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and wise rulers of our ancient land. It is 
fitting that he should be laid to rest in an 
important centre of learning which he him-
self had built through his dedication and 
where practically every brick, book and 
trcc he had chosen. He will be one with 
the soil, the flowers and the plants of the 
land he loved so much. Dr Zakir Husain 
was a man who wanted our country to be-
come a garden and a school. His gradous 
presence is no more but his gentle words 
of deep conviction and his example of dedi-
cation, compassion and tolerance will remain 
in our memory and become part of our 
conscience. 

Mr Speaker, as the Head of the Govern-
ment I naturally mourn the death of the 
President. In the many difficult crises 
through which the country has passed during 
his brief tenure, he was a source of strength 
to my Government. But I remember him 
from the olden days of our frccdom struggle. 
I remember also his long-standing comrade-
ship with my father and other eminent 
leaders. This was a partnership which bound 
together all classes and castes, the old and 
the young in a common-cause the unity, 
the freedom and the welfare of our people. 

In paying homage to Dr. Zakir Husain, 
let us rededicate ourselves to our cherished 
values and to our unfinished tasks. 

May I, Sir, on behalf of the 
Government and also on behalf of the whole 
House, request you to be good enough to 
convey to Dr. Zakir Husain's family our 
lincercst condolences as also the assurance 
that we share their sorrow? 

May I move a Resolution at this stage? 
Sir, I bet! to move: 

"That the Lok Sabha, assembled under 
the shadow of a national tragedy, ex-
presses its profound sense of sorrow at 
the sudden death of the President of 
India, Dr. Zakir Husain, and pledges 
itself to promote the high ideals of 
patriotism, national unity, secularism 
and the service of humanity whicb he 
upheld." 

SHRI M. R. MASANI (Rajkot): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in arlef we are united. The 

Leader of tbe House has spoken for all 
of us. I would like, on behalf of my Party 
to associate ourselves with wbat has faIlen 
from her lips and also with the Resolution 
that has been placed before the House. 

Sir, it is now more than thirty years 
that I recall first meeting Dr Zakir Husain. 
Most of the time that I knew him, I knew 
him as an educationist. It was in that 
capacity that many of us came to appreciate 
him and admire him. 

I remember, in the early forties, or the 
mid-forties when he was concerned witb 
establishing tbe Jamia Milia, I had tbe 
privilege to be of a little help to bim in 
placing that establishment on a well-endowed 
and stable basis. 

And then, later on, I knew hil)1 as 
Vice-Chancellor of Aligarh University, I later 
as Governor of Bihar and then as Vice-
President. 

As the Prime Minister had said, Sir, 
he was an embodiment of culture, of patrio-
tism and love of the country, of gentleness 
and humility. 

As the Prime Minister recalled, in 1967 
we, on this side of the House, were unable 
to concur in his election as President. 
That, Sir, was based on broad political con-
siderations and the national interest as we 
conceived it. And it was done, so far as 
some of us were concerned, with great 
regret, because of the personal regard we 
had for the man, 

He was a great Gandhian and a great 
democrat and he understood this and I 
can testify to the fact that he did not allow 
that incident to colour or mar in the slightest 
the personal relations he had with some of 
11S. I remember only a few months ago, a 
long, intimate conversation 1 bad with him 
when he shared with me his concern at the 
state of the country and the nation. 

A commentator of All India Radio said 
on Saturday night tbat be bated to think of 
Dr Zakir Husain as belonging to tbe world 
of politics. He said that "neitber tempera-
mentally nor intellectually did he belong to 
that shady world." Perbaps tbe way in 




