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regard to  neg ot iat i ons between  his p a r ty  
a n d  the G o v e r n m e n t  o f  Sri L anka .  F o r  
m a n y  years,  he and his parly  has sought  
fulfilment o f  the legi timate r ights and 
as p ir a t io n s  o f  the Ta m il  people  o f  the 
is land w ith in  a united  Sri Lnnka,  but  
had failed to gel any helpful response. 
On  the c o n t ra ry ,  the Tamils  have been 
increasingly harassed,  an d the latest 
outrages agai nst  ihem have Jefi them 
loial ly without  confidence in negot iat ions  
Mr.  A m ir ih a l i n g am  an d his col leagues 
did not  find it possible lo co me lo the 
neg ot iat in g table on the basis o f  past  
offers. However, he feels that as a result  
o f  I n d i a ’s efforts , the picilire has c h a n 
ged a n d ,  a l th o u g h  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
the two sides remain deep,  there  might 
now be some possibili ty of  a so lut ion.

The  basic need of  ihe hour  is to 
bring a sense of  securi ty a m o n g  the 
pjopfe o f  Sri Lanka.  This  in tu rn  can 
restore confidence in their living 
together  and in working out perm anent  
solut ions which ar c  sa t isfaciory to I he 
Tamil  minori ty as well as to the Sinhala  
ma jor i ty.  The seaieh for that per manen t  
so lut ion also needs to be un d er ta k en  as 
quickly as possible.

This  c;in best be a t te m p ted  at  the 
conferenc e table. As I have previously 
s;iid, it is for th Sri Lan ka n G o v e rn m e n t  
to  decide how and  when a conferenc e with 
the Ta mil  leaders can be brought .  But 
because of  ou r  profound eoi c e r t ,  we 
I w e  offered to  help in whatever  way we 
Lan. To arr ive at anv se t t lem ent ,  it is 
necessary for both sides to talk to each 
other .  T o  faci l itate this process of  
dialogue ant! to give effect to our  good 
offices, I have offered tu send a special 
envoy lo meet  President  Jayeward ene 
an d  others.  D u r i n g  my telephone call 
last evening, President  Jayeward ene 
agreed to my suggestion. Accordingly,  I 
have asked one o f  ou r  dist inguished and 
experienced di p lom ats  SH R I  G.  P a r th a s -  
a ra t h i  to  un d er ta k e  this del igate and 

im p o r ta n t  ta sk .  H o  wii3 visit C o lo m b o  
next week.

I asked Presde nt  Jayeward ene a bout  
the latest con dit ions  general ly  re gard ing  
security and specially in the refugee 
camps.  H e  told m i  th a t  they were

steadily returning to normal and that 
only a few thousands now remained  
in the camps. Jn reply lo my question  
about relief supplies, he said they had 
enough food and clothing but would get 
in touch with our High Commissioner  
should anything more be needed.

President J a y ew ard en e  a n d  I argeed 
to rem ain in regula r  co n t a c t .  H e  a lso  
agreed that  his b ro th e r ,  with w ho m we 
had useful talks,  would co n t in u e  as his 
special Envoy.

D ur in g  the repeated discussions  in 
this House,  hon .  M em ber s  have express-  
cd iheir s tre ng th  o f  feelings at  the c o u r 
se of  events,  All sect ions o f  the people  
all over  our  c o unt ry  share these feelings, 
which transcend party and o t h e r  differ
ences. I a m  part icularly  aware of  the 
deep em otions  o f  ou r  bro thers  an d 
sisters in T a t m l n a d u  over these tragic 
h ap p en in g - .  As J said in the u t he i Hous e ,  
tiie agony o f  the Tam ils  in India  an d  else
where is that  o f  ou r  ent ire  n a t io n .  The 
brutal i ty  an d  insensate violence to  which 
the Ta m ils  o f  Sii L an k a  have been 
subjected were vividly described by Mr.  
A m ir ih a l i n g am  in his talks  here. My 
G overnm ent  and  1 personally been c o n 
veying our  own anguish and  concern to 
tltc Govern merit o f  Sri Lanka .

At the same t ime,  wc mu st  always 
bear  in mind the efTeet o f  anything  we 
say or  do. Nearly  all hon. Members  
have recognised the del icacy and 
diilicultv of  the s i tua t ion  with  which we 
have to deal .  t am  gra ie fu l  to them 
for this unders ta nding ,  an d  for  the 
Niippoi they have y.i'vcn to G o v e r n m e n t ' s  
a p p ro a c h .

In the ci rcu mstan ces,  re s tr a in t  c o m 
bined with f n m n e v s  is c a l L d  for.  These 
musL c o nt in ue  to determ ine o u r  policy. 
Above al l ,  we wish to assist in bringing 
about  an a t m os phere  which is free of  
co m m u n a l  tension ar d conducive to  the 

efforts o f  the Sri L a n k a n  leaders  o f  al l  
c o m m u n i t i e s  to achieve a last ing poli tical 
se t t le m ent,  We hope b o t h  sides will take 
concre te  s teps towards th a t  end.  This  
is what  I want  my envoy to pursue 
with pres d :n t  Jaye w arden e a n d  others  
concerned.  .


