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WM bad economica, and the aeconc:t WM bad politlca. 
Today, I feel that whh so far u economlca ii concerned 
the then Finance Minlater continuea to do what he 
proposed at that time. It is something, which we puraued, 
and you are continuing it. 

[Tf111181s/ionj 

All right Its nuisance wlU creep In Budget speech, 
faults do creep in 

But so far as bad politics la concerned, I have a 
feeing that 8V8n though after the emergency nobody 
~ dare to Impose an emergency, but the bulc 
mlndlet which brought about the emergency that 

[Translaflon/ 

the entire country should rwnaln under our control. 
The similar mindset is uo existing today and It wll be 
used against BJP. I would Uke to submit to the alllance 
It will be used against all .•• (lntmruptiona) Lalu Pruad J 
la victim to It. Donot worry ... (lnltllrUplions) 

{Efll/llsh/ 

Therefore, I plead with the hon. Prime Minister to 
pursue on the same lines. ... (lnltlmpions) 

MR. SPEAKER: He Is concluding. Thia la his last 
sentence. 

SHRI L.K. ADVANI: Let him pursue the same llne, 
which we developed, In so far as the economy 18 
concerned, but he should completely abandon thla polltica, 
If he has the power to do it; otherwise distance hlmNlf 
from it. 

MR. SPEAKER: Now, hon. Prime Mlniater. Pleue, 
let us give each other a proper hearing. 

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I deem 
It a great privilege to be standing here today to upreu 
the gratitude of our Government to the reepected 
Rashtrapatiji for his address to Members of both HOUNI 
of Parliament. 

Sir, this is a hard earned privilege for me since I 
have had to wait out the entire year to perform this 
happy task. I would like to take this opportunity to doubly 
thank the President-for hi& Address last year and hie 
Address this year. 

Sir, IMl y.ar, the RuhtrapathlJ outlined the nature 
of the ti11oric mandate the conatltuenta of the United 
Prognialive AlliMC8 had received from the people of our 
COll'llry. He alao outlined the vision underlying the National 
Common Minimum Programme: A vision of share 
p,aapeety, of an lnclueive eoaety, of a caring poUty. The 
Praaldent capued the eaence of Ihle phlloeophy In his 
Addreu to Parffament this year when he said that we 
want Inda to shine, but that It must shine for all. 

Sir, this year, the Prealdent has outlined the many 
atepa we have taken In office In a brief period of nine 
months to fulftl some of the moat Important promien we 
have ma In the National Common Minimum Programme. 
Read togaller, the two Addreeaea of the President offer 
an overview of the poHttcal revolution that the United 
Progreulve Alliance has authored in translating the 
mandate of the elections of 2004. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the President has paid an eloquent 
tfllute to all thoae who acted heroically In dealing with 
this disaster clled 'Taunaml'. Our Armed Forces, our 
paramilitary foroea, our State Govemments and our own 
Central Govemment aulhorillel acted with great speed to 
provide relief and then thereon from relief and succour to 
move on to the tuk of rehabilitation. I wish to Join the 
hon. Leader of Oppoaltlon In paying tributes particularly 
to our Armed Forces, our Coast Guard, and our 
paramllltary forces for the heroic task that they have 
accompli8hed. 

Before I go further, I liltened very carefully to the 
advice of the hon. Leader of the Opposition. I respect 
him. He Is a seuoned politician who has been In polttlca 
much longer than I have been. When he advised me 
that I was becoming an lnvlelble Prime Mlnlater, I miat 
solemnly say that, that Is a charge I do not plead guilty 
to. Whether a Prime Mlnleter Is vlalble or not visible should 
be Judged from the conduct of our Govemment. and when 
I outline what we have achieved in nine months, It le for 
the Houae to Judge. 

However, I mult Ny, Sir, wherever people of India 
were In distreu In the lut nine months, I along with 
Soniajl went there. When our Government was faced with 
a drought, I went to thoee are• where the Intensity of 
the drought was ao aevere that farmers were committing 
aulcidel. When there were floods, I WU there with the 
people of 8lhar; I wu there with the people of Aslam. 
Slmllarty, I had been to Jammu and Kuhmlr twice In the 
last alx or Nven monttw. I was there in Andamane; I 
W88 there in Tamil Nadu; I WU thenl in Kerala, and I 
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[Dr. Manmohan Singh] 
was there in Andhra Pradesh when our people were faced 
with this Tsunami disaster. Therefore, our record speaks 
for ltseH. 

If you permit me, Mr. Speaker, I will outline what we 
have achievec1 In the last nine months. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, many hon. Members who were able 
to participate in the debate on the Motion of Thanks to 
the President on his Address have made very important 
points. I have taken note of their sentiments. Due to 
shortage of time, I may not be able to reply to all the 
points but hon. Members have my assurance that the 
suggestions that have been made on the floor of this 
House will receive our most serious attention. 

A question has been asked in this House as to what 
exactly we have done in these past nine months to 
redeem our pledge to the people. Let me say at the very 
outset that the President's Address should be read along 
with the Budget Speech of the Union Finance Minister 
and the Action Taken Report laid on the Table of the 
House by the hon. Finance Minister to fully appreciate 
the enormous work done by our Government in such a 
short period of time. To supplement this, our Govemment 
has also prepared a 'Report to the People', for the first 
time ever, that informs the general public as to what 
steps have been taken to implement the National Common 
Minimum Programme. Copies of this Report are being 
made available to every Member of Par1iament. They are 
also being sent to every media organisation. Never before 
I belief has a Government been so transparent and 
proactive in ~eeping the public informed. I will be the 
last one to say that we have achieved everything. I 
recognise that we have miles to go but we will perserve 
and we shall overcome. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Advaniji talked about the economic 
policies. Lot of things have happened in our country in 
the last 50 years. It is my sincere conviction that but for 
the solid foundation of our economy-the scientific 
infrastructure that Panditji created, the temples of learning 
Universities, Institutes of Management and Technology 
that Panditji created, the public sector Investments that 
were made to promote sett-reliance-we would not be 
where we are today. 

Changes have been made In the economic policies. 
In every living society these changes have to be made. 
Pandltjl hirneeH used to aay that we are living In a 
dynamic world and we cannot be 1laves au the time of 
the put. So we have made. changes, but the ba8lc thrust 

of our economic poloy rernalnl what wu oonoelved at 
the time of our I~ promote a self-reliant, 
progl'8881ve, humane and egaHtarian society. 

On the economic front. our efforta to ateer Indian 
economy on to a high-growth path are bearing fruit. 
Rashtrapatijl has referred to this in his adclreea and Ihle 
has been further elaborated upon In the Finance Minister's 
Budget Speech. Our Government wu elected on the 
basis of the mandate that reflected dluatlsfaction of 'aam 
sdmf with the way his concerns were being addreued. 
That is why we have made fighting Inflation and 
generating employment the two moet important goals of 
our economic policy. I am happy to report that the rate 
of inflation his dipped below five per cent diepute the 
drought and deaplte the sharp lncreaae In International 
prices of petroleum products. 

We have, at the same time, managed to create a 
growth momentum which haa not only delivered a growth 
of almost seven per cent this year, but 18 Hl<ely to deliver 
equally lmpreaeive growth In the coming years. Our 
external profile la robust and International Credit Rating 
Agencies are upgrading our sovereign rating. The balance 
of payment position is as comfortable as never before. 
International trade is booming with exports rising at over 
25 per cent in dollar terms In April-January, 2005. 

Sir, what is more impressive is after many years of 
investment famine under the NOA regime, we see a clear 
revival of investment activities and consequently, there Is 
a fine degree of confidence in the future of our economy. 
This confidence has been bolstered by the growing 
recognition of the fact that our politics of lnclusiveneea is 
creating a more humane social ba8la for more equitable 
economic growth. The one area of concern is the high 
level of fiscal and revenue deficits of State and Central 
Governments and I sincerely hope that we can, by 
working together, evolve a national polltlcal conaeneua in 
dealing with this flacal challenge. I am sure, Sir, that 
hon. Members will have an opportunity to debate further 
on this in the debate on the Union Budget. 

Sir, to sustain this sense of optimism our Govemment 
has taken steps to create a more equitable economic 
framework, a framework within which all regions and 
classes will participate in growth process. There is no 
point In having a high rate of growth If the benefits are 
not shared by al sections of society, particularty the 
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, backward 
cl88888, minorities and women. This requires taking steps 
to empower them, lnveating In their skin enhancement to 
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enable them to be active participanta . In the economy, 
providing a social-legal framework where lhllir righta are 
recongiaed and protected and creating an atmolphent of 
belonging and inclusiveneaa. 

Sir, the results of our efforts will, I am certain, bear 
fruit to the satisfaction of the people of this country. The 
foundation of a successful country is a healthy ec::onomy, 
a sound polity, strong Institutions and a harmonious 
society. We are committed to strengthen all these bulc 
foundations of our Republic. 

Sir, I have outlined the broad parameters of our 
economic policy framework The President's Addrees refers 
to aeven priority areas and I will draw the attention of 
the House to these priority areas to give you an idea of 
what we have been doing and what we plan to do. I 
recogniaed yesterday Shri George Femandeajl referred to 
thll matter and said that he did not find a match between 
what 18 stated in the President's Addreu and the Finance 
Minlltel'a Budget speech. I do not share that perception 
and I do want to show what we have done and what we 
propoaed to do to get this country once· again moving on 
to a high growth path, strong growth In output and 
employment and a stronger commitment to social equity. 

Sir, the Raahtrapatiji has referred to the seven priority 
areas of our Government-agriculture, employment, 
education, health care, water, urban renewal and 
infrutructure. Hon. Members wiU notice the correlation 
between theH high . priority areas and our vision of a 
proeperoua, equitable India. Nobody can deny that It Is 
only by focusing on public and private investment In these 
seven critical areas can we realise sustainable, equitable 
growth. 

Sir, as I had stated earlier, investment in human 
capital is essential for an Inclusive growth process. The 
importance we attach to elementary education Is apparent 
from the imposition of an education C888 and the priority 
we give to educational programme&. Slmultaneouely, we 
are about to launch the National Rural Health Million 
which will not only revamp the public health delivery 
system but which along with the lnltiativee In nutrition 
and education, repreaents our commitment to human 
capital formalion. 

Sir, hon. Members, and even Advanijl referred to the 
fact that the President's Address makes no mention of 
rural growth. Sir that perception Is also not correct. We 
have outlined a programme, a comprehensive 
programme-Bhanrt Nliman--Wh:Ch attaches high priority 

to the moat Important area which can have a bearing on 
the polity of nnl India. 

The "Bharat Nirman• programme OUlllned both In the 
Preeident'a Addr8l8 and the Budget epeect'I gives COi lCNlle 
shape to our commitment to achieving tangible outoomes 
in Irrigation, houllng, rural roads, clrlnlcing water, electriclty 
and telecommunication connectivity by 2009. 

Hon. Shri George Femandeejl appeared to have been 
diaappolntad that the Budget apeech did not adequately 
elaborate on the reference to ·Bharat Nirman• In the 
Prealdent'a Adchla. Sir, "Bharat Nlrman• 18 not a scheme 
and la not about "Outtaya• but about "()utcomea•. Thia ii 
a four year programme of Nral lnfraatructure development. 
The Finance Minister has Identified the following oukX>mel: 
namely, 

• To bring an additional one crore hectares under 
auured Irrigation; 

• To connect aU vlllagea that have a population 
of 1000 (or 500 In hUly/trlbal al'HII) with a road; 

• To construct 80 lakh additional houNI for the 
poor; 

• To provide drinking water lo the remaining 
74,000 habitations that are uncovered; 

• To reach electricity to the remaining 1,25,000 
villages and offer electricity connection to 2.3 
crore householda; and 

• To give telephone connectivity to the remaining 
66,822 vllagee. 

PROF. VUAY KUMAR MALHOTRA: Where 18 the 
allocation? ... (lnhlm,ptions) 

{TraMlatlonj 

MR. SPEAKER: You apeak on this lnue during 
dl8cusalone on the budget. 

... (/1*rrupl/on6) 

/Engl/llhj 

MR. SPEAKER: This la not fair. So many hon. 
Membera have spoken. 

... (lnlllnupl/ons) 
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{Translation/ 

MR. SPEAKER: What is going on? 

/English/ 

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: Mr. Speaker, Sir the 
Buc:lget contains enhanced allocations for each of these 
crucial areas. Having outlined these outcomes, we are 
committed to making the required outlays. 

On the Infrastructure front, we face an enormous 
task. Poor quality infrastructure is the biggest barrier to 
the growth of Industry and trade. We have been wotklng 
relentlesaly In Improving the policy regime for Investment 
in Infrastructure-be It power, roads, ports, railways, cMI 
aviation, telecommunications. We will Increase public 
investment in crucial areas and supplement that with 
private investment. Public-Private Partnership will be 
attempted where possible and appropriate. The Rural 
Health Care Mission and the Urban Renewal Mlsaion will 
taclUtate such partnerships. The Urban Renewal Mleelon 
will enable the provision of basic amenities in urban areas 
while at the same time providing world class Infrastructure 
In our cities. 

We have outlined water as a priority area. I think, 
Shri Suresh Prabhu yesterday mentioned about the 
neglect of water. I plead not guilty. I have listened to the 
many points raised by hon. Members regarding policies 
pertaining to water availability and utilization. Sir, I would 
like to urge hon. Members to impreae upon our polltlcal 
leaders at all levels of our democratic governance that 
we should resist the temptation of playing polltics with 
water. Our Govemment is committed to providing acceas 
to water to all. We have to renew the spirit of cooperation 
in dealing with this massive challenge. 

Sir, an important area of our policy focus Is education. 
Many hon. Members have drawn our attention to the 
many challenges of access and exceUence In education. 
The National Knowledge Commleaion that we propose to 
constitute will focus attention on the quality of our 
educational system. The iasue of access Is being 
addressed by the various programmes we are funding 
with the Education Cess. Our emphaals on mid-day meals 
programme is also aimed at improving access to 
education. 

Our Govemment has been In office now for nine 
months. And I do wish to point out, as a matter of pride, 
that India's prestige In the world has never been as high 
as It is today. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, In 1he last nine months, the world 
has been fucinated by the strength and vigour of our 
democ:tatlc prooea. We are seen as a shining example 
of a succ:esaful democracy, a polity which periodically 
redlstrtbutes power to reflect the aspirations of our people. 

Inda la today a role model In ma,y waya In managing 
a multi-racial, muttl-raligloua and a rnultl-llngual aoclety 
through elfecttve democratic proceeeea. Thia la a· strength 
we must all cherish and nurture for this Is the strength 
that enables us to cross all chaHengea In fulflfflng the 
vision of our founding fathers, a vision, as I said, of an 
inclusive, Just and humane society. The electlon of the 
UPA Govemment last year was a manifestation of the 
people's mandate for change. We need to respect that 
and permit our Institutions to function effectively. 
... (/,nnuptions) 

{Trans/al/on/ 

SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR MODI (Bhagalpur): What 
happened about naxalltes? ... (/ntem,ptlons) 

MR. SPEAKER: What 18 going on? 

... (lntsnuptlons) 

/Eng/1$11/ 

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down. You are aH senior 
Membef'a, behaving In this · lrrupotwlble manner! Nothing 
will be recorded unless the Prime Minister yields. 

... (lntsmJplions) 

MR. SPEAKER: Unleaa the Prime Minister yields, no 
comments will be recorded. 

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: I would now Hke to come 
to lntemal security lasues the North-East and Jammu and 
Kashmir leauea, which have been raleed by the hon. 
Members of the Opposition. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, In the nine months In Office, our 
Gowmment has also worked hard to improve the Internal 
security situation in our country. We have been purpoalYe 
but humane in bolstering the security environment. We 
have developed a comprehensive and systematic 
approach to all lntemal security ilauea, whether they be 
related to Left-wing extremism or· mlfttancy In the North-
Eut and Jarnmu and Kashmir. · 
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We . are concerned about the epread of Left-wing 
extremism and It is our linoere lllt.tl'anOe that we wlN 
work with State Govemmenta in tackling this problem in 
all its dimenelona-polltical, economic, social and 
administrative. We will addreu the undertying causes for 
disaffection and alienation among sections which tilt 
towards such extremism. The Union Govemment la 
providng assistance to States to meet some of their 
security-related expenditure and hu aJao decic:led to bear 
the cost of deployment of additional Central forces. 

· Developments in our neighbourhood are also a matter 
of concem In this regard. Our Government will be taking 
a lead role in developing a coordinated approach to thia 
problem. Our Govemment's policy la to engage mllltanta 
In a dialogue If they abjure the path of violence, to have 
appropriate and just laws and to modernile eecurity foroea 
so that they can be effective Instruments of State action. 
In 1h18, the Union Government will be a partner with au 
affected Govemmenta In finding enduring solutlona. 

Our commitment to a caring society based on the 
rule of law was reflected in our approach to the eltuatlon 
in the North Eastern region, particularly the State of 
.Manipur. We have reached out to the people wilh a 
helping hand, a hand committed to undemanding their 
gamuine grievances. The joy, which I saw, on the facee 
· of en unprecedented crowd of Manipuris on the occasion 
of the handing over of the Kangla Fort glvee me the 
necessary confidence that we are on the right track and 
that the State can move forward towards nonnalcy. 

Shri Advanljl aaked me about the dlacuulone with 
the NSCN. The negotiations are going on and moving at 
a pace which is satisfactory. We are in the proceu of 
diacualng each other's point of view. I am confident that 
these discussions will be brought to a succe11ful 
conclusion. 

I should also say that until our Govemment came to 
power, all these dlacuuions were being held outside the 
country. Our Govammant took the view that these 
diacusslons must take place within our own country and 
In that we have succeeded. That alone is a positive 
development in dealing with problems of the Nagaland. 

Sir, our approach to the problems in Jammu and 
Kashmir has reaped a rich harvest in the manner In 
which the people of the State came forward to participate 
in local government etecdon held very recently. The forces 
of democracy were greatty encouraged by the tum out 

and the verdict. There haa been a perceptibly lower level 
of violence in the State of Jammu and Kashmir this year. 
The people 818 yeanq for peace and normalcy. I myeelf 
have been twtce to the Jammu and Kashmir State. 
Coneiderable -*'ualum has been gAOerated by the 
ehctille "*"* In which the reconatruction package has 
been gR)l,ndad. The lnfiltndion le:,,.. has come down by 
more than 80 per cent during 2004. There la a hope on 
the horizon and If we kNp up the tempo of economic 
activity there, we may ... further Improvement in the 
scenario. 

Sir, given the external dimenllon of terrortam and 
other tran1-border crimes like amuggllng of arma, 
counterfeit cunency, drug trafficking, It le very vital to· 
8119nglhen our lntemdonal bordera. The Govamment hu 
taken varlcxa meaaurea which include fencing of bordera, 
Improving road networks In border areas, and deployment 
of hltech etectronlc surveillance equipment on the bordenl. 

Sir, I would like to reiterate once again that our 
Government Is not &oft on terrorism and mffltancy. It 11, 
however, willing to raalile the Inhuman situation created 
by some of our laws and therefore witting to modify them. 
We .,. committed to the National Common Minimum 
Programme which atates that there will be no compromlle 
on terrorism. However, we were equally concerned about 
the misuse of POTA and we decided to repeal It while 
enforcing the existing laws more strictly. However, the 
existing legal framework has been substantially 
strengthened by amending the Unlawful Activitiee 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 to handle terrorism related issues 
more effectively. 

Sir, I could go on but in the House no Member hu 
brought up 188ues of foreign policy. Therefore, I wlll skip 
that because of the lateness of the hour. There la, 
however, one matter that I do wlah to refer to and that 
is our relations with Pakistan. After my meeting with Gen. 
Muahanaf on the aide lines of the United Nations General 
Auembly, all items of composite dialogue are under 
dlacuS8ion. We are moving forward and I must say that 
nothing brings the people of our sub-continent more 
together than our love for cricket and Bollywood cinema. 
I am equally conscloua of the fact today that even as I 
apeak in thll Houee I am competing for the nation's 
attention with young men like Sehwag and Kamal. 
Perhape that la how it ahould be. Indeed how nice It 
woutd be If we conduct our affairs In this august Hou8e 
with the ume aplrit of aporllmanlhip that our young 
cricketers exhibit on the playing field of the 94.bcontinent. 
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[Dr. Manmohan Singh] 
Sir, when our citizens went to Pakletan for the lut 

Test Serlas, they retumed with tale of bonhomie and 
warm hospitality. I am delighted to say that our people 
have returned this hoepltality to the thoueands of vieltora 
from Pakistan. Relations between nations are after all 
nothing more than relations between their people. I am 
sure thai time will work to heal our wounds and create 
an_ environment of shared prosperity and peace In this 
subcontinent In which we can all llve and work for the 
greater good of our subcontinent. 

Sir, I am happy to Inform the hon. Members of the 
House that I have decided to Invite President Musharraf 
to come to India to watch the cr1cket · match between our 
two teams. It is my earnest desire that the people in our 
neighbouring country and their leaders should feel free 
to visit us whenever they wish to do so. Be It to watch 
a cricket match; be It to do some shopping; or be It to 
meet friends and families-India is proud to be an open 
society and an open economy. I do hope that President 
Musharraf and his family will enjoy their visit to our 
country. .. . (lnM1T1Jpt/ons) 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will be failing in my duty if I do 
not express my sincere regret at the fact that the 
proceedings of the House have once again been dlerupted 
In a manner that does not do this House proud. 
... (lnl61T1Jphons) 

PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA: What happened 
today morning? ... (lntsrruptions) 

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: I share the sentlmenta 
expressed by some Members that our democracy givae 
us the freedom and the right to expreaa our views without 
fear or favour and we must make U88 of theae freedoms 
in a proper manner. We cannot allow cynicism to grow 
about the relevance and role of democratic Institutions 
and of elected representatives. There Is so much work 
before us and we have not been able to give our time 
to It. I share the sentiment of our revered Rashtrapatlji 
when he said, and I quote: 

"The people of India anxiously await your views and 
your decisions on these crucial economic and social 
legislation. I urge you, hon. Members, to repay the 
trust and confidence that the people have repoaed 
In you by dedicating yourselves to the orderly 
consideration of these BIiis. Every minute of 
Parliament's time is precious and every citizen and 
taxpayer valuel It greatly. I sincerely hope you will 
make the most economical use of the time at your 

disposal and IMet the voter'1 and the cltlZen'1 
expectatione and tulfll their uplratlone: 

These were the words of our Raahtrapatijl. 

Hon. Members may have genuine concerns that they 
wish to give expression to In the HcMae. After all, that la 
what their voters would want them to do. I would be the 
last one to chastise hon. Members for giving vent to 
their heartfelt concerns. Yet, there are ways in which we 
can express these sentiments without disrupting the 
proceedings of the House. • .. (lnmmJp/ions) 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must compliment you In aN 
sincerity for your extreme patience and good hllllDr In 
dealing with the situation in the House. I am au,e the 
hon. Leader of the Opposition agrees with me that we 
must all try our best to uphold the dignity and deconsn 
of this august House and never allow anything to happen 
that would demean It in the eyes of our citizens and the 
world at large. I appeal once again to all hon. Members 
to participate actively and effectlvely In the proceedings 
of the House, putting forward their views in an appropriate 
manner. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank you for your lndulglnoe 
and would like to once again expreu my gratitude to the 
President for his thoughtful address. I would like this 
vote of thanks to the President's AddrNs to be passed 
unanimously .... (lnltlrrupt/ons) 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, now we are going 
to take up the Motion of Thanks on the President's 
Address. 

A number of amendments have been moved by the 
hon. Members on the Motion of Thanks on the Pl'lllldent's 
Address. Can I put all the amendments to vote of the 
House together? Or, does any hon. Member want any 
particular amendment to be moved separately? 

14.00 hrs. 

I ahall now put all the amendments together to the 
vote of the House. 

All lhs amendmsnts wi,,. put and m,gal/llrltl. 

MR. SPEAKER: I shall now put the main motion to 
the vote of the House. 

The question is: 

"That an Address be presented to the Prealdent In 
the following terms: 


