
/27 Ll_mc^_hn%m =^^l_mm &J', @oo>FQO> /3* /672 &O=G=' jl_mc^_hn%m =^^l_mm &>-' /3.

&0' Qc` Mp]gd^ T\fan &Bso`indji ja
Idhdo\odji' &A`gcd >h`i_h`io' ?dgg*
/750,

A A *G A [ef(

?RPFKBPP >ASFPLOV
@LJJFQQBB

K FK Q E O B M L G FQ

QEB JFKFPQBO LC M>OIF>JBKQ(
>OV >CC>FOP >KA PEFMMFKD >KA
QO>KPMLOQ &PEOF O>G ?>E>ARO' 8
F ]`b oj hjq` 8

ÜQc\o ocdn Ejpn` _j \bm`` rdoc oc`
Kdioc O`kjmo ja oc` ?pndi`nn >_qdnjmt
@jhhdoo`` km`n`io`_ oj oc` Ejpn` ji
oc` 1m_ >kmdg* /750, 

JO, PMB>HBO 8 Qc` lp`nodji dn 8

ÜQc\o ocdn Ejpn` _j \bm`` rdoc oc`
Kdioc O`kjmo ja oc` ?pndi`nn >_qdnjmt
@jhhdoo`` km`n`io`_ oj oc` Ejpn` ji
oc` 1m_ >kmdg* /750,á

Pb_ gincih q[m [^ijn_^,

-&"$' 123"

JLQFLK LC QE>KHP LK QEB
MOBPFABKQâP >AAOBPPÖ]ihn^+

JO, PMB>HBO 8 Qc` Mmdh` Jdidno`m
rdgg ijr m`kgt oj oc` _`]\o` ji oc` Mm`nd+
_`io%n >__m`nn,

QEB MOFJB JFKFPQBO* JFKFPQBO
LC >QLJF@ BKBODV* JFKFPQBO LC
BIB@QOLKF@P* JFKFPQBO LC ELJB
>CC>FOP >KA JFKFPQBO LC FKCLO+
J>QFLK >KA ?OL>A@>PQFKD
& PEO/J>QF FKAFO> D>KAEF ' 8 Jm,
Pk`\f`m* Pdm* F adi_ htn`ga di m\oc`m
\ nom\ib` ndop\odji ]`^\pn`* ijmh\ggt* /
ncjpg_ c\q` gdf`_ oj h\f` \ n^\ocdib m`kgt
oj oc` \^^pndib m`h\mfn h\_` amjh oc` joc`m
nd_`* ]po F _j ijo gdf` oj cdo k`jkg` rc`i
oc`t \m` _jri* \i_ do r\n j]qdjpn amjh
n`q`m\g ja oc` nk``^c`n h\_` amjh oc` jkkj+

ndodji nd_` oc\o oc`t \m` di_``_Önjh` ja
oc`hÖ di oc` _`kocn ja _`km`nndji, Li` jm
orj ja oc` nk``^c`n oc\o / gdno`i`_ oj b\q`
h` oc` dhkm`nndji oc\o oc` nk`\f`mn c\_ cdbc
a`q`m jm njh` np^c \dgh`io,**&Ehn_llojncihm'
F ocdif* F \h ]`dib q`mt h``f,,,&--on_lloj+
ncih',

PEOF GVLQFOJLV ?LPR &Ad\hji_
E \m]jpm'8 Tc`i tjp adi_ a`q`m di tjpm
jkkjndodji ]`i^c* i\opm\ggt tjp \m`,

PEOFJ>QF FKAFO> D>KAEF 8 Fa F
^\i ]mdib _jri oc` a`q`m* oc`i F nc\gg ^`m+
o\digt ]` c\kkt,

Am, H\hd Pdibc* \ijoc`m amd`i_ jkkjndo`*
dn \gnj di oc` Lkkjndodji \i_ F ocdif oc\o
oc` Ejpn` fijrn oc\o c` dn nomjibgt jkkjn`_
oj jpm kjgd^d`n, Kj _jp]o c` rdgg m`h\di
jkkjn`_ oj oc`h \i_ c` c\n* ja ^jpmn`* oj
_j nj, ?po cdn nk``^c r\n \ ]\g\i^`_ ji`*
k`mc\kn ]`^\pn` c` dn \ nkjmonh\i \i_ c\n
g`\mio oj kg\t oc` b\h`,

Pjh` cji, h`h]`mn nkjf` \o g`iboc
\]jpo _`hj^m\^t* ]po do n``h`_ oj h` oc\o*
oj oc`h oc`m` dn _`hj^m\^t rcdg` oc`t \m`
rdiidib \i_ ocdibn \m` ji oc`dm nd_`* ]po
ij _`hj^m\^t da oc`t _jm ijo rdi, Qc`i
njh`ocdib dn rmjib rdoc _`hj^m\^t, Fo dn ajm
oc` Ejpn` oj ep_b` rc`oc`m ocdn dn \ kmjk`m
_`adidodji ja oc` rjm_, &Ehn_llojncihm'

PEOF GVLQFOJLV ?LPR 8 ?t pn` ja
jaad^d\g h\^cdi`mt, , *&fhn(lloLncino'

PEOFJ>QF FKAFO> D>KAEF 8 F _j
ijo r\io oj `io`m dioj \ ^jiomjq`mnt rdoc
oc` cji, b`iog`h\i jkkjndo`* ]po r` \gg fijr
oc\o oc` J\msdno _`adidodji ja _`hj^m\^t c\n
i`q`m ]``i oc` n\h` \n oc\o `q`i ja oc` m`no
ja oc` Lkkjndodji, Qc`m` dn ij kjdio di
`io`mdib dioj \ ^jiomjq`mnt,

Pjh` ja jpm amd`i_n jkkjndo` c\q` \gr\tn
]``i kmjkc`on ja bgjjh* ijo m`^`iogt ]po ajm
h\it t`\mn* gjib ]^djm` / ]`^\h` Mmdh`
Jdidno`m jm ^\h` dioj oc` Djq`mih`io,

Pjh` ja oc`n` jg_ c\]don \m` _daad^pgo oj
nc\f` jaa, ?po* / _j a``g oc\o oj ocm`\o`i
qdjg`i^` di oc` h\ii`m do dn njh`odh`n _ji`
c`m` jm `q`i oj ocm`\o`i h\nn P\ot\bm\c\ dn
ijo q`mt m`nkjind]g` o\gf, >i_ ^`mo\digt* tpj



15 i President's Address (M) APRtL 4, 1972 President's Address (M) 152

[Shrimati Indira Gandhi]

can't have mass Satyagraha against the 
masses.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur) ; 
Without the masses.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : This 
debate has ranged over a number of days, 
perhaps longer than I remember in previous 
sessions. Many points made were common to 
those made in the Budget debate. A large 
number of subjects have been covered but I 
shall confine myself only to the broader 
issues. Many of the points have, of course, 
been replied to by Members who spoke from 
our own side and sometimes by the Members 
of the Opposition Parties ^\sot t ,{JntenuPm 
tions). Members of Parliament are expected 
to  have* a  slightly longer memory.

A few speakers stressed the point that 
instead of removing poverty we are removing 
the opposition. 1 don’t think observations of 
this kind help to strengthen democracy 
because they indicate a  certain lack of confi
dence in the judgment of the people. I refuse 
to take the bl ame for the failure of the 
opposition Parties at the polls.

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra) : We 
want you to take the credit.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : Well, 
as the hon. Member knous, I have publicly 
given them the credit, that much of our 
suceess is due to the mistakes they have 
made. 1 have no d o u b t .(Interruptions) I 
have publicly acknowledged this. I don’t 
think that 1 should contradict..,(.Interrup
tions)

SHRI ATAL BIHARl VAJPAYEE 
(Gwalior): Including misuse of governmental 
machinery.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : Use of 
governmental machinery, fascist methods.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : We all 
know what methods were used by the CPM 
in previous elections. That is why I said 
earlier, let us not enter into these arguments.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : We were 
not in power at that time. We were not the 
ruling party.

MR. SPEAKER : Order please. Try to 
understand her.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Fashions 
are always changing. The whole point of 
fashion is change. But the latest fashion now 
for the Opposition Parties is to talk about 
the rigging of elections and this, needless to 
say. to quote the phrase my father often 
used, is “fantastic nonsense". I repudiate all 
these charges totally and 1 am glad that 
some Members of the Opposition have them
selves exposed the hollowness of these allega
tions.

I t has also been said that wc have 
exploited the Bangla Desh issue in the Elec
tions. But I should like to remind the hon. 
Members that we have had elections even 
before this issue came up, before the war 
had begun or even before the public know 
about the movement in Bangla Desh. We 
know the results of those elections also...

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : In West 
Bengal.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : There 
was a General Election in West Bengal. The 
Bangla Desh issue did make a difference but 
what made a difference even more then what 
happened in Bangla Desh was the propa
ganda made by some Opposition Parties 
against our Bangla Desh policy. 1 might tell 
the hon. Member— 1 am sorry 1 am digres
sing a bit— I have received tetters from 
people saying that they have consistently 
supported the Marxists but that they were so 
shocked by what was being said in this elec
tion that although they might not vote for 
Congress, they would not vote for the CPM.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : Signed
ones ?

SHK1MAI1 INDIRA GANDHI : Signed 
ones, with address and all complete.

Hencc people have voted overwhelmingly 
for us. They have voted before. Certainly
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Bangla Desh has made a difference. But the 
plain fact is that they are full of confidence. 
They do believe that a beginning has been 
made. They do think that this Government 
is capable bf taking determined and resolute 
action and this is why they have voted for 
us. I entirely agree with the friends opposite 
when they say that if we do not live up to 
all we have promised and if we do not 
deliver the goods, the people will not vote 
for us again. That is quite obvious and is 
part of democracy. This is the challenge 
befor us all but it is not a challenge merely 
to the Government. It is important to us 
whether we form the government or some
body else doesi, but, what is more important 
is that what needs to be done for the Indian 
people, is done. If other people can do this, 
I shall not stand in their way.

ft is often said that if a particular word 
or term is not repeated it is forgotten. Yester
day I heard a speech wherein it was stated 
that the word socialism had now been given 
the go-by. ft has not been given the go-by- 
ncither have socialism nor gttnhi hatao nor 
any of the slogans which we have been rai
sing. All our programmes and the progress 
we make will show that they are not for
gotten, but, it js true that slogans or words 
have to be viewed differently at different 
times. We have moved forward from our 
previous position. We are in the midst of 
implementing these programmes. We do raise 
slogans even now, but we are also fully 
involved in implementing them. Just 
because a particular Address does not make 
mention of a phrase or word this does not 
mean for a second that we have di verted 
from our basic objectives or even from our 
short-term programmes.

When we speak about the removal of 
poverty, we must also remember—in spite of 
what an hon. Member said yesterday, — that 
the concept of poverty and of the needs of 
the people is a changing one. People are 
demanding more than they did even 5 years 
ago. They are demanding more and the whole 
poverty line is a moving one. What might 
have satisfied people a few years ago is not 
going to satisfy them now and that is only 
right.

SHRI FJQLOO M O B Y : Moving upwards 
or downwards ?

SHRIMAT1 INDIRA GANDHI : It is 
moving upwards, not sindeways. (Inter'up- 
tions) I would like to assure the House that 1 
do not believe in regimentation. I think that it 
is good that we have people of different shapes 
and sizes, that we have different customs and 
cultural practices. They all add to the spice 
of life.

Progress has to be viewed in terms of 
the minimum requirements of the majority of 
our people who are poor, and not only 
in terms of the luxuries of a very few and 
even not, I would say, of the extras of the 
numbers who are in between. We have to 
make a far greater effort in helping those who 
are at the very lowest level. While I have 
said that the poverty-line has moved, I must 
confess that those who are at the very bottom 
have benefited the least and there are some 
who have not benefited at all. It was neces
sary to build an infra-structure and this is 
uhat we were concerned with all these years,
1 think that we have succeeded in doing this 
to a large extant and we are now at a stage 
when we can push forward with a massive 
programme to meet these needs and to pro
vide the basic amenities to our people.

Hon. Members have in their speeches 
understandably voiced concern about prices 
and in the notices for amendments. Amongst 
our economic objectives. Government attaches 
very high priority to reasonable price stabi
lity. f do not claim that our attempts in this 
regard have been wholly successful.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : Not at all.

SHRTMATr INDIRA G A N D H I: I would 
request hon. Members, including even those 
sitting on the other side, to objectively 
analyse the factors which govern the price 
situation and not to exaggerate the extent of 
the price rise.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : What about 
sugar ?

SHRI M ATI INDIRA GANDHI ^ . . b e 
cause, t think that such over-statements as 
are sometimes made only strengthen the 
inflationary psychology in the country.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : The second 
highest in the world. (Interruptions). How can 
we hear all this undiluted thing ?
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SHRI R. V. SWAM1NATHAN 
(Madurai) : He must hear all these things 
also.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : All 
psychologists say that when a person is frus
trated, he should be allowed to speak... 
(Interruptions) otherwise there can be more 
dangerous explosions otherwise.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY B O StJ: Face the 
issues.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : Econo
mic analysts, many of whom were prophes- 
ing all kinds of dire consequences and a 
breakdown of the economy of India only a 
very short time jgo , have now expressed 
welcome surprise yt the manner in which we 
have been able to control the price line, m 
spite of the extraordinary expenditure which 
had to incur last year.

Of course, there has been a rise in prices. 
Nobody is defying this. But it ts accepted 
that it has been contained within reasonable 
limits, and this is a measure of the success 
of the various steps which we took last yeai, 
such as the regulalion of credit, the banning 
of forward trading in certain commodities, 
timely and selective imports of essential raw 
materials and above all, the mobilisation of 
larger resources to meet our commitments on 
refugees relief, defence etc.

Some hon. Members have asked why we 
need still require large resources since the 
refugees have now returned ? But I do not 
think I need to dwell on this matter every
one is fully aware of the additional burdens 
which we still have to bear.

The policy we that have steadfastly 
followed since the biginning of the Fourth 
Plan of building up adequate buffer stocks of 
foodgrains has also paid dividends. In spite 
of floods in Northern India, and drought in 
some parts of the south, our stocks of food
grains are now at a record level, and this 
augurs well for the stability of foodgrains 
prices and this will no doubt have a stabilis
ing cffect on the cost of living. But bon. 
Members must give deeper thought to this 
matter, because we must maintain a reasona
ble balance between the interests of purchasers 
and the consumers. I feel that farmer who

have large marketable surpluses should be 
willing to share some of their gains of increas
ed productivity with consumers. The mainte
nance of higher prices for farm produce at 
artificially higher lavels can only generate 
pressures for higher prices elsewhere in the 
economy and this cannot be in the interests 
of the farmers themselves in the long run. 
I hope hon. Members will take an integrate- 
ed view of the whole problem of prices when 
they consider the question of remunerative 
prices for agricultural produce.

In rtgard to the fixation of prices of 
manufactured goods also, we should give up 
the cost-plus approach which has in the past 
made things easy for inefficient producers 
because they are not forced to resort to more 
prudent management of resources and to 
reduce their costs. So, whatever decision we 
take on individual prices, these should sub
serve the interests of the national economy 
as a whole and not seek to benefit any one 
section at the cost of the other.

I fully support the emphasis which hon. 
members have laid on the urgent need to 
multiply employment opportunities. A major 
b reak-th rough  on this front in the next 
three or four years is absolutely essential if 
we are to establish the viability of our polti- 
cal and economic system,

More the any other factor, it is unemploy
ment which aggravates poverty and creates 
frustration particularly amongest the young 
and educated. A more egalitarian sociat 
order cannot be built unless employment 
opportunities for gainful employment are 
more widely distributed. A high rate of eco
nomic growth can itself solve some of the 
problems of unemployment. But I do not 
subscribe to the preposition that only a high 
rate of groth can solve our problems and 
that we can afford to leave unemployment to 
the tender mercies of such growth. The experi
ence of many developed countries has shown 
that unemployment and high of growth can 
and do co-exist in many of these countries. 
We should not get enmeshed in economic 
jargon on these matters. An entirely new 
outlook has to be evolved. In this I hope 
we shall have the co-operation of all. I 
hope soon to call a meeting of the Leaders 
of the Opposition so that we can exchange 
views on some of these matters.
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SHRI SHYAMNANDAN M1SHRA 
(Begnsarai) : What has happened to th r 
Committee on Planning ? There used to be a- 
Prime Minister’s Committee on Planning.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : That 
was a very long time ago and much water 
has flowed down the Ganga and other rivers 
since then.

Therefore, full employment or fuller 
employment is one of the central objectives 
of our plan. Special programmes have to 
be undertaken to supplement the opportu
nities for employment generated b> the Plan. 
Hon. members know that a number of pro
grammes of this nature were initiated cailicr. 
I knoA that all of them have not gathered 
momentum, but they are now beginning to 
do so, and I think their effect will soon be 
felt.

The Budget also shows further evidence 
of Government’s earnestness in tackling this 
problem. The Annual Plan for 1972-73 
provides for an appreciable increase m 
development outlays in the public sector and 
this should bring about material improve
ment in the tempo of economic activity in 
the private sector also. The additional pro
vision of Rs. 125 crores made in the Plan 
will enable Government to implement a 
number of new employment-oriented schemes 
which would, at the same time, meet some 
of the basic needs of our people such as 
drinking water supply, housing, roads and 
so on.

As I have said earlier, as we gain ex
perience, as we implement these schemes 
successfully, more employment opportunities 
will automatically open out we shall be able 
to harness our enormous manpower, skilled 
as well as unskilled and dovetail employ
ment with programmes for the removal of 
poverty.

But for all this, we need massive invest
ment which can only come out of higher 
domestic savings, hard work and increased 
productivity. This will be feasible only if 
all o f us accept the imperative need for 
greater efficiency and set about achieving it 
in all sectors o f our economy. I have been 
repeating—and I hope I will not be mis
understood if I  say ft again—that those who

arc employed have a special obligation to 
the unemployed. 1 do appreciate the diffi
culties, I do sympathise with the difficulties 
of those who have demands; but at the same 
time, if we are to give in to the demands of 
these limited numbers we do take away from 
the resources available for the very much 
larger number who are seeking employment. 
So let not one group of people, even though 
they may not be affluent, be exploiters of 
the unemployed. Workers, particularly 
those in the organised sector, should recog
nise that by keeping the wheels of industry 
moving without interruption, they can make 
a very significant contribution to economic 
growth and thus to the creation of greater 
employment, [f we have called for a mora
torium on strikes oud lock-outs, it is not for 
the benefit of those who control industrial 
units; it is for the benefit of the nation and 
specially for those who are the least privileg
ed sections.

SHRI INDRAJ1T GUPTA ; (Aliporc) : 
What about a moratorium on prices and 
profits ?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : It all 
goes together. If production rises, then that 
will affcct prices.

The President’s Address has emphasised 
self-reliance as one of the major objectives 
of high priority. Our friend opposite has 
reminded us, although we needed no such 
reminding, that none of these objectives arc 
new objectives. If he takes the trouble to 
read my speeches, I have said this almost in 
every speech I have made, whether to limited 
audience or to vust public gatherings. The 
Congress has stood for self-reliance from 
the beginning; the Congress has stood for 
socialism and all these things. But, as I 
said earlier, when we said these things earlier, 
they were not on the horizon; they were 
only distant goals. Now we have moved 
forward and we are very much closer to the 
goal. So, the slogan is the same; the ob
jective is the same; but naturally as we pro
ceed towards it, the attitude has to change; 
new programmes and new steps have to be 
undertaken.

The hon. Member opposite gave such 
fulsome praise to my father yesterday, a few 
minutes ago 1 said that Members of Parlia-
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racnt should have better memories; but per* 
haps they are privileged not to have any 
Memory. Quite often they contradict them
selves. I remember some of the speeches 
when my father was Prime Minister, and I 
do not remember having the same fulsome 
praise in those days. In fact, the criticism 
was very much on the lines o f  what the hon. 
member said yesterday. (Interruptions). Any
way, I welcome the support which the hon. 
Members and the people at large have ex
tended to our policy of self-reliance. (Inter
ruptions).

MR. SPEAKER : O d e r  please.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : We
must be clear as to what we mean by self- 
reliance, because every word is given diffe
rent meaning. No nation, not even the most 
affluent one, can insulate its economy. All 
nations are inter-dependcnt to a certain ex
tent; they must share services and goods, 
and India certainly will need considerable 
time to absorb improved technologies and 
equipment from outside. But we want to 
pay for those goods and services, increasing
ly through our own export earnings, and we 
must always see that through this outside 
and, whether it is of knowhow or material, 
other influences should not infiltrate. We 
shall always be vigilant about that.

Our increase in exports is largely depen
dent on the economic policies of developed 
countries; and in particular, on the provision 
of fair opportunities of access to their 
market. So, in co-operation with other 
under-developed countries, we shall seek just 
solutions for our own trading problems. 
However, in the ultimate analysis, the success 
of our export promotion efforts will be deter
mined by the overall efficiency of our own 
economy and the extent 10 which we can 
keep down our costs.

Import substitution is equally important. 
The President’s Address has identified some 
of the specific sectors in which import sub
stitution is of critical importance. To give 
examples, the production of an extra million 
tonnes of steel in the current year is well 
within our reach if all those engaged in this 
industry, management as well as labour, will 
bend their energies to this task and function

unitedly for the achievement of our national 
goal. ( Interruptions) 1 can assure hon. Mem
bers that the Minister is certainly bending 
all his energies.

Much is said about the grant of indus
trial licences to the large houses. Our policy 
is quite clear on this. We are not going 
back on it. What has been done is that when 
there is no suitable medium or new entre
preneur and when no one comes forward in 
what are called the core or heavy investment 
sectors or export-oriented industries, in such 
cases, we have granted industrial licences to 
the large houses, after satisfying ourselves 
that they can set up the capacity for the 
production quickly. This is especially so in 
regard to backward areas, because otherwise 
it would me an that we would not be able to 
set up any industry in those areas and this 
would not only not help the backward dis
tricts to forge ahead, but it would also entail 
loss of production and involve larger imports 
to meet rising domestic needs.

Our vision of development is not confined 
to simple economic development; we feel 
that it should inculcate pride and content
ment in work; it should not only give a 
sense of participation but genuine/involve
ment to every Indian in the shaping of the 
country’s future.

My hon. friend opposite said yesterday 
something about hippies. If he knows India 
at all he should know that this is not a  new 
phenomenon for us. We have our own 
varieties, we do not call them hippies; perhaps 
they do not look like hippies. Nevertheless, 
they do exist and they have been rightly or 
have wrongly hallowed by history. I personally 
an obsession with cleanliness. Also I have 
nothing to say for those who are drug addicts. 
However this question should not be oversim
plified. We must realise that many of these 
hippies have taken positive stands on various 
issues. Some have become hippies to avoid, 
for instance, going to Viet Nam to bamb the 
in n o c e n t '(Interruption?) 1 personally do not 
think that a hippy is in any way worse than 
somebody whose livelihood is dependent on 
the exploitation of others* who may observe 
the outward forms of society but indulge in 
other undesirable activities. 1 cannot* speak 
for all hippies, t  do not know whether they
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all think alike. But ccrtainly some of them 
are attempting to get away from what is 
known today as the “concrete jungles” of 
the big cities of the affluent conutries and 
the limited values of the acquisitive society.

As I was coming to the house an hon. 
Member on our side requested that I should 
say a word about the dacoit menace. We are 
all aware of the seriousness of this problem. 
Perhaps you know that the Home Ministry 
is having talks with the concerned states 
looking into this problem. There arc many 
other matters which are also of importance 
which 1 am not going into because it would 
take too long.

1 come now to foreign policy and 
our unilateral offer of ceasefire. I am not 
going into the question of who supported 
and who did noi support this measure. 
Membeis of the Opposition, or at least 
reperesentatives of all parties were called. 
When this discussion came up on an earlier 
occasion the othei Opposition members 
contradicted what some have said; I am not 
going into that matter again.

Our unilateral offer of a ceasefire has 
been welcomed in all international circles, 
all over the world; not only that 1 have also 
no hesitation in saying that it has been 
widely praised within our own country 
among all sections of the people. The Jan 
Sangh stand on this matter is tjpical of its 
extremely chauvinistic, immature and anti
philosophy of life. So enthusiastic was the 
popular feeling about the role which the 
Soviet Union played during the whole 
crisis of Bangla Desh that even the Jan 
Sangh was compelled to desist from talking 
against them. But now they seem to have 
reverted to their earlier passion for bating 
the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is a 
friend of India, and we value their friend
ship. However, any one who imagines that 
we shall allow ourselves to be dictated to by 
third parties in our negotiations with 
Pakistan or in any other matter, foreign or 
domestic, is quite off the mark. Let me 
make that quite clear. The Government of 
India have consistently spoken for and 
wanted normalisation of relations with 
Pakistan, and we continue to want it. I 
took the initiative this time by saying that T 
would be prepared for talks, and indeed we 
are in direct touch with Pakistan. One must

learn from past experience, but I do not 
think that one can keep harping on the past 
I hope that India and Pakistan can both 
now turn their backs on the era of confl
i c t s  and confrontation. Whatever some 
short-sighed people might say or do, I think 
that this nation as a hole does desire to live 
in peace with Pakistan, and indeed with ail 
its neighbours. We have never had any 
quarrel with the people of Pakistan. They 
have long suffered, and I think their only 
mistake was that they believed all the lies 
that were told to them about India. Perhaps 
even now they do not have a correct appre
ciation of our attitude, o f what we are 
in our own country or our desire for friend
ship with our neighbouring country. I should 
like them to know that we do not propose 
negotiate in any spirit of arrogance, we do 
not wish to humiliate any one. We should 
like to discuss matters in a spirit o f friend
ship and co-operation. We have believed 
that the triumphs of peace are greater than 
those of war. It is peace we seek, a  peace 
which is enduring, so that we can concentrate 
on our own affairs, on our own war on 
poverty.

Negotiations cannot be conducted through 
speeches or public postures. Channels of 
communication are available for the exchange 
of ideas. I believe that Pakistan, Bcngla Desh 
and India, working together in a spirit of 
co-operation and good neighbourliness, can 
be a source of strength to one another. We 
have not become independent to become 
pawns in other people’s hands, tf  we work 
together, we can become stronger within our 
own country, and contribute to the strength 
of the sub-continent and, 1 would say. to all 
the developing countries.

To come back to the national scene, I 
said earlier that we have had many prophets 
of gloom and doom.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA : 
And bloom.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : If you 
can think of any other matching or rhyming 
word, I am willing to accept it.

But one by one, we have proved them 
wrong. There were people who thought that 
we could not become independent through
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non-violence, there were people who thought 
that a democratic system could not have a 
plannad economy, there were people who 
thought that adult franchise would not work 
where there are large numbers of illiterate 
and so on and so forth. There were people 
who thought we could not survive the split 
in the party, the Bangla Desh crisis. The list 
is a long one, but one by one we have show 
that this country has a sound base and the 
people are determined to solve their problems 
in our own way.

My Hon’blc friend opposite, Shyamnandan 
Babu is a well-read person. So, 1 hcMfatc to 
quote something to him. I am not good at 
remembering names of authors, but yesterday 
when he was speaking a verse came to my 
mind. I do no< remember who has written it 
But it says—1 am not quoting the poem; I 
am just telling what it is about : An old man 
is complaining. He is saying, th<* steps aie so 
steep; the passage is so dark and other such 
things. The sympathetic listener pays great 
attention to him and ihen remarks, “Well, 
this may be so. But it is strange that no 
complaint has come from you'h !’* Aee is 
not merely a question of years; il is a quos- 
tion of one's outlook. There is no doubt that 
in the country today, there is a mood ot 
optimism. There is a mood of confidence 
There is a feeling that while the problems aie 
tremendous, they can be solved. Today 
nobody asks, “Can you do this ? Can India 
do this ?” Whether from outside oi inside, 
whether experts or ordinary people, the 
question is, “When can this be completed ?’* 
This in itself shows a major step forward.

Too long have some in our country 
played the game of our enemies by persisting 
in  minimizing our achievement, by denigra
ting our Icadeis in short, in sapping the con
fidence and will of our people. We are 
passing through critical months. (Interrup- 

1 am not talking about myself; 1 
am talking about previous years. We arc 
neither at war, nor are we completely at 
peace. Perhaps we arc in for a long 
period of a testing of nerves In this situa
tion, it is imperative that we all remain calm, 
cool and united and also that we do not 
forget the war at home, which is the war 
against poverty.

A new outlook is needed in dealing with 
all the old problems as well as with the new 
challenges which our development and growth 
are throwing up. Can the hon. Members of 
the opposition rise above their frustration 
and try to look beyond the horizon, So that 
we can fight and win this battle together ?

We must deal with the problem of 
economic and social transformation with the 
same determination that we showed in meet
ing last year’s challenges. This is, as the Presi- 
ident has stated, on less heroic and no less 
essential. In fact, it is a bigper challenge and 
has to be met at several levels and on many 
fronts, f sincerely hope that when you recover 
from the shock of the last month or so, we 
can all sit down and once more work unitealy 
for the welfare of our people.

Sir, 1 request the House to adopt the 
Motion of Thanks.

MU. SP1 Mvl'.R : There are a num
ber of amendments First 1 will take up 
amendments Nos. 1 to 9 moved by Prof. S. 
L, Sakscna. He is not heje. I am putting his 
amendments Nos. 1 to 9 to the vote of the 
House.

Amendments A7>.s. 1 to 9 were put ami 
negatived.

MR. SPF.AKFR : There are 4 amend
ments by Shri N. Sreekantan Nair, amend
ments Nos. 10,11,12 and 13. Is he with
drawing them ?

SHRI N. SRFIvKANTAN NATR 
(Quilon) : No, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER : I will not put amend
ments Nos. 10,11,12 and 13 of Mr. Sreckan- 
tan Nair to the vote of the House.

Amenchnents Nos. 10 to 13 were put 
and negatived.

MR. SPEAKER : I will now put amend
ment Nos. 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 moved 
by Shri K. S. Chavda to the vote of the 
House.




