and the hon. Railway Minister 
travel by train they may come to know of 
it. The less said about drinking water, the 
better. I, therefore, request the hon 
Minister to travel by train and see for him-
self all these difficulties. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Samastipur 
is a famous place of North Bihar. Shri 
Lalit Narain Mishra was elected from 
there. As I had stated las' year also, the 
Railway Divisional Office which was at 
Samastipur has been shifted to Son pur. 
Sir, I would like the hoo. Railway MInis-
ter to clarify t he political motive behind 
this move? I would urge him to use 
discretion and dispense justice by being 
impartial. The people of that area have 
always stood by him but they have been 
done injustice Prior to this an hone Mem-
ber wanted to know as to why the cons-
truction work on Samastipur-Darbhanga 
railway line was abandoned. 

Secondly, why has the work on Hasa~ 
npur-Sakri railway line been postponed? 
Even the survey has TI('t so far been com-
pleted? Are we not contributing to the 
State's revenue? There is a long stand-
ing demand for this railway line. The 
survey of Barauni-Hasanpur rail\vay line 
has not even been started. I, therefore, 
request the hone Minister to take steps to 
remove the backwardness of Bihar in the 
matter of railways. What facilifes are 
there in Santhal Pargana and Chota Nag-
pur, which are predominantly tribal 
areas? 

I would also like to point out that 
earlier the Jayanti Janata used to stop at 
Dalsingh Sarai and Bachwara stations but 
now it does not stop at these stations. As 
it is a busy trade centre where sub-di\ isi. 
onal office is located. thousands of passen-
gers are facing a lot of difficulties as a 
result thereof. 19 therefore, request the 
hon. Minister to issue immediate orders for 
the stoppage of Jayanti Janata train at the 
said stations. 

[English] 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER 
will go on record. 

SHRI RAMDEO RAI 
(Inter"UjlUlHIs) •• 

~1I~Not record~d. 

Nothing 

[Trans/at ion] 

*SHRI BHADRESWAR TANTI 
(Kaliabor); Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am 
grateful to you for givlflg me an oppor-
tunity to take part in this debate on Rail-
way Budget, 1986-87. Assam is a backward 
State of the north eastern regIOn of the 
country. After Independence of 38 years 
the Government of IndIa has failed misera-
bly to realIse the difficulties of that region 
in connection wIth ratl\\-ay development. 
Although Assanl is a backward S tate, it is 
very rich in forest \\ ealth, mmeral resour-
ces, crude oil, coal, tea and jute. The 
tea in Assam is Vv orld famous and it has 
international reputatIon for which the 
whole of India is proud. Thereby vvc are 
earn.ng precious foreign exchange. These 
minerals and forest products, tea etc. are 
being sent outside Assam by rail, road and 
other forms of transport system'). E"en 
after that the Government have faIled to 
improve its rail and road Commumcations. 
Although the Central Go'. ernm~nt and 
many other States of India are deriving 
benefits out of the forest producis, minerals 
oil and natural gas but Assam is being 
c"enied of her due share. No adequa e 
steps has been taken for the d~vdopment 

of Ralway Communication and its aminities 
to the travelling passengers. There is no 
development so far for the last 38 years of 
Independence of the country. 

So far the development in the railway 
is concerned there has not been any !)igni-
ficant progress in the whole of north 
eastern region. The one horned rhino,;eras 
at Kaziranga is famous al1 over the \\-orId. 
That is why the then British Government 
conducted a survey in the year 1930 for 
constructing a rail\\-ay line from lakhala 
Bandha vi<l Kaziranga the J arhat. Even 
after 38 years of Independence this rail-
way line has not been constructed. I fail 
to understand the reason for this. There 
is a demand for constructing a railway line 
from Ihalukbari to New Guwahati via 
Vasbishta but this project has not been 
taken up so far. The railway system in 
Assam is in deplorable state of affairs and 
I think it is the worst in the whole of India. 
All the platforms are dirty and filthy. 

The speech was originally delivered iQ 
Assamese . 
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There is no waiting room for ordinary 
passengers. Even for the first class passen ... 
aers also there is no adequate facility. The 
catering system is in a very bad shape. 
The rejected bogies of other Sates have 
been sent to Assam to be used for Railway 
travels. I want to draw the attention of 
the hon. Minister of Railways to improve 
the conditions immediately, 

At present in Assam there is broad 
gauge line upto Guwahati only. Beyond 
Guwabati there is no broad gauge line. 
The people of that region are demanding 
a broad gauge line from Guwahati to 
Dibrugarh but the Central Government has 
turned a deaf ear to this genuine plea. 
On this occasion, I would like to request 
the hon. Railway MInister to look into 
these problems because Assam occupies a 
typical geographical location. From strategic 
point of view Assam occupies a pivotal 
place. Taking into account all these 
factors, the Central Government should 
consider the points put forth by me sympa-
thetical1y and may please do the needful 
expeditiously. 

B.G line should be constructed from 
Guwahati to Dibrugarh but I find that there 
is no provision for new railway Jines in 
Assam in this budget. The new budget has 
failed to give aronyamenities to the pass-
engers. 1 herefore, I would like to request 
the hon. Railway Minister to see that this 
new project from Guwahati to Dibrugarh 
is implemented without any further delay 
which the people of Assam are demanding 
for a long time. 

Otherwise if all these points are 
not taken care of in that case 
there may be a widespread resentment 
amongst the people of Assam. Before 
concluding my speech I once again draw 
the attention of the Railway Minister that 
the on going railway projects in Assam 
should be ~ompleted on a war footing so 
that peace, unity and integrity in the 
national interest could prevail in Assam. 
I thank you very much for giving me the 
opportunity to express my views on the 
;railway budaet. 

SHRI BHOLA RAUT (Bagaha): Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, Sir, though I have been 
given a very little time to speak, yet I am 
highly obliged to you. During the last 
Railway Budget too. I had expressed my 
views regarding Basala-Chitauni rail link 
bridge. The hon. Railway Minister in-
formed me that Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 
GoYernments have their own allocation of 
Rs. 14 crores in this project, which has not 
been received as yet and that is why the 
construction work has stopped. I wrote 
to Hon. Prime Minister in this connection 
urging him to restart that construction 
work on this bridge. Hon'ble Prime Minister 
had written to the Minister of Railways to 
implement the proposal of construction of 
this bridge. Besides, I have been told 
that the Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh 
and Bihar are also ready to contribute 
their share but in spite of that the con-
struction work on Chitauni bridge, the 
foundation stone of which was laid by late 
Shrimati Indira Gandhi, has not been 
started so far. We had resolved to com-
plete the unfinished tasks of Indiraji, but 
13 years have elapsed and no attention has 
been paid to the constructIon of said 
pn"'ject. A senior engineer was appointed 
at Khadda Railway Station and an offict. 
was also opened but I fail to understand 
reason fo~ the slackness on the part of 
Government in this regard. I request the 
hone Transport Minister that if need be, 
prOVISIon should be made from Supple-
mentary budget to implement this scheme. 

According to Rai]way Recruitment 
Rules, the leservation quota for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes is 7! per cent 
and 15 per cent respectively. Presently 
there is a ban on the recruitment in Rail-
ways. But appointments are being made 
against the posts in Railway Sports quota, 
Cultural quota, handicapped quota and on 
compassionate grounds. There is no ban 
on such appointments. I fail to under-
stand why ban has been imposed on :lillina 
the vacancie~ in the Scheduled Caste 
quota. There is a shortage of over 50,000 
workers in the zonal railway but it is not 
being made good. 

The casual workers who have been 
working in Railways for the last so many 
years, are not beina reaularised. The hone 
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Minister should kindly pay attention to it 
as well 

The Jayanti Janata Express runs from 
Delhi to Barauni and Muzaffarpur and 
reaches Muzaffarpur at 3.00 P.M. but 
Narkatiagan Bagaha-bound express train 
starting from Muzaffarpur at 2.00 P .~. 
does not get connection as a result of which 
thousands of passengers are stranded. The 
passengers have to wait till 6.00 O'clock to 
catch the train for Begaha. Thus it takes 
them 12 hours to reach Bagaba-a distance 
of 225 Kms. from Muzzaffarpur. If the 
above Express train is provided a conne-
ction, it will take only 5 hours to reach 
Narkatian~anj Begaha. 

With these words. I support the 
budget. 

SHRI KEYUR BHUSHAN (Raipur): 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I also congra-
tulate bon. Railway Minister for the 
Railway Budget. I find qualitative change 
in the present budget. H. has shown 
practical approach by providin~ relief to 
people. 

Recently there was a train accident in 
my area and this is for the first time that 
I saw our hon. Minister, Shri Madhavrao 
Scindia travelling on a bicycle as the 
accident site was inaccessible. This is an 
example of his being a man of action. 
He is a Minister whom we can very well 
call "People's Minister." Similarly, when 
be promised to make improvements in the 
Chattisgarh Express by a stipulated date,i.e. 
within filteen days, and got it done, he was 
praised every where. In another instance, 
when he received complaints about a 
particular bureaucrat he immediately in-
stituted an enquiry against him and took 
action. 

Madhya Pradesh is the heart of India. 
I would request him to pay attention to it 
without any hitch or fear of being called 
partial, because that area has always 
remained neglected. Bastar is located in 
this State and it is Dot linked by a railway 
line. It should be linked with Raipur. 
Similarly, the wagon repair workshop 
located at Raipur is spread over 400 acres 
of land. It should ,be developed. Shri-
~ati Indira Gandhi had inaulurated aB 

(;en. Dis. 

I.T.1. there but it has not started function-
ing so far. It should be started without 
delay. You had promised to provide COD-

cessional passes to freedom fiahters. 
People often ask us about it. We hope 
that this promise would soon be fulfilled. 

With these words I thank you. 

[English] 

SHRI AJA Y MUSHRAN (Jabalpur) : 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will not go through 
the formalities of supporting the Railway 
Budget and congratulating the hon. Rail-
way Minister for the Budget which he had 
presented before the House the other day. 
I will only make three points. 

There are various conductors who are 
employed in the trains. We arc also emp-
Joying constables of the Railway Protec-
tion Force. Both are useless. I perso-
nally feel that ex-service men should be 
employed. My suggestion is that they 
will be able to do the job two-in-one. These 
are the days of electronics and we should 
use it as an experiment. If you have ex-
servicemen and if you arm them, you can 
have them as conductors who will also be 
able to look after the safety. 

Secondly, you have got railway T .A. 
Group. In railway T.A. group, you have 
got certain permanent staff which bel on. 
to the Army. The rest of the people beJon, 
to the railways. 

They are taken whenever you require 
the services of the T.A. My request is 
that those people who are on the permanent 
staff of the T.A. group of railway, E&M-' 
Companies and other railway T.A. com-

panies, on release from the Army on pen-
sion or prematurdy must be liven this 
service in Railway notwithstanding the per-
centage of the quota which is reserved for 
the ex-servicemen. They are fully quali-
fied to be working in the constructional, 
electric and mechnical workshops of the 
railway. 

Thirdly, in the sports field, there is no 
doubt that the railways are doi.na one of 
the finest jobs after tb. Army. 


