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Title: Discussion on the motion for consideration of the Television
Broacasting Companies (Regulation) Bill, 2015 (Bill Withdrawn).
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& foTu ST But what I find is that there are hardly 42 lines in the

Bill. There are six lines on the front page and another 36 lines on the

other page. These are hardly 42 lines. In these 42 lines, when one goes
through the details of the Bill or when one reads through the lines, the
basic i1dea that crops up in my mind is this. Is he asking for a licensing
body?

3R ot B S §9H §, 98 HHAT Tae & WRG HHEA!
M| 3R fordlt BT §g BT § <l dg! WGl diel & WY Ugd
RIARE T, @S BN, 3P dG R a8 RERE Hdd §, O
39 RO A ITP! s R Johd & | I99 Fo! §1d s8I T 4 |

X[ % “The Central Government shall, within six months of the coming

into force of this Act, constitute a Committee to be known as the

Regulatory Committee.

The Regulatory Committee shall consist of three persons

representing the television broadcasting companies.” SEEa Qd’HHCTs\JI

%,ﬁﬁm%mmmﬁﬁ?mﬁﬁcmx of the



Bill Er%;l%[ X[ %, “Three persons representing the employees of
television broadcasting channels as Members.” 3T 9Td CbEi:'\i & %'Q
3R KFHeIEY B 5e¥¢ DI Ulede B & (AU Ig TP UifdoH g
TAIad WWeed AT H W@ g1 W FAS 5 H S I8 forar 8- «A

company which intends to close down the operation of its broadcasting

channel shall apply to the Regulatory Committee in such form and

manner as may be prescribed.”

That means it will be done by the rules. SIPT ULdId %, S-Sl
d g, ofF Yt 99, 98 9R urfergde ¥ gyTfud gRTI So,
protecting the interest of the employees of private channels or even

Government channels, is the first and foremost priority of this Bill.

“The Regulatory Committee, before taking a decision on closing
down of a television broadcasting channel, should give an opportunity of

being heard to the employees of that channel.”

But the employees should not be left in the lurch. That is what he
has stated, and perhaps, he is aware forg Q_ﬂgﬁ airqﬁ?ﬁa:ﬁ, it might
have happened in Madhya Pradesh. It might have happened in many
parts of the country. It has also happened in North-East. Many channels
came up with the liberalisation process that started in the late last
century and with the opening of our market, investments were made. But

subsequently, as we know, the law of nature always prevails. Law of

nature means Sil fthe %, ol fhexe % they only survive. Survival of the
fittest, SEEA oH Wﬁ % they only survive. e &1 ol SfthaH %,
g8 MU-3U IR & SIeHT-3IeHT A1 W &1 TSl &b FHH | Sl
WIC B, Sl B g, S WSS H TSP R IPhd o, 98 99 Gdhd g,
dg TRATSd PR Ibhd & AR Al h TR d8! § fb ot Wfeg™ A

TSY R IPd &, 9! TRAT3d Hd & | I would say that the Regulatory




Committee shall take a decision within three months. dg Udh 33 d1d
% f® it is done in a time bound manner. It is not an open-ended
provision fb Udh ﬁ'ﬁ?’lw 3T Tl_ﬁt adt smu Aok o god %'.I The
basic purpose of this Bill is to protect the interests of the employees of
the closed company. When a channel closes down, the management
should be made accountable at least to its employees. &l divl I8 39
fate # Tt 8 for g Tgded HAC & A 307 gadod T 3R
3T TS 1 doi- Y- & forw oft T Arest fIeRT | Normally, in

our Companies Act, this provision is not there and we have fly-by-night

companies which operate but suddenly the next morning we do not
know whether that company exists or not. Or, is there any accountability
of those companies or not? We have also seen during this Government
how they have acted forcefully against the shell companies. Thousands
of shell companies were apprehended after the demonetisation, and

strong action was taken.

But what is the situation today in the country and even throughout
the world? Explosion of information is taking place. Anurag ji is present
in this House. He 1s chairing the Standing Committee on Information
Technology. He is very much aware of the operation of various channels
in our country and also outside. It is because of the amount of
information which is exploding all around us what to understand and

what to leave out has become very difficult.

There are many channels as we all know. There are news
channels, entertainment channels, channels on yoga and medicines etc.
There are different types of channels just as there are different types of
shops in a market. If I go to market and if I have to buy certain things, I

have to go to that particular shop only.



Now, these channels also try to have their own clients. But a new
word ‘infotainment’ has come into being. It is information plus
entertainment. That is perhaps the mantra today and that is how the
channels are surviving. Some years back and not recently, a notice was
sent to those channels asking that their channels were registered as news
channels and why they were broadcasting content on entertainment. I do
not know what subsequently has happened to that notice. But
infotainment has become the rule of the day and in many news channels
we find the content on entertainment, especially during the lunch hour

and after the lunch hour.

I would say that managing a channel is a very challenging job.
Taking advantage of the presence of the hon. I&B Minister, I would like
to say something. I am reminded of a cameraman who, some months
back, was covering election preparations in Maoist area of Chhattisgarh.
That cameraman was from Odisha. He was trained in Biju Patnaik Film
Academy in Cuttack. That cameraman served in the Armed Forces also.
After taking VRS, he came back and wanted to join and take up a
challenging job. He had taken it up for himself. I think that the Minister
is aware about his family. He went there and fell to the bullets of
Maoists. Three other survived but here was a young person who fell to
the bullets of Maoists. This man was a youngman, as I said, but my
concern here is that he died there on duty. It is not because that he was
an employee of Prasar Bharati that the Government has to do something
for the family, but the society also has a responsibility for that family.
He took that job as a challenge. Though he was escorted by some armed
personnel while going into that area, he went there where nobody was
willing to go. But I would like to understand what steps have been taken

to give succour to his family, to his wife and children.



I would also like to impress upon the Mover of this Bill, why not
extend the scope of this Bill to protect the interests of the temporary
workers who are working both in private and in Government channels.
There are different names given to them, like daily casual labourers. I
am just putting the word ‘temporary’. So, there are different types of
people. A large number of young boys and girls also work in those
companies and their future is at stake. They got a job by facing
competition and they are working in that company. If that company is
unable to survive then we have to provide certain amount of social

security so that something can be done for them.

There are other angles to look at it. Companies are formed by
public money. Responsibility is taken up by the creator of that company.
Money is provided by banks and the market. Money is not of the owners
alone. Therefore, when companies are formed they are regulated by the
company law. Shri Prahlad Singh Patel wants that when they are forced
to close down, adequate provision should be made to protect the interest

of the employees.

Content actually determines what type of channel it is. |
mentioned about the market, but it is more like a jungle. As in nature, so
also in this media world, it 1s they who survive who are tactful, who
adapt themselves to the situation and to the surroundings. Many also
die. Once Shri Rajinder Mathur, who was the Editor Nav Bharat, Indore
those days, came to our newspaper office to address our subscribers and
our people there. He said, ‘A tiger can only survive in a jungle which
has grass.” The general response was: What has the tiger got to do with
the grass? After all, tiger does not eat grass. Tiger is a carnivorous

animal. What has that to do with the grass? Then he explained, tigers



survive on those which eat grass. That means, tiger survives on those
cows, dears, etc. which eat grass. So, a jungle which does not have grass

cannot have tigers also.

[ would like to impress upon the Mover of this Bill that a number
of channels would come up, but at the same time a number of channels
would also die. But as a responsible society, our Government also has to
take steps to protect the interests of those people who are employed
there in order to see that they are not left in the lurch. That is the purpose
of this Bill. Shri Prahlad Patel has drawn the attention of this House
towards a position which has been overlooked. I hope the House will

support this Bill.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: The question is:

“That leave be granted to withdraw the Bill to
regulate closing down of broadcasting channels by
television broadcasting companies and for matters
connected therewith.”

The motion was adopted.
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