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(b) the quantum of assistance given to the families 
of the deceased? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI GEORGE 
FERNANDES): (a) and (b) The number of Army pet'IIOM8t 
killed by the insurgents during the last ten months from 
Apol 1998 to January 1999 is 177. Of this. 151 were 
killed in J&K and 26 in the North East (A888m-", 
Nagaland-5, Manipur & Tripura-10). 

2. The widows and the family members of Armed 
Forces personnel killed in war, war-like operationa, counter 
insurgency operations, in encounteralincidenla invoMng 
armed hostilities, etc. are entitled to the following benIIIIa 
at present:-

(i) Liberalised Special F:unily Pension equal to 
the last pay drawn by the deceaIed. 

(ii) Death-cum-retirernent Gratuity varying from two 
months pay to maximum of Re. 3.5 lakhs. 

(iii) Family Gratuity ranging from Rs. 450 to 1600 
for Junior Commleaioned OffIcers (JCO) and 
Other Ranks (OR) and Rs. 2000 to As. 16000 
for the offlcera, depending upon rank. 

(iv) Ex-gratla payments ranging from Re. 5 Iakha 
to Rs. 7.50 lakhs. 

(v) Army Group Insurance of RI. 8 Iakh In case 
of officers and Re. 3.75 Iakh8 In C8II8 01 JCOaI 
ORs. 

3. Apart from the aforesaid pensionary benefits, the 
widows of the Defence personnel are enIIIIed to a number 
of facilities auch as medical treatment from military 
hoIpIIaIa, canteen faclltlee, educaIIonaI cor.c •• laila to 
the werda, ralUair travel conceuIon etc. 

4. The State Governments and the UnIon Tarrttoriaa 
Administrations also undertake variola welfare achamea 
for the widows and families of the deceued AImed 
Forces personnel. 

Gauge Converalon 

1321. SHRI BIR SINGH MAHATO: WII the Mlnlater 
of RAILWAYS be pieased to state: 

(a) whether the Government have ever I.IIdet1ak8n 
any survey for conversion of New Jalpaiguri-New 
8ongaigaon and Bankura-Damodar railway lIMa Ir*:l broad 
gauge; 

(b) If 10, the detIIIIa thereof and the ItepI tIDn 
thereon; and 

(c) If not, the reaaona theNfor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS, MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRV 
OF PARLIAMENTARV AFFAIRS AND ~NISTER OF 
STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND 
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI RAM NAIl<): (a) 
Vea, Sir. 

(b) BoIh the projacta have IIrHdy bean uncIIoned 
In the budget at following anticipated ooat: 

(I) N_ Jalpaigurl-N_ Bongalgaon COI'lYeIWlon -
Re. 635.88 cro ..... 

(II) Bankura-Oamodar railway COI'MIfWon - Re. 100 
crorea. 

All clearances have been received for both 1M 
projecta and the wort< Is being started on both of them. 

(e) Doea not artae. 

1322. SHRI V.V. RAGHAVAN: 
SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHERJEE: 

wm the MInister of LABOUR be pIeued to ..... ; 

(a) whether the Government are aware of the new 
guidelines iaaued to the public MCtor undenMIngI by 
the Department of PWIIc Ent .... tIwt WIIg8 IIIIIement 
should now be for a period of 10 v-ra Inatud of \he 
curNnI prIICtIce of five years; 

(b) If 80, the detaIIa of the guideIneI II8ued In IhII 
regard; 

(e) whether the major Central trade unlona have 
oppoeed !Mae new guIdeIInea; and 

(d) if 80, the cIetaIIa and Government'. reaponH 
thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR (DR. SATYANARAVAN 
JATIYA): (a) and (b) Vea, Sir. Subject 10 final approval 
01 the Government, the new guIcIeIInea INued on the 
policy 10 be adopted for the Sixth Round of Wage 
Il6gCIIIIIIonI In Public Sector Enterpriaea ...... that the 
pay ~ and perquiaIIeI for oIfIcens and non-lI'1ionIIed 


