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Goverament to immediately intervene and
order to take up the plan to bring water
to Kharagpur from Subarnarekha to save
citizens from disaster.

12,22 hrs.

RAILWAY BUDGET 1485.86
GENERAL DISCUSSION

[ English]

MR, SPEAKER : Now, we will take up
the General Discussion on Railway Budget.

SHRI S.M. BHATTAM (Visakhapatnam):
Thank you for giving me an opportunity
to initiate  discussion on the Railway
Budget. The decades old practice of present-
ing a separate Budget for Railways has been
there. At the outset, [ would like to raise
a fundamental and basic question and ask
if this is proper and if there is beneficiol
justification and a special purpose in
allowing the Railway Ministry to present a
separate Budget.

12.23 hrs.

.['MR, DEPTY SPEAKER in the Chair )

It is known Sir that the Railways are
owned and maintained by the Government,
even though the operations ane controlled
and directed by the Railway Board. About
Rs. 8500 crores have goae to the Indian
Railways from the national exchequer. I
also rememb:r on a previons occasion when
the then Railway Minister was giving a
reply to the Debate in the House, he was
mentioning that nothing could move unless
it bc with the pemis-.ion, concurrence and
consent of the Fimance Ministry, That
being so, where is the puestion of the
Railway Ministry bringing in a separate
Budget on its own and that too it has got
precedence and priority over the General
Budget It is as if this a Government
within Government, it is a parallel Govern-
ment. [ cannot conceive of such a situation.
Therefore, 1 suggesr that this proecdure may
be given up Just as in the case of any other
Department, this Department can also
present its Demands under the usual manner
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and it can come forward with its proposals
cither of taxation or otherwise. Now they
are entitled to present another budget, over
and above that which is presented for the
country as a whole by the Minister of
Finance,

In this connection, I would also like
to invite your attention to Article 112 of
the Constitution, I quote-

““The President shall in respect of
every financial year cause to be
laid before both the Houses of
Parliament a staiement of the
estimated receipts and expen-
diture of the Government of
India for that year'"*”’

I specially underline the words ‘a Statement’
of the estimated reccipts and expenditure of
the Government of India’,

There can only be one statement: there
cannot be two statements; nor that two
statements capnot be given But what was
visualised in the Constitution ? What was
envisaged in the Constitution? The presenta-
tion of only one composite budget and not
two separate budgets to be presented here,
Therefore, for the last about 60 years’ ever
since the dawn of the independence, 1 am
conscious of the fact that this practice
obtains. Even for the last about 60 years,
during the days of the British, this system
obteined; and continuance of the practice
for a period of 60 years alone provides
justification. 1 think it is not proper; and
this is the relic of the past; this is the

reminiscence of the colonial rule and it
better be given up. W= should fall in line
with the rest of the departments and let the
Railway Ministry prepare and present

demands of its own on par with the rest of

the departments

The next point is about exorbitant,
abnormal and unpreccdented hike in the
taxes. This is thg second biggest hike in
the last two decades which they have done
with impunity, 1 do remember that on a
previous occasion, on the eve of election,
the then Minister of Railways, while
presenting a budget, imposed no burden on
the tax-payers, on the common passengers,
Now, immediately after the elections, they
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came forward with a heavy taxation on the
common passengers, passepgers travelling
by all trains, suburbar  as well as non-
suburbans, The government has come out
in its true colour, after the elections are
over. So, at rhe time of elections, they got
votes and after the elections are over, they
get notes. This is the practice which is being
adopted. This is not proper, They have not
spared anybody ; they have not spared even
the common passengers, suburban passangers.

They are mostly salaried people, fixed
income group, the average middle class.
Even those people suffer from the heavy

imposition of tax  burden on them, This
cannot go on. The
heavy taxation on the common passangers
is on the wrong track. This train is bound
to be derailed. Let him come forward with
suitable suggestions for  suitable proposals
for further reducing taxation proposals
which were imposed on the people without
any consideration or the premises extended
to them that this government only stands to
give some advantages and benefits and not
impose any additional burden and

responsibility.

Now, the total tax burden proposed to
be levied on the people is to the extent of
Rs, 495 crores, This is one  of the highest
hikes ever imposed in the last two decades.
The Finance Secretary ip today’s daily has
said, the increase in railway fare will have
effect on increase in the prices oil, petrol,
cooking gas and several other articles and this
will have a multiplier effect. This will increase
prices of all sorts of commaditics which are
required by the common pcople ; and that
is the situation which  the Minister should
have taken notice of  while imposing new
taxes,

The taxation on the common passengers
is to  the extent of Rs, 153  crores this
year, In the total budget, can't the Minister
save 2-3 per cant so this would be elimina-
ted ; this could have been avoided ; if 2
or 3 per cent  saving could be effected, the
impostion of such heavy burden on the
passengers would have been avoided, which
he has not done ? I am sorry, this is & sad
state of affairs, The Minister, at onc stage,
has vaxed eloguent on the need for effecting
economy in the Railway administration and
said that he was  committed to it. Where
are the specific proposals for it ? 1s he not
doing anythiog for that ? Does it mecan that

Minister while imposing
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he cannot achieve & saving of 2 to 3 per
cent of the total budgetary provision ?

Here, ] may give certain figures, The
total working expenses for the year 1983.84
have come to Rs. 3,989 crores. In 198485

‘the figure has increased to Rs. 4,587 crores

and in 1985-86 it goes up to  Rs. 4,255
crores. So, between 1983 and 1985, ina
period of two years the increase in  working
expenses comes to Rs, 869 crores. Such a
heavy inciease in working expenses should
be reduced, And if the Minister is serious
enough and if his commitment carries any
conviction that he will be in a position to
cffect economy, he should come forward
with a specific proposal. And in his speech
there is no indication of any such attempt
to effect economy,

The Railway Reforms Committee have
made several recommendations, It consists
of competent experts and specialists in the
field. Very important recommendations have
been made but  they are lying in cold
storage. Have any  recommendations been
implemented ? Most of the recommendations
are, I think, still lying in cold storage, I
would request the Government (o examine
and see how best th:y could be implemented.
They should give a specific reply about the
implementation as early as possible,

Again, the question of providing the
necessary amenities to the passengers comes
up. What is going  to be dope in this
respect ? Noling specific has been mentioned
by the hon Minister. It is not clear whether
he wants to do something. He only speaks
about cleanliness, Cleanliness, not of the
type that the Prime Minister  bas been
harping upon, day in and day out, That is
different. He is talking of cleanliness on the
platform and  that is what is  what is
contemplated, Here also, he wants the
people to come and cooperate, Of course,
railway  platform is a public  place, and
people have to  cooperate, No doubt, the
successful implementation of heavy pro-
grammes requires the people’s cooperation
but I want to ask the hon. Minister wby the
Railways have not  introduced a single
programme which will yield results and add
to the benefits and amenities of the people ?
We do no not find any inkling of it in the
entire budget,
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Again, he does not say anything about the
benefits to be given to the Railway emplyees.
Does he give any special help, any assistance
ot any gurantee about future benefits to
those people ? Nothing has been said in the
budget speech of the hon. Minister,

Some time ago, the then Minister stated
that he would set up a catering corporation
for the Railways. What  bas happ:nded to
that pious idea ? Iliuy it been  given up ?
What happened to  that catering corpora-
tion ? 1 would like to ask the hon Minister
to givc serious consideration to that and to
let us know in his reply what he is going
to do about it.

Earlier the slogan was ‘Safety, security
and punctuality * Now he has  changed the
slogan. Only safety and  security are there.
Punctuality is not there. Does it mean that
he wants safety and security only now ?
Punctuality has been conveniently forgotten
becau.e it is very  difficult to adhere to.
Therefore, the new slogan is comfort, safaty
and security. Have you dispensed with the
idea of hiving punctuality ? Even this word
does not find place in the slogan which was
raised years ago. I would like to know the
goals of the Railways and what they want
to achieve for  the benefit of the pceople.

That is not  mentioned anywhere in the
Minister’s  speech There has bz2en no
mesation of any developmental activity,

There is no target fixed in that direction.
There is no hint of any  development any
where except a  ratlway line in Madhya
Pradesh, another in Uttar Pradesh and here
and there That mzans what ? Thereis a
lot of regional imbalance, The States are
totully neglected, In  certain parts of the
couatry a nunber of schemes have been

- sanctioned years ago, but nothing has b:en
done uptil now, Therefore, I say that the
development  aspect was not  given due

attention which 1s required to be given,

Again, the main feature  of the Budget
is an all rouad failure of the Goveroment
to reach the target. I  may mention about
the traffic target, In the year 1984-85 the
traffic target was 309 million tonnes. It was
later on revised to 280 million  tonnes.
Later, it way brought down to 270 million
tonnes. Again, it was scaled down to 260
million tonnes, And the latest revison was
245 million tonnes.  Here, again there is a
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likely shortfall of 8 million tonnes. FEven
after the revision, re-revision, there is still
to be a shortfall to  the extent of 8 million
tonnes. So far as the coming year is concer-
ned, the target now fixed is 250 million
tonnes, The Minister finds fault with the
core sector. He says that it is a  failure on
the part of the core sector not to give them
the requircd load. He conveniently wanted
to pass the buck on to them. He wanted to
find a scapegoat. But if you ask the core
sector, the reply  is that the coal is being
piled up at the pitheads and the Railways
are oot able to clear it. Therefore, their
production is suffering For this, they put
the blame on the Railway Ministry. But here
the Railway Minister says that it is the
failure of the public sector not to give them
sufficient load, They are not able to talk in
a common voice But there isa  failure on
the part of the Railway Ministry to achieve
the target .

Again on the earning side, the estimated
earning from goods traffic is expecied to be
Rs. 3689 crores in the year 1984-85. Now,
here the shortfall is of the order of Rs. 32
crores. The expected earning from the
passenger traffic is Rs. 1508 crores, Here the
shortfall is Rs 68 crores, Therz is a declin-
ing trend in the passenger traffic. That can
be seen clearly. I can give some figures from
their Annual  Report, In the year 1978-79,
railways carried 3719 million passengers,

The number of passengers in the year
1981-82.........

( Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Mr, Sreera-
mamurthy, the total time allotted to your
group is forty minutes,

SHRI C,MADHAV REDDY (Adilabad) :
The time allotted for discussion is tcn
hours or forty minutes ?

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Total time
allotied is ten hours and out of that, forty
minutes are allotted to yourparty, Therefore,
if he wants to continue, others will
not,..

(Interruptions)

SHRI C, MADHAV REDDY : He will
take thirty minutes, others will take ten
minutes.
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AN HON. MEMBER : The member
who inittates should be given a little more

Jatitude.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Yes, that is
the convenlion.

SHRI S. M. BHATTAM : The number
of passenger journeys in the year 1978.79
was 3,719 million which came down to
3,704 million in 1981-82, 3,655 million in
1982- :3 and 3.325 million in 1983-84. That
clearly shows that there is a decline. The
passenger traffic in terms of kilometres has
also decreased. The figures for this are
also available 1n the Anaual Report which
was produced In the year 1981 82, the number
of kilometers was 370 million, In the year
1982-83, it came down to 3,655 million
and in 1983-84 to 3,325, That shows that
there is a consistent and gradual decline in
the passenger traffic. However, the hon.
Minister presumes that there - will be an
increase in the passenger traffic in the
coming years., He expects an increase of
two percent in the non-suburban traffic
and four pet cent in the suburban traffic,
What is the basis for his optimism, I am
not able to know today.

Now 1 come to the shortfall in the
achievements of the Railway Ministry. Jn
the year 1984-85, the revised gross traffic
receipts are Rs. 5,390 crores, These are
less by Rs. 67 crores than what was origi-
nally anticipated.  With regard to the
electrification, the Sixth Plan envisaged
electrification of 2,800 Kilometres of railway
line, In the first four years, they could
electrify only 1,187 Kilometre leaving a
balance of 1,613 Kilometres. Since they
have achieved only 1,187 kilometres in the
first four years, how can they achieve " the
balance of 1,613 kilometres ? So, obvously
there is going to be a very big gap which
he will not be able to fill. Similarly, in
terms of money also, an amount of Rs 450
crores was allotted for electrification during
the Sixth Plan.. Out of this they have
spent only Rs, 254 crores in the first four
years, leaving a balance of Rs. 196 crores,
If they have been able to spend only Rs
254 crores, how can they spend Rs. (96
crores in the last years ? It is impossible.
So, there is going to be a shortfall here
also. I must mention here that during the

last thirty years commencing from the year
1950-51, only 6,000 kilometres out of
61,000 and odd kilometres or railway line
could be clectrified. This is the achievement
That means only ten per cent could be
glectrified.

About the new lines, I may mention
that during the Sixth Plan period, a
provision of Rs. 380 crores was made for
this. OQOut of this, they have spent only
Rs. 228 crores during the first four years
of the Plan, leaving a balance of Rs. 152
crores. How can they spend Rs 152
erores in one year when they have taken
four long years to spend Rs, 22R, crores ?
It shows that there is deflinitely going to be
a shortfall here also  Unless new lines are
constructed, there will be no progress at
all. It is not that money was not available,
there is going to be a shortfall even when
money was available. They have not been
able to ulilise the money fullv and
properly. . ..

(Interruptions)

SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU (Gobichet-
tipalayam) : On a Point of Order, Sir.
When the main discussion is going on
railways, both the Railway Ministers,

(Interruptions)
AN HON’BLE MEMBER : One is there,

SHRI P.KOLANDAIVELU : Of course,
one is here but he is not taking any interest
in the discussion, . ..

(Interruptions).

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER I would
request the hon. Railway Minister to pay
attention ., . .

AN HON. MEMBER : He is not taking
note of any of the discussion.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER I would
request the Ruilway Minister to take note

of the discussion,

SHRI S. M. BHATTAM : This is how
railways are functioning. by-passing all the
discussion that is taking place here,

Coming to expansion or construction of
new lines, the total construction of new
lines was 7,864 km  This is the total new
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construction during the last 33 years, the
net addition to 61,000 km. which was the
figure in 1950-51. This is the achievement
ever since independence. The Minister
should take note of it, Otherwise, how can
he effective reply to our criticism ?

The expansion of railway lines depends
upon track rdenewal It prevents accidents
and prov.des safety to passengers. During
the Sixth Pian period the track senewal
eovisaged was 14,000 km, The achieve-
ment for four years was 6,796 km, leaving
a balance of 7,204 km. So, not even 50 per
cent of the target was achieved as for as
track repewal 1s concerned. So far as the
expenditure part 1s coucerned, against a
provision of Rs, 500 crores, they have spent
Rs. 774 crores.  Therefore, so far as the
expenditure part is concerned, they have
exceeded the original allocation ; but, so far
as thc performance is concerned, it is less
than 50 per cent of the target,

The railways had about 18,000 km of
track to be renewed ; at the beginning of
‘the Sixth Plan, the track required to be
rencwed was 14 000 m, During the Sixth
Plan another 15,000 m. were added to it,
making a total of 29,000 km Out of this, only
6,000 km, were renewed, leaving a balance of
20,000 km_. So, while the Sixth Plan star-
ted with a backlog of 14,000 km. to be
rencwed, the Seventh Plan starts with
20,000 km. This is how we are ‘progressing.’
This is what is happening,

Now ] come to level crossings As on
31.3.84 the number of level crossings is
41,518, out of which 14,680 are manned.
Out of the remaining 22,531 numanned level
crossings, 1,600 are declared to be accident-
prooc. Heic, again, we do not seem to
bave made considerable progress. Why
not allocate a certain percentage of the out-
lay for these things, which are basic ? You
canoot conveniently ignore them. ihereis
no excuse for that,

During the year 1985-86 the total amount
available for the annual plan would be of
the sfame order as that of previous year,
Then, how can there¢ be improvement ?

There cannot be any improvem ent
whatsoever in view of the leavy arrears 1o
renewals and replacements of tracks. If

MARCH 8, 19¢5

Railway Budget 1985-86 2%

you want to do that, then adequate provisiop
has to be made, That is what the Minister
has said. But in the same breath he said
that it will be of the same order and it will
not exceed that. And he says if you ask
for maore, less will be given. 1 suppose the
Planning Commission should also take
notice of the very had situation. Previously
its total allocation in the Railways used to
be 32 per cent. Now itis far reduced to
about five per cent or even 2 to 3 per cent.
Now, that its per centage in the Railway
Budget has increased the Planning alloca-
tion for this also should be increased and
that it should be completed,

When the Sixth Plan begun, 29 piojects
were under construction. Money required
for that purpose was Rs. 402 crores, Now
46 lines are under construction and only
Rs. 1,000 crores have been allocated. 1In
spite of this, in actual allocation only Rs,
90 crores have been made available, Then
how the railway Ministry he c¢xpected to
complete all this ? Unless you engaged the
Minister for personal favours, even on the
floor of the House you cannot draw his
attention. He is so busy in conversation
that you cannot draw his attention to the
subject proper,

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS MUNSHI
(Howrah) : If the Opposition Members are
troubling him, what can he do?

SHRI S.M, BHATTAM : Now, you
have almost stopped all the fresh serveys
and the development has come to a stagger-
ing halt.

Now 1 come to one or two more topics,
This is about passenger amenities. Provi-
sions for amenities do not increase the
same manner as the revenues, They
increase the revenue but do not take the
responsibility for providing more amenities
to the people.

We have about 67,68 railway stations,
out of which only 376 have got retiring
rooms, Majority of them do not have even
drinking water facilities, There are no
toilet facilities in most of the stations. The
whole thing there 1s so untidy, very un-
healthy dirty and filthy. I do not know what
measures will the Minister like to take to
see that proper amenities of this nature are
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Now, security and
punctuality of trains are at stake and I am
pot sure if the Minister will be able to do
that even,

Towards the end of my speech I will
refer to one or two things which relate to
my State,

Visakhapatnam is a city known through-
out the world, It is on the world map
and on the npational map as well, It is
known more particularly because there is a
steel plant and that the South Eastern
naval Headquarter is also there, But the
mos! surprsing thing is that the name of its
railway station is Waltair Railway Station.
If somebody wants to go to purchase a
ticket for Vishakhapatnam, then he has to
purchase a ticket for Waltair and not
Visakhapatnam, because there is no Visakha-
patnam  Railway station. Therefore, I
would request the Minister to change the
name of Waltair to Visakhapatnam. This
will be a facility for everybody, because
after all the passengers are going to Visakha-
patnam. But in spite of such a demand
cvery year, this small thing has not been

~ done yet.

Moreover, I would request that the
city of Visakhaptnam should be directly
linked with New Delhi, Several other

twohs are being linked with Delhi, but it

has not been donme 1m the case of
Visakhapatnam.
PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE

(Rajapur) : There is no Waltair,

SHRI S M. BHATTAM : Waltair is the
name of a small village.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE :
Name Waltair has been kept out of respect
for the great French revolution leader
Waltair, but it does not exist there
at all.

SHRI S.M. BHATTAM : But Visakha-
patnam does not exist in the map of the
Indian Railways.

In the end, before concluding, I would
like to urge upon the Minister to give
consideration to various developmental acti-
vities through his Budget and give necessary

amenities to the people instead of taxing
them heavily. This is the first gift of ths
newly elected Ministry to the people who
reposed confidence in them., Before the
elections they said that there would not be
heavy taxation, but after the elections people
are taxed heavily and they go on merrily and
peacefully not caring for the reactions of the
pcople And therefore, before the House con-
clu les discussion and debate on the Railway
Budge!, let the Minister come forward  with
concrete proposals by drastically reducing or
slashing down the rates of increase in the
charges of passenger traffic and goods
traftic.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shri Sharad
Shanker Dighe,

SHRI SHARAD DIGHE
North-Central) : Can 1 speak
after Lunch?

(Bombay
now or

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You can
speake for five minutes now, and thea vou
can continue after Lunch,

PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE : He
cannot fiaish the Railways in five minutes.’

Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You know,
he can continue after Lunch,

CHOUBEY
finishing

SHRI NARAYAN
Midnapore) : Shri Bansi Lalji is
Railways' so he cannot finish’.

SHRI SHARAD DIGHE (Bombay
North Ceatral) : Mr, Deputy-Speaker
Sir, I rise to express my views on the
Railway Budget which has been introduced
by the hon_ Railway Minister,

There are several salient features in the
Budget. I will refer to them first, and
thereafter there are certain points on which
I am a little uahappy and I will comment
upon them, and finally, I will make certain
suggestions mainly as far as Bombay city
is concerned.

The Railway Budget which has been
introduced in this august House has
geanerally to be welcomed, The hon,
Railway Minister was under certaion cons-
traints and bad certain compulsions, As
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he already stated in his speech, the last
budget for the financial year 1984-85 was a
little soft budget, naturally because it was
the pre-etection budget and therefore, in that
budget no enhancement in freight rates was
proposed and there was only a nominal
increase in the passenger fares with
the result that the financial health
of the Railways had fuarther deteri-
orated and further resources had to
be gathered in the present budget. Suffi-
cient funds are necessary 10 replace the
over-aged track and rolling stock. Severa
grievances have been expressed by the hon.
Member who spoke carlier, but in  order to
meet those gricvances, it would be necessary
to mobilise the resources, raise funds and
for that purpose this Budget has been aimed
at. 14,000 kilometres of track are overdue
for replacement. Locomotives, coaches,
bridges, signalling equipment--all need
overhaul and replacement. In fact, as
staied, the Indian Railways are financially
sick snd therefore, it is necessary to raise
further funds und invest them for all these
purposes.

13.00 hrs,

Several accidents are occurring and the
maina reasons for these accidents are said to
be the over-aged tracks and rolling-stock,
[ may jefer to the ghastly accident at
Byculla, which took pluce in Bombay on
22nd November 1984. In that accident at
least 25 passengers were Kkilled; they
included many women, many working
women who were going to their coffices.
And. at Jeast, 95 persons were injured Jt
was a ghastly scencat Byculla station in
Bombay on that day Now, it is said that
the three coaches which were involved ip
the derailment werc  over-aged as they
belonged to 1950.51 category imported from
Britain, 1t is also stated that nobody was
botbered 10 send them, at least, for theit
overbauling which wus  due in July of that
particular year,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You can
continue after lunch., We adjourn for
Lunch and we are meeting at 200 P.m

13,01 hers

The Lok Sabha udjourned for Lunch til!
Fourteen uf the cloek.
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The Lok-Sabha re-assembled after Lunch
at five mintes pas! Fourteen of the Clock,

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair)

RAILWAY BUDGET, 1985-86—~GENERAL
DISCUSSION—CONTD,

[English]

MR, DEPUTY SPEAKER : Shri Sharag
Dighe shall contioue his speech.

SHRI SHARD DIGHE : Mr, Deputy
Speaker, Sir, before we rose for lunch, 1 was
dealing with the ghastly accident which took
place at Byculla Station on 2 nd Nuvember,
1981. After the accident, a statutory enquiry
was made by the Commissioner of Railway
Safety, Eastern Circle; and he also scribed
the accident to “failure of equipment, that
is, machanical axle of an EMU “Trailer
Coach™; he has also commented adversely
on the continued use of over-aged EMU
stock which was also overdue for periodical
overhauling, The Commissioner has also
stressed the urgent need for testing of axles
of over-aged and imported EMU stock to
detect any incipient flaws, since there has
been nine cases of accidents of axle breakage
during the past few year, Therefore, ] wanl
to stress that it bas been really necessary
to check and examine the over-aged tracks
and the over-aged rolling stock and also
supply equipment so that the accidents can
be m nimised.

The hon, Raiiway Minister has already

- promised in his speech, to see that the acci-

dents are hercafter minimised; and from that
point of view also, it was necessary to raise
resources so that these needs can be meet
and these demands can be met  Therefore,
as I was stating, the Railway Minister had
several problems before him not only to
iminimise accideats but also to cover deficit
of Rs 403 crores and had to provide for
works chargeable to development and other
thiogs like interest, dividend. He has also
to raise an accident compensation safety and
passangers ‘amenities’ fund, which has gone
down to a great extent, It is aherefore justi-
fied that a Surcharge of 12 1/2 per cent be
lavied on all the classes of possanger tickets
and that a charge of 10 per cent on the total
freight in respect of goods uaffic
should be there. He has also made
certain other increases to which I will come

-
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later on, There are also some very good
proposals made by him, He has referred to
the International Year of Youth and has
given concessions to youth in the nature of
50 per cent concession in the tickets for
youths between 13 and 23 years of age who
go ina group. Certain concessions have
heen given to them for staying in hotels at
holy places,

I would, however, be failing in my duty
to my constituency if I do not comment
upon or do not show my unhappiness with
respect to the increase in the season ticket
fares, as far as suburban railways are con-
cerned,

Though the amounts appear to be small,

I was very much perturbed by the observa-
tions made in this respect by the hon, Rail-
way Minister., In paragrtaph 27 of his
speech, Part 11, he has categorically stated :

“A number of expert committees
like Railway Convention Committee
1673, the High Level Committee on
Social Buirdens, the National Traops-
port Policy Committee, the Rail Tariff
Enquiry Committee and the Railway
Reforms Committee have commented
on the highly concessional nature of
the Monthly Season Ticket fares in
the Railways, leading to losses ™’

He has not stopped there, but has gone
further and said ;

“The Rai]l Tariff Erquiry Com-
mittee, the Railway Reforms Com-
miltee and the High Level Committee
on Social Burdens have urged the
Government to adjust the season ticket
fares in a phased manner so as (0
bring them eqgual to 24 or 25 single
journey fares at gll distances I an
effort is made to increase the season
ticket fares at one stroke, the burden
on passengers traveilling on monthly
season tickets will be very heavy.”

That indicates that this is only a beginn-
ing, and the aim is to increase the fares to
the level of 24 or 25 single journeys. I would
urge upon the Railway Minister to give a
second thought to this aspect  There may
be several Committees which might have said
so as far as this concession to the season
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ticket holders is concerned. But I do no
know whether these Committees have taken
into consideration one important aspect in
this respect as far as a city like Bombav is
concerned, Bombay suburban trains are
used muinly by the working class people
and the lower middle class people, and they
are forced to use this trapsport. There s
acute scarcity of housing in Bombay, so that
a citizen of Bombay has to find out a house
at a far-off place, far away from his place
of work of place of employment. He does
not go to a suburb voluntarily but is forced
to go and stay there, and every day he has
to come from the suburb travelling a long
distance to his place of work to earn his
livelihood, Itis the basic function of the
Government, it is their basic duty, it is their
primary duty, to give food, clothing and
shelter to the citizens. If we are unable to
give suitable houses to the citizens of
Bombay, it would not be fair on our pait to
make the transport dearer to them. I may
go further and say that it would amount to
adding insult to the injury, They do not
travel for pleasure, they do not travel casu-
lly for some work here and there, but they
have to travel every day only to earn their
levelihood, And these wage-earners have
got a fixed wage packet, and if you go on
increasing the season ticket fares, then the
value of their wage packet will be eroded.
If this is the aim of the Government that
ultimately they will make the season ticket
equal to 24 or 25 single journeys, then I am
afraid this will put a great hardship on the
commuters, This appears to be only the
beginning of it, Therefore, I will, with all
sincerity, appeal to the Railway Minister o
withdraw this or drop this proposal from the
Budget, so that the commuters of Bombay
City will not be put to great bardship as far
as this aspect is concerned,

One suggestion as far as Bombay cily is
concerned. There was a Citizens’ agitation
by the residents of Bhyandar, That was on
5th of February 19835. Ultimately there was
firing to disperse the irate mob and in that
firing about 5 people have been killed. Their
demand was simple, The demand of the
residents of the suburban areas was that
there should be shuttle services from Borivald
to Verar or from Andheri to Verar so that
they can easily attend on time their places of
employment and reach there punctually, ¥
do not know what has happened and what is
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the difficulty, But 1 will urge upon the
Government to consider this small demand
of the residents of the Bombay suburbs and
accede to that demand as early as pos-
sible,

There are certain projects as far as
Bombay city is concerned These projects
are not new. They have been pending for a
long time, They were discussed and sugges-
ted also as far back as, [ should siy, 1972
or 80, Even in the report of the National
Transport Policy Committee which was discus-
sed at great length in this House some days
ago, these proj:cts have bzen referred to at
page 213 of that ceport and it has heea spe-
cifically m:ntioned that 3 schemes were
urgently needsd as far as Boymbhay city is
concerned. (1) The optimisation of the
Westcrn and Central Railway suburban ser-
vices. (2) A fly-over at Raoly Junction and
a pair of additional lines between Bandra
and Andheri along with the ancillary works
on the Harbour Branch and (3) which is
most important is the EBast-West corridor
that is connecting Kurla, Mankhurd, Belapur
and Panwel. As far as the last scheme is
conceraed, very good comments have been
made by the National Transpart Policy
Committee itself in peragraph 12.7.6. They
bave categorically stated;

“We are of the view Lhat an
East-West corridor connecting the
suburbs of Bomb“ay with New Bombay
should receive the highest priority as
this, in our judgment. w:ll help disperse
commwercial and industrial activities
away from the City and also facilitate
development of New Bombay™

As far as this project is cencerned, I was
sorry to say that a very small amount has been
provided in this budget, In the book, ‘Ex-
planatory Memorandum on the Railway
Budget’ on page 30, item No. 79, I find that
only Rs, 2 crores have heen provided and
the balance of sanctioned cost is Rs, 72.49
crores, Therefore, with this Rs. 2 crores [
do not think not much progress can be made
as far as this project is concerned. This
project connects New DBombay with old
Bombay and unless transport is provided,
the extablishment of New DBombay will have
pot much meaning at all, There is no trans-
port for those citizens. Even the CIDCO
buses which have been running have been
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practically stopped and there is absolutely
no transport for all those who have been
forced to reside at the far off places at New
Bombay.

If we want to development New Bombay
and relieve South Bombay of the congestion
and the other difficulties then it is gquite
necessary to give top priority to this
Mankhurd-Belapur railway line There my
submission is that this provision of Rs. 2
crores is very meagre and substantial increase
will have to be made immediately as far as
this project is concerned,

Another project to which I referred to
was fly over at Raoli junction and a pair of
additionel lines between Bandra and Andherj
along with ancillary works on the barhour
branch. As far as this also is concerned
the report of the National Transport Policy
Committee had categorically commended this
project and has said :

“The provision of a rail fly-over
at Raoli junction and an additioual
pair of lines between Bandra and
Andheri, together with ancillary works
on the barhour branch line, will also
be necessary as this would provide
substantial relief on the already con-
gested western and Central railways
suburban gystems,"’

For this also onlv Rs. 10 lakhs have been
provided whercas the balance of sanctioned
cost is Rs, 45 05 crores, Therefore, practi-
cally this project is kept in cold storage by
providing a nominal amount of Rs 1J lakhs.
This project i$ very much important consi-
dering the surburban railways and the com-
muters who are travelling by that railway
for their place of work, Therefore, my
submission is that this amount of Rs 10
lakhs may have to be substantially increased
so that this project can be immediately
taken in hand with a great speed,

There are several other suggestions which
I want 10 make One small suggestion
which I will put before the hon. Minister is
that at present the position in the suburban
railways is that there is more crowding of the
first-class comnpartments than even the
sccond-class compartments, Therefore, it
may be considered to increase the first-class
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compartments also as far as these suburban
trains are concerned,

There have been several projects of
Maharashtra pending for a long time. Fortu-
pately, west-coast konkan railway project ia
taking shape and it is proceeding in the right
direction. But there are two-three more
projects. First one is Manmad-Mudkhed
(B.G. conveision) proiect, that is, Manmad-
Aurangabad-Parbhani-Parli-Vaijanaith. For
conversion of Manmad-Auraugabad-
Parbhani-Parli-Vaijanaith to  broad-gauge
only Rs."I crore has been provided whereas
the amount required is Rs. 1994 crores,
Then about another project of broad-gauging
of narrow-gauge line, namely, Murtzapur-
Achalpur, Murtzapur-Yavatmal, Pulgao-
Arui, |1 do not find any reference here- I
am subject to correction. Now, about con-
version of Miraj-Latur into broad-gauge line
and construction of railway line from Latur
to Latur road, I do not find any reference
in this Explanatory Memorandum here, I
am again subject to correction, But these
projects are pendting for a long time before
the Central Government.

They are very much vital as for as
Maharashtra State is concerned. Therefore,
I urge upon the 'hon. Railway Minister to
look into the matter and provide more funds
urgently so that these projects can be com-
pleted quickly.

With these words I eonclude. Thank
you,

SHRI M R, JANARDHANAN (Tirunel-
veli) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I thank
you very much for giving me this opportu-
nity to make my maiden speech on the Rail-
way Budget.

Sir, the Railway Minister presented this
constrained and compulsive budget,

Though some of the new railway lines ‘

which have been introduced are to be wel-
comed, at the same time, | have to comment
upon the passenger traffic because it is the
only traffic communication available for the
commoaman throughout India from Kashmir
to Kanya Kumari,

The index of Passcnger Traffic shows
that in 1982-83 It was 3,655 millious; in

1982-84 it was 3,325 millions,
centage fall is 9. The Kilometre percenlage
is 1.76 only, Itis clear that the ordinary
passengers are cvading the railway traffic day
by day just to save their money and time
because the railway freight was very high but
now it is (oo high because he has puta
surcharge of 12 1/2 per cent over and above
the charge. I want the hon Railway Miois-
ter to reduce it,

So the per-

Now, Sir, so far as the season ticket
holders are concerned, the drop in this year
is 194 million. That only shqws that the
season ticket holders (who consist of mostly
students, labourers workers and poor
farmers) are just unable to bear the season
ticket fare which is already existing. Now,
the hon. Minister says, we @#re going to
charge 24 single charges in a month. Now,
[ respectfully submit, this is too much,
because 30 days minus 4 Sundays comes to
26. Tben, there is no concession at all.
I request the Railway Minister to make it 15
single fare. Another point is this, The hon.
Minister said that there is no increase in the
fare for travellers upto 50 Kilometres. Now
I request that this should be made 100 Kilo-
metres in 1985-86.

Sir, in this connection, 1 congratulate
the Railway Minister for encouraging the
youth who travel in groups of 10 to get the
concessional fare, I make a request to the
Minister that instead of 10, the minimum
number should be 6, At this juncture, }
recall the words uttered by our beloved, late
Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi,
Shrimati Indira Gandhi in 1971 was laying
the foundation stone of Kanya Kumari to
Trivandrum line, I was also present there
on that occasion as a humble political
worker,

I remember that Shrimati lodira Gandhi
stressed the Importance of this communi-
cation which connects Kanya Kumari to
Kashmir, This is a line which helps not
only the unity of the country, but also the
ecnomics of the whole country.

She stressed the improtance of any new
plan to be time-bound so to say because
without fixing the target-time the railway
line construction is delayed or incomplste
and the net result would be that the fruig;
of the economic development cannot pe
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reaped by the common people. M. Dzputy
Speaker, Sir, I am coming from Tamil Nadu
and I would therefore like to bring to the
notice of this august House that Karur-
Dindigul railway line is pending for a long
a time, The badget allotment for this
project this year is quite insufficient and
very meagre. 1 would therefore, request
the hon  Railways Munister to spred up
the Karur Dindigu! riilway line construction
work by providing more funds,

Sir, Milavittan-Tirunelveli line is going
to be compleéted this year, But at the sume
time, it should not be taken Itghtly that
Karur - Dindigul - {uticorin line can be
delayed, [ would request the hon  Railway
Munister kindly to consider completing this
line also very soon aud this will g2 a long
way in the economic develop nent of the
area. Sir, Karuc Dindigul hLne is a very
importait connecting line and for taat only
an anunt of Rs, 3 ¢rores is provided in
the preseat Railwiy Budger.  As comoaared
to the total alfotmens for the entire Railwiy
Budget for the d:velopmsnt of Railway
througit country, this small amount of Rs,
3 crores is hardly adequate for this railway
line, The people in that constituency which
fs alto my constitueacy, were having high
hopes thac the hon, Railway Minister would
provide at least Rs. 10 erores for thig
railway fline construction  this year, But
to their dismay, only a small amount af
Rs. 3 croces has hzen allocated for this tine
I would, therefore request thé hon.
Minister Kindly to consider increasing this
allocation to Rs, 10 crores at least.

Sir, in all the new line construction,
Government is very keen in constructing
sub-ways and over-head bridges at all the
important level crossings  But. at the sams
time, in the existing lines in the crowded
industrial areas like Melur-Tuticorin 652
Km/11 and 12, no sudways or overhead
bridges have been constructed so far. The
peaple in those areas are finding it extremely
difficult to mave from one side to the other
wherever the lines are existing, The area is
SO congested and there is always the question
of law and order problem [ take this
opportumty of requesting the hon. Minister
to consider constraction of sub-ways and
overhead bridges in these existing railway
lines wherever necessary. ‘
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Sir, about three months back,the railway
line construction work between Milavitan.
Tirunelveli was going on with great speed,
But now there is slackness and delay in the
construction work. The importance of this
line cannot be set aside. 1 would request
the hon, Minister to lock into this and
expedite the work, 1 would again stress
that our trains run with speed and Steady,
Instead of ‘slow and steady’ so that the new
India can win the time race. I would once
again remind the hon, House that the time
budget and finance budget must go together,
at least in the matter of Railways, Thank
You.

SHRI PRIYA RAJAN DAS MUNSH]
(Howrah) : Mr Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I rise
to support the Railways, Budget presented
by the hon. Minister of Railways, Sbhri
Banstlal, I would like to mike the following
observations and suggestions, Sir, while
initiating  the debate, the hon. Member
from the opposite side, from Telugu Desam,
stated that the Paity in power gOes to the
people for votes and after getting back the
power, they try to collect notes. But [ would
like to inform the House that after our
party was voted back to power, the Govern-
ment’s first objective was to collect notes,
that is, to mobilise fund so that it is
properly distributed through developmental
schemes throughout the country, It is a fact
that we are collecting notes and that is way
we are a little worried But at the sime
time we shall distribute the notes and the
share will also go to Telugu Desam also.

Now, what I want to say is this. If my
observations are proved to be wrong by any
hon. member, I will try to correct myself;
rather 1 should learn. I do not know why,
but somehow it has hecome a practice that
at the end of every plan year, the railway

budget becores a most difficult one. I bave

been watching it very carefully and at the
end of the Third Five Year Plan, at the end
of the Foruth Five Year Plan and at theend
of the Sixth Five Year Plan, I find almost
similar patterns and the same constraints
with regard to the mobilisation of revenues
and so on, I do not know whether there is
any basic reason behind it I have been
reading the budgets at the end of the Third,
Fourt hand Sixth Five Year Plans | am sorry,
I misscd the Fifth Five Year Plan, May be,
in the beginaing of the Plan Development,
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the Railway Administration or the hierarchy
do not take care in totality, the perspective
of the whole five year approach and they
rather try to take an ad hoc approach, re-
sulting which at the end of every Plan year,
this kind of a crisis develops.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 am quite
confident that the Railway Minister, who
once proved his ability in administration by
helping in the overall development of Har-
yana when he was the Chief Minister and
who once again provided tremendous
strength to Defence Admiristration, would
certainly do something for the Railways
too 1 hope so and we should all render our
<ooperation to him,

Now, in dinner and lunch, the food
habits are changed, Nowadays in India, if
the course in a dioner or a lunch is without
a dish which is neither sweet nor sour, it
just cannot be relished properly, I think
that the General Budget presented by the
Finance Minister is a sweet one and I con-
sider the budget presented by Bansi Lalji
as our one, And in totality, the Budget both
the General and Railway, is a sweets-our
dish. 1 think if you taste just a part of it,
then it will not be good.

PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE :
Chinese style !

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS MUN-
SHI : That is right, Chinese style. If you
just taste the sour part of it, it may not be
good, though it may help in digestion and
will have a positive r1eflection on your
heaith. But in totality, yon will see the
Government’s positive view, Do not judge
only in a singular way. We are confident
that we can fulfil our promises, If you want
to judge the total of permance just within
three months, expecting it here in the rail-
way budget, then I think, you are doing
injustice to the total approach of the
‘Government.

1 have said in the beginning that some-
how there is something wrong, At the end
of the every Plan Year, the budget becomes
a difficult one. No doubt, it is a very diffi-
cult budget, While the passengers are very
adversely affected, being a representative
of the people, I will also have to join my
voice with them. 1 wonder whether we can

manage some other arrangement to provide
some relief to them. I share the sentiments
expressed by our hon . friend Shri Dighe 1
request the hoa, Railway Minster to con-
sult his office and his Ministry further and
see whether a review of the total budgetary
exercise can be once again made, at least to
consider two aspects.  The first aspect is,
whether we can totally relieve the second
clas passengers from the total passengers’
price hike as wall as the rize in the suburban
passengers’ season tickets. You can ievise
the whole budgstacy exerciss for mobilisation
of resources. The way it is organised, I
think it is a very difficult one, If[ say
increase tariff on the goods, obviously it
will adversely affect the prices of the
commodities and I cannot iugeest that to
you But | can only suggest one aspect,
I do not know whethar you have in luded
it, because I have notso far seen that
aspect,

In every part of the world, v river
there are big railway establishments, one ~f
the major revenue sources of the Railw.,s
comes from advertisements and displays of
various kinds of business organisations
within the railway compound and on
coaches and nowadays railway station is
one place, where this commercial publicity
is gaining tremendous momentum, more
than. I think, the airport. If you think
little, as to how you can mop up the
resources, there is wider scope for mobilising
resources within the raillway station com-
pound, In big stations like Bombay,
Howrah, Madras, Bangalore, Ahmedabad,
etc. a good mount of revenue can come,
So far as I know, the rate at the moment
is very cheap and very poor. I do not know
why it be so. This is one of my sugges-
tions for your consideration.

Secondly, in ths budgetary exercise,
there are som= good points and there are
soms really sad points For example, the
restoration of the dismantled lines There
is no provision for this. It is shown as
‘nil’, Do I take it that not a single line
of the dismantled lines will be taken up
this year? You should do at least some
thing. There may be one point, one kilo-
metre, where there may be a sort of
urgency. 1 do not know who are Preparing
it, If something is ‘no’, then it is ‘NO’
for the whole year. It is not a fair practice
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You have to apply your social and
poitical wisdom and coosider the actual
neced. It mey be one point, may bea
particular spot, where restoration is very
necessaty. Since the officers decide to
say no, 80 itis ‘mo’. Opce you decide
that you will not invest a single penny for
this, nothing will be done in any part of
India. [t is not a fair practice, to present
the budgetary document in this manper.
Therefore, 1 request that it should be
looked into,

There are so0 mapy railway lines like
this. I know at least of onme. In 1968,
there were severe floods in North Bengal,
in Jalpaiguri Morarji Bhai, who was the
Finance Minister or the Deputy Prime
Minisier, had been there, He witnessed
the floods. Then Indiraji also went next
time, You know that the tea industry is
the most important one in North Bengal.
The railway line connecting the areas
Changravandan and Damohini was washed
away and till this day, it has not been
restiored, There was no programnie and
several times people came and requested.
If a line is washed away by floods, it means
that it will not be restored, This is not
fair, This isso for years together. Last
year the Railway Minister, your predecessor
had been there and he was also surprised.
Some work was started. I do not know
whether it is in progress because I find
that no provision is made in the railway
budget.

1 must congratulate and I think the
whole House should congratulate unani-
mously the Indian engineers, technicians
and other workers who had built the
miraculous and marvellous Metro Trans-
port Railway System in Calcutta, Itisa
pride for whole of India. not for a party
or a government, The entire nation should
be proud that our eng'nners did it showing
their excellence to London, Moscow and
Paris. Thney have dome a miracle. You
can imagine, in a city like Calcutta, when
the roads are closed for years together,
how the pedesirians, the commuters from
Sealdah and Howrah and the people as such
living in Calcutta, have faced all the cons-
raints, Whas a wonderful achievement
they have made, I think the whole House
tshould adopt a resolution so that the future
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engineers and technicians of the country
will be much more encouraged, They
have done a commendable thing. In a
short duration, they have done a few
kilometers and they would complete it ig
two or three years.

The hon, Railway Minister should see
to it that the Metro System remains always
a pride of our nation, It should not get
polluted. Do not allow any vendor, any
shop or any kind of business inside the
metrol railway platforms,

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : No
underground activities ;

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS
MUNSHI : I am mentioning it because
only yesterday 1 have myself seen it, A
biri-wala with two other friends entered
into it somehow. And then he was asked
to go away. But why do they not post the
RPF right at the gate ? They should enter
only with a ticket. Otherwise, if the metro
system is polluted, you cannot manage it.
I do no know whether some political
procession can enter it in future and create
a HULLA.

(Interruptions)

We should always maintain a strong uigil
1o keep the underground metro system
clean and beautiful- It will attract tourists
in future, It is a pride of Calcutta, 1 am
gratelful today to Late Indiraji and I also
pay my homage and salutationg to her,
because it was her dream and she saw to it
that it was implemented, [ a!so thank your
predecessor Shri Ghani Khan Chowdhbury,
who really did a wonderful job supervising
it every day. I know that the State Govern-
ment and their political partners may not
be happy When the Metro railway was
introduced, instead of congratulating the
Metro, they say that they only want the
people to take care of themselves as it may
collapse any time. [ do not understand
this attitude. This is not the way to pay
compliments to the engineers whether
the Government in the State is Congress
or Communist. What I want to say is
that the Metro system should be kept
free from all modern contaminations
for ever.
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In regard to some important railway
programmes and project, 1 have seen in the
Budgetary explanatory memorandum somc
developmenl projects that you have included
for Bengal. I am glad of that, The
North-East and the Eastern .India is
neglected in the railway map for the last
so many decades, I am thaokful to a
predecssor who really tried to do something
for that part of the country, ButI only
say that he should continue this tempo and
gsee that is implemented.

(In r;?rrupr:'ons)

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS
MUNSHI : Foctunately or unfortunately,
I represent a Constituency which is one of
the major railway establishments called
Howrah. The North-Eastern Railway and
the Bu.stern Railway meet there, You
might have visited the Howrah Railway
Station many times. A number of foreign
tourists come to the Howrah Railway
Station. They come in the morning every
day at peak bours. There is nobody to
help, guide and protect them, So, they
just get mixed up with the other commuters,
There is a complaint to this effect from the
foreign tourists, I am sorry the officials
of the Railway Board are not wise enough
to make any arrangements for the guidance,

belp and protection of the foreign toutists’

who arrive in large numbers at Howrah
Railway Station,

I would request the Minister of Railways
to maintain a special enclosure for all the
foreign tourists and to make regular
announcement by a Railway officer to see
that the foreign tourists are properly
entertained and given all the pguidance
peeded. It would add to the prestige of

our country.

This year is the International Youth
Year. I am grateful to you that you have
given some concessions to the youth, I
would like to remind you that our Prime
Minister inaugurated Youth Year in India
while observing the birth day of Swami
Vivekapanda, As you know, thereisa
great monument for Swami Vivekananda in
Belur Math called Belur,

(Interruptions)
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SHRI PRIYA RANIJAN DAS
MUNSHI : As a token of respect to
Swamiji, why not all the Mail and Express
trains make a stop for half-a-minute or a
minute at Belur Railway Station ? Why not
we start this observance from this Inter-
national Youth Year ? I made a request to
this elfect to the Ministry several times,
Why not this arrangements be made at Belur
Railway Station when the number of tourists
and pilgrims is so large and especially when
such an arrangement already exists in case
of Dakshineshwar to enable tourists to pay
respects to Lord Ramakrishna Parama-
hamsa ? So why not this arrangement be
made at Belur Math ? Lots of representa-
tions have been made to this effect, [
would request the hon. Minister to consider
this request especialiy because it does not
involve any financial burden,

There iS a railway station called Lilush
at which everybody travelling to Bengal will
have to stop. All the trains com: sl g
through Liluah Railway Station bt theie
is no fly-over bridge with the result every
year not less tham 60 casualties take place
there. Iam glad that yesterday the railway
authorities confirmed that they are prepared
to construct the raijway over-bridge provided
the State Goverment also make the arraange-
ments, The General Manager of Railways
confirmed it,

I would request the Minister of Rail-
ways to take up this matter with the chief
Minister of Bengal and see that it is done
immediatly to save the people from hazards
and casualties,

The Northeastern railway is the only
railway in the whole of the country which
is outside the jurisdicution of railway electri=
fication, We talk of national unity and so
moany other thirgs. Bul one should ponder
over and feel bow long a time did the people
of North-Bastern zone will have to travel on
North Eastern Frontier Railway as they
have no clectrification of the track faci-
lities ? Not a single track is elactrified |
Not a single one ! If not, you should give
more diesel engines, If you go there in
cognito, to Barsy station, Mr. Railway
Minister, you will find that some steam
engines are coming and going out, 1 do not
know what crime the people of North Bengca
have committed, If you have any eleqtri-
fication programme you should distriutel
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upiversally. You should provide some thing
(o the Western Railway, something to the
Centcral Railway and something to the
North East also, Why do you concentrate
in one areca decade after decade ? That is
not a fair practice, This is not the way to

promote national unity and fight regional
imbalance.

There are many other projects also. I
know that there are several projects which
have been awaiting clearance from the
Planning Commission. But it does not
mean that those proposals are abandoned,
For example, Eklachi-Belur Ghat line is one.
That is one district beadguarters without
a single ruilway line calied Then Budge-
Budge Balurghat Namkhanan line in the
Sundatbans area and Tomluk Contai are
also there, They, were initiated by t(he
former Railway Minister, I know without
proper clearance from the Planning Commis-
sion. 1 know that in this country we
start projects without the proper clearance;
we take the initiative, start them and then
get the clearance, I want the Railway
Minister to give an assurance to this House
that he will carry on with those projects,
today or tomorrow, and that they will find
the light of the day.

Mr. Depulty-Speaker, | further submit
another impo:tant point concerning sports
and then I conclude Mr. Railwey Minis
ter, you have mentioned in your speech
about the performance of the Railway
sportsmen  and women, It is pice Rail-
ways is now one of the most importat.t
organistiors in the field of sports. But do
you konow what is happening ? Kecently
I was present at a prize-giving ceremony
when  your present Ruilway RBoard Chaii-
man was there, | witnessed their condition
there.  When they perform so well here and
there, and when you are asked 10 absorb
them or they ask for litile quarter, they ale
just refused. No Railway off.cial listens to
them. Oonly when somebody comes up,
they say, *Oh, you are P.T Usha, you have
just crossed the mark, we will go along with
yeu,” But you do not care for those who
can be P. T. Ushas tomorrow It js not
fair  Itis not good for us, They should
be taken care of properly. And after they
cross the age of 45 years thay are told that
they should retire and do not get jobs. s
this fair ? You must take care of those
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people, Itis one of the most commog
things for the Railway administration to do,

Also, why do you not get some foreign
coaches to train them ? Why are you
appointing old coaches ? Especially for
hockey and foot-ball you can get some
foreign coaches because the Railways’ can
afford to get them. They can be utilised
for other disciplines also, in the country,

Recently 1 happened to see the bluzers
of the sportsmen of the Railways, and 1 felt
very sorry that the people from such an
organisation are coming in such a state,
You should take care of them.

Also, you have stopped the concession
for short distance travel by sportsmen The
concession for 100 km. js withdrawn now.
Why ? You are allowing only on the long
distance journery, You should continue
the concession for short distance journeys
also.

There is one other matter for immidiate
consideration, Our late Prime Minister
Indiraji herself Jaid the foundation stone for
the Howrah-Amta Railway line, instead of
the Martin line. But odly Howrah-Barga:
chia is completed, the other line between
Howiah-Sheakhale and Howrah-Champa-
donji line are not completed, | request Shri
Bansi Lalji to see thatthey are also com-
pleted  Because the poor people of that
area believe that Indiraji herself laid the
foundation stone to help them. you have
to consider their hardships and 1ake care of
them. We talk of Centre-State relations But
my friends in the opposition may get angry
if I'refer to what happend in Calcutta yes-
terday. The Chief Minister of West Bengal
while addressing a rally in the Maidan yes-
terday, inspired his party men to support
the rail-roko movement from tomorrow You
can very wcll imagine the plight of the
people when the confrontatiou begins and
the trains are stopped, When the Siale
Government itself is sponsoring this move-
ment, who will take care of the secuiity of
the passengers 7 | like to advise the hon.
Railway Minister 10 negotiate with the Chief
Minister of West Bengal tonight and make
arrangements for the security of passengers,
Otherwise, if any untoward thing happens
(Intersuption) You cannot cow down me like
this, The Railway Minister must give the
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guarantee, If anything happens, thc respon-
sibility lies on the Chief Minister of West
Bengal (Interruption) The Railway Minister

must take care of thie aspect.
15,00 hrs,

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA (Bankura) :
Sir, the Railway Budget presented by the
Railway Minister, Mr. Bansi Lal, is an un-
paralled Budget. There is an unparallel in-
crease in fares and freights in this Budget as
compared to the last five years, The Minis-
ter hasadopted an easy method by increasing
the freight and fares and not imrroving the
performance of the Railway. And the mop-
ping up of Rs, 500 crores has never hap-
pened in the last four or five years.

Why was the Sixth Five Year Plan of the
Railways called renabilitation plap ? It is
because one-third of the track was over-aged
and it needed immediate replacement. This
was the assessment of the Railways in the
year 1980-81. At that time, over 5000 loco-
motives were over-aged and they also needed
immediate replacement. During the Sixth
Plan about 14,000 kms. of railway track was
to be replaced. But wiat is the achieve-
ment ?

Achievement is only 50 per cent. About
7,000 or &,000 kilometres of railway track,
about 70,00 or 80,000 wagons and about
6,000 or 7,000 passenger coaches are
also over aged and that 1s why during 1984-85
the recurrence of railway accidents has in-
crecased. Inthis very House today, the acci-
dent at Byculla which took place in the
month of November last yerr was referred
to. How did this accident take place and
who was responsible for this ? It was not
the fault of the railway staff, it was due to
mcchanical failure. Because of the axle of
an EMU coach having broken, the accident
took place in which 25 persons were killed
and ‘0 persons were injured While present
ing the railway Budget for the year 1080-8],
the then Railway Minister Shri Kamalapati
Tripathi admitted thatalmost all the main
EMU coaches in suburban sections of both
Calcutta and Bombay were overaged and
would be replaced, So, while replying to
the debate, will the Raiiway Minister Kindly
inform the Houssas to how many of the

overaged EMU coaches have been r1eplaced
within the last four years? "

15.02 brs.

[SHRI ZAINUL BASHER in the Chair)

During the Sixth Plan, one lakh wsgcns,
5,600 coaches, 7807 locomotives and 3&0
EMU coaches were to be acquired and funds
to the tune of Rs. 2,100 crores were provided
in the Sixth Plan for the acquisition of this
rolling stock. But out of these one lakh
wagons, only 60,000 wagons could be acqui-
red dnring the first four years of the Plan.
Similarly. onlv 4,000 coaches, 770 locomo-
tiveswere acquired whereas during this pcriod
about 70,000 wagons 4,50) coaches and
1,715 locomotives were condemned and taken
off the line. Since 1971, not a single steam
locomotive is coming out of the Chittaranjan
Locomotive Works Almost all the steem
locomotives have become overaged but I do
pot find any plan as to when they will be
replaced by diesel or electric locomolives
because only 6,000 kilometres of railway
track out of 61,000 kilometres, that is only
10 per cent, have been electrified so far.

I do not see anything, eiher in the bud-
get or in the speech of the Railway Minister,
as to when the overaged steam locomotives
will be replaced and how they will be repla-
ced.  About 1,006,000 workers are employed
in the steam loco sheds and in the steam loco
motives, How will their services beutilized 7
Is there any planning being dope in that
respect ? [ hope the Railway Minister will

. clarify this while he replies to the debate,

It is well know that electric traction is
cheaper, compared to steam and diesel. Even
though the initial expenses are more, the
recurring expenscs are less for electric trac-
tion, in comparison with steam and diesel,
Yet, the pace of electrification is very slow.
During the Sixth Plan, about 2,500 km of
railway traek were to be electrified. Yet,
during the last four years only 1,186 km
were clectrified, During the last year of
this plan, 1984.85, I do not think you can
electrify more than 300 to 400 km, So, only
half of the target can be achieved during
the Sixth Plan. At this rate, it will take 100
years to electrify 61,000 km,
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If you see the Plan allocation, you will
notice that the railways have been neglected
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during all the Plan periods, as will be evij.
dent from the following figures:

Plan period

Allocation to the
transport sector

Allocation to
railways

First Plan
Second Plan 23.5 ,,
Third Plan 231,

Annual Plans (1966-69) 15,6 ,,

Fourth Plan : 16
Fifth Plan 141,
Sixth Plan 1,7 ,,

22.1 per cent

11.5 per cent

1543 ,
15,46 ,,
7.69 ,,
592 ,,
597
5.23

This shows that in every Plan the allo-
cation for railways is consistently being
reauced. Over these sears, it has been re-
duced from 15 to 5 per cent In the Seventh
Plan, it is feared, it will be further reduced.

Why have accidents increased 7 1 feel
that 1t is also due to the violation of safery
rules,

You will be surprised to know that safety
rules are being violated and the raitway
authorities aure going on killing the perscns
not only through accidents, but also through
orders for vivlation of safety rules. There
are several occusions where the trains were
allowed to move without even guards, with-
out propsr vacuum and even w.thout head-
lights.
near Faizabad because the train was allowed
to move without headlicht., As a result
more tuin (wenty pilgrims were killed, |
would like to know why thc steam engine
was allowed to steam out of the locoshed
without the headlight  There was an acci-
dent near Goada on .8 1-1985 [ would like
to know from the Minister whether the train
involved in that accident had proper vacuum.
I will cite yet another interesting case of
Anara in South Eastern Rajlway. One guard
was 10 taks grodstrain to Rindamunda, He
asked for a tail lamp which is necessary for
the safety of the train  That demand was
treated as his refusal to work, He was im-
mediately charge-sheeted, suspended and

Last vear one accdent took place -

——

then discharged. I would request the Minis-
ter to enlighten us why in this way safety
aspect is being neglected resuiting in the
increa<e in the incident of accidents,

Not only that, several persons lost their
life due to eleciocution while working in the
traction overhead. The supervisor had fore
ced the workers to work without the safety
precautions. This  thing happened in
Allshabad when the workers agitated and
demanded action against the Supervisor The
result was that the President of the GRT
Workers’ Union was chargesheeted but no
action was taken against the Supervisor who
violated the safety rules,

Now I com: to the dismal performance
of the Railways. Why is the perfurmance of
the nailways so dismal 2 This dismal per-
formance can be judged from the fact that
the growth of freight carning traffic has been
very sluggish. In 1976, the Railways had
carried freight carning traffic to the tune of
212 6 million tonnes, It come down to 1931
million tonnes in the year 1979 80. |t
slilghtly rose to 230.1 mill on tonnes in
1983-84,  For the year 1984 &5 the target
was 245 million tonnes, which was later
slashed down to 237 million tonnes

And | doubt and say (hat the Railways
will not achieve during this year the freight
carning traffic of 237 million tonnes. What
is the reason ? Sir, during the debate on
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transport policy Committee Report it was
discussed thar there is a crisis in wagon
building industry of our country, The Rail-
ways have drastically cut down the order
that was placed on them and wagons are not
available I had been to Chirimiri which is
in the Eastern Coalfield. I found huge
stocks coal accumulated at the pithead of
collieries and & huge stock of coal was burnt.
It is a wastage of money. 1 asked: Why this
coal has been accumulated ? I was told
that wagons are not being supplied. That
was why the coal was not being transported
and they have cut down also the order for
purchasing wagons There was a crisis,
wagons Were mot available. That is why
this freight earpning traffic has become less
than what was in the previous year.

Sir, overcrowding in the train has become
a problem Last year, during the ycar
1984-85, 121 pairs of new trains were intro-
duced and there was a slight increase in the
copventional coaches from 26,936 in the
year 1982-%3 to 27,343 in the year 1983 -84,
that is, an increase of only 407 coaches,
How with an increase of 407 coaches the
Railways could introduce 121 new pairs of
trains 7 The only reason is that coaches of
200 trains were reduced and that is why there
is overcrowding in the trains. And, Sir, the
addition to passenger fleet has not kept pace
with the growing nceds of the traffic  From
the y=ar 1950.5! to the year 1984-85 the in-
crease in passenger fleet is only 1Z1.1 per
cent, but increase in passenser traffic is 159.1
per cent. That is why there is overcrowd-

ing in the trains.

Sir, I have already told that the increase
in the freight and fare is unparalielled  He
has proposed 10 per cent surcharge on all
the items of freight over a distance of 500
km and above, while at the same time reqro-
uping three catcgories of freight which
include grains and pulses and salt for human
consumption to higher classification meaning
higher freight for them  For the passengers

he has proposed a 12-1/2 per cent increase .

in fares and he has also increased the fare
for travelling a distance of 50 km.

He has also revised the monthly fare
from Rs. 3to Rs, 15 For the passengers

he has proposed a 12.5%, increase in fares
for travelling disrance of 50 kms and above,
while revising the rates of monthly sea:on
ticket for suburban commuters. The pro-
posed sparing of pas:engers travelling
distance of 60 kms and less would not give
much relief in view of the fact that
average lead in non- suburban passnger
trafficis | 1.3 kms and for goods, traslbc,
it is 734 kms.

So, Sir, [ strongly oppose this increase
in freight and fare, I also humbly suggest
that the old third-class travel which prevailed
50 years back, should be revived so that the
poor people may travel by paying less fare,

PROF. N.G. RANGA (Guntur) : At the
same time, you want expansioon, You want
higher and higher wages and salaries, Ttere
must be some responsibility.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : Another .
question is, computerisation in transport
management, The hon, House may be
aware that one third of the railway track
needs immediate replacement. Now, the
computerisation will lead to increased traffic
and haulage of more passengers and goods
by Indian Railways. But without replacing
these age-old railway track, and signalling
system, introduction of computers 10 com-
puterise the transport management will rather
be disastrous and it will also squeeze the
employment  opportunities.  You know
already 3 crore youth are unemployed and
their names aie in the live register. Intro-
duction of computers with the assistance fiom
the World Bank will surely lead to squeeze
of the employment potentialities in the
railways,

Sir. 1 will say a few words about the
railway employees. Much has been said
that there was a cordial relation among the
railway employees and the management. Sir,
in the year 1973, loco runping staff staged a
movement Then there was an agreement
with them to reduce the working hour of the
locomen to 10 hours, Till (981, it was not
imp'emented. In Japuary, 1581, they again
started a movement, And then the railway
administration cbarge-sheeted and dismissed
600 Jocomen. They were discharged under
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rulc 14(2). Since then, these locomen were
dismissed day in and day out. And the
agreement with the locomen to reduce the
working hour has not been implemented.
They are now forced 10 work for more than
15 or 16 hours, Even the railway adminis-
tration is violating the ILO convention to

which the Government of India is also a -

party. I re quest the hon, Railway Minister
to look into this matter immediately. How
long will you deny the parity of wages deman-
ded by the railwaymen with that of other
public sector workers ?

Coming to the problems of coal and ash
handling workers, there are about 25,000
coal and ash handling workers and they are
working under a contractor. The Govern-
ment of India had appointed a Committee
for the abolition of the contract system, The
Commuttes recommended that the contract
system should be abolished and that these
workers should bs absorbed in the Railways.
These workers are engiged in loading and
unloading of coal in steam engnes The
Government have taken a decision to close
down the loco shed aad not a single steam
engine has c me out since 1971 from the
Chittaranjan Locomotive Works So, when
a'l the stcam engines will be out, where will
these workers go ? They are the most down-
trodden people belonging to Scheduled
Castes and Schedule Tribes communities of
our country. They are doing the job of
perennial nature for the last 15 to 20 years
and yet the Governm:nt is doing nothing
for them. I would request ihe hon Minis-
ter of Railw.ays to lo 'k into this matrer

L]

Regarding casual workers, in 1980 81,
in this very House, atsurance was given that
all the casual workers will be absorbed or
regularised in the Railways There are about
2.05.000 workers They are to be regula-
rised. This should also be looked into.

In regard to the railway canteen workers,
only th: employees of statutory canteens
have been absorbed But there are about
20 000 non-statutory  canteen emplos ees.
They are getting pay and allowances as per
the Supreme Court orders  But they have
not been absorbed in the Railways. In the
Rajya Sabha. during the monsoon session,
a commitment was given by the then Rail-
way Minister thart all the canteen cmployees
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would be absorbed in the Railways. But it
has not yet been implemented.

Now. I would say something sbout the
projects in- West Bengal, The Calcutta Metro
Railway was referred to here. The
inauguration of coostuction work of the
Calcutta Metro Railway work was started
in the year 1972. At that time, tha esti-
matr was only Rs. 140 crores Again, it

was revised.  An estimate-of Rs. 500 crores
was made.  Uptill now, Rs 450 crores
were spent.  An  assurance wus given by

the’ Railway Minister when the Calcutta
Metro Railway Maintenance Bill was
adopted in this House that more money
will be provided, We demanded Rs. 100
crores for the coming finencial year. We
expecied that at lcast Rs. 100 crores will be
sanctioned for the Calcutta Metro Railway
to expedite the work. But only Rs. | crore,
and 5 lakhs more than the Jast year's
allotment has been sanctioned, Last year,
it wats Rs. 83 70 cr res and, this year, it is
Rs 8479 crores. In 1980-81, the estimate
has 1o be revised and, I think, it would be
about Rs, 1000 crores, after five years,

Regarding Bankura-Raniganj railway
line, survey was made and it was also
recommended.  The Chief Minister of
West Bengal wrote several leiters to the
present Railway Minister and the former
Railway Minister that thcre was a reserve
of coal in Majia, that a super thermal
power station is also coming up near Majia,
and hence the railway line will serve the
peop'e of Bankura which is a backward
districi. Bankura is one of the 15 backward
districts of our country where there is no
iniustry, The Railway Minister has made
no provision for this project in this year’s
Railway Budget.

As regards Bujbuj-Namkhana railway
link line, in 1981-82, a p'ovision was made
in the Railway Budget, But up till now
1 do not find any ailotmet of money for the
ptoject  There is no mention of it in this
Budget  This ruilway line also serves the
people of & backward region of Sunderbans
area. '

In regard to the convertion of Puruljs-
Ratshila railway l.ne, since 1980 I have been
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demanding the conversion of this Particular
railway line, This railway line is in the back-
ward district of Purulia. A survey was
mede in 1983. The Railway Board forwar-
ded the proposed to the Planning Commis-
sion. The estimate for this railway line
is about Rs, 6 crores. This project should
be taken up.

Regarding the Digha-Tamluk project,
the foundation stone was laid by the former
Railway Minister. The land was also acqui-
red. The money was given to land-owners.
There was an election propaganda that the
State Government of West Bengal was not
cooperating with the Railway Ministry and
that is why the construction work was not
being started. So, the Government of West
Bengal acquired the land and the money was
also given, But in this Budget only a pro-
vision of Rs. 1 lakh has been made, More
provision should be made for this project to
start the construction work of the project.

As regards the introduction of the
Mahananda Express train, it was also an
election propaganda that the Mahananda
Express, a super fast train, from Jalpaiguri
to New Delhi would be introduced. But we
do not find any mention of it in the Railway
Budget. I would request the Railway Minis-
ter to see that a super fast train from
Jalpaiguri to New Delhi is introduced.

There should be modernisation of
Darjecling Himalayan railway. The train
was introduced loag back. The coaches
are over-aged; the steam engine is over-aged.
This should be modernised.

There should be electrification df Bandel-
Katwa railway line,

There should also be the introduction
of a train between Dhanbad and Tatanagar
via Adra, There is no direct train from
Dhanbad to Tatanagar, So, the Railway
Minister should see that a direct super fast
train is introduced betweem Dhanbad and

Tatanagar.

Again, there is no direct train from
Farakka to Howrah. There is a super ther-
mal power statiog in Farakka, So, a super
fast train from Farakka to Howrah should
be introduced.
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[ conclude by saying, to improve the
performance of the Railways, the policy
which has been adopted by the Railways
should be changed and gredter allocation in
the Seventh Plan for the development and
improvement of the rolling stock in the Rail-
ways should be made. And, I again demand
the withdrawal of increase in fare.

With these words, I thank you for giving
me an opportunity to speak on the Railway
Budget.

MR. CHAIRMAN : There is a very long
list of members fiom the ruling party who
want to participate in the debate, . there-
fore, request the members from the ruling
party not to take more than 5 ro 7
minutes,

SHRI AMAL DATTA : They have noth-
ing to say. Why 5 minutes even ?

MR, CHAIRMAN : It does not apply
to you. [ am saying to the ruling party
members. You have taken your full time,

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : He is
a member of the ruling parly in West
Bengal. He thought that it was applicable
to him also,

MR. CHAIRMAN : But this is not West
Bengal Assembly, This is Pariament; it is
Lok Sabha,

Shri D.L. Baitha,

[Tran.rlan'an]

SHR1 D.,L. BAITHA (Araria) : Mr.
Chairman, Sir, you have put a limit of five
minutes to speeches.

MR, CHAIRMAN : There is & long
list

SHRI D.L* BAITHA : First of all, I
would like to congratulate the Minister of
Railwars, Despite the conditions prevailing
in Railways, he has not effected much in-
crease in the rates...... (Interruptions)

[ English)

SHR} RAM PYARE PANIRA (Roberts-
ganj) : He had been the Chairman of the
Railway Convention Commitice. Hs knows
it better.
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[Tramia tion)

SHRI D,L. BAITHA : The Minister of
Railways has tried to present a balanced
budget. The Britishers had in view two
points while introducing railways in this
country. They used 10 construct railway lines
at a place which they used to deem fit from
administrative point of view or at a place
from where they had to transport goods
being manufactured, Today we find :hat
railways have to cater to all the needs of the
country, Today railways not only meet tha
administrative or the transport needs also
but manage to supply. essential commodities
to the arcas affected by patural calamities

like famine, floods or drought cven after

iocurring heavy losses. If we consider
Ratiways to be a commercial undertaking
and think that it should carn profit, then
the increase made in fare and freight today
should have been many times more. The
Turift Commitiee and other committees cons-
tituted for the purpose have also made a
recommendation to this effect. 1 have con-
gratulated the Railway Minister because he
bas keptin view the welfare of people in spite
of all these recommendations, Keeping all
these things in view, the increase made is
justificd ana it should not be less than this
......... (Imterruptions). [ will not quote
statistics for want of tume because all these
things have been given in the budger speech
and the brochure supplied to the Members
I would like to draw rthe attention of the
Government to the fact which has also been
accepted by the Railway Convention Com-
mittee and the Governniert that economic
viability should not be the only criterion for
laying pew railway lines, but Government
should also keep in view the sdministrative
needs and transport requirements of the peo-
pie as also the need to provide rail transport
facilities in backward areas.

You might be aware that in our country
there are certain areas where people have
not scen a train, what to speek of travelling
by it. Is it not our duty to provide rail-
way facilily in such arecas ?

If we see the past history of Railway, it
will be clear that injustice has been done to
the Railways and allocation made to them
by the planning Commission has been decra-
sing every year. Since Railway plays a very
important role in the country and meects
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trafic and other needs of the people, it
should not be meted out step-motherly treat.
ment. Funds should be allocated to them
keeping in view their requirements and pubiic
amenities. I would like to give a suggestion
to the Government.through you that the
Minister of Railways may also be made a
Member of the Planning Commission so that
he couid present the true picture of the
Railways before it and could get the required
amount allocated.

Mr. Mupshi has just now referred to the
need for elecirification in the N.B, Railway
and NEF, Rkailway, but I would like to
sdy that what te speak of electrification,
even the existing operational facilities are in-
adequate there.

Katihar-Barouni meter gauge line has
been recently converted into broad gauge line
and it was inaugurated by the former Prime
Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi. 1 am pained
to poiot out that the assurance given at that
time that the number of existing trains there
would be increased and a new train Maha-
nanda Express would be introduced, has not
been fulfilled,

It is strange that while before inaugura-
tion, 14 pairs of trains used to runp there,
the number of trains has now been brought
down to only two pairs of trains. It means
after gauge conversion, lot of difficulties i
respect of traffic have cropped up there The
speed of the traius running at present on this.
track is so slow that they never reach in
time  Besides, the number of compartments
in them is also less. We are ina fix to
know what to do, The difficulties being
experienced by the people travelling by these
trains are beyond description. I, iherefore,
fequest the Railway Minister to travel by
this train at least once. The line was in-
augurated by the former Prime Minister
Shrimati Indira Gandhi and the assurances
given to people at that time should be ful-
filied

There is a small track of 107 kms between
Katihar and Jogbani, This track is a gatewa y
of Nepal. It provides access to Calcutta por
for Nepal We can never forget our formef
Riilway Minister, Late Lalit Babu our pre-
sent Railway Minister was also his friend.
He had said that gauge convsrsion work upto
Jogbani would be undertaken, alongwith the
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gauge converssion between Katihar and
Barauni, When there was Janata Party
Government at the Centre, I had met the
then Railway Minister, Shri Dandvate, in a
delegation and he had assured the delegation
that gauge coaversion work between Katihar
and Barauni would be extended upto
Jogbani, but the matter is still pendig. Its
survey has afready been completed. I would
request that gauge conversion work on this
small track of 107 kms, be undertaken.

1 would also like to put before you the
present position of Katihar-Jogbani track.
Pceviously 10 pairs of trains were operated
ex-Jogbani to Varanasi, Allahabad and
Sonepur. But with the gauge coversion
between Kauhar and Barauni, the operation
of these trains has been stopped and the
number of coaches has also been curtailed
very much from ten to 3 or 4 now. It has
resulted in great difficulty to the people.
You can yourself see that the strength of
drivers, guards, Railway employees is the
same, but people are unable to travel due to
reduction in the number of coaches,

Our Railway Minister has wide range of
experience of administration. He is a very
dynamic person. I would request him to
take the trouble of visiting these areas and see
for himself the coadition in North Bihar,
He should acquaint himself with the condi-
tion of passengers travelling in trains in
North-East Frontier Railway and North-East

Railway.

It has just now been stated that double
decker coaches are being introduced I
would say that people are already travelling
in a double decker like condition, The
passengers travel in the coaches. travel on
the roofs, and travel sitting on the joints bet-
ween two coaches and risk their lives,

1 would request the popular and experi-
enced Railway Minister to visit these areas,
When he was sworn in as Railway Minis-
ter, he had assured me to visit these areas,
He had given me the assurance, now he
should intimate as to when he would accom-
pany me to visit these areas.

Regarding Talcher Sambalpur Railway
link, an assurance was given that more

funds would be allocated for that sam of
1.50 crores of rupees has been allocated for

the purpose so far, More funds should be
allotted for this project. Bven division funds
have not been allotted for this rail link,

I had to cover many more points in my
speech, but one thing I would like to say
that the distance between Farbeesganj and
Thakurganj is less than 97 kms; it is about

90 kms, It is necessary to link these places
to facilitate Railway operation also. Survey
for this work should be undertaken. There

is bottleneck at Barcoi bridge, From stra-
tzgic point of view, it is necessary to
remove the bottleneck. 1If the bridge is des-
troyed, entire person would be delinked,
If this small link is provided. a person from
the far last part of the country could travel
right upto Somnath in North India through
chhitaunighat, Bagha, Nirmali and Saraigarh,

I want that our Railway Minister should
pay attention towards this and should visit
the area at least once to acquaint him-
self the situation there, Only then some
improvement could be broughtabout there.

With these words, I conclude my speech
and thank you for the time, given to me.

[English]

PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE
(Rajapur) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Railway
Minister has presented to this House the
railway budget for 198586. Sir, I would
like to remind the Railway Minister that
he is heading 8  Ministry that is second
largest under a single management in
the world. It has 61000 route km of the
track : about 10,000  locomotives covering
about 7,000 stations, about 4 lakhs of
wagons and at the same tiine everyday the
trains carry about a8 crore of passengers-
suburban and non-suburban-and they carry
a freight of the order of 7 lakh tonnes
every day and the capital  at charge is of
the order of Rs, 7,700 crores.

being the  expanse of the
railways a strict monitoring of the system
is absolutely necessary.  Before I come to
the total collapse of railways’ finances and
also a great harm done 1o the safety of the
railways, [ would like to point out to the
Railway Minister a methodology that would
help a Jong way in trying to achieve the
targets of the entire year,

Now, such
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The hon. Minister has alrcady presented
p statement  of accouants for the entire
financial year-anticipated revenues for the
year and anticipated expenditure of the year.
But if you wait for the last moath to find
out whether the targets have been achieved
or not he will find he is a miserable failure.
It is necessary that the entire budget
projections for every month are actually
prepared in advance because all months in
terms of revenue are not prosperous moaths
or all of them are not lean months and
depending, fot instance, on the movement
of foodgrains and sugar it will depend on a
particular season Therefore, month wise
projections of the entire budgeted revenues
and expenditure wil] have to be framed and
unless the Minister takes personal interest
In monitoring the entire  financial system
every fnonth every month go 10 every zone
and mzet the railway officers and find out
whether  the  targets for revenue and
expenditure for every project have  been
achieved for every moath he will find at
the end of the financial year that the 1argets
wtil no! be fulfilled and asa result the
financial position will g0 from  bad to
worse This monitoring is necessary. ] do
not want to cast asperions on his predeces-
sors. But | must say in India’s constitution
we have said <India that is Bharat’
Unfortunately in Railway ~ admunistration
& stage came when the new connotation was
*‘As far as Indian Railways are concerned
Malda is Bharat’. That was the new railway
equation built up. This equation will have
to be broken The Minister will have to
move from zone to zone and if necessdry
from division to  division, He will have to
all the financial arrangements, to see whe-
ther the targets have been reached or under-
fulfilled and unless we are able to hadve
monthly checks regarding targets of reve-
nues and also other targets he will not be
able to fulfil the financial results.

Now, | would liketo raise a very
significant financial aspect that will be valid
for all times to time, Before speaking on
the subject this afternoon I carefully went
through all the budget papers and from
1980-81to 192586 I scanned all these
figures and I found an interesting feature
which this House und the Minister should
take note of,

Last time when Shri
Chaudhuri presented his

Ghani Khan
budget be made
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a very dangerous comment. When we
complained that there is increase in
revenues through freight and fare increase,
he said that in a world in  which we are
having an expansion of railways increase in
freight and fare is inevitable. So, what will
be the logical corollary of this argument ?
It will mean, as time proceeds dictated by
the developmental needs of this country the
railways are bound to expand from year
to year and  yearto year if there is an
expansion of the  railways the inevitable
corollary ot Shri Ghani Kban Chaudburi’s
conclusion will ~ be that every  year theie
will be increase in fr:ight and fare and this
burden will go up, sky being the upper
limit, kvery time there is increasc in freight
and faie, only the sky is the upper limit,
For the commuter and railway user, the sky
is the upper limit, I  want to warn you. |
want L) point out to you a very interesting

dilemma and  contradiction. I  have the
figure of the traffic  achieved in  various
years which aie  projected  in the Budget

Papers  and also the correspuonding  levy
imposed in various years, If you go through
thess figures, you will find, they produce
a very interesting picture and it js this.
Even with the increase in tonnage moved,
even with the  traffic increase, which is
advantageous to the Railways, we find that
there 1s also  corresponding increase in
freight and fare. I will substantiate this by
facis. In 1980 81 the originating traffic in
million tonnes was 214.50 ‘The increase in
frcight and fare in crores  of rupees  was
19091, In 1981-82 the projected increase in
traffic was 221.20 million  tonnes and the
increase in freight and fare was  426.12
crores. In .982-83 the originating traffic was
22, million tonnes ; there is additional fare
and freight increase of Rs. 248 45 crores

We now come to  1983-4  The projected
traffic was of the order of 241 million

tonnes. The increase in freight and fare was
Rs 431 crores. Now we come to 1984-85.
It is a little steep In 1984-.85 the projecied
The increase
freight and fare is Rs. 114 22 crores, Now
we come to the present Minister-he is post-
election Railway Minister. that | can sce.
Now, in 1985 86, they have projected a
traffic of the order of 250 million tonnes,
So, starting from 1980 (with 214 million
tonnes) now you come to 1985-86 to 250
million toones, With this projected traffic,



257 Railway Budget 1985-86 PHALGUNA 27, 1906 (SAKA) Railway Budget 1985-36 258

ghat is the additional levy that is imposed ?
Very graciously he has  increased freight
and fare by Rs,  495-00 crores. So, this is
the picture.

It appears to me  that the increased
railway traff.c is irrelevent to the capacity
of the Railway Minister to impose increased
freight and fare.  This is happening for a
very simple reason  There are
other sources from which resources can be
developed, number of  wastages can be
stopped ; development schemes can be
started number of expansion  activities can
be taken up and thereby the assests of the
railways can be built up.  When you build
up assets and rolling stock productive
capacity of Railways, you also build up its
potential for bulding up more revenue. This
aspect is totally neglecied, If every time we
have to rely on increase in freight and fare
for railway expansion-since there will be
more and more expansion  of the railways
in the years to  come-according to their
logical corollary, every  time theie will be
increase in freight and fare.  Therefore we
will only come to a breaking point,

Then, there are season  ticket holders
about whom my friend  Shri Sharad Dighe
has alr¢ady referred to, | can understand

the rationalising  of the strucure of the
season tickets But one very significant
aspect of the matter, namely, the social
aspect of the  matter, should not be
forgotten. Life is guided not merely by
economics but by  sociology also. That is
very important. In places like  Bombay
where number of persons  belonging to the
working class come from very far off

distances to their places of work, they do
not travel these long distances out of their
free choice, but they are forced by sociolo-
gical conditions in places like the city of
Bombay. If you do not take pote of this fact,
if you are guided only by your economic
and financial experts, very often, what
happens is, your financial experts only take
a financial aspect of the matter, and they
say legalistically it is all right. Bernard Shaw
once said *Law makes the mind sharp by
making 1t narrower.” | do not want our
Minister to apply his legal mind, his legal
acumen and try to take sharp decisions, No
doubt he will have the sharpness of mind,
but it is at the cost of the vision of his mind;
and I do not want his vision to suffer,

number of

16.00 hrs.

The social  aspect is to be  taken. 1
would like to make suggestions for this in
a constructive way ~ Instead of going oD
increasing the rate of season ticket passes, a
new legislation could be brought. Now, the
party in power at the Centre is in power i0
a number of  States, I think it will be
possible for them to use their good offices
and request those Chiet Ministers who are
running the States to bring forward a pew
legislation in their State Legislatures by
which a statutory provision should be made
that a part of the expenditure/on commut-
ing purposes incurred by the employees in
large industrial arcas upto the place of
production should be borne by the
employersthemselves. A legislative provision
should be made to this effect. This measure
of legislative provision should be made. No,
doubt it will be a radical suggestion, In
one of my budget speeches I have ninted at
that, but after delivering the speech, 1
collapsed, not physically but politically. If
various  legislatures adopt legislation
whereby-leave aside the question of increase
of freight and fare-the suburban passengers
because of their being required to travel
long distances, not of their own volition or
choice, required to travel upto their work
place, a part of their expenditure on this
account can be borne by the employers and
legislation can be made to that effect. 1
think that a very constructive step in this
respect might be helpful,

Sir, there is one other aspect to which I
would like to draw the attention of this
House, that is, the allocation in the present
Budget. I do not want (o bother you with
all the details regarding the beads of
allocation. But I would like to pick up
certain sensitive  heads in the budget and
point out to them how the entire budget has
been planned by them in a unproductive
manner, Sometimes  various allocations
against various heads of the railway
administeration and railway production
units, very often being a long drawn vision,
are made but the productivity of the railways
is likely to come down.

I will now take up three or four items
and try to point out how in very imporiant
matters, we find altogether different types
of allocations having been made, Take for
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instance, the coastruction of new railways
lines, You will agree with me that as far as
railway traios arc  concerned and railway
traffic is concerned, we must  know that
railways are  not like the DTC buses in
Delhi which are not supposed to carry the
passengers. The railways are to be treated
asan important infrastructure  to our
cconomic development and parucularly in
developing countries like India, Therefore,
construction of new lines is not merely
made for the passenger traffic but for the
more important aspect  of this is for the
development of the backward areas. Now,
taking note of this facior, I give below the
position of the construction of new lines,

For construction of new lines in the
revised estimate in 1933-84 ap armount of
Rs 87.47 crores was provided and in the
budget ¢stimate for the current year 1985-86,
it has bren reduced to Rs. 64.36 crores.
Then in the case of gauge conversion, in the
revised estimate for 1983-84, a provision of
Rs. 73.52 ¢rore was made and you will Dbe
shocked and surprised that has been cut
down to Rs 3040 crores in the present
budget, After all, you can indulge in 4
little slaughter here and there, But there
is a limit in which the slaughteting process
¢an copntinue in the gauge construction.
Thep we eome to the rolling stock.

In the revised estimiate for 1983-84, a
provision of Rs. 533.70 crore was made and
for track rcnewal, apparently it may appear

that you have increased the allocation In .

1983-84, the allocations were Rs. 353 0
crores, Now there is a provision made
only to the extent of Rs. 494 56 crore,
Apparently, to the hon Minister it muy
appear that there allocation arc increascd.
But are they proportionate o the require-
ments of track renewal ? My hon colleague
and friend Mr, Dighe, rightly pointed out
to the need of track renewals on a very
large scale. ' '

Forget my assessment, forget the
assessment of econamic expeits, forget the
assessment of finarcial journals.  Let us
take yp the very speech of 1ne Railway
Mini ter delivered lust time. In that speech
he had said what would be the arrears of
primary repewals of rails, wnich were likely
% undergo multiple fractures and there'ore,
there were likely 1o be accidents. Toey
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were of the order of 18000 kms of track.
Such a track out of 61000 kms needs 1o be
replaced and renewed. Therefore, oniy
increasing the allocation from Rs, 353 crores
to Rs, 494,56 crores will not solve the
problem.

16,06 hrs,
[SHRI SOMNATH RATH in the Ckar'r]

Then signalling and teleccommunications,
I would like to warn the hon. Minister in
this respect, ] have very carefully studied
every enquiry report on accidents of Indian
railways, and each one of them hys pointed
out that our signalling and leJecommunica-
tions have become obsolete ; these need
to be moderanised, streamlined and rationalj.
sed. The allocation for signalling and
telecommunications in the revised estimates
for 1983.84 was Rs. 45.37 crores and now
they are Rs 4048 crores. These reduced
allocations will not meet the requirements
of expansion of railways, While, on ithe
one side, I would warn the Minister
concerncd to take cognizance of that, on
the other, we, as the cntire House to the
last man in this House, whethe: we belong
to the ruling party or the opposition party,
must join in urging the Planning Commission
not to treat the Railway Ministry like any
other Ministry. Other Ministries work on
their own, but the Railway Ministry is the
basis and the infrastructure for the other
Ministries in the country. If the industries
are to be run, they need railway. If the
coal and sieel have to be moved, sthey geed
railways ; if pussengers are to ke ommuted,
they need railways For almst evCry impor-
tant power station and steel maneufacturing
industiy, sugar industry and other industries,
cverywhere railways actually act as an
infrasituciure.  Whatever megre allocations
were made last time in the 6th Plan, nemely
Rs. 6573 crores, the Planning Commission
seems to be enamoured very much about the _
constant factors and constant numbers, It
is very necescary that these allocations must
be ncreased, These allocations may
apnarently appear to be allocations for
ralways, but they are indirectly allocations
for all the Ministries, The: efore, in this
respect, I would fully support the Railway
Minister in his demand that he has made in
the budger speech, that the Planping
Commission must  provide for more
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gllocations for railways, because this provides
infrastructure for the economic development
of the country,

Then, there is one more aspect to which
I will draw his attention and sound him a
note of warroiong, and that is the unrealistic
target that try to introduce in the budget.
In the original estimates for  1983-84, the
target of traffic was fixed at 245 million
tonnes, in the revised estimates for 1983-84,
it has been  brought down to .37 million
tonnes. They had to  revise it from 245
million tonnes to 237 million tonnes
because of the situation in the country,
Now, in spite of this gloomy picture, they
have now put the entire target for 1985-86
as 250 million tonnes. All that he can
achieve by showing on  paper 250 million
tonnes as the
can show some sort of increased revenue,
otherwise he would have been required to
put some additional levies, Probably, he has
escaped from that by showing that the
Railways would be able to get considerable
revenues by putting the target as 250
million tonnes, But, 1 am sure that is not
going to be reached and non-fulfilment of
this target of 250 million tonnes in (his
very financial year will further lead to
more losses and there by he will be required
to come up with supplementary demands or
supplementary budget, by which he will put

additional levies. Very often, instead of
being beaten with a single  stroke, if you
are beaten stroke by stroke, you feel the

pinch and burden of the stroke rather light
and probably he proposes to do that.

Now, 1 would like to sound a note of
warning to the  Minister about the fuel
consumption. I would like to draw the
attention of the hon Minister that today in
the entire  transport  system, the most
important cconomic  aspect is  the fuel
economics, and he must study that in detail.
In the Indian Railways Year Book, 1983-84,
on page 48, you have yourself provided us
with certain valuable figures regarding the
fuel use for the traction in railways, that is
the steam traction, the diesel traction and the
electric traction. We find that as far as coal
is concerned, in 1982-83, 9.45 million
tonnes of coal were consumed by the
railways and in 1983-84, 9 11 million tonpes
of coal-almost stegnant; high apeed diesel
oil utilised for diesel  traction was 12272

target of traffic, is that he.
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million litres in 1982-83. and 1313.3 million
litres in  1983-84. Look at the
electric energy consumed, It was 2524
million kwh in 1982-83 and 2627 millicn
kwh in 1983-84. When this is the consump-
tion of fuel, look at the division and the
break-up of traction in our eountry. The
steam  locomotives are 6292, the diesel
locomotives are 2638 and the electiic
locomotives are 1157, From this relative
figure, it is very clear that our major
expenditure will be on coal, then it will be
on diesel and  then only on electricity.
Whereas he may challenge my figures and
I am prepared to be corrected, 1 will tell
him that the relative fuel costs are very
significant and if you combine those figures
with these figures, imagine the increase in
expenditure,

I have found out that if you have got
a traln woighing 1000 tonnes and it moves
for 1000 kms, that is for 1000 gross tonnes
kilometer haulage, for steam traction, you
are required to spend Rs 12, for diesel
traction, you are required to spend Rs, 6
and for electric traction, you are required
to spend Rs. 3. per km, Thus, Rs, 12, Rs, 6
and Rs. 3 per km, where a train weighing
1000 tonnes actually moves, These are the
haulage charges.

If you look at the consumption of oil
that I have given earlier and also take note
of the fact of the levies of Rs, 600 and odd
crores imposed on the crude oil. you will’
find that the diesel price is likely to go up.
The Finance Minister has done itina
surreptitious way ; probally, our Railway
Minisier coming from an agricultural class
has dope it in a more open hearted manner,
He has straightway put the levies, but the
Finance Minister has done it in an indirect
manner and you will  find that the diesel
price will go up and the diesel traction will
become more costly. The figures that I have
given will become obsolete, and therefore,
you will find that electric  traction will-
become absolutely necessary. I know what
will be the constraints and what his officers
and financial experts will say, They will
say : ‘Madhu Dandavate has put forward
a very fine suggestion, but do you realise
that in the final consumption of epergy,
electric traction is quite good, but in the
initial investment for per km electrification,
it is very costly’. And they are likely to tell
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him: “If you electrify one  km of track, it
will cost Rs. 10 lakh.' Byt knowing
this constraint, we had already set up the
Raj Committee ; they went into  the
problem and said that with certain
changes of structure like aluminium
category, it will be possible to bring
down electrification charges from Rs, 10
lakh per km to about Rs, 7 lakh
per km. Therefore, the initial investment
might be Rs. 7 lakh per km. What will be
the ultimate result? Itis pot in  your
lifetime or my  lifetime  that we have (0
think of India ; we have to think of genera-
tions to come after we pass away, and there-
fore, think of the coming generations and
not only our generation.  You must take
note of that aspect,

Now, I come to the problem of railway
safety. There are very many factors. The
other day the Railway Minister was infor-
mally discussing with me what can be dope
for the problem of railway safety. [ would
Just point out one single instance If he can
restore this, it will go a long way in
ensuring  safety, [ will briefly  trace
the  various factors which are impairing
the safety of railways. There is one set of

accidents, which very often recur and that -

is the accidents by collision Sometimes,
the railway train comes into the yard of
a station.  Probably. the cngine  driver is
exhausted, sometimes he is absent minded
like an absent m!nded professor. When the
train 18 coming in, probably there might be
a red light indicating that there js a station-
ary train ia the yard of the station and,
therefore, he <hould not come. If an absent-
minded driver is there, or if he is exhausted,
he neglects that red signal, the train comes
into the station and a collision and/or an
accident takes place.

Now. it is a great Iribute to our
Railways, the RDSO, that is the Rescarch
Designs  and  Standards Organisation,

Lucknow. Those scientists have evolved a
very interesting insirument  for automatic
warning system. That automatic warning
system is just fixed up  below the engine
chamber and track magnet s kept half a
kilometre from the red signal. And as soon as
the incoming train  comes just above the
track magnet by clectio-magnetic induction
a small whistle is blown in the chamber of
the engine driver indicating (o him that

L2
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there is a red signal but he has not taken
note of that and if he is so absent minded
that a shrill whistle does not awaken him,
in that case there is an auromatic arrange.-
ment by which within ten seconds, if he
does not mechanically apply the brake,
automatically the brake is applied, the train
stop and the collision accident js avoided,
Now, that instrument  was fixed on two
high density routes, Howrah-Burdwan and
Mughal Sarai-Gaya. On both those high
density routes, Mr, Minister, after this
automatic warning system was fixed in the
engine and the track magnets were fixed in
the routes, you will find that pot a siogle
accident of collision took place.

But we took a very short-sighted view
and later on it was said because people
stole away the track magnets, therefore, we
removed that system altogether, But, do
you realise ? You are worried because the
track magnets are stolen. And secondly,
according to the new compansalion stan-
dards if an accident takes place, when one
passenger dies you have to pay a compensa-
tion of lakh a of rvpees, Rather than allow
tae people to die and pay compensation at
the rate of rupees one lakh per passenger
it is better to spend on track magnets and
automatic warning system and sce that the
accidents are avoided.

I will briefly mention some points,

Then ten-hour duty ruje should be
implemented Inter-mediate checking system
has been, to some extent, slackened. It must
be restored properly. '

For the sake of cmergency, some of the
firemen in the steam cogine are given
training to drive a steam engine. That is
just for the sake of emergency, that is, some
dacoit may kill the driver and in that case
what will happen to the train ? Therefore,
the fireman must know the art of driving.
Therefore. they are given the emergency
training Taking advantage of it they have
introduced a practice on some trains in
which the firemen are asked to act as the
engine driver, and they are given permanent
Job of running the trains, This practice must
be stopped.

Some of the goods traius especially ;
the South, are run without guards, Tha,
not good,

n
i8
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There are accidents by sabotage and the
oot cause is remaval of fish-plates.. And if
people try to remove fish plates and cause
accidents, some technological device should
be evolved. If you go to the Pune institute
you will find that tbey have been demonstra-
ing there the working of long range and
short range welded rails there, If those long
range and short range welded rails are fixed,
the problem of removal of fishplates can be
solved,

~ It has been mentioned that about 20 to
25,000 kilomentres of track is due for
primary renewal. That must be taken into
account,

I suggest that automatic signalling should
be strengthened.

The recomendations of the Railway
Accidents Inquiry Committee  inrespect of
recruitment, training and promotion policy,
improvements in signalling and interlocking
have not been implemented. They must be
implemented,

The average accidents at unmanned
levelcrossings is 100 per year, Why do those
accidents take place ? Because, statutory
provision is that if an unmanned level
crossing falls in a local body or municipality
areca, the expenditure on conversion of the
unmanned level crossing and maintenance
of that hay to be borne by the municipality
or the local body. My own experience
is that the localbodies refuse to spend the
amount. I would request the hon. Minister
to take up a bold stard and declare that
because the unomanned level crossings are
prone to accidents, on all unmanned cross-
ings the Railways themselves would take up
the task and do it,

The perspective of new lines has to be
changed. The norms for them must be
revised.  Backward areas must not be
neglected,

I would like to make a suggestion here.
To satisfy all the persons who make a
demand, generally what the Railway
Minister does is, he announces that a
particular project would be taken up, The
expenditure may Rs, 150 crores, and the
grant given may be Rs. 1 lakh or sometimes
it is only Rs, 10,000/~ [t is only to satisfy
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those who are demanding that it is done,
I would request him, though it may be an
unpopular stand, but ultimately a popular
one, that whatever amount is available to
him for conversion and new lines, instead
of squandering away those funds on a
number of projects, he should take up the
On-going projects which are under progress,
Increase their allocations, fix up the time
frame for the completion of that project,
allow that to start and once it startsopera-
tion its productivity will grow because it
will give returas  in terms of railway's
financial revenues. Otherwise, if we have 100
or 500 on-goiog projects on which paltry
sumsare made, only the Members of Parlia-
ment will be satisfied. They will go and the
projects will also go. But nothing will be
gained for the productive purposes. There-
fore, he must take a non-partisan view in
respect of on-going projects. 1 must tell
him  Forget the Janata Party or the
Congress Party. Wherever proper projects
have been started, if the West Coust project
is a fine one, all parties support it go ahead
with that, In Gujarat ] went along with the
former Finance Miniser and inaugurated
the construction work of Modasa-Kapad-
wanj line, Further extension was also
sanctioned. If you see my Budget papears
you will find that the sanction was there,
The Planning Commission gave the clear=
ance. But when we disappeared, the line
also disappeared. We may disapper for good,
but let not the railways disappear. We might
disappear, but we want the railways to
survive because we are not the infrastructure
of economy, but fortunately, the railways
are the infrastructure of the economy and,
therefore preserve that.

In the end I shall say that the employees
problems should be attended to, P.N.M.
and J.C M. should be activised. Certain
categories are stiil neglected in the matter
of upgradation, That must be done. The
produtivity-linked bonus formula has proved
to be a success. It should be made a
permancent feature,  And all the pending
problems of the employees should be solved.

More allocations should be made by the
Planning Commission to the Railways, I
would just insist on all the Members of
this House that let us tell the Minister that
all the Members of this House are  behind
you ; tell the Planning  Commission



267  Railway Budget 198586 MARCH 18, 1985 Railway Budget 1985-86 268
that the entire Lok Sabha wants from this poorer section of the society should
increase in allocation of Railways as an be used to subsidise the facililies for i1he
infrastructure of the development of urban people living in metropolitan cities
economy. like Calcutta or Bombay and should the

There should be better coordindtion
among economic  Ministriecs, Whatever
happens in the Steel Ministry, it does not
mean that it is a loss for the Steel Ministry
alone..1  will give youan example, If
Durgapur Steel Plant is not able to respect
the demand which Bansilalji makes on them
for wheel and axle sets, the result of that is
even when the  wagons and carriages are
alteady manufactured at Perambur, they
will be stabled and they will not be moved.
Therefore, thete has to be coordination.
Whatever is the suffering in the coal indus-
try, the railways suffer. If Industries suffer,
railways suffer If agriculture suffers railways
suffer. Therefore, there should be some
informal machinery for the coordination
among economic Ministries,

If all those precautions are taken, then
only I feel that the railways which have gone
away from the rails will be brought back to
the rails and for bringing railways back to
the rails the cooperation of the entire House

will be with you. Only have the courage to

accept the cooperation. '

[Trans!a::on]

SHRI RAM SINGH YADAYV (Alwar) :
Mr, Chairman, Sir, Just before me, hon'ble

member from the Opposrition had placed"

before the Hous: picture of Railways and its
operation but I think the actual picture is
quite different from that.

At present there are five lakhs of villages
in the couniry, Out of these, four lakh
villages are not connecttd with Railway or
roads. Thus the people living in the country-
side are not able to make use of railways. In
the National Transport Commitice Report
also, it has been recommended thar as a first
priority, we have to change cur transport
policits in such 2 manner as to benefit the
neglected section of the Society most whether
it is Rallway Budget or General Budget, No
serious thought has been given so far im this
direction,

I would like to ask the hon’ble Memter
sitting here whether he wants that earning

rural poor pay for railway facilities and
special concession in season tickets 1o the
urban rich ? On the one hand. there isa
person living in the village who has not even
seen a train and has to travel 5 or 6 miles
on foot to catch a bus and on the demand is
put forth here for other hand, providing
facilities to the rich for undertaking berocracy
tours, It is also demanded that Season
Tickets should be provided at the cost of the
poor who is living below the porverty line
and who constitute sixty percent of the total
pupolation of the country, In the present
econcmic setup of the country, the poor is
being asked to subsidise the facilities beipg
given to the rich. Such a demand by the
Opposition, in my view, is a step towards
destruction of the economy of this country,

Mr, Chairman, Sir, it has been started in
the National Transport Committee Report,
1980 that priorities have to be given to the
areas which are backward economically,.
agriculturally and industrially, Priority would
have 10 be given to thesc areus for making
provision of road transport, or railway
transport and railway tracks. Are we follow-
ing these policies ?

An hon, Member has said that former
Railway Minister had paid special attention
to Malda, I would like to ask him if it
is not fact that railway lines were laid in
Kankan area when he was the Railway
Minister, Is it not his area to which he bad
given special treatment ? He represents that
area in Lok Sabha It is very easy to
preach but it is very difficult to act upon.
Just now he was saying that finances of
railways are collapsing, but 1 would like to
any that our railway system is the largest in
Asia and second largest in whole of the
world. It has 61460 kms of track. Our
Railway system is the only system in the
entire world which fulfils social obligations,
Under social obligations our Railway carry
certain items at concessional rate of frieght.
Is these any other country in developed or
developing or in third world countries, where
such social obligations are fuifilled ? Our
Railway system is also providing help 1o
communication system or other systems ..
(Interruptions)
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[EBuglish)

MR, CHAIRMAN : Please speak points.
‘There is no time,

SHRI RAM SINGH YADAYV ;I know
that I am very much relevant, and the rele-
vaocy can be decided by the Members, not
by the Chair. :

MR, CHAIRMAN : There are many
Members in the list. All must speak, Oppor-
tunity should be given to all of them.

SHRI RAM SINGH YADAYV : 1 know
it well but there is a time limit. I know the
time is short but there is time. Time means
time, Time is allotted to cach Member,

MR, CHAIRMAN : Please go on. |
bave requested you to be brief,

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI

BUTA SINGH): Be brief but take your

time.
[English]

SHRI RAM SINGH YADAV : With due
respect to the Chair, I may pay that unneces-
sarily the bell is being rung. It causes em-
barrassment to the Chair. I know all the
etiquettes because I have also been a Deputy
Speaker,

MR. CHAIRMAN : That is why ] say
please proceed,

[Tram latien]

SHRI RAM SINGH YADAV :I was
saying that the note of warning given by an
hon. member from the Opposition who is
also a former Minister of Railways to our
Railway Minister regarding the economy of
railways has no importance because our rail-
ways have a social obligation which is not
the case in any other country and that is
why a huge amount of expenditure is invol-
ved io fulfilment of this social obligation by
the railways, 1 would like to submit to the
bon! Minister of Railways that during the
last elections, he and other hon. members
might have visited the rural areas and might
have beea coafronted with ome of the biggest

problems being faced by the rural people
today.

The existing railway crossings were pro-
vided fifty years back The economy of the
villages has grown in such a way that many
important roads have beem constructed at
many places but no railway crossings have
been provided. What 1 waat to know is
whether a survey will be conducted again
to provide railway crossings where they are
needed ? The villagers have to walk as far as
six kilometres.  Will you please arrange to
order a survey again so that their problem
could be solved ? There is no provision to
man the railway crossings which already exist.
Provision in this respect should be made so
that the public is not put to inconvenience,
Hon. Minister of Railways had inavgurated
the Matnhura-Alwar Railway line a few days
back and budgetary provision for this
purposc was also made. You have proudly
added some lines in Indian Railway Ycar
Book 1983.84:

[ English]

““Further, during the year 1983-8¢,
the following 4 new lines were appro-
ved for construction and work inaugu-
rated involving a total length of
374,24 kms:

(1) Mathura-Alwar (BG-]19.75 ks,
Central Railway...”

This was a work, which was inaugu-
rated by the then Railway Minister, Shri
Gh1ni Khan Chaudhuri.  In fact, there is a
stone there, indicating the date and time of
inauguration. A short distance away, in a
village called Ramgarh, the Railway Minister
will sce the stone Unless they start the
work soon, the stone may be stolen away.
When commitments have been made in the -
Budget, or by his predecessors, they should
be honoured by the Railway Ministry and
dealt with in a sympathetic manner.

[ Translations]

Another thing which T want to mention
is that you agree that the backward areas are
to be developed, The metre gauge railway
line from Delhi to Ahmedabad boosts up the
economy of Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Gajarat. Thers is no State capital in India,
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except Jaipur, which is not linked by broad
gauge, A provision of 10 lakhs was made
in 1977-78 for the conversion of this line into
broad gauge and in 1980 81 also provision
was made. You can convert it in phases so
that the backward areas can get broad gauge
railway line, It is wrong on the part of
the Minister of Railways to say that there is
no difference between metre gauge and broad-
gauge. You have yourself admitted in
your year Book that whatever progress
we have had is attributed to broad gauge and
the coverage by the broad gauge cannot be
matched by any other mathod,

[English)

‘“Although Broad Gauge forms
only 53.21 per cent of the total route
kilometres, it accounts for 88.3 per
cent of the freight tonne kms and
about 81 4 per cent of the passenger
kms, Metre Gauge Covering 39, 88
per cent of the total route kms. carrjes
only 11,6 per cent of the freight tonnes
kms and 17.99 per cent of the
passenger kms."’

[Transiation]

You will find from your report that quan-
tum of passenger traffic and freight traffic
i1s enormous on the entire broad gauge. You
have been commetted to it in the budget all
along. Inspite of provisions in the 1977-78
and 1980 81 budgets, you have left it out,
Amongst the railwsay stations in North India,
Rewari tops in the matter of passenger book-
ing. No railway station even on metre
gauge railway line exeeds it., Keeping all
there things in view, | hope, you will take
up work on this line and complete it,

Mr. Chairman, sir, in the end 1 would
hke to make a submission with regard to my
constituency, Alwar. You have given appro-
val for the construction of an overbridge on
tbe railway line in Alwar, but inspite of the
budget provisions in last many years and
inspite of the fact that Government of
Rajasthan had made necessary provision, this
Project is being in the doldrums even after a
year, although it was suppesed to be inaugu-
rated last year. Will the Minister of Rail-
ways please see to it that the over bridge is
complated soon, because gradually Alwar is
developing into a big industrial centre and
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has become an important industrial city, but
these being no over bridge on way to indus-
trial area, traffic gets blocked for about hailf
an hour and sometimes even for an hour,
The people are facing great inconvenience in
the absence of an over bridge, ]I want that the
work on the site of this overbridge should
start soon. With there words, I thank the
Minister of Railways for presenting a realistic
budget in the House, Keeping in view the
nature of the policy of Planning Commission
and in view of the recommendations of the
Transport Policy committee in its report, we
should take up only those project which we

can complete and for this I once again
thank him,

*SHRIMATI MAMTA BANERJEE
(Jadavpur) : Sir, eversince our country
bacame independent the Railway Minisiry
has assumed great importance and is playing.
a vital role. This Railway Budget for 1985-
86 has been presented before this august
House just after the electtons to the Eighth.
Lok Sabba, I support this budget and while
supporting it will like to say a few things
and place a few suggestions for the conside-
ration of the hon. Minister Sir, | welcome
this budget because : nearly 82 crores.
of rupees have been allocated in it for the
Metro Railway,

Then, railway travel for children upto
the age of 5 vears was made free in 1979,
the International year of the child. But
this was on an ad hoc basis. Now, in this
budget for 1985-86, the ad hoc basis has
been lifted and free travel for children upto
5 years has been allowed on a regular basis,

I welcome this budget also because in
this international year of the youth, many
facilities and concessions have been given to-
the young people between age of 13 and 33
years, for rail travel. Moreover, they have
been allowed to stay in the railway hotels
at Ranchi and Puri and other guest houses
under the Railway . administration, 1 fully
support this step. But I will like to suggest
one thing in this concection. Sir, we
Indians are proud that we have given the
world a young Prime Minister ie. Shri
Rajiv Gandhi, in this interpational year of

* The speach was originally delivered
in Benbali.
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the youth. Shri Rajiv Gandhi is a young

Prime Minister of 40 years and it will be in

the fitness » of things if the age group of
youths eligible for these concessions is
changed from 13 33 years to 13-40 years,
Many more youths will thus be benefited
from these concessions, 1 will request the
hon. Minister to seriously consider this,
I welcome this Budget on the one hand and
on the other hand I will like to give few
more suggestions for the good of the
common people and in the common interest.
The hon, Miaister may consider this. His
budget has evoked mixed reaction all over
the country on certain aspects. In this
budget the freight rate has been increased,
As a result of that the prices of commo-
dities of daily use of the people,- likc
kerosene, fish, vegetables, salt -etc. will go
up by 4 or5 paise, But in reality the
dishonest traders taking advantage of the
situation will push up the prices by 12 or
15 paise over the present prices, The poor
people and the common people will thus.be
adversely affected. I will therefore urge
the Minister to withdraw the surcharge in
freight on these essential commodities of
daily use of the masses, The poor people
will be greatly benelited by this, all over
the country,

About the monthly railway tickets and
season tickets, | want to say that a burden
has been put on the pepole by the imposition
of surcharge on monthly tickets for raising
reverue. I will request the hen Minicter
not to impose this surcharge on monthly
tickets for the ordinary travellers. The
common people will be benefitted by this.
This may kindly be considered,

The Railway Board had
Planning Commission 10 Ssanction construc-
tion of 20,000 railway wagons. Last year
order was placed for 16,000 wagons. But
this year the order has been curtailed to
mere 5000 wagons, West Bengal industries
will be the worst affected by this. The
wagon construction  companies of West
Bengal like Texmace, Braithwate, Ben Jessop
etc. etc. will be very hard hit. The
unemployment situation in Bengal is already
very acute. If the order for wagons is cut
down drastically then thousands of workers
will become jobless. Already one after
another factory is closing down in West
Bengal, industries are failllng sick, a wrong
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Jabour policy is being followed Due to the
wrong and unsuccessful labour policy of the
left front Government West Bepgal has today
turned in to a big disappointment for ail. I
will sincerely appeal to the hon Minister to
please sce that the order for railway wagons
which has been drastically reduced from
20,000 wagons (o only 5000 wagons is fully
restored, and thereby save thousands of
workers from losing their jobs. Now, a
word about the Circular railway. An
increase of 50 paise in the fare on the
citcular railway has been proposed. The

" circular railway has recently been started

and it is an experimental project, 1 will
request that this proposed increase of 509,
may kindly be reconsidered, in the interest
of the poor people of West Bengal, '

Sir, Shri Ghani Khan Chowdhury, when
he was the railway Minister bad assured
about the taking up of the following
projects :

1. Digha-Tamluk broad
line;

gauvge

2. BajbajsNamkbana broad gauge
line; and

3. Bongaon-Barasat double line,

Kindly see that these projects are duly
considered, because the people of West
Bengal are very neglected, Those living in
villages are tolully ueglected. The Ieft
front Government does not take any
care for them. Their condition is very
pitiable, I again request you to take up
the above projects which will help these

- poor people of West Bengal immensely.
asked the °

Sir, there are about 60000 casual
workers in the Railways. On 11th March,
last we were coming to Delhi from Howrah
by the Rajdhani Express. 'On the way we
were surprised to learn that some casual
workers have been retrenched after workiog
for 10 or 15 years. As a protest, they had
gone on strike on that day. Some hon,
Membere of CPI-M were also travelling
with us. We saw the plight of the travel-
ling public due to that sudden strike. But
Sir, it is very unfortunate that these large
number of casval workers bave no security
of jobs. PEven after 10 or I5 years of
service they can be retrenhed at any moment
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and they will become jobless, This is like
death to them, We should think about
these worker brothers of ours we should
think about the women casual workers and
labourers who have no security of jobs and
keeping their interest in view, I would
request the hon Minister to absorb them on
regular basis step by step. I will reiterate that
the freight rate on essential commodities of
daily use of the poor people like, kerosene,
pulses, vegetables, sal(, fish etc, may not
be increased Already the poor people are
groaning under the burdzn of runiway rise
in general price level. in West Bengal,
Tas feft front Government there is not
taking any steps to check this undue rise
in prices. No dishonest trader or blackmar-
keteer has been p:nalised. not a single
arrest has been mad: under the Essential
Commodities Act. The poor people of
West Bengal are in great distress today.
On the Railway budget, I have myself
appealed to the hon. Minister to consider
some concessions in the interest of the
psople. But what is the opposition doing?
It is true that ths opposition must oppose,
but. it should be constructive. In West
Bengal the left front Government, parti-
cularly some groups patronised by them and
dominated by the CPI-M are threatening
that on 19th March they will start a ‘Rail
Roko® agitation to protest against the
railwiay budget. Is it the cight way? [ will
like to say that if anyboly come to harm,
if any railway passeng:r suffers or is harmed
On azcount of this ‘Raiil Roko' agitation,
the zatire responsibility for that will have
t0 y¢ tiaken by Jysti Biabu. the Chief
Minister of Wast B:ngal, We saw syme
yeurs back waea the trams fare in Calcutta
Wis raised by one piisa, tha CPM workers
carried out agitations all over the city and
burnt down (4 trams and buses. But under
th: left front Government, the bus fares in
Calcutta has been increased three times in
One year. There has been no protest
against this by the CPM workers, When
the Congress - workers started a peaceful
agitation in a democratic manner against
this, they were mercilessly beaten with
‘Lathis’, the ‘police beat them up. Even
the women were not spared, They too

ere mercilessly beaten up and terror was
unleash:d on them. The West Bengal
Gvernment constantly blames the Central
Government for the ills in West Bengal and
to hide their own inefficiency and corrup-
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tion. Jyoti Bosu has ruined the economy
of West Bengal. The West Bengal Govern.
ment has simply gone on increasing the bank
draft (overdraft), They have done nothing
‘for the good of the people. The people there
are in great distress. About the daily
necessities of life of the masses, we know
the West Bengal Government will not do
anything. They are not capable to doing
any good. Therefore I will urge upon the
Central Government to take some steps to
improve the ecconomy of West Bengal,
They should initiate steps whereby the
people of West Bengrl will be benefited
and they will feel some relief from

oppression.  With that I conclude.
Thank you.
[English]

PROF, NARAIN CHAND PARASHAR
(Hamicpur) : Mr. Chairman, Sir,.1 rise to
support the proposals made in the Railway
Budget by the hon. Minister for Railway for
the year 1985-86.

Sir, thcce has been adverse criticism in
the Press about the rise in fare and freight
rate especially of the 12.5% rise in the pas-
senger fare and 109/ rise in the freight rates.
But this was inevitable because the Railway
Minister has to find finances and he cannot
run the railways without any money, Where-
as he has been forced to curtail the outlay
on certain items, he has heen able to increase
the allotment in certain prominent items
which are worthy of our notice. For traffic
facilrties, he has increased - the allocation
from Rs, 65 83 crores (revised estimate for
1984 83) to Rs. 6908 crores, Far track
renewals, 1t is from Rs, 353.88 crores to Rs.
4914 56 crores. For Bridge works_ it is from
Rs 3492 crores to Rs, 35.24 crores. For
electrification, it is from Rs. 150 crores to
Rs 140 crores; and for passeoger amecnities,
itis from Rs. 5.07 crores to Rs. 5.85 crores.
S0, these are same of the thing in which he

has been able to hold out the promise for
better services.

But the most depressing aspect is the
allocation for new lines in which, his hands
perhaps, were tied by the Planning Coinmis-
sion, But [ would draw his kind attention
to page 19 of the Annual Report of the
Ministry of Ruilways where the State-wise
routc kilometrage of various States has been
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given. Out of 22 States, there are three
States which do not have even one k.m, of
railway track. ' They are Manipur, Sikkim
and Meghalaya where the railway lines are
under construction. There are four States
where it is less than 5(0 kms. They are
Jjammu and Kashmir, Himachsl Pradesh.
Nagaland and Tripura. Sir, these States
should have been given a special preference
by him and I must thank his predecessor,
Shri Abdul Ghani Khan Chaudbury for pro-
viding Rs, 2 crores for the Nangal-Talwara
railway linc in Himachal Pradcsh which
serves two States and is under construction
for the last so many years,

1t was on 22nd December, 1974 that late
Shri L.N. Mishra, the then Minister of Rail-
ways, laid the foundation stone and it was
the Prime Minister, late Shrimati Indira
Gandhi, when she was not in power that she
visited Amb, Una district on 21 December,
1979 as the Congress President saying that
this line would be constructed as soon as she
come (o power. Keeping in view her pro-
mise she get it cleared by the Planning
Commission and the then Railway Minister,
Shri A.B.A. Ghani Khan Chaudhury Pro-
vided an amount of Rs. 2 ciutses, Uuivnu-
nately, this year, the amount has been redu-
ced to Rs. 50 lakhs which is a big slash and
it is going to hit our development works
very hard.

While [ am making this plea, ] may also
bring to your notice that the State Govern-
ment of Himachal Pradesh has provided an
outlay of Rs. 2 crores in its Annual Plan for
1985-86 purchasing land and earthwork for
this railway line and for providing sleepers
at cost Price out of its own funds for the
Railway administration in order to speed up
the task of constructing this railway line.
Though the Railway Minister in bis Budget
Speech has hinted that one section of this
railway line is going to be completed, let us
not be very much happy about this achieve-
ment as it is only 7 km. of railway track
which is going to be offered to this territory
in the last 33 years since Independence-out
of which 4 km, will fall in the territory of
Papjab and only 3 km will fall in the terri-
tory of Himachal Pradesh, At this rate,
we can say that for every 11 years, we have
got 1 km, of railway line. Ifthe allotment
for this railway line is to be slashed to Rs.
50 Jakhs (which I am sure will be increased

by the Railways keeping in view the need of
the State) then theic is mot much hope.
Therefore, 1 wouid plead with the Railway
Minister that keeping in view the regional
imbalance and also tbe sensitive nature of
this railway line-because it also serves the
defence purpose the allocation should be
increased and restored to at least Rs. 5 crores
as was the allocation last year so that Amb
which is in the district of Una is Put on the
railway map of India within the next year,
as it was promised by late Shrimati Jndira
Gaondhi, the date ou which  she  mude
promise was 2Ist Decmber, 1979, and six
years later if we are unable to take the line
even upto Una, only 14 kms. of railway line
inside Himachal Pradesh is, I think a very
unfortunate situation,

Similarly, I would plaad the cate of
Jammu and Kashmir. It has only 77 km, of
railway line. Here also, there has been a
big slash for Jammu-Udhampur railway lioe

. From Rs.2 crores given last year, the

amount has been reduccd to Rs. 1 crore this
year. It is also a hilly State and the rail-
way line from Jammu to Udhhampur needs
partticular care and it needs special patronage
ol the Central Government because Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu and Kashimir are the
two border States which are grappling with
so many problems of transport infra-struc-
ture and which have been neglected in the
past, Jammu and Kashmir because of the
partition of the country and Himachal

adan | . ~
Pradesk krcagse ¢f nealeet,

T would also bring to the kind notice of
the Railway Minister that the Chief Minister
of Himachal pradesb, Shri Virbhadra Singh,
got a new line surveyed at the cost of the
State Government as a deposit work, He
thought that various hydio-electric projects
would be speded up if the railway lrack was
Juid on the Nangal-Roper line between
Bahrampur and Rampur. That line has not
been included. 1 would plead for the
inclusion of this railway line in the Sevenih
Plan,

One of the projects which was in the
Railway Budget last year has been scrapped,
that is, Kalka-Parwanno Project. It is no
lopger in the works programme of the
Northern Railway. 1 do not know what
has happened to that, I would plead for its
restoration,
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Now, I may bring to the notice of the
hon. Minister of Railways some of the urgent
needs of the States of Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir. There ts
a fecling in Punjab also that since pattition
of the country Punjab has been neglected.
Since Punjab does not have any member in
the Lok Sabha at present, I may be allowed
to speak a few minutes for Punjab also.
Punjab being a border State, requires special
Comsideration. The hon. Minister of Rail.
ways is very well conversant with the States
of Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Fradesh,
I plead that special care is needed for this
arca specially because there is now a project
to double the track between Funjab and
Ambala. This ahould be speeded up.
Though Rs. 4 crores have been provided,
that is not enough because doubling of the
track within Haryana would help Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir.
I would suggest that the proposal to double
the track between Pathankot and Jullandha;
should be reconsidered and the funds that
are being provided for doubling of the track
should te utilised for construction of this,
line, an alternative foute, from Amb onwards,
the track should be taken to Pathankot
50 that the rarlway trains enter from the
other side and ultimartely Pathankot is Jinked
via Nangal-Talwara and also via Jullandur.

I wou'd draw the attention of the Minis-
ter to the fact that money would be saved.
The money that would be spent on doubling
the track between Jullundur and Pathankot
can be betrer utilised by laying the new
track. If you appropriate the money this
way, both the purposes can be served, the
double track can be provided in this way
and the new line can be constructed.

The railways are the sinews of the nation.
They are a symbol of pational integration
though there has been some criticism of the
various hikes and freisht rises which is in-
evitable,

I suggest that the Minister for Railways
should scriously consider the recommenda-
tions made vy the Railway Convention Com-
mittee (1980) in its |2th Repoit for track
expension programme,

The Minister for Railways should also
scriously consider the 17ist report of the
public Accounts Committee of the Fifth Lok
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Sabha regarding the expenditure on new lines
for the last 30 years at that time, in which
a perspective plan of 20 years was sug-
gested.

It is very unfortunate that the Railway
Board did not consider it feasible to teke
this report of the public Acconts Committee
into account.

The result of it is that expenditure on
new l'nes is coming down very sharply, In
this year we are getting only 72 kilometres
of new line proper attention should be paid
to this aspect in view of the fact that the
people who are clamouring for tailway lines
should also be regarded as the p:ople who
are working in the national interest. National
interest does not simply remain in doubling
the line, in electrifying the routes, in trebling
the line or doing other works. National
interest also demands that the various border
States in the country are linked to the capi-
tal of the country and the disiricts in every
State are linked to the capital of that State
by rail and if there is thus a faster and more
efficient movement, the economy will get a
boost and the industrial development of the
country would become faster .

With these words, 1 support the pro-
posals of the hon. Minister of Railways.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY (Midna-
pore) : Sir, it is the first railway Budget of
the new clean Government. It is really a
chaddi and banian Budget: It is because the
Government of India have taken the Kurra
frem the people of India in the Lok Sabha
clection and they have taken the pyjama from
the people of India in the Vidhan Sabha
elections;  What is now left is only chaddi
and boamanl [t js really the chaddi and
banian Budget for the Railways;

(Interruption)

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : This
clean Government has made a very clean
fare hike, only 12,59, for the passengers and
109/ feeight hike: It will hi all the consu-

mers. 350, it is the most  anti-peopie
Budge:.

The claim made by the Railway Minister
that only 4.4 paise per kilogramme of food-
grains and only 3 paise per kilogramme of
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salt would be the rise, is ridiculous, Today
newspapers have already reported that prices
arc going to rise further. Petrol prices have
already gone up, And prices are still rising

prices of foodgrains will further rise with the.

rise in railway freights. The persons who
control business commodities do not seek the
permission from the Government of India
before raising the prices, Rather, today the
Government of India is going for more and
more decontrols and there will be more
price hikes in tne near future,

Actually, Sir, the health of the Railway
system of India is in a very bad state.

17.00 hrs,

During 1984-85 our freight target was
245 million tonnes and we expected to carry
only 237 million tonnes, We wanted to earn
Rs. 3,688 crores and we earned only Rs.
3,657 crores. So, less Rs. 31 crores we ear-
ned, From passenger fare also, we are sup-
posed to earn Rs. 1,508 crores. But we will

be earning Rs, 1,460 crores which is less 48 -

crores.

Op the eve of the Sixth Plan we had to
make renewal of tracks to the tune of 13,000
kms. Now the Sixth Plan is coming to an
end, and on the eve of the Seventh Plan, we
have to make renewal of tracks to the tune
of 20,306 kmis, A laudble performance.

There is acute shortage of wagons, In
1983-84 we replaced 83844 broad gauge
wagons. The acute shortage of wagons con-
* tinues, '

Government proposed to acquire 1,0'0,000
wagons in the Sixth Plap, but actually
acquired something like 500 0 wagons.
Now the Government has decided not to
acquire any more wagons. This is the con-
dition in respect of wagons.

I am told that there is acute shortage of
B.F.R, even and rail required for renewal
cannot be carried from Bhilai Steel Plant.
Raw materials to Bhilai Durgapur and other
Steel Plants cannot be carried because there
is acute shortage of B.F.R.

Coming to rakes,in 1980-81 = we had
27,478 and in 1953-84 we have 27,343. That
means, we have 135 rakes less now, Now,
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remember; in the meantime Government have
introduced ]2 Inew trains, You ask any
wagon depot, any carriage depot, There are
no spare rakes, no over-lapping rakes, For
that reason, trains are being delayed” There
is no proper upkeep of rakes in any depot.
There is acute shortage of rakes, We are
producing something like 817 to 825 rakes per
anoum in the Perambur Coach Factory, We
must produce more rakes, but the Govern-
ment have not yet wound time to make up
their mind about producing more rakes,
There are many political pressures. The
UP people wanta factory in UP.; the
Punjab people want a factory in Punjab. The
Planning Commission has suggested that the
uautilised capicity of Burn & Co, Howrah,
can be made use of for making rakes, but
the Government is not going to abide by the
wisdom of the Planning Commission, They
want to go by political reasons

Such is the bad state of health in wh.ch
we find the Railways.  The Railwusys mu-t
have more funds for rehabilitation, Tnere
is no doubt aboutit. In the First Pian,
Railways had received 11.1 per cent of the
total plan allocation; in the Second Plan
15 5 per cent; in the Tuird Plan 15,4 per cent
in the Fourth Pian 7.7 per cent; in the Fifth
Plan 6.1 per cent; and in the Sixth Plan only
six per cent. Only a paliry sum of Rs.
1,650 crores is allotted for 1985-86. This is
nothing, This cannot touch evan the fringe
of the problem.

For renewal of tracks; steel is required,
The price of steal in 1979-80 was Rs. 1710
per tonne; in 1984 it was Rs, 06087/- per
tonne, and in February, 1985, it is Rs, 7260/
per tonne. More money is needed for track
renewal. The cost of steel is rising, and it is
impossible for the Railway Minister, if he
does not find more funds, to make proper
renewal of tracks.

Railways are required to carry social
burdens. The loss on account of carrying
of essential goods on concession was Rs,
104,48 crore» in 1982-83; and in 1983-84 it
was Rs. 141,75 crores. The loss on accouat
of carrying suburban passengers was Rs,
63.02 crores in 1982-83; and Rs. 70-33 crores
in 1983 84. The loss on account of other
passenger traffic was Rs, 47773 crores in
1982-83; and Rs. 592.25 crores in 1983-84,
The loss on running uneconomic lines was
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Rs. 46.49 crores in 1982-83 and Rs. 60.80
crores in 1983-84 Thus, the total loss was
Rs 691.72 crores in 1982-83 and Rs. 865.13
crores in 1983-84, Here I want to suggest
that this loss connot be charged to Rail-
ways. It is a social burden and Railway are
not supposed to bear this.

This money should come from the General
Budget and the dividend which the Railway
is to pay to the General Budget must
be adjusted against this loss coming out of
the social burdens. So 1 demand that in the
Seventh Five Year Plan at least 159 of the
Seventh Plan allcation should be for railways
and the social burdens should be adjusted
agaiost the dividend which the Railways are
supposed to pay to the General Budget.
Otherwise, it is impossible to bring back to
the rails the Indian Railway which requires a
Nawakalava Kayakalpam, and it will col-
lapse very soon. The Minister’s claim that in
the 2Ist century the Railways will carry
double the freight which it carries to-day
will only be in dreams. We will be carrying
something like 250 million tonnes of
freight this year. This is 100 low an amount
compared to the performance of other
countnies, China carries 2.5 times ol ‘what
our country carries, U S A carries 5 times
and U S S R carries 6 times....

PROF. N. G. RANGA : Is the rolling
stock the same ?

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : Why
don’t you have that amount of rolling
stock ?

I want to draw the personal attention of
the Railway Minister to cases of corruption,
Corruption in the Railways is rampant. Al
the big bosses, the big people go scot-free.
1 draw his attention to the Tata rail case
No. 4 dated 11,3.77. Some thousands of
wagons without any RR weie loaded by the
Tatas from inside the factory and sent to
various places from Adityapur which is not
a booking station, This was going on very
well since the seventies.
Supervisor detected it and reported to the
higher autborities but the Railway bosses
of the Garden Reach and the South Eastern
Railway took action against this man and
was transferred immediately so that the
Tatas could be saved. Then came the SRP,
Tatanagar. He took up the case and for
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his courage to take up the case, he was alsg
transferred, A big man of the Tatas—I do
not want to mention his name, wrote to the
IG Police that this case should be dropped
and at the request of that man the case was
dropped, Then, ultimately, at the instance of
the Supreme Court the case was again taken
up in 1977. More than Rs, 10 crores are
involved. I give the case pumber. More
than Rs, 10 crores are involved ..

SHRI AJIT KUMAR SAHA (Vishoupur) :
This is a serious aliegation.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : He
pleased tte officials. The ex GM, South
Eastern Railway and some other high officers
of the S E. Railway are involved and now
they have joined the Tatas after retirement,

the accused, The Bihar Government has
written to the Railway Board as early as
1981 seeking permmisson to sanction prosecu-
tion and start the case since the persons
involved are big officers of the Government
of India. Since 1981 so many Chairmen
and so many Ministers have come and gone
but no permission has yet been given to the
Government of Bihar to conduct this case. ..
(Interruptions)...1 would like that this case
be taken up and the guilty punished. I am
giving the case number, I do not think that
the Government will try to hide further.

Then corruption in awarding contracts
is very much rimpant on the  Inlian
Railways, In my place Kharagpur, one
tute-well contractor could not do any job—**
He should have been blacklisted for his
total failure to do the job, But he conti-
nues to bask under the blessings of high
railway officials.

Then I come to theft of railway material
stolcn.  In 1982-83 the value of railway
materials stolen was Rs. 164.8 lakhs and
in 1983-84 it rose to Rs, 174.07 lakhs. The
value of stolen materials recovered is 1982-83-
Rs. 90 81 lakhs and 1983-84-Rs. 71 67 lakhs.
Then coming to booked consignments

. Stolen—you book a consignment and it is

stolen—in 1982-83 it was Rs. 685.2 lakhs and
in 1983-84 it was Rs. 663 2 lakhs, and
recoveries made in 1982-83 were worth Rs,
86.13 lakhs and 1983-84 worth Rs, 44.77 Jakhs,

** Not recorded,
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The Jinks of RPF people and the
receivers in very big railway centres like
Kharagpur, Scaldah, Asansol and Patoa are
very cordial, Everybody knows this, Such
is the rampant corruption in RPF, He
must be knowing that 400 jawans of RPF
went on a five-day hunger .strike to prot:st
against the malpractices of big officers at
Kharagpur in February 1985,

Another chapter has been opened in
this matter. Previously jobs of re railing,
re-slippering and deep screening were being
done departmentally. Now for a year or so
this is being given to contractors. It has
led to ccrruption and also hazards of safety
because contractors never do the jobs as
they should have done. You go to any
railway colony, you will find that within four
to five years a new building starts collapsing
whereas the old buildings continue for over
seventy to eighty years,

Sir, it is a budget of broken promises.
We had been promised by the ex-Railway
Minister that Tamluk- Digha railway line
will be completed. During the elections the
‘tuling party had campaigned that the West
Bengal government had not given land for it,
Now, it his been scrapped altogether.
Bankura-Raniganj rail link which was
supposed to come up has been dropped. A
great qualifield at Mejia is coming up and it
will remain untapped. Buj-Namkhana
railway line has been dropped although
promised during the elections,

gir, Shri Kedar Pandey while he was
Minister for Railways announced here on
the Floor of the House that Purlia Kot Sila
railway line will be turned into broad-gauge,
Shri Kedar Paadey has gone to heaven and
this proposal has gone to dogs.

Now, a word about administration in
the Rail Bhavan. I would like to inquire
what sort of administration is going on ?
Eleven posts of General Managers are lying
vacant, Why. Is 1t because you don’t
find enough ‘chamchas’ to work as your
General Managers? Why don’t you fill up
these posts 2 Two posts of Members of
Railway Board are lying vacant. I do not
know why. .

Sir, do you know the conditions in
which railwaymen work? All the yards rra

full of dirt and filth. Huge heaps of used
material abound near the travks. Carriage
staff, operating staff and gangmen cannot
work freely and thers are accidents, Then
there is insufficient light at almost every
yard Itis very difficult to work. There
are no spares, no tools and no proper
equipment in workshops, loco sheds, wagen
and carriage depo*s throughout the country,
When there is defect in work you only
chargesheet and suspend the worker. I am
very glad that our Minister has introduced
some 10.point programme for safety,
Previously there was a 20-point programme
and cverytbiflg was being turned into. There
is no safety in the Railways. Anything may
happen, On 23-2-85 Chaknadharpur-Nagpur
Passenger train caught fire. An alarm chain
was -pulled in time but the train did not stop
at all, God alone knows how many people
have died. The Minister does not know.
The policemen were giving a figure which
says that their number is fifty, [he Minis«
ter, gives another figure which is much
less. I do not know which figure is
correct, ' ‘

Again on 12-3-85 the Shantipur Local
on the Eastern Raijway caught fire. Previ-
ously, accidents took place in the form of
derailments and collussions, Now, with the
coming in of this new clean Government
a new item has bzen added to the existing
cause of accidents.and that is Fire, Sir, it
is extremcly difficult for the people to get
compensation. Of course, you have incre-
ased the rate of compensation. But it is
enormously difficult for common people to
get compensation,  Railway rakes are not
properly looked after, The railway tracks
are unsafe, Locomolives are defective.
Various johs which have traditionaily been
done by the departm:nt are handed over to
the contractors giving rise to safety hazards,
So, no ten or twenty point programme will
do unless these things are remedied.

Regarding passenger amenities, the less
said the better. There is no light; there is
no fan; there is no water in the trains and
in stations. General cleanliness is wholly
absent, [ would enjoin upon the hon,
Minister’ kindly to travel in trains some
time, Let him travel ip first class compart-
ment and find out what the condition of the
rake is. I hope that the Railway Minister
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will not travel only in planes and cars but
that he will travel some times in trains also.

Now I speak about some points relating
to railway staff, You have turned work-
spots into prisons. The gates of all the
officcs have been locked except one gate.
I don’t know why they have done it. This
is certainly not the way of enforcing
discipline, The Kharagpur-Adra DRM
offices have been locked and people are
there just like in prisons. The pay-scale in
the railways is the lowest compared to other
sectors like steel, coal, cement, port and dock
etc. They get the lowest pay. Government

bas claimed that Rs 12,850 is spent on an

average per man per annum on the railways.
I beg to submit that this is elusive, It only
seeks to hide the reality and the real situa-
tion. $1.2 per cent of the railway staff are
‘D’ class employees and they get only Rs.
560 per month. They dGo not get even Rs
600. So, this figure of 12,850 averagewise
only means that the officers get much more.
Sir, itis my submission that railwaymen
and Government employees have been
Cheated by the appointment of the Pay
Commission.  Railwaymen wanted to be
treated as  industrial laleur and they
demanded pay parity with other Public
sector employees, But that has not been
done. Even the Pay Commission which
was set up was just sitting; now it is lying;
I don't know, when it will get up. No
interim relief has been . sanctioned prior to
Pay Commission’s recommendation, They
demand immediate interim relief, Ban on
recruitment has been impoted. We want
that this ban should be withdrawn immedi-
ately, A and B class employees in Railways
are increasing rather disproporationately.
It was 2.1 thousand in 1950-51: now it is
12,07 thousard in 1983-84. Employment in
Ratlways is coming down every year- Now
I will given you the figures:

Year Employment (in thousands)
1979-80 30.2

1980-81 21.8

1981-82 2.8

1982-83 9.0

1983-84 9.9 ’

We find that railway colonies are full of
upemployed youth who arc turning to be
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somewhat anti-social because of their utter
frustration, There was a big movement for
the employment of sons of railwaymen in
Kanchrapara of the Eastern Railway, A
big movement for employment is going on
in Kharagpur, At Kanchrapara the move-
ment turned violent and even some offices
were burnt, At Kharagpur, hundreds of
postcards  which have been signed by
thousands of unemployed boys have been
sent to the hon.. Mipister and they are also
on dharna in front of the DRM office in
the South Eastern Raiiway. They have
demanded the employment of the sons of
the railwaymen and ex-railwaymen in the
Indian Railways,

1Y
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You have
already taken lot of time, Now, You can
have only one minute. Please wind up.
SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : You are
men from service without giving any notice.
At Adra, the Mali at DRM’s bungalow has
been removed by applying rule 14(2) . At
Kharapur division, two gangmen have been
removed from service by applying rule 14(2).
Previously, leaders of the movent were re-
moved from service by application of this
rule. Now, the present new Cu:.'..-rumu,t has
started applying this rule !> the common
railway servants like the gangmen and Malis
even. The Railway Minister sheds crocodile
tears for the welfare of the railwaymen. I
would like to suggest that out of 2000 doc-
tors in the Indian Railways, about 300 Posts
are vacant. In the Railway Hospilal at Delhi,
there is no Pathologist for the last one year.
At adra hospital of South-Eastern Railway,
there is no Radiologist and there is no Patho-
logist for the last 10 years, For 12.000 staff
at Santragachi and Shalimar, there is no rail-
way hospilal at all. Sir, 1 beg to join the
entire House in demandiog more funds for

r
5
b

~ the development of Railways At least 15% of

the Seventh plan allocatiors must be allo-
caled for the railways if you desire to ' being
the railways on proper rails, Otherwise,
your dream to carry more traffic in the
twenty-first century will simply flop.

[ Translations]

SHRI KAMLA PRASAD SINGH
(Jaunpur): Hon'ble, Chairman, Sir, | am gra-
teful to you for giving me an opportunity to
speak ou the budget presented by the Minis-
ter of Railways. Sir, I heartily welcome the
budget. The Hon’ble Minister has proposed
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a number of measurss of public welfare in
the rrilway budget which would certainly
prove beneficial to the people one of these
measures is raising of age for free travel
from three years to five years for the
children, Now, children upto 5 years of age
can travel free, A number of public welfare
measures have been adopted for the youth
and those interested in sports. At the same
time, Sir, 1 also want to give some Sugges-
tions to the hon’ble Minister,

As at present, relief has been given only
to those travelliag upto 50 kilometres, but,
sir, ] understand that there is Do express
train whose stoppage is within 50 kilometres,
I want that the hon’ble Minister should give
consideration to it and if the distance limit
is raised to 100 kilometres, it will be much
bensaficial,
fited, 1 hope, the hon'ble
consider it,

Tl‘\ﬁ rannla il ha wesn tho ane_
aAnw .-"-UF'V (IR N T L blwh".: - e -

Minister will

Sir, there are such districts in Utter
Pradesh where railway facilities are scanty.
District Jaunpur, neighbouring districts of
Azamgarh, Gazipur, Balia, Pratagarh etc.
are such districts where there are no railway
facilities, 1 wouid . like (v speak avoul
Jaunpur. Ony. two trains are running there
one is Delhi-Varanasi train and other goes
to Sealdah, Sir, what I want to say is that
if a few more (r.ins are introduced there,
many districts will be benefited, There are
some tiains, like, Himgiri Express, which
do ot stap there, hecanse there is nA ston.
page. It stoppage is provided to this train at
Jaunpur, a number of districts will benefit.

Bhandan station is in Jaunpur district,
There are two platforms there but they are
without any sheds people have to make usc
of a tunnel to go from one platform to the
other. Due to darkness many times their
luggage and other belongings are snatched
away and at times they slip and fall. 1
therefore, request that an over-bridge be
constructed to provide facility to the people.
There are many platforms without sheds
people face great difficulty as they have to
sit in the open I would also request that
drinking water and toilet facility shovld also
be provided, which is not cxisting there at
the moment, Likewise there many other sta-
tions like city station, Badlapui, Bhandari
Bhapaur, Jalalpur, Barsathi, Maniyahun and
Kraakat etc. where along with platforms and
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sheds there is need for drinking water and
toilet facilities, I request that these facili-
ties may be provided there. I would like
to speake in particular about Bastern Utter
Pradesh where cases of chain pulling have
declined. The practice of disconnecting
hose-pipes is still there which results in stop-
ping the trains. The passengers thus face
great difficulty, They are not able to reach
their destination in time,  Arrangement
should be made whereby it may nol be pos-
sible to disconnect the hose-pipe, The
lecling of insecurity 1n trains should be remo-
ved so that people can travel with ease and
Comfort, Express trains should be introduced
in districts where they do not rum, people
from Azamgarh come to Jaunpur and
similarly people of Gazipur go to Varanasi
to catch train, The distance between Jaunpur

prd Varnngs is 59 kilemetres Double line should

be provided there. If one train starts the other
train has to wait, So, a double line should
be provided. I understand that a survey of
the railway line between Shahgan; and
Allahabad via Amethi was undertaken but in
the budget there seems to be no provision
for it, I believe that if this train starts then
in people can definitely travel from Shahganj
to Allahabad via Amethi and Sultanpur. [
whould also like to point out that the quota
of reserved berths in Doon Express, Sealdah
Express and Delhi-Varanasi Express is quite
inadequate and it varics between two to four
scats. ! would like that the quola be in-
creased in these trains. We do not have a
suparats Duguny Offce as such, The staff
sits in the TC's office. I would like that in
Jaunpur a separate office may be provided
for Enquiry.

I would like to point out that in all the
trains that ron through the eastern areas of
Utter Pradesh, it has been often obseived
that the T.T.E. generally checks the Com-
partments where people travel with tickets
and thcy do not even try to enter those com-
partments where most of the people are with-
out ticket. They do not even care to look
at those compartments, Hon'ble Minister
Sir, if the T.T.E. sincerely checks these com-
partments and is duty comscious the revenue
that Railway gets shall certainly increase.
1 want that some concrete measures should
be adopted in this regard.

Begides, ¥ have of the observed that in-
spite of the fact that berths are available, the
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passcngers are told otherwise. I would like
the hon'ble Minister to issue strict instruc-
tions to provide the available berths to pas-
sengers.  This will increase Railway’s revenue
and also help in reducing difficulties of pas-
sengers,

Inthe end I would like to request the
hon’ble Minister of Railways to look into the
suggestions that I have made and take steps
to implement them.

*SHRI GANGADHAR S, KUCHAN
(Sholapur) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I
rise to welcome and support the Railway
Budget presented by hon, Railway Miaister
and express my views on this Budget.
Miny complaints have been made regarding
allocition of funds etc in the House [
feel that though limited funds are available
for carying out developmant work, some
amount should be earmarked for providing
am:nities o passengers  and improving
staniard of passenger services.

I am constrained to note that increase
in total length of railway track is barely
1/10th in the last 35 years. The total length
of railway track in 1951 was about 51000
Kms which increased only upto 61070 Kms.
in the last 35 years. The meagre increase
in the length of the track is insufficient to
meet the requirement of the population
which has doubled during this period.

Similarly, a very scaaty amount is
allycated for electrification  of railway lines.
We nave electrified 5900 Kms, of railway
track which is not even 1/12th of the total
length of track, It is necessary to step up
allocation substantially in this resp:ct. As
pointed out by Prof. Madhu  Daadvate
electric  engines would  bs suitable for
ciarrying freight.  Though the  initial cost
would be more, it would  prove profitable
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I agree  with him and feel that mere
amount  should be made available for
electrification programme,

We are going to  spent am amount of
three lakh forty thousand crores of rupecs
during the 7th Five Year Plan. Out of this,
at least 15000 crores  of rupeses should be
allocated to  Railways for undertaking
expansion, conversion and electrification
schemes and set the target of increasing the
length  of total track to 75000 Kms,,
electrification of 15000 Kms of traek aad
doubling of lines to the exient of 10,000
Kms.

In the present space age narrow gauge
and metre gauge lines have become totally
obsolete, Therefore, we should utilise
substantial part of the 7th plan allocation
for gauge conversion.  Though the present
budget provides tue total amount of 655]
crores of rupees, not more than 600 to 700
crores of rupces are sanctioned for develop-
mental work

Mr. Dighe pointed out the scanty
allocation for  compietion of Mankhurd
Belapur line in a mild manoer. I would like
to make it clear that the budget allocations
in respect of Maharashtra are quite meagre,
It may appear that | am raising a regional
demand but I  would like to make the
position very clear by mentioning some of
the hgures, The completion of Mankhurd-
Belapur Section  required Rs. 72 crores
whereas onlv meagre amount of Rs. 2 crores
is sanctioned in this budget. Similarly the
requirement of Bhusawal Nagpur and Itarsi
Nagpur was 74 crores and 29 crores respec-
tively. But 8 scanty amount of Rs. 4 crores
has been sanctioned in  this budget. Now.
let us compare the requiremeat of some
projects and sanctioned amount in other

in the long run, States :-

Name of Project Required amount Sanctioned ame unt
Rattlam Gangapur 38 crores 38 crores
Mathura Gangapur s"” 3"

Declhi Jhansi 15,75 crores 13.75 erores
Ahmedabad Ratlam Baroda 11,78 " 11,7 "

*The specch was originally delivered in Masathri,
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The above comparison clearly highlights
the injustice done to Maharashtra in respect
of allocation which is negligible when com-
pared to other States, This kind of unequal
distribution has created resentment among
the people of the State. I request the hon,
Minister to  reconsider the  proposal and
allocate more funds for completing the
above mentioned projects in Maharashtra.

The Railways spent  an amount of Rs.
30 crores for coastruction Calcutta Metro
Railway. | may point out that it would have
beea possible to  construct some  railway

lines in  backward arcas  with the same
amount. There has been a long standing
demand of conversion of Latha-Miraj

gection for the last 30 years, But this de-
mand is being constantly neglected. This line
is very important as  pilarim  ceotre like
Pandharpur is situated on this line, Many
sugar factories, cotton mills and other
industrial centres are
this line. Therefore, conversion of this
section should be  undertaken on priority
basis, The survey of this line has already
been conducted. I request the hon, Minister
to undertake the conversion of this line
immediately,

1 am sorry to point out that grave injus-
tice is done Marathwada in the matter of
railway lines, There are only two railway
lines which touch Marathwada, There is
not even a single line which passes through
the cenual part of Marathwada,  Firow this
point of view, conversion of Lature-Mira)
section and laying of new railway lines from
Aurangabad to Sholapur (via Tuljapur) is
very essential. 1 would like to add that lot
of injustice has been done to Marathwara in
respect of allocation funds. Out of total
allocation of 150 crores of rupees, only 4
crores have been sanctioned to Maharashtra,
There is lot of injustice 'n respect of zonal
allocation of funds which is as follows:

Name of Zone Amount sanctioned

Central 7 crores of rupees
Southern 21 .
South Central 33 ,,
South Eastern 13

Western 17,

also connected with .

The doubling of lines is very important
work to be undertaken but lot of injustice
is done to Maharashtra in this respect as well.
I am sorry to mention that not even a single
project of doubling the lines is undertaken
whereas some projects have been undertaken
in other States.

Bombay-Wadi is a busy section. Doubl-
ing of lincs is completed upto Pune, It should
be extended upto Wide so that it will benefit
my constituency Sholapur, There is lot of
pasenger and freight traffic on Sholapur
Bombay Section. Doubling of lines will
certainly help in meeting the needs of public
and freight traffic,

I am sorry to mention that no provision
has been made in this budget for construc-
tion of hridges, I request that construction
of some important bridges should be under-
taken without any delay,

1 would like to offer some suggestions
regarding starting of new trains, A new
train should be started between Pune and
Sholapur. It will help the travelling public,
Udyan Expres between Bombay and Bangalore
has one second class AC sleeper. But there
is no quota for Sholapur. I request that
instead of 6 bearths in second class 3 tier,
15 bearths should be reserved for Sholapur.

Nizamuddin-Bangalore Express runs only
once a week, It should run 3 days ina
week, Bombay Sholapur Sidheshwar Ex-
press has two first class compartments, I
suggest that this train should have one first
class and one second class sleeper compart-
ment, The speech of this train should be
increased so that it should reach Sholapur
at 8,15 P.M. instead of 9.30 or 10 P.M,

There should be expension of Kurduwadi
Workshop and construction of wagons and
coaches should be undertaken there, The
overbridge on Sholapur-Bijapur National
highway is narrow and dangerous for traffic.
Many accidents have taken place there, 1
request that metre gauge and broad gauge
lines should be brought near each other and
a new over bridge should be constructed,
There is no over-bridge on metre gauge line
pecar Sholapur Extension area. There is
jam of traffic near the level crossing and the
public is put to inconvenience, Many acci-
dents have taken place there. As the level
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Crossing is closed for a long time, it becomes
very difficult to take the patients to nearby
hospitals in time, Many casualties have
taken place because of long waiting near the
railway crossing Therefore, I request that
an over bridge should be constructed at thisg
point,

-

I request that the hike in second class
fares and monthly season tickets should be
totally withdiawn,
rough check on ticketless travelling. If firm
Steps are taken the railways will earn a sub-

stantial revenue by checking ticketless tra-
velling,

Jhelum Express from Jammu to Pune
comes late by 4 to 6 hours op almost al]
days in a year, | tequest the hon. Minister
to look into this matter and ensure punctual
runaing of this train.

With these words [ thank you, Sir, for
8iving me an opportunity to spesk on the
general discussion on the Railway Budget.

SHRI MAHABI PRASAD (Bansgaon) :
The Hon'ble Deputy Speker, Sir, I would
like t0 congratulate the hon’ble Minister of
Railways for preseating a balanced Budget
in thus august House which is aimed at pub-
lic  wslfare Railway  Department is ag
impartant for the nition as arterise for
humia bady Tpe railway has a direct link
with the soual, ecoaomic, political, needs
administrative and industrial, I would not
like go into the statistical data, | would
like to quote from 3 couplet of Ramayana
wherein it s said “Par ko stkhavan nar
bahutere.

I do not agree with the views expresses
by Opposition Members, Keeping in view
the situation prevailing in the couatry, the
Budget presented by hon’ble Minmister js
balanced, justified apd aimed at public

welfare. |, therefore, rise 1o support this
budget, '

Sir, whatever he has done for the youth
and children aged five years he has to be
congraiulated upon.

I would like to request him that the
concession in second class for a distance of
30 kms that he has provided should be
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increased because in practice we see that 3
distance of 50 kms its not much,

It is true that the fares have been ip.
Creased, but if we bear in mind the expenses
incurred on the renovation and modernisa-
tion of Railways, manufacture of Railway
engines and wagons, increase in the prices
of diesel and petrol, then this increase in
fare and freight seems to justified.

I would like to draw the attention of
the hon’ble Minister to my constituency, and
parts of eastern Uttar Pradesh and request
him to take a note of it. The construction
of a coach factory in Gorakhpur had been
Proposed since the seventh Lok Sabha. It
was said at that moment that the case is
with RITES and on receipt of its report it
shall be considered. On behalf of the
Railway Board the Railway Advisory
Committee and in Lok Sabha too it was
said in 1eply that afier receipt of the R|TES
report. it would be decided as to where the
coach factory is to be ser up. I would like to
submit that keeping in view that the demand
of the time, the social condition and the
backwardness of the area, Gorakhpur is an
appropriate place where the coach factory
IS required to be set up. I, therefore,

demand that the hon’ble Minister should
consider it

Besides, I would like to drow his attention
to the need for a railway line from sohjan-
vari 1o Dohrighat Many times I have raised
question in the seventh Lok Sabha with
regards to this railway Lipe It has been
surveyed thrice Everyihing hae been done,
Even the Stones have been put up to in dicate
demarcation, Even after doing so much,
it was later said that this project could not
be considered I would like to bring to the
notice of hon’ble Minister (he National
transport policy that was framed in 1980
wherein 1t was decided that in that areas
which have remained backward for centuries,
new railway lines shall be laid and het
work of roads shal] be provided. But it
is being said that it may not prove econo-
mical, I would like to point out that if
you see the aspect of economic viability,
then you will never be able to provide rail or
road tink to the areas which have remained
backward for centuries, Therefore you should
not see the returns, but follow already
existing pational policy and make it the
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basis of providing railway lines to these areas,
If you really want the society to progress,
then the railway line which has been surve-
yed thrice and demarcated should be laid.
It isnot proper to say that it would be
uneconomical to go ahead with this project,
after doing so much of spade work, On
the one hand it is said that the backward
ness of the arca shall be removed and on
‘the other it is said that the project wou'd not
be economically viable, This is not under-
standable. The Government should make
up its mind before conducting a survey.
I am answerable and you are also answer-
able to the people as to why that railway
line is not being laid inspite of the fact that
it has been surveyed thrice demarcation
has been made and stones have been put up.

The hon’ble Minister is laughing but I know

that outwardly he may look otherwise, but
inwardly is very soft hearted. I would
request him to reconsider it and ensure the
laying of this railway line by including this
project in the plan.

Thirdly. Gorakhpur is a big city in the
east and is a tourist centre in North India
where tourist come in large numbers. There
are places like Kushinagar, Lumbene and
Kapilvastu, but you have not provided any
direct train except Jayanti Janta that started
some time back, I have just returned from
there and I saw passengers travelling on
the roof, Labourers and troken from Bihar,
Barouni, Gorakhpur and other districts
go to Punjab and Haryana. They do not
even * get place on the roof. 1 would
therefore request that another direct train
may be started for these people bstween
Gorakhpur and New Delhi so that they
can travel comfortably,

Similarly from eastern districts like
Devaria, Faizabad, Gorakhpur and Basti
people go to Bombay in search of employ-
ment, but they do not have a direct train.
Ooe train starts from Bombay V. T but
there is very little space in it. Therefore
I would again request that a direct train
may be introduced up to Bombay so that
these labourers and workers who are called
Bhaiyas in Maharashtra, members from
Mabharashtra are sittiog here and thcy know
it—may be benefited.

My next point is that we have a
famous place known as “Choura-Choura®’

- reservations in
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the freedom fighters are well aware of it.
Prior to the laying of a broad gauge line
all the traios used to stop there but the
trains that are ruanning these days—Jhonsi
Mail, Howrah Mail etc—do pot- stop there
anymore. My request is that ‘Chaura
Chaura’ beiag a historical place —where
19 youths were executed—the hon’ble
Minister of Railways should direct that all
the trains should stop there.

I have also to svbmit that in the head-
quarters of North Bastern Railway in
Gorakhpur, a large number of daily
workers have been retrenched leading to-
uanemployment. Though I have read the
whoie of the budget where in the hon'ble
Minister has stated that on the basis of
360 days’ service without break, They will
be made permanent though earlier there
was a different provision, I will request you
to reconsider it and the workers who have
been rendered unemployed should be provi-
ded with jobs again,

I would also submit that there is need
for an overbridge mnear the Dharamshala
Bazar a place adjoining Gorkhpur Railway
station which js also the headquarters of
North BEastern Railways, In the absence
of an over-bridge, the traffic remain blocked
for hours together resulting in heavy loss
to Railways, Therefore, I would submit
that provision forthe construction of an -
overbridge be made at Dharamshala Bazar
to the west of Gorakhpur Station.

I have read the entire budget. On page
107, para (3)in the Indian Railway year
book 1983-84 there is reference of ‘Employ-
ment to Schedule Castes and Schedule
Tribes” I would not like to read the whole
in brief 1 would like to state that even
after 36 years of independence, you have
been able ro secure only 8.9 percent of
1982.83 in category (a)
services and in  1983.84 only 9.9 perceant,
Similarly in other categories too, i.e, (b),
(¢), and (d) you have not been able to fulfil
the reservations. Only in the case of
Scavenging Staff, you have been able to
complete 18 percent. Similarly in Scheduled
Caste category in category (a), only I-8
percent reservations have been completed
in 1982-83 and 24 percent in 1983 84,
For other categories too you have not been
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able to do 80, I would like to request the
hon’ble Minister who has administrative
capabilities that wader the leadership of
Shri Rajiv Gandhi, the quota reservations
proivdes for Harijans, Yirijans and weaker
Sections, should be filled up without any
delay. -

With these words, congratulate hon’ble
Minister and support the Railway budget
that has been presented.

*SHRI N,V.N.SOMU (Madras Noith) @
Hon. Mr. Deputy Speak, Sir, ] am grateful
to you for giving me this opportunity to make
my maiden speech in this august house.
Iam deeply indebted to my leader Dr.
M. Kalaignar Karunanidhi who gave me
the  opportunity 1o represent Dravida
Munnctra Kazhagam in this sovereign and
supreme clected body of the nation- 1 am
cqually grateful to the people of my par-
liamentary constituency, Madras North,
who in response to the call of my leader
have eclected me to reprcsent them in this
House, It redounds to their credit that
they have practised the provisions of Anti-
Defection Law passed by this House in jts
first session, They ensured that the cadidate,
who stabbed the D.M K. at the back and
who was fielded as Congress-1 candidate
in this constituency, is routed in the hust-
ings so that the spirit of anti-Defection
law is sustained for ever.

I am happy to participates in the debate
on the Raiway Budget for [985-86. Sir,
the universal comment is that in recent
years such a severse Railway Budget hus
not been presented, In fact, this is a
grand deception perpetrated on the people
of the country by the Railway Minister
and that too immediately afier they reposed
their faith in the Congress Parly. 7The
Railway Minister has claimed that upto
50 kilometres the railway passenger fare
has not been increased. But on the next
page of the Budget he says that the subur-
ban passenger fare bas been enhanced for
the distance otl km to 150 km. I
would like to ask of the Railway Minister
whether those travelling in suburban trains
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* The speech was origimally deljvered
in Tamil,
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belong to the affluent sections of our
society, I wonder how the Railway Minister
glibly says that the common people are
not affected by the increase in the pessenger
fare.

Sir, the Railway Minister has further
poured oil in the burning fire. The freight
rate for essential commodities like wheat,
rice, pulses, salt etc, has been raised by him.
Will this not lead torise In the price of
essential commodities ? It will be no
exaggeration to say that the Railway Minis-
ter has done great injustice to the people
of the country, with whose massive support
this Government has come to power. In
fact, he bas betrayed the expectations of
the people. ] wish that the people of
the country realise this at leust in the
next General Elections and. make their
choice properly,

During the past three and half decades
and more after Independence, the Southern
States have been neglected by the Railway
This year’s budget is no excep-

tion to that. Our great leader Ariguas

Apnna said on the floor of Rajya Sabha that
he belonged to the Dravidian stook. All
the four southern States belong to the
dravidian stook.

Karur-Dinpigul B.G. line was the dream
of 5 crores of Tamils for the pas: several
decades. This scheme was sanctioned in
1981 and till 1984 the progress of this
scheme has been at ‘snail’s pace and in 1985,
after the presentation of this Budget, it
will come toa grinding halt because of
the paltry provision of Rs. 3 crores, }
doubt  whether this Karur-Dindigul BG
scheme will ever be implemented Similarly,
a very negligible sum has been provided
for Madras Rapid Transport system, which
is like offering sugarcandy to a hungry
elephant. The Railway Minister announces
the running of electric train upto Ghaziabad
from Delhi. But he does not announce the
running of electric trains from Madras to-
Chengleput; it is just extending the electric
train for a few kilometres beyond Tamba-
ram. While tbree pew railway lines have
been sanctioned for Madhya Pradesh, not:
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even a single new line has been given for
any of the four Southern States There
is nothing wrong in saying that the South
is languishing and the North is flourishing
when wo see such blatant partisanship in
railway development, The maximum length

of metre gauge track is in Southern States,

No gauge-conversion proggamme has been
announced in this Budget., Without BG
line there cannot been full-fledged industrial
development in Southern States. When
India enters 2lst Ceatury, it may happen
that the Southern States may recede back
into 19th Century, with this tempo of
railway development during the past four
decades.

There are 7000 stations in the couantry,
out of which there is no drinking water
facility or clectricity in 609 of them, This
is the position obtaining in 1985, I request
the hon, Railway Minister that a massive
effort must be made for providing drinking
water at least in all the Stations at the
earliest. | have to take this opportunity
to msation about the absence of provision
of a meagre sum of Rs, 3 crores for a
3 kilo-metre electric railway track between
Villivakkam and Annanagar. Madras is
the capital of Tamil Nadu and there is no
provision for such small scheme in this
Railway Budget. [f at least this had been
included we the Members from Tamil Nadu
would have been happy. Now we have to
bemoan our lot in its absence. In North
Maidcas, Royapuram Railway Gate is closed
very frequently, The people have to wait
for 2 to3 hours to go to Stanley Medical
Hospital acoss the railway line, It so
hippens that women in advanced stags of
pregnancy deliver their babies on the roads
while they wait for the gate to opea. A
Railway over-bridge should be constructed
here soon. Late Shri Asai Thambi. who
represented Madras North in this House
and Shri Nanjil Manoharan, who was a
Mecmber of this House, had referred to this
important project several times. Till today
this has not been undertakn, A Raiway
over-bridge must be constructed here.
Similarly, the Railway over-bridge connec-
ting North Madras and South Madras is
in a dilapidated condition., This must be
modernised immediately; otherwise there is
imminent danger to human lives any time,
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You know, Sir, that Madras-Tiruvotriyur
area is the largest industrial arca, The in-
dustrial growth of Tamil Nadu is repressated
here. When the Railway gate closes all the
industrial movement comes to a standstill,
You can imagine the loss to the mation
because of such stoppage of industrial actie
vitics here. - A Railway over-bridge must be

construsted here, Similarly, I would request

the hon. Railway Minister to look into the
problems being faced at Korukkupettai area.
The bon. Railway Minister has a responsi=,
bility to ensure that such hurdles in indus-
trial activities are removed forthwith,

Our Prime Minister is called Mr., Clean
and our Railway Minister is known as the
incarnation of administrative efficieney, I
want to pose a challenge to them and if they
can solve it, then they deserve these ppel-
lations, The Public Accounts Commitiee
of Seventh Lok Sabha has submitted a
report to the Parliament, mentioning about
the nonp-payment of dues by private sector
people who have encroached upon the Rail-
way land, even after the lease period bas
lapsed. The Report refers to the big
factory that has been put up by the Proprie-
tor of Coco Cola Company on the Railway
land near Super Bazar in Connaught Place,
New Delhi. Here, the land is priceless,
The Railway Board has not been able to get
this land cleared from this encroachment.
This gentleman has constructed a Hotel in
Janpath, where also he has encroached upon
the public road The Comptroller and
Auditor Genperal in his report has pointed
out that Railways have surplus land of 2.74
lakh acres worth Rs. 15,000 crores. Sheuld
not the land ceiling law be made applicable
to Railways ? [f the Railways can manage
the land effectively, there will be no need to
enhance passenger fare and freight every
yeat In the matter of compensation being
paid by the Railways for the lnss of goods
in transit, there are many malpractices. The
Railways are swindled lakhs of rupees by
unscrupulous traders. If earpest efforts
arc made, there can be saving of several
lekhs of rupees in the payment of compen-
sation. The Rajlway Convention Committee
bas also reported malpractices in the

L]
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purchase of proprietary items required by the
Railways., The recommendations contained
in this Report must be implemented by the
Railways,

With these words, I conclude my speech

and also thank you for giving me this oppor-

tunity to make my maiden speech.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER :- The Hotise
stands adjourned till 11 a.m. tomorrow,

18.02 brs,

L]
g

The Lok Sabha then adjourned’ til] Ele.
ven of the Clock gn Tuesday, March, 19_
1985 *.lguna 2., 1906 (Saka),

Printed at the Indian Press



