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Shri Kanwar Lal Gupta: Sir, the people of this country cannot view
with equanimity the developments going on there and they are agitated
over the patent delay in finding a suitable solution to the problem. Our
Government has so far acted like a passive spectator.

. The Prime Ministers of U.K., Rumania and Bulgaria, President Tito and
other countries have expressed concern in this matter. Some years back
in this case of Hungry we remained repicent in the beginning and we ex-
pressed our concern only when matters came to a head later on., I would
like to quote a few excerpts from the resolution of the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia.

“Our development today is a development corresponding to our
present Czechoslovak conditions; it was with the awareness of regponsi-
bility before our nation that the Party has taken this rpad, That is why,.
however, the Party Central Comunittee considers it necessary to stress in
the present situation that attempts to present our course as a certain ob-
ligatory ‘model’ for all socialist countries -are wrong in principle as to
content, and politically harmful both for us and for the development of
our relations to the allied socialist countries.

“The existence of differences among communist partieg should not,
however, negatively affect their mutua) relations. In accord with the
Action Programme, we shall explain and defend our standpoint that
our internal development is the sovereign affair of Czechoslovakia. We
do not interfere with internal political questions of other countries and
we demand the same as regards their relations to our country.”

The only thing that the people of Czechoslovakia want is that nobody
should interfere in their internal affairs, They want to give freedom of
speech and expression to their people. We have all along advocated the
policy of non-interference in the affairs of other couniries and adhered to
the principles of Panchsheel. I want to know whether Government would
stick to this policy or not?

Secondly, have our Government conferredq with the Government af
Crechoslovakia over this issue and also with other like-minded countries to
bring an end to the hostilities there?
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Shri Kameshwar Singh (Khagaria): May I know the contents of the
report sent by our Ambassador in Prague as also the extent of the Soviet
military might deployed to exert pressure?
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Shri Madhu Limaye (Monghyr): Sir, the hon. Prime Minister has stated,
‘The Government of India do not consider it desirable to express views on
the merits of the issues currently being discussed.” At the same time she
says that we have made our stand clear to Czechoslovakia. I gy at a losg to
understand as to why it has not been made known to the people of India.
Sir, the people of Rumania and Yugoslaviaz who have gone there, arg not
American agents and they have stated that so far as Warsaw Pact is- con-
cerned, friendly relations will be maintained with Russia, In view of our
strict adherence to the five principles Panchsheel, the hon, Prime Minister
ought to have emphatically asserted that a smal]l country like Czechoslovakia

which wants to bring about internal reforms, should not be destroyed by
military pressure and threats.

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: When the situation is very delicate, it is the
duty of the Government to see that it does not take any step which would
further escalate the situation. We have not abandoned our policy. So far
&s the question of writing is concerned, there are so many Governments
in the world, but on behalf of Government no one hag intervened, The
countries which are speaking in this matter have different type of relations
with them. At present it is not advisable for us to do anything. The leaders
and the people of Czechoslovakia know fully well as to what is in their
interest ang they are tackling the situation,
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