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~bBtract oj the Pro~eeding8 of th~ Oouncil of tke Go"ernor General of i"dia, 
, tJ~8.cmbled for a,e purp08e ~.r making LtJUJ8 and llegulatiom tinder the pro_ 
. tnlton8 of the .dct of Parl,ament 24 f' 25 ric., cap. 6'1. 

The Oouncil met at Government House on Friday, the 18th December, 1885. 
PUSENT: 

Liou~t.Generai ~e Hon'ble T. F. Wilson, O.D., c.I.E.,p,.ending • 
. His Honour the LieuteJiant-Governor of Bengal, K.C.8.1., O.I.B.' 
l.'he Hon'ble C. P. Ilbert, C.I.E. 
The Hon'ble, Sir S. O. Bayley, x.o.s.I., O.I.E. 
The Hon'bl~ T; O. Hope, C.S.I., C.I.E. 

The Hon'ble Sir A. Oolvm, ]t.e.H.G:, O.I.E. 
The Bon'ble W. W. Bunter, C.8.1., O.I.E., LL.D. 
The Bon'ble' H. J. Reynolds, O.S.I. 

The Bon'ble &:0 Saheb Vishvanath Naray~ Mandlik, C.8.1. 
The Hon'hle Petiri Mohan Mukerji. ' 
The Hon'ble H. St. A. Goodrich. 
The Hon'ble R. Steel. 

AOT XXXVI 'OF 1858 AMENDMENT BILL, 1885. 
The Hon'ble SIR STBUART BAYLEY moved for leave to introduce a Bill 

,to amend Act XXXVI of 1868. (.tin .tic~ relating to .Lunatic .ti'1I1um.).. Be 
. said that this Act gave power to varioDS authorities to deal with lunatics and to 
send them when necessary to lunatic asylums. But it limited the power to 
liuch 'asylums as might be within the same Province or Presidency or under the 
Jurisdiction of the same Inspector General as the locality from which thelunatic 
was sent. A case had arisen in Coorg in which it was expedient to act under 
~he authority gi.ven by this law, but Coorg was a fortunate Province which had 
no lunatic asylum, and there were some other minor provinces, luch as Ajmer, 
which were so far in a similar condition. Under such circumstances it would 
be obvious that there was no lunatio asylum to whioh the local autho.rities could 
send the lunatio if necessary. The Bill whioh he had the honour to ask leave to 
j"'.troduce was intended to remove this defect in the law, and to give the necee-
BlUr power by enabling the Governor General in Council to appoint asylums 
outside the limits of the Province to which non-criminal lunatics might under 
such oircumstances be sent. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 
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. ' '''~'~ h~HoJ'ble ' ~' 'i ' Jt io~~d ' 'ihat'~ih~'Bill' to'facmkU; the. c ri~Guc .. '~~ 

' ii ~  'rc~~ ~~~ ~ r~~ ~  i'ia ~ ~  ~'i~ ~~~~ o ~ Beiec~ ~in.i i ~~ ~ ~  
consiSting 'of the'Bon'ble Si:r' S, ' ~yley~'th~'  Hon'ble"Messrs:"Hope/Goodrich" . ~ 
~d ~e  the: ':B:orl.'ble Bao ':'Saheb'Visliva.lu1:th': Nm"an Mandlik:' andth~ ': 

' o' ii '~ ' ~ ' r~ i' . l ' .' lti '.i~ ' I} :,: i";' ,1,1 ~ ' ''''  )f ~~~ ,',1'" ':,:' 0'/ '~ i , ' ,f:, ,': ,<, "'!.-"'; t-;' r ~ 
':, ,I:' ' ., 

:,', ' l~ B ~ ~~dthat he had nothing .to add to' h~t he said ~lien pbtaiIliIlg lea ~ ' ' 
"to:in,irodu6t(the B.ill.' t a~ Jne~o  agene~ ~rid' ~~8i ~ o~~tter mtended.'  
• ." , • '. "1 . • •• "';' .. " ..... " .,.. f'. ~''' ~'' .'. J ,. " • t ' ." I' " -.:, ' ....... : :.", . ':' .:;. ". ,...' ./ J.. ,..... .' ~. '. .. ',' 

primarily for' those 'Provinces .:.which·haa libt\Legisbiti1-8' ·OouIi6ila:of:·theitoWn, 
but aJ,so, capable of, being specially, applied to : such· J.>ro'lin.oes' &.s ~rer' 

Bengal." > ' 

" . Tlte,Motion was,put and agreed to •. '. ",. . .. -.,.:-' .... : .. ,',:. .... .. .'.l. ~' ~ 

" P N ~ ~ LL CAUSE COURTS BILL, BB ~ 

The Ho~'ble 'MR. ILnERT also ,moved for ea ~ to introduce a Biij to c n~  . 
,solidate and amend the law relatIDg'toOourtsof. SmalLOauses,established .-
, beyon4 tlie P~~den~ ~~'m. .' He~8a~d tb~t' th~ ~ltt  of Sn;uill' ~ 8e  o l~~e , 
the Presidency-towns were now regulatedbytl;ieActi ,Of 186'5, :Which 7 dehlared' ~ 
that,-subject to certain ro i oa~ ~~it8 'cogni'zable,by' :tbbse' ou~' ~h J.d. ~  fl 
•• claims for lXloney due on bond or other contract, or for rent. or for personal 

~o erty ,or,. for the, ~u~ o~ such property, or for ~ag~ ben th~ ~~bt .. 
damage or dema.n!idoes',notexceed in amount or va!q.e the sum ot Ra.' 500,-' . 
hetiu~~ ~n b~ci  '6f ac o~t oroth~ ' r, ' ,::: ' :, :;,' ." ;: ~~ .~t 
, .' . .: ' . '.' . .. .:. '.:" , . . .~~' ~  

, .', This' enumeration. was"of, CQnsiderable imJ>c?rtance with. reference ,to: tbe . . a~~ '", 
of appeals, because the'Code 'of ,Oivil Procedure provided'that:no second 'a.ppeal'''i 
should lie in any suit ot a nature cognizable in a ~ Cause Oourt when the ' 
amount or subject-ma.tter of the original suit did not exceed RH. 500., B~t the 
meaning of the l~guage.u ed in the,-Act of 1865 a.~ far frolD-clear, ancl t~e~ 
hn~ been"several conflicting decisions on its construction ;' so that the u~ ti ~ ", 
whether 0. partioular' 0la88 of sUits were Qr weren.ot sUits oognizable ibf,'" 
Courts of Small Oauses WIlS open to 80 good deal of doubt, The' chief; objeCt' ." 
of the Bill 'was to remove suoh doubts by defining lIlore preoisely the jurisdic-
tion of Small Oause Courts, and it proposed to do so in the same manner as i1'). 
tho Act recently passed ~r regulating the Small Cause Colll'Ui i~ the Presi .. ' , 
dancy.toWns; that was to say, by epacting that the jurisdiction of the Oollrb:;' 
should extend to all suits of a civil nature with certain eci. i~ exceptions i···· 
in other words. by e~~ero.ting the lIlattets, excluded h:om the ri cllct~ ~ Qf 
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;the Com·t, instead of enilmerating the matters included under that jurisdiction. 
lJu.tat the same time, as parts of the Act of 1865 had been repealed and other 

PQrtions bad b~come obsolete or were of doubtful construction, it wu.s proposed 
to repeDlthe Act and re-enact it in an amended form. The numerous deoisions 
which had been given on the sections of the Act had been carefully examined, 

.. ~d ·be b6lieved the effect of the Bill would be to clear away a vast mass of case-
, law. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble MR. ILl3ERT alsO introduced the Bill. 

'l'he Hon'ble MR. llBERT also moved that the Bill and Statement of Objects 
and Reasons be publisbed in the local official Gazettes in English nnd iu such 

.Other languages as the Local Governments think fit. 

The ;Motion was put and agreed to. 

SUNDRY BILLS. 

The HOll'ble ~. lL'BERT also moved that the Hon/ble Mr. Evans be 
added to the Select Commit.tee on the Bill' t.o amend and define the law of 
TtlStamentary and Intestate Succession to Khojas. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble MR. ILDERT olso moved that the Hon'ble Mr. Steel and the 

Hon'ble P~ri Mohan Mukerji be added to the Select Committee on the BiU 
to provide for the voluntary Registration of certain Births and Deaths, for the 
eaW>lishment of General Registry Offices for keeping Registers of certain 
:Births, Deaths and Marriages, and for certain other purposes. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble MR. lLBERT also moved that the Hon'bIe Mr. Evans be 

added to the Select Committee on the Bill to amend scction 265 of the Indian 

Contract Act, 1872. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble Mn. II.DERT also moved that the lIon'hle Messrs. Quinton, 
Goodrich and Steel be added to tho Select Committee on the Dill to amend the 

Petroleum Act, 1881. 

Tho Motion was" put and agrced to. 
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.. ' .. '. ~e .. Ho~'ble ,MR. ~P ~ ~~ ' ~ o re~.~h~t' tb e n~nlble ~~ ~ ~ ~. :" 
Steel-and the H 'ble ~o Saheb. Vlshvanath.Narayan. -:Mandlik be added.to: .' . 
.. :""'" •• ', :: '-",: ••• .,.. :". , " . I • i' . . . .,"." .  : . 

• ~h~ e~~ct Committee ()n the l3ill to amend. the Indian Registration c~ 8 .  
"':: ~  ';.,: .. " .. ' .  . . , . ~ '.' .. ; .' .. : . '.'-,!' " .  . '., t·:" ~ ::' . .'.'.: . ", 

. , ~e ~otion was put and ~greed to~ , 
. . I',' 

:;.. ,.; he Hori'ble ~ ~B  also :tnoved t~t the Hon'ble Mr: EVaris a~d th~ '  
.B d~'ble P~ri :Mohan Mukerji be added to the Select ommitt~  onthe'Bm 't6, 

~inend t~~ ode of ~ Pioceclri~  ~88~  t~e a. oiNb a  ~tri~~ . r. .li~ ~t~ '  
).667, .the Indian.FenalCode ,a.nd the Prisoners'· 'Act,.·1671 •• ' .. ' ", .' '1, .. ".' 
, "  ' 'I . ". .'" .' ~ '. .  '  . "" . ... ,..", ·f ' •. :, '. ", .:1 ...•.. ~. . ~ ~ :'. 

The Motion was put and agreed to~ 

The Oouncil adjourned to Wednesday, the 23rd Decemb'er, 1885. 
:,'", ~ '  .. ' ~'. .~~ ~ .. . .~~ 

'. 

S. HARVEY JAMES, 

FORT WILLIAM; 

Pk,.e 2i,t December, 1885. 
}. OJIU. Seeretarg to the Gooernment.oj India,. 
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