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off-season vegetables. The previous Gov* 
ernment used to provide support price for 
apples, lemon varieties and plum. This 
strengthened the economic condition of the 
people. I would tike to make a demand from 
the Central Government to provide subsidy 
and support price to vegetables and fruits 
produced by the farmers in far-flung areas of 
HimachaJ Pradesh so as to raise their stan
dard of living. Besides, the farmers of the 
areas in Himachal Pradesh where facilities 
of jrrigation aie nut available may please be 
prov»ded ir.aximum financial assistance for 
the plans submitted by the State Govern
ment so that the farmers could avail maxi
mum benefits of their produce.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, we take up next 
item-ltem nos. 7 to 10 to be discussed to
gether. In deference to the wishes of the hon. 
Members, the notices of all Cut Motions in 
respect of the Demands for Grants (Rail
ways) for 1990-91 received upto 11.00 a.m. 
on 21.3.1990 have been circulated. Hon. 
Members present in the House whose Cut 
motions to the Demands for Grants have 
been circulated, may, if they desire to move 
their Cut Motions, send slips to the Table 
within 15 minutes indicating the serial num
bers of the Cut Motions they would like to

move. Those Cut Motk>ns only will be treated 
as moved. A list showing the serial nuirtbers 
of Cut Motions moved will be put on the 
Notice Board shortly. In case any Member 
finds any discrepancy in the list he may 
kindly bring it to the notice of the Officer at the 
Table without delay.

Shri Kumaramangalam.

SHRI P.R.KUMARAMANGALAM (Sa
lem): Mr. Chairman. Sir, I thought that the 
hon. Railway Minister would be present here.

SHRI MULLAPALLY RAMACHAN- 
DRAN (Cannanore): Sir, the Railway Minis
ter is not here. Who is responsible?

MR. CHAIRMAN: As per the rules, he 
need not necessanly be here If the other 
Ministers are preŝ̂ nt.

SHRI P.R.KUMARAMANGALAM: Mr. 
Chairman, Sir. when the Railway Budget 
was presented by my friend, colleague, 
socialist, trade union leader, Minister Mr. 
George Fernandes, one was hoping that in 
thG true sense of the term, he would present 
a budget which is really meant for the 'have 
nets’ and would give all the reliefs that the 
students and the working class of this nation 
had expected from him. Unfortunately, I was 
shaken during the presentation of the budget. 
Of course, a lot of publicity has been done on 
the very ‘free’ Doordarshan and the All India 
Radio which very ‘freely* giver̂ only the views 
of the Government. They have said categori
cally that it is only the First Class fares which 
have gone up and that too only by a mere 17 
per cent while in the Second Class fares 
much lesser increase has t>een done. I would 
like to make it very dear that that is not the 
position and through you I would like to 
request the hon. Railway Minister to correct 
himself or at least correct the positbn.

13.59 hrs.
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Today, the incr6a3»e m SeoDnd Ĉ<̂ss 
fares though voiced the budget in slabs
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works out to a minimum of 18 paroant to 25 
parcent and in tha casa of platform ticKats in 
tha range of nearly 33 par cant. We are all 
awara that tha freight hike is about 10 per 
cent and it was the highest for quite some
time. Even when Mr. Scindia raised it last 
time, he did within the range of 6.5 to 7.5 per 
cent.

14.00 hra.

. Mr. Chairman, Sir, this inaease in fares 
and freight rates will seriously affect the 
economy. My friend, Mr. Arif Mohammad 
Khan is taking over from the hon. Home 
Minister. I find the musical chair is going on 
though the hon. Railway Minister is not there.

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND 
MINISTER OFCIVILAVIATION(SHRI ARIF 
MOHAMMAD KHAN): It is t>ecause, you 
have the musical ears.

SHRI P.R.KUMARAMANGALAM: I 
welcome him and I hope at least, he will 
communicate, what all I am saying, to the 
hon. Railway Minister, though I would have 
expected the hon. Railway Minister to be 
present here. I think, Lok Sabha does not 
deserve that scant respect, because it is a 
Railway Budget, not just a discussbn on any 
subject.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is important to rK>te 
that real revenue is not going to come from 
the first-class tare increase but rather from 
increase in freight rates and the second- 
class passeîer fares. The worst is, we 
Indians specially are very conscious of our 
family and it is a common practice that even 
if one member of the family is going on a 
journey, the whole family goes to the railway 
platform to see him off. It looks like the hon. 
Minister for Railways disapproves of this 
custom and has, therefore, deckled to put a 
penalty on our families when they go to see 
of their sons going for employment or going 
for job or getting transfers. I think, the Minis
ter wouWagree that this is extremely high for 
a country where more than 50% are really

liwng bebw the poverty Nne.

During the last 5 yaars, if I recollect, the 
average cost of increase in input is around 
13.8% and the average increase in revenue 
only 8.2%. The difference was made up by 
increasing the defkaency and was absorbed 
t>y the Railway, In fact, the House would 
congratulate the railwayman over and over 
igain on their ability to absorb the cost. Why 
is it that tNs time not much effort has been 
made in this direction? Or is it that my friend, 
with whom I have been in the same Unnn at 
that time, has bst faith in the working dass, 
especially the railwaymen? The important 
fact, which I wouW request not only this 
House but the whole country to note, is that 
on tha one hand, fares have been increased 
to the ceiling level almost Rates have gone 
up tremendously on the freight side. On the 
other hand, one would have expected at 
least a few concessions to t>e handed down. 
But only the freights were increased. We 
found that the former Railway Minister was 
kind enough to conskJer war widows, kisans, 
deaf and dumb, award-winning teachers, 
IPKF wklows, widows of policeman, eminent 
coaches, Vir Chakra awardees, Gallantary 
Awardees of all types and gave them con- 
cessbns. This time, what has happened? 
Has humanism gone out from the Govern
ment—the humane approach, a k>ok at the 
needy. May I make a request? I am sure, Mr. 
Arif Mohammad Khan sitting here and repre
senting the Qovernmem wouW appreciate 
that when they are talking of empk>yment 
and emptoyment-oriented Government, why 
do they not give free travel to the youth who 
are going for interviews? At least, let them 
not pay out of their pockets for going and 
seeking jobs.

The fact is that students throughout the 
country are not able to travel often because 
of the cost of travel today whether it is 
road or by train. Of Course, Shri Arif Moham
mad Khan has ensured that air fare Is well 
beyond the reach of students and youth. 
Even if they are well-patronised and pro- 
vMed with welHined pockets, still I do not 
think, now a student woukJ dream of taking 
airlkdwt.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: We are not dreaming 
now.

SHRtP.R.KUMARAMANGALAM: Even 
for us, it is beg, borrow or steal. I did not ask 
the hon. Minister for Civil Aviatbn, if like 
Railways, he could also give us passes 
because that seems to be the only optk>n 
nowadays.

The point is that no concession of any 
type has been given to any needy section, (t 
is rather unfortunate that this harsh attitude 
has been taken, it look like that Government 
is sitting on the high horse, living in the ivory- 
tower, looking down on the people of this 
country and saying “Well, you have voted me 
to power. Have you? I will show you how I 
can collect the Bill even if it is at the cost of 
crippling hardship.”

The Budget for the nation has already 
been presented. We ail know with the hike in 
fuel prices, how the charges in transport, 
road transport specially, are going to rise, to 
almost beyond control. I do not know whether 
my friend.Shri Arif Mohammad Khan will 
again revise air fares. One does not know 
but I hope-he was in consultation with the 
hon. Finance Minister earlier*and.therefore, 
he would not revise. But the rail fares any
way have already gone up. In the present 
state of affairs, with inflation already on the 
rise and with double digit inflation round the 
corner, the question in front of all of us is **ls 
it necessary to hike the passenger fares to 
such a high level and, on top of that the 
freights? This is a question which I would like 
to pose before the Minister and plead with 
him-l do not want to pressurise him-that 
when the earlier Minister for Railways would 
have reduced the burden on the common 
man, why cannot a socialist Minister also 
reduce it and have a little bit of the cost of 
inputs absorbed by the railways itself.

On passenger amenities, I not a new 
quality in my friend Shri George Fernandes, 
the hon. Minister for Railways. He has also 
learnt the art of twisting figures, covering up 
a few, and placing what suits him. On pas
senger amenities, he has stated that the

average-if I recollect rightly-was Ra. 15.6 
crores in the Seventh Plan andisgiad 
to alkx̂ate Rs. 28 crores. What he does not 
mention is that last year for passenger 
amenities, the alkx:atk>n was Rs. 25.13 crores 
and this years he has Increased It only by Rs. 
2.87 crores whereas last year Shri 
Madhavrao Scindia increased it by nearly 
Rs. 6 crores. He has reduced the standard 
increase that Is going on every year for 
passenger amenities by 50%. a quick shot 
but beautifully presented in the form of what 
Is called divertive statistfcs.

On the other hand, he also had men
tioned right in the beginning of his Budget 
speech that the target for revenue earning 
originating load forecast was 316 milibn 
tonnes and his estimate was it will fall short, 
and we will be having about 311 million 
tonnes he has also mentbned that this is 
essentially due to the first few months of the 
last financial year indicating, of course, that 
it was the fault of the then Congress Govern
ment. But the position really is that till Octo
ber. 1989 the shortfall was 1.9 milibn tonnes 
only. It is in the last three months we find this 
position. I understand that the 5 million 
shortage is liable to go to 6 milton tonnes 
shortage in the target. 4.1 million is going to 
be attributed to the new Government. Why 
there is this sudden drop in the efficiency? 
That is the major questbn that is before us. 
When the Minister raised the freight charges 
and also the passenger fares, at least the 1 
minimum that the people could expect from 
the Government is efficient planning. As far 
as the freight charges are concerned, we 
have hiked them up year by year. I think soon 
we will be paying more than treble the rates 
that were there in 1980.1 think we will really 
cross it. But every day when It comes to 
facilities.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude

SHRI P.R. KUMARAMANGALAM: 
Please give me five minutes. I wouki like to 
complete with a certain amount of clarity so 
that my friend Shri Arif Mohammad Khan will 
convey to the Railway Ministerbecause he is 
not here.
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MR. CHAIRMAN; Ha will convey it. 
PlaaMdonI worry.

SHRi P.R. KUMARAMANGALAM: The 
most important point is that there was a 
system teing thought of and planned.

SHRI VAKKOM PURUSHOTHAMAN 
(Alleppey): Sir, the point is that the hon. 
Railway Minister must be here. It is not that 
just any Minister can tie here. I would re
quest Shri Arif Mohammad Khan to convey 
these things.

SHRI. MULLAPPALLY RAMACHAN- 
DRAN (Cannanore): Ho is aproxy 
here... {Interruption̂

SHRI P.R. KUMARAMANGALAM: I do 
not want to use the term which the Prime 
Minister used a few days ago.

SHRI VAKKOM PURUSHOTHAMAN: 
As per rules, the hon. Railway Minister should 
be present.

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND 
MINISTEROFCIVILAVIATION (SHRI ARIF 
MOHAMMAD KHAN): He is busy in Rajya 
Sabha Government is taking note of it.

SHRI P.R. KUMARAMANGALAM; For 
the Railway Budget, Rajya Sabha is more 
important. We understand the message.

SHRI ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN: R is 
not that he has contempt for this House. He 
was here. He has to reply there. That is 
a\\.(lnt9rruptk>ns)

SHRI P.R. KUMARAMANGALAM: But 
the money Bills are more important. The 
Minister should know it better. It is up to the 
Government to think. If they are interested 
that is good. One understands the attitude of 
this Government from the way in which the 
passenger fares and freight charges have 
been hH<ed.

Sir, there was a system called the Freight 
Operatton Informal   ̂stem to be built in, 
in 1986. It wac pvaiuated at about Fte. 1100

ciores of which nearly Rs. 600 crores were 
estimated for more oommunteation. The 
important think is that this particular system, 
if brought in and not scrapped, wouM save 
us nearly Rs. 2000crores in rolling stock and 
make the facility available that every single 
wagon is available in real time i.e. if I had 
hired a wagon and if I had put my goods in it 
as a customer, at any time I could know 
where the wagon was en route and there 
wouM be effkriency. I wouM request the hon. 
Minister to provkle this service to the com
mon man at least. At least, customer satis- 
factton must be taken into account.

Sir, the hon. Minister has states in his 
speech that he proposes to announce death 
compensatton i.e. in the even of an acckient, 
the compensatbn payable wouM be from 
Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 2 lakhs. I think it wouki be 
advisable to him not to announces this be
cause it has already been announced by the 
former Railway Minister in Parliament, it 
wouM not really kx>k nkso. It is a matter of 
record. I don't have to dispute that. It is 
emban-assing that the Railway Minister has 
been put in this situation.

Regarding productton of First Class 
coaches, he made a tovely announcement: 
“we are stopping it herewtth." Such a deci- 
s»n was already taken in 1965-%6 by the 
prevtous Government, in fact, last years only 
five to 10 coaches of First Class were made 
because of certain shortages in rolling stock.

I wouM congratulate the hon. Minister 
for taking efforts to introduce a few new 
trains. Hovraver I have my own demand from 
my constituency as every Member wouki 
have. But I feet a little bit hurt. I wonder he 
think it fair to play around with these trains. 
Regarding the Ahmedabad-GwaSorExprese,< 
he has pulled it up to Gorakhpur now. Sup
pose, the same thing is done by the next 
Railway Minister in respect of Bombay* 
Muzaff arpur Weekly Express, I want to know 
what his readbn woukJ be? It is not fair, it is 
a normal courtesy that one Minister does not 
pull the legs of the earlier one. However, it is 
left to him. I have a personal demand for my 
constituency. We had a train known as
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Cheran Express which used to run on a dally 
basts. It has been converted into a night train 
and we do not get to see the sight of any fast 
train. Thereby people from Salem to Madras 
are not able to commute as quickly as they 
would like to. My request is that the old 
facility of day train between Erode-Salem* 
Madras be made available so that the ladies 
and the people going on work can go inthe 
morning and come back In the evening.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is a West Coast 
Express.

SHRIP.R.KUMARAMANGALAM: West 
Coast is a slow tram and is always late. 
There Is a train by name West Coast Ex
press. This would be usually the answer. But 
the West Coast is generally late. It starts at
8.00 A.M. and reaches at 2.00 P.M. or 2.15 
P.M. or 2.30 P.M. or sometimes 3.00 P.M. It 
is invariably too late. It never reaches really 
in time for us to do any work in Madras and 
return.

There is a long outstanding demand 
that Salem should be made a division. Now 
the Divisbnal Headquarters, I think, is in 
Palghat. It is too far way. I wouW request that 
it be divided and Palghat has its own division 
and Salem be given its own division so that 
there is facility to the people of that area. If 
one looks at the viability and economics of it. 
you would find that efficiency has improved 
more than double-fokJ in this.

Another important point is that many of 
the new lines that are being proposed to be 
laid in this Budget, this year, actually were 
sanctioned by the prevtous Government. 
Not only that. Many of them have already 
been inaugurated. I woukJ request the Min
ister to check up whether they have been 
inaugurated earlier, than rather go and inau> 
gurate them again now because I under> 
stand, that there is a serk>us possit)ility of 
such an error taking place.

One wouW have expected that the hon.
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Minister wouM really keepthe workers* prob* 
lem in mind. He has made sympathetk: 
noises, ̂hren sympathetic sentences an̂ 
showed sympathetk: expressbn. But the 
point whk̂ is relevant Is that today in the 
Railways there are just two recognised un
ions which are recognised nnore because of 
inheritance rather than because they have 
proved their strength among the working 
class. They have been recognised now 
almost for over twenty years. {IntBrrupthns)

The point that is relevant is that no 
unions in the Railways have been allowed to 
correspond on the workers’ problem. My 
request to the hon. Minister of Railways is 
that he has also been a leader of the union 
which is unrecognised and he knows the 
problem. Why is it that he does not permit or 
direct the Railways to permit unrecognised 
unions also to at least correspond on their 
problems'? Let them write letters and receive 
the replies. Nobody is talking of negotia< 
tions. At least let the grievances be brought 
to the notk:e of the concerned officials. Infor
mal discussion shouki be permitted. May be 
not P & P meeting and monthly meeting. This 
minimum, Iwouki expect the hon, Ministerto 
extend.

Lastly, I wouM like to only end up by 
saying that there is a strongdemand through
out the natbn irrespective of politk:al ook>ur 
that the passenger fares be reduced at least 
reduce the second dass passenger fares. I 
am not asking you to reduce first dass pas
senger fares. But at least reduce second 
class passenger fares. At least reduce the 
increase in the season tk:kets and the plat
form ttekets —the thing that affects the poor, 
the needy commonman.

You have increased it by double over. My 
last request is, be a little humane, think of the 
youth going to seek a job; he has been called 
for an interview; don't fleece him at least at 
that time. There is a level to whksh you can 
expk>it the people.

My plea is that the hon. Minister may 
conskier this Budget which, to say the worst.
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Is not avan a fair budget, it is an axploltativa 
budgat.

DR. LAXMINARAYAN f»ANDEY 
(Mandsaur): I bag to mova:

That tha damand undar the Haad 
Railway Board ba raducad to Ra.1 *

[Failure to have an additional 
Memt>er(Member Stores) in the 
Railway Board] (7)

That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Aoquisitions, Construction and 
Replacement l>e reduced by Rs. 100."

[Need to run a new passenger tram 
l̂etween Ajmer and Khandwa.] (21)

“That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisitions, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced t>y Rs. ̂ 00.”

[Need to provide additbnal sleeper 
quota at Mandsaur, Neemuch and 
Jaora on Ajmer-Khandwa sectfon 
in  the  Kachiguda- 
Ajmer(Meenakshi) Express ] (22)

"That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisltion, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.”

[Need to extend Kota-Chittorgarh- 
Neemuch broad gauge line upto 
Ratlam.] (23)

That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.”

[Need to constoict railway bridge 
near Neemuch, Mandsaur, Jaora 
and Ratlam Statbns.] (24)

That tha demand under the Head 
AssMs-Aoquisition. Construction and 
RepiacefnenI be reduced by Rs. '< 00.’

êed to run shuttle train for pas
sengers at Chiuorgarti-Ratlam

s«;tlon(W.R.).](!»}

That the demand under the Head 
Operating Expanaas-Traffic ba ra< 
duoad by Rs. 100.'

[Need to extend Neemuch CMttof' 
gart) Shuttle upto Ratlam and 
Udaipur keeping in view tha traum- 
port naads of Jaora Mandsore and 
Neemuch on Western Railway.] 
(210)

That the demand under the Head 
Operating Expenses-Traffic be re
duced by Rs. 100'

[Need to stop superfast trains at 
Shamgarh station of Western Rail
way keeping in vie\«the Movement 
of passengers and tourist traffic for 
Chamb.](21l)

That the demand under the Head 
Railway Board be reduced by Rs. 100.”

(Need to lift tian on new recruitment 
in Railways.] (250)

That the demand undar the Haad 
Railway Board be reduced by Rs. 100.'

[Need to encourage the use of Hindi 
for the normal official work by the 
Railway Board.] (251)

SHRI GIRDHARI LAL BHARGAVA 
(Jaipur): I beg to move.

That the demand under the Head 
Operating Expenses-Traffic be re
duced by Rs. 100.”

(Need lo provMe a stoppage for 
Chelak and Marudher Express 
trains at Jassi and Harsoli raOway 
stalk»ns.](221)

That the dam ana under the Head 
Operating Expanses-Traffic be re
duced by Rs. 100.'
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[Need to construct an over bridge 
on the railway track leading to 
Hasanpura at Jaipur railway sta
tion.] (222)

“That the demand under the Head 
Operating Expenses-TraSfic be re
duced by Rs. 100.’

[Need to run two shuttle trains to 
facilitate rail traKic from Bandt Kui 
to Phulera railway station.] (223)

"That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.”

[Need to convert the Jaipur-Phul- 
era-Jodhpur and Jaisalmer metre 
gauge line into broad gauge.] (229)

“That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement t>e reduced by Rs. 100.”

[Need to lay railway line between 
Reengus Junction and Dataram 
Garhivia Sawai Shyamji because 
of Its religious importance.] (230)

Tfiat the demand unoer the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100."

[Need to construct an over bridge 
on Sonepat Railway crossing.] 
(231)

" That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.”

[Need to construct railway line from 
Kurukhsetra to Jagadari Railway 
Workshopvia village Narayangarh.] 
(270)

" That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.”
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[Need to run an additionatl shuttt* 
train on Oelhi-Sonepat-Panipat 
railway line.] (271)

* That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.’

[Need to double the Delhi-Jaipur 
railway line.] (272)

" That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 1 CO.*

[Need to convert the Jaipur Sawai 
Madhopur metre-gauge railway line 
into broad-gauge.] (273)

" That the demand under the Head 
Assets-AcquisKion, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.”

[Need to construct a railway over
bridge over Jhatwara Malaviya 
Nagar railway crossing in Jaipur 
city.] (274)

 ̂That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Constructton and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100."

[Need to lay ring railway line to 
solve the traff k; problems of Jaipur 
city.] (275)

* That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Constructbn and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.* 
[Need to convert the Delhi-Jaipur- 
Ahmedabad metre-gauge line into 
broad gauge line.] (276)

" That the demand under the Head 
Assets-Acquisition, Construction and 
Replacement be reduced by Rs. 100.”

[Need to convert the Agra-Mathura- 
Alwar metre gauge line into broad- 
gauge line.] (277)
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SHRI SURYA NARAYAN SINGH 
(Balia): Mr. Chairman. Sir, the National Front 
Govemmant assumad office with a popular 
mandate to malce basic changes in the anti
people policies of the R̂ v Government and 
to give them new orientation in the public 
interest and make them more liberal. When 
the Railway Budget was presented, it was 
expected that a balanced position will be 
maintained in the Budget and more attention 
yvill be paid towards the developmant of the 
backward areas of the country. But I do not 
find any such thing in the Railway Budget. 
The people of Bihar were more hopeful. But 
it is a misfortune that even the Railway 
Ministers hailing from Bihar totally neglected 
tehar and did not think about K. This time also 
no attention has been paid to the role of 
t-ailways in removing the backwardness and 
poverty in Bihar. While speaking on this 
Budget, an hon. Member from Bihar, Shn 
Yuvraj had highlighted the problem of back
wardness in Bihar. I fully agree to his views 
and through you, I would like to submit a few 
more points before the hon. Minister of Rail
ways.

Sir, you are quite aware of the situation 
in Bihar. In my constituency, Barauni is a 
very important railway junction. Thousands 
of passengers visit the capital city of Patna 
daily through this junction and due to that 
number of daily passengers goes on in
creasing. There was a need to introduce 
more trains on this route, but fhe proposal 
was dropped. The train that used to leave 
Barauni statnn early in the morning has 
been cancelled. One more train originating 
from Samast̂r in whksh thousands of 
people visited Patna in the morning and* 
returned in the evening has also been can
celled. The route of the train running be
tween Samast̂r and Danapur has also 
been changed atongwlth its time table. This 
train passed through Barauni junction in the 
night and due to that the passengers who 
used togoto Patnadaily cannot go and it has 
become ahnost impossibto for them to do so.

So far as fhe otftar parte of Bihar are

corwerned, there are still somedistrk:! head
quarters in Bihar which have not been linked 
1̂ rail. Ranchi road to Hazarlxmh, Girtdih, 
Madhupur to Dumka etc. have not been 
connected by rail. You are aware that though 
rich in mineral resources and natural wealth 
the Chhota Nagpur area in Bihar continues 
to be backward. Due to regk>nal imbalance a 
number of serious problems have emerged 
in the Chhota Nagpur area. Hon’ble Mem
bers of Parliament are well aware of this 
problem and the Government is also not 
ignorant of the fact as to what a grave situ
ation would emerge in the area. But the 
railways have no time to think that the area 
whk:h could provMe so much of revenue to 
the State as well as to the Central Govern
ment shoukf remain so backward in the 
matter of railways. The distrnt headquarters 
is also not having railway facility and it has 
not so far been lirriced by rail. I am sure that 
the hon. Minister of Railways will take the 
above points into conskieratnn. There was 
a discussion in this regard yesterday. It was 
about the cancellatk>n of some branch lines 
in this backward area which catered to the 
needs of a large numt>er of people. All these 
line haves almost been dosed on the plea 
that these are not economk»l. Due to that 
people visiting Mughyr ghat, one of the most 
important commercial centres of Bihar, from 
Sahebpur Kamal are experiencing much 
inconvenience due to cancellatk>n of trains 
on these branch lines. Though it is a stand
ing demand of the people of the area the 
prevnus Government dki not consider this 
demand. Agitatons were launched but the 
Govemment dkf not take any steps. The 
people of the area entertained high hopes 
from the National Front Government They 
hope that the new Govemment will oonskler 
their demand sympathetically and restore 
the train sen̂ioes which were running on the 
branch lines at Sahebpur, Kama!. Mughyr 
ghat, Arah, Sasaram, Phatuha and ielwn- 
pur. The route of the train which ran between 
Phatuha and Islampur was supposed to be 
extended uplo Bodha Gaya, a place of pil
grimage not only for the people of Bihar but . 
for aH the Buddhist also, but it was cancelled 
thus causing a tot of hardship to ̂  people. 
This has been a point of discusskw for last
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several days. This has been the main issue 
of agitation but the previous Government did 
not pay any attention. Today, you will have to 
listen to the demands of those people. Will 
the earlier position be allowed to continue?

There has all along been a<Ji$cussion 
on Bihar. Though it is rich in natural re
sources and has abundant natural wealth, it 
Is a most backward state due to wrong 
policies of the Government. It suffers from 
regional and economic imbalances. This has 
been the case with several other States and 
the country faces Its consequences. This 
type of serious things are taking place in 
several states. Should Bihar fall In line with 
others? What is the course left for it? If Bihar 
is given a step—motherly treatment for all 
time to come, do you think that the people of 
Bihar will always remain mute spectators. If 
the demand of the people goes unheard, 
what alternative is left for them for removing 
their backwardness? In this connection, I 
woukJ like to raise a point. It is a very grave 
situation. A railway workshop was set up in 
Samastipur in 1981 where railway coaches 
were manufactured and repaired. There was 
a foundry. About 1500 workers worked in the 
foundry. Do you know the present condition 
of that foundry? The number of workers has 
beon reduced to 511. Manufacturing and 
repairing of coaches have been stopped. 
The workshop has almost been wound up. 
There couW have been proposals to mod
ernise the above workshop where manufac
turing and repairing of coaches could have 
been undertaken. Besides, equipments 
useful in railways could also have been 
manufactured in the foundry. But the work
shop has totally been closed. This question 
was raised time and again in skie and out 
skie this House. Representatbns were sent 
to Railways. But nobody hastimetoconskler 
the problems arising out of the closure of the 
workshop. There was a new hope in the 
working class after the Railway Minister, 
Shri George Fernandes took charge. They 
thought that their standing problems which 
they are facing till today, wouki be solved 
through effective steps. The main demand of
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the 1974 Railway strike which was (ed by 
George Sahib was that Railways shoukJ be 
given same status as industries. The dispar
ity in the salaries of railway empbyees should 
also be removed. Many employees were 
vctimised. They should be reinstated. Prof. 
Dandavate was the Railway Minister when 
Janata Party came to power in 1977. At that 
time, all those who were victimised during 
1974 strike were reinstated but the people 
who were dismissed during the 1988 strike, 
have not been reinstated so far. George 
Sahib is the leader of Railwayman and even 
today people of working class conskier him 
to be their leader. People want vtetimisation 
to stop and the dismissed to be reinstated. 
We were hopeful and the entire working 
class of the country had faith that the newly 
formed Government and the Railway Minis
ter would announce that all those who were 
punished and dismissed by the Rajiv Gandhi 
Government for labour agitatk>ns and for 
raising voice against unjustk:e, wouki be 
reinstated. It wouki have been a welcome 
step. We thought that this Railway Budget 
wouki at least mention that a new policy wilt 
be declared forthe working class but nothing 
has been done in this regard. It is a very 
serk>us questbn. Just now an hon. Member 
said that when demands are raised in other 
industries by the employees, negotiations 
take place, and sometimes, there is struggle 
and sometimes there is compromise. Rail
ways is the biggest public sector undertak
ing whk̂h empk>ys maxinium number of 
people. There is a feeling that these employ
ees are more or less like bonded labourers. 
They cannot even voice their grievances 
before their officers. Whenever, they raise 
their voice or launch agitations for their 
demands, they are either dismissed from 
servk:es, placed under suspension or trans
ferred. Nobody dares to speak. Had it been 
during the Rajiv Gandhi Government even 
after 43 years of Independence, one couki 
understand*, but this system still continues. 
Problems In Railways can be solved by 
bringing structural changes in Railway 
administration and by safeguarding the 
democratic rights of railway empbyees. But 
nobody is ready to think how this high hand
edness In Railways could be stopped, how
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Railways could earn more profit and how 
Railway could play an effective role in re
moving backwardness in different parts of 
the country. If nothing is done in this regard, 
we will think that the Government is continu* 
ing withihe same policies as the Rajiv Gandhi 
Government and if new and fundamental 
changes are not made consequences can 
be bad.

In the end, hon. Chairman, Sir, railway 
fares have been increased on the pretext of 
expansbn of railway lines, manufacturing of 
new coaches and more amenities to pas
sengers. Passengerfares and freight charges 
have been increased and an extra burden of 
Rs. 892 crores has been thrown on those 
who are already fed up of rising prices. What 
Is the justification? Can Railways be run only 
by raising fares and freight charges. Is there 
no other way to meet the economic burden of 
the railways. The Budgetary provisions are 
decreasing and Railways is meeting its 
demands by mobilising internal resources 
and by raising loans etc. But Railways has to 
discharge social responsibility and therefore 
the tosses should be met by Budgetary 
support. If the Budgetary support goes on 
decreasing and freight and fares go on In
creasing, It will lead to spurt in inflation and 
there will be more burden on common man. 
I would like to submit to the hon. Railway 
Minister, through you. that hike in railway 
fares and freight should be withdrawn and 
efforts should be made to increase the 
Budgetary support to meet the losses so that 
the Railways could discharge its social re
sponsibility and the common man is not over 
burdened.
SHRI HARISH RAWAT(Almora): Mr. 

Chairman, Sir, I am on a point of order. 
Tomorrow, Home Minister will not be pres
ent here. It was agreed in the House yester
day that discussion on Nizamuddin incident 
will be held today but the hon. Home Minister 
is not present here. We would like to listen to 
him. Therefore, if the Government agrees, 
we can take it up today.

[English]

SHRI IBRAHiM SULAIMAN SAIT 
(Manjen): Sir, this is a very sertous matter

about which the Minister made a statement 
and it was pressed for discusston. It was saki 
so yesterday but was not done. It was put off 
for today. T(̂ay they said that it is for tomor
row and again it has been asked for today. 
Again they might want to put it off for tomor
row for some reason. I do not want the 
discusston to be put off like this. This is a very 
serious matter.

SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN (Cooch 
Bihar): Yesterday evening the BAC decided 
that it should not be admitted for today and it 
should be for tomorrow.

[Translation]

SHRI MADAN LAL KHURANA(South 
Delhi): I do not have all the documents with 
me just now because I was not aware that it 
would be taken up today. I can bring them.

[English]

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND 
MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION(SHRI ARIF 
MOHAMMAD KHAN): Sir, the hon. Member 
has pointed out that the Home Minister will 
not be in Delhi tomorrow and hence he has 
suggested that the discussion shall be taken 
up today itself. The Home Minister will be 
here today. The Government has no objec
tion to take up the discussion at 5 O* Clock 
today.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Is it the wish of the 
House that the discussion under Rule 193 
regarding the incident in Nizamuddin area, 
meant for tomorrow, be taken up today at 5 
PM?

MANY HON. MEMBERS: Yes. we 
agree.

MR. CHAIRMAN: So, the discusston 
under Rule 193 regarding the Nizamuddin 
incident will be taken up by the House at 5 
PM today. Now, Jorawar Ram may speak.

[Translation]

SHRIJORAWAR RAM (Palamau): Hon. 
Chairman. Sir. I am a new member of this
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Lok Sabha and this is my maiden speech. I 
want to submit about the most b̂ ward 
areas of Bihar, Chhota Nagpur and Paiamau 
which is my constituency. Railways is the 
backbone of our economy. The hon. Railway 
Minister shouki think, after the discussions 
on the Railway Budget are over, as to how 
Railways can progress further and how we 
could optimise its utillsatk>n in the socialistic 
structure. The existing railway lines in my 
area have been laid in the British period and 
no new railway line has been laid there 
during the last 42 years. After 42 years of 
independence, people had this feeling that a 
new track, passing through the major cities 
would be laid, one day or the other, but it has 
not been laid so far. 45% of our country’s 
mineral wealth is found in my constituency of 
Chhota Nagpur and Paiamau area. It is very 
necessary to lay the railway track in this 
area. If a railway track is laid between Bar- 
wadih and Chirmiri, which is in Madhya 
Pradesh, It would help in reducing the dis
tance between Bombay and Calcutta. Con- 
structton work on the railway line connecting 
the East with the West, began during the 
British regime and went on till 1956 and then 
it came to a standstill. Work on statk>ns and 
culverts upto a distance of 50*60 kibmetres 
from Barwadih, came to a stop in 1956 and 
to dale, it has not been re-started. Adivasis 
devell alongside the railway line from. Bar
wadih to Chirmiri (Madhya Pradesh). The 
constructbn of this railway line Is essential 
for the development of these tribals, yet it 
has not been completed. If railway services 
are introduced in that area, people wouki get 
employment and there would be a social 
awakening. The area lying between Barwa> 
dih and Chirmiri abounds in mineral wealth 
and the completion of the railway line would 
not only bring about devek>pment in the 
region, but also it wouki ensure proper ex- 
ploitatbn of the mineral resources.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, only a single railway 
line links Ranchi with Lohardagga or 
Chandwa or Hazaribagh with Ranchi and 
Gaya with Patna and to date, it has not been 
converted into a double line. Patna and
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Gaya are ancient cities where people from 
all walks of life and people from all over the 
world come to perform religkHis rituals '*Pind 
daan.” Patna, which was earlier known as 
Pataliputra, too is an ancient city and despite 
repeated please to link both the cities with a 
double line, it has not been done so far. In 
order to strengthen the unity and integrity of 
the country, I would like to suggest that 
keeping in mind the economb structure of 
the railways a committee, consisting of all 
the members of Parliament be formed and 
let the committee see to it that all important 
places in the country are linked through an 
extensive railway network, on a war footing, 
either through voluntary contribution of la
bourers or through assistance by members 
themselves. We can give full co-operation to 
the Government, in this regard. Let the 
committee review the work and present a 
report to the Government.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to thank 
the hon. Railway Minister, for the proposals 
he has brought fon̂̂ ard in his Budget. I would 
also like to express my happiness over the 
decision to make arrangements for the sup
ply of tea in small earthern bowls (Kulhars) in 
place of plastic cups. This has added more 
meaning to the life of potters. This would give 
them an opportunity to earn some money. 
Apart from this, it would also provkJe emptey- 
ment opportunities to 15' crores weavers in 
the country. Not only I but peopid throughout 
the country would weteome this Step. How
ever, along with this. I would also like to 
mention here the mistake of increasing the 
price of platform tbkets from one rupee to 2 
rupees. The fare for travelling from one sta
tion to the next statk>n is only rupees 1.50. 
Hence, if the price of platform tk̂ket Is in
creased to 2 rupees then it is but natural, that 
the fare for travelling from one station to the 
next too should be increased to rupees two. 
A majority of our people belong to the tower 
strata of society and even they wouki be 
forced to pay rupees 2, when they go to 
receive or send off their guests, at the rail
way statton. Therefore, my request is to 
reduce the prbe of platform tk:ket from 2 
rupees to 1 rupee. I have one more submis* 
Sion to make. During the tenure ofthe former
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Rai ivay Minister Shri Madhavarao Scindia 
two trains used Ip run between Delhi and 
Ran :hi*-4efore his iMoonting the Railway 
Minister, two trains, that is 161 UP and 101 
Up use to run between Delhi and Ranchi. 
After his t>ecoming the Railway Minister, 
Shri iiAadhavrao Scindia diverted some of 
the trains to his own area and.the frequency 
of tra n services from Delhi to Ranchi has 
been reduced form nine times a week to 
seven times a week. I wouki like the present 
Railway Minister to restore the earlier posi
tion, with regard to rail servk:e$ between 
Delhi and Ranchi. This train, which earlier 
used to reach its destination within 20-22 
hours, now takes 24-26 hours and some
times even upto 30 hours and moreover It 
reaches after 10 p.m. causing a tot of incon
venience to the passengers. I also request 
the hon. Railway Minister to increase the 
frequency of the Shaktipunj that runs be
tween Chopan and Catoutta from the pres
ent twtoe a week to a daily service, because 
the train passes through the Chhota Nagpur 
region and the districts including Palamau 
and Ranchi and in order to bring about the 
development of the Chhota Nagpur regton 
whtoh is a tribal area and of its people, it is 
necessary to increase the frequency of 
Shaktipunj twice a week to a daily service. I 
would like to make a submisston that Pala> 
mau is a very poor and backward distrtot. In 
1962, when Shri Jagjivan Ram was the 
Railway Minister, he introduced the Pala
mau Express. Being a fast train, it used to 
.take only six hours to reach Daitonganj from * 
Patna and vice versa and this immensely 
benefited the people of Palamau district. 
During the recent elections to the State 
Assembly, the former Prime Minister, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi boarded the Palamau Express 
and toured that area. He too observed that 
the Palamau Express, whtoh earlier used to 
take only six hours to reach Patna from 
Daitonganj now take ten hours and it ran like 
a passenger train. I request the hon. Railway 
Minister to see to it that, the tram takes only 
six hours to reach Daitonganj from Patna 
and vtoe versa, as was the case earlier, so 
that the people of Palamau distrkn coukl

avail of its benefits. With these words, I 
conclude my speech.

•SHRI R. JEEVARATHINAM (Ar- 
akkonam); Hon’ble Chairman, Sir, I feel 
extremely glad to rise and say a few words 
on the Railway Budget for 1990-91 pre
sented by our Hon. Railway Minister.

I wish to make afewdemands in respect 
of my State and parttoularly my Arakkonam 
ConstituerK:y.

The construction of a road overbrklge 
near Arakkonam Railway station is a tong 
pending demand. That shouki k>e constructed 
expeditbusly. Hon. Minister may kindly alto- 
cate funds for the purpose in̂the Budget.

Next is the Arakkonam Railway Statton. 
It was constructed by the British 100 yeans 
ago. Indian Railways have celebrated Its 
century. But efforts have not so far been 
taken to modernise the statton. I requested 
hon. Railway Minister to visit the State two 
months ago, I requested him to come and 
personally see for himself, the Railway Sta- 
tbn as well as the Arakkonam Engineering 
Workshop. He agreed to my request. Unfor
tunately, he could not make the visit. I make 
this request with all emphasis for I know Hon. 
Minister was a labour leader for tong and if he 
personally inspects the workshop, he would 
definitely lament over the condittons in whtoh 
the workers in the workshop are working. I 
therefore, once again request the Minister to 
pay a personal visit to the workshop.

Sir, there Is a train at 6.30 A.M. from 
Arakkonam to Katpadi. It reaches Katpadi at 
8.30 A.M. Nearly 1000 passengers go to 
Katpadi by this train. However there is no 
return train facility in the evening. The pas
sengers are. therefore, stranded at Katpadi. 
Brindavan Express Passengers who wish to 
go to Arakkonam and Kanchipuram also 
alight at Katpadi as that Express does not 
stop at Arakkonam and Kanchipuram also 
alight at Katpadi as that Express does not 
stop at arakkonam. They are also stranded ;

•Tranetalbn of the speech originally delivered in TamH.
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at Katpadi. If the Govt, introduces a train 
fronn Katpadi to Arakkonam, rt will greatly 
mitigate the sufferings of the passengers 
stranded at katpadi. The proposed train 
should start at 6.30 P.M. and reach Ar
akkonam at 8. P.M. The Railway authorities 
have already agreed to the proposal. It is 
only reasonable that the proposal agreed by 
the prevk)us Govt, is implemented by the 
successive Govt, as after all the proposal 
would benefit the people. Unfortunately, the 
Minister is not here. I hope the able Minister 
Shri Arif Mohd. Khan would definitely com
municate my views and request the Minister 
to fulfil my demand.

There is a large unit of BHEL in Ranipet. 
CISF training centre is also there. A naval 
base is coming up in Ranipet. There are 
many other industries in Ranipet. Keeping in 
view the fast development taking place in 
Ranipet, I request the Hon. Minister to intro
duce an electric train from Arakkonam to 
Katpadi. Presently electric trains are running 
from Madras to Arakkonam. But from Ar
akkonam to Katpadi, there is no electric 
train. If the electric railway from Madras to 
Arakkonam is further extended upto Katpadi 
it would greatly contribute to the industrial 
progress of Ranipet and Katpadi and also to 
the creation of employment opportunities. I 
request the Hon. Minister to examine this 
proposal also.

I would like to say a few words about the 
staff welfare. Casual workers and Khalasis 
who have put in three years of service should 
invariably be made permanent employees. 
There are at present many vacant lands 
belonging to railways. Free Pattas or Pattas 
at concessional rates should be provided to 
poor railwayman and housing finance should 
be arranged for them through banks for 
constructing houses.

The Govt, has deckied to go for con- 
\.rete sleepers Instead of wooden sleepers 
to preserve forests. I welcome the proposal. 
But I would like to request the Hon. Minister 
to consider the proposal of entrusting the
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productbn of the concrete sleepers to pri
vate Individuals zone-wise.

Sir, the second-class coaches have 
become worn-out. The seats are Infested 
with bugs and other insects. Sanitary condi- 
tk>ns are very poor. Gradually, thesecoaches 
should be replaced by new ones.

After 1.30 PM till 10 PM in the night, 
there Is no train from Madras to Bangabre. 
Passengers have to wait for 9 hours. There 
is heavy rush In the mails that run after 10 
PM. Thefts are very common in the traffc 
congestion. I, therefore, request the Hon. 
Minister to introduce a new train from Ma
dras to Bangalore whk:h should start from 
Madras at 5.30 PM in the evening and reach 
Bangalore at 11. PM. Similarly, another new 
train should start from Bangalore at 5.30 PM 
and reach Madras at 11.PM. When Shri 
Jaffer Sheriff was the Railway Minister, the 
proposal was examined and he agreed to 
the proposal. Unfortunately, as he suddenly 
demitted his office, the proposal coukJ not be 
implemented. As the K̂n. Minister bebngs 
to that part, I hope he wouM agree to my 
request for introducing a new Madras-Ban- 
gabre and Bangabre-Madras train.

At present from Madras to Mangabre, 
one had to take a circuitou routevia Katpadi, 
Jolarpet, Coimbatore, Palghat, Kallikot and 
then reach Mangabre. It involves time and 
an avoidable distance of 200 Kms. i want to 
suggest an alternative. From Madras upto 
Bangalore there is BG line. Upto Mysore 
there is MG line. From Mysore a linecouki be 
extended to Mangabre via K.R. Nagar, 
Veerarsyapet, Sambaji intheooorg regbn. A 
survey may be conducted for this purpose. 
This would help peopb in the cooig area to 
travel to Madras, Cabutta, Delhi and Howrah. 
The coorg area is aforest area. If the region 
is to develop, this train must be introduced. 
This matter should, therefore, receive seri
ous attentbn of the Government.

The Minister has tokJ that they wouU 
discontinue the productbn of A.C. first dass 
coaches. This dectsbn was taken by the 
Hon. former Prime Minister Shri RajivGaridhl
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ThisGovomm̂nt is simpiy implementing the 
decision. However, I congratulate them for 
this.

Cool drinking water is not being <̂o- 
vided ki second dass coaches. The passen
gers in the second class coaches are also 
human beings. They should also be served 
with cool drinking water.

Hon. Railway Minister is a votary of 
sodaiism. But he has increased the fare of 
platform tickets. When the Govt, raised the 
platfomi ticket to Re.1. Hon. then Member 
Madhu Dandavate made hue and cry over 
the matter. But today this Govt, has raised it 
to Rs.2/~ All the parties in this House oppose 
this increase. The worst affected are the 
men serving in the defence forces. Particu
larly in my North Arcoo district, there are a 
large number of persons serving In defence 
forces. They often move out of places on 
duty. When they travel to long distance in 
train, their kith and kin come to the station to 
bad them a tearful farewell. Only the com- 
monmen are affected by this increase in the 
Fare of platform trckets. The fare should 
therefore be maintained at Rs. 1.50/-

Next is the hike in second class fares. 
Already the commonmen in reeling under 
the pressure of exorbitant rise in prices. 
Petrol prices have been hiked. Consequently, 
bus fares have also been increased. There* 
tore.theonly modeof tong-distancetravel by 
train available to the commonmen should 
not cost him very dearly. But the oppressive 
fare hices have put the commonmen in a 
;>athetk:oonditk>n. The JanatadalGovt. whk:h 
dabns to speak for the poor and the down
trodden shouki not choose to oppress the 
mmmonmen by these hĤes. Therefore, I 
urge upon the Hon. Minister to drop these 
hike infares. I hail from aoonstituency mostly 
Inhabited by railwaymen. Rallwaymen do 
not like these increases In fares. Therefore, 
accept the pubik: opinbn and act accord- 
ingly.

I also raquast tlw Hon. Minister thal<ra 
train should t» allo«v«d to run over th» spsMi

limit of 130 KMPH. This is requirad for ensur
ing safety.

t
Hon. Rangaji is fitting here. He is very 

much interested in the demand which I pro
pose to malte. Presently, trains coming from 
Trivandrum, Bangalore and Mangalore first 
come to Araki(onam to go to Delhi and 
Howrah via Renigunta and Gudur. This in
volves wastage of time and acircuitous route 
of 60, 70 Kms. Therefore, the Itatpadi-Tiru- 
pati line should be converted into BG line. 
This is a bng pending demand. The erst
while Minister also agreed to this proposal. I 
hope the Hon. Minister would allocate funds 
for converting this Katpadi-Tirupati line into 
BG line and link it with Renigunta and Gudur 
thus avoiding the circuKous route.

There is also another demand which 
was conceded in principle by the then Govt. 
That is about laying a new railway line from 
Pondicherry via Villupuram, Thiruvannama- 
lai, Samapatti, Krishnagiri to Hosur. This 
may also be taken up in this Budget as a new 
project.

During the British days, there used to 
run a train from Wallajahpet to Ranipet. It 
was discontinued after the war. That should 
be revived, and a new railway network cov
ering Wallajahpet, Ranipet. Arcot, Cheyyar, 
Vandavasi and Thindivanam may be cre
ated.

With these words, I conclude. 

lEnglish]

15.00 hr*.

SHRIKADAMBUR M. R. JANARDHA- 
NAN (Tirunelveli): I am glad to speak on the 
Railway Budget on behalf of my party, all 
India Anna DMK.

The hon. Railway Minister convened a 
meeting of MPs, MLAs and other pubik: men 
of importance on the Status Paper just a 
week before the presentatton of the Budget. 
Dr. Adiseshaiah also parthdpated in that 
discusston. The Minister has menttoned that
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the Status Paper is an effort to tell ttie truth. 
Though we apprecia»« ♦hp  of Shri
George Fernandes, we have no choice but 
to oppose the Budget as the railway fares 
and freights have l̂een raised. Peô are 
not Hiding this hike. They are not supporting 
this Budget. We are the only people's repre
sentative in Tamil Nadu, That is why. we are 
also opposed to the Budget.

Arifji, you are here to hear us, the stal> 
wat of the Janata Dal Govt. I hope he would 
convey it to the Hon. Minister continued.

It is mentioned in the Status Paper that 
the performance of the Railways in the year 
1989-90 was affected by frequent bands and 
agitations. Dr. Adiseshaiah also said, “Poli
ticians keep off the rails.”

{Interruptions)

In this year's budget, the Railway Minister 
has given twelve new trains, starting with 
Surat-Varanasi bi-weekly Express, but for 
Tamil Nadu he has given only two carriages 
in the Jammu Tawi-Nizamuddin-Mangalore/ 
Tiruchirapalli weekly Express. The major 
portbn of the train is for the North. As re
gards the increase in the frequency of the 
trains, there are four trains which are men
tioned in the Budget speech but all of them 
are for the North. Therefore. I say that the 
budget has completely neglected the South, 
partk;ularly Tamil Nadu. I have been saying 
this for the last so many years. As one poet 
has saki: *'Men may come and men may go 
but I go on for ever", similarly, the Railway 
Ministers may come and go but the trains will 
go on running for ever'and the officials also 
will be there for ever. I am shouting this for 
the sixth time in the Parliament. Since 1939, 
I have been travelling in the trains. There is 
tremendous improvement in the facilities 
given to the passengers travelling in Ex
press trains since that time. We have im
proved far more than any other railway. 
Whether it is the Janata Government or the 
Congress Government, whether it is Scin- 
diaji or it is Dandavateji, we have made lot of
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improvement. But with regard to the passen
ger trains, the passengers have been com
pletely deprived of the facilities whk:h the 
D( itish CA>iiipany had given. There was a very 
prestigk>us train called Singota Passenger 
train No. 11 and 12 whk:h was runnirvg right 
from my student days. That train has since 
been abolished. There is now only one 
passenger train which Is running between 
Madurai, Tuticorin and Tirunelveli. That is 
the only train for students, latx>urers and 
offbe-goens. We have shouted for an addi
tional passenger train so many times but the 
reply has always been in the negative. Since 
Shri George Fernandes has been saying 
that the passenger traffk: should be cared 
more, I think this Government will do some
thing and run one more passenger train at 
least from Virudhnagar to Tirunelveli. I am 
asking this forthe benefit of students, labour- 
ers and off k:e-going persons. There may be 
thousands of such persons who are travel
ling every day but this sectbn has been 
neglected so far. So, I would request the 
hon. Minister to consider it.

Since the time is short. I will take up only 
some of the important lines. Forthe on-going 
project of Karur-Dindigul broad gauge line, 
only Rs. 11 crores have been allotted in this 
year’s t>udget. Thetotalestimateof theproject 
is Rs. 139.29 crores but till 1989-90. only Rs. 
60.4 crores have been albtted. K the work 
goes on at this rate, it will take another five 
years to complete the project.

Regarding Karur-Dindigul project. I 
wouki like to mentk>n two or three things. 
When this project was evaluated, Dindigul, 
Virudhnagar and Tuticorin were ordinary 
cities. But they have now become three 
distrk:! headquarters in the name of Kama- 
raja, Chkiambarnar and Anna, who were 
your great freedom fighters. Since these 
three new distrk:! headquarters have been 
formed, they have got a new industrial ac
cess. Therefore, the planning Commisston 
should give prk>rity for alk>catk>n of nfiore 
funds for this projê. In the Karur-Oindigul- 
Tuticorin broad gauge Kne, from Madurai to 
Tuticorin it wHI be conversk>n. But I woukJ 
request that It shoukl be a parallel line to t̂A
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4r»xist}ng metre gauge Kne. Otherwise, the 
;>eople travelling between Tirunelveli and 
the famous temple of Tirchendlur will be 
deprived of the benefit of short route of 
Madras by Meter gauge. From Tiruchendur 
to Tirunelveli there Is only a metregauge 
railway line at present. If the people Kving in 
Tir unelvelK and Tuticorin have to go to Madras 
by broad-gauge line, they have to go by 
circuitous route via Madurai, Dindigul Karur 
etc. Only the people living in Madurai can go 
to Madras by K̂tre gauge line by short 
route. Therefore, Sir, there should be a broad* 
gauge line constructed parallel to the metre* 
gauge line which is existing at present upto 
Madras. This is very important. Of course, I 
say that there may not be any political agita
tion there. But it will be people’s agitatbn. 
The entire Tirunelvelli district, the entire 
Kamaraj District people will be left with no 
option but to agitate for this facility in that 
<irea. Therefore. Sir, before you start the 
:)roject of Karur*Dindigul-Tuticorin railway 
<ne. there should be a parallel broad-gauge
* Illway line apart from the existing metre- 
j iuge line. Under no circumstances, the 
netre-gauge line should be converted into a 
nroad gauge line. If you proceed with the 
project on the basis of conversion, the people 
will agitate there. Therefore. Sir, this parallel 
**ne project should be taken up immediately.

Then, Sir, for Madras Rapid Transit 
V stem, the allotment is very very negligible 
Madras is one of the major metropolitan 
ttes. h is but proper to give preference to 
omplete the Mass Rapid Transit System as 
»̂r)rly as possible.

Sir. coming to my own constituency, I 
would like to point out that sanction for 
I hachanallur over-bridge in Tirunelvelli had 
been accepted by Shri Bans! Lai when he 
was Railway Minister and a survey was 
conducted and it was decided that an over
bridge couki be constructed there according 
to the norms, I would therefore request the
* on Railway Minister to consider construi
ng an over-bridge at Tuticorin near Gate No.
' Sir. Tuticortn is an ir̂dustrial city. There is 
a thermal power station; there is a heavy 
water projî ar>d Tuticorin has got a port. It

is but necessary that Tutkx>rin shoukJ be 
given prk>rity for the oonstruclbn of an over 
brkJge. They wouM request the Minister to 
consider lrnfPductk>n of a passenger train 
between Bodlnayakanur and Madurai.

Sir, in the okien days, the Father of our 
Natk>n, Gandhiji used to travel only in Third 
Class. In those days if we travel in 3rd Class, 
we used to say proudly that we travelled in 
'Gandhiji Class.* Later, when we used to 
travel in 1)1 Class we used to say jocularly that 
we travelled in Janata Class. Just tike that, if 
you introduce a train here with three or four 
bogies of lllrd class we may name it as 
'Janata Class* train or even 'Janata Dal 
Class' train. If you Issue tickets at the rate 
before the like there will be a lot of rush for 
these lllrd class bogies officer can be a 
comparison low the people are not able to 
bear to like. Now. with the prt̂sent steep hike 
in fare, the people are unhappy and they feel 
that instead of reducing the railway fare, the 
Government are increasirig the fare thus 
putting them hard hit. The common people 
cannot afford this hike in railway fare.

I would also request the hon. Minister 
that he may consider attaching one more 
common bogie to each express train running 
in Tamil Nadu to meet the ever-increasing 
demand of the people there. You have con 
sidered that to run a train between Bodinay 
akanur and Madurai wouW be uneconom 
ical I would request that one or two through 
bogies can be attached to a train running 
between Bodinayakanur and Madurai and 
then from Madurai they can be attached to 
the Express trams running between Madurai 
and Madras.

Sir, the Integral Coach Factory at Per- 
ambur is the eldest factory manufacturing 
railway coaches. It has been working very" 
efficiently and producing fine coaches. It has 
been working very efficiently, and producing 
fine coaches. Now, there is a similar factory 
established In Kapurthala. This factory has 
been manufacturing sophisticated coaches.
I would suggest that ICF at Perambur shoukJ 
also be giv̂n orders for manufacture of such 
sophisticated coaches so that the capital
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and technical know-how available there are 
not wasted. When Prof. Dandavate was the 
Railway Minister, he introduced cushion seat 
and berths in II Class coaches. The people 
are remembering him and a few years back 
Mr Madhavrao Scindia introduĉ compute 
ertsatk>n in the railways. The people living in 
four metropolitan cities heaved a sigh of 
relief and they could easily purchase the 
tickets for their destication at a very short 
time. Previously when Special Summer 
Trains were Introduced, during vacation, 
people used to purchase tickets with the help 
of middlemen by paying Rs. 50 or 100 more 
per ticket. Shri Scindiaji has introduced such 
a good computer system in all southern 
stations that there is no corruption regarding 
the ticket issuing system, and reservations 
are completely ensured.

I would like to say that when Shri Bansi 
Lai and Shri Scindia were Railway Ministers, 
at least we used to get replies to our letters 
as well as speeches made in Parliament 
after one or two months. If we have put in a 
suggestion, they would take action. Like 
that, I hope this hon. Ministry, the Janata Dal 
Ministry, also will not forget to take action 
similarly on our letters and give prompt re* 
plies.

Regarding the platform ticket, the ticket 
IS issued only at the big stations just to 
differentiate between the bona fide passen
gers and the ticketless passengers. It is a 
sort of a check; when the people are going 
out of the platform, the ticket collector must 
be able to differeqtiate between the bona 
fide passengers and the ticketless passen* 
gers. Now, the cost of the platform ticket has 
gone up from 30 paise to 50 paise, and then 
to Re. one and then to Rs. 1.50 and now tc 
Rs. 2A. This may be very little for us, but not 
for the common man. For the common man 
Rs. 2A means a meal for him.

Before concluding I will again say that 
one more passenger train should be intro
duced in the Madurai—Tinneveli Division for 
the benefit of students and labourers. M.G.R.
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who was our politicai leader, intioduoed ao 
many bus routes connecting evantheremol- 
est villages. It is this yeoman’s servioe of Dr. 
MGR to the poor and the downtrodden, and 
to my election to Lok Sabha this time. 
cause of him so many people are able to 
travel to all parts of our State today. So. 
please consider that before I go to my con
stituency one passenger train is started there 
and Karur-Oindigal—Tuticorin line should 
beaparallel line to the existing metre guage 
line.

[Trans fation]

PROF. PREM KUMAR DHUMAL 
(Hamirpur); Mr. Chairman, Sir, this is my 
maiden speech in this Lok Sabha and through 
you, I wouki like to convey my thoughts to the 
Government. In the absence of the Railway 
Minister, I hope that this wouki be conveyed 
to him without any delay by the hon. of 
Minister, Civil Aviation, who is present in the 
House.

Firstly, on behalf of the people of Hima
chal Pradesh, I would like to thank the hon. 
Railway Minister for extending the Shatabdi 
Express upto Kalka, whk:h used to run be
tween New Delhi and Chandigarh. I am 
conf kJent that, before the end of this century, 
the services of Shatabdi Express wouM be 
extended upto Shimla. Whatever work has 
been done in the name of Railways in Hima
chal Pradesh, was done during the British 
period. The railway lines from Pathankot to 
Joginder Nagar and from Kalka to Shimla, 
were laki during the British rule and no 
specific railway project has been undertaken 
since then. Tourism is the mainstay of Hima
chal Pradesh*s economy, therefore, through 
you. I wouki like to request this Government 
to provide more railway facilities to promote 
tourism. The Railway line linked Pathankot 
with Joginder Nagar shouki be converted in 
to a broad-guage line and that line shoukJ be 
extended upto Mandi.

The former Railway Minister, late Shri 
Lallt Narayan Mishra had lakJ thefoundatbn 
stone of the Nangal-Talwara line. Over the 
years, only a 14 kitometre track has been
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laid, and train services are not available 
even on this track. Whenever elections take 
piace. a few labourers are engaged there 
and the people are told that work is going on, 
at a fast pace. There is a distance of 84 
kibmetres between the two stations and 
skiing work on 29 kikimetres of the line is yet 
to be done. If work goes on at this speed, it 
seems to me that it wouki take about a 
century to complete this project. Before the 
last electrons, there was a widespread ru> 
mour that railway servk:es upto Una would 
come into operatbn by November 14. during 
the Nehru Centenary Celebratbns. I request 
the hon. Railway Minister to start passenger 
servces on the Nangal>Una line, which has 
already been completed and that the serv- 
tees of the Delhi-Nangal Dam Express be 
extended upto Nangal-Una as well.

Farmers, whose lands would be ac
quired by the Railways, in orderto extend the 
railway tine from Una. have been issued 
notbes. Now, they are neither allowed to 
cuftivate this land, nor have they been paid 
any compensatbn. I request that the farm
ers be paki due compensation and work be 
started immediately after the acquisition of 
the land.

When the Pong Dam was under con- 
structbn, labourers were taken in a tram that 
travelled from Mukeria to Sansarpur. Even 
today, the tracks are there, but trains do not 
run on them. I request the hon. Minister to get 
the tracks repaired and introduce rail serv- 
k:es on the Mukeria-Sansarpur Terrace rail
way line. This wouki help in providing trans
port facilities to reskients of Dehra and Nur- 
pur tehsils in Kangra distnct. In addition to 
this, it wouki help in provkiing railway serv
ices to the reskients of that part of Talwara, 
whbh is in Punjab. Because this falls under 
my constituency. I have come to know, and 
it Is also being saki that the Railway Depart
ment Is thinking of selling this railway line. I 
suggest that if any such proposal has been 
put forward, the Department should not 
consider it. The railway line should 1:̂ re
paired and used for running trains.

Theretsavtllage called Raipur-Sahorha

on the Nangal-Talwara railway line where a 
station has been made. But due to some 
fault on the part of the Railways, the name of 
the statbn has been recorded as Rai-Ma* 
hatpur. The distrk:t authorities and other 
people have written to the Railway Depart
ment many times about this. I want this error 
to be rectified at the earliest and the statk>n 
be named as Raipur-Mahatpur.

Out of a balance cost of Rs. 75 crores 
95 lakhs and 83 thousand a sum of merely 
Rs. 5 crores has been allocated in this year*s 
budget for this railway line. But if this is the 
speed at which the funds are allocated, then 
I am afraid this railway line will not be com
pleted in the next 50 years. Through you, I 
request the Government to increase the 
allocation from Rs. 5 crores to Rs. 50 crores. 
Himachal Pradesh is a very small state and 
I am sure this House will have no objection to 
our request for an increased allocation. I 
request the Government to be a bit more 
generous in allocating funds to Himachal 
Pradesh. The people of Himachal Pradesh 
have always been in the forefront in the 
matter of service to the nation. A large number 
of natives of Himachal Pradesh are serving 
in the defence services. The Government 
has not paid any attention to the problems 
faced by people who have been uprooted 
due to the construction of two major dams of 
North India, Bhakra and Pong. The people of 
Himachal Pradesh were displaced so that 
the Pong dam could be constructed to bring 
about a Green Revolution in the deserts of 
Rajasthan. The uprooted people went and 
settled in Rajasthan but even today their 
relatives live in Himachal Pradesh. At pres
ent, it is very inconvenient for these people to 
travel to and fro between the States. S re
quest the Government to introduce a direct 
train from Pathankot to Anupgarh in Rajast
han and name it Pong Dam Express.

A lot of sokliers belonging to Himachal 
Pradesh, board the trains at Pathankot but 
there is a very limited quota of reserved 
accommodation in the trains. Military Offi
cers, Soldiers and other people find it difficult 
to reserve seats at Pathankot and so I re
quest the Government to increase the quota
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of reserved accommodation for soldiers at 
pathani<ot.

The doors and window panes of the 
Nangai Dam Express which starts from Delhi 
are broken. I wrote to the hon. Minister and 
several institutions in Himachal Pradesh did 
likewise so that tfiese faults coukS k>e re> 
paired. I regret to say that the reply stated 
that the life-span of a rake is fixed. Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, through you, I ¥/ouki suggest to 
the Government tt)at the life-span principle 
need not be followed in each and every case. 
A coadi can  damaged well t>efore its life-
span is over ]u3t as a heart* attack causes 
prematuredeath among humans. So it wouki 
be better if damaged coaches are repaired 
pronely instead of waiting for their life-span 
to come to an end.

There shoukJ be rvo increase in passen
ger fares tor Second Class travei and there 
stiouid be no increase in freight rates also. 
The increase in the prk?e of platform tickets 
has also l>een an issue for discussion. Many 
hon. Members sakf that a lot of people come 
to see-off political leaders at the railway 
station and these people do not buy platform 
tickets. A majority of the latx)urers working in 
Punjab hails from U.P., Bihar or Himachal 
Pradesh. A sense of brotherhood exists 
among poor people. I see several familiar 
faces at the station and these people bebng 
to U.P. or Bihar, On asking them whether 
they are going home they reply in the nega
tive and say that they have come to see-off 
one of the labourers who is going home. 
Each latx)urer contributes Rs. 5/- towards 
the journey expenses of the one who is going 
home. All these labourers buy piatform tick- 
ets also. I request the Government not to 
increase the price of platform tickets be
cause the burden of any increase shall fall on 
the poor people. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
speaking for the first time. Besides, Hima
chal Pradesh. I would like to raise a few 
points about Madhya Pradesh also. My hon. 
colleague has described a very strange situ* 
alion wherein 90,000 kilometres of area 
consisting of places like Panna and Chhatar-
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pur does not have an inch of railway line. A 
survey is being conducted for the Singrauii 
Lalitpur broad-gauge line, it shouW have 
tseen completed by the end of this year biit so 
far it has not been completed. I request for an 
early disposal of this project. You wouki 
have received a letter of several hon. Mem
bers today. This letter mentbns and incon* 
venience being faced t>y people.

[Englkfh]

**Heavy financial loss to small-scale 
industries due to shortage of steam 
coal wagons."

[Transtation]

I want to draw the hon. Railway Minis
ter’s attentk)n to this prot)lem whbh is t>eing 
' faced all overthe country. Thecoal meant for 
small-scale industries is stolen. If there is a 
shortage of 5 tonnes per wagon then the toss 
per wagon comes to Rs. 6.000 at the rate of 
Rs. 1200 pertonne. If there are four wagons 
then the k»s is Rs. 24,000. For a small-scale 
industry this means toss of Rs. 2.88 lakhs 
per annum. So I request that the Govern* 
ment shouki check the pilferage of coal and 
increase amenities on Indian Railways.

With these words, I thank you,

SHRi CHHEDI PASWAN (Sasaram): 
Mr. Speaker. Sir, I express my support for 
the Railway Budget presented by the hon. 
Raihvay Minister. I support it because it fs 
well—balanced. But I am also sad to see that 
Bihar has got a raw deal in this budget. In 
paittoular, the projects which have been 
pending for many years in Bihar have not 
been given priority. Through you, I wouki l̂e 
to draw the Governmenfs attentk>n towards 
my constituency. The area whfch I represent 
was for a long time represented by Babu 
Jagjfwan Ram. Ours is a backward distrct 
from where Shershah Sun* ruled over this 
country. The light railway whirh started dur* 
ing the time of the Maslin Company in the 
British period, was stopped in 1970.1 wouki 
like to say that the Arrah and Sasaram metre 
gauge line be converted to broad gauge. A
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new train should be introduced k>etween 
Sasaram and Patna. Biliar is divided into two 
parts-North Bihar and South Bihar. To linî 
these parts a tmdge should be constructed 
on the Ganga from Patna Dighi to Sonepur. 
This wilt help in transportation and also be 
useful from the economic point of view. A 
dout)le lirYe should be constructed between 
Gaya and Patna. At present there is a single 
line and this is causing problems to people 
because travelling time is nearly eight hours. 
Since there is no direct train, ̂e people of 
Rohtas district are being exploited by private 
tHis operators. In order to go to Patna we 
have to first go to Mughalsarai and wait there 
for 5-6 hours and then go to Patna via Gaya. 
Hence, it takes very long for people to travel 
from Rohtas district to Patna A new train 
service should be introduced immediately 
from our district to Patna via Mughal-Sarai 
and Gaya. So that the local people can reach 
Patna within three hours. The metre*gauge 
line in Sasaram snould be converted to broad' 
gauge.

[Eng/̂/f]

SHRI VAKKOM PURUSHOTHAMAN 
(Alleppey): I am really sorry that the hon. 
Railway Minister is not here even though my 
good friend Shri Arif Mohammad Khan is 
present. Without any disrespect to the Upper 
House. I may submit that Uw hon. ̂4̂niŝer 
ought to have given preference to the House 
of the people Anyway, as a Member of this 
august House and coming from the South
ern part of this country. I had great expecta
tions when a senior leader from the South 
was sworn in as the Minister in charge of 
Railways. But, after seeing this Budget, I am 
very much disappointed and all my expecta
tions have gone to the winds. For the first 
time, Kerala has been completely neglected 
and ignored. They have neither any new 
projects nor any new trains. The hon. Rail
way Minister Informed this House through 
his Railway Budget that in the summer sched
ule 12 new trains are being introduced: the 
frequency of four trains will be increased and 
the runs of seven existing trains will be 
extended. But Kerala doesn't appear any
where here. Even though we had got so

many new trains and newprojectsduringthe 
period of the previous Government last year 
we did not get any new tnaiins. Btit the fre
quency of certain trains have been increased. 
The njns of certain existing trains connect
ing Kerala to other parts of the country were 
extended. The construction of the new line 
Emakulam-Alleppey was completed and 
opened for the traffic. Still there were agita
tions by some of the political parties in my 
State for want of new trains. But this year 
even though there is no new profect or any 
new trains, there Is no agitation. Last year, 
even the Chief Minister of my State issued so 
many statements saying that Kerala has 
been completely neglected and the people 
of Kerala have not been given any new 
trains. But this year, he is also keeping mum.

Sir; one important aspect that this 
Government and their supports in this House 
are trumpeting is the construction of the 
West Coast Railway or otherwise called the 
Konkan Railway. In this Budget Speech, the 
hon. Minister says:

The k>r>g-felt need for a direct broad 
gauge rail line from Mangak>re to 
Bombay, popularly referred to as 
Konkan Railway, has been a dream for 
the people on the West Coast. This line 
woukj provide the necessary transport 
Infrastructure for devek>pment of the 
entire region. When completed, it will 
reduce the distance between Bombay 
and Mangalore by 1050 km. giving 
tremendous boost to the economic 
development of the area. This will also 
meet the long-standing aspiratk>n of 
the people..."

It boks as this is something very new. I 
agree that this is a k>ngstanding aspiration ot 
the people of South including the people of 
my State. But this is not a new project that 
this Government is starting. It was started 
last year.Some of the National Front leaders 
and their allies and even some of the Minis
ters visiting the State are repeatedly saying 
that this is a new project originated by the 
Government. Even my best friend Shri K. P. 
Unnikrishnan very often comes to my State
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and repeats the very same untruth. In the 
last year’s budget, Shrt Madhavrao Scindia 
has said:. *ln the next financial year some 
important new line projects are being taken 
on hand. They are No. 1. constmctkxi of 
Mangabre-Udipi broad gauge tine forming 
the seoorKi phase of the West Cost Line...** 
So, the very concept of the West Coast Line 
the Konkan Line was approved by the previ
ous Government and work was already 
started, last year. So,this Government can
not claim the credit for starting tĥs new 
project i.e. Mangak>re>Bombay Konkan line 
But Sir. I do agree that some emphasis is 
given by this Government for this Konkan 
railway. The Railway Minister has got an 
ambitious scheme of completing this project 
within am̂her five years with the coopera- 
tk>n of the States of Maharashtra, Goa. 
Karnataka and Kerala. But I do not know 
what is the intention of the Minister in asso
ciating these States also in the proposed 
authority. I do know whether his intentk>n is 
to get some finarK:ial help from these States. 
If that is so, I am quite sure that this project 
is not likely to come up in the near future 
because at least I know about the financial 
position of my State how they are finding it 
diffbult to meet tfie ways and means positbn 
everyday. But if the Government and the 
Minister completes this new railway line, the 
Konkan railway line, within anotherf ive years. 
I am prepared to congratulate the Minister 
then as I had done last year in the case of 
Shri Madhavrao Scindia when he complete 
the Ernakulam to Alleppey line in a record 
time.

Our Railway Minister is lucky in one 
respect. He has got a very efficient group of 
offk:ers and effbient team of officers who 
can really deliverthegoods if suffk̂ientfunds 
and facilities are provkied. That is my expe
rience.

Another popular measure this Govern
ment claims to have taken is about the r>ew 
coaches. They have saki that all new coaches 
manufactured will be either second dass 
general and sleeper coaches or air-condi-

MARCH 22.1990 Gen. Dis. SuppL Dem. 
for GrarOsfR̂).

1989-90

460

tbned coaches. This approach or the per
spective is not a new thing. The prevkMJS 
Railway Minister has also folk>wed the very 
same poKcy. The only difference is that he 
dkl not use the words fike ‘egalitarianism’or 
the 'difference t>etween the rk:h and the 
poor* as our present Railway Minisler has 
sakI in his speech. I will read out the last 
year's Railway Minister’s Budget Speech. It 
says:

"Our polcy in the area off passenger 
servkre lays special emphasis on im- 
pro vir)g travel requffement of the bwer 
and mkklle income groups. With this 
end in view, tfie major portk>n of pro- 
ductk>n capacity has been earmarked 
for manufacture of second dass cush- 
k>ned sleeper coaches. In the current 
year575second class sleeper coaches 
have been added to the fît virhile the 
programme for the next year provkies 
for another 700 coaches. I may men- 
tk>n that in accordance with our polkry 
directk>ns, the entire existing fleet of 
sleeper coaches will have to be cush- 
k>ned berths by the end of the next 
finarK̂ial year. In additk>n, for the great 
comfort of the travelling pubic, 90 air- 
conditk>ned sleeper chair cars have 
been added in the current year with an 
equal number of programme in the 
next year.*

I  am happy that our fion. Minister is 
here. The prevkMis Railway Minister had 
taken the steps for the manufacture of about 
700 seooTKi class sleeper coaches and 90 
air-conditk>ned sleeper chair cars. That 
means, an additk>n of about 70,000 seats in 
one year. That is not a small thing. Here, now 
the present Railway Minister claims that he 
will have an additbn of 15.000 seats. In the 
present Budget speech the Minister is silent 
about how many new coaches he will be 
buikling in one year.

Last year it was very clearly stated that 700 
new coaches will t>e tHiilt in one year. Even 
though I agree that this new approach of 
buikiing more coaches is in the conrect direc- 
tk>n, I wouki like to know what the hon.
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Minister or the Railway Board is going to do 
with the old and dilapidated coaches now 
being used especially in my State. Eitherthe 
Railway Minister will have to replace these 
old and dilapidated coaches or deny the 
comfort of travelling in the I Class kiy taking 
away the entire coaches from there. There is 
rK> other alternative.

The people of Kerala are affected and 
hit more than anybody else in this country. 
As we know our people have no hesitation to 
go to any part of the country for a job. From 
the southern most part of India they go and 
work at the Himalayas. When I visited Sidiim 
once. I couW see more than a thousarni 
Malayans working in its capital. Even in Delhi 
there are more than five lakh people staying. 
If these people want to go to Kerala they will 
have to pay more. If their relatives want to 
come to Delhi to meet these people they will 
also have to pay a k>t more than what they 
are paying now.

Apart from the four metropolitan cities I 
think that we in Kerala use the maximum 
season tickets. A white collar empk>yee 
staying in Trivandrum goes to Ouik>n Kot- 
tayam and even to Cochin whk:h is about 
220 kms. away from Trivandrum everyday in 
the morning and after the work retums in the 
evening. So we are affected more than 
anybody else by the steep hike in the season 
tk:kets. sleeper surcharge, platform tickets, 
etc. Just like that the hike in the freight also 
affects us the maximum.

As we know most of theconsumer goods 
including the essential commodities come 
from other States including north India. The 
hike in the freight will naturally cause price 
rise in all these consumer goods. Apart from 
the Railway Budget now the General Budget 
is a»so out. The Increase in the prk̂es of 
petrol and diesel will also lead to further hike 
or a further prk:e rise of all these consumer 
goods in my State. So with these two Budg
ets this Government has made the life of the 
people of India especially the people of my 
State miserable.

Even tfiough the Minister has not given

us any new prpfect or any new train, I am 
happy that he has given the same prkxlty to 
some of the orvgoing schemes which tfie 
prevk>us Government had given. The rail
way line from Emakulam to Alleppy was 
opened, as I saki earlier, last year. But the 
full uti»satk>n of this line will be achieved if 
only the new line ANeppy-Kayamkulam is 
completed. I request the Minister to take a 
special interest in this line and try to com
plete it as early as possible.

There are k>ngstanding demands for 
new railway lines. One is the constructbn of 
Alleppy-Tiruvalla link line. It will be a very 
short line connecting the existing Emakulam- 
Kottayam-Trivandrum line and the new 
Emakulam-Alleppy-Kayamkulam line. My 
request to the hon. Minister is. at least he 
may take steps for conducting a survey for 
this railway line. Then, there is also a de
mand especially from the people of the north- 
em part of Kerala, that the existing broad 
gauge line from Shoranur to Mangabre 
should be doubled. My best friend Shri Mul- 
lappally Ramachandran was also raising 
this issue yesterday because it is a k>uming 
problem. The doubling of this line is all the 
more important rxjw. in the present context, 
when the concept of the west coast line is 
accepted l)y the Govemment last year. So, 
my request is that this may also be taken up 
by the Government.

Sir. even though I have got so many 
other points to be raised, due to paucity of 
time, I am not going into all those details.

Mr. Railway Minister, your predecessor 
was a very dynamic Minister. I am saying this 
not because he bebngs to my party. {Inter- 
njptions) I know that there were other Minis
ters who were not so dynamic in the prevfous 
Govemment and I am prepared to admit it 
But I want the people to call our Railway 
Minister, Shri George Fernandes also as a 
dynamic Minister and not a dynamite Minis
ter.

With these words I conclude and I op
pose this Budget.
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[Translation]

SHRI JANAK RAJ GUPTA (Jammu): 
Railways are the most important means of 
transportation in our country. Nearly, 1.10 
crore people travel everyday on 5000 trains 
run by the Railways. The facilities provided 
to travellers is not enough because railways 
are used by poor and middle»class people 
only. People in the higher income bracket 
either travel by aeroplane or their own pri
vate vehicles. I feel that the previous Gov> 
emment headed by Shri Rajiv Gandhi pro
vided many facilities to railway passengers, 
resulting in a more efficiently run railway 
system.

15.53 Mrs.

[SHRI VAKKOM PURUSHOTHAMAN in 
the Chair]

I think that the document presented by 
the hon. Railway Minister is a compliment lo 
the previous Government because a num
ber of points designed by the previous 
Government have been presented again in 
this document. For instance the decision to 
do away with first-class coaches. It is not my 
fault that this Government is not aware of the 
facts. H they had known it they would not 
have repeated it. What I want to say is that 
the decisions like doing away with first-class 
coaches, introducing computerised reserva
tion facility, improving enquiry facilrty and 
compensation of Rs. 2 lakh to the families of 
those killed in railway accidents, were taken 
by Shri Rajiv Gandhi’s Government. I feel 
that the credit for ail decisions taken by the 
hon. Railway Minister should really goto Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi-.... {Interruptions).... This 
Government is not capable of taking such 
intelligent decisions. It woul̂ have been 
better If these decisions ha« b6en taken 
earlier. The decision to increase the acci
dent compensation from Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 2 
lakh is a good one. Even an amount over Rs.
2 lakh would not be adequate considering 
how precious human life is.

The decision to increase the seats by
15,000 in two years is not far-sighted enough

because 1.10 crore people travel everyday. 
At least, 50,000 seats should be inaeased 
this year. At virtually, every statk>n there Is 
either a k>ng waiting list or no seats available 
at all. The hon. Minister should pay attention 
to this.

The hon. Minister should also pay atten
tion to the availability of drinking water. The 
summer season is coming so I would re> 
quest for adequate drinking water facility in 
every compartment. The common man will 
be affected by the proposed increase in 
freight rates and lind class fare. It will result 
in the prices of eatables and other commodi
ties of daily use going up. Freight rates 
should be towered. In any case. lInd class 
fares should not be raised. Mostly the Gov
ernment employees and the poor travel on 
seasonal tickets. So the rates of seasonal 
tickets should not be raised, so that the poor 
are not put under additional burden. The 
railways have a lot of resources to increase 
their income. They should be utilised fully 
and properly.

The decision to construct a Yatri Niwas 
is a good one. More hotels for the tourists 
should be constructed which will benefit the 
people and the Government both. It is my 
good luck that the hon. Minister is in-charge 
of Kashmir Affairs also. I know he has taken 
up this assignment with good intention. 
Everyone is aware of the situation prevailing 
there today. There should be more expan
sion of Railways in the State.

16.00 hrs.

There is nothing new in this demand. 
Surveys have been conducted many times. 
Though the State is quite big and backward, 
yet there is only 70 kilometres of railway line 
there. A decision was taken by the Govern
ment to extend the railway line by 60 kilo
metres more and the work is still continuing 
on it. It has been 15 years since the work 
started but it has not been completed yet. 
The Planning Commission should provide 
more funds to the Ministry of Railways for the 
laying of Jammu-Udhampur line, so that the 
work could be completed expeditiously.
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Before concluding, I would like to sub> 
mil that there is single line from Pathankot to 
Jammu. If a second train has to pass through 
that line, the first train has to be stopped at a 
station and only after the second train passes, 
the first train gets time to leave. Therefore, 
the single track from Pathankot to Jammu 
should be converted into double track, so 
that the passengers from Jammu could get 
some facility. Every year, 20 to 22 lakhs 
pilgrifVis visit Vaishno Devi, but there Is no 
Yatri Niwas or any other staying facility at the 
railway station. So a big Yatri Niwas should 
be constructed there, so that people could 
stay there.

Secondly, there Is an industrial town 
named Bari Brahmani, which is 10 kilometres 
from Jammu. A decision was taken 6-7 years 
ago to construct an overbridge there. 50 per 
cent of the construction cost of this overbr
idge was to be shared by the Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir and the rest 50 per cent 
by the Ministry of Railways. But it is regretful 
to say that construction of the overbridge has 
not been completed till now, because either 
the Ministry of Railways or the Government 
of Jammu Kashmir has not paid its share of 
50 per cent. I would urge the hon. Minister to 
pay attentbn in this direction, so that the 
people could get some respite from the long 
traffic jams.

Jammu is a hilly area and it is a very 
beautiful place from tourism point of view. A 
survey was conducted in connection with 
laying of railway line from Jammu to Poonch- 
Rajouri. I would request the hon. Minister to 
pay attention towards it. Attention should 
also be paid towards the survey being con
ducted for laying of railway line from Jammu 
to Srinagar. Decisk>n was taken several times 
to lay a railway tine from Qazigund to Uri, for 
whkJh a sun̂ey was also conducted. It is not 
hilly but a plain area. If the work of laying 
railway line Is started there, it will keep the 
people busy in work as they will get empby- 
ment and the attention of thousands of youth 
will be diverted. This will help in solving the 
issue of Kashmir. The people of that area are 
veiy religk̂us and a large number of them 
visit Harklwar to bathe In the Ganga, but the

railways has made no arrangement to pro- 
vkie them a direct train for'Harkiwar from 
Jammu. They have to face a bt of diffbulties. 
I hope that the hon. Minister will pay attentbn 
towards this need.

With these words, I conclude. I thank 
you for giving me an opportunity to speak.

[English]

SHRI RAVI NARAYAN PAN! (Deog- 
arh): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you forgiving 
me this opportunity to participate in the dis
cussion on the Railway Budget. I am a new 
Member and I am going to make my makJen 
speech.

At the outset, I congratulate the Railway 
Minister for assuming charge of this impor
tant Ministry and I supportthe railway Budget. 
In fact, after becoming Railway Minister, he 
has already paid a visit to my State, Orissa, 
which IS the most backward State in the 
country. I will not take much time of the 
House and would make a few specific points 
for the conskieration of the hon. Minister.

First, I would like to draw the attentbn of 
the hon. Minister to the need of electrificatbn 
of the railway lines in my State. I would 
request him to electrify as many railway lines 
in my State as he can within the overall 
electrification scheme.

Then, the Sambalpur-Tabher line should 
be immediately Completed. The last Con
gress Government had spent only Rs. six 
crores on this. The required funds shouW be 
made available and this railway line should 
be completed at the earliest, because Tal' 
cher is a place where maximum coalfields 
and industries are bcated. I, therefore, 
demand additbnal albcatbn of required 
funds.

At present, computerised reservatbn is 
proposed only at Cuttak and Bhubneswar. It 
should also be introduced at Jharsugude in 
my constituency.

Further, the railway line Jankhpura to
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[Sh. Ravi Narayan Pani]

Banspani was sanctioned in 1974-75. 
Though a period of fifteen years has passed, 
only 13 kms of railway line have been com
pleted till now. This will provide a link to 
Pradeep port in order to transport iron ore to 
different parts of the workj. At present to 
reach Pradeep port, one has to travel to Tata 
Nagar, Kharagpur and Balasore, whbh is a 
distance of 500 kms. but if the Jankhpura- 
Banspani railway line is completed, it will 
mean a distance of only 150 kms and the 
transportation will be easier.

Then, the narrowgauge lines t>etween 
Roopsa and Bangripasi and Nenopara to 
Gunpur need to be converted into 
broadgauge lines.

Lastly, I woukJ like to say that in my own 
constituency Deogarh, some overbndges 
are badly required, particularly at places like 
Brajrajnagar, Bamra and Garposa. I would 
request the hon Minister to kx>k into this.

With these words. I conclude my speech 
and thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to speak on the railway Budget.

SHRI IBRAHIM SULAIMAN SAIT 
(Manjeri): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Railways 
are the largest public sector in the country; 
they are. in fact, the life line of the natk>n. 
Crores and crores of people travel through 
the length and breadth of our vast country by 
railways, and thousands and thousands of 
kitometres of distances are covered by the 
common man by means of railways only, it 
is, therefore, necessary that maximum at
tention should be paki and all the required 
facilities shoukJ be provkied to the public, i 
weteome the proposed facilities, amenities 
for the pubik: and the expansk>n programme 
that has been envisaged by the Railway 
Minister in the Budget.

This is the first Budget of the new Gov
ernment. The Railway Minister is also pres
ent here. The railway freights and fares have 
been increased drastically. In general, the 
budget has been disappointing. We had a bt

of expectalbns from the Railway Minister, 
but, as I smd, in general, the Railway Budget 
has been very disappointing because of the 
exhorbitant increase in the railway fares and 
freights.

Much has been sakl here in the Railway 
Budget about amenities to passengers, 
provisbn of more and more security for the 
travellers and all those things. We do wel
come it. You have given one new line to 
Kerala, i.e. Konkan line. This was really a 
dream of the people which has come true. It 
will definitely lead to tremendous boost for 
devek>ping that area. There have been some 
improvements. We are given new railway 
lines. We are given neŵ trains. Even the 
frequencies of trains have been increased. 
New projects are also there. Everything is 
there. We wekx>me it. As far as Konkan line 
IS concerned, we are happy that you are 
going to start work on this line.

But I must say there is a glaring partiaiity 
or discrimination as far as South is con
cerned You have completely neglected the 
South. There is not a single new line to South 
that has been sanctioned. But the State 
whk:h is most discriminated î Kerala. There 
are five new projects txit not even one single 
project for Kerala has been given. Why this 
neglect? Kerala always have had fewer trains, 
less frequency, bogies are always old and 
faulty. Kerala has always been given a step
motherly treatment. I hope Shri George 
Fernandes will not continue such stepmoth
erly treatment towards Kerala.

As you are all aware, Kerala is a prob
lem State. Their main problem is the edu
cated unemployment. There are no indus
tries. There is no empkiyment potential. 
Thousands and thousands of people go out 
of Kerala to different parts of the country, 
partk̂ularly to North, in search of emptoy- 
ment. In Bombay, Delhi, Bangak>re, Madras 
and Cak:utta, lakhs and lakhs Keralites are 
there. Everywhere Keralites are there. So, 
nothing has been done for them. They have 
a very few trains. In spite of that, you have 
increased the cost. If a poor man wants to 
travel from Kerala to Bombay or Kerala to
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Delhi, he has to pay Rs. 20 cmt Rs. 30 more, 
now. Weare much oonoemedvirith the LxMver 
and Middle dass people. Actually, these are 
the people who are hard hit by the increase 
in freights and fares, increase in freight 
means, the prices of essential commodities 
will go up. Increase in fare means, the 
common man will l>e hard hit. So. this is the 
Dosition.

Another thing which I would like to point 
out about Kerala is that Kerala has no new 
lines at all. You have mentbned that you are 
going to start Emakulam Alleppey line. I 
welcome it. But if you take Kerala, Malabar is 
the most backward area and particularly, the 
Malapuram distrk:!. ft has no railway line at 
all I woukJ like to point out to the hon. Railway 
Mmjster that in my constituency, there are 
only two railway stations—Kadalundi and 
Farook They are so dilapkiated that they 
look like arH:ient monuments. They are very 
old. They were built during the time of British
ers. Nothing has been done. You can just go 
and see for yourself the condition of the 
stations. The previous Railway Minister had 
promised that he will reconstruct the struc
ture iHJt so far nothing has been done. One 
coastal line is running. Even the Malapuram 
dtsXrka Headquarters has not connected with 
a railway line. We are agitating still now that 
there shouki be a railway line. I have a 
suggestion to make and that is Nilambur> 
Shoranur train shouM be extended to An* 
gadipuram.

Now I woukl suggest one more thing. 
hk)w they have got a Nilambur Shorenoor 
Railway. Now they can have a railway line 
towards Angadipuram; and from Angadipu- 
ram, they can take it to Malappuram city ; and 
from there they can take it to Farook. Farook 
IS a very important place t>ecause it has got 
so many educational institutbns and a tim
ber yard it is also nearest to the airport; you 
have got a Calicut Aiiport and Farook is 
nearesttotheCalicut Airport Therefore, it is 
very much essential that Farook Statkin is 
improved. So. one railway line coming 
through Malappuram Dislrkit will greatly 
improve the area and help its industrial 
devetopment.

The Railway Minister has laki down 
some criteria for giving me a railway line in 
his budget speech. It is on page 11. It reads 
as fblk>ws;

*(a) Prpject-oriented lines, to serve 
new industries or tap mineral or 
other resources.

(b) To serve as a missing link whk:h 
can form allemative routes to 
relieve the congestion on exist- 
ing busy rail routes.

(c) On strategk: conskierations.

(d) As devek>pmental lines to estab
lish new growth centres, or give 
access to remote areas.*

Now one critenon (c) is not applicable, 
but all the other three conskieratk>ns are 
there. It is a backward area; it has to devefop 
industries and so on. There is no link. Miss
ing links are there. A link shouki be there to 
connect Malappuram city through Farook to 
Angadipuram and Malappuram to Angadi
puram. Therefore, more and more shoukl be 
done in this directbn.

Our friends have pointed out that they 
should devek>p a double Kne from Shore
noor to Mangak>re. I have also t>een saying 
about it for the last one decade. There are so 
many trains whk:h have to wait at crossings. 
So, there is a tot of delay. Partknjiarly it has 
t>een pointed out that when they have to 
devetop a Konkan Railway, that has to be 
fed; this railway line shouM be there.

Then you will have lo convert Mysore- 
Bangatore line into broad-gauge Kne and it 
should be electrified. If it is done, then this 
area will be devetoped. Now aN the indus
tries are concentrated only in Bangak>re. 
Once you have converted this line into broad- 
gauge line and then electrified it also, then all 
the industries cou W be shifted to Mysore and 
Mysore couki also be devetoped.

I am very much against your increase in 
fares. No doubt you are going to have more
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and more cushioned seats for the second- 
class passengers, you are also not going to 
give up first-class air-conditioned coaches 
and all those things as also an increase in the 
second-class seats, but your Increase in 
fares is not encouraging; it is going to kill an 
ordinary man, a common man. Therefore. I 
would request that as far as this fare is 
concerned, you must announce that you are 
going to reduce it and also price because it 
is going to hit hard the common man.

All trains are there. Trains are running 
from Bombay towards Kerala; trains are 
running from Delhi to Kerala. But what hap
pens is that all these trains go from Calicut to 
Trivandrum; there is no direct train from 
Delhi to Mangalore, Bombay to Mangalore. 
We have got a Link Express and everybody 
has to get down at Palghat to take this Link 
Express; it means delay. So, why not start 
direct trains from Bombay to Mangalore, 
from Delhi to Mangalore, from Delhi to Tri
vandrum. from Bombay to Trivandrum, from 
Bombay to Mangalore and from Delhi to 
Mangalore and not this Link Express con
necting Palghat at present. All these things 
should be given consideration. I hope that 
you will consider all these matters and pro- 
.vide a railway line to Malappuram; you will 
also consider the demand of having a rail
way line in the interior areas of the Malappu- 
ram District which is a longstanding demand 
particularly at Angadipuram, Nilambur, 
Farook and Malappuram. This will give a 
connection to Farook. If it is done, then the 
interior area of the Malappuram District is 
also developed.
Together with this, you must have more 

direct trains to Mangatore and not a Link 
Express You should have more direct trains 
towards Trivandrum side only. Malappuram 
is the most backward area and attention 
should be paid to it. Particularly, you must 
consider reducing price and fare to help the 
common man.

[Translation]

SHRI SURYA NARAYAN YADAV 
(Saharsa): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise to sup
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port the Railway Budget presented by the 
hon. Ministerof Railways. I agree thatthough 
the Railway Budget is in conformity with the 
policies of the Government, yet it does not 
reflect the wishes of the Railway Minister. I 
would like to suggest the hon. Minister that 
as he has been a top leader of the railway 
unk>n and still continues to be one, he should 
improve the situation which is responsible 
for causing bss to the railways. 10-15 years 
back, an industrialist of the country asked 
the Government to hand over the Railway 
Department to him. He assured that he wouW 
employ the same offrcials and give the 
Government the maximum profit that they 
have earned in a year since independence. 
It is a matter of shame for the Government of 
India. The hon. Minister is very dynamic and 
influential. He should try to find out as to why 
there is so much deficit in the Budget year 
after year and what is the justification for it. I 
would like to draw his attention to Bihar 
where during the British rule, a train used to 
run from NirmalitoBhatiyari (Saraigan) Bazar 
in Saharsa district and later, that Govern
ment stopped running train on that railway 
line, as the track got damaged due to floods. 
A survey was conducted for that railway line 
after a strong demand was made for it by the 
then M.P. of our constituency, but no atten
tion has been paid towards it till now. A 
survey was conducted for the railway line 
from Forbesganj to Virpur and land was also 
acquired, but nothing has been done till now 
on that railway line. The proposal to lay a 
railway line from Saharsa to Vitariganj was 
sanctioned 10-15 years back and a survey 
was also conducted, but no work has been 
carried out in this regard. Nothing has been 
done in regard to the railway line from Saharsa 
to Mahishi, which was approved by the then 
railway Minister, late Shri Lalit Narayan 
Mishra. Also no work has been carried out on 
the already sanctioned Madhepura-Singh- 
eswar railway line. The hon. Minister shoukJ 
check up as to how so much defk̂it in left in 
the railways without laying any railway line or 
without understanding any other work. The 
income of the railways can be Increased by 
connecting the villages with thecitles through 
railway lines in the neglected districts and to 
some extent it can make up the deficit In the 
Budget, There is a town between the head
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quarters of SaKarsa OomiiMssionerala and 
Saharsa Junction where the people have to 
wait for as long as 3 hours to cross the 
railway ine as there is no overbridge there. 
So I would request the hon. Railway Minister 
that an overbridge should be constructed at 
the Ŝharsa headquarters to provide refief to 
the people. You are aware that in our coun
try. particularly, in Bihar, casual latourers 
are engaged in the Railways. They work 
there for 10-15 years and most of them are 
removal for two months to effect break in 
servk». So I would like to demand that all 
such casual labourers in the railways who 
have worked on muster rolls should be made 
permanent As ¥ve talk etoout "Right to work* 
and allevialion of poverty it would be one of 
the basis to achieve this objective. The 
second suggestion. IwouM fike to give is tfwrt 
trees should be planted on the land lying 
vacantontx>th sides of the railway tracks, so 
that we can maintain the ecological balance 
as well as provide empk>yment to the unem- 
pbyed youth.The hon. Minister represents 
Bihar. Had only Bihar, but the entire country 
has high expectations from him. SirK̂e, he 
has made provisbn for all parts of the coun
try, therefore, I demarxl tfiat he should make 
provision for Saharsa also, where the Cen
tral Government has been spending crores 
of rupees for the last many years on relief 
work. I demand that ufKier the Five Year 
Plan,  100 crore should be alk>cated for 
the devetopment of Saharsa~~wf)ether it is 
devekspment of raSways, construction of 
metalled coads, school txiilding or any other 
engineering work. This wil help in devetop> 
mentofthearea. Mr. Chairman, Sir, Ithank 
you very much for giving me the time to 
speak.

SHRIMATI SUMITRA MAHAJAN (In
dore): Mr. Chairman, Sir, first of all. I would 
Kke to congratulate the hontile Raflway 
liHnister for tfie "awakening* Budget pre
sented by him by raising the fare for second 
class and second dass sleeper and thus lie 
has in a way told the commuters to remain 
awake and not to sleep wfiHe traveling by 
trains. The second thing on wtiKh I wouki 
fike to congratulate the hon'Ne Railway 
Mkiisler is that by raising the price of tfie

platform tcket he has presented i 
viewpoint on the custom of reoeiving and 
seeing off the guestsw k) our Indian cuiure, i 
has been out tradition to be very hospftaMe 
and cordiat in our social behamur and so 
people used to go uplo the boundary of the 
vlâ  to wetoome or to see olflfie guests. 
But by raising the price of the ptetlorm ticket, 
the hon'ble Railŵ Mnisler has conveyed 
tfiat tfiere is no nê eiHier to go to receive 
somebody or to see him off. the one who 
needs to come shouki come and tfie one 
who needs to go should go. For ttiis he 
certainly needs to be congratulated. Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, it has been said that tfie in
crease in the fare for second dass is only 20 
percent and it rs not much. It nnay be that I am 
weak in matfiematks; but stii I think that i 
one travels 1000 km. or t>eyond by tram, one 
will have to pay Rs. 30 more, whch is, 
according to my calculations, more than 20 
percent. So I would See tfie hontrfe Raiway 
Minister to ponder over this matter also. 
Some explanatkxi can be given for tfie hite 
in fares. But as for something wfiich fias 
been said about the imbalance in the eco
nomic capacity. I woukf rattier say if we want 
to maintatn tfie economic balance then we 
should rather reduce the working expenses 
of the Railways. We can think ki this direc> 
txHi. ki my knowledge tfie officers are in a 
very large number in the Raiways wheres 
the recruitment has been banned at tfie 
lower levels. For example ttiere is a separate 
manager for catering for whkii there seems 
to be no need there. The P.R.O. s have been 
appointed at several places. It may be tfial 
tfî fiave been employed to promote tlie 
image of tfie Railways, or to give more mfdr- 
mation about ralway but if the StatkHi Super* 
intendent is given sonne additkmal powers, 
he can carry out tfie duties of a RAO. as 
weR, because it fias been my experience tfiat 
we couki never get tfie informatfon required 
by usfmmtfie P.RO. Another tfiingtfiat we 
can do to reduce the working expenses of 
the Railways isto make tfie maximum utilga> 
tkm of the bogey wheelers to cany the goods 
ki place of tfie four wfieeler wagons. When 
hon. Shri Giqral was ttie Cfiakman of Rai- 
wî Board, perhaps in 1979«), he Mialed 
the scheme of the Non-slop Goods* Train.
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This scheme proved to be very profitable for 
Railways, but soon after this scheme was 
banned on the pretext of either the axle 
getting heated or some other small excuses. 
I. personally feel that all these problems can 
easily be tackled with and it Witt be sensUe 
to start that scheme again. Recently, our 
Railway Minister has stated that there has 
been aconsiderablefall in the railway claims. 
But I would like to tell him that, prevkuisly, 
one had to approach the courts for settle
ment of such claims, txit now as per the 
decision of the Government, a number of 
railway trft>unals have been established in 
varkMJS State-capitals. In all about 17 tribu
nals have been set up so far. At a few 
important places, even more than one tribu
nal has been set up and extra staff has t>een 
posted there. The fall in railway daims as the 
hon. Minister has put it. does not imply that 
the number of accidents or the incidents of 
missing t>aggage have reduced. I would like 
to cite the example of Madhya Pradesh here. 
We have an office of the Railway TrilHjnal in 
Bhopal virhich covers the entire Division. 
Most of the people prefer to remain quiet for 
small claims rather tfien travelling all the way 
from Bilaspur to Bhopal. They think that for a 
smaR amount of a hundred or two hundred 
rupees, they will have to spend double or 
trî that amount and therefore they do not 
file their claims. If you really intend to cut 
down the expenditure on railway estat)lish- 
ment. then I woukJ suggest, to give a serious 
tlKMjght to the kiea of reviving the practk:eof 
settling these daims in the civil courts and 
dosing down these Railway Tribunals.

A number of hon. Members have sug
gested that working expenses can be re
duced a bt if only we insist on the maximum 
possible use of the railway coaches avail
able with us. This suggestion shouki be 
considered seriously. The Geetanjali Ex
press remains in Cak:utta yard for twenty 
four hours. Similarly, the Indore-Bhopal train 
remains in Bhopal yard for nearly twelve 
hours. If we make the maximum possible 
use of these coaches, it vril mt only be 
possibie to reduce our expenses to a great
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extent but also pruvidcr better seivk̂es and 
facililies to the passengers.

Hon. Speaker, Sir, now I wouU lice to 
drawyour attentbn toour neglected Madhya 
Prad̂ whch nôt only unites afl the five 
neighbouring States, but is the heart of tfie 
entire natk>n also. Despite ail this, it has 
t>een the most unfortunate State so far. 
Except frr the tm> and a half years Janta 
Party's rule, ttie State has never got a strong 
leadership who couki fight lor its upliftment. 
How unfortunate! In 1955-56, average length 
of railway line per one takh of populatbn was 
18.2 kitometres. in 1965-66. it fell down to
14.1 kikMnelres and today it is a mere 11.2 
kitometres only. This indkaites deterx>ratk>n 
in the devetopment of Madhya Pradesh, in 
respect of railway lines too, the share of our 
State is continuously decreasing. Madhya 
Pradesh is the biggest State in the country 
but in respect of railway lines it has only 13 
kms. railways lines per thousand sq. km. as 
against the natk>nal average of 19 km. per 
thousand sq. km. Though minerals arxJ for
est resources are available in abundarK:e in 
Madfiya Pradesh but due to the inadequate 
railway fadlity, we are not able to expk>it 
them fully. I woukf like to give some sugges- 
ttons for the devetopment of the entire State. 
Crores of rupees have been spent on the 
construction of raRway line from Barwara in 
Bihar to Karangi Statbn and the construc- 
tk>n work of several Railway Statons have 
also t>een completed. Therefore, I wouki yke 
to say that if the completk>n of this work is 
expedited, it wouki tremendously benefit that 
area. StmSarly, if a new railway line from 
Mayurpur in Orissa to Sitapur is constructed, 
it would connect three States. As I have said 
earlier tfiat Madhya Pradesh is the biggest 
State, tfierefore, if an Express train is intro
duced between Ratlam and Raigarh, it wouU 
connect the Western regkxi with tiie Eastern 
ragton.of the State.

Mr. Chairman, Sir. now I will speak for a 
minuteabout my constituency. Uflfortunatoly, 
the condition of my constituency is not good. 
I represent Indore in the tjok Sabha and it is 
lagging behind In respect of railway fadfities. 
It is strange that my predecessor who repre
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seated this constituency for the last 10-15 
years and even held important portfolios like 
Petroleum, Home and Railways could not 
improve the condition of Indore. The train 
between Indore-Bilaspur has been running 
for the last 30 years but during all these years 
neither any improvement has been made in 
its coaches nor any other facility has been 
provided. It covers thirty hours journey, but 
even then there is no pantry car. It is said that 
this train is like huts on wheels. We, the 
•'Qsident of Indore neither want a Palace on 
wheels, nor huts on wheels but we merely 
want comfortable coaches on wheels I would 
like to say that as per the yardstick of Rail
ways, 75 per cent quota of reservation is 
earmarked for the station from where the 
tram starts, but 1 am sorry to say, that 50 per 
cent quota of reservation in Indore Biiaspur 
train has been allotted to Bhopal. Not only 
this, but the reservatbn for AC coach is also 
available at Bhopal. Therefore, I would call it 
a sort of exploitation of Indore. No facility has 
been given to Indore.

SHRI BALASAHEB VIKHE PAUL 
(Kopargaon)* It is injustice to women.

SHRIMATISUMITRA MAHAJAN: Now 
It will not happen because Indore is being 
properly represented. Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
you too will have to give more time.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the people of Indore 
have got Avantika Express which runs be
tween Bombay and Indore after tot of efforts. 
But a number of facilities are being with
drawn instead of increasing them. Other 
trains originating from Bombay are having 
17 coaches whereas this train has only 14 
coaches. When a demand for an additional 
coach was made, one of the first class coach 
was replaced by a general coach. Not only 
this, but this train takes too much time. It 
starts from Indore in the evening and reaches 
Bombay in the morning. We have been 
demanding for the last five years that its 
running time sfK>uki be reduced but every 
time it is ignored on one ground or the otner 
and no attention has been paid towards it so 
far.

[English]

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am also convinced 
that Indore cannot be ignored.

[Translation]

SHRIMATI SUMITRA MAHAJAN: Mr.
Chairman. Sir. not only from industrial point 
of view, but other point of views also Indore 
IS an important place. Devas and some other 
cities are also located near it and many 
M̂5»blishments are situated there. Shri 
B«̂'v*rir̂ji wils also agree with me that con
struction of Indore-Dahaur railway line is 
very necessary with a view to bringing adi- 
v-asi people of Jhabua and Dhar to the na- 
f'jnal mam stream.

Mr. Chairman. Sir, I thank the hon. 
Railway Minister for meeting our demand 
and allocating Rs. 5 crores In the Budget for 
the construction of this line but he himself 
should think that in this way how much time 
It will take to complete this project costing 
Rs. 287 crores.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, secondly...

[English]

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have already 
made your points. Please conclude.

[ Translation]

SHRIMATI SUMITRA MAHAJAN: I am 
concluding after making one submission. 
There as a hundred year old metre gauge 
railway line in the area and only four trains 
ply on it. No improvement has been made in 
these trains in these hundred years. There
fore, I want that some improvement shouW 
be made there. There are many other prob
lems of Indore. Something should be done 
for Delhi-lndore train also. Indore Railway 
Station has been declared as a model sta
tion but no provision has been made for this 
in the Budgef. Therefore, I would like to say 
to the hon. Minister that railway lines are very 
Important not only for the development of 
State but also for national devek>pment and



[Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan]

479 Res. re, first report of
Rfy. Con, Com. 19B9

RIy, Budget, 7990-97-

emotional integration of the country, submis* 
sion is that the hon. Minister should consider 
this aspect also in relation to States.

SHRI K. MURALEEDHARAN (Calicut) 
Sir. I thank you for the opportunity given to 
me to participate in the discussbn on the 
Railway Budget.

On behalf of the people of Kerala I am 
strongly opposing this Budget. When the 
Government came into office, the Chief 
Minister of Kerala, Shri E.K. Nayanar, and 
the Union Minister of Surface Transport. Shri 
K. P. Unnikrishnan, argued that the new 
Ministry will not neglect the State of Kerala. 
But when the Railway Budget came, we find 
that the Kerala people are totally neglected. 
The people of India expected a socialist 
budget from the new National Front Ministry 
not because the National Front is socialist, 
but because the Minister of Railways is a 
well-known socialist. Butthe Railway Budget 
totally breaks the backbone of the Indian 
public especially the middle class and be
low. Sir. I will give you a few examples of 
negligence of my State of Kerala. The actual 
cost of Badagara Bridge in between Calicut 
and Cannanore is Rs. 66 lakhs, but the 
Budget sanctions only Rs. 1 lakh. The actual 
cost of the Wadakkancherry overbridge is 
Rs. 63 lakhs, but it was allotted only Rs. 1 
lakh. The actual cost of Trichur-Poonkunnan 
overbridge is Rs. 93 lakhs, but it was allotted 
only Rs. 1 lakh. To complete the improve
ment of existing railway station in Ernakulam 
junction, it requires Rs. 50 lakhs more, but it 
was allotted only Rs. 3 lakhs.

Sir. for the improvement of Feroke 
bridge, this budget allotted Rs. 2.10,00,000, 
but to complete this work they want Rs. 4 
crores more.

Sir. the Malabar Action Council and the 
Malabar Chamber of Commerce and some 
social organisations submitted representa
tions to the Minister to construct a new 
railway line starting from Calicut to Sultan’s 
Battery, Mysore and Bangalore.
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Sir. Wynad is a very backward distrbt 
and it Is not figuring in the map of the Indian 
Railways. If the hon. Minister sanctk>ns this 
line. Wynad distrk:t will come on the map of 
Indian Railways. Wynad is very backward 
and at the same time it is an Adivasi distrk:!. 
So. my humble request to the Minister Is that 
he shouki start a survey of this new line and 
I think he will do so.

Sir. the increase of 10 per cent in the 
freight charge is extremely high compared to 
other previous budgets. Especially in Kerala 
most of the items are coming from outskle. 
specially from the North and North Eastern 
States. But this increase will definitely affect 
the people of Keralâ So. my humble request 
to the Minister is to reduce the freight charge.

Another thing is the increase in the cost 
of the platform XkkeX. The new rate of Rs. 2/ 
- is very high. If you continue with two rupees, 
then the poor people will try to cheat the 
Indian Railways. We know that there is only 
one main entrance to the railway statbn 
where the Ticket Examiner will stand and 
people will start cheating the Railway De
partment. So. this increase will reduce the 
income of the Indian Railways. The increase 
in the Second Class fare will definitely affect 
the people. I request the Minister to reduce 
the increase in the passenger fares. The 
Minister announced 12 new trains but he had 
completely forgotten about Kerala. Several 
organisations like the Delhi Malayalees’ 
Associatbn gave representatk>n to the Min
ister to start more trains from Delhi to Kerala 
because they are unable to get tbkets when 
they want to visit their homes during holi
days.

Sir. the Minister had also come forward 
with some welfare measures. At the same 
time, there is no mention about the improve
ment of the existing railway quarters vifhbh 
are very okl. The oonditk>n of the railway 
quarters are bad; even the Superintendents 
of Railways are living in a very bad quarters. 
So. the oonditk>n of the railway quarters 
shouki be improved. Caliait railway statbn 
is the okiest railway statbn in North Kerala 
and it requires expansbn and I request the
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Minister to consider this matter. While con* 
eluding my speech. I would like to add that 
the people of Kerala would always remem
ber the hon. Railway Minister who hd shown 
maximum neglect to the State of Kerala.

DR, VENKATESH KABDE: (Nanded): 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you for giving me 
this opportunity to present my makJen speech. 
I wish to compllmerrt the hon. Railway Minis
ter for maintaining the high standards of 
Railways by presenting a net surplus budget 
for the fifth successive year. This has been 
done, as the hon. Members will appreciate, 
in the face of challenges in the field of main
tenance and rehabilitation and also at a time 
when there are severe financial constraints. 
I woukJ agree with the feelings of the hon. 
Members of the House that we all would 
have been very happy if there was no rise in 
the passenger fares, especially in the Sec
ond Class fare and also the platform trckets. 
I am quite convinced that the hon. Railway 
Minister does not need a certificate from 
anybody and he is indeed a true socialist. I 
have every reason to believe that at the time 
of his concluding speech, he may have some 
good news with regard to the passenger 
fares and also about the platform tickets.

As regards freight charges, some in
crease in the freight charges were unavoid
able. But it has been done in a very innova
tive fashk)n. There is a discount of 3% in the 
slack season of the year, from April to Sep
tember and I think, this will ensure equitable 
distribution of work load and this will go a 
tang way in ensuring better traffic and also 
generattan of the revenue.

Here, I would like to mention something 
about the economk: feasibility of the railway 
line in the backward areas. This has been 
used as a yard stick at the time of starting 
new railway line in the backward areas. 
Here, I will be serving the interests of the 
backward areas very well, if I refer to the 
speech made by Prof. Madhu Dandavate in 
this House during the Railway Budget dis- 
cusstan in the year 1989-90. He was a 
Member at that time. He said: “As regards 
construction of new lines, the backward areas

should be altawed to devetap the railways 
and we will find that gradually the industries 
woukJ come up. In the intermediate period, 
they woukJ not be able to give returns.” Here, 
let us remember that on the ground of eco
nomk; feasibility, those lines are not remu
nerative in terms of passenger and the freight 
fares in the beginning. He says, '"There wouki 
be losses in such constructtan projects, in 
the beginning”.

Sir, I would also like to bring to the 
attenttan of the House the recommendation 
of the Capital Structure Committee with which 
Prof. Madhu Dandavate has agreed.

Whenever capital is borrowed from the 
Centre, large dividends have to be paid and 
these dividends cause great difficulties. 
Whenever these lines are started In the 
backward areas, they suffer from the net 
losses. Therefore, the Committee recom
mended that the new lines in the backward 
areas may be exempted from the payment of 
dividends. I request the hon. Railway Minis
ter to consider it when the question of start
ing new railway line comes for considera
tion.

I would new turn to my area of Marath- 
wada in Maharashtra This Marathwada area 
has been a backward region and it com
prises more than 10 million people and one- 
fourth of the area of Maharashtia State. As 
some hon. Members have dwelt on the prob
lems of Bombay and Konkan; I deem it 
necessary to dwell on the railway problems 
of this area. In this regard, I would like to say 
that there have been agitations and repre
sentations for the last 25 years on behalf of 
the people of this area. Representations 
have been made to almost all the Prime 
Ministers and the Railway Ministers but 
nothing came out. I would say, there was not 
a single km. of new line laid since independ
ence in my area. This is the land of Saint 
Namdhev who spent a good deal of his time 
in Punjab. Guru Gobind Singh spent last 
days of his life in Nanded, where lakhs of 
pilgrims come from all over the country, 
specially Punjab and it gives them a lot of 
inconvenience, due to lack of railway facili-
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ties. This Marathwada area has been guar
anteed a lot of protection in the form of 
Nagpur Agreenfient as you have heard in the 
Question Hour, about the constitution statu
tory Development Board for this area. All this 
was to ensure that adequate justice is done 
to this area in terms of development. But with 
regard to Railways, I am sorry to say that no 
justice has been done in this area. It was only 
Mr. Madhu Dandavate, as hon. ̂ Railway 
Minister, initiated the progress of railways by 
approving Manmad-Parli-Adilabad project in 
the year 1977. Unfortunately, the Govern
ment went out of power and the subsequent 
Government did not make adequate provi
sion for this railway line. Only Rs. 2 crores or 
Rs. 3 crores were made available for this 
line, which, by the present cost of escalation, 
in negligible as the project at present, costs 
R?. 247 crores. With this rate of provision, 
you can well imagine that the people in our 
area would never see the broad gauge 
conversion in their life-time. The foundation- 
stone was laid at Mudkhed for starting 
Mudkhed-Adilabad section of B.G. conver
sion in the year 1984, just before the elec
tions at the hands of the then hon. Railway 
Minister, Shn A.B. A. Ghani Khan Chowdhary 
and in the presence of Shri S. B. Chavan. But 
I am sorry to say that in the subsequent 
years, no work was done on this particular 
line. Since no provision was made in the 
Budget. Much agitation was made. As a 
result of this and as a result of many repre
sentations that were made, a provision of 
Rs. 23.5 crores only has been made in this 
year’s Budget whereas it was assured that 
the Project would be completed within three 
or four years.

I would like to say that the question of 
starting floating debentures by Maharashtra 
Govt, has been raised and this was ap
proved by the Planning Commission as well 
as by the Ministry of Railways. However, 
correspondence has been going on between 
the State Government and the Railway 
Ministry. It is not yet clear what will be the 
rate of interest on these floating debentures 
and what will be the conditions of debenture

redemption. The correspondence has been 
going on for a year but still, adequate provi> 
sk>n has not been made to floating of the 
bonds. I woukt like to request the hon. Rail
way Minister to finalise the discussbns virith 
the Planning Commission and with the con> 
cerned Ministry and with the Maharashtra 
Government and to see that adequate provi- 
sk)n is made by Maharashtra Government at 
an early date for of floating of det>entures. 
The whole proposal has not been cleared 
because of red>tapism and possibly due to 
lack of politrcal will. Here I wouki like to say 
that the people are getting restive because 
they have been promised the railway line 
and have not been given the promised B.G. 
line. We welcome the starting of Konkan 
railway but. at the same time, I wouki like to 
say that broad gauge conversk>n in Marath
wada has become a questk>n synorious with 
the growth of our area and i am sorry to say 
that we would like to see much greater pace 
of work in the coming years and I hope that 
our hon. Railway Minister would see that this 
work woukl be completed within the next 
three years.

The other line whk:h is very dear and 
essential to the people of Marathwada is 
Parli-Beed-Ahmad Nagar line. This isa very 
backward area in our region and at least for 
100 km. there is no railway station and 60% 
of the people of Seed district migrate to the 
metropolitan cities for more than six months 
in a year for the sake of getting some em
ployment. There is no industry whatsoever. 
There is lot of unemptoyment. I wouki re- 
quest you to sanctbn a new line i.e.. Parli 
Beed-Ahmed Nagar which wouki fulfil the 
aspiratbns of the people in this area so that 
this district wilt be connected with the main 
metropolitan market arKi an impetus will be 
given to the devebpment of this area.

Lathur-Kurduwadi is a second line re
quiring conversion from narrow igauge to 
broad gauge. A promise was made by the 
hon. Prime Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi 
when she visited this area is 1973 that this 
will t>e converted to broad gauge. But I am 
son'y to say that this promise has not been 
fulftlk̂  many offteial committees have
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visited this area and they have made reoom- 
mendatkms. Onecofiimiltee has sakJ that it 
is not eoonomlcaily viable and the other 
oommittee has strongly recxxnmended. But 
the economic feasibility study was wrongly 
made on the basis of a distance of 369 km 
whereas actual distance is 164 km from 
Latur to Kurduwadi. I wouki like to bring this 
to the notk̂ of the hon. Ftailway Minister. 
This also tndudes new railway line from 
Latur to Latur Road which takes the railway 
to tfie constituency of our hon. Deputy 
Speaker Shn Shivraj V. Patil in Latur. Please 
conskier this small broad gauge line whkii 
connects Latur with t>ig city i.e. Secundera
bad.

Lastly. I woukS Uke to mention that there 
IS one more line that is a line t>etween Latur 
and Ramagundam via Ntzamabad which 
passes through my constituency of Nanded. 
If you see the map of India, there is maximum 
rarefaction of network in my area, and M you 
connect Latur with Ramagundam through 
Nizamabad, you will find there is automati
cally a linkage between East and West 
coastline of India. All that needs to be done 
IS to extend Latur Miraj Nne to Ratnagin via 
Kolhapur and extend RamagurKlam up to 
KirarKlul.

inckiem'mHaamufkSnon 17.3.90

17̂ hrm.

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193

Inckleiils In NiZMnuddln Atm on 17 
March. 1990

[Engistii

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now. the House shaM 
take up discussion urider Rule 193. As de> 
cided by the House today, im Shan now take 
up discussbn under rule 193 on the state- 
ment made by the Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs in the House on the 20th March. 1990 
in regard to the incklent wh»h took place on 
17th March. 1990 in Nizamuddin area of 
New Delhi.

I should like to inform tl)e House that 2 
hours are available under the rules for Short 
Duratk>n Discussk>ns under rule 193.1 woukl. 
therefore, appeal to the hon. Members to be 
very l>rief in their speeches so that it shouki 
be possible for me to accommodate as many 
Members as possible within the available 
time.

Now Shri Inderjit Gupta to start the 
discussion.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. It is 
now 5 0*Ck>ck

DR. VENKATESH KABDE: This will 
provkle a very strategk: Knk for defence and 
transport between East and West Coast of 
Central India.

Before I conclude I would like to say that 
the hon. Minister must give attention to my 
area of Marathwada in Maharashtra State 
which has been crying for railway lines for 
nearly 25-30 years. People in my area have 
got great hoĵs from our present Raihivay 
Minister who is very honest and dedk̂ated. I 
am sure h . vvtll do justice to my area.

[Translation]

SHRI ISHWAR CHAUDHARY (Gaya): 
Mr. Chaimnan. Sir. ¥iriN the discussion on 
Railway Budget continue tomorrow also?

[EngtisHi

MR. CHAIRMAN: It will continue tomor
row. The hon. Minister has not replied. So. tt 
will continue tomorrow.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Midnapore, 
Mr. Chairman. Sir. I have with me the state
ment which has been laid by the hon. Home 
Minister in relation to these incklents at 
Nizamuddinonthe 17th March. IwiHcometo 
that statement later on. First of all, I would 
tike


