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Statement showing reasons for not laying
Annual Report of and Audited Accounts
of Damodar Valley Corporation for
1985-86 within stipulated time

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF POWER IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRIMATI
SUSHILA ROHTAGI) : | begto lay on
the Table a Statement (Hindi and English
versions) explaining the reasons for not
laying the Annual Report and Audited
Accounts of the Damodar Valley Corpora-
tion for the ycar 1985-86 within the stipulat-
ed period of nine months after the close of
the Accounting Ycar. [|Placed in  Library,
See No. LT. 3786/87.]

12.03 hrs.

BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Thirty-Fourth Report

[Engtish]

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY

AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF 100D
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES (SHRI H.K.L.
BHAGAT) : 1 beg to move : “That this
House do agree with the Thirty-fourth
Report of the Business Advisory Committec
presented (o the House on the 2nd March,
1987."

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER The
question is :

“That this House do ugree with the
Thirty-fourth Report ol the Business
Advisory Committice presented to the lHouse
on the 2nd March. 1987,

The morion was adopred.

[English]

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The hon.
Primme Minister.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : Is
it a supplenxentary budger
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : He s
replying to the Motion of Thanks on the
President’s Address,

12.05 hrs.

MOTION OF THANKS ON PRESIDENT'S
ADDRESS —CONTD,

Linglish)

PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
RAJIV GANDHI]) : Mr. Deputy Spcaker,
Sir. 1 rise to support the Motion of Thanks
to the President for his Address to Parlia-
ment. “The debate on the President's
Address has, by and large. been very con-
structive and interesting, and I would like
to thank all the hon. members who Parti-
cipated in that debate for making it so
constructive. 1 would iike to specially thank
the members of the opposition who had so
little to raise that they have made it
constructive.

PROF. MADHU  DANDAVATE
(Rajapur) : Send them  your compli-
ments.,

MR. DEPUTY-SPFAKFR : No

comments please.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI @ 1l can answer
their comments.

SHRI AMAL DATTA { Diamond
Harbour) : The Prime Minister is fond
of commenting on others’ speeches.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, one of
the points that was raised was that of
having accords and trying to settle diffe-
rences by talking across the table. Although
I have already clarified in great detail out-
side the House, as it has been raised in the
House, 1 think it is necessary that we pul
certain records straight in the House.

We have heard criticisms of the Punjab
Accord, the settlement in Assam, the dis-
cussions, the agreement on Mizoram and
in this vein it is relevant to recall Indiraji’s
Accord with the Sheikh in 1975. 1 would
also like 10 quote a sentence from the
Punjab Accord which says :
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“This settlement brings to an enda
period ol confrontation and ushers in an
ern of amity, goodwill and cooperation
which will promote and strengthen the
unity and integrity of India’.

I am specially quoting this because in
the past few days we have had a joint
effort in Punjab with all the opposition
parties the partics in Punjab, our own party,
all working together. For what ? Perhaps,
before 1 come to ‘for what’ it is necessary
to go into how we are working together
and how we are able to work together. II
there had been no Accord, this would not

have been possible. This is only
possible because there is a democratic
Government in Punjab. Thar is why

it is possible. Whilc it may be difli-
cull 1o complete every single aspect of
the Accord, yes, we are having problems,
1 am not denying it. On our side 1 have
said. we are ready 10 do things. But therc

are problems, whether it is in the States or

clsewhere, But the major issue with an
Accord is not the issue of whether this
BARIKI has been done or that BARIKI has
been done. The major issue is that many
Members sitting in this House today, more
especially in the Opposition. would not have
been in this House if that Accord had nol
been signed. These Accords arc a major
steps forward in bringing the democratic
process to the fore in solving our problems
Let this not be decried.

Hon. Members have raised the question
of whether this has not been done or that.
We would not have been here to raise that
question if that Accord had not been signed.
So. iet us not forget that.

(Tuterruprions) *

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI ; | will come
o West Bengal later. Dattaji.

(Interruptions)
SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : | will come
to West Bengal, do not worry.

: SHRI AMAL DATTA : Elections are
1 cre,

SHRi RAJIV GANDI; I will give you
plenty of time for the blood pressure to go
up. .
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SHRI AMAL DATTA : Whose blood
pressure are you worried about, Mr. Prime
Minister 7 Yours or mine ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Yours, not
mine.

Sir. while we believe in accords, many
of my friends sitting opposite me believe
only in discord.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI (Guwahati):
Not we.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : And we firmly
believe that a large country such as [ndia.
a country with a heritage like India’s heri-
tage. with our value systems which we
would like to restore, with our culture, our
diversity, a country such as this can only
be run by raising a consensus amongst all
our people. And we will continue, in our
effort, to run thix country, especially on
major national issues by getting a political
consensus ; and I would like to thank our
Members from (he Opposition who are
coorerating with us in having such 4 con-
scnsus on Punjab.

Much has bcen said about Punjab, about
the special problems of Punjub  in  this
House during the past year. 1 do not want
to go into the delails and the pros and
cons of the debate that has already taken
place. But today when all of us are working
together jn Punjab. the stand of the Govern-
ment of India stands vindicated. Let that
be clear. What we stood for, the support
that we have given (o the Government of
Punjab, today. after a long time. is bearing
fruit when we see that the forces of
sccular ism. the forces for separating religion
and politics are standing tcgether against
factional (tendencics, against  terrorism,
against founduamentalism, against the forces
which are out to destroy the counrty. And,
once more, 1 thank all sections of this
House for cooperating in this  fight in
Punjab.

In the accord< on Punjab, on Assam,
on Mizoram, we have gone into the imple-
mentation. Yes, therc arc items in  the
Accords which are not completed. But my
stand that there is nothing pending with us,
we are not stopping anything, we are not
blocking anyth ing from the Centre, remains.
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I know the hon. Members from Assam have
been agitated. And I am mecting the Chief
Minister this afternoon, And I have no
doubt that after our meeting | will have
convinced him that on our side there is
nothing pending. If there are some doubts,
we will ¢clear them this afterpoon.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI : But Mr.
Prime Minister, I bave pointed out to you
in the speech —unlortunately you werc
not there——that all the queries and all the
help that we have asked for. the replies
are being awaited in clause 5(4), clause 7
and so on and so forth. I hope. you will
give specific answer to this because you
have given an impression round the country
that the Central Gavernment has done
cverything. And I have tried to point out..,
{Interruptions )

SHR1 RAJIV GANDHI ; ] did not
want to raise it here because we are talking
this afternoon. And it would unnecessarily
vitiate the talks this afternoon if 1 took a
stronge position on what we have done. And
I would not Jike 1o do that  just  now, .,
fInterruptions)

SHRI AMAL DATTA : Why should
it be a private talk 7 Why do you not take
the House into conlidence ?

SHR1 RAJMV GANDHI : Because |
cannet  take the House into contidence
about the talks I wm ta have this cvening.

I will do that if you wish.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI @ | do not
want you to take the Housc into confidence.
But I hope, vou will revise that position that
cvervthing that the Central Government
has to do has been done, and Mr. Chinta-
mani Panigrahi's position that 90 per cent
of what the Central Government has 1o do
has been done, Kindly revise that position.. .
( Interruptions )

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : In  some
items. for example, we have gonc well
beyond what we were required to do... °

SHRI DINESH GOSWANMI - But  in
some, .. (larerruptions)

SHR] RAMIV GGANDHI : It is a balance
you have got 1o stdke. There is nothing
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pending on our side. I will clarifly that
very clearly today. If the Chiel Minister
wants we will make a public statement
bringing it to the notice and laying it on
the Table of the House.. (Jnterruptions)y You
should lct that be between the Chief
Minister and us and we will decide how to
handle it. And if we feel that it should be
made public, becaue ultimately what do
we want. ..

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : No
dialogue, .,

SHR1 RAJIV GANDHI : U ltimately

itis not a quc«:uon of making a debating
point.

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI @ Not at
all, ..

SHRI RAINIV GANDHI ;: B is a
question of getting things normalised . in
Assam. 1 teil you what the problem is...
(Interruptions) 1 will tell you what some
of the problems are. Some of the problenms
arise  when certain chauvinistic  atttudes
start coming out Now, we cannot put up
with that. Of course. there are going to be
problems. But the Accord does not say that
it is to be implemented in the manner in
which the Assam Government wants., The
Accord says that there will be discussion
on certain things which will be done. So do
not jump to conclusions that we must do
cvery word that you say, hecause we are
not irying 1o uct in our interest or against
vour interest. We are trying to act in a
manner which is in the interest of the nation.
which 1s i the interest of Assam. .

Clitterrupiiony)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER :
like your seats. I am not allowing, ..

Pleasc

(Jrurerruprions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I am not
vielding the floor, Sir...

(Intervuptions

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : He is not
vielding...

(Interrupiions)
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : T will not
allow it to go on record. WNothing will go
on record, .,

tInterruptions . **

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Mr.
Goswami, please take your seat. .,

(Interrupiions)™*

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER .. 1 amm not
allowing anything. Nothing will go on
record. ..

(Inuterruptions)**

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI! : Sir, we will
not deviate from what is written in the
Accord. Let me rciterate that. But we will
not allow anything to take place which in
our view endangers or weakens the national
integrity of this nation. [et me be very
clear about that__. (Imterrupiionsy. 1 am  jusl
making a statement,

Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, communalism
is one aspect which is worrying every
section of this House. which is worrying
every section of society in our country, It
threatens the nation as a whole and therc
cannol be any partisan considerations when
we are faced with the threat- of communa-
lism. We must join together 10 tfight
communalism, to isolate and defeat the
minority of fanatics and fupdamentalists
and terrorists who try to build their strength
on cither religion or other forms ol commu-
nalism. We must be careful and work
unitedly, as we are doing in Punjab. to
fight this evil. In Punjab. together we have
demonstrated that on issues which ure
Important. we can rise above party ditle-
rences dnd we must rise above party
ditferences. We must get together and face
these challenges squarely. It is time now,
I think, the nation is ready for a full debate
on separating religion from politics. and
the follow up action from that in this House
as may be required from whatever comes
out of that debate, and I am willing to start
such a debate, participate in such a debate
with the Opposition, with anyonc, because
this spectre must be faced by all of us

—
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together. 1 hope that we will get coopera-
tion from all sections of the House in bring-
ing these issues up and, perhaps most
important, in being able t0 concretise these
issues, and not just have a grand debate and
then Jeave jt as a nebulous end with no
results. It is time that we concretise these
issues and specifically set in motion certain
steps 1o separate religion and politics and
the intcrference of religious bodies in the
political system. It is going to be difficult to
get the detinitions and get the finesse that
may be required but even if it is difficult,
I think it is time that we put our heads
together and got something down on paper
and got something going which wil)
stop... . (Tmerruptions)y, We  will welcome
any suggestion from you provided it is
constructive . ., . ({nterraprions),

SHRI K.v. SHANKARA GOWDA
(Mandya) :...Provided Government s
serious in implementing it .. ... (frrerriuptions)

SHRI1 RAJIV GANDHI : Mr. Depuly
Speaker. Sir, our economy is very buoyant
and just a few days ago. while presenting
the Budgel, | pointed out many highlights
of the ceonomy,

But. perhaps, the biggest indicator of
the buoyancy of the economy is the despon-
deney .ol the opposition.

Arnrervuprions)

SHRI AMAL DATTA ; liow do you
mecasure rthe depth of that despondency ?

(haterrupiions)

SHRI1 RAJIV GANDHI ; The resulis in
the economy have indicated our policies
and have indicated that the innovations that
we have brought in have been correct.

One important point. and one which !
have been reiterating for two years now, but
it is necessary to say so again, is the question
of socialism. Socialism is not the spreading
of poverty as Panditji has said, Socialism
is more cquitable distribution, it is the uplift
of our people and the most important aspect
is that we can only move wowads socialism
if we huve a greater productivity, if there is
more wealth (o distribute. only then can we
distribute more wealth. We must generate
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that wealth, We have shown in these past
two years that the Indian economy is resilient
und is capable of generating just this sort
of development. We have continued the
strategy that was started by Panditji. We
have continued along the road that Indiraji
had taken us.

But just as Paggitji. during his 15-16
years of Prime ministership, and Indiraji.
during her 16-17 ycars of Prime minister
ship, had during these periods modified
specitic programmes, yet kept in mind the
basic ideologies, basic philosophies. that were
the roots of those programmes, so are we
required to do that to-day. It is 0o use us
now saying that Panditji in the 50s said that
steel plants are the most important thing.
Yes, steel plants are the most important thing.
But Panditji brought in steel plants because
that was the need of the day. The idcu
behind it was technology was required. New
techniques were required. New knowledge
was required. The steel plants. the massive
new temples of India as hc called them.
were only manifestations ol that idea. To-day
those ideas must remain the same. but the
manifestations will change as technology
changes, as India develops and as our
needs change. We are going along
the same road because we beliceve that the
strength of the country. the inteprity and
unity of India. our self-suffliciency lies in
those very ideas that were laid at the [loun-
da tions of our development. We do not wish
to deviate from those ideas. But we will
develop those ideas with time. We have
shown that by sticking to those very ideas.
those conceplts, we are able to show very
high growth rates-89%, over 8% over three vears,
This is the first time in twenty yeurs that
the Indian cconomy has shown this rate ol
growth. '

The other day I was sitting in the House
and one of the hon. Members was speaking
and he was very confused about the numbers,
1 do not want to tax his mind further. [t
scems to have been taxed already too much.

SHRI AMAL DATTA Between the
old and the new series.. (frterruptions)
Why did you keep out 95 items of the old
series from the new on¢ and not broucht
them in the new series 7

(Interruptions)

MARCH 3, 1987

on Pr. Address 268

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : 1 cannot be
held responsible for low rates of growth in
certain parts of our country. '

SHRIT AMAL DATTA : Wonderful !

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : And Members
from those parts of the country obviously
have the perception from their hbome ground
in views,

"SHRI AMAL DATTA : It is a fraud
on the nation— the figures that you have put

up.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI1 : Sir, if the
hon. Member really wanis some answers,
thosce figures represent new industries. If
the hon, Member feels. . (/nferruptions)

SHRI AMAL DATTA : What has
happencd to the old industries Have
they died out ? 95 industries have been
waken  out. Do you know that ?
{Imierruplions)

MR, DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Amal
Datta. no interference please,

SHRI RAJIV
indusiries  such  as
electronics, ..

GANDHI : Certain
petroleum, such as

(frterruptions

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : He has the
right 1o spcak.  When you were given time.
vou were also speaking.

(Interruptions)

SHRI AMAL DATTA : Without men-
tioning my name. he is referring 10 me.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : 1 beg your
pardon, 1 did not mention any Member
by name. It is not for me to identify
those thal feed guilty of being confused.

(Interruptions)

SHRI AMAL DATTA : It is very easy
to identifly.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, if the
cap fits. | can hardly be responsible for the
size of the head.
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE
{Rajapur) : Mr. Prime Minister, don't
touch West Bengal. Otherwise, either

Kumari Mamta Banerjee will bhe angry of
he will be angry.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, all our
Members from West Bengal are needed for
campaigning. Some are preferred to be  kept
ourside the state.

(tuterruptions)

SHR1 AMAL DATTA : As Prime
Minister if he says this, then it is derogatory
to Pamiament. (Inierruptions),

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI - Sir, | don't
want to hurt the hon. Member's [eelings.

(futerruptions)

SHRI AMAL DATTA : No, no. you
are not hurting me ; you are hurting the
nation. (hrrt‘.v'rnp!f{m.\‘)

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Mr. Dalta.
ke it easy.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, I did
not mean 1o hurt the hon. Member.

SHRI AMAL DAITA : Then what
cxactly did you mean ? Compaigning is
more important than attending the Parlia-
ment ? That is what exactly vou meant !
U nterruprions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Mr. Amal
Darta, don't figure out like this.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI ; Sir, it I have
hurt the hon. Member's feelings. 1 apologise
o the hon. Member. But if he is upsct that
he bas not been invited to campaign. we
are willing to invite him to campaign if
nobody else does.

(Interruptions)

_SHRI AMAL DATTA : As Prime
N_hnister, it is not proper for you to say
like that. Tt Jowers the dignity of Parlia-
ment. Please try to uphold the dignity of
Parliament.

{Interruptiens)
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SHRI RAJIY GANDHI : Sir, it is an
open invitation and if the hon. Member
wants to take it up, I will talk with him
after the debate.

Sir. we have shown ihat by improving
productiviiy in our puhlic sector. by improv-
ing the cfficiency of its functioning, we have
brought about a change in our economy.
But there are tremendous challenges ahead.
It is not going to be an easy’ task and the
higgest challenge is going to be 10 bring
about a new cthoS, not just in industry,
which is important. in the public sector.
which 18 more important= but, perhaps
most important of all, in the system of
delivery of the Government. I raised this
point in my Budget speech and we  intend
to go into this in great depth. | have no
illusion of quick answers or ready remedics.
[t is going to be a long drawn oOut excrcise,
It is going to requirc o total change in the
way the Government and the organisations
of Government [unction. not only at the
Centre which again may be, perhaps, casier
to handle because of the tyvpe of tasks that
arc assigned to the Centre. but right down
at the State levels, right down at the dis-
trict levels, where it gels much  harder, the
lower you go. the ¢loser to the grass-roots
you get-And again we will require coopera-
tion from every section of the House if we
are to be successful in this. This is not «
task which can be left only to Government.
It will require the involvement of all our
people. And we would like to open a  debate
on this at any level in the House, outside
the House. anywhere, and come to  conclu-
sions which we hope will help this process.
Again 1 have no illusions about trying to
do this fast or quickly. but we must sce
that every step is in the right direction, is in
the direction of reducing the costs of deli-
vering our programmes, When I go to the
rural arecas. when I go to the remote
villages, wc hear tremendous complaints
about how the programme that we start
from the Centre changes its character,
changes its effects by the time it gets down
to the roots. Of course, this happens, we
do not deny that, but it is not adequate (o
make noises here, to correct it. That is onlv
the starting point. We must go into this in
depth and see why this has happened, what
ihe blockages, what are, the problems are,
and try and remove thosc problems. The costs
are too high. It is not just a question of
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deviation from targets. The cost of the
programme or its implementation is too
high, the cost of taking it down absorbs
so much of the cost of the programme that
by the time it is ready to gel to the weaker
sections, the Scheduled Castes and Schedul-
ed Tribes, the other disadvantaged sections.
what is left of that programme after— what
shall I say 7—-deductions for administrative
cosis is a very small fraction of what we
started with. So, this is what wc have to
take as the next siep in improving our
functioning. Government is very clear that
it is going to tackle this, and we would like
the full involvement of the whole nation
in tackling this task.

In the agricultural scctor, growth has
notbeen as what we would huave liked it
to be. We have invested a lot more in
irrigation and ‘power and fertilizers and
other inputs for agriculture, we have given
bigher prices (o farmers than have ever
been given belore, yer production is not
increasing as it should. and this necds
serious attention. We will be giving it serious
attention,

We have had a number of ycars ol
cdrought. A number of Members  From
diiferent States have been  raising  1his
question and it has also hindered agricul-
taral growth. But in spite of these numerous
droughts and the damage caused by floods.
our agricultural production has increascd.
admittedly not as much as we would have
liked it to increase. but still it has increased

in spite of these diflicultics and in spite ol

nature not helping us. The food situation
is comfortable. We have used o very  large
quantity of foodgrains for giving work to
thoge sectlions in difficulties. I must thank
our farmers, our farm lechnologisis. every
one involved in the agricultural scctor. for
giving us this production in spitc of the
difficulties that they are facing because of
bad rains.

The Seventh Plan has envisaged much
greater allocations in the first three years
than any other Plan. For 1the first
time we will be completing 63 per cent of
the Plan in the first three years, This s
another major achiesement of the Govern-
ment.
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Qur investment in the public sector
has been much more than in any preceding
two year period. This shows the impor-
tance that we give to the public sector. It
is part of our Plan, it is part of our develop-
ment process, and we have no intention of
reducing its importance. In the Seventh
Plan. we have also given tremendous
importance 10 anli-poverty programmes.
The amounts that we have allocated for
anti-poverty programmes are higher than
ever before. As 1 pointed out in the Budget
speech. this year we have allocated Rs.
2000 crores for rural development. This
compares with the total Sixth Plan adloca-
tion of Rs. 3600 crores. And in these two
years—]986-87 and 1987-88 —we will have
allocated more for rural development than
in the total Sixth Plan. That is the impor-
tance we are giving to rural development:
that is the mmportance we are giving to
lighting poverty.

SHR1 AMAL DATTA : You give ux»
the discounted figures. Yalue of money has
fallen.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ; Why  are
you inlerrupting 7

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : | will onh
discount vou further by giving you more
figures, {f*t.*(-rr.'urprform_)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ;: Mr. Amal
Duatta. .. .

SHRI AMAL DATTA © I want (o be
coufused by you. That is why. you give
discounted  tgures and  compare  them.
nierruprions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : 1 would
not allow this kind of interruptions. It
should not be recorded.,

(lurerrupiions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : We also sce
anti-poverty programmes in a wider pers-
pective.  Anti-poverty programmes cannot
he limited to programmes that are hand-outs
and help directly because that is only
possible within a very limited arca. no
matter how much we allocate for it. We
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have allocated Rs. 2000 crores this year
which is a very high figure. But no matter
how much we allocate, the figure will always
be such that we can only reach those that
are really at the bottom and those that are
the very poorest. To reach out to the rest.
we have Lo see anty-poverty programmes in
a broader perspective and that broader
perspective is industrial growth ; that broa-
der perspective is agricultural growth.
Because that is where the real anti-poverty
action is taking place, We only help those
who are too poor and too weak to even be
able to grasp these programmes by our direct
help, anti-poverty programmes.

Perhaps the most important part of an
anti-poverty programme and certainly what
| think is  the cutting cdge of our anti-
poverty  programme, is  the cducation
programme. There can be no removal of
poverty without education. We can keep
handing out. helping. doing everything but
if we cannot Jift up the next gencration—all
right, we cannot do it etfectively with the
generalion which is already with us. We
have a major picgramme for adult education
but we realise the limitations of that pro-
gramme. But let us at least. . .(friterruptions)
Unfortunately, some Members are  totally
uniformed and there is very little T can do
about that.

SHRI AMAIL. DATTA ; What is your
programme 7 A very small amount has Dbeen
alfocated tor adult education.

SHRI RAIIVY GANDHI ¢ In case the
hon., Member is not aware, we have a 1ech-
nology mission on that.

SHRI AMAl. DATTA : Nothing has,
been done on that. Don't harp on things
which the Government cannot achieve,

SHRI] RAJIY GANDHI : We only have
sleel production today because Panditji laid
the foundation-stone in the early *50s. You
start a programme

SHRI AMAL DATTA : You have the
same steel production as in the early "60s,

SHRI RAJIV
Bengal where perhaps it s
( Merrupgions).

GANDHI : Except in
lessening.
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SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI : You were
present only when he was making his speech,
That is creating the trouble,

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: No. 1 was
there for other speeches also. But fortuna-
iely others were disciplined and stayed within
their time limits. while certain other Mem-
bers just kept on and on and on 1alking.
wasting the total time of the House.

SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU (Gobi
chettipalayam) : Most of  your time is

_being spent on Amal Datta,

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI ‘You' are
absolute Iy right. We thall send him for
campaigning !

Education is the basisof our anti-poverty
programme.

[ Translation)

SHR1 MOHD. MAHFOOZ ALl . KHAN
(E:tah) - Why are we people also being
involved ? 1t is between you and Shri Amal
Datta only.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI ; We are telling
you about the education. We hope that
some other people will also learn  alongwith
you.

SHRI MOHD. MAHFOOZ ALT KHAN:
That is right.

[Engilish)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI :; Education is
the crux of our development. It is becom-
ing morec and more important as technology
develops in the world. 1 have bheen talking
about this to other Heads of States. It s
not a problem which is limited to India.
This same problem exists, the dimensions
are different, the derails are different but the
basis of the problem is the same. Techno-
logy. industry develops fast. If our workers,
if our younger generajjon. does not get
educated equivalently or at equivalent
rates. then they will start falling behind.
Much of our self-conf'dence depends on  the
confidence of our people to cope with what
they arc faced with today. We have lo
decide whether we are going to live by



275  Motion of Thanks

running our industries as thcy were run 50
or 60 years ago. Is it really in the interest
of our worker to kcep him doing the same
job that a worker 50 years ago was doing
or is it in the benefit of the worker that
the working environment changes, that he
upgrades himself, his technology is upgraded,
his know-how is upgraded and in stead of
operating an outdated machine. he operates
a much more sophisticated muachine, in a

much more sophisticated environment
We should not limit our viston of improv-
ing the lot of the worker to only giving him
some better ¢cloth and giving him a better
salary and perhaps a television set and a
little be betier food. These are very limited
perspectives. We must improve the life-style,
We tmust improve the working environment
of that worker and this will requirc going
into our whole industry in depth and it
will require a very major shift in thinking
of many of our Tlabour organisations.
Cluterruptions), | was not referring (o you,
Dattaji.

DR. DATTA SAMANT  (Bombay
South Central) @ Modermsauon  benelits
are passing on the employers, not to the
workers. That is whuat happened in textiles.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : He does not
want to change his way ot thinking '

[ Franstation]

SHRI BALKAMI BATIRAGI
(Mandsour) : Mr. Prime Minister. Sir. both
these Dattas are tighting with you simul-
taneously.

[Engtish)

DR. DATTA SAMANT ;
should pass on to the workmen.

Benelits

SHRI RAIJIV GANDEHI :  Aboslulely
correct. Benelits must pass (0 the workmen.
But what are the benefits we arc talking
about? This is imporiant. 1 am trying (o
get to the root of the problem. Are the
benefits only improved salary or are we
looking for a better working environment
for the worker ?

Do we want him to operate in the same
environment * | have seen how some textile
mills operate. I have seen how terrible the
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working environment is there, Are we doing
anything to improve that ? No. We are only
fighting for his wages which s important.
Wages are important but  wages cannot be
the end. (Jarerruptions),- Wages are only
one part of the package that the worker must
get.

SHRI AMAL' DATTA : A very candid
admission, 1 must say.

SHRI RAJIV GANDILHT : Eduocation is
not something which c¢an  be limited to
educational institu fions. ({uterruptionsy,
Why are you feeling guilty ? I am talking
on a very serious matter. Unfortunately. it
i5s going well over your head ? (futerrupiions),
Educauon is something which must not he
limited to educational institutions. Education
is not something that ends when you Jeave
college or when you leave school. Education
must continue throughout your life because.
if it does not then, vour society will start
start stagnating. It must continue throughout
the life ol an industrial worker. Upgradation
of his skill must take place continuously.
We must make this investiment in our people
and it is this that we have ried to  start by
bringirg a new Head called Human Resource
Development. It is this broader concept.
Unfortunately. the resource has not deve-
loped. What can | do?

(Fterraptions)

SHRI AMAL DATTA ; Qur resources
are being stolen by you. What can we do?

SHRI1 RAJIV GANDHI! : | will come
to that also. We siarted with many ideuas.
I do not want to go into great depth  on all
the ideas. But I think. one is worth men-
tioning. And that is the Navodaya vidya lavas
We have started a totally new system.  The.
Navodaya Vidyalayva has been called elitist
hy some, they have been called all soris of
things. But it js necessary I think for mwe
to go into this once again because we keep
getting the same argument. What is an
elitist education ? | think elitism must be
seen in two ways, Elitist, what ? Does ‘elitist’
refer to money ? 1f it refers to money and
the financial strength of a particular family
or a particular individual, it is very bad
and we must not allow that to interferc in
any way with the education system. Butif
elitist” refers 1o brains, then, 1 think, we



297 AMlotion of Thanks

must go in for elitism. We must go in for
getting the best brains in the country.
Today. we are not getting
the best brains in the country because
we are not able to reach out to the rural
area for the brains that are available in the
rurial arcas.  We are limiting ourselves to
urban area and certain  areas, perhaps
around urban areas., which can reach out to
the better institutions. Today. the system
is very categorically elitist, It is weighted
against the intelligent brains in the rural
arcas who do not get an opportunity Lo
come out. The only opportunity that the
intelligent people in the rural areas get 0
get a good educatien is if they aie rich.
1Y they are poor in the rural areas, not a
chance. If they are poor in the towns.
again they go to our NDMC school or
municipality schools or Government schools
and the quality of the school is not such.
the quality of the tecachers is not such, that
they can rcach out and pick up the intelli-
geni. It is not such that they can differen-
tiate to Hind out which child is good for
which subject and how they should bring
them up. We just do not have that
capability in  our svstem  today. The
system " today  is very  elitist because it dis-
criminates uagainst  those with  Dbrains in
fevour of those with money, in favour of
those in urban areas. This is what we want
to change with the Navodaya Vidyalayas.
And this n what we are going to change
wiih the Navodaya Vidyalayas.

(lerrerrapiiony)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI Perhaps one
ol the most important aspects of the edu-
cation system—and this is somcthing again
that we must work together on—is the
value systemn that it builds in our society.
Unfortunately, for whatever reason our
society has drifted away from our traditional
vilue system. It has drified towards a  very
materialistic valuec system. That is even
reflected herc in the House because when
we have debates. On major debhates. what
do we want ? What are the demands ? They
are monetary demands. 1nvariably, it ends
up with monetary demands fiscal control.
It invariably reflects very materialistic system
of values that we are developing today. OQur
society has its roots in much deeper values,
in spiritual values. in aesthetic values. in
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our culture which has developed over
thousands of years. Our culture, Indian
culture, is not just one culture. It is the
culture of 1ens of different peopie. It is the
culture of Assam. It is the culture of
Tamilnadu. It is the culture of our tribals.
It is the culture of...

AN HON. MEM BER : West Bengal ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : 1 was going
to bring Bengal at the end by raising it.
It 1s the traditional culiuie of Bengal ; it is
not what js sought to ‘be projected as the
culture of Bengal-——and thisis an important
point- the culture which sometimes we
scek to project because we seem 10 sec it in
a very political perspective, we try to make
it a tool. a plateform, for our own individual
bene it or progress. It is this that we must
break when we talk of values and bringing
back our valucs. And we hope that the
new system will be able to do this. 1 have
no doubt that the directions that we have
given are correct. They will require correc-
tions as we learn from cxperience. It is not
something that you ¢an cast and then just
let it go. We will hate to work, we will
have to debate. discuss, develop and fine-
tune this policy as it develops, | have no
doubt that we will get valuable inputs from
every scction of the House. and 1 hope
that these inpuis rise above our parly
positions or our regional positions or the
petty chauvinism that we heold within us.
We must rise above that it we are 10 streng-
then the country today and bring in the
values that I know that each one of us
sitting here really wants to bring back into
our society.

Economic growth is not just the respon-
sibility of the Central Government. It is an
area where we work together with the State
Gosvernments. Sometimes 1 have been told
that there is a lack of coordination. Some-
times | have been told by Chief Ministers
that the Central Government takes too
long to clear things. Earlier it was on
environment, but we have c¢leared that block
and now ervironment works very fast. But
complaints have been put to me and as Mr.
Amal Datta has suid, these complaints were
put t0 me by the Chiel Minister of West
Bcepgal as by many other Chiel Ministers.
This complaint was put to me by the Chief
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Minister of West Bengal. 1 had gone to
Caleutta Tor a programme and at that
meeting he told me that we were having
a very step-motherly attitude towards West
Bengal, that the Centre is not paying atten-
tion to West Bengal and the Centre is
depriving West Bengal. So. 1 said © “Alright
if that is how you feel, we have nothing in
our hearts : we do not want 1o deprive
West Bengal : we will do everything that
is within our power to help West Bengal.”
Jmmmediately after that cither we sent a
group to West Bengal or West Bengal sent
a group to Delhi, but 1 think both the
exercises were done : a Group from Bengal
came to Delhi and a group from Delhi
went to Bengal. Wec spent a number of
weeks going in greal depth into cvery aspect
of the problem that was raised with us,
all the pending problems that were raised
with us. And at the culmination of that
exercise. | went to sit down and linally iron
out all the problems that were still left and
which neceded a certain poltjcal decision
" to say, “Alright ; we will override what the
bureaucracy has brought up. we will cut
through all the red-iape and to certain
things which were getting stuck for whatever
rcasons.”” And, at the end ol that eXercise
we were able to produce a puckage of over
a thousand crores ol rupecs for  Bengal.
This was not something which wc  thought
was a great idea. The idea was that ol the
Chief Minister of West Bengal and we took
him up on that idea. And T am glad we
were able to help West Bengal in taking
a massive package of o thousand crores
of rupees to Bengal .

(lutereupiions)

SHRI AMAL DATTA Election

publicity.

SHRI RAJIV  GANDHI ; 1 am at a
total loss. Just a few minuies ago, the hon.
Member questioned my giving a thousand
crores to Bengal. Now  he says  that giving
a thousand crores 10 Bengal is clection
publicity. ..

SHRI AMAL DATTA : 1 am not
gestioning the figures —AD HOC Rs. 1007
crores. This was debated in the House. and
when the Planning Minister could not
answer, the House had to be adjourned. You
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must be knowing what a predicament  you
had put your Mlinister into. . (Interruptions),

SHRI RAJIV GANDHLI : There is no
question of the total being wrong. We can
give the full total.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE
{Rajapur): You have given a thousand crores
1o Bengal. Why not give the hundred crores
to Bombay which you have promised?

SHR] RAJIV GANDHI : | will come
to Bombay. The idea of going to a State
and sorting out their problems started at
this leve! with the suggestion from M
Bengal and 1 must thank him for this
suggpeslion because it has helped us in many
other States also. But even before that when
I tour a State, after the tour. on the last
day I would spend  five or six  hours with
the Chief Minister or the Lt. Governor and
the Chief Minister and the Administiation
and iron out all the problems. This 15 not
something which started with West Bengal.
We did it in Arunachal Pradesh. we have
done it in a number of other States— in
Gujarat. in Kerala and a2 number of areas
I don’t have the list here, Se 1 don’t want
1o give a partial list.

It is an exercise in removing the red-
tape and the blockages. And it is then for
the State. Because once we have cleared a
package, then it is mostly the responsibi-
lity of the State to rake advantage of this
package. It we give a thousand crores or
four hundred crores and the State does not
wiunt to make use of this, and the State
still whines instead of getting down and
woing and working, ithen what can we do
about non-implementation 7 Implementation
of almost every single project is  with the
State Government, There arec a very few
items with the Centre even when they are
our plans and programmes. Almost every
programme of the Centre is linally handled
by the State Government and the cfliciency
of the State Government in handling those
programmes refiects on the pcercentage of
that programme which actually accrues to
the beneficiary. If a State Government is
ineffic ient, then less gpets to the people.
(lurerruptions) )

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : No com-
ments.
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SHRI AMAL DATTA ; lt is allocating
money o the capitalists. If they want it
they can have it.

SHRI1 RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, there is
no question of allocating money to the
capitalists. But we have also seen and it is
necessary to bring another point out that
certain State Governments have for the
past five or six months stopped all work on
their rural development programme and
anti-poverty programmes. | wonder why
they stopped it. One Particular Government
i am aware of. has not done any work.

SHR] AMAL DATTA : What parti-
cular State ?

SHRI[ RATJIV GANDHI ; Well, whom-
soever the cap fits, he is welcome to wear
!

AN HON. MEMBER : Why urc you
fecling guilty ? The Prime Minister has not
named any State.

tinterruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ; Why arc
rou referring 7 Don’t make such comments.

SHRI1 RAJIV GANDHI India’s
forcign policy has been targeted on the basic
philosophy ol strengthening India. India is
sirong of non-alignment is strong in  the
world. If alignment becomes strong, if blocs
hecome strong, then developing  countrics,
those countries which won their freecdom
alter tremendous struggle, will  losc  that
very [recdom. Even today we iind  that.
although we have thrown ofi the colonial
voke and  are independent, the world
€tonomy is not independent as we would
like it to be.

In Many ways, colonjalism and imperia-
lism exist in the world economy. This is the
hext challenge that is facing wus. This
challenge cannot be faced by looking inwards
and ignoring what is happening in the
world. 1f we ignore that challenge. India
cannot stand on its own feet. India cannot
sland as India js standing today. India will
"ot be independent if we cannot keep the
Newly independent countries independent
all over in the world.
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This is not a task that we can shirk from. '
1t is a task that we must face up to and
fight. It is sad sometimes to get a feeling
from certiain Members that it is irrelevant
what happens around the world., Tt is sad
to see certain sections of this House fecl
that one can ignore what is happening in
the world and just look inside and survive.
That is the attitude which ensalaved us.
That is the attitude which dropped India
'rom its heights of glory 1o the Jlow low
levels of slavery that we swere reduced to.
it is this attitude that we must watch oul

.for today. Today India gives the Jead in the

world in many arcas. Wc¢ will not give up
this lead. We will keep this Jcad. We wil
tight for it. What we are looking for today
is not a mere change in the cconomic set-up
of the world. That is important. We  have
fought und we have fought hard and we
have won even when we have been faced
Ly the strongest all aligned against just a
handful of countries but because we were
right, because we have the will, because
we have the determination we have lought
for what was right and we have won _what
was right,

Today the challenge s much  more
important than that. The challenge is (o get
the world to look at ourselves in a different
perspective. Just as we say that we are eaec
nation ; just as we want to remove the caste.
region, linguistic barriers which .devide our
country so we must remove the other
barriers that divide humanity in this world.
It is only when we start seeing the world
as one humanity that the strength of
countries such as India, which rely on basic
principles and values as opposed to brute
force and alignment it is then that our
strength  will come out. It is then that the
world will become a truly livable place. It
is this challenge that is in front of us today.
It is not a question of helping the Dblacks
in South Africa just because certain  atroci-
ties arc tuking place, but because they are
part of our family. We are one humanity,
That is why we are reaching out to help
them. Il we fight against wrong attitude
anywhere in the world it is because we want
to change this attitude from one of *‘us™
and “them™ to all of us together, as one
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humanity. 1t is this that Panditji started off
and it is this task that we must continue
on, .

Today when India speaks it is not the
India of 1979 where nobody even bothered
to listen to us. Today when India speaks
India is listened to. [t is hcard. I1ndia
counts. In 1979 in the international scenc
India did not count, This is the difference
that we have madc. If we pow once more
look inwards. i we follow the wrong
policies outside, we will be back to the
stuge where we were the mockery of the
world. Do we want our country to go back
to that stage ?

PROF. N.(G. RANGA (Guntur) : No.
Sir.

SHRI1 RAIIN GANDHI - We in  this
Government will not allow it go back to
that stage.

We have taken a major initiative on
disarmament. The Sisn Nation  Five Conti-
nent Peace Tnitiative has set the stage in the
world environment, in the atmosphere in
the world for the Reykjavik Summit that
took place. We were disappeinted that con-
clusions were not reached but we are not
totally disheartened because the proposals
are still there. Verification is a mojor pro-
blem. We {rom the Sin have offered  certain
solutions, We will be continuing along that
road. We welcome the new initintyve, the
new Soviet initiative, on the intermecdinte
nuelear weapons and we hope that this will
be successiul.

We have been trving to improve relations
with Pakistan but somc scrious problems
remain.  There is the clandestine cfTort for
a nuclear weapons  programme. It has
been gathering momcntum for the past
several years. Those who have had the
responsibility and the means to halt this
programme have failed 1o do so. Instead
they have helped Pakistan to launch an
ambitious armaments programme.

PROF. N. G. RANGA : Shame.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : The present
situation is» that notwithstanding legal
safeguards against non-proliferation, Pakistan
continues to pet assistance. It is  quite

MARCH 3. 1987

~conditions  in Sri Lanka prevail.

on Pr. Address g4

extra-ordinary, Let there be no mistake
aboul the determination and capacity of the
people of India Lo defend their sovereigniy
and integrity.

In the south in Sri Lanka. they have
sought our good offices and we have offered
our good offices. Much progress has been
made which culminated in the final clarili-
cations ol 19th December, 1986. The
clarifications of 19th December 1986 relate
to proposals which go back many months
and are a consolidated lot of proposais.
Unfortunately. certain steps that the Sri
Lankan Government has taken have caused
us greal pain and they have broughr this
process Lo a halt. We tind it diflicult to
continuc that process as long as  violemt
Violence
must be brought to an end before we rcopen
the issuc on our side. We have made this
very clear to the Sri Lankan Government.
We arc clear that there can be no solution
with violent mceans., Only non-violence
and negotiations can bring about a solurion.
We  have made this also very clear to the
Sri Lankan Government. We hope that
they will tespond positively by reducing the
level of violence and coming to the negotiat-
ing table.

SHRI . KOLANDAIVELU : wh
not we stop  this genocide  first ? Military
action is going on.

SHIRI
vio lence.

RANMYV  GANDHI That 1~

SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU : Hundreds
of people are dving. Today. 1 have Tound
in the papers some response from  Shri
Jaycwardene 1o India’s call. o the Prime
Minister's  call, 1T would request  the
honourable Prime Minister 10 ¢t us know
the position tfirst,

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI1 : After we sent
a Communication. a leiter 10 the President,
the level ol violence has come down. But
we are not satisfied with the level it is at
today. We hope it will come down further
und that we will be able to have a negotiat-
ed settlement because no other settlement
will be a lasting scttlement,

With China. there has been tension on
the border.  We want a peaceful settlement
of the border issue., What is needed is
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patience, restraint, wisdom.  statesmanship
and perbaps. most of all, vision from all
concerned.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : And
firmness 7

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : And firmness —

that was included in *‘wisdom’.

We are two iancient civilisations and it
15 in this perspective that we have to view
<olutions to our problems.

Sir. the very survival of a political order
is dependent on the foundations of the

moral order that it is based on. Our
frecedom  struggle was based on the two
vilues of truth and non-violence. Con-

temporary nation-building, the moral inspi-
ration thar we have in building our nation,
comes from these values. It comes from
our traditional values of tolerance.  of
absorption, of synthesis, of respect 1o all
religions, of the cross—{ertilisation of ideas.
But this only comes about when there iS
sclf-confidence in  ourselves. Iff we are
nol sell’-conlident, we arc  always
afraid  of losing our culture. of lusing
our religion, and we turn within instead of
laoking beyond. Jt is this sclif-conlidence
that we need i the country today to destory
the barriers that we are building to  protect
ourselves in our regions, in our languagcs.
in our religions and in our castes, The need
of the hour is unflinching secularism, unirty
in our democracy in maintaining. the cssen-
tial values of our heritage. Panditji bas said
That we arec small men serving great causes,
but because the cause is great. something of
that greatness falls upon us. 1t is in  that
spirit  that we shall  strive undaunted,

undellected and unfaud.&/

MR. DEPUTY -SPEAKER : A number
of  amendments have been moved by
Members to the Motion of Thanks. Shall |
put all the amendments to the vote oi the
House together or does any hon. Member
want any particular amendment to be put
“eparately ?

I find nobody is pressing. I shall now
put all the amendments together to the vote
of the House.

Amendments Nos. 17 1o 275,298 to 303
and 312 ro 353 were put and negatived.

PHALGUNA 12, 1908 (SAKA)

Muatrer Under Rule-377 236

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : Just
now. the Prime Minister said thai there
should be no genocide, but you have put
all the amendments 1o genocide,

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : | huve
Jone that with the consent of the Members !

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : 1 shall now
put the main Motion 10 the Vote of the
House. The question is ;

“That an Address be pregented 1o the
President jn the following tenns.

“That the Members of Lok  Sabha
assembled in this Session are  deeply grate-
ful the President f(or the Address which
he has been pleased to deliver to both
Houses of Parliament asscmbled together
on the 23rd February, 1987.7

The rroation was adopied.

13.13 hrs.

The Lok Subhia adjourned for Lunclt till
Fifteen minutes past Fourteen of the
Clock.

Yhe Lok Sabha re-assembled after Lunch
af Twenty Minutex past Fourieen
af the Clochk

MR, DEPUTY SPEAKIER {in the € hair]

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now. we
will 1take up matters under Rule 377 Shri
Raj Kumar Rai.

MATTERS UNDER RULE 377

| Franstarion |

(i) Need to take strincent measures to
curb the production of spurious medi-
cines in the couuntry.

SHRI RAJ KUMAR RAI (Ghosi) ; Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, under Rule 377 I
would like to submit the following :-

Delhi  Administration has  conducred
enquiry into 103 drug manufacturing com-
panies. Tt is not only a social but also a
national obligation that drug manufacturing



