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has spoken in the same refrain more 
or less, and that our Members have 
reflected the mood of the country. 

I have put forward a longish reso-
lution before this Hou.;;e, and it is 
clear from the speeches made that the 
resolution as it is is welcome to this 
H :luse and will he accepted as it is. 
But I hav" almost felt that it would 
have been, shall I say, suitable to add 
a small paragraph to the resoiution 
thanking lhe Chinese Government ~  
t.!Icini! some action against us--whlch 
of course, we have resented-which 
has suddenlv lifted a veil from the 
fn.ce of India. Durin!! the last thTE'e 
weeks or a little more we have had a 
glimpse of the strength of the serene 
facp of India. strons: and yet ('aIm ,md 
determir.ed. that face. an ancient face 
which is ever young and vibrant. We 
have not had seen her face. but rather 
this Hause saw a million faces repre-
senting that face of India or Bharat 
Mat .. 

That has been an experience worth 
hav;,,:! for all of us and it has been 
our hieh privilege tn share in that 
emotion and experience. Whatever 
the future may bring, I do not think 
we shall ever forget thi. powerful 
"motional upheaval that India has had 
in whiCh we have all shared-I repeat, 
all of Us whatever party or group we 
mav belong to. Any person who gives 
thought to these matters will realise 
and. I hope, other countries also rea-
USf'-I hope that "ven the Chinese 
Government realises that-what this 
SIEnifies. because it seems 1:0 me obvi-
01lS that nO country which "vokes 
that reeling in a moment of crisis can 
ever be suppressed Or defeated. In 
fact.. many countries of the West and, 
i hone. many countries of the East 
also r .. alise that today. They are sur-
prised that such an amazing upheaval 
shoold have taken place among our 
fpelines that all our petty controver-
RIPS which seemed so big to us sud-
dPnlv become of no moment and are 
swent aside beforp the one thing be-
fore us, that is how to meet this cri-
~ and ~  how to face this 

Emergency and 
Aggression by China 

mV8Slon and to repel it. That is the 
malor issue_ 

We may-I am going into that a lit-
tle more later-have failed here and 
there. We might not have been quite 
prepared to meet this invaSIOn. Our 
mentality may be built towards peace.. 
Although We prepared for any such 
t;mergency, nevertheless it is true that 
the> mind Of the people and of the 
C"",,"i!ment while preparing sought 
~  all the time. I am not sorry for 

that. I think, it was a right urge and 
It ~ that right urge that has led to 
this enormous upheaval in the Indian 
mmrl 

MUCh has been said about Our un-
preparedness. In some degrees many 
non_ Members have referred to it. I 
shHll deal with that matter presently. 
I do not seek to justify any error that 
we might have committed, but I ·do 
think that many hon. Members have 

~ an injustice, not to any Minister 
of others, but to our Armed J!'orces 
~ a whole in making various charges. 

I hope to disabuse their minds by stat-
;n" some facts. The one real ~  al 
I ;aid, is that our whole mentality ha, 
been governed by an approRch to 
neace. That does not mean that we 
dill not think of war or of ~ 
our country. That. of course. we had-
alwavs in mind. But there is such a 

~  as bl!ing conditioned in a cer-
tain way and. I am alraid. pven noW 
we are conditioned somewhat in that 
way. 

Shri Anthonv said-I am not quite 
sure of his words. but he said some-
thing to the efTect that nOw we 
must 

An ROD. Member: Brutalise. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehm: I had an 
idea that he used the word 'blood-
thirstv'-I am not sure. Anyway, he 
said that our nation must be brutalis-
ed: that Jawaharlal Nehru must be 
brutalised. I hope that our nation. 
mUch less my humble self. will never 
be brutalised because that Is a str.nl!e 
idea that one can only be strong by 
being brutal. I reject that idea com-· 
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pletely. Our strength lies in other 
fae.urs. Brutality IS a thong which we 
h&.. p associated with certain move-
ments which We have objected to or 
rejected. By becuming brutal and 
thinking in those brutal ways we lose 
our soulS and that is a tremendous 
luss. I hc>pe that India whech is essen-
tialh' a gentle and peace-loving coun-
try ~ 1 reta:n that mind even though 
it may have to carryon war with all 
its consequences to the utmost. 

There is a definite distinction bet-
ween b"mg strong and being brutalis- . 
ed. I need ~  mention an instance 
which has lent prestige to our history-
the instance of the long periOd when 
GandhlJi was controlling the destinies 
of our movement for freedom. No man 
can say that Gandhiji was brutal. He 
was the (;ssence of hwnility and of 
peace. No man can say that Gandhiji 
was weak. He was the strongest man 
that India or any country has pro-
duced. It was that peculiar mixture 
of strength with sacrifice to the utter-
most, yet a certain humility in utter-
ance and a certain friendly approach 
even to our opponents and enemies, 
that made him what he was. Those 
of us who were privileged to serve 
with him and under him do not claim 
of course, to be much better than we 
are. We are humble folk who can-
not be compared with the truly great, 
but somothing of the lesson that he 
taught came down upon Us Rnd we 
learnt it in a small measure. In the 
measure we learnt it we also became 
strong though, I hope, not brutal 
So, I would like to stress that I do not 
want ~ become bruta'; I do not want 
that as?Oct of the cold war and the 
hot war which leads to hatred and dis-
like of a whole people and looking 
upon them is something below nor-
rnal. 

Some of us who are old remember 
the First World War and the tremen-
dous propaganda in it against the 
Germans. I do not hold any brief for 
the Germans--I think, they were 
wrong in the First World War and, 
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I think, they were wrong in ~  Se-
cond World War-but the type of pro-
paganda againot the Huns and all 
that, against the whole people, not 
against an individual, was shocking. I 
have no fioubt that the same type of 
~  ~  being carried on in 

Germany against the Western allies. 

Wars are terrible and millions of 
~  die; much destruction is caused. 

y ~  aiter all, death comes to all of 
us and if it comes a little earlier than 
otherwise in the great cause, it is not 
to be sorroWed for. We have to face 
it as men. Death in a good cause is 
not a thing to regret, even though we 
may regret the parting with of our 
colleagues and comrades. But bruta-
lity is something which degrades a 
person. Death does not degrade a 
person. Brutality and hatred and the 
offspring of these things do degrade a 
nation and the people. So, I should 
like to say right at the beginning that, 
I hope, no such emotion will riSe in 
our country and, if it does rise, it will 
be ~  We have nothing 
against the Chinese peonle. We re-
gret many things that their Govern-
ment has· done. We think that their 
Government has acted infamously to-
wards us. We regret,many things t"at 
their Government has done in their 
country. We cannot help them. Anv-
how, we must always distingu;sh 
between the people of a'lY countrv-
much more so of a great country, 
great in size. great in history-anti its 
government and not transfer somehow 
our an.ger and bitterness at what has 
been done by the Government, to the 
peonle. 

Perhaps, if I understand. many 
Members. somptimes, listen to broad-
casts from Peking. I have not dO'le 
!IO at anv time. Thev h:we t01i1 me 
of the constant appeals that Pek;ng 
brogdcqst makes to the Indian people. 
It distinguishes the Indian people 
from the Indian Government or the 
Indian Parliament. It carries on 
propaganda that the present Govern-
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me:!t are just some reactionary people 
who are sitting and crushing the 
Indian people and making them do 
things against their will. I am sorry 
if they are so utterly mistaken, be-
caUSe even the blind can see that all 
the Indian people are one today. It 
does not reqUlre mu:h perspicacity. 
But, I want the House to note the 
reason for their propaganda, that is 
trying always to distinguish between 

~ Indian people and the various 
governmental agencies and parties. 
There is something in that. We must 
not lump together the Chinese people 
and the Chinese Government and 
everything that is in China together. 

I cannot say how the Chinese people 
feel now. because they have no 
chance to express their feelings. Even 
if they had a chance, their minds are 
so conditioned by constant propaganda, 
by one-sided news that they are 
likelv to feel one way even t:tough 

~  they might not have done 
so. We should always distinguish 
between governmental action and the 
people as a whole. Therefore, I have 
not liked some poor Chinese shop-
keepers, some restaurant-keepers be-
ing attacked in Delhi or elsewhere as 
if they were the symbols of the attack 
O,n us. Perhaps SOme people thought 
so. But, it was wrong for them ~ 

think so. It brutalises Us and gives 
us a bad name. I should particularly 
like to lay stress on this aspect be-
cause it does not add to our strength 
In the least; but, it weakens the ner-
YOUS energy that we posses by using 
It in wrong directions. 

War in these days is something in-
finitely more than it was in the old 
days. When I say old day", I am talk-
ing about India. I am not talking 
about the Great wars and "ther things. 
War involves not only {"ourage. It 
tends to become total war in which 
every human being, man, 'woman, and 
perhaps child, somehow helps or hin-
ders, may hinder; and the total energy, 
nervous and otherwise of the nation, 
is involved in it, organised and mobi-
lised. 

We have seen in these' great WBl'II 
that have happened in the past, m the 
First World War and the Second, very 
powerful nations, very brave nations, 
armed to the teeth with the latest 
weapons, contending against each 
other, killing millions on either s.de, 
yet carrying on, but ultimately the 
whole nervous energy of the nation 
collapsing. Perhaps if the one which 
collapsed could have carried on a 
little while longer, the other would 
have collapsed, as Mr. Winston 
Churchill said at the end of the First 
World War. It was the sheerest ftuke 
tha t we won, the sheerest chance, 
sheerest ftuke. Because both sides 
were determined to carry on. They 
were trained people in war and they 
had strength and determination. Ulti-
mately, it becomes a thing of the 
whole basic energy of a nation collap-
sing, however it might be. It SO 
happened that the Germans collapsed 
a little sooner. This is what Mr. 
Churchill said. Perhaps, if they could 
have carried on. the decision might 
have been otherwise. So also in the 
Second World War. Throughout the 
War, it almost appeared, except ta-
wards the end. that Germany might 
win. Yet, ultimately, the other people 
won. So, we must realise that it is 
a question not only of a few weapons 
here and there, but of thiS' entire 
energy of the nation, the mind of the 
nation being concentrated to achieve 
a certain obiective and holding to it 
whatever happens and not wasting our 
energy or frittering it on any minor 
things, minor expressions and minor 
disputes. 

I hope, of course, that we will 
mobilize the nation. We will profit by 
many of the suggestions made in this 
House and other suggestions that are 
continually coming before us. But, 
even if We make mistakes, as any 
person is bound to do, the rea] thing 
that counts is n{)t an odd mistake 
leading to an o:id reverse. but ul ti-
mately keeping up this united front 
and united nervous energy of the 
nation to face this crisis. 

The fact of the matter is that be-
fore these 31 weeks, before the 20th 
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Of October it was not realised by the 
people at .iarge what dangers possibly 
might confront us. They thought of 
frontier incidents. Hon. Members in 
this House criticised us for not taking 
steps in Ladakh to drive them out, 
not realising that it is not such an 
easy matter. Perhaps they realise i: 
a little more now that these things 
are not so easy matters, that they re-
quire not only the strength of a 
naticm, but properly utilised, properly 
directed, enomous field of preparation 
and consideration of military factors. 
Where these faotors are against us, 
naturally We suffer a reverse, it does 

~ matter what your strength is. 
OU1" jawans were very strong. 

I might mention JUSt far the infor-
l!1arOn of l:-:'e House that it ,vas not 
today, but some years back-by some 
years, ] mean a couple of years back-
that is, after the C .. :nese started nib-
bling at our territory in Ladakh, that 
we had before us the question of 
N.E.F.A. We considered it, what we 
should do if they attacked. We hoped 
that they would not attack there. 
Certainly we hoped, we expected that 
thev would not attack in such large 

~  as to bring ab'out a regular 
invasion with several divisions, which 
they did. Nevertheless, we had to 
consider if they did, what should be 
done. The advice that we received 
then was that it will be disadvanta-
geous for us to try to hold to the 
exact frontier line, the McMahon line, 
but that we should delay them, we 
should harass them, we should fight 
them a little but the real defence 
line should be lower down wherever 
a strong defence line could be made. 
Partly because to the last moment we 
did not expect this invasiOn in over-
whelming numbers, partly from the 
fact that we disliked it-I frankly 
tell you that we disliked the idea of 
our walking back in our own terri-
tory, whatever it was-we faced the 
Chinese there under ~  disadva·nta-
geous circumstances from a military 
point of view, In addition to that, 
enormous numbers carne over. It is 
no criticism at all of our officers or 

Emergency and 
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men that they were somewhat over-
wh21';ed by this deluge and they had 
to retire to. more defensive positions. 

Shri Frank Anthony, I think, said 
that we have been enabled to put up 
some kind of line of defence, because 
we have received arms from abroad. 
Now, we are very grateful for the 
anns and material and equipment that 
has corne from abroad, but that was 
not correct then; no arms which were 
b;,cugh t had reached our troops by 
then; they are gradually dribbling 
in and going there, but by that time 
when we achieved the prese;)t posi-
tion these arms which were brought 
had' not been given and had not reach-
ed the'ln. It was with the existin2 
equipment that they ~  the 
Chinese advance to a standstill. 

So. the real reason, the basic reason 
for OUr reverses in the early days of 
this campaign was the very large 
forces the Chinese threw in; in a 
restricted sphere Or field, they out-
numbered OUr forces, by many many 
times. Even the question of better 
arms did not arise. They had slightly 
better arms, but that question did not 
arise so much. They had better mor-
tars to hit .at some distance. They 
still have them, but they had stopped. 
That was the main reason, and there 
was nothing that we could do about. 
it, because the geography of the place, 
the military appraisal Of the place wall 

. against us in that particular area. 
The onlv fault we made, it may be, if 
it is a fault, was even to stick out 
where the military situation was not 
very favourable. It was not that WI' 
told them to stick out; it is folly for 
any politician to say so. But our 
soldiers themselves have a reluctance 
to go back, and they stuck on at con-
aiderable cost to them. 

I referred to the great unity in the 
country, which is a wonderful factor. 
It is not tinity of parties So much as 
the unity of hearts and minds. We 
C'l.n see that in the thousands of faces. 
When I talked about the face of India, 
I reany should have talked abOut -the 
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million face5 of India, because they 
all bear the same impress today, what-
ever community or party he or she 
may belong to. 

And I should like to say something 
even about the Communists. Now, 
the Communist Party's manifesto as 
a manifesto was, I think, as good as 
it has been drafted by any non-com-
munist People may think or say that 
1t does not represent their real views, 
but because of pressure from outside 
they did it. Let us supPOSe that it 
did not represent some of their views, 
some, no doubt. Some there are in 
the Communist Party who even ob-
jected to this manifesto, and were 
overruled. Even so, the fact that 
conditions in the country were such 
that they decided to issue that mani-
festo is a factor of some importance. 
It shows how these conditions mould 
people's minds in India, all of us, to 
whatever party we may belong to, 
even to a party which for reasons 
known to Members was incli.ned in 
the past to favour somewhat the 
Chinese, be<:ause they are also Com-
munists. Even then, thi!y stood out, 
and stood up four square against this 
attack as any hundred per cent 
nationalist would do That is a good 
thing. Why should we not take full 
advantage of it instead of deriding it 
and seeking causes why they did it? 
After all, there are some leaders 
among the Communists, and they 
sometimes quarrel amongst each other 
about ideologies, theses and what not, 
but the large number of ordinary 
workers or others who may belong to 
the Communist Party are simple folk. 
They are attl acted by something in 
it, and those simple folk are affected 
just as they are affected by the situa-
tiOn which affects every Indian; they 
have also been affected by this mani-
festo' of tbe Comlllunist Party, that is, 
the ordinary communist members. And 
that is a great gain. They should 
be affected in this way. Why should 
we lessen the effect of that by telling 
them that it is a wrong manifesto? 
So, I welcome that manifesto, and we 
should take full advantage of .it in 

forging the unity against aggression 
that we have in fact forged. 

Then, I do not wish to go into the 
hundred and more minor criticisms 
and suggestions made in this House. 
All suggestions made by han. Mem-
bers will be carefully examined. Some, 
as I said, were made because of not 
knowing that the thing had been 
done; some perhaps we cannot adopt; 
others we may adopt. 

I should like rather to lay stress 
now on the general question of our 
preparedness, because hon. Members 
seem to think, some Members, that we 
sent our soldiers bare-foot and with-
out proper clothing, to fight in tbe 
NEFA mountains. It is really extra-
ordinary tQ say that they were al-
most unarmed, and bare-footed. 

Some soldiers there were stationed 
there. Others were sent rather in a 
hurry in September. Our time for 
issuing winter clothes is September, 
about the middle of September. When 
they were sent, they went there, of 
course at that time in full uniform, 
full warm uniform, woollen uniform, 
and every man had two boots, good 
boots. As they were going, they were 
given three blankets apiece. Later on, 
it was made into four blankets; now, 
they have been issuing four thick 
army blankets. But these blankets 
took up so much room, and as they 
were going by air, the people decided, 
that is, the officer in charge, and thi! 
men thmselves said 'They take so 
much room, and, therefore, send them 
later .on to us'. It was not so very 
cold then. So, they took, each one 
of them, one blanket, and left the 
others to be Bi!nt later on. That was 
a little unfortunate, because sending 
them later, as we did, meant air-
dropping them. And air-dropping 
was a hazardous business in those 
days. Apart from the fact that the 
Chinese then could fire at them air-
dropping in those very precipitous 
areas in the mountains could not be 
accurately carried out. Often, they 
went into the khad, into the deep 
ravine below, and it was difficult to 
recover them. So, we lost a good 
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deal of our supplies, many 
blankets and other things. 

of these 

Then, we even went further. We 
provide for high mountain altitudes 
m()w-boot,; they had good boots, they 
had two boots apiece; they had snow 
bo()ts; these boots had been provided 
to these so:diers of ours who were 
permanently l()cated there. The 
others that were sent were all in 
Assam! they were not here; but they 
were m Gauhati and other places 
But, again, the difficulty arose of 
lIending them by air. 

Broadly speaking, I would say that 
all our Army in NEFA was well-clad 
and well-booted, but towards the end' 
that is, towards the end of September' 
realising that the Chinese forces ~ 
increasing very rapidiy, we decided to 
send more troops quickly. These 
troops were sent in a hurry. And 
sometimes, it so happened that troops 
that were being sent somewhere else 
were diverted to NEFA, and these 
troops certainly had not the full com-
plement of winter clothing then. Of 
Course, it was decided to send them 
later. Except for these troops that 
went later and which did not have the 
full complement-and subsequently it 
was supplied to them-all others had 
the fu'l Army complement, and many 
of them had snow-boots also. In 
any event, everyone had good stout 
Army boots. 

Some people have heard stories of 
froot-bite. All the cases of frost-bite 
occur naturally due to the cold ani 
due also t() the high altitude. I do 
Dot quite remember the number, but 
I have an idea that out of a large 
number of people,-I do not quite 
kn()w,-about two or three thousand, 
the total number of frost-bite cases 
was only a handful. Even the cases 
of bronchitis, pneumonia . etc., were 
only about forty, whiCh IS a very 
Bmall ~  considering the con-
ditions there. Of these too, we may 
say that more than half was due just 
to the altitude and not to lack of foot-

but most of this occurred to people 
when on the 20th ~  when this 
fierce onslaught of the Chinese came, 
our forces in that -particular place--
one or two places there-were dis-
persed. They could not return to the 
base of their army. They dispersed 
and for some days, they wandered 
about the mountains an:! ultimately 
returned. That was also the reason 
perhaps for people saying that the 
casualties were very heavy. Of 
course, large numbers of our forces 
had not returned in order; they were 
wandering about the mountains, re-
turning a few days later. I think 
these persons who returned a few 
days later were over 1,600. During 
these few days, these persons, natural-
ly, were not well-protected. When 
they were wandering, they did not 
have the facilities of the arm y 
blankets and other things they would 
at the base camp. They were not 
carrying them. They were wander-
ing in high al ti tudes and they suffer-
ed a great deal. Thlt was where the 
frost-bite cases chiefly occurred, along 
with laok of other comforts. When 
they came back, they were put in 
hospital, and they are doing fairly 
well. 

So I would submit to the House that 
it is not correct to say that our 
people were not sufficiently clad or 
suffioiently booted. It was an un-
fortunate thing that this was the time 
for changeover from summer clothing 
to winter clothing. Suddenly a small 
number of our army which was in 
summer clothing at that time was 
diverted to the east without coming 
·back to their base, and the winter 
clothes took a little time to reach 
them. As regards boots, they had 
very good boots. Even snow boots 
were supplied. Some people do not 
have them. We do not supply snow 
boots to large numbers, to everybody. 
We do supnly them to people in these 
high altitudes. 

covering. This occurred not to our Apart from clothes and ·Doots which 
. ~ ~~- ~ -  1 ~ -  ... 7 ~ ~ -  ~ 1 ~ ~ ~  .. ~ -  ~~~1 .. ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~  IrPP.t±hink excellent normally 
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our army is not clad for the winter. 
They were clad, for instance, in the 
spedal clothes, but normally our army 
is not clad for the severe winter. They 
have got all kinds of winter things, but 
not for these very high altitudes and 
the cold winter there. 

It might interest hon. Members to 
know that in Ladakh, round about the 
Chushul area, the temperature at pre-
sent is 30 degrees below zero. Such 
is the ferocity of that climate. Ordi-
narily, it does not matter how many 
clothes you may have in a temperature 
30 degrees below zero at an altitudE' 
of over 14,000 ft., unless you are used 
to it. Now, learning from experience, 
we have provided, in addition to all 
the other winter materials that our 
soldiers have, thick cotton padded 
coats and trousers. They are very 
warm. They may not look so smart 
as with the other clothes, but they are 
there. We started providing them 
these within a few days of the 20th, 
as soon as we felt that they ought to 
have these and it became colder there. 
We have been sending these cotton 
pa:!ded coats and trousers at the rate 
first of 500 a day and later at the 
rate of nearly 1000 a day. 

The other charge made is about 
weapons. that they did not have pro-
per weapons. Now the soldiers, 
jawans, who went there were supplied 
with all the normal equipment, that is, 
'303 rifles and the normal comple-
ment of automatic weapons such as 
light machine guns an:! medium 
machine guns. They did not have 
semi-automatic rifles because our 
army does not passess them. I might 
point out that many up-to-date amiies 
in the west do not possess them yet 
Even in England, the changeover to 
semi-automatic rifles has just fully 
taken place. It has just been complet-
ed; it took about four or five years; it 
has just been completed, this year, a 
few months ago. It is a lengthy pro-
cess. And the British Army is rela-
tively smaller than ours. 

For about fOur years now. we have 
been considering and discussing this 

matter. Various difficulties arose. 
Points of views were different. The 
eas:est way is always to order some-
thing-ready-made articie. But the 
easy way is not always a good way. 
Apart from the continuing difficulty 
we have to face, that is, lack of 
foreign exchange etc., it is not the 
way to build up the strength of a 
nation. If we get something today, 
we have to get ammunition for that 
all the time and we are completely in 
the hands of some other country. 
And specially if we have to deal with 
private suppliers in other countries, 
the House knows that the arms 
racket is the worst racket 
of all; because you need something, 
they make you pay through the nose. 

So v .. e were very mu"h against get-
ting it frJm private suppliers outside 
and we thought that we should build 
up our own arms industry to manu-
facture semi-automatic rifles. These 
arguments, specially in peace time, 
take a long period to determine. Of 
CJurse, if we had this crisis before this, 
we would have functioned better. But 
it took about two to three years to 
determine what type to have. Ultima-
tely, we started the first prJcesses of 
manufacture and we have just arrived 
at a stage when within about three 
weeks or four weeks-in fact. some 
prototypes have been prepared-they 
will begin to come in in larger num-
bers and will increaSe in numbers in 
another mJnth, two months anti three 
months to a substantial quantity. 

It is not a question merely of semi-
automatic rifles. As I have said, we 
had automatic machine guns, LMGs 
and MMGs-Jight machine guns and 
medium machine guns. Every regiment 
had its complement of these. Certainly, 
thev did not have semi-automatic 
rifles for the reasons I have given, 
namely, we wanted to manufacture 
them ourselves and this changeover 
to automatic rifles has been relatively 
a modem development As I said, 
even in England, it is a recent thing. 
But this outlook of ours, about manu-
facturing things ourselves rather than 
buying them, covered our whole 
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approach to this question. We are 
manufacturing a great many things in 
arms today which we did not prevIOu-
sly. I shal! give you some figures. The 
first pressure upon UJ is always that 
of finance, that is, foreign exchange. 
We could n:-t really afford it. Do not 
compare that situation two or three 
years ago with the situation today 
when we have to meet a crisis. When 
we meet & crisis like this, it just does 
not matter what happens. We have to 
face it. We haVe to buy it here and 
there; we have to get it from wherever 
we can. That is a different matter. 
But normally, the whole approach was 
to make t!lem ourselves. 

How did we make them? The usual 
thing was that we bought some with 
the proviso attached that the persons 
we bought it from would give us the 
licence and the blueprints to manu-
facture it here. So we bought some 
to begin with, and then started with 
the blueprints and the licence we had 
got to manufacture it. and supply it 
with everything, whether it is tanks or 
other things. 

Also, it is all very well to build a 
factory here and there, but really yOU 
want to have a strong industrial back-
ground. You cannot, out Of a relati-
vely agricultural background, suddenly 
put up a highly sophisticated factory. 
All this time the ork we have done, 
not in the Defence Ministry. but all 
over the country, in our First Five 
Year Plan, the Second and the Third, 
has been meant to strengthen the na-
tion by making it more modernised, 
more industrialised and build up this 
base out of which you can produce 
the things you require. Perhaps some 
~  Members will no doubt realise 

this, some may not. You have to have 
a strong base, industrial base. 
You have to have indeed not only a 
strong base, yOU haVe to have a lite-
rate people. People may think for the 
time being that eucation can be stop-
ped. Education is essential for a real 
war effort. It is essential because you 
want every soldier today to be a bet-
ter mechanic; he has to be educated as 
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much as possible. SJ, it all goes to.-
gether. The whole basis of our Five 
Year Plan was to better our people, 
to raise their level and all that. but it 
was essential to make India str:>nger 
to faCe any trouble that arose, whe-
ther it was invasion or anything. And 
we are in a much better position to-
day b face this trouble than we were 
ten or twelve years ago, there is no 
doubt .. because of the growth of our 
industrial base in the public sector 
and the private sector, both. If 
we had to 'lace this business 
ten or twelve years ago, our 
army was the same as today, a 
very brave army, but it had no indus-
trial background, and it would have 
been very difficult for it. We had to 
develo.p that industrial background 
as fast as we could. No.w we have at 
least a base to develop, and I hope, 
therefore, that no conflict will arise 
ih any person's· mind whether we 
should go. ahead with the Third Five 
Year Plan or devote ourselves to the 
war effort. That is part at the war 
effort-I do not say everything in the 
Third Plan; some things may be avoid-
ed, slowed down, even dropped if you 
like. But take agriculture. It is the 
base of all industry. It is only on a 
strong agricultural base you can build 
up industry. The industrial base is 
the foundation of any war effort. So, 
the two are connected, intimately con-
nected. 

Education again. We want tooay, we 
shall want, not only a widely educat-
ed mass of people, but vast numbers 
of technically trained people. That 
comes in. Power iQ essential for in-
dustry, and so on. So, really, alI the 
major things that we want were in the 
Five Year Plans, and are required 
today. 

But the point I wish b lay stress 
on is this, that all our thinking in the 
past even from the p:>int of view of 
the army has been concentrated on 
industrialisation, on making things 
ourselves. 

Tooay we are getting large ~  
of arms and equipment from other 
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countries, and we are very grateful 
to the United State.;, to the United 
Kingdom c.;pecially, and other count-
ries. But plea"e remember that this 
kind 0'[ thing, and this kind of res-
ponse, could not haVe occurred m 
peace time. Obviously, it is when 
danger threatens us, just as we feel 
In a particular way, others feel too, 
and they think, as they rightly think, 
that this is not a mere 
matter • of India being invaded 
bv China, but it raises issues of vast 
unportance to the world, to Asia, and 
realiSing that they do it, they help us; 
that is, they feel this involves many 
issue" in which they themselves are 
intensely interested. This could not 
have happened in peaCe time. 

lSome one asked us: we could have 
bought some of the things at a very 
heavy price. Today I hope We get 
them on very special t.erms whatever 
the terms are, they ar .. ,being worked 
out, but it is understood special terms, 
not to put any heavy burden on U8 

today. That kind r>f thing could not 
have taken place then. We would have 
bought these things, or even one-tenth 
of what we are buying, at a heavy cost, 
which would have made our Finance 
Minister shivpr. But apart from that, 
in any long-term view, it was a wrong 
thing. The thing is to make them our-
selves. 

What has China done? The main 
differenc-there are many differences 
between China and India, but one 
difference is that first of all they ~ 
ed about 20 years 'before the success 
of the revolution there, they were 
fighting alI the time. They had a 
heavilv trained army ~ in the 
mountains. They are especially good 
at mountain warfare; lightly clad with 
a bag of rice and a bag of tea in their 
pockets. they march on, with no ques-
tions of supplies or anything for days, 
with cotton-padded coats and trou-
sers. They were highly trained in that 
warfare. But what I am saying is this, 
that they concentrated right from the 
beginning, apart from other develop-
ments in the country, on the develop-
ment Of armaments maufacture. They 
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got a good deal of help from the So-
viet Union; vast numbers, thousands 
of pecpie set up their armament indus-
tries. We. although we did go on with 
our ~  industries, did not con-
centrate on that, certainly not. We 
~  better build up the whole in-
dustrial complex of India, and out of 
that other things would also be built 
up. Nevertheless, we did build up, I 
think fairly adequately, OUr arma-
ment industry, not as much as we 
would have liked. It was being ~ 

gressed. 

I shall just read out to you some 
figures of our ordnance factories pro-
duction. In 1956-57, the issues to the 
army from the ordnance factories 
amounted to-I cannot tell you the-
details, it is not right for me to tell 
you, I am only telling you how much 
they cost. 

Some Ron. Members: No, no. 

Shri Ranga (Chittoor): We know 
the results anyhow. We do not want 
all that, it will only help the enemy. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: It has 
grown about 500 per cent. : do not 
mind telling you. I am not going to 
give you what they are making, but 
the issues to the army in 1956-57 were 
Rs. 8: 64 crores; civil orders Rs. 3' 52 
crores: Air Force and Navy Rs. I: 93 
crares. In 1957-58. issues to the army 
Rs. 12:78 crores; civil orders Rs. 3:27 
crores; Air Force and Navy Rs. 2 
crares. Then the figure for the army 
g:>es up to Rs. 12. Rs. 14. Rs. 19, Rs 2' 
and in 1961-62 to Rs. 33! crores, and at 
the present moment it is estimated at 
Rs. 60 crores. 

Much has bep.n said about civiI 
orders. that we make thermos flasks 
and the like in ordnance factories. It 
is very unkind, that kind of criticism. 
without knowing anything. Most of the 
civil orders are for railways and the 
Government. A few things are made, 
some things like thermos flasks, simply 
because in the process C1f. manufac-
iuring other things, some things are 
manufactured which can easily be con-
verted into thermos flasks etc., and 
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there was surplus labour 'about. You 
will see that civil oro en have nJt 
progressed mllch. They have become, 
from Rs. 31 to Rs 6 crores in these 
eight years, while the issues to the 
army rose from Rs 8 to Rs. 60 crores. 
It has advanced much more, again 
with t:1e difficulty of trying not to im-
port machinery as much as possible. 
We did import some. Again, foreign 
exchange, that awful thing stares us 
ilJ. the face. And the result was that 
much of the machinery used was re-
vamped, reconditioned machinery, 
which we got from old stocks; and 
our engineers are good men, they 
made it suit their purposes. Of 
courses, it is far better to get new 
machinery. We are trying to get new 
machinery. But it is remarkable 
what thye did with the material they 
had before them and I should like to 
pay a tribute to the men in charge of 
our ordnance factories, not only be-
cause they are thoroughly competent 
but, what is more, they are filled with 
a certain enthu,iasm, They are patrio-
tic and they want to show r"su'ts. 
They work night and day and at the 
present moment they are working 24 
hours a day in the factories. 

17 hrs, 

I should Jike to mention how pres-
sure of circumstances makes one a 
hard realist. The food we supply to 
our army, though gaud, is complica-
ted and not easy to throw about or 
be supplied from above. In the last 
two or three weeks both OUr Armed 
Forces food department and Defence 
Science Organisation as al8"o the Food 
and Agriculture Ministry have been 
experimenting with foods which could 
be concentrated foods and which could 
be carried about eaSily in your pocket 
also and which should be enough for 
several days. Only this morning I 
was looking at an exhibitiun, demons-
tration rather, in the Defence Minis-
try of these foods, quite a large 
number, very attractive and very 
palatable. They looked palatable. 1 
did not eat them. There are all kinds 
of preparations of gur and nuts. They 
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are excellent preparations, I may also 
tell the House that gur IS a good thing 
for high altitudes. We are making 
very ~  progress. We have in fact 
sent these things to the front to find 
out the reaction of the soldiers to that. 

Some hon. Member asked a question 
about the ~  item about our 
soldiers getting notices from courts 
IJr some such thing. I do oot know 
that. Anyhow, we have imme:iiately 
taken action to stop any such thing 
happening and every such thing will 
have to be postponed for the dura-
tion of this emergency. 

Some people criticised our diploma-
tic missions abroad for not d'oing as 
good a job of work as they ought to 
in putt'ng our case and counterin'g 
the Chinese propaganda. My infor-
mation is that our diplomatic missi'ons 
abroad, by and large, are doing very 
gOod work. But another country's 
out ook is not determined solely by 
what we tell them. There may be 
many factors-maybe,. sometimes fear, 
sometimes 'other things. I think our 
missions abroad are doing well and, 
what is more, their work is bemg re-
warded. The first reaction of many 
countries, many of theSe Asian and 
African countries, was regret· and 
surprise at what had happened here 
and they hoped that it would be 
qu;ckly ended by some cease-fire and 
compromise and all that, becau;e they 
found themselves in a difficult p'osi-
tion. Gradually this surprise is 
giving way; it has given way in the 
case of the UAR and even Ghana 
which took up an attitude to our regret 
originally and later supported the 
U.A.R, making some suggestions to 
the Chinese Government. It was very 
near to the suggestions we made about 
the cease-fire business. So, I d'o not 
think it will be right b criticise 
OUr diplomatic missions abroad. You 
must remember that theSe countries 
have their own diplomats top here who 
report to them, and most of them 
have g'ot their newspaper correspon-
dents. There are many ways of Ret-
ting news about what i9 happening. 
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'fhi> questivl1 comes up in various 
ways-about Pakistan and Nepal. It 
is difficult for me to say anything 
definite. But about Nepal I should 
like to say that latterly the attitude 
of Nepal has been relatively much 
more friendly. Naturally, we have 
always made it clear-it is unfortunate 
that they thought that we were crea-
ting troubles-we have made it clear 
right from the beginning that we do 
not want trouble in Nepal. Apart 
from the Chinese invasion and the 
trouble there, they are large y inter-
nal. Anyhow, now, I think they be-
lieve our word and are very friendly 
and I hope that our rei a tions will 
continue to be friendly and cordial. 

As for Pakistan, there also, I will 
not quite be definite, but their 
newspnpers have been peculiarly viru-
lent about this matter against us. But 
I do not think their newspapers reflect 
very much the opinion of the people 
of Pakistan or even of those in au-
thority in Pakistan. Gradually they 
are rea:ising it; at firot, apparently 
they thought this was a .mall frontier 
matter and nothing much. Now, they 
are realising how far-reaching are the 
c'onsequences of this and they are 
making a reappraisal. 

I should like to say a few words 
about the Soviet Union. The Soviet 
Union has been, as the House knows, 
consistently friendly to us all along. 
It has been put in a very d:fficult 
position in this matter, became they 
have been, and are, allies of China, 
and hence the embarrassment to them 
as between a country with which they 
are friendly and a country which is 
their ally. We haVe realised that and 
we do not expect them to do anything 
which wou'd definitely mean a breach 
over there. It is not for us to suggest 
to any country. But we have had 
their good-will and good wishes all 
along, even very recently, and that 
is a c'Qnsolation to us and we certain-
ly hOPe to have that in future. 
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The Chin2sc ~~~~ ~  been 
making a lot of ;Jr, . ., .. ~ ~  about our 
Defence of India Act as if that was 
specialiy passed to deal with some 
Chinese here. It has obviously been 
passed because of the situation 
We have to deal with. Everybody 
who is a mischief-maker, if it be a 
Chinese who makes a mischief, he 
comes under its purview; otherwise 
not. The d:fficulty with the Chinese 
is that they have a singularly perver-
ted opinion and perverted view tlf 
what happens in the rest of the world. 
It is an 0 d charasteristic of the 
Chirlese. Being a great nation with a 
vast territory, it begins to think all 
out3ide the limits of its frontiers are 
subhuman types and not so advanced 
as they are. 

One thing more. There has been 
s'ome criticism about our offer for a 
cease-fire. We have said that before 
we discuss anything, the Chinese forces 
must go back and restore the posi-
tion as it existed ~  the 8th 
September, that is, a little over two 
months ago,. when they first came 
over the Thagla pas,. They have 
suggested something different, and 
something that is apt to delude the 
people. They say, let us go back to 
the p'osition of November, 1D59. Now, 
the people who do not know this 
might well wonder, they are go'ng 
back three years, not now. But 
November, 1959 was roughly the date 
or period when the fir ,t claim was 
made by the Chinese Government, by 
Mr. Chou En-lai, to these territories 
according to their maps. Previously, 
they were included in their maps, but 
nobody had made any official c' aim. 
In fact, officially they have said that 
their maps are old and not up-to-date, 
and they will revise them. But in 
1959, for the first time, they claimed 
them, meanwhile, of course, they 
having gone into a gOOd bit of Ladakh. 

In 1959, our counter-measure. start-
ed taking effect. In 1959-60 and 1961, 
We went into Ladakh much more and 
more and eshblished many posts there. 
Now, we realised. as I think I told this 
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House then, that the object of these 
posts is to prevent their further 
advance unless they fight it out. It 
was difficult for us to have a major 
armcd conflict with them there, 
because they had great advantages. 
Their roads came right up there. 
They could bring all kinds of weapons, 
tanks, etc., there from Tibet which is 
near, which is relatively a fiat coun-
try, whLe for us, although we made 
some progress and the road is recently 
made-at that time even that was not 
made--it is very difficult; it meant 
months of effort to get there. N ever-
theless, we put up those posts to check 
their advance and they did check 
their advance. In fact, we pushed 
them back a little. In the NEFA 
area, we had previously put up our 
posts. at the border 'or just under it, 
because one cannot have a highridge 
post. Even in Tbagla pass, our post 
was two or three miles on this side, 
but not on the pass itself. 

Now, if we accept their proposals, 
which seems sO innocuous; they W'ould 
retire, they said, up to the McMahon 
line, but then they add that their idea 
of McMahon line was different from 
ours: and it is on this side of the 
ridge, and we should have to retire 
from where we are today-another 20 
wilometres, that is, leaving about 40 
kil'omctres of territory which was not 
occupied either by their armies or 
ours. That is to say, they would have 
a fixed base on: this side of the 
Thag,a pass, an open territory which 
they can walk across any moment 
they like. It was impossible for us 
to agree to. And in Ladakh, if 
menat our withdrawing still furthpr 
from where We are, and their not. 
exactly marching immediately, but 'oUr 
facilitating their advance in the future 
if they want to come. So, we re-
jected those proposals. 

We said there should be a rever-
sion to the 8th September line both 
in NEFA and in Ladakh. That 
meant in NEF A not only their c.oinl 
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back but our going forward to those 
posts that we held, with no vacant 
space left, and in Ladakh our going 
back a good way. 

Some people say, "How can you say 
that? You must not negotiate. You 
must not have any talk with them 
till you comp.etely pU3h them out 
from' the Indian territory." That is 
a very good thing. But one does not 
talk with anybody whom one has de-
feated completely and pushed out. 
The question of talks does not arise. 
If we have gained our objective with-
out talks, the question of talks does 
not arise. I would suggest to the 
House to remember that in these 
matters, one has to take a strong view, 
but a realistic view. The suggestion 
that we have made, they have re-
jected, because it strengthens us and 
weakens them. What is more, the 
suggestion we have made about the 
8th September line is one which has 
been appreciated in a great part of 
the world-nan-aligned countries and 
others--obecause merely saying that We 
shall not talk to you till you have 
confessed defeat is n'ot the kind of 
suggestion that a!ly country makes to 
another. So, I hope that the House 
will realise that what we have sug-
gested is a right suggestion and will 
support it fully. 

Some Members talked about our 
stating that We are going to liberate 
Tibet. 

.n - ~ ~  Sf>rm: ITi<f 
f ~ 1f t, ~ iI>'t ~  ~~  t I .. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Some others 
even mentioned-I think the hun. 
Member who just intervened said 
something about Mansarovar. 

Shri Raghunath Singh (Varanasi): 
Mansar village. (Interruptions). 

Shri Jawahal'lal Nehru: Unfortu-
nately, history is not made by men 
like the hon. Member oPPllfIite. It is 
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really amazing to see that some other 
Members and others outside talk that 
We should lay d:own that we would 
liberate T,bet. It is a very happy 
idea if it is liberated. But Our un-
dertaking that job at the present 
moment or at any moment seems to 
me extraordinary and fantastic and 
having no relation to reality. 

I have said that in a ,\V3r between 
India and China, it is patent that if 
you think in terms of victory and 
defeat-there might be battles and we 
might push them back. as we hope to 
-but if either country thinks in terms 
of bringing the !ether to its kneEs, it 
manifestlv cannot and will not happen. 
Let us ~ re8_Hstic. Are we going to 
m ".reh to Peking? (Interruptions.) 

Shr; Pr;ya Gupta (Katihar): Are we 
going to aI:ow them to march to 
Delhi? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I am sorry 
cannot enter into an argument. But 
<lppreciate that a war like this can-

not be ended as far as I can ~  
by surrender bv either party. They 
arc two great 'countries and neither 
will surrender. Therefore, some way 
out has to be found to finish thc wer 
in terms ~  to us. We have 
said that we Will finish the war when 
we liberate our own territory which 
is in their possession. Our saying that 
we are going to liberate Tibet is a 
thing "';bieh we cannot do; even if we 
had the atOm bomb, we could not do 
it. It is manifestly absurd .10 talk 
about 11, and it justifies everything 
that China has said about it. in the 
sense .... (Inte1'1'1Lptions). 

They have always been saying that 
their chief grouse against us is that 
we ;bave been encouraging a revolt 
and rebellion in Tibet. That is the 
thiog which ultimately turned them 
"gainst U'. If we soY that. it will 
justify their argument, which had no 
foundation, and give them in inter-
national circles and everywhere con-
sid('rable strength. It will mean our 
saying something which we cannot 
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possibly, feasibly do. It is impossible. 
We have got a big enough task, a 
tremendous task, which we would 
realise, to push them back to their 
own territory from our own country. 
We are going to do it. It is going to 
be mighty difficult; it might tak .. us a 
long time. So, I hope that while we 
should be strong· and determined, J.S 
we must be, we must not just for the 
sake of appearing braver than others 
say things which are, I regret to use 
the word, manifestly nonsens". 

Now, the resolution I ha've placed 
before the House is a faIrly compre-
hensive one. It is a resolution of 
resolve. of d,2!terminaticn <-lad .Jf 
dedication. I hope, therefore, that in 
acccepting the resolution, as I hope this 
House will, the House thinks m terms 
of dedication, not in bombast, not in 
tall talk, but ~ that we have, 
a very difficult task before us we are 
determined to fulfil it however long 
it mav take and whatever the con-
sequences might be. And, in doing so, 
we will be heartened by the biggest 
thing that a country can do and ""hich 
India has done thus far. and that is, 
produce this enormous emotional up-
heaval that we see all over India 
among man, among women and, per-
haps more t.han all. among children. 
So, I put forward this resoluhon be-
fore thE' House in the hope, faith snd 
with the strong determination thet 
all those who are present here and 
the country will abide bv it and will 
act up to it 

Hari Vishnu Kamath: Mr. 
Speaker, may I by your leave. ask 
iust one question? The Maharaja-
kumar of Sikkim is reDorted to have 
S1id in Darjeeling two days ago t..hat 
there has been a tremendous Chinese 
military build-up 0:1 Sikkim's boreler. 
during the last few days or- weeks. Is 
the Prime Minister In a Dosition to 
assure the House and the nation, in 
view of the agreement which India 
has with Sikkim for the resDonsibility 
of its defence. that our army is better 
prepared to resist the Chinese aggres-
sor in Sikkim than it was, u:1fortu-
nately, in NEFA a few weeks ago! 
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Shri lawaharlal Nehru: I regret, 
Sir. that such questions are put to me. 
I wi.! gi\'e no assurance of any kind. 
How ca:l I give assurances. 
I can give no assurance ex-
cept that we are taking all 
meamres that we can if such a thing 
occurs there. How can I give assur-
ances about the future in matters 
which are determined not by my as-
surances but by other factor;'! But I 
do not think that the ~  if they 
venture to invade and ccme from 
Chumbi Valley, will be ~  to 
come or will find it an ~  job. 

One thing I have to mention-it is 
unconnected with this qu('stion. I 
have received today a letter signed by 
35 Members of Parliament offering 
their services to serve anywhere. I 
am very grateful to those 35 Members 
and I welcome their offer. I do not 
quite know how we can immediately 
profit by it. But I am sure as our 
organisation progresses work would 
be found for more and more people 
in all grades and departments of life. 

Ilff ~~ 1fR', ~  

~~ ~1 ~~ 
~  

~~  ~ ~~  
- ~ <N-'t '!it ~ ;;@ ~ I 

Ilff ~ ~ ~ If[q .: im 1m" ~ 
t fir. 0;(;;: ;;iT ~ if "lro ~ ~ ~  
g'!: ~ 0;(;;: ~ ~  "IT'f1T ~ ~ f'I; 
$"1" 1 ~ 'f.T ~  'fliT ~ lfRf 1~1  ~ 
~ 0;(;;: 'flIT ~ ~ ~ ~ lflt ~ ... 
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iff ~ ;;m[r I W 1~ 'f.T ~ at 
~ <fr;;@ ~ ~  

I shall put the first Resolution 
regarding the Proclamation of Emer-
gency to the vote of the House first. 

The question is: 

"This House approves the Pro-
clamation of Emergency issued by 
the President on the 26th October, 
1962, under clause (1) of article 
352 of the Constitution." 

The motion ~  adopted. 

I\lr. Speaker: The Resolution is un-
animously adopted. Now, I shall take 
tip the other Resolution. 

Dr. L. M. Slnghvi (Jodhpur): Sir, I 
do not wish to press my substitute 
motion (No.1) because I feel that the 
need to strengthe!1 the hands of the 
hon. Prime Minister at this juncture 
is lmperative and uppermost. I, there-
fore, crave the leave of the House to 
withdraw the substitute motion. 

Mr. Speaker: Has the hon. Member 
the leave of the House to withdraw 
his substitute motion? 

The substitute motion was, by leave, 
withdrawn. 

Some Hon. Members: All amend-
ments are withdrawn. 

Shri Surendr&lla.th Dwivedy: In 
order to record unanimous resolve of 
the House with the nation's desire to 
drive out the aggressor and because 
the hon. Prime Minister has promised 
to make an enquiry about the state 
of affairs about our unpreparedness, I 
do not propose to press my amend-
ment, No.2. 

Mr. Speaker: Has the hon. Member 
the leave of the House to withdraw 
his ~  

Amendment No. 2 was, by leave, 
withdrawn. 




